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It is reckoned that the world is more violent now 
than at any time since the Cold War. This violence 
is manifested in international and civil wars, 

ethnic and religious struggles, and fights over natural 
resources. Africa is the worst-affected landmass. 
Armed conflicts there have almost doubled over the 
last decade. Battle-related deaths average more than 
100,000 a year and millions of people have been 
displaced. In some countries, such as the Congo and 
Sudan, peace is particularly elusive.

In recent years, attention has been on other 
continents, with two conflicts occupying the headlines. 
The war between Russia and Ukraine has resulted 
in untold military casualties. It has been fought on a 
digital battlefield as much as a traditional one, with 
extensive use of drones to locate and destroy enemy 
targets. The age-old Israeli-Palestinian feud resurfaced 
shockingly, with a killing spree and hostage-taking by 
Hamas. In return, Gaza has been devastated. In neither 
conflict is an end yet in sight.

War of any kind is brutal, and modern warfare is 
especially so. Efforts are being made to end these 
two conflicts, beginning with ceasefires. This will not 
be easy, as suspicion and mutual hatred are deeply 
ingrained. We find that the Word of God is of great 
relevance when it comes to the discord in our world. 
It shows us the cause of the problem and reveals the 
remedy.

The God of Peace
The truth is that conflicts exist on earth because of a 
spiritual war which began in heaven. The world is not 
as God made it. Scripture tells us that Satan tempted 
our first parents. They sinned and fell, and their ruin 
affected every generation of mankind. By Noah’s time, 
the earth was corrupt and “filled with violence” (Gen. 
6:11). It has continued to be so, for fallen man is a slave 
to sin. God has a controversy with us and threatens 
us with a punishment greater than we can bear. The 
broken relationship between God and men leads to the 
breakdown of earthly relationships. A reconciliation is 
needed, but how will it be brought about? 

When two parties are in dispute it is usual for 
the one at fault to make moves towards peace. It is 
different here. Behold the graciousness of God; He is 
the Peacemaker! The God of Peace (Rom. 15:33) has 
made peace (Col. 1:20) through The Prince of Peace 
(Isa. 9:6). Sinners are reconciled to God through the 
redeeming work of His precious Son. To what great 
lengths Christ went for His people, to bring about 
peace between them and God! He became man, lived a 
perfect life, suffered for their sins, and satisfied God’s 
justice. “He denied himself peace, that we might enjoy 
it” (Thomas Boston).

The Gift of Peace
God makes those who are His enemies by nature to 
be His friends! Through the Spirit’s saving work, we 
receive the benefits of what Christ accomplished at 
Calvary. As believers in Jesus, we have peace with God 
(Rom. 5:1). God credits Christ’s perfect righteousness 
to our account, justifying us in His sight. God’s wrath, 
which fell upon our Substitute, is turned away from us 
and will never visit us. God is at peace with us. This 
peace is outside of us; we always have it and can never 
lose it. We have changed sides in the spiritual war, and 
our conflict is no longer with God but with the world, 
the flesh and the devil.

Believers also know the peace of God (Phil. 4:7). 
Do we tend to be anxious about things? When eternal 
issues have been settled and we trust the Lord, we 
should know a calmness of spirit. We will do so if we 
continue in prayer and meditation upon God’s truth. 
The peace of God being within us, it can be interrupted. 
Through sin, we wound our conscience and grieve the 
Holy Spirit. At such times we need to go to Christ as 
our “advocate with the Father” and “the propitiation 
for our sins” (1 John 2:1,2). The more our minds are 
fixed upon the Lord, the more we will enjoy this peace.

The Gospel of Peace
We have many relationships in life. In all of them 
Christians should seek to be peaceable, and, where 
necessary, peacemakers. Our desire is not only to 
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encourage peace among men but to see peace between 
men and God. What does that mean practically? For 
ministers, it means proclaiming Christ crucified and 
aiming to bring our hearers to the Saviour, who brings 
us to God. Nothing in the world is more important than 
this. “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!” (Rom. 10:15) 

For believers generally, it means to pray to the Lord 
that in His wrath He would remember mercy. Abraham 
did this for wicked Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:23-
33) and Moses for idolatrous Israel (Exod. 32:11-14). 
Are we crying to God for our nation? The UK is not only 
ripe for judgement; it is under judgement already, in 
that the Lord has left us to ourselves – which sadly is 
what most people want. We are to plead that He would 
spare our land, and turn us to Himself in repentance. 
Nothing is more needed than this.

A Peaceable Character
The works of the flesh include hatred, strife and 
murders, but the fruit of the Spirit is peace (Gal. 5:20-
22). As Christians, we want to dwell in peace with our 
fellow men. There is only one thing that hinders us 
from doing that. We have a quarrel with the world over 
sin. The direction we are given is, “Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see 
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Our calling to be peaceable is 
not to be pursued at the expense of our calling to be 
holy. As Thomas Watson said, “a gracious heart prefers 
inward purity before outward peace”.

The great enemy of peace is pride. We think a lot of 
ourselves and little of others. Our opinions are always 
right and no one else’s! Paul told the Philippians 
that their humility was necessary for the unity of the 
church. He then showed them the perfect example of 
a lack of pride. When God’s only begotten Son entered 
our world, He “took upon him the form of a servant”. 
He “humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7,8). We see 
where true humility begins: “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus” (v.5). 

A Peaceable Conduct
This is a challenge to us all. Christ had to reprove His 
disciples for strife when they argued among themselves 
which of them should be accounted the greatest (Luke 
22:24). Perhaps we too have been guilty of seeking 
a place, a position, or preeminence in the church, 
exalting ourselves. Some have gone so far as to divide 
the church through their self-importance. We ought to 
love the unity of Zion and live and serve accordingly, 
just as David did. “For my brethren and companions’ 

sakes, I will now say, Peace be within thee. Because of 
the house of the Lord our God I will seek thy good” (Ps. 
122:8,9).

We see humility in Abraham’s dealings with Lot 
at Bethel (Gen. 13:7-9). Abraham was close to his 
nephew and they occupied the same area of land. 
When their livestock multiplied there was a falling out 
between their herdsmen over the lack of grazing. To 
settle the strife, Abraham offered Lot the first choice of 
the land. Abraham was the senior, but he was willing 
to sacrifice what could have been his for the sake of 
peace. Words Abraham spoke to Lot ought to guide our 
conduct, as they did his: “Let there be no strife...for we 
be brethren.”

An Encouraging Promise
Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God” (Matt. 5:9). The 
world praises those who promote world peace, but 
their efforts do not make them children of God. Christ 
did not begin there and neither should we. Spiritual 
peace is the great need. It is a righteous peace, and 
only believers in Christ know it. Others may not 
acknowledge them, but the Lord gladly owns them as 
His. To those who forsake the ungodly world and the 
worldly church, God makes this promise: “I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters” (2 Cor. 6:17,18).

God restores His image in His people. In the believer, 
there is the beginning of a spiritual resemblance to 
God. We are “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 
1:4), and by grace we are being made into the likeness 
of Jesus. Are we struggling and feeling that we are 
coming short of this? We shall attain it if we continue 
with Christ, “the firstborn among many brethren” 
(Rom. 8:29). “Heaven is made for the feasting of his 
first-born; he hath in heaven all his children about 
him” (Thomas Goodwin).

In all the Christian’s conflicts his hope is sure. We 
trust in the One whose name is “Jehovah–shalom” 
(Judg. 6:24), and in whose purpose for His own “a time 
of war” will be followed by “a time of peace” (Ecc. 3:8) 
– even eternal peace. Let us keep fighting the good fight 
until we enter the perfect rest of heaven.
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“It is a righteous 
peace, and only 
believers in Christ 
know it.”



Free Church Witness 5

“And Jacob was left alone” (Genesis 32:24)

“Take no thought [lit. Be not anxious] for your life” 
(Matthew 6:25)

Anxiety is a disturbing feeling. It is often 
experienced when you anticipate a threat, real 
or unreal. In Jacob’s case it was real. Anxiety 

can lead us to distance ourselves from others, and 
Jacob wanted to be alone. He felt his position was 
hopeless. He was full of self-accusation, not only for 
his past behaviour with its present consequences, but 
also for bringing his family into great danger. He was 
lonely and afraid. He could not reach comfort, because 
he could not look ahead with hope. But, unknown to 
Jacob, God was about to change things.

The Anxious Mind
Jacob was thinking, “What is going to happen in the 
morning?” And his imagination would invent horrors. 
Anxiety is like having all your thoughts dividing 
into different strands and going out into different 
directions, all at the same time! Jacob could not get his 
thoughts away from feeling distressed and his inability 
to do anything about his situation. He had previously 
lived by his wits, and had been successful, but he saw 
no way of escape now. Perhaps for the first time in his 
life, he felt his utter helplessness. He was alone with 
his thoughts, and his sole question was about simply 
surviving. He was also wrestling with thoughts of 
despair. Satan finds work for the lonely imagination to 
do, whispering that your case is beyond hope.

It does not help that you cannot take your thoughts (or 
speech) off the subject. Distractions are rarely successful 
in doing so. The mind becomes like a room without 
gravity, in which nothing stays still but everything floats 
about chaotically. “Anxiety does not rid tomorrow of 
any sorrow, but it robs you of your strength for today” 
(Anon). There have been anxious times for the people of 
God in the Bible, and human nature continues to have its 
weaknesses. Only one Mind is stronger.

God was Listening to Jacob and Renewing him
One reason for Jacob wanting to be alone was that 
he found it difficult to cope with others, as he was so 

absorbed in struggling with his own emotions. Another 
reason was that he needed to be alone with God. This 
was a life-or-death matter now. But it was through his 
distress that Jacob would grow. Scripture tells us how 
this is accomplished (2 Cor. 4:16-18). It is certainly not 
through our personal choice to suffer. Jacob was being 
renewed, but not in the way he expected. It would be 
a costly experience; he would limp with reminding 
twinges of pain for the rest of his life. He felt the pain as 
he went on, but how thankful he was that he could go on.

By his experience, Jacob learned how to depend 
on God in the worst circumstances, and not to depend 
on his own resources, the world’s or the church’s. 
He could talk about God in a way that he could not 
before. He would use the same argument in prayer 
as Dr John (‘Rabbi’) Duncan used later, “Thou hast 
helped me before!” The Holy Spirit keeps hope alive, 
against the hope that is based on what is seen (Rom. 
4:18). Remember, you cannot see the door out of your 
distress until God opens it to you; because we don’t see 
something does not mean that it is not there. Jacob was 
about to see what God could do, but not until he was 
convicted that he could not do it for himself.

The Need for Patience
It is hard to wait upon the Lord when anxious; it is hard 
to persevere in prayer. It takes strength to ‘sit still’. Jacob 
prayed, and there was a change during the night for his 
good. Jacob learned a lot about himself that night, that 
he wasn’t strong after all; but God has strength for him. 
He prayed all night – this was something Rutherford 
found rare in his days also! However, when no change is 
perceived, anxiety grows worse; another reason is now 
added for it. On the one hand, this is a lack of faith; on the 
other, the strength of faith is inconstant and not under 
our control in this world (in the next world all is perfect).

Therefore, we have to pray to the Author and 
Finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2) for that strength – as 
Jacob probably did – in order to work out in our life 
what God has worked into our heart (Phil. 2:12,13). 
Our prayers are not enough, but we have His (Luke 
22:32)! This is our continuing hope, the God of Jacob 
and His strength (Ps. 84:8). It can be summed up this 
way: “Not my feeble grip on Thee, but Thy mighty 
grasp of me”.

DEVOTIONAL

A NIGHT OF ANXIETY
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“...the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 
weighed” (1 Samuel 2:3)

What does God know? It has become 
fashionable to claim that God doesn’t know 
everything. The error of Open Theism 

claims that God makes good guesses. He knows a 
lot of the past, much of the present but little of the 
future. Hannah, in the verse quoted, will not allow it. 
Her theology is far too sensible and biblical for such 
arrant nonsense. Against the backdrop of harassment, 
mockery and being browbeaten every day, she takes 
it all to Jehovah who wonderfully solves the entire 
problem. Hannah responds in adoration. First there is 
the logic of her prayer (2:1-3); then a description of 
the way God works (2:4-8) and finally the outcome 
(2:9-10). Her central point is one we all need to hear. 
What God did for Hannah is a scale model of how God 
works. In the midst of what she says is this remark: 
“the Lord is a God of knowledge”. He is the God who 
knows all, the God of incomparable knowledge.

1) Perfect Knowledge belongs to God
This point is made frequently in the Bible. Psalm 139:2 
states in a comprehensive manner this fact of God’s 
knowledge. “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 
Thou...art acquainted with all my ways.” All those daily 
routines are known by God, but the most incredible 
thing is that he knows our thoughts!

Again, the Psalmist tells us: “Great is our Lord...his 
understanding is infinite” (Ps. 147:5). Proverbs too, 
speaks in the same way. The hearts of all people are 
open before him (Prov. 15:11). How can this be? “The 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good” (Prov. 15:3).

There is a negative dimension to this which must 
be stated. “There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, 
where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves” 
(Job 34:22). Again, we read: “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight” (Heb. 4:13).

The American politician Donald Rumsfeld famously 
said at a news briefing: “Reports that say that something 
hasn’t happened are always interesting to me, because 
as we know, there are known knowns; there are things 
we know we know. We also know there are known 
unknowns; that is to say we know there are some things 
we do not know. But there are also unknown unknowns 
– the ones we don’t know we don’t know. And if one looks 
throughout the history of our country and other free 
countries, it is the latter category that tends to be the 
difficult ones.”

Can that way of thinking and talking be applied to 
God? Definitely not, because his knowledge is perfect.

2) Why must God have Incomparable Knowledge?
There are four chief reasons:

First, because he made everything. God cannot be 
ignorant of his works. Isaiah states: “Hast thou not 
known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding” (Isa. 40:28).

Second, because of Providence. God is the ruler, 
sustainer and upholder of all things. That requires 
infinite knowledge of everything. The Saviour taught 
this truth to the disciples distinctly. “Behold the fowls 
of the air...your heavenly father feedeth them” (Matt. 
6:26). How astonishing! Little wonder Calvin said that 
when the birds sing, they are singing to God. And Christ 
said of the sparrows, “one of them shall not fall to the 
ground without your Father” (Matt. 10:29).

Third, because God, being perfect in himself, must 
have perfect knowledge. The Psalmist said: “he that 
teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?” (Ps. 
94:10)

Fourth, because God’s omnipresence requires 
perfect knowledge. This point is made by Jeremiah 
when he says, “Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, 
and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret 
places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:23-24).

DOCTRINE

THE COMFORT OF GOD’S KNOWLEDGE
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / THE COMFORT OF GOD’S KNOWLEDGE

What all this means is that God cannot increase 
in knowledge, because he already knows all things. 
Neither can he decrease in knowledge, for then he would 
cease to be God. God cannot be ignorant of anything 
either, nor can he forget anything. In addition, God is 
not dependent upon us or our knowledge. Since he 
created the world without consulting us, he can govern 
all things without consulting us. God’s incomparable 
knowledge is independent of us. He is self-knowing. 
He knows in himself and by himself.

3) What does God Know?
As I said earlier, it is fashionable in some circles to deny 
God’s perfect, infinite and incomparable knowledge. 
So, what does he know?

First, he has perfect knowledge of himself.
Second, he knows all things outside of himself. Thus 

he knows the past. God’s knowledge of the past is 
called “a book of remembrance” (Mal. 3:16). He knows 
the present. That includes every planet, every creature, 
every atom, down to the hairs of your head. He knows 
every thought you have and every action. He knows 
the future. It is this that some particularly object to, 
yet Scripture says, “Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18). What 
does that mean? It means that before the world was 
made, everything that would happen within it was 
known to God, because everything was determined 
by him. We read of God “Declaring the end from the 
beginning” (Isa. 46:10). In other words, it is God who 
has determined the last day, the last hour, the last act 
in this world, in eternity past.

God’s knowledge of all things is certain, eternal, and 
unchanging: hence the term omniscience.

4) What are the Implications?
Consider these seven implications:

First, we ought to tremble. Every secret will be 
revealed by God’s perfect knowledge. There will be no 
excuses and no hiding.

Second, we should be humble. Since God knows 
all things perfectly, how remarkable is his patience 
toward us! Consider our distortions, lies and excuses. 
God knows all of them, yet, “He hath not dealt with 
us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities” (Ps. 103:10).

Third, how foolish of us to try and dictate to God 
and argue with Him! After all, what do we know? Do 
we know what God knows? How often we forget what 
he already knows. How often too we forget that his 
thoughts and ways are not ours (Isa. 55:8). Yet, we do 
argue with him.

Fourth, the necessity of worshipping God in Spirit 
and in truth. Worship is a drawing near to God, yet it 
is possible to draw near with our mouth and yet our 
hearts are far away. Equally, it is possible to draw near 
forgetting the truth about God – that he knows and 
sees into our innermost being.

Fifth, whatever difficulties we may encounter in 
life, God already knows of them. Consider Exodus 
3:7, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people”, or 
Revelation 2:9, “I know thy...tribulation”. This was of 
immense help to the Psalmist: “Thou hast seen it; for 
thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with 
thy hand: the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou 
art the helper of the fatherless” (Ps. 10:14). What an 
excellent truth and comforting thought, “Thou hast 
seen it”!

Sixth, because God has perfect knowledge of all 
things comprehensively, you can trust him entirely. 
If God was not all-knowing, how could he reward the 
good and punish the evil? How could we be sure that 
tomorrow will be taken care of? Remember, God 
never says, “I wish I had done things differently”, or 
“I never knew that”, or “If only I had known”. That 
is what we say. It is our language, but never God’s 
language.

Seventh, the ultimate revelation of all this is in 
Christ. “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so 
it seemed good in thy sight, All things are delivered 
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
him” (Matt. 11:25-27).

The Father reveals and the Son reveals, as it pleases 
them. The mutual knowledge the Father and the 
Son have of each other is exclusive. Only the Son can 
reveal the Father to us, and that revelation is entirely 
dependent upon his will.

Where is the comfort for believers? Simply in 
this, that the God who knows all things knows our 
thoughts. Without saying a word to Him, he already 
knows what we are thinking. There are times when we 
cannot speak, yet we are always thinking, even though 
confusedly at times. He who knows our frame, knows 
our very thoughts.

“How could we be 
sure that tomorrow will 
be taken care of?”
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

TRUTH IN THE HEART
REV. JAMES CLARK

“What is truth?” (John 18:38)

Pilate did not wait for the answer, because he 
thought he knew already, and was assured that 
he knew the truth better than others, including 

the Lord. There are many like him, who do not wait 
for Christ to answer, because they think they know 
already, or they do not want to hear Him. This is not 
only a despising of what Christ has to say, but is fatal if 
persisted in. It is fatal because the Word of God, all of 
which comes through Christ, has not been consulted 
(or if known, it has not been accepted). These people 
do not think they need to change their minds, being 
always infallible themselves; they are assured that 
their existing knowledge is enough. But, says Christ to 
His Father, “thy word is truth” (John 17:17). But how 
many professing Christians agree with Him, or agree 
with their lips only?

The Truth under Attack Today
Three things ought to be mentioned:

1. The Abolition of the Second Commandment
Worship must be according to the Word of God, 

the truth (John 4:24). The Jews knew this. The Lord 
Jesus worshipped according to His Father’s Word. As 
the Head of the church, He prescribes and regulates 
Christian worship by His Word (John 2:5). The Holy 
Spirit will not ‘move’ individuals or General Assemblies 
to contradict His own Word; it is another spirit who 
does that.

The Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran 
Church omit the Second Commandment (Exod. 20:4), 
which forbids the worship of God by images, from 
their version of the Ten Commandments. They hide it 
under the First. They can then transgress the Second 
Commandment with impunity, as they think. (In order 
to maintain the ‘Decalogue’ or ‘ten sayings’, they split 
the Tenth Commandment into two!) Many ‘evangelical 
churches’ retain the original Ten Commandments, 
but ‘in word only’, not in practice. When the Second 
Commandment is removed, worship becomes religious 
anarchy. Christ kept God’s Law in worship. He fulfilled 
perfectly all the Ten Commandments given by God.

2. The Innovation of bringing Women into the 
Ministry

1 Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12 clearly 
oppose and forbid this modern practice by churches 
professing to obey Christ. Clearly, Christ’s authority is 
despised by this practice today. Is it therefore sinful 

for a woman to be ordained to the ministry? Yes, it is a 
transgression of God’s revealed will. Some deliberately 
defy God’s authority; others have a zeal without 
knowledge (Rom. 10:2). This unscriptural practice 
was not found in the Apostolic Church. Feminists and 
liberals may protest, but their protest is ultimately 
aimed at the Builder of the church (Matt. 16:18). 
However, the “gates of hell” shall not prevail against 
His church. We must not invent the content of His 
church when He has already prescribed it. Too many 
ignore God’s truth and so build their church.

3. The Power of the Saviour being Subordinated to 
the Power of the Sinner

We are witnessing a resurgence of Arminianism 
today. We hear unscriptural appeals being used, such 
as “Open your heart to Christ”, or “Let Christ into your 
heart”, or “Believe and then you will become born again”. 
Those dead in sin cannot savingly respond to the Gospel 
without preceding grace, without being born again 
first. The Spirit must first make us alive (Eph. 2:1,5). 
Nevertheless, our inability to believe does not diminish 
our responsibility to believe. Moreover, God does 
not need a sinner’s permission to save: His salvation 
is purposed and irresistible. It is God who initiates 
salvation, in every respect, and not man. It is Christ’s 
power which saves, and not man’s. Christ must have all 
the glory; it must not be divided between His work and 
man’s works. Christ will fulfil all His own desires.

The Truth put into the Heart
Think of what is said regarding Lydia (Acts 16:14). 
This work is a provision of the Covenant of Grace 
(Jer. 31:33,34). God “freely provideth and offereth 
to sinners a Mediator, and life and salvation by him; 
and requiring faith as the condition to interest them 
in him, promiseth and giveth his Holy Spirit to all his 
elect, to work in them that faith, with all other saving 
graces” (Westminster Larger Catechism, Q/A 32). The 
Spirit of truth puts the love of the truth into the heart 
of God’s chosen people (2 Thess. 2:13; Ps. 68:18). They 
are disciples, or learners, and they pray to agree with 
God’s Truth in all their thoughts, words and deeds.

Splits in the church happen when people do not 
agree with, or submit to, the words of Christ the King. 
It is never safe to disagree with God’s Word (Ps. 2:12). 
God has never blessed disobedience, and never shall! 
What is truth? Who is on the Lord’s side? “Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God” (2 John 9).
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(Kennedy [1819-84] was Free Church minister in 
Dingwall from 1843 until his death. These are the 
first seven of twelve ‘Things to be Pondered’ found 
in Alexander Auld’s ‘Life of John Kennedy D.D.’, first 
published in 1887.)

1.That I was once “without God in the world.” I 
did think sometimes then that I had a God; 
but “the living God” I neither sought nor knew. 

This I learned when Jehovah, as Lawgiver and Judge, 
presented and pressed His claims. The God who then 
addressed me was new to me. At first I thought Him to 
be a “hard Master”, and I rose rebelliously against Him; 
and even when I was compelled to allow that He was 
righteous I could not venture to approach Him. When I 
knew Him as the God of salvation, I recognised Him as 
the same who spoke to me from Sinai; but now I could 
not refrain from drawing near, assured that He was 
Jehovah, and in the same measure hoping that he would 
be gracious (Eph. 2:10; Matt. 25:24; Ps. 51:4; 130:3,4).

2. That during the years of my ignorance I loved to 
sleep, because I disliked the care and the work to which 
the Lord was calling me. When He first awakened me, 
I cried for “a little more sleep”. I feared to ask to be 
allowed to sleep always, and I thought it hard that He 
would not give me “a little more”. I then asked for “a 
little more slumber”; but this too was sternly refused. I 
then requested at the least “a little more folding of the 
hands to sleep”; but though I twice abated my request, 
I sued [appealed] in vain. At last I stretched out my 
hands, but it was to work, and not to Christ. I rose from 
the sluggard’s bed to toil for self. But sin revived when 
I began to work. “The commandment” which aroused 
me stirred up sin; and revived sin proved stronger 
than awakened me – so it slew me, and I died (Prov. 
24:33; Rom. 7:9).

3. That I was as impotent before the calls of the Gospel as 
before the claims of the law, and that my faith, as surely 
as my Saviour, must be of God; that the operation of the 
Holy Ghost in applying was as necessary to me as the 
acting of the Father in providing, and the work of the 
Son in purchasing, redemption (John 6:44; Eph. 1:8).

4. That it was both vain and forbidden to search for 
Christ except in “the word of the truth of the Gospel”; 

and that there was to me no warrant of faith in Jesus 
but the testimony of God regarding Him to men as 
sinners. This I learned after vainly seeking a vision of 
Christ’s glory, and traces of his Spirit’s work in my soul, 
in evidence of His “goodwill” to me (John 5:39).

5. That the Person of Christ as “the Word made flesh” 
was the only foundation on which I might rest my soul; 
and that the merit of His precious blood was the only 
ground, even in Him the Daysman, on which I could 
present myself to God as a suppliant [petitioner] for 
mercy. Having strained to the utmost the power of 
“flesh and blood to acquire a satisfying view of His 
merit in the light of His personal glory”, I was left 
in wearied weakness, utterly benighted, before the 
sovereign grace of the Father in heaven; and when at 
last I reached, and found rest in, Christ, it was because 
I was called, as was Lazarus, out of the grave. “Come 
forth”, was the effectual call of the Son of God; and from 
among the dead I came, unconsciously quickened, 
but consciously lost, to Him who is “all in all” (Matt. 
16:17,18; Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:7).

6. That given grace requires more grace. “More grace” 
is the cry of the new heart in the quickened soul, 
as surely as it is the promise of God in the Gospel. I 
thought I could keep the treasure I got when I found 
the Messiah; but I soon learned that He must rather 
keep me. I needed grace to make use of the grace 
which I had received. I leaned on my first experience, 
and my dead weight soon smothered all its joy and 
fervour. Fool as I was, I put Christ’s gift instead of Christ 
Himself; He withheld His giving, and I fainted under a 
sense of poverty. I required to come back as a beggar 
again to the storehouse of grace, but I felt I could not 
come unless the Father drew me. I thought it hard to 
be compelled yet to beg, but harder still that I could 
not even do the begging without help from God (James 
4:6; John 6:45; Isa. 40:29).

7. That it is possible to sleep, but impossible to be happy, 
with an idol in the heart. The Lord may allow me to go 
to the sluggard’s bed for a time; but when I am awake 
His anger against idolatry will cast a scaring shadow 
on my heart, and my flesh may be furrowed by the rod, 
till I resolutely cast the accursed thing away (Song of 
Sol. 5:2; Josh. 7; Hos. 2:15).

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THINGS TO BE PONDERED
JOHN KENNEDY



Technology advances at a torrid pace. One 
topic capturing much attention is Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). What exactly is AI, and how 

should we think about it from a biblical perspective? Let 
us explore this together, as we think about machines, 
the brain, mind, and the nature of being human.

At its core, AI refers to computer systems designed to 
perform tasks that typically require human intelligence. 
These tasks can include understanding language, 
recognising images, making decisions, and solving 
problems. AI is a tool – a digital Swiss army knife – that 
uses sophisticated maths pattern recognition, statistical 
analysis, and complex computational processes to 
perform intricate tasks. For example, AI like Chat-GPT 
and DeepSeek can analyse thousands of medical images 
to help physicians detect diseases more accurately.

AI Illustrated
Imagine AI as a sponge that we can shape and mould 
according to our specific needs and purposes. The 
sponge represents the AI system itself – its maths and 
stats algorithms and programming structures that 
determine how it processes information.

When we pour input into the top of this sponge, 
we’re providing data – text, images, or sounds – that 
we want the AI to interpret or analyse. As input filters 
through the sponge, it gets absorbed, processed and 
transmitted according to the sponge shape. But the 
training data we feed the AI also reshapes the sponge.

Output that drips from the bottom of the sponge 
is the result of this data processing of the input into 
something meaningful or useful – a prediction, a 
recommendation, or an automated action. This output 
is directly influenced by both the initial input and the 
way we choose to reshape and mould the sponge. That 
is how we design and train the AI system.

Virtual Reality
While this metaphor simplifies AI complexities, it 
highlights a fundamental truth. AI systems function 
based on how they are structured and the data they are 
given. They absorb information, process it according 
to predetermined patterns, and produce outputs that 
mimic but do not possess embodiment, consciousness, 
self-awareness or understanding. While AI’s sponge-
like processing is powerful, a careless application 
in virtual environments risks distorting our God-
given humanity. For instance, as AI makes it easier 
to simulate Virtual Reality (VR) we might imagine 

immersive interactive experiences are as real as the 
embodied existence they mimic.

Texts, email, or ‘social’ media can be decidedly 
antisocial. Similarly, however realistic VR becomes, we 
must never imagine it suitably replicates the richness of 
face-to-face interaction. Scripture teaches that humans 
are unique among all of God’s creations. Genesis 1:27 
tells us that God created humans in His own image. This 
means we have the capacity for relationships, moral 
reasoning, creativity, and spirituality. We are more 
than just our minds – we are embodied beings, not 
information processing machines. Technology, whether 
a phone or VR, can simulate certain aspects of human 
interaction, but cannot capture the full experience of an 
embodied being as senses, emotions, and consciousness 
are deeply connected to our physical form.

Embodied Relationships
As AI is perfected, humans can fall into the fault of 
preferring the AI generated VR and develop a selfish 
Gnostic-like detachment from physical community. 
Like Pygmalion in Greek mythology, who fell in love 
with a statue he had crafted, we might prefer AI’s 
interactions to the messiness of real relationships. It 
is notable that as image-bearers, our worth lies not 
in frictionless functionality but in reflecting a God 
who chose incarnate, skin-bound vulnerability as 
His ultimate interface with humanity. In short, God 
designed human beings for embodied interaction.

Life is hard. We must “continue in the faith" and 
"through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” 
(Acts 14:22). AI allows us to pretend the world is different 
to what it is, but to be fully human we must encounter a 
kind of holy friction. We are not to avoid the discomfort 
of vulnerability before God and others. We may not shy 
from embodied accountability (James 5:16; Heb. 10:25). 
We dare not daydream of escape to man-made VR.

Our Chief End
AI presents exciting possibilities and challenges, and 
performs impressive tasks, but it can overshadow or 
replace the unique, embodied relationships God gives 
us. That is why it is important to engage thoughtfully 
and ask whether this tool deepens or replaces my 
embodied relationships and my relationship with 
God. In all things – including our engagement with 
AI – let us remember our chief end: to glorify God by 
stewarding all His gifts wisely, and to enjoy Him forever 
by cherishing the embodied humanity He gave us.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
DR JAMES WANLISS

YOUTH FOCUS
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2025 General Assembly (Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, 
Assistant Clerk of Assembly)

The General Assembly will meet, God willing, 
on Monday 19th May at Partick Free Church 
(Continuing), 2-4 Thornwood Terrace, Partick, 

G11 7QZ. The Assembly will commence with public 
worship conducted by the retiring Moderator, Rev. 
Andrew R. Allan, Partick, at 6.00pm. It is anticipated 
that the Assembly will continue until Thursday 
lunchtime.

The nearest railway station is Partick, located on 
Merkland Street, which is about a ten-minute walk 
from the church. Partick has regular trains from 
Central and Queen Street stations and is also served by 
the underground (or subway). For those travelling by 
bus, there are bus stops close by on Dumbarton Road, 
with buses to and from the city centre and other areas.

It has been a great encouragement to have a goodly 
number of the public present at recent Assemblies. 
We would hope, as we meet on this occasion, that we 
will enjoy renewed fellowship with one another and 
know the guidance and blessing of the Lord upon the 
work. For those unable to attend the Assembly, it is 
anticipated that proceedings will be broadcast along 
similar lines to last year and further details will be 
made available on the Church website nearer the time 
(D.V.).

Ratagan Youth Conference (Heidi MacLeod)

The sixth Free Church (Continuing) Youth 
Conference took place from Friday 28th 
February to Monday 3rd March. The Conference 

returned to the Ratagan Youth Hostel beneath the Five 
Sisters of Kintail, near Kyle of Lochalsh. The setting 
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suited the subject perfectly, with Rev. Graeme Craig 
(Ayr) giving talks about Creation and Evolution. It also 
provided ample opportunity for recreation, with some 
of the bolder attendees taking a dip in the frigid Loch 
Duich (though they understandably ran back in rather 
quickly for a shower). But there was still plenty for the 
less adventurous of us – trips to the local coffee shop 
and plenty of walks and talks were in order.

Rev. Craig certainly provided us with discussion 
material in abundance. The three talks looked at the 
importance of the doctrine of creation and its impact, 
with time for questions and answers at the end of each 
talk. Given the prevalence of the evolution theory in the 
world at large, and especially in the universities where 
many young people are studying the sciences, there 
could scarcely have been a more suitable or applicable 
topic. Many questions were discussed.

The focus in the final talk was on sharing the 
doctrine of creation with others – something greatly 
needed when so many are stuck in their ideas about 
the ‘Big Bang’ and consider such ideas as ours to be 
nothing but wishful fantasy. There were also books 
and magazines available for browsing, and the young 
people were given a riveting review of one in particular 
concerning astronomy.

As per usual, all at the weekend owe immense 
gratitude to our lovely and skilful cooks, Joanne 
MacIver and Sohana McKenzie. Additional thanks are 
due to Sohana for giving her beautiful testimony on the 
Lord’s Day evening. Thanks also to Rev. Craig for his 
labours in giving his talks and also his testimony.

The Committee are also, as ever, to be thanked, with 
particular gratitude to Mr Hugh MacDonald, the former 
chairman, who is leaving the Committee for now. We 

Rev. Graeme Craig and attendees 
at the Youth Conference
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wish him all the best with his new focus. Final thanks 
are due to Rev. James MacInnes and the congregation 
of Lochalsh & Strath for welcoming us on the Lord’s 
Day morning and evening.

The next Conference is to be held in late October/
early November of this year, God willing, and it is also 
expected to be held in Ratagan.

Visit to Nobleford (Rev. William Macleod)

I nvited by the Interim Moderator, my wife and I 
travelled to Nobleford, Alberta, Canada on the 9th 
of January 2025. We were met by Tony and Ditta 

Liefting and housed in an apartment owned by Tony’s 
parents. We were provided with a car and shown every 
kindness by the congregation. I preached twice each 
Sabbath and on the Wednesday nights, from then till 
the end of February. We were provided with a list of 
more than twenty families or individuals who attend 
the congregation and during our time there we visited 
them all, apart from one young woman who was 
away from the area helping her sister prepare for her 
marriage.

The congregation listened attentively to all the 
services and attendances were around 100. Those 
who could not be present because of illness or for 
other reasons listened in from home. I felt liberty in 
preaching. In visiting we found all the congregation 
willing to talk about their spiritual concerns. There 
was a great openness. Most are new Christians and 
rejoicing in assurance of their salvation. Others still 
struggle with doubts and fears. We had one question 
and answer meeting in the church and a wide variety 
of edifying questions were asked.

We also held a youth meeting. At this I gave my 
testimony and again many questions were asked on 
a whole range of matters concerning the faith. Every 
second Sabbath the children and young folk learn 

one of the Shorter Catechism answers. Following the 
afternoon service refreshments were served, and 
I would then give a short address to the children 
explaining the Catechism and ask some questions to 
make sure they understood the answers.

The vast majority of the congregation have recently 
left the Netherlands Reformed Congregations (NRC) or 
the Reformed Congregations in North America (RCNA). 
In these churches, those who are baptised are taught 
and trained well in the teachings of the Heidelberg 
Catechism on Monday evenings. Then, around the age 
of eighteen, they are expected to make confession of 
their faith. This is not a confession of saving faith but 
rather of adherence to the doctrines of the Bible. From 
that point on they are full members of the church and 
free to come forward to the Lord’s table when they 
feel ready. They are, however, seriously warned of the 
danger of coming forward if they are not worthy.

As a result, few actually come to the Lord’s table; 
even some of those who are elders do not. If someone 
goes forward to the table, they will receive a visit in 
the following days from the elders who will ask them 
to give an account of their Christian experience. If the 
elders are not satisfied, they will be told not to come 
forward again in the near future. Those who come to 
the table are encouraged to wear black – or at least 
dark clothes – as a sign of mourning for their sins. In a 
congregation like the NRC one in Picture Butte, a short 
distance from Nobleford, the 1000-seater church is 
full at both services on the Sabbath, yet only thirty or 
so will sit at the Lord’s table. The RCNA is even more 
strict.

Furthermore, in both these churches there is a 
reluctance to offer Christ to sinners. There is much 
preaching of the law to the unconverted and giving 
of marks of grace for the remnant of true believers. 
Because of the great emphasis on election and the 

Some of the worshippers at the 
Nobleford Preaching Station
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inability of man to do anything to save himself, most 
of those who attend appear to be apathetic or fatalistic 
regarding their salvation. Having confessed the faith, 
they sit back believing that they have done all they 
can do and wait to see if God will come to them with 
the new birth. This of course leads to a Pharisaism 
amongst the adherents, a great readiness to judge 
others on outward appearance and a pride in their 
church as superior to other churches, which are said 
to practise “easy-believism”.

The congregation there formed as a result of the 
local churches being closed due to Covid. Some started 
to listen to preaching from other churches, including 
our own. They heard Christ warmly proclaimed and 
realised that they were missing something. Separate 
monthly services were begun about three years ago 
in the community hall in Picture Butte. Two years ago 
Sabbath services were started, and an unused Strict 
Baptist church building in Nobleford was purchased. 
Most of the congregation were converted in these last 
few years. There are still some folk in the local NRC 
and RCNA churches who are asking questions and 
listening to sermons from the church in Nobleford. 
There is considerable potential for growth.

Asked by the Interim Moderator if I would come 
out of retirement for a year to assist in Nobleford, and 
reflecting on the need and opportunities, I agreed to 
return in August for a year. Thankfully my wife felt 
similarly burdened to return. Hopefully a further year 
will see the congregation more established and in a 
position where they can call a full-time pastor. It was 
a blessed experience for both of us being there. If God 
spares us and our health continues strong, we look 
forward to returning and serving the congregation 
as the Lord enables. We were delighted to hear that 
in the weekend following our visit a communion was 
held and fifteen professed faith for the first time. Two 
others who had been Baptists joined and had their 
children baptised. This means that the membership of 
the church has doubled.

Points for prayer:
1) that the congregation continue to grow;
2) that those struggling with assurance find peace 
in believing;
3) that the congregation be kept from disharmony;
4) that the Lord would prepare a pastor for them.

North American Tribal Languages 
(TBS Media Newsletter)

Since the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts in 1620, numerous men and 
women have laboured for the salvation of the 

Indigenous. Early missionaries, such as John Eliot and 
David Brainerd, spent years among them, learning 
their language, putting it into writing, and translating 
the Scriptures.

Their efforts laid the foundation for future 
missionaries who would carry on the work of spreading 
the Gospel and equipping Indigenous communities with 
the tools to read the Scriptures in their own language. 
In the nineteenth century, English missionary the Rev. 
James Evans settled at remote Norway House, Manitoba 
dedicating his life to evangelising Indigenous people 
across Canada. Travelling vast distances by canoe and 
dog sled, perhaps his greatest accomplishment can be 
said to be the invention of syllabic characters enabling 
him to teach thousands of Indigenous people how to 
read and write Cree and Ojibway in just a few days – 
thereby giving them the ability to read the Scriptures 
in their own heart language.

Indigenous people live throughout North America, 
from coast to coast, with nearly every tribe and region 
having their own language. Today, many of these 
languages are dying out and few fluent native speakers 
still exist. However, some languages, such as Inuktitut, 
Navajo, and Ojibway, remain the first language of 
thousands of people. And they need their own copy of 
the Scriptures.

The Society has access to several Bible translations in 
various tribal languages. However, before we proceed, 
we need native speakers to assist us in determining 
the quality of these translations, if revision is needed, 
and to establish demand and distribution avenues. If 
you or someone you know has the ability to read an 
Indigenous tribal language, please contact us.

Whether it’s a tribal language in the mountains 
of Nepal, the deserts of Africa, or the plains of North 
America, we desire to provide everyone a Bible in their 
own heart language. Please continue to pray for the 
translation of God’s Word and the salvation of people 
throughout the whole world.

Quote

“G ospel-mourning is appointed for this 
very end, to bring forth joy. The spiritual 
mourner is the fittest person for comfort. 

When the heart is broken for sin, now it is fittest for 
joy. God pours the golden oil of comfort into broken 
vessels; the mourner’s heart is emptied of pride, and 
God fills the empty with his blessing.”
Thomas Watson

“It was a blessed 
experience for both of 
us being there.”
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(This article is submitted on behalf of the Pau Kirk 
Session)

On 28 November 2024, the French Minister for 
Education publicly disowned his Minister for 
Student Success. His crime? Having timidly 

acknowledged before the Senate that gender theory 
was being taught to French children, and that it was 
urgent to review the school curriculum so that it took 
better account of “the development of our pupils...in 
deciding what is most appropriate”.

The senators were rightly concerned about what is 
being taught, as was revealed in a report commissioned 
by a family defence association. The report revealed 
seventeen references to gender identity in the school 
curriculum and highlighted controversial content in 
school textbooks and websites recommended by the 
Ministry of Education for children aged eleven and over.

Moral Decline
It is not possible in this article, for obvious reasons of 
modesty, to go into detail about the content, but let’s 
just say that sexual acts, often against the order of 
nature, are presented in a positive way and depicted 
in the most despicable detail. Concepts such as gender 
and polyamory are addressed to very young children 
and the 2024 school curriculum provides for sex 
education classes starting in nursery classes (i.e. for 
children aged three and over).

These things are nothing new and have been 
going on for many years in our Western countries, 
particularly in France. The opening ceremony of the 
Paris Olympic Games was an opportunity for the whole 
world to witness first-hand the decadence of France, 
particularly in terms of morals and morality.

Unfortunately, while this is not a new phenomenon, 
the drive to extend this corruption to children has been 
particularly strong in recent years. How do you control 
minds if you don’t infiltrate them as early as possible?

It is interesting to note that, at the same time, the 
educational level of French children continues to fall in 
the various rankings, notably the famous PISA ranking. 
This provides proof, if it were needed, that state 
schools seem to be becoming more a place for social 
experimentation, rather than a place for teaching and 
intellectual development.

Homeschooling Restricted
If the desire to infiltrate the minds of our children 
were not obvious enough, the following should also 
be pointed out. In parallel with the various trends 
mentioned above, the French state has, in recent years, 
constantly restricted the right of parents to teach 
their children at home. The law of August 24, 2021, 
known as the law “against separatism”, has taken away 
from many parents, including members of the Pau 
congregation, the right to homeschool their children. 
Now parents are threatened with criminal prosecution 

MISSIONS

THOMAS CHALMERS SCHOOL
PAUL PONTACQ

A meeting of those involved in the School Project
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and the removal of their children if they refuse to send 
their children to school.

Where to turn now? In many respects, the state 
school system is rotten, and the vast majority of 
private schools are either Roman Catholic or in favour 
of alternative teaching theories that make the child the 
master of his own education.

And so it was that, facing these difficulties and by 
dint of prayer, the Lord put it into the heart of the Pau 
congregation to commit itself to the creation of the 
first Presbyterian school in France.

The School’s Principles
These are the principles under which the school will 
operate:

1. The Bible, as the infallible Word of God, is the 
supreme norm for all Christian faith and life and, 
consequently, for the educational enterprise.

2. Subject to the Bible as the Word of God, the school 
accepts the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms, as approved by the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland in 1647 and 1648 respectively, 
as expounding the truths taught in Holy Scripture. 
The school must therefore agree with the specifically 
Reformed position set out in these documents.

3. The purpose of education is to prepare young 
people to fulfil God’s call. This goal unifies the 
educational process and, when applied consistently, 
ensures that students are confronted with the 
demands of God in all areas of life. Since sin has 
rendered us incapable of responding to the demands 
of God’s vocation, the Christian School has the 
privilege of inculcating the provisions of redeeming, 
regenerating and sanctifying grace in Christ Jesus. 
The school seeks to train young people in that 
dedication by which every thought is made captive to 
the obedience of Christ. The school aims to maintain 
the highest standards of academic competence in 
promoting this objective.

The Name
In addition, in honour of our Presbyterian heritage, 
it was voted to name the school ‘Thomas Chalmers 
School’. We draw inspiration from the model adopted 
by our Presbyterian forefathers and particularly 
from this great man of God who did so much for the 
education of children. In the same way, the ideals from 

the time of the first Reformation in Scotland resonate 
with us: “we deem it necessary that each church should 
have a designated schoolmaster, who should be capable, 
at least, of teaching grammar and the Latin language...
to instruct them in the first rudiments, and especially 
in the catechism” (First Book of the Discipline of the 
Church of Scotland, 1561).

The Objective
Our objective is clear: to form children for the glory 
of Christ, capable of discerning and entering into the 
calling that the Lord has decreed for their lives.

We want to establish a quality school, where 
teaching all children the rudiments of the Christian 
faith through our catechisms is compulsory, and 
where the Word of God is given its rightful place as the 
centrepiece of all knowledge and teaching. We want 
to use traditional, tried and tested learning methods, 
where discipline remains an essential foundation for 
the healthy development of our children. We also want 
to leave an important place for parent education by 
limiting the time spent at school to what is strictly 
necessary. In addition, we want to maintain strong 
links with Presbyterian churches around the world by 
making this a bilingual French-English school, so that 
we can eventually envisage school trips, particularly 
to Scotland. Finally, we want to make this school 
accessible to everyone by making it free.

Supporting the Project
It is a significant undertaking, and the resources are few. 
Although the French government permits the creation 
of so-called ‘non-contract’ schools, which are free to 
develop their own programmes, there are still many 
regulations, and the government provides no support 
for their development. The price of this freedom is a 
total absence of state support. We must therefore rely 
entirely on God’s grace to bring this project to fruition, 
for His glory, the good of our children and the Church 
of tomorrow.

Because we want this project to develop, we 
solemnly appeal for your support. Firstly, in prayer, 
and secondly, by spreading the word about this project 
to those who would like to support it. Also, through 
financial support which, once again, will become the 
lifeblood of this venture.

If you would like to support us 
and find out more about our project, 
please scan the QR code to the right, 
or visit our website at:
www.ecolethomaschalmers.com

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6)

“It is a significant 
undertaking, and the 
resources are few.”

MISSIONS / THOMAS CHALMERS SCHOOL
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THE ASSISTED DYING BILL

Why it may be killed off

If the news that the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) 
Bill is to be shelved until 2029 is true, we welcome 
it. Problems with the bill surfaced at the start of its 

progress at Westminster. Although it was passed by 
the Commons at its second reading in November, there 
did not appear to be much of an appetite for it. Neither 
was there any great evidence of public support for the 
bill. Prominent legal figures raised serious concerns 
about the role of High Court judges in the procedure 
envisaged for ending a person’s life. There were also 
concerns about the bill’s impact upon end-of-life care.

During its subsequent Committee stage, numerous 
objections were brought against both the intent of the 
bill and the actual legislation proposed. Labour MP 
Kim Leadbeater, the architect of the bill, then made 
hasty alterations to it. The involvement of judges 
was removed and new elements were added with 
the claim that they would strengthen the safeguards. 
It now transpires that civil servants advised that the 
legislation was unworkable.

On the final day of the Committee stage, Conservative 
MP Danny Kruger said that the bill would “take a 
red pen to Bevan’s legacy” (a reference to Aneurin 
Bevan, who, as Minister of Health, was responsible for 
instituting the NHS, which was launched in 1948). He 
insisted that the bill would “fundamentally change the 
NHS”, so that it would become the “national health and 
assisted suicide service”.

Another problem is the provision that a person must 
have only six months to live. Doctors have stated how 
difficult it is to determine when a person will die from a 
terminal illness. Pressure will be placed upon physicians 
to give a prognosis suited to the person’s wishes. Then 
there is the matter of coercion. The safeguards will mean 
fines for those who pressurise individuals to die, but 
who will be able to prove such action? Finance is another 
issue. Palliative care doctors opposed to the bill said: “It 
hasn’t gone unnoticed that assisted dying is financially 
a cheaper solution than providing holistic care to those 
who are dying.” Finally, experience elsewhere shows 
that the category for assisted suicide expands; the 
limitations at the outset are widened over time.

Ultimately this is a religious and moral subject. 
Without any proper concept of death and judgement, 
death is regarded as meaningless. The atheistic view is 
that there is no ‘afterwards’. In Scripture we read, “all they 
that hate me love death” (Prov. 8:36). This bill is evidence 
of a hatred for the God whose law forbids suicide. We 
pray that the bill will be killed off, not people.

‘HUMANISM’

Making man the centre of things

Two contrasting trends show how the religious 
character of the UK is changing. The first is the 
growth of religions other than Christianity. This 

is almost entirely the result of immigration since the 
Second World War. According to recent census figures, 
non-Christian religions are now adhered to by nearly 
11% of the UK population (in Scotland it is just over 
3%). Islam is now the second-largest religion in the UK, 
with 6% of the population adhering to it (in Scotland 
it is just over 2%). The second trend is the growth of 
irreligion. Nearly 40% of the UK population now record 
no religion (in Scotland it is just over 50%).

Increasingly, people are either indifferent to religion or 
actively hostile to it. Central to their thinking is ‘humanism’. 
This term originally referred to the renewed interest 
in Greek and Roman learning during the Renaissance 
period, stretching from the fourteenth to the seventeenth 
century. In its modern use, however, humanism indicates 
an outlook emphasising man’s reason rather than divine 
revelation. The supernatural is dismissed and the natural 
becomes everything. Only what we can discern with our 
ordinary senses has any real consequence and purely 
material ways of solving man’s problems are sought.

In terms of practice, humanism is becoming our 
national religion. It is a great mistake though to set 
reason and divine revelation against each other. The 
Scriptures are perfectly truthful and rational. God’s 
written word derives from the personal Word, who 
is Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son (John 1:1). 
Dwelling eternally “in the bosom of the Father”, Christ 
has declared to us the God we cannot see and cannot 
otherwise know (John 1:18).

Humanists encourage people to live for the present 
and forget about eternity. They would have us pursue 
earthly ambitions only. David once lamented, “no man 
cared for my soul” (Ps. 142:4), but humanists do not 
think that they have a soul. God speaks to our conscience 
through creation and providence, but our power of 
reason has been corrupted by the fall. We need the cross 
of Christ and the regenerating work of the Spirit if we are 
to be saved from our sins, know God and find fulfilment.

In the late eighteenth century, the term ‘humanism’ 
was applied to teaching which denied the divinity of 
Christ. From their words and deeds, it would appear 
that, rejecting the teaching of the Bible and the creeds, 
parts of the visible Church today are following a merely 
human Christ and Christianity. Biblical discipline must 
be applied to keep such poison out. May the Lord visit 
our nation in reviving power once again!

COMMENT
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400 years ago, in an obscure part of Ulster, the 
Lord did an extraordinary work through an 
unlikely instrument. The valley of the Six Mile 

Water (originally the Ollar) runs from east to west 
across county Antrim, flowing through the towns 
of Ballynure, Ballyclare, Doagh, Templepatrick and 
Antrim.

Presbyterians from Scotland settled in Ulster before 
the Plantation (the migration of citizens from Scotland 
and England to Ulster from 1606). With the Plantation, 
the numbers of Scots Presbyterians coming to Ulster 
increased. By the end of the 1660s, Presbyterians were 
in a reflective mood, which led to a survey of events. 
John Gregg, minister at Carrickfergus from 1646, had 
begun such a project but died in 1670. Andrew Stewart, 
Donaghadee, one of a number of men who entered the 
ministry in 1646, took over the project. His father, also 
Andrew, ministered in Donegore (1627-34).

What Kind of People were they Spiritually?
Stewart refers strikingly to the people who came to 
Ulster as the “scum of both nations” (i.e. England 
and Scotland) whom God seemed to have forsaken. 
Iniquity abounded, along with atheism, contention, 
fighting, murdering, thievery and adultery. Stewart’s 
account has often been taken out of context, for 
there were godly folk and godly ministers amongst 
the ‘scum’. Robert Blair of Bangor concurs with 
both points in his autobiography. In the early years, 
ministers such as Edward Brice (Ballycarry) and John 
Ridge (Antrim) were joined by many others who fled 
Scotland after the Five Articles of Perth (1618) were 
imposed upon the Kirk. Thus, James Glendinning came 
to Carnmoney, George Dunbar to Larne, Josias Welsh 
to Templepatrick, and John Livingston(e) to Killinchy. 
All of whom became men of renown in their own right.

It ought to be noted that many of these men first 
ministered in the Anglican establishment, creating 
the peculiar term ‘prescopalian’. That is, they 
were Presbyterian ministers within an Episcopal 
establishment. Robert Blair, whom Andrew Stewart 
calls “a star of the first magnitude”, gave much 
information about the origin and settlement of 
Presbyterians in Ireland.

John Ridge was one of the few English Presbyterians 
who settled in Antrim under the patronage of Lord 
Massereene. Educated at Cambridge and ordained in 

Oxford, he is described by Blair as grave, calm, and 
sweet, ordinarily in his preaching pressing home 
important points to good purpose. It was this ability 
that led Blair to suggest he set up a Bible School in 
Antrim.

George Dunbar had been deprived of his charge 
in Ayr for refusing to concur with the Perth Articles. 
Remarkably, his ministry in Antrim seemed to be quite 
fruitless for a season, until after one service a man 
named Robert Brown was so affected that he rose from 
his seat and said before all that he had “gotten good”. 
The result was an extraordinary change in others, thus 
contributing to the spread of the revival to the area. 
Edward Brice (or Bryce) was a graduate of Edinburgh 
University. These and other exiled ministers from 
Scotland were to be the instruments of the Revival. Men 
of zeal, knowledge, and earnestness in their preaching.

The Occasion of the Revival
The timing of revival is not one of our choosing. 
James Glendinning was both the incumbent of 
Carnmoney and lecturer in Carrickfergus. At that time 
Carrickfergus, like most of south Antrim, was under 
the patronage of Sir Arthur Chichester, a notable 
Puritan. Glendinning quickly gained a reputation for 
his preaching, to the extent that Robert Blair came 
from Bangor and by boat across Belfast Lough to hear 
him. It was a pivotal moment. Whatever transpired in 
the conversations between Blair and Glendinning, it 
resulted in Glendinning transferring to the rural parish 
of Oldstone, near Antrim.

Whatever the real reason, Glendinning is described 
by Stewart as “a man who never would have been 
chosen by a wise assembly of ministers, nor sent to 
begin a reformation in this land, for he was little better 
than distracted. Notwithstanding, God often makes 
use of weak instruments for the promotion of his 
glory, and such was to happen during the ministry of 
James Glendinning at Oldstone, for while he was the 
least gifted of that little pioneering band of Scottish 
clergymen, he was instrumental in bringing about one 
of the most remarkable revivals in the whole history of 
the Presbyterian Church.”

The Ministry of James Glendinning
It is quite remarkable that one whom some have 
criticised so heavily for his pulpit ministrations was 
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used by the Holy Spirit as an instrument to awaken “the 
lewd and secure people of the area over their sinfulness”. 
Glendinning matriculated from St Andrews University 
in 1617, graduating with a Masters degree. Finding 
nowhere in Scotland where he could settle, he came 
to Ulster where he was settled as vicar in Carnmoney, 
in 1622. As mentioned earlier, Glendinning’s move to 
Oldstone had a remarkable impact within months of 
the settlement. With an excellent voice and vehement 
delivery, and an apt use of the law, he revealed to the 
hearers their hearts. Such was the impact that many felt 
the very condemnations of the law.

Stewart tells us that we are not talking of a few 
people: the entire countryside was awakened, with 
multitudes crying out, “What shall we do?” It is here 
that we see the difficulty Glendinning faced – to explain 
with equal vigour the remedy of the gospel. All was not 
lost. Josias Welsh, recently settled in Templepatrick, 
made his way to Oldstone to assist. Others came too, 
such as Blair from Bangor. It is from this point that 
Glendinning fades from view. He resurfaced in 1648 
in Scotland, where he signed the Solemn League and 
Covenant. The one whom God used seemed to have 
been removed out of sight.

The Consequences
One immediate consequence of the Revival was the 
setting up of the Antrim Monthly Meeting, which 
served in effect as a presbytery where ministers and 
elders met to conduct affairs. It would become the 
instrument of furthering the Presbyterian cause, but 
more immediate concerns were to ensure that order 
was maintained. People flocked to hear the preaching 
carried out under the auspices of the Antrim Meeting. 
Patrick Adair wrote that, by 1630, “the blessed work 
of conversion was now spread beyond the bounds of 
Antrim and Down into neighbouring counties”.

Changes were noticed across the community. 
Livingstone says: “Many of those religious professors 
had been both ignorant and profane, and for debt and 
want, and worse causes, had left Scotland; yet the 
Lord was pleased by his word to work such change. I 
do not think there were more lively and experienced 
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Christians anywhere than were these at that time in 
Ireland, and that in good numbers, and many of them 
persons of a good outward condition in the world.”

Not only were the people in general impacted, but 
the gentry too. Thus Andrew Stewart recorded that 
Sir John Clotworthy (later Viscount Massereene) and 
Captain Humphrey Norton were among those “of 
whom the Gospel made a clear and cleanly conquest”.

Old jealousies between the English and Scots 
faded. Livingstone says that, among the ministers or 
professing Christians, there was “never any bar or 
jealousy, the greater part of them being Scots, and some 
good number of gracious English, all whose contention 
was to prefer others to themselves.”

Perhaps the most noticeable indication of a change 
was the communion season, where thousands would 
now gather from Thursday to the Lord’s Day. The 
Monday thanksgiving service was introduced to the 
Communion.

We close with words from the Scottish Presbyterian 
minister Robert Fleming (1630-94). In The Fulfilling 
of the Scripture, he wrote movingly of the solemn and 
great work of God in Ulster in 1625 and for some years 
thereafter. He described it as: “a bright and hot sun-blink 
of the gospel. Yea, [it] may with sobriety be said to have 
been one of the largest manifestations of the Spirit, and 
of the most solemn times of the down-pouring thereof, 
that almost since the days of the apostles hath been seen, 
where the power of God did sensibly accompany the word 
with an unusual motion upon the hearers, and a very 
great tack [nail] as to the conversion of souls to Christ...
As a judicious old Christian, who was there present, did 
express it, he thought it was like a dazzling beam and ray 
of God, with such an unusual brightness, as even forced 
bystanders to an astonishment. A very effectual door 
opened, with more than ordinary enlargement, which 
the ministers of Christ there did find in the preaching the 
word, whilst the people might be seen hearing the same in 
a melting frame with much tenderness of spirit. Surely this 
was the very power of God, a convincing seal to the truth 
and ministry of his servants, who were then persecuted 
by the Prelates. I remember what a worthy Christian told 
me, how sometimes in hearing the word, such a power 
and evidence of the Lord’s presence was with it, that he 
had been forced to rise, and look through the church, and 
see what the people were doing, thinking from what he 
felt on his own spirit, it was a wonder how any could go 
away without some change upon them. And then it was 
sweet and easy for Christians to come thirty or forty miles 
to these solemn communions without wearying, but went 
away most fresh and vigorous, their souls so filled with 
sense of God.”

“Not only were the 
people in general 
impacted, but the 
gentry too.”



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
						              			   ORDINARY REMITTANCES	
				  
				  
Free Northern Presbytery								      
Aberdeen
Assynt & Scourie			 
Brora							     
Duthil-Dores			 
Inverness				 
Kilmorack & Strathglass
Kiltearn		
Poolewe & Aultbea	
Tarbat		
Total Free Northern Presbytery		

Southern Presbytery								      
Arran
Ayr				  
Ballyclare & Doagh 				  
Dumfries				  
Edinburgh			 
Glasgow - Knightswood		
Glasgow - Partick		
Glasgow - Shettleston		
Rothesay				 
Total Southern Presbytery		

Outer Hebrides Presbytery								      
Cross				  
Harris - Leverburgh						   
Knock & Point			 
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay			 
Stornoway			 
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron								      
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl		
Lochalsh & Strath							     
Portree				  
Snizort				  
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy	

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax	
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Donna Norris
101 Young Road, Dunblane
FK15 0FT
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”.	

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Feb 2024
£

4,300
3,500
1,200
2,800
4,000
2,750

0
1,960
2,000

22,510

1,100
2,000
2,400

380
3,700
3,300
5,000
1,000

0
18,880

4,750
3,400
2,980
1,000
4,600

15,470
32,200

1,000
1,000
6,000
4,000
3,200

15,200

995

89,785

5,836
1,000

96,621

0
96,621

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2025

£

0
0

1,220
0
0
0
0

1,300
0

2,520

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

310
0
0

310

0
0

120
0
0

120

0

2,950

0
0

2,950

0
2,950

Total to Feb 2025
£

4,300
6,000
2,000
3,000
4,000
2,600

0
0

2,000
23,900

1,590
2,000
2,400

0
3,900
3,300
5,000
1,810

0
20,000

4,200
2,750
2,520
2,100
4,600

11,403
27,573

1,000
1,000
4,000
3,000
3,200

12,200

0

83,673

50,782
0

134,455

0
134,455

Feb 2025
£

2,150
6,000
1,000
1,500
2,000
1,300

0
0

1,000
14,950

900
1,000
1,200

0
1,950
1,650
2,500
1,010

0
10,210

2,100
1,250
1,400
1,050
2,300
6,000

14,100

500
500

2,000
1,500
1,600
6,100

0

45,360

37,242
0

82,602

0
82,602

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 

 April						            	 May				    June
6    Ayr, Bracadale & Duirinish (Struan), Duthil-Dores
13  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis
20  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville
27  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick, 
       Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath

4    Arran, Edinburgh
       –St Columba’s
11  Glasgow–Shettleston, 
       Kilmorack & Strathglass, 
       Kilmuir & Stenscholl

1    Tarbat
8    Auburn-Opelika, Hunt County, 
       Poolewe & Aultbea
15  Brora
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“Praise ye the Lord. Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, that 
delighteth greatly in his commandments. His seed shall be mighty 
upon earth: the generation of the upright shall be blessed.”

Psalm 112:1,2

The statue of Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) at the junction of 
George Street and Castle Street, Edinburgh. A minister, theological 
professor and social reformer, Chalmers was Moderator of the 
first Free Church of Scotland General Assembly in 1843. 
(Photo by Carlos Delgado, CC BY-SA 3.0 creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-sa/3.0, via Wikimedia Commons)


