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Robert Murray M’Cheyne once wrote to a friend: 
“Learn much of the Lord Jesus. For every look at 
yourself, take ten looks at Christ. He is altogether 

lovely.” This is good advice for every Christian and 
flows from the wise counsel preceding it: “Learn much 
of your own heart; and when you have learned all you 
can, remember you have seen but a few yards into a 
pit that is unfathomable. ‘The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?’ 
(Jer. 17:9)”

Our heart and life, and Christ’s heart and life – a 
humbling contrast! Yet here is the wonderful thing: 
what Christ is, He is for sinners whom He has loved 
from all eternity and who make up His church. Martin 
Luther pointed out that if Christ is a bridegroom, then 
he must take upon himself the things that are His 
bride’s and bestow upon her the things that are His. 
The apostle Paul reminded the believers at Corinth, “ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9)

It is a good theme for the new year.

Faith
Christ’s riches are enjoyed by looking to Him. In the 
Bible, looking represents believing. As we live out our 
days in this world we are like a drowning man, sinking 
helplessly under the weight of our sins. In His only 
begotten Son Jesus Christ, God extends mercy to the 
guilty, saying, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth” (Isa. 45:22). We must look up and 
cry out to the One who lived a perfect life and died a 
cursed death at Calvary, bearing sin and paying for it, 
that He might deliver His own from the wrath to come. 
Have we done this? Has the burden of your guilt gone?

As the one Mediator between God and men, 
Christ has done for sinners what they cannot do for 
themselves and can supply all that they lack. In looking 
to Christ we are saved from the sin we see in ourselves, 
and the sin we do not see; we get the help we need in 
our sojourn here, and encouragement on our way to a 
better world. This is because faith unites us to Christ 
spiritually so that we receive all His benefits, even 
grace and glory. In Christ we walk by faith, taking our 
guidance from the Word of God, not from the wisdom 
of men. Are your sights set on heaven?

Righteousness
Luther highlighted the primary benefit of the believer’s 
union with Christ when he wrote: “by a wonderful 
exchange our sins are no longer ours but Christ’s, and 
the righteousness of Christ not Christ’s but ours.” In 
an act of grace, God justifies us, putting the Saviour’s 
righteousness to our account and declaring us 
righteous in His sight. Subtle shifts on this key doctrine 
have troubled some reformed churches: we must 
depend upon Christ alone for righteousness before 
God; to do otherwise is to undo the gospel. We must 
forget altogether our works, good as well as bad, and 
rely upon Christ’s perfect obedience in life and death.

In a similar vein to Luther, John Calvin spoke of other 
effects of saving faith in Christ: “This is the wonderful 
exchange which, out of his measureless benevolence, 
he has made with us; that, becoming Son of man with 
us, he has made us sons of God with him; that, by his 
descent to earth, he has prepared an ascent to heaven 
for us; that, by taking on our mortality, he has conferred 
his immortality upon us”. All this treasure and more 
belongs to the Christian because of Christ, and it can 
never be taken from him!

Holiness
As we have nothing of righteousness when we enter 
the world, so we have nothing of holiness. This 
crown slipped from man’s head when Adam fell. True 
holiness is the result of God’s gracious work in the 
soul, beginning with regeneration by the Holy Spirit. 
Our hearts are purified through faith in Christ (Acts 
15:9). In the atoning sacrifice He finished on the cross, 
shedding His precious blood for our sins, there is 
power to cleanse our conscience and our garments. 
Holiness is from God, yet believers are called to be 
active in the pursuit of it.

Sanctification involves obedience to God’s law from 
a renewed heart. Paul exhorted the Corinthians, “let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1). From this we can see that there 
are sins of the body, such as foul language, harmful 
addictions and sexual misconduct, and sins of the 
soul, such as rash anger, malice and envy. We must 
recognise them and avoid the occasion of them. If we 
do not love righteousness and hate iniquity, then we 
are not following Christ (Heb. 1:9). God encourages us 
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with His promises – He will dwell in us, receive us and 
be a Father to us (2 Cor. 6:16-18)!

Strength
Christ’s names and titles reveal His divine strength. He 
is the “Rock” and the “chief corner stone” (1 Cor. 10:4; 
1 Pet. 2:6); He is “Lord of lords, and King of kings” (Rev. 
17:14). We get strength in our weakness by looking to 
this “mighty One of Jacob” (Isa. 60:16). Christ alone 
enables us to stand in a wicked, God-hating world. 
A tree may bend in a gale, and appear as though it 
is about to fall, yet it is far stronger than we imagine 
because of its root. Are we well grounded in Christ, the 
source of gracious life? Then we shall survive every 
spiritual storm, and flourish.

A believer may decline spiritually, through 
carelessness. As has been said, backsliding begins with 
a dusty bible and ends with filthy garments. Simon 
Peter failed to heed Christ’s warning concerning the 
devil; he was too confident in his own ability (Luke 
22:31-34). After he denied knowing Jesus he was 
convicted of his sin and wept bitterly (Matt. 26:75). He 
was a bruised reed, but the Lord did not break him. 
Through repentance, Peter was refined and restored 
to even greater usefulness. Here is a truth to sustain us 
when we faint and fail: God will not and cannot go back 
upon His covenant of salvation.

Peace
Christ blesses believers with peace. “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you” (John 14:27). The Jews 
wished each other peace when they met, but Jesus 
spoke these words to the disciples as He was parting 
from them. He would be crucified but would rise 
again, ascend to His Father and return to them in the 
Person of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. The disciples 
understood these things only dimly. The prospect 
before them as they preached the gospel was one of 
persecution and suffering, and they were fearful of 
losing the physical presence of their trusted Master 
and Friend.

Therefore Christ gave the disciples a legacy of peace 
– His peace. It belongs to each one of His people. It is the 
peace of God, passing all understanding and keeping 
our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). 
Do we possess it? It is enjoyed as we look to Christ, 
who is our peace with God, having made reconciliation 
for our sins by His blood. Outwardly the believer may 
be in situations of conflict and danger, yet inwardly 
he has peace. He commits himself to a God who is 
sovereign and works all things together for his good 

(Rom. 8:28). The believer’s peace is secure even with 
death and eternity in view, for Christ has conquered 
every foe for us!

Joy
Christ’s legacy to believers also includes joy. Again it is 
His joy. “These things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” 
(John 15:11) Joy in God is a hallmark of the Christian, 
for the gospel is “good tidings of great joy” (Luke 2:10). 
There are joys in this life, in family, work and leisure. The 
unconverted do not look beyond these blessings, but 
the Christian’s chief joy is in the God who gives them. 
This joy is the believer’s strength (Neh. 8:10).

Spiritual joy accompanies salvation. Some believers 
have great joy as soon as they are converted: they 
are like the lame man laid at the temple gate called 
“beautiful” (Acts 3:8). Others may have many conflicts 
and be troubled with many doubts, so that the joy of 
their salvation only appears later. Whichever is the 
case, if we are faithful to Christ and use our talents for 
His glory, we shall all one day enter into the perfect 
joy of our Lord and Saviour (Matt. 25:21,23). Who can 
describe the blessedness of that?

Hope
It is in Christ also that we have hope. God “has 
begotten us again unto a lively hope” by our Saviour’s 
resurrection from the dead (1 Pet. 1:3). This hope is 
strengthened by looking to Christ; looking to ourselves 
will only discourage us and cast us down. While we 
are here our hope is like an anchor, helping to keep us 
steady, but one day we shall weigh anchor and depart 
to heaven. Then our hope will give way to sight. We 
shall behold the Redeemer in all His glory and beauty.

The Christian’s cup may be full of troubles, yet he 
or she can look forward to a glorious inheritance. This 
is our consolation. So we go forward in faith, looking 
unto Jesus, and not turning back or turning aside. 
Remember, your afflictions are for time only, but what 
you have in Christ you shall possess forever!
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“So we go forward 
in faith, looking 
unto Jesus, and 
not turning back or 
turning aside.”
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“And even to your old age I am he” (Isaiah 46:4)

There are as many references to old age in the 
Bible, as there are to youth. Some examples 
recorded are Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Samuel, 

David, Barzillai, Joshua, Caleb, Paul, Mnason, John, 
Simeon, Anna, Elizabeth and Zacharias. Old believers 
must be fed, and the milk for the young will not do for 
them..

More Time for Higher Things
Ideally, when we are old there is leisure for more study 
and attention to be given to spiritual matters, such as 
the care and preparing of the soul to depart from this 
world to a “better country” (Heb. 11:16). More time 
for the Bible, prayer and worship, and less time for 
anxieties regarding this world, and for what this world 
can give us. We are anxious only to be “found of him in 
peace” (2 Pet. 3:14) when the Lord comes for us.

But this condition is seldom seen in old age these 
days. Most people when they grow in years grow 
more worldly, and instead of putting off more and 
more of this world they become more and more 
attached to it; and frankly many do not want to let 
go of it! But if we have sincerely “set [our] affection 
on things above” (Col. 3:2) we ought to be following 
a programme of detaching ourselves more and more 
from all unnecessary business here, in order to have 
a closer walk with God. This does not mean physically 
removing ourselves to a monastery (like the Emperor 
Charles V), but involves more heavenly mindedness as 
we make our way through this world; eg taking time 
to be more aware of God and looking for evidences 
of Christ’s presence in this world (Ps. 16:8), besides 
meditating on what He has done and shall yet do for 
us (Ps. 103:1-4).

The Qualities which ought to Adorn Old Age
The old Christian should be a man or woman of 
cheerfulness, moderation and wisdom; examples 
and guides to the youth. Like Simeon and Anna, they 
should be attending the public ordinances of the house 
of God as much as is physically possible. “Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of thy house” (Ps. 26:8), said old 
David. Old age is not a time to opt out of the church 
community, to become disillusioned, discontented and 
then withdraw. But greater experience of God should 
lead us to show optimism (because of past experience 

of ‘Ebenezers’ from the Lord, 1 Sam. 7:12), even in the 
worst of times. The Lord will bring His own through 
the trials which come to us even in old age. We have 
more experiential grounds for hope than younger 
pilgrims, who often see only the immediate worst and 
not the future best. The old should therefore encourage 
the young to steadfastness and not to let themselves 
be swept away with the contemporary enthusiasm 
to change all the things which God has appointed in 
His Word. The visible church is in decline but the true 
invisible church is persevering.

The Continuing Trials of Old Age
“My mind is beyond the river that has no bridge”, said 
one of Bunyan’s aged pilgrims. The race is almost over, 
but the devil is still there trying to trip us up on the 
home stretch. Sadly, many old runners, who began 
well, have marred or diluted their testimony as they 
come to the end of their days. They have let go what 
they stood for in better days, they are no longer single-
minded but compromisers. They are ‘facing both ways’ 
instead of one way. Paul was careful to the end: “this 
one thing I do...I press toward the mark” (Phil. 3:13,14). 
Far better to be able to say with the dying Paul, “I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7), 
than to go back to loving the world like Demas. Like 
Paul, we shall soon be out of our prison – let us leave a 
clear testimony behind, not an altered one! We have no 
right to change what God has given us in writing.

A Neglected Message
Some may say, “This is a morbid subject.” What? To go 
to be with Christ in Heaven – morbid? To make sure 
to die with Him in hope, and not alone in despair – an 
unnecessary subject? How much we should appreciate 
that hope as we see the end approaching (Heb. 10:25)! 
How many funerals have we attended where they can 
only talk about the dead person’s past, with nothing 
to say about their future? “The rich man also died, and 
was buried”, and no doubt with many eulogies, but 
it was Lazarus who was with Christ in Heaven (Luke 
16:22,23)! And for the suffering Lazarus it was the 
future that was important, and not his dreadful past. 
“It’s how you finish that matters!” said an old preacher. 
The dying thief was the perfect example of that. The 
road may be long and hard, but “by perseverance the 
snail entered the Ark” (C.H. Spurgeon)...and the Door is 
still open for sinners.

DEVOTIONAL

BELIEVERS IN OLD AGE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing 
thereof is of the Lord.” (Proverbs 16:33)

Solomon states unequivocally that everything, 
even down to the most seemingly random act, 
is governed by God. The ‘lot’ was a pebble or 

pebbles which were cast, or flung as a decisive act, into 
the ‘lap’. It was a handing over to God to determine 
the outcome, as opposed to an act of chance. It was 
an acknowledgement of God’s sovereign rule, even in 
situations where it was impossible for a decision to be 
made by man.

Facing Reality
On November 1, 1755, at approximately 9:40am, the 
city of Lisbon in Portugal was hit by an earthquake. It 
was All Saints’ Day, a Roman Catholic ‘feast’, and the city 
was filled with people. Some thirty religious buildings 
were destroyed in the quake, and an estimated 15,000 
people were killed instantly. Worse was to follow. 
Survivors of the earthquake ran to the harbour to 
take ships, thinking they could escape, only to be 
hit by a tsunami that swept over the city; thousands 
more died. In addition, fires broke out all over the city, 
becoming uncontrollable and burning for days; many 
more people died. Within a week it was estimated that 
30,000 to 70,000 people had died, and one of Europe’s 
great cities lay in ruins.

The reactions to all this were striking. Jesuits 
blamed the presence of Protestants in Lisbon as the 
cause. Protestant ministers who had faced the London 
earthquake in 1750 had an entirely different reaction. 
For them, a prior belief in Predestination, and in 
Providence as the outworking of God’s eternal decree, 
meant that they were able to preach, teach and comfort 
from a biblical perspective. The sermons from 1750 
are instructive, in pointing to the Fall, the practice of 
sins across the nation and the rightness of the Lord’s 
wrath, which is so often mingled with mercy. This was a 
message they repeated in 1755. Philosophers weighed 
in too. The French writer and historian Voltaire (1694-
1778) saw it as proof there was no God and that no 
reasonable person could believe in God.

Objections to Predestination
It is no surprise that predestination is rejected by 
many groups. First, by atheists, who deny that God 
even exists. Second, by those who ascribe everything 

to luck, chance and fortune. Third, by Deists, who hold 
a mechanistic view of the universe, as though it were 
like a giant clock that has been wound up and proceeds 
according to its own laws, without any reference to 
God. Fourth, by Socinians, who teach that the future 
is open-ended, to the extent that even God does not 
know the future, much less the outcome of dice being 
rolled. Fifth, by Arminians, who give the impression 
that God rules, yet that rule is contingent upon man’s 
free will. Astonishingly, Christians sometimes give the 
impression that they are practical atheists, believing 
that God can do the greater thing, yet doubting if he 
can or will take care of the lesser thing. This is a form 
of ‘Syrian’ theology – the belief that “the Lord is God 
of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys” (1 Kings 
20:28).

Solomon excoriates all these ideas by focusing 
upon what appears to be the most random act and 
outcome – a lot cast into a lap. What seems uncertain 
to us is entirely governed by God. That is the biblical 
position. In 1647 the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland passed an Act adopting the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, which in its third chapter contains 
statements on predestination, including both election 
and reprobation. Yet in 1970 the Church of Scotland 
Panel on Doctrine stated to the General Assembly 
that the doctrine of predestination, and certain other 
matters, were a burden on their consciences and could 
no longer be accepted. What had been the doctrine of 
the Kirk for centuries was now viewed as a ‘burden’!

What does Scripture say?

The Comprehensiveness of Predestination
As the Shorter Catechism helpfully explains (Q.7&8), 
God’s decree is worked out in two ways: first by 
creating the world and then by governing the world 
(otherwise known as Providence). Predestination 
entails the following:

(i) God has a plan. That plan is called his ‘will’ or ‘good 
pleasure’. Thus Paul can state that God “hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace” (2 
Tim. 1:9).

(ii) God’s plan is unchangeable. “My counsel shall 
stand and I will do all my pleasure...yea, I have spoken 
it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I 
will also do it.” (Isa. 46:10,11) Take the crucifixion. 
Scripture is very clear that “both Herod, and Pontius 

DOCTRINE

DOES GOD RULE EVERYTHING?
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / DOES GOD RULE EVERYTHING?

In his work A Golden Chain, the English theologian 
William Perkins (1558-1602) wrote that “God’s 
glory or majesty is the infinite excellence of his most 
simple and most holy divine nature.” It is impossible 
to understand predestination without considering 
the glory of God. A consideration of his glory leads us 
to the idea of the ordering of all things for that glory. 
In short, predestination is the means whereby God 
reveals his glory to us, his creatures. In addition, it is 
vital that creation and providence are kept together. As 
Calvin notes: “unless we pass on to his providence...we 
do not yet properly grasp what it means to say; ‘God is 
Creator’.” (Institutes, 1:16:1)

The Necessity of Predestination in Salvation
Put simply, there is no glorification for believers without 
predestination. Consider Paul’s words, “faith cometh 
by hearing” (Rom. 10:17). What exactly is involved 
in that? To hear means there must be preaching. But 
there cannot be preaching without preachers. That 
in turn necessitates preachers being raised up. All of 
which means there must be a word for preachers to 
preach. That in turn requires divine revelation and the 
word revealed to be both written down and preserved.

This brings us back to glorification. In Romans 
chapter 8 there is Paul’s famous ‘golden chain’. The 
grand design of the predestination of God’s people 
is conformity to the image of Christ. But how shall 
this be accomplished? As Paul says, “whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called...justified...glorified.” 
(8:30) In other words, there is no glory, no heaven, no 
seeing Christ, without predestination.

Christ is the Heart of Predestination
There is a Christ-centredness to predestination. 
We read that God chose his people in Christ “before 
the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). The Dutch 
theologian Franciscus Gomarus (1563-1641) stated at 
the Synod of Dort that “Christ in accordance with his 
divine nature also participated in the work of election”. 
William Perkins went so far as to see Christ as the 
foundation, means and goal of election.

Ultimately the incarnation and the cross were 
likewise foreordained, and so in the fullness of time 
Christ came, suffered and died to take away the sins 
of God’s elect. The point is this: Christ is at the heart of 
divine predestination, and to deny predestination is to 
deny the Christ-centredness of our salvation.

Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy 
hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” 
(Acts 4:27,28) This means that Judas Iscariot could 
not have taken ill, changed his mind, or found himself 
with urgent business in another city. The same can be 
said of everyone else present that day, from rulers to 
citizens.  

(iii) God governs everything in general. Nature and 
the ‘elements’ are governed by him: “the Lord hath 
His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the 
clouds are the dust of his feet.” (Nahum 1:3) And: “I 
have withholden the rain from you, when there were 
yet three months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain 
upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another 
city” (Amos 4:7).

(iv) God’s plan makes certain what seems to man 
uncertain. Take the case of the King of Babylon. God had 
stated that he would raise up the Babylonians, that in 
due time they would come to punish Israel. In Ezekiel 
21, the King of Babylon sets off to do battle. He comes 
to a fork in the road. Which direction will he take? He 
uses the acts of divination, which are described so 
pathetically: “he made his arrows bright, he consulted 
with images, he looked in the liver.” (v.21) In each case 
the answer was the same: take the road to Jerusalem 
– which was exactly as God had decreed, announced 
and determined (vv.20,22). So the Babylonians came 
and destroyed precisely as God had willed. The 
superstitious practices of the king were used to fulfil 
God’s predetermined outcome.

The Orderly Arrangement of Predestination  
What we mean by ‘orderly arrangement’ has been 
expressed in this way: “God ordains that there should 
be an order to creaturely being and creaturely history, 
and administers or regulates creaturely being and 
history so that they attain their perfection”. Put simply, 
providence is God’s means of working everything out 
perfectly as he thought it from eternity.

Predestination is a term which states that all is 
‘ordered’. It is the reason the universe is not out of 
control. Consider then this world in which we live. 
From the created order we can distinguish seasons: 
summer, winter, seedtime and harvest (Gen. 8:22). 
Jeremiah refers to the covenant of day and night (Jer. 
33:20), making reference to the original creation 
covenant of Genesis. The Exodus also evidences God’s 
plan. Abraham was given some details of it, covering 
four hundred years (Gen. 15:13). When Jacob went 
down into Egypt, that was part of God’s plan, just as 
much as what happened to Joseph.

This order exists because there is a reflection of 
God’s glory embedded in the very fabric of the creation. 

“It is the reason the 
universe is not out of 
control.”
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(Parker [1780-1845] was assistant minister in Dundee 
and from 1828 minister of Bon-Accord Chapel, Aberdeen, 
adhering to the Free Church in 1843. This piece is from 
‘Selected Portions from the Diary and Manuscripts of 
Rev. Gavin Parker’ published in 1848.) 

“For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and 
Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among thorns.” (Jeremiah 4:3)

There is here a call to Israel to repent and live 
to God. The call is applicable to us, for there is 
among us much profession, but little faith; much 

ground lying waste.

1) The State of the Heart
Consider the view given here of the state of the heart: 
it is like fallow ground, not in a state of preparation, 
but neglected, and barren, and useless. A thicket of 
thorns and wild bushes.

1. The powers of the understanding [are] neglected. 
There is little thinking or study about God and His 
Word; and few efforts are made to understand, or 
remember, or apply Divine truth.

2. The will and affections lying waste. There is no 
love to God, nor hatred of sin; no hope of heaven, nor 
fear of hell: no joy in holiness, nor grief for depravity: 
no will to depart from evil, nor desire to seek after good.

3. Conscience asleep. There is no reproof for sin; 
no regular way of thinking, acting, or judging. All is 
confusion within. There is no judgement-seat; no 
cognizance of thoughts, words, or actions; no remorse.

4. Abundance of evil productions resembling 
thorns. Evil thoughts, desires, propensities, actions, 
and words. All things are wild, unholy, vain; wicked 
thoughts, prejudices, errors, delusions, hypocrisies.

It is difficult to cultivate ground so neglected. It is 
hard and full of roots; the clearing away of bushes [and 
such like] is difficult. Similar is the state of sinners, who 
seldom will ever hear the truth. They hate the light. 
They will not remember, nor reason, nor seek God; no 
voice but that of God can reach the heart; no power but 
Jehovah’s is sufficient to arouse the dead conscience, 
or to alarm sinners dead in sin. No persuasion of man 
can make the sinner repent, or pray, or be humble or 
spiritually minded.

2) The Call of God to Break up the Fallow Ground
1. There will be much reluctance in the mind to this 

work. Sinners wish to sleep on, and not to be troubled 
about God, and sin, and holiness.

2. It will be a work of great difficulty, especially 
if it has been long uncultivated. Even in youth it is 
difficult to turn the thoughts to God, and it is more so 
afterwards.

3. It requires vigour, firm resolution, and persevering 
exertion.

4. It must be done sufficiently, not slightly, but by 
tearing up the ground, and bushes, and not sparing.

What is to be done in order to do this work?
1. Begin to think seriously on sin and danger; on the 

laws, justice, and tribunal of God; on the uncertainty of 
time, and an awful eternity.

2. Let conscience awake; you are in the hands of an 
angry God; condemned, and already under the curse. 
Sleep no more, lest you awake in hell.

3. Seek not false peace. Be not deceived by the 
indifference of others, nor by inward treachery. “There 
is no peace...unto the wicked.” (Isa. 48:22)

4. Spare no sin. Pluck out every root of bitterness. 
Down with every idol and temptation. Love not the 
world. Be not proud. Depart from all evil. Cut off the 
right hand, pluck out the right eye, if necessary.

How can all this be done?
1. Read much the Word of God: search the Scriptures 

(John 5:39). Meditate on the character of God, on His 
laws and threatenings, and on the nature and results 
of sin.

2. Attend a soul-searching ministry. This, though 
despised, is one of the most valuable blessings on 
earth. To discover sin, and to root out sin, the word of 
God must be pointed to the heart and conscience.

3. Be earnest in prayer. Wrestle with God. Seek the 
new heart. Convictions are felt in the heart. Prayer 
must be from the heart. Dig deep. Turn up every thorn.

3) The Subsequent Duty
‘Sow’: after the thorns are away, get into the heart and 
soul what will be productive to good fruit. Turn the 
ground to use.

1. The prepared and clear ground is the new heart. 
Good ground, illuminated by the sun of righteousness, 
and watered by the rain and dew from the Holy Spirit.

2. Seek spiritual knowledge, wisdom, knowledge 
of God, of Jesus Christ, and salvation. Without this 
knowledge the heart cannot be good.

THE FALLOW GROUND
GAVIN PARKER

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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THE MINISTRY OF ENCOURAGEMENT
REV. JAMES CLARK

“Barnabas...was glad, and exhorted them all” 
(Acts 11:22,23)

Barnabas doubtless had his own troubles, but 
helping others was a priority in his life. Christ 
had delivered him as the Good Samaritan and he 

now followed the command, “Go and do thou likewise.” 
(Luke 10:37) It was a duty of delight. Not that he felt 
joyful every day in doing it; not only the legs but the 
heart also grows weary. However, it was the practical 
purpose of his life. The ‘imitation of Christ’ is faith 
in action. Christ must be glorified and be seen to be 
glorified by His people.

Barnabas was always ready to give a helping 
hand. Whether he was asked to or whether he was not, 
he was there to help. Sometimes we have to take the 
initiative; not everyone who needs help asks for it. He 
not only helped in a material way (Acts 4:36,37), but also 
with words of comfort and encouragement (Acts 11:23). 
The word ‘comfort’ means to strengthen. Barnabas was 
wise enough to see the weak part in a person’s life which 
needed strengthening. Ministers, in particular, need 
discernment to see where the wound is or the plaster 
may go on to the wrong area. Nor is it a ‘one size fits all’; 
individuals have individual spheres and degrees of need. 
Some need only a word, others need constant words to 
remind them of what they have forgotten. The English 
writer Samuel Johnson wisely said that “men more 
frequently require to be reminded than to be informed.”

His name was his character. Barnabas means “The 
son of consolation” (Acts 4:36). Whenever he spotted 
someone who looked strained and preoccupied he 
would go over to them. Sometimes he did not need 
words, he would just put his hand on the person’s 
shoulder. His trust in the Lord encouraged others 
to trust (just as the gloom of some casts others into 
gloominess). We live in a self-centred society, where 
even acts of charity can be self-promoting and are 
not a fruit of cleaving to the Lord (Acts 11:23). The 

government and the media, whether deliberate or 
not, do feed the aim of ‘the survival of the fittest’, and 
encourage self-made men and women. Happily, the 
true church is made up of God-made men and women, 
‘new creations’ of God, His “workmanship” (Eph. 2:10). 
Barnabas did not do his work ostentatiously, but 
quietly; to be noisy, and start shouting at the downcast 
in front of you gives them a dreadful mental pain. He 
followed the example of his Master, “a bruised reed 
shall he not break” (Matt. 12:20).

The words of encouragement come from Christ. 
Barnabas did not make up his own psychological 
opinions but based his exhortations upon the words 
of Christ. Only the Lord knows what words are needful 
and profitable to us to get us through daily life. Barnabas 
knew this from his own experience. The Christian is on 
a journey, and we are travelling through a wilderness, 
through ‘enemy-occupied territory’. Consolation to help 
us endure and encouragement to persevere in hope 
are needed by every soul. Minds and hearts are fragile, 
and Barnabas knew from experience that we need all 
the encouragement we can get. He was not proud and 
knew that he often needed help himself (this is why he 
sent for Paul, Acts 11:25). The lonely feel that they are 
having to deal with all their problems on their own, the 
wounded feel that they are losing the battle, the guilty 
feel they are still in the prison. Christ gives promises to 
take to our heart. We live on promises; they were the 
crutches of Bunyan’s ‘Mr Ready-to-halt’. 

Are you a ‘Barnabas’? There is always someone 
worse than yourself, but Christ is “able to save to the 
uttermost” (Heb. 7:25) the very worst. This is a truth 
to be told, to pass on to others in their need. Paul was 
refreshed by the visit of Onesiphorus (2 Tim. 1:16). 
This reminds us that those who give encouragement 
to others need it themselves, even an Apostle. How 
welcome these visitors are in these barren days! There 
are many ‘doom and gloom’ merchants today, but it is 
those like Barnabas who are appreciated.
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3. Seek faith, love to God and man, hope, peace with 
God, Christian comfort, and holiness.

4. Attend with honest and enlightened minds on 
the ordinances of religion. There will be showers 
of blessing on Zion and dews from heaven; times of 
refreshing will come.

5. Seek to be fruitful. Be devout; spiritually minded; 
do good to all; glorify God; work righteousness.

6. Be earnest. Sow beside all waters. Be not weary 
in well-doing. Think often of the coming harvest in 
eternity. Gather much fruit unto eternal life to cause 
joy in heaven.
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All Christian churches baptise and therefore 
no one group has the exclusive right to the 
name ‘baptist’. Who is to be baptised has led 

to controversy. As Protestants we derive our position 
from Scripture and most Protestants baptise infants as 
well as adults.

The Covenant of Grace
Throughout history, God’s relationship to men is 
through a bond or ‘covenant’. It is based on who God 
is as Father, Son and Holy Spirit (John 14:13, 16:14, 
17:4-5). The Covenant of Grace declares God as a Friend 
of man, and the term ‘covenant’ may well be from a 
Hebrew word meaning ‘elect’, because its end is the 
deliverance of God’s people (Ps. 89:3). The Covenant of 
Grace was revealed to man after Adam fell (Gen. 3:15), 
but it was made with Christ in eternity (Titus 1:2) and 
is everlasting (Heb. 13:20). This means there is only one 
church and one plan of salvation throughout the Bible, in 
which God shows His love to His people and their seed.

This Covenant was formally made with Abraham 
(Gen. 17:7). As with the first baptisms in the New 
Testament, because the sign of this Covenant was new, 
Abraham received circumcision as an adult (v.24). 
Afterwards, not only Isaac as the child of the promise 
but the teenage Ishmael and all Abraham’s household 
also received circumcision (v.23) and were admitted to 
the visible church. We baptise infants because God has 
one love for His people, and as they and their children 
were brought into the Old Testament Congregation, so 
should they be in the New.

Baptism and the New Testament
The warrant to baptise infants must be from Scripture. 
Firstly, the New Testament mentions infant baptisms 
in 1 Corinthians 10:2 (see Exod. 10:9; 12:37); they 
cannot be dismissed as Old Testament ‘shadows’ 
and therefore not real, because all water baptisms 
are pointing to something more real – the need for 
cleansing through the blood of Christ (Heb. 10:22,23). 
Similarly, in Hebrews 9:10,19, the application of water 
to “all the people” includes children (see Exod. 20:12). 
Secondly, as nothing changes from the Old Testament 
to the New unless God dictates, we are positively to 
include children in the Covenant with their parents 
and administer its sign (baptism) to them. Any silence 
means a continuation, not a cancellation. We cannot 
deny children the sign of baptism as this would be 
anti-scriptural, and there is no single New Testament 

example of a visible church member denied baptism 
for his infant. Thirdly, we may not make a breach 
between the Testaments, arguing that salvation’s 
promise differs between them. God does not change.

Fourthly, both circumcision and baptism teach the 
need to remove the old sinful nature – something which 
infants can enjoy without exercising faith, as evidenced in 
the cases of Jeremiah and John the Baptist (Jer. 1:5; Luke 
1:41). It would be absurd if infants were to be refused 
the sign of salvation while possessing the reality. Fifthly, 
being Abraham’s seed and heirs to the promise (Gal. 
3:29), believers and their children must have the sign 
of church membership; hence we read of ‘household’ 
baptisms (Acts 16:14,15, 30-33; 1 Cor. 1:16). Faith is not 
mentioned as a prerequisite, except for the household 
head. Significantly, although it is not stated that infants 
were present in these households, it was not deemed 
necessary to state that they were not. The New Testament 
therefore warrants the baptising of households.

Signs and Seals
Circumcision was not a national identity badge; it had 
a spiritual significance (Jer. 9:26; Deut. 19:16). The 
uncircumcised were ‘unclean’ (Isa. 52:1) and Paul 
says that true circumcision brings a blessing (Rom. 
2:28). It signified the need for the cutting away of the 
old nature, and baptism is a sign of the same. Not all 
who were circumcised were converted, and likewise 
with baptism. But upon belief, the sign becomes an 
authoritative seal of our Union with Christ and that we 
have been truly cleansed. Receiving covenantal signs is 
not an optional or private matter: God would kill Moses 
for his lack of diligence in this duty (Exod. 4:24-26).

Why was circumcision replaced by baptism as the 
sign of God’s relationship with us (Col. 2:11-13)? As 
with the Passover, blood-shedding pointed forward to 
Christ’s shed blood, but this was no longer necessary 
after Christ had died and risen again. Additionally, 
females now receive the covenantal sign (Acts 8:12; 
16:15). In the New Testament we have a “better 
covenant”, not a lesser one (Heb. 8:6; 12:24); children 
must therefore continue to receive the sign of the 
promise (Acts 2:39), for they cannot have less than 
previously. At least one parent must be in the church 
for the children to be baptised (1 Cor. 7:14).

We baptise infants because Scripture teaches us to 
do so. We do not need a direct New Testament proof 
for this because the Scriptural warrant is there and has 
not been revoked.

THE BAPTISM OF CHILDREN
REV. RAYMOND KEMP

YOUTH FOCUS
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New Church Building for Poolewe & Aultbea 
(Rev. Murdo MacIver)

It was with a spirit of profound thankfulness to the 
Lord, and an overwhelming sense of joy, that the 
congregation of Poolewe & Aultbea gathered for 

the first time in their recently completed new church 
building for the public worship of God on Wednesday 
7th December 2022 and then on Lord’s Day 11th 
December.

The congregation had been without a permanent 
church building since January 2000 but in the Lord’s 
wonderful providence, in 2016 the local elder Mr 
Murdo MacDonald identified a suitable site, and plans 
were commenced to purchase the land and build a place 
of worship. Foundations for the new building were 
excavated in January 2020, but the Covid pandemic 
brought several unforeseen challenges to the project, 
requiring many revisions to the original timescales.  

Mr MacDonald and his nephew Mr Roddy 
MacLennan worked tirelessly throughout this period to 
overcome all logistical obstacles. The congregation are 
deeply grateful to them for their outstanding efforts in 
producing a most suitable and commodious building 
in which to engage in the public worship of God. The 
roominess of the sanctuary exceeded expectations and 
can comfortably accommodate seating for fifty.

The church is situated on the main A832, at its 
junction for the north access road into Aultbea, 

CHURCH NEWS
signposted Aultbea/Mellon Charles. It is easily spotted, 
having the village war memorial directly in front of it 
(see photograph on rear cover).

The congregation is indebted to the Finance & 
Sustentation Committee, through whom a mortgage loan 
from Stewardship was acquired to provide the necessary 
funds to purchase building materials and cover labour 
costs, and to the wider denomination (and beyond) for 
the many generous financial contributions received, 
which have proved vital to the success of this project.

Above all the congregation is thankful to God, who 
throughout this project has indeed revealed Himself to 
be Jehovah-Jireh, the God who provides. It is the fervent 
prayer of the Kirk Session and congregation that He 
would mightily use this building for His own glory, and 
that He would powerfully bless the faithful preaching 
of the Gospel there and be pleased to add to the church 
daily such as should be saved.   

The Deacons’ Court are planning to organise a 
service to formally open the new church building 
sometime in the New Year, DV, and details of this will 
be circulated when available.

Please remember the small work in Poolewe & 
Aultbea in prayer, and should anyone wish to make a 
financial donation to further defray build costs, please 
forward this to the congregational Treasurer: Mrs 
Joanne MacIver, 6 Pier Road, Aultbea, Achnasheen, 
IV22 2JQ or at joanne38lb@hotmail.com

The interior of the new church building

mailto:joanne38lb%40hotmail.com?subject=


Ordination of Elder in Shettleston
(Rev. Andrew Allan)

On Lord’s Day 13th November 2022, Mr John 
Campbell was ordained as a new Elder in the 
Shettleston congregation. The ordination was 

performed by the Interim-Moderator, Rev. Andrew 
Allan, who spoke from the words, “This is a true saying, 
If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
good work.” (1 Tim. 3:1) Mr Campbell has been a 
member of the congregation since April 2019, when 
he was baptised and accepted into membership of the 
congregation, which is in the East End of Glasgow.

Subscriptions

A reminder that subscriptions to the magazine 
for 2023 are now due. Details of the annual 
subscription rates, which are unchanged from 

last year, are found on the inside front cover. Subscribers 
should have received subscription renewal and gift 
subscription forms with their December issue, and if 
you have not yet done so, we encourage you to renew 
your subscription to the magazine and also to consider 
taking out a half-price gift subscription for one or more 
friends. The cost of a gift subscription is £16.75. Please 
note that half-price gift subscriptions can only be taken 
out for individuals who have a UK address.

If required, further forms may be obtained from 
the Subscriptions Secretary, whose contact details will 
also be found on the inside front cover.

Syria & Iraq: Christian Crisis in Mesopotamia 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Most Christians in Syria and Iraq are ethnic 
Assyrian, Armenian and Greek. With their 
historic heartland in Nineveh, northern 

Iraq, the Assyrians are the indigenous people of 
Mesopotamia. The number of Christians living in Syria 
has declined from 1.5 million before 2011, to roughly 
300,000 today. In Iraq, the Assyrian population has 
declined from 1.4 million (1987 census) to about 
200,000 in 2016, to maybe as few as 100,000 today. 
In Syria the Christian presence is under threat due to 
“inhumane” US sanctions, as well as Turkish aggression 
which risks reviving Islamic terror. In Iraq, the threat 
comes from crippling ethno-religious discrimination 
and persecution, and Muslim land-grabbing backed by 
powerful interests in ‘Kurdistan’, Baghdad and Tehran. 
Church leaders warn that Christians in Iraq are “on the 
very edge of extinction”. Please pray.

Thought for the New Year

“The Lord’s people often feel faint, being 
burdened with a body of sin and death, 
pursued and assaulted by Satan, tried and 

hindered by the world; but though faint they continue 
to pursue. Waiting on the Lord they renew their 
strength. The Lord has said, ‘I will strengthen thee.’ 
Brother, remember the promise and faithfulness of thy 
God; yield not to fear, or you will surely faint. Believe 
because God is true. David says, ‘I had fainted unless 
I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the living.’ Power is given in answer to prayer. 
Strength is proportioned to the day. The back is fitted 
for the burden. Our God will not lay upon us more than 
He will enable us to bear.”
James Smith

CHURCH NEWS
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Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

Mr John Campbell
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ADDRESS

TWENTIETH CENTURY REVIVALS IN THE 
WESTERN ISLES (1)
REV. MURDO A.N. MACLEOD

(The first part of the second address given at the Spring 
Conference in Inverness in April 2022. It has been lightly 
edited.)

As we survey the pages of history our attention 
is drawn, from time to time, to particular 
episodes of Gospel blessing; when the Lord 

visits His church, revives His people and brings many 
out from the power of darkness and translates them 
“into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). During 
the twentieth century, despite many assaults from the 
enemy, the Western Isles of Scotland experienced such 
periods of Divine power. As we consider periods of 
revival in that part of Scotland we shall consider three 
main matters; some facts, some features, and finally 
some fruits of these revival movements.

SOME FACTS
We can divide the revival movements in the Western 
Isles during the twentieth century according to the 
decades:

The first records
The first records of revival in the Western Isles in the 
twentieth century record movements in the districts 
of Uig, Barvas, Bernera, Carloway and Stornoway in 
the period from 1900 to around 1912. Uig had been 
the cradle of that wonderful reviving work which 
had transformed the island some eighty years earlier 
during the ministry of Rev. Alexander Macleod. While 
this revival in the first decade of the twentieth century 
was not of the same magnitude, it was a remarkable 
period of blessing. This is all the more significant as 
the islands had undergone some trying ecclesiastical 
times around the end of the nineteenth and beginning 
of the twentieth century.

The late Rev. Murdo Macaulay writes of the 
movement in his native Carloway. It began in 1903 and 
continued there until about 1912. To give one statistic, 
in the space of five years almost sixty people professed 
faith in Carloway Free Church alone. Rev. George 
Mackay, later of Fearn Free Church, was involved in 
the movement during his time in Stornoway, and, as a 
token of their love and esteem, the young people from 
the small village of Tolsta Chaolais presented him with 

a writing desk in 1910. Bearing in mind that it was a 
small village at a time of great poverty, the gift speaks 
volumes.

One Free Church minister wrote of ministers who 
came from elsewhere to assist at communion seasons, 
in Lewis in particular, being overwhelmed with joy and 
inspiration at seeing hundreds flocking to the House of 
God, some of these people arriving nearly two hours 
before the service was due to begin in order to be 
sure of a seat. The same minister said that it was quite 
evident that the Spirit of the Lord had been working 
among both the young and old during the previous five 
or six years.

Around this time there are also records of 
significant spiritual awakening in the island of Harris. 
Rev. D.T. Mackay, a well-known itinerant evangelist, 
visited Harris, and at times whilst preaching there 
his voice was almost drowned out by the emotion of 
the people. The local minister reported to the General 
Assembly that matters were more promising in Harris 
at that time than they had been for many years. In one 
congregation alone about sixty people professed faith 
over a period of two to three years.

Such was the poverty at that time that many felt 
unable to attend church due to a lack of suitable 
clothing. In an attempt to remedy this, a group of 
young converts in Stornoway Free Church formed a 
small committee with the purpose of gathering funds 
which could be used to buy new clothes and shoes for 
anyone who wished to come to church.

The 1920s
Another period of revival occurred during the 1920s. 
This followed the travails of the First World War, 
during which the island of Lewis alone contributed 
6,200 servicemen. Many returned home bitter and 
disillusioned, shaken by the atrocities they had seen. 
The enemy might well have worked such conditions to 
his advantage, but the Lord again visited in power. Rev. 
Angus Mackay, the Free Church minister at Kingussie, 
assisted at communion seasons at Knock and Lochs in 
1923. He has left a record telling of packed churches. 
At Knock for instance, the main church, which can 
accommodate well over 1,500 people, was nearly full 
every day from Thursday onwards, with additional 
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services in several other districts throughout the 
congregation. All the visitors present went home 
following the Monday morning service, but 1,200 local 
people gathered for an additional service that evening. 
The minister of Ness Free Church, Rev. Roderick 
Macleod, also saw blessing in the 1920s. In total over 
a hundred new communicants were added to the 
congregation between 1922 and 1928, with twenty-
seven professing faith in 1925.

Staying with the 1920s, an awakening commenced 
in the small village of Bunavoneadar in north-west 
Harris. By the autumn of 1925 numbers attending the 
weekly prayer meeting had dwindled, and the matter 
was not helped by the seasonal duties associated with 
harvest time. At one point the local elder decided it 
might be as well to stop the prayer meeting until the 
work of harvest was complete. He went to the prayer 
meeting intending to make this announcement to the 
two or three who were present, but he found himself 
unable to make the intimation. He felt as if the Lord 
had closed his mouth and he concluded that this was a 
sign that his duty was to press on. The following week 
there were five present, and week by week it increased 
until the village was visited by a great reviving work 
which spread throughout Harris and was noted for 
sober earnestness. By the following year it had crossed 
the sound of Harris to the small island of Berneray and 
neighbouring North Uist.

The 1930s
A decade later in the 1930s, another period of blessing 
came to the island of Lewis. Once again the parish of 
Carloway was visited in a powerful way. Rev. Murdo 
Macaulay, who was himself converted at this time, 
records that the movement spread from village to 
village and in the space of ten years 101 members were 
added to the Free Church in Carloway. Other areas 
were likewise affected, including the districts of Lochs 
and Ness. Communion seasons were exceptionally 
well attended. “The churches were full, and the 
solemnity at those services was awe-inspiring”. Murdo 
Macaulay also recalls one house meeting in his own 
area where seventeen men, almost all recent converts, 
engaged in public prayer. He remarks on how the time 
passed unnoticed, as there was such a freshness and 
earnestness about the prayers that all were gripped 
and carried along in one united exercise of prayer and 
worship.

Wherever people met, whether in a house, on the 
road or at their daily work, the talk was of the work 
of God and of who had been converted. Some families 
had four or five converted while others saw none. Mr 
Macaulay comments: “It is remarkable how dark some 
families remain even in the midst of a revival”.

The 1940s
In the district of Point many were converted at this 
time. While the revival was certainly dying down as we 
move into the 1940s, the effect was still felt in people 
making profession of faith. The Free Church there saw 
twenty-three new members in 1940 and a further 
eighteen the following year. The late Rev. Kenneth 
Smith noted that some sat at the Lord’s Table for the 
first time whilst home on leave, and never sat there 
again as they were subsequently killed in the war.

The 1950s
If we move to the period after the Second World War 
there are further reports of periods of revival. During 
the 1950s the Faith Mission visited the area and indeed 
any mention of a Lewis revival nowadays tends to be 
automatically associated with that work. In reality 
there was a far wider work in progress, as different 
areas saw the Spirit of the Lord move powerfully. This 
Faith Mission movement had its genesis in Barvas on 
the West Side of Lewis, spreading to Lochs, Ness, Point 
and the island of Great Bernera amongst other districts. 
It was largely associated with the Church of Scotland, 
although some in the Free Church were converted at 
that time. The Faith Mission also visited North Uist in 
April 1957 and over the coming months many came 
under the influence of the Gospel. Crowded meetings 
were held, often in school rooms. The movement 
spread south to Benbecula, and also to an extent to 
Howmore and the surrounding areas of South Uist.

Later periods
Sadly the revivals of the 1950s were the last large scale 
movement in the Western Isles. Although there were 
later periods of blessing in the twentieth century in 
areas such as Back and Stornoway, none of them had 
the same geographical spread, numbers affected or 
power present.

An examination of the geographical spread of these 
revivals over these decades does show a pattern. Some 
areas are referred to again and again, including in Lewis 
– Uig, the West Side and Point – while others have little 
to report. This is a further reminder of God’s sovereignty, 
but it also raises the question of whether human factors 
were at play. Doubtless some were more exercised in 
prayer for revival in their districts than others.

“Some families had 
four or five converted 
while others saw 
none.”

January 202314
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THE GREAT COMMISSION
REV. WILLIAM MACLEOD

“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Matthew records for us here the last command 
of Christ before He ascended up to heaven. 
Originally it was addressed to the apostles, 

but it is for all the church till our Lord returns again. 
We are to be workers in the vineyard, traders in the 
market place and fishers of men.

The One who Speaks
Our Saviour, having died for our sins on the cross, 
is now risen. He has fulfilled all that divine justice 
required for the salvation of His people and now is 
about to ascend to be crowned King of kings and Lord 
of lords. His Father will say to Him, “Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
(Ps. 110:1) As a reward for His atoning work He is 
given “to be head over all things to the church.” (Eph. 
1:22) All power in heaven is given to Him. He has the 
angels at His disposal. Better still He has the Holy 
Spirit to bestow on men. All power on earth is His and 
He employs Caiaphas, Pilate and even Caesar himself.

Christ has an elect which He was given in eternity. 
He has taken their sins and suffered the punishment 
which they were due, upon His cross. Having purged 
their sins (Heb. 1:3). He will now work out everything 
for their salvation. He calls sinners to repentance with 
an effectual call. His Spirit accompanies the word 
preached with irresistible power. In His position as 
Head over all for the church our Lord is active, working 
among friends and enemies for the salvation of those 
whom He loved. No power can successfully resist Him.

The Actual Commission
The Commission begins with the words, “Go ye”. He is 
addressing His apostles and those who would follow 
them. The word “therefore” stresses the command of 
the all-powerful One. We have a duty to submit to Him 
and carry out His wishes. Further, we are to go to all 
nations. The whole world is included. Mark records 

that Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

Jesus said, “Go...and teach all nations”. The word 
which is used here for “teach” is different from the 
word translated “teaching” in verse 20. Here it means 
“make disciples of them”. Make them followers of you 
as you follow Christ. So we have the duty to give to 
all basic Christian teaching regarding sin, judgment, 
Christ’s atoning work, repentance, faith, justification 
and eternal life.

The command adds, “baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. 
Notice in passing that it is into the “name” singular of 
the Father, Son and Spirit. There is only one God though 
He is three persons. Baptism along with the Lord’s 
Supper are the only two sacraments given to us in the 
New Testament. Baptism is the sacrament of initiation. 
It is into God that we are baptised. The two ideas are 
washing and union with God. Baptism does not save. 
They must first be disciples before they are baptised. 
The Ethiopian Eunuch asked to be baptised. Philip 
responded, “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest.” (Acts 8:37) Faith is required.

The converts are then to be taught, “to observe 
whatsoever I have commanded you”. It is not enough to 
believe and be baptised. The individual must continue 
to learn what man is to believe concerning God and 
what duty God requires of man.

The Promise
Not only is there a command here, but also a wonderful 
promise: “Lo I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.” The reality is that we are unable to 
make disciples of anyone. All are naturally hostile 
to the gospel. By nature they are dead in sin. So the 
hyper-calvinist argues, since we can convert no-one, 
don’t try. But Christ commands us, therefore we must 
proclaim the gospel. Faith comes by hearing. Our Lord 
has given us a great promise. He is not far away. By His 
Spirit He accompanies the word when He pleases, and 
regenerates the sinner. We are to do our duty reaching 
out to a lost world and we leave God to do the work 
which only He can do. Christ promises to be with His 
church helping them to proclaim the Gospel till the end 
of time.
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CHRISTIANITY DECLINING IN THE UK

Important consequences

Christianity, in its broadest sense, is declining 
in the UK, as recent censuses indicate. The 
results of the question on religion in the 2021 

census in England and Wales, published in November, 
show that for the first time Christianity is a minority 
religion, with 46.2% of people describing themselves 
as “Christian”, compared with 59.3% in 2011. Results 
for the separate 2022 census in Scotland are not yet 
available, but will no doubt reveal something similar 
(Scotland’s 2011 census recorded 53.8% identifying 
as Christian). In Northern Ireland, 79.7% identified as 
Christian in 2021, compared with 82.3% in 2011.

Some genuine Christians may not be concerned at 
this trend, as it relates largely to nominal belief and 
even false belief, yet the decline has some unwelcome 
consequences. The growing disparity between the 
legal position of Christianity in the UK and its practical 
position gives ammunition to those who aim to change 
our country from a Christian to a secular one. It also 
gives the enemies of the Protestant Reformed religion 
who occupy influential places in our public institutions 
an excuse to promote other beliefs and ways of life, in 
the name of ‘equality’ and ‘diversity’.

The decline in Christianity has effects upon individual 
believers bearing witness to Christ. An example is ex-
serviceman John Dunn, who evangelises on the streets 
of Swindon, Wiltshire. According to the Christian 
Concern website, when preaching in November 2020 
Mr Dunn got into conversation with two women in a 
same-sex ‘marriage’. Out of love and compassion, Mr 
Dunn told them, “It says in the Bible that homosexuals 
will not inherit the kingdom of God”, at which the women 
took ‘offence’ and reported him to the police.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) prosecuted Mr 
Dunn under the Public Order Act, alleging that he was 
guilty of ‘hate speech’. Alarmingly, lawyers for the CPS 
wrote to the defence team: “There are references in the 
bible which are simply no longer appropriate in modern 
society and which would be deemed offensive if stated 
in public.” The CPS prosecutes on behalf of the Crown. 
Does the CPS not know that when our monarchs are 
crowned the Bible is brought to them, with the words, 
“we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing 
this world affords. Here is Wisdom; This is the royal Law; 
These are the lively Oracles of God”? Thankfully the case 
against Mr Dunn fell apart in November 2022, and the 
CPS has since acknowledged that the lawyers’ statement 
was inappropriate. How we must pray that the Lord 
would revive His work in our land!

THE WHOLE TRUTH

Things are not always as they seem

It was Pilate who asked, “What is truth?” (John 
18:38) The significance of this question was seen in 
the recent public humiliation of Lady Susan Hussey, 

who for sixty years served as a lady-in-waiting to the 
late Queen Elizabeth. The occasion was a reception 
at Buckingham Palace and an exchange she had with 
Ngozi Fulani, a woman from London who is CEO of a 
charity called Sistah Space. According to its website, 
Sistah Space is “a specialist charity that supports 
African and Caribbean heritage women affected by 
domestic and sexual abuse, UK wide.”

The next morning Fulani posted on Twitter, stating 
her “mixed feelings” about the visit and naming Hussey. 
She shared her recollection of the conversation, in 
which Hussey repeatedly asked Fulani, who is black 
and had dressed for the event in what looked like 
African clothing, “Where are you from?” Having 
given various other answers, Fulani ended with “I am 
of African heritage, Caribbean descent and British 
nationality.” The story made the newspapers and the 
following day, after numerous media interviews in 
which Fulani spoke of “an interrogation” and “abuse”, 
Hussey resigned, expressing via Buckingham Palace 
“her profound apologies for the hurt caused” and 
offering to meet with Fulani.

If Hussey was unkind or insensitive then that was 
the right thing to do. Yet, as is so often the case, all 
may not be as it first seemed. Allegations of illegal 
practice in the charity’s accounts have been made on 
social media and the Charity Commission is said to 
be “assessing” this material. One of the charity’s main 
funders is apparently looking into whether the grants 
given were used as intended. Solomon’s words come 
to mind: “He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; 
but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him.” (Prov. 
18:17) After the negative publicity Sistah Space ceased 
operating temporarily, citing racist abuse and safety 
concerns. The truth will be known in time.

Time has already brought to light facts not known at 
the beginning of this story. This ought to make us wary 
of knee-jerk reactions, just as Solomon warns: “He that 
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and 
shame unto him.” (Prov. 18:13) How many in our society 
are influenced by tweets, headlines and the sensational! 
How many react emotionally to what is portrayed as 
awful, when the unspoken reality may be very different! 
Who will engage in analysis? Who will dare to state the 
truth? The Saviour tells us that the truth makes us free – 
including from the tyranny of emotionalism.

COMMENT
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The Union between Scotland and England is a 
major contemporary issue. It is worth reflecting 
upon its history. The central issue for many in 

1707 was the Presbyterian Establishment; the social, 
political and economic arguments were secondary. 
Today we have the reverse; the Presbyterian 
Establishment is despised and the economic and 
political arguments are to the fore. Whereas the Union 
was once generally seen as good, today many think of 
it as bad. Historically, the Established Church had a 
central role in the life of the nation; now many want 
pluralism and secularism to be the ‘national religion’. 
What concerned Presbyterians in 1707, and ought to 
concern us today? To grasp this requires the following 
survey.

What could Possibly go Wrong?
Having come through the Revolution crisis (1680-90), 
a fresh controversy arose in Scotland over the proposed 
Union with England. It effectively created four groups 
in Scotland: (i) those who opposed the Union under 
any circumstance; (ii) those who approved the Union 
in order to undermine Presbyterianism; (iii) those 
Presbyterians who approved the Union but were 
against the Act itself; (iv) those Presbyterians who 
approved the Act to varying degrees.

The immediate background was the Darien scheme – 
an attempt in the late 1690s to create a Scottish colony 
on the Isthmus of Panama linking North and South 
America. Whether this failed venture led directly to the 
Union is still debated. One thing is clear: the financial 
loss, and the thousands of signatures petitioning for 
redress, heightened the reality of Scotland’s economic 
dependence upon England. On 12th February, 1700, King 
William recommended a Union to the House of Lords, 
as a means of avoiding the conflict of interests that the 
Darien scheme had exposed. Nothing further happened.

Talks on union were nothing new. Negotiations had 
occurred in 1670, but they failed. In the new round of 
negotiations, Presbyterians were generally opposed to 
the proposal. Once it became known that only trade, 
taxation and parliament were being discussed, alarm 
was raised, as the absence of any consideration of the 
place of the Kirk could be detrimental to its existence. 
From that point onward, the position of the Established 
Church in Scotland became the central test of any Union.

Road to Union
The road to Union was tortuous indeed. The Union of 

the Crowns in 1603 did not mean a Union of Nations 
and Parliaments. To begin with, Queen Anne (who 
succeeded William in 1702) was a committed Anglican. 
In the political fallout over succession, James Douglas, 
2nd Duke of Queensberry, took the opportunity to 
achieve three things: an Act ratifying the Queen’s 
succession; an Act securing the Church of Scotland 
and Presbyterian Church government; and an Act 
nominating commissioners to negotiate a union with 
England. Elections in Scotland increased Episcopalian 
representation in the Parliament, causing alarm 
amongst Presbyterians.

In 1703, Union negotiations once again fell apart, this 
time on three issues: the succession to Anne (especially 
after the death of her son the Duke of Gloucester) 
without due regard to Scottish law; the war on France, 
also without reference to Scotland; and the Darien 
affair. The general feeling was one of dissatisfaction, 
the argument being that if the union of the crowns had 
brought this, what would a union of nations bring?

Public opinion towards union varied from one 
extreme to the other. Every sector of society was split. 
For modern academics, one view is that rejection of 
union was the response of an uneducated, prejudiced 
lower class, while the educated elites favoured union. 
The alternative view is that rejection was the popular 
view, which was betrayed by a corrupt political elite. 
For G.M. Trevelyan (1876-1962) of the University of 
Cambridge, opposition to union was down to anti-
English sentiment; it was “Flodden, still unavenged”. 
What is apparent is that these neat classifications 
did not actually exist. And all the academic wrangling 
ignores what was happening in the Church and the 
numerous debates held regarding the Union.

Popular Opinion Energised
Reference was made earlier to the debacle over the Darien 
scheme. In 1699 a petition from ‘Noblemen, Barons and 
Gentlemen’ was raised, with 21,000 signatures. To the 
annoyance of many, Parliament met and then adjourned 
without resolution. The following year a further eighteen 
petitions were presented. Furthermore, some 2,000 
copies of Propositions to Caledonia and the National 
Address were circulated across the country. Rallies were 
held regarding Darien, indicating the strength of public 
opinion. Why does this matter? Because there was 
similar activity over the Union:

(i) Episcopalian Mobilisation. In 1703, Episcopalians 
began using the same tactics as employed over Darien, 
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with petitions, pamphlets and rallies, boosted by 
Queen Anne’s open support. In Glasgow, Episcopalian 
activities actually resulted in a Presbyterian 
meetinghouse being attacked on 7th March, which in 
turn led to retaliation from Presbyterians, requiring 
troops to restore order. Ironically, Episcopalian 
activities served to stir up a Presbyterian response.

(ii) Printing Troubles. Worries about Jacobite 
pamphlets led to a clampdown on printing. Printers 
were forbidden to make reference to the French king’s 
recognition of James VII’s son as the rightful king of 
Scotland. Printers were arrested and their presses 
seized. In 1703, it was ordered that all printers put 
their name on all publications. It was increasingly 
realised, however, that nothing was working. The 
tussle between press and Parliament continued for 
a number of years, but in the end the controls were 
loosened, with the realisation that the press could be 
harnessed by the State.

(iii) Pamphlet Campaign. The pro-union and anti-
union pamphlets of 1706-07 indicate the intensity of 
the debate. It would be tedious however to list these 
pamphlets, as their existence is sufficient to make the 
point.

Presbyterian Alarm
In the midst of the various alarms throughout the 
country, attention turned to the Scottish Parliament, 
with demands that it ensure the Revolution Settlement 
and the Claim of Right. The issue was simple. Would any 
Union be confessional or unconfessional in its religious 
character? Would the ecclesiastical establishment of 
Scotland be absorbed into the English one? This was 
not an academic debate, but one with far-reaching 
consequences: first, the role and place of Scotland 
itself in any such Union; second, the relationship with 
the English Church; and third, the ongoing threat from 
France and its Counter-Reformation agenda (shades of 
Brexit?).

Presbyterian concerns were not unfounded. In 
the 1660s an influential group of politicians led by 
John Maitland, the 2nd Earl of Lauderdale, sought to 
subordinate Presbyterianism to the State. In addition 
there was a group of ecclesiastics, led by the ‘Aberdeen 
Doctors’, who sought a pragmatic course of action, 
sowing the seeds of what later became known as 
‘moderatism’. The Restoration Church had been 
swept away with the Revolution, but the change had 
not been an absolute one. This point was evident in 
a Presbyterian tract entitled A Three-Fold Cord for 
Ensuring and Securing Presbytery in Scotland published 
in 1704. The cords were: (i) “Her Majesty’s repeated 
promises and engagements in favours thereof”; (ii) 
“Our laws and acts of Parliament, especially these near 

fifteen years bygone”; (iii) “Our national claim of right, 
and the people their fixed resolution to stand by it.”

William Sefton and the Earl of Cromarty became the 
spokesmen for an influential group of nobles and others. 
While sympathetic to a Presbyterian establishment, 
they were prepared to accept an ‘Erastian’ settlement 
(in which the State has supremacy over the Church 
in spiritual matters as well as temporal), in order to 
quash religious conflict. This meant a rejection of Jus 
Divinum (the Divine Right of Church Government). It 
also meant that there would be no General Assemblies 
as of right – something Presbyterians had suffered to 
achieve.

What these Erastian-minded politicians failed to 
grasp was the influence of publications such as Naphtali 
(James Steuart, 1667) and Jus Populi Vindicatum 
(James Stirling, 1669) in hardening Presbyterian 
opinion against throwing away their principles. The 
historical record of suffering, for the covenants and the 
crown rights of the Redeemer, could not be set aside 
for any Union, no matter how advantageous it might be 
in other ways. The strength of feeling was seen in the 
Barrier Act passed by the General Assembly in 1697, 
ensuring that there could be no sudden changes in 
doctrine, discipline, government or worship without 
first going through Presbyteries. The wisdom of this 
became more apparent with the accession of Anne to 
the throne and the Union debates from 1706.

Triumph
On 16th October, 1706, the Commission of the General 
Assembly opposed outright the Treaty of Union as 
it stood. This was to become the turning point. The 
Scottish Parliament immediately replied on 12th 
November with an Act for the Security of the Church 
of Scotland. This was matched with a similar Act at 
Westminster. These became the essential parts of the 
whole agreement. Effectively, from that point onwards, 
the Union debates began to lessen as the central issue 
had been resolved to the satisfaction of the Kirk.

No less than Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) 
reflected regarding the post-Revolution Kirk that “the 
Church was never more efficient as a Christian and moral 
institute than from 1690 to 1712”. Equally significant 
is the comment by John Willison (1680-1750) in his 
A Fair and Impartial Testimony of 1744: “the church of 
Scotland continued owning and adhering to her ancient 
principles and doctrines, and using means to promote 
religion through the land for many years after the 
revolution, without any visible declension.”

What happened next is another story. For now it 
suffices us to acknowledge the enormous issues at 
stake and how through it all the Lord preserved the 
Church as established by law.
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CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ayr    
Ballyclare & Doagh     
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Nov 2021
£

20,350
23,500
33,116
22,567
10,560

110,092

19,148
15,864

8,808
20,094
63,914

9,676
10,780
15,900

2,338
22,114
32,180
24,000
20,833

6,260
144,080

19,795
21,834
18,459
15,975
29,753
88,314

194,130

20,972
7,485

27,278
25,778
27,544

109,056

985

622,258

34,275
0

656,533

141,075
515,458

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2022

£

0
0
0
0

8,223
8,223

1,000
6,310

225
0

7,535

0
0
0
0
0
0

10,000
0
0

10,000

0
0
0

3,298
415

0
3,713

278
0

640
820

1,230
2,968

0

32,438

0
0

32,438

2,663
29,775

Total to Nov 2022
£

21,450
24,000
32,864
23,920
10,695

112,929

14,517
17,049
9,208

16,289
57,062

8,846
14,165
15,034
2,680

23,213
27,409
24,500
13,721
2,500

132,068

27,189
23,323
17,796
16,500
29,362
95,388

209,558

20,510
6,691

28,919
25,907
29,103

111,130

995

623,741

54,356
0

678,096

144,408
533,688

Nov 2022
£

1,950
1,781
2,000
1,450

975
8,156

12,000
700

0
700

13,400

247
1,000
1,119

230
1,600
1,000
1,103

500
0

6,798

9,054
1,650
1,420
1,126
2,200
7,020

22,470

1,500
1,891
1,500
1,500
1,600
7,991

0

58,815

3,952
0

62,767

0
62,767

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 

January    February   March
8    St Louis   19  Stornoway   12  Cross, Portree
22  Atlanta   26  Harris   19  Glasgow–Knightswood
        26  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane, Scalpay Harris
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“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord.”

Psalm 122:1

The new place of worship of the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation (courtesy of Mrs Joanne MacIver)


