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EDITORIAL

never understand because we will never have the

necessary information. The Bible has mysteries
too, but with this difference: they are things God kept
largely hidden at first but was pleased to reveal fully
later. In many respects, this is the contrast between
the Old and New Testaments. It is summarised in the
statement attributed to Augustine, “The new is in the
old concealed; the old is in the new revealed”.

There is a sense in which the whole Bible is
mysterious to us. Christ told Nicodemus, “Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3). Unless the Spirit enlightens our minds, we
will not understand its meaning. When the disciples
asked the Lord why He spoke to the multitudes in
parables, He replied: “Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it is not given” (Matt. 13:10,11). The fact that
some people are enabled to understand the Scriptures
while others are not ought to humble us. We need to
search the Scriptures, praying that God would give us
light upon them!

The world has many mysteries - things we will

Two Mysteries

The apostle Paul refers frequently to mysteries. Two
of them stand out, being opposites. To Timothy, Paul
writes concerning “the mystery of godliness” (1 Tim.
3:16). He declares that “God was manifest in the flesh”
and then shows how salvation was provided for sinners
by our Lord Jesus Christ. To the Thessalonians, Paul
writes concerning “the mystery of iniquity” (2 Thess.
2:7). He shows how a falling away from the faith would
eventually reveal the ‘Man of Sin’ (v.3) or Antichrist,
whom Christ would overcome. These two mysteries
shape the world’s history until the last day.

If we are Christians, then we are familiar with
the mystery of godliness. Our hope for eternity is
wrapped up in it. But what do we know of the mystery
of iniquity? This mystery has been on public display
in recent weeks. All the world has been wondering
after it. For most people, including many believers, it
is a mystery ‘hidden in plain sight’, yet for those who
have eyes to see, the meaning is obvious. This mystery
was understood by the Reformers, Covenanters and
Free Church fathers, and ought to be understood by us.
As God has given us an account of this mystery in His

word, we must not ignore it. If we do, we may be in
danger.

Deception

The mystery of iniquity is based on deception. Spiritual
deceptions are the worst; unlike other frauds, they
have eternal consequences. Yet when it comes to
religion, many who are rational and careful when
dealing with other subjects tend to close their minds.
They make no attempt to discover the truth and follow
their upbringing and instincts instead. How many are
slaves to custom and tradition, influenced more by the
claims of men than the commands of God! This helps
to explain the delusive power of false religion.

The Man of Sin goes unrecognised because where
he is found is the last place people look. Many believe
that the Antichrist is an open enemy of Christ and
perhaps of religion itself. When we read that the Man
of Sin “opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshipped” (v.4) we may think
they are correct. Yet what follows makes it clear that
the Man of Sin is not an atheistic figure. He “as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he
is God”. The Man of Sin is a religious figure. Moreover,
he is found within the visible Church. He opposes
Christ by taking His place. On this ground, we believe
that the mystery of iniquity is the papacy and what it
represents. What evidence do we have for this?

Usurping Divine Titles

It is well known that divine titles are applied to the
pope. Roman Catholics refer to the pope as the ‘Holy
Father’, yet on the one occasion this title is used in
Scripture, it does not refer to a man. It applies to God
the Father, the first person of the Trinity. The title was
used by our Saviour when He prayed the night before
His crucifixion: “Holy Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given me” (John 17:11).
We remember the warning issued by Christ: “And call
no man your father upon earth: for one is your Father,
which is in heaven” (Matt. 23:9).

In Roman Catholic teaching, Christ is regarded
as the invisible Head of the Church, while the pope
is the visible Head. It is claimed that Christ founded
His Church upon Peter, placing him at the head of the
twelve Apostles and making him the first pope. Yet it
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is Christ, not Peter, who is the “Rock” and the “chief
corner stone” of the Church (1 Cor. 10:4; Eph. 2:20).
The title ‘Head of the Church’ belongs only to Christ
(Col. 1:18), the Son of God and second person of the
Trinity; there is no separate earthly head. Christ is the
focus of the Church’s unity, not the pope.

The pope is also known as the ‘Vicar of Jesus Christ’.
This title signifies someone who substitutes for Christ.
Scripturally, only the Holy Spirit, the third person of
the Trinity, can be ‘instead of Jesus Christ’. In the upper
room, Jesus told the disciples that He was going to
the Father’s house to prepare a place for them. Yet He
would by no means leave them on their own. “I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of
truth...he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John
14:16,17). One of the ‘same kind’ as Christ would be
sent from heaven as the companion of Christians on
earth, teaching and enabling them. Obviously, no man
can fulfil such a role.

“The pope can do
neither of these

things; Christ can do
both of them.”

Claiming Divine Attributes

The papacy effectively lays claim to divine attributes.
One ofthem s infallibility, the quality of being incapable
of error. Although the Bible says, “there is not a just
man upon the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not”
(Ecc. 7:20), in 1870 Pope Pius IX declared the dogma
of ‘papal infallibility’. This means that when the pope
speaks ex cathedra, or ‘from the chair (of Saint Peter)’,
he cannot err in definitive teaching regarding faith
and morals. His judgements are the final word for the
Church. The result is that Roman Catholics are bound
to believe such unscriptural things as the assumption
of the body of the Virgin Mary into heaven or be guilty
of mortal sin. In reality, the only word that cannot be
“broken” (John 10:34) is God’s word.

Assuming Divine Powers

The papacy boldly assumes divine powers. Only God
can forgive us our sins. When Christ did this for the
man sick of the palsy, the scribes accused Him of
blasphemy, believing Him to be a mere man (Matt.
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9:2,3). As a divine person, Christ undoubtedly has
the power to forgive sins. He showed this by doing
something else that only God can do: healing the
paralytic. The pope claims to be able to absolve
penitents and grant remission of the punishment they
are to undergo in ‘purgatory’. If the pope could actually
forgive sin, then he would also be able, like Christ, to
say to someone incapable of moving, “Arise, take up
thy bed, and go unto thine house”, and work a miracle
to make this happen (vv.6,7). The pope can do neither
of these things; Christ can do both of them.

The Gospel Corrupted

The Reformation saw the recovery of the gospel and
the doctrine of justification. The devil knows how vital
this truth is and does what he can to corrupt it. Rome
teaches that justification is both an act and a work of
God’s grace, involving both the removing of our sins
and the purifying of our natures. On our part, there is
both faith in Christ and cooperation with the grace of
the Holy Spirit. The reformers taught that justification
is by faith alone. They had in view such texts as: “the
just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17); “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him for righteousness”
(Rom. 4:3); “we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the
works of the law” (Gal. 2:16).

Rome’s response was the Council of Trent (1545-
63), which condemned the biblical doctrine of
justification as heresy. “If anyone says that the sinner
is justified by faith alone...let him be anathema.” The
anathema meant that if a person endorsed the biblical
belief, he was to be excommunicated from the Church.
According to Rome’s teaching, unless this belief was
renounced, such a person would be excluded from
salvation. The anathema is still in place, and the Church
still withholds the gospel from its people.

Christ Victorious

Judged by Scripture, the popes are “false Christs”
(Matt. 24:24) and the Roman Church is a “synagogue
of Satan” (Rev. 2:9). If we have a love for Christ, then
we will abhor the Roman Catholic system but have a
love for Roman Catholics. We will do our best to bring
them to Christ and salvation. Many are being converted
through reading the Bible, hearing the gospel and
trusting in Christ alone. They have left the system, and
more will do so. This is how the Lord consumes the
Man of Sin with “the spirit of his mouth” and destroys
him with “the brightness of his coming” (2 Thess. 2:8).
May God hasten it!



DEVOTIONAL

THE RIGHT WAY FOR THE BURDEN
OF GUILT TO BE REMOVED
(ACCORDING TO JOHN BUNYAN)

CLARK

L -

s

“I found that unless guilt of conscience was taken off the
right way, that is to say, by the blood of Christ, a man grew
rather worse than better for the loss of his trouble of mind”
(John Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners)

ohn Bunyan, in his famous work The Pilgrim’s
Progress, is a helpful guide concerning what we are
to do with our burden of guilt.

The wrong way to lose the burden of guilt

Mr Worldly Wiseman advised the pilgrim to visit
Mr Legality, who lived in the town of Morality. Mr
Legality’s message was, “Keep the law better and you
will lose your sense of guilt for sin” - a fatal message!
But as the pilgrim neared Mount Sinai he became more
afraid and feared to go further. Evangelist now met
him and told him that he was despising God’s Word
(Heb. 12:25) and was in the process of drawing back
to perdition (Heb. 10:38).

Evangelist said to the pilgrim: “Thou art that man
that art running into this misery; thou has begun to
reject the counsel of the Most High, and to draw back
thy foot from the way of peace, even almost to the
hazarding of thy perdition.”

“When Christians unto carnal men give ear,

Out of their Way they go, and pay for it dear!

For Master Worldly Wiseman can but show

A saint the way to bondage and to woe.”

Evangelist drew three lessons from this experience
for the pilgrim:

“1. Thou must abhor that man'’s turning thee out of

the way.

2. Also, his labouring to render the cross odious to thee.

3. And abhor that he set thy feet in the way that leads

to eternal death.”

The right way for the burden to be taken off

“Then I saw in my dream...the burdened Christian
did run, but not without great difficulty, because of
the load that was upon his back. He ran thus until
he came to a place somewhat ascending. And upon
that place stood a cross, and a little below, at the
bottom, a sepulchre. So | saw in my dream that just a
christian came up to the cross his burden loosed off
his shoulder and fell from off his back...fell into the
mouth of the sepulchre and I saw it no more. Then
was Christian glad and said with a merry heart. He
has given me rest by His sorrow and life by His death...
And then he went on singing, Blessed cross, blessed
sepulchre! Blessed rather be the Man that there was
put to shame for me!”

This is the Gospel, as set out in Romans 3:20-27. We
must believe everything concerning Christ. He alone
interprets his own death, its meaning, purpose and
effects upon sovereignly chosen sinners, saved by the
grace of faith alone in Christ alone.

The remedy for the daily guilt of sin

The believer has daily guilt because of sin, “but not a
guilt which requires atonement, that has been done”
(Samuel Rutherford). How did the pilgrim maintain
his peace? Through the blood of Christ’s cross (Col.
1:20). “When I think what [ saw at the cross, that will
do it..and when my thoughts wax warm about whither
[ am going to, that will do it” Things and thoughts like
these will keep off sin, and will thus keep guilt off our
conscience.

“Know how to come, daily and hourly, to the
Fountain opened for sin..never to be away for a
moment from that Fountain; that is the only sure way
to keep off guilt” (Thomas Halyburton). ™
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“For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we
see light” (Psalm 36:9)

here is a fascinating term used of God: aseity.

I Even pronouncing it has gravitas. But what does

it mean? Like many of our English words it is

from Latin, and means simply ‘from oneself’. In other

words, God is entirely independent in his existence.

Quite simply, God is independent because he is of, in,

and through himself. He is eternal, uncaused and self-
sufficient.

While this may initially seem odd, we actually
confirm it every time we pray. Why do we pray to God?
Because we know he has all, owns all, and possesses
all. He simply has everything. Furthermore, we pray to
him because we are not self-sufficiently independent.
God never prays to us!

God is gloriously independent. This is a truth about
him over which your heart should sing. In fact it does,
every time you sing the Psalms.

1. Aseity and Creation

There is that word aseity again. It is used deliberately,
to underline a very important truth about the world in
which we live.

Aseity before creation

God did not make the world because he needed it. God
made the world because he is a communicative being.
Before the world was made, God existed independently
as the Triune God, entirely happy in himself as Father.
Son and Holy Spirit.

You can see this when God reveals himself to Moses
at the burning bush. Moses has a question. “Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say
unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto
you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what
shall I say unto them?” God’s answer is, “I AM THAT I
AM...Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I
AM hath sent me unto you” (Exod. 3:13,14). The name
Jehovah is God’s supreme name.

One writer, Herman Hoeksema, says that the
fundamental meaning of the name Jehovah is that God
is of and through Himself. This aseity or independence
is true of God in his entire adorable essence, nature,
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EVERYTHING?

virtues and life. He is of himself and has life in himself.
He is independent in his counsel, mind and will.
Another writer, Michael Barrett, tells us that aseity
is the key that unlocks all the other attributes. God’s
power is independent; his knowledge is independent;
hiswisdom is independent; his essence isindependent.

All this is ably stated in the Westminster Confession
of Faith, which says: “God hath all life, glory, goodness,
blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and
unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of
any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any
glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory
in, by, unto, and upon them” (2:2). That covers about
everything we can say of God. God simply doesn’t need
us!

Aseity and creation

Creation, including you and I, cows and sheep, the cat
that ruins our plants and the flies which annoy us -
everything that is - exists because the independent
God spoke it into existence. “By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made; and all the host of them by
the breath of his mouth” (Ps. 33:6). No one asked God
to make the world. No one made God make the world.
God, who is without beginning, end, or change, made
the world out of nothing.

Isaiah asks: “With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him?” (Isa. 40:14) Of course the answer is
no one, for the simple reason that outside of God no
one existed. How often we sing Psalm 24, whlch speaks
of God’s creating and exercising lordship over the
world, without making the connection to aseity. While
God exists happily and freely without us, we only exist
because of him.

2. Aseity and Providence

This independent, self-sufficient God, oversees all that
he has made. He “[upholds] all things by the word
of his power” (Heb 1:3). In addition, he “worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11).
We should pause long enough to note that it says that
God works all things. Not some, or most, but all. So
nothing exists or operates independently of God. He
works them ‘after the counsel of his own will’, showing
us that his will is independent of ours. Therefore,
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when our wills bump up against his will, it is his that is
followed, not ours.

This truth should be most satisfying. Sadly, we
too often resist the reality, finding it irksome. It is to
God and his will that we are bound to submit. Thus,
providence operates according to the independent
mind, will and counsel of God. Arthur Pink wrote: “He
is solitary in His majesty, unique in His excellency,
peerless in His perfections. He sustains all, but is
Himself independent of all.”

Why should this matter to us? The Heidelberg
Catechism in Question 28 helpfully supplies a reason.
It is “That we may be patient in adversity; thankful in
prosperity; and that in all things, which may hereafter
befall us, we place our firm trust in our faithful God and
Father, that nothing shall separate us from His love;
since all creatures are so in His hand, that without His
will they cannot so much as move.”

“What does the
independence of God
mean for our future as
believers?”

3. Aseity and Salvation

Consider the case of Abraham in Genesis 14. After
Abraham’s victory in the valley of the kings, he is met
by Melchizedek, who says, “Blessed be Abram of the
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth...which
hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand” (vv.19,20).
What exactly is Melchizedek saying here? He is saying
that the independent, self-sufficient God is the one
who delivered Abram’s enemies into Abram’s hand:
Abram was a mere recipient. It is this God who makes
a covenant with Abraham and promises to give him
descendants, protection, possessions, and, above all, a
programme of future events.

The background to all this is Genesis 3:15: “And
[ will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel” The extraordinary
promise of two seeds, the warfare between them, and
the triumph of Christ. The clearest evidence of this is
Israel’s redemption. The ultimate fulfilment of it all is
the cross of Calvary, and the church gathered out of all
nations.

The news which Moses brings to the children
of Israel is this: “I AM THAT I AM” (Exod. 3:14). The
message conveyed by this divine name is that the
independent God, who chose Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, will redeem Israel from their bondage in Egypt
with his mighty hand and outstretched arm, and bring
them into Canaan, the land of promise.

The Implications of This
There are three important implications:

(i) Aseity and evangelism

The independence of God is a neglected doctrine,
especially in evangelism. The Arminian message is
that God needs you, is standing watching, hoping
and pleading for you to give yourself to him. What
happens in preaching when that is the view? Modern
evangelism shows you the outcome, majoring as it does
on testimonies and music. By contrast, consider Acts
17:24-27, where Paul begins with God’s independence
and self-sufficiency, before moving on to assert God’s
sovereignty, will and purpose. It has rightly been stated
that the good news is that the gospel depends on God,
who does not depend on us.

(ii) Aseity and the individual

How does aseity impact us? To put it another way,
what does the independent God want from us? We
must never think that God is indifferent concerning
us. He says, “give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe my ways” (Prov. 23:26).

(iii) Aseity and eternity

What does the independence of God mean for
our future as believers? The independent and self-
sufficient God, who made us, chose us unto salvation,
redeemed us, and will glorify us, delights to share his
pleasure with us forever. As we sing often from Psalm
16:11: “Thou wilt me shew the path of life: of joys
there is full store Before thy face; at thy right hand are
pleasures evermore.”

Aseity. A strange word initially, yet when opened up
a little, full of rich treasure to gladden the believer’s
heart. @

“Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended
the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath
directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor
hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment,
and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way
of understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance:
behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. And
Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof
sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations before him
are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than
nothing, and vanity.”

(Isaiah 40:12-17)
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Q.10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after his own
image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with
dominion over the creatures

an is unique among the creatures, as we
Mlearn from the creation accounts. The other

creatures were simply commanded into
being, but before God created man, He said, “Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness” (Gen. 1:26).
There was a process in the creation of man. First God
formed Adam'’s body from the dust of the ground and
then He ‘breathed’ into Adam his soul (Gen. 2:7). Eve
was created from a rib taken from Adam'’s side (Gen.
2:21,22). The name Adam signifies ‘earth’ and Eve
signifies ‘life’. What in particular makes man special?

Image

From the very moment of his creation man possessed
the divine image. God made man male and female, both
sexes being made to bear His image and reflect His
glory (Gen. 1:27). As God is a spirit, so man’s likeness
to God is seen in his soul rather than in his body.
Man’s ‘soul’ and man’s ‘spirit’ are not two different
things. We see this from the way these terms are used
interchangeably in the Bible. Mary said, “My soul doth
magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour” (Luke 1:46,47). At death, sometimes
it is the soul that is said to depart (Gen. 35:18), and
sometimes the spirit (Acts 7:59).

“God hath made man upright; but they have sought
out many inventions” (Ecc. 7:29). The image of God in
man at his creation was his spiritual uprightness. This
was lost when Adam sinned and died spiritually. The
best way to understand the image is to see what God
restores to man in his spiritual resurrection.

Knowledge

When converted, man is said to be “renewed in
knowledge” (Col.3:10).So,when man wasfirstcreated, he
must have had knowledge in his mind. Adam understood
God’s nature, attributes and law. He knew his own duty
perfectly. He had no need of a Bible to teach him these
things. He knew the Creator personally and enjoyed His
presence. He understood the world in which God placed
him, for “whatsoever Adam called every living creature,
that was the name thereof” (Gen. 2:19).
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Adam delighted in what He knew of God. The moral
law was engraved upon his heart. He understood God’s

command concerning the trees of the garden and their
fruit (Gen. 2:16,17).

Righteousness
By God’s grace a Christian is “created in righteousness”
(Eph. 4:24). Thus, when man was created, he had
righteousness in his will. Adam was inclined towards
the things that are pleasing in God’s sight, and also
had an ability to perform them. As God’s servant, he
was fully obedient to the divine will. His conscience
informed him accurately of what was right and wrong.
Adam was obedient to the will of God in every duty
that concerned him, whether toward God or man,
immediately and with his full consent.

Holiness
A Christian is also “created in..true holiness” (Eph.
4:24). Therefore, when man was created, he had
holiness in his heart. His affections were set upon what
is holy and good. His chief love was for God. As God’s
friend he cleaved to Him. He desired nothing that was
impure. In paradise, Adam and Eve were happy and
knew nothing of grief, shame or regret.

Adam’s desires were chiefly fixed upon God. He was
able to fulfil the chief end for which God created him,
which was to glorify God and to enjoy Him.

Dominion

As God’s image-bearer, man was God’s deputy in the
world. The earth, which is God’s footstool, was man’s
throne. God said, “Have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1:28). Before
Adam sinned, the creatures were subject to man’s
authority but the fall spoiled this harmony.

This was man in the state of innocence. When sin
entered a great change occurred, ruining God’s image
in man and bringing misery to the world. Jeremiah’s
words describe it: “How is the gold become dim! how
is the most fine gold changed!” (Lam. 4:1) M

“As a king delights to see his image upon a piece of coin,
so where God sees his likeness he gives his love. The Lord
has two heavens to dwell in, and the holy heart is one of
them.” (Thomas Watson)
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REV. JAMES CLARK

“Then Job...fell down upon the ground” (Job 1:20)

hat causes clinical depression? It can be
Wexhaustion, stress beyond one’s coping

reserves, or a catastrophic loss which defies
possibility of recovery. Job’s mental world collapsed
suddenly. In the space of a few hours he was brought
to the ground. To be cast down, to struggle to cope
with life’s situations, to run out of energy - we all
have experienced this sometimes. But when it is long
term, when it incapacitates us, when it takes away
all pleasure in life, when (for a Christian) there is a
barren emptiness even when thinking about God, then
we can diagnose that chronic/clinical depression is
happening. For one out of three people, it will happen
again on life’s journey. It would have been strange if
Job had not become depressed after this day!

An Emptiness without Walls

Emotional distress and troubling behaviour, and the
mental states which result from this, should not be
stigmatised but be seen as a part of the struggle on life’s
journey. Depression is like a great emptiness without
walls, and therefore there is no feeling of protection
for the sufferer..and Job’s godliness did not exempt
him from this trauma, from this kind of misery. Job had
indeed the symptoms of depression, as outlined below,
but He also had a great Physician, who maintained the
root of hope within his soul while he suffered. Whether
itbe 2000 BC or 2025 AD, God upholds His people.

Although physically sluggish, Job was often
mentally restless inside (3:26; 30:27)

We do not command our own energy. Job had a sense
of fragile vulnerability and was prone to insomnia
(7:4,13,14). The body slows as the mind races. He had
nightmares, flashbacks (7:13,14), replaying hurtful
scenes from his life. He was passive by choice; he did not
initiate the debates which followed, but he felt obliged to
respond to criticisms. This led to a heated debate with
those who could not understand nor accept his condition.
Job was weary, but found it hard to sleep. Often the mind
‘races’ during the night while it goes blank during the day:.
If Job managed to walk about, it would be in a daze.

Job had pessimistic expectations for the future (7:7,9)
He often thought about death (6:8,9; 7:16; 16:22). He
had fears (4:5; 6:2,3; 7:3,4; 10:15; 30:31), real and
imaginary. His mental suffering of anxiety went on for

T

a period, followed by blankness of mind. It was cyclical
and he could see no end to it. There was a deadness to
all his previous interests and pleasures in life (this is
known as anhedonia). Thoughts of death and rest for
his weary soul were dominating his thoughts. It was
now a battle to get through the days, and the nights.

Job’s thoughts made him tremble (21:6)

His memories were distressing (9:27,28). No matter
how much he tried to get away from these thoughts, he
could not shake them off, nor stifle them; comforting
thoughts could not be summoned at will. Even his
thoughts about his relation to God now troubled him
(like Asaph in Psalm 73). He looked inside a lot and
was preoccupied with his condition. His constant,
restless, intense thoughts were keeping him in a state of
exhaustion. Nevertheless, God enabled him to endure.

Job felt abandoned and alone (12;4; 16:10; 17:6;
19:13,19; 30:9,10)

Failure in others to even attempt to understand
intensifies the sufferer’s feeling of isolation and
loneliness. Job looked forward to the comfort of
Heaven, the undisturbed comfort which was lacking on
earth. Sympathy is often seen in the eyes, and not just
the words, of others. He could not understand himself,
and so how could others? But God understood, and
this was Job’s sole and abiding comfort.

Job wanted to avoid people (including his ‘friends’)
He could not cope with their presence; they talked too
much, and the sharp ‘noises’ disturbed him (13:5). He
wanted to withdraw from the world and, if his friends
represented the church, he wanted to withdraw from
that also! He was irritable, and could flare up into angry
outbursts (15:12,13; 18:4); his reserves of patience had
been exhausted, he struggled to cope with company.

Job came through all this without medication
Medication can help initially, with the sleeplessness
and anxiety, but the condition is self-managed better
as time passes. Despite all the disturbances, God kept
him thinking about Himself. Job’s friends spoke about
God, but it was Job and not his friends who spoke to
God. He had come to the edge of despair, looked over
the edge into the black void, but never lost his faith.
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (13:15). He
would trust God in the dark, submit to His sovereignty,
and wait for the better Day... and it did come! M
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

‘DO NOT RESUSCITATE’ ORDERS AND THE

CHRISTIAN

any things changed with Covid-19. ‘Do Not
Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation’

(DNACPR), commonly called ‘Do Not
Resuscitate’ (DNR) orders, have increased. With
abortion and assisted suicide, DNRs form part of an
axis of evil, assaulting the biblical, ethical, and moral
Christian worldview. A DNR placed on a patient,
supposedly after consultation, means no resuscitation
is given should he or she arrest. The fear is that it
could mean more. Patients have been ‘led’ to agree to
DNRs without full awareness. This ‘patient autonomy’
undermines God’s sovereignty, Scripture and our
biblical understanding of suffering.

Biblical Perspective

The Bible affirms the sanctity of human life because
man is made in God’s image (Gen. 1:27). This concept
highlights every individual’s inherent value in God’s
sight, irrespective of physical or mental circumstances.
Our Shorter Catechism (Q&A 10) defines this image in
spiritual terms. Any act which hastens life’s conclusion,
either by commission or omission (Rom. 7:19),
undermines man’s God-given dignity.

Scripture declares God’s sovereignty over life and
death: “there is no god with me: I kill, and I make alive;
[ wound, and I heal” (Deut. 32:39). Recognising God’s
ultimate authority encourages believers to approach
end-of-life decisions with reverence. A DNR order, which
involves choosing not to intervene in potentially life-
saving situations, is a bypassing of divine providence.

The biblical perspective provides a framework for
Christians to endure trials through faith. When Paul
speaks about glorying in tribulations (Rom. 5:3-4), he
states the absolute necessity of trusting God through
suffering. The Lord uses afflictions for sanctification. “No
man must let the tenant out of the tenement, till God the
landlord call for it” (Thomas Adams). Opting for a DNR
undermines trusting in God’s care in suffering. “Look, as
our greatest good comes through the sufferings of Christ,
so God’s greatest glory that He hath from His saints
comes through their sufferings” (Thomas Brooks).

Ethical Considerations

DNRs are viewed as an exercising of the ‘right’ of
autonomy. From the biblical perspective, human
autonomy is not absolute. God is. We are not our own; we
belong - all aspects of us - to another (1 Cor. 6:19-20).
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The command is to care for the body by following God'’s
will. We may have a cardiac arrest, at home or in hospital,
where providentially nothing can be done, but to choose
a DNR order that places individual autonomy above
divine authority negates this doctrine of stewardship.
There are ethical issues for staff and carers, too.

Calvin emphasises the duty to preserve life as a
manifestation of God’s care. “We are not our own;
therefore, let us not make it our end to seek what
may be agreeable to our carnal nature” (Institutes,
[11.7.1). Preserve life even over decisions of temporal
convenience. What is “Thou shalt not kill” (Exod.
20:13) but to preserve life?

Reformed Theological View
Reformed teaching offers a framework for navigating
the complexities of DNR orders, by emphasising
God’s sovereignty, human responsibility, and ethical
decision-making. A fundamental tenet is that God
governs all facets of life, ordaining whatsoever comes
to pass. Rather than circumvent God’s providential
plan, or have our families do it, we are to trust in His
redemptive purposes, even in suffering (Rom. 8:28).
Reformed theology recognises the brokenness of
creation as a result of sin, evident in the presence of
suffering and death. While medical interventions to
alleviate suffering are expressions of God’s goodness,
they must be weighed carefully. The Westminster
Larger Catechism instructs believers to “preserve the
life of ourselves and others” (Q&A 135), underscoring
that the sustaining of life by the Life-giver is more
important than idolising the skills of medics. The
maker is more worthy of honour than the instruments.

Conclusion

Abortion, assisted suicide,and anon-interventive mindset
in Caring pose significant issues for Christians. We do not,
and our families should not, make decisions contrary to
God’s truth. “Saints must be bestin worst times”, said John
Trapp, not oblivious to God’s rule and our basic ethical
obligations. Immediate comfort cannot be at the expense
of His redemptive purpose, even in suffering. John Jeffrey
Davis notes of man as image-bearer: “his life is sacred in
every state of its existence, in sickness or in health, in the
womb, in infancy, in adolescence, in maturity, in old age,
or even in the process of dying itself” (Evangelical Ethics,
p.201). What comfort! M



YOUTH FOCUS

THE ANSWER TO LONELINESS

REV. JAMES CLARK
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“refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul”
(Psalm 142:4)

form of suffering. It is the feeling of being cut

off, of emptiness, alienation, non-acceptance,
not belonging, separation, and of being unheard. It
can occur within families, within marriages, at the
place of employment, in churches. Teenagers are more
lonely than people realise. Loneliness is the disease
of this era in particular, when more time is spent with
machines and technology than with other people. But
we must not forget that the greatest loneliness is to be
without God (Eph. 2:12), without hope in this world
or the next. Loneliness was not caused by sin (Gen.
1:27,31), but sin gave it the pain, and the eternal pain
of alienation - unless it is remedied by Christ.

I oneliness is common among teenagers; it is a

Ecclesiastical Loneliness Today

There is also nowadays the loneliness of those young
people who are faithful to Christ’s teaching in the midst
of a corrupting and declining church. Christ Himself
said, “I am become a stranger unto my brethren” (Ps.
69:8) because they did not understand Him. They were
unwilling to agree with Him. Loneliness thus becomes
a matter of enforced separation from the crowd of
‘disciples’ (John 6:60-66) who turned away from His
teaching. This contrast is painful, but the company
of Christ must be chosen and cherished before any
others. Robert Bruce expressed the choice when he
said that he could not agree with the king and his many
followers in their falsehood, “lest my union with Christ
be impaired”.

The teaching of Christ about the Biblical character
of God is not popular these days, but to be with Christ
is far better, both here and beyond this world. Who
would we rather belong to - to Christ or the crowd?
The crowd is indeed together, but banished by God.
True faith rests on true knowledge of God. And faith
will have Spiritual company on the way to heaven. The
believer may feel lonely, but he or she shall never walk
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alone. Others may leave us, but Christ will never leave
us.

Coping with Loneliness

Loneliness has an effect on our mental and physical
health, sometimes bringing the sufferer to the edge of
despair and self-neglect. There is a constant anxiety
to escape this internal barrenness. The break-up of
families, whether by parental abandonment, divorce
or bereavement, can have profound effects, and can
often lead the sufferer into the loneliness of inner
withdrawal from a hurtful reality. The devil is attracted
to the lonely, to try, if possible, to drive them to despair.
He will whisper in the ear, “Nobody cares, why should
you?” and the echo is heard in the lonely soul.

Job sought God in his loneliness. He cried out to
God in prayer - he did not give up. “Hold out faith and
patience”, was the cry of Bunyan’s Pilgrim. What can
also help is to seek out other lonely ones; loneliness is
more common than you think. “Seldom can the heart
be lonely, If it seek a lonelier still; Self-forgetting,
seeking only, Emptier cups of love to fill” (Frances
Havergal).

The Promise of Christ
Adam needed company, and in Scripture God declares
that heaven is full of it, and that the Maker of heaven
shall also be with the heaven-bound on earth. It is not
easy for faith-minus-feeling to hold on to this promise
of Christ (Heb. 13:5) in the midst of severe and painful
mental suffering. You may not have the feeling of His
company, but you have the promise of it. And promises
from Christ are what we live on; faith cannot live on
sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

For the lonely one, “weeping may endure for a night”
- or many nights - “but joy cometh in the morning”
(Ps. 30:5) ..some morning..and definitely on the last
morning! There are not many miles to go now... “Abide
with us” (Luke 24:29)! Christ says, “I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5) and these words
keep us going on!
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CHURCH NEWS

2025 Seminary Journal
(Rev. Graeme Craig)
annual OF THE SEMINARY
OF THE

he eighth
Journal of  the
Seminary Of the IE-'II{I-,'[Z CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) is now
available. It comprises
contributions from the
principal and the lecturers
at the Seminary, based in
Inverness. The commitment
of the Journal and the
Seminary is to the Evangelical and Reformed doctrines
and practices of historic Christianity.

The articles, which are on a variety of topics relating
to biblical theology, practical theology, church history
and biblical language, are as follows:

e Grace in Reformed Preaching / Rev. Harry Woods

e Limited Atonement - Ephesians 5:25-27 / Rew.

James Clark

e Servetus, or, Who Governs the Church? / Rev. E.

Trevor Kirkland

» Definitive Sanctification - Romans 6 / Rev. Graeme

Craig

e The Gospel in Ezekiel / Rev. James I. Gracie

e God, Luther, and the Devil / Rev. James Clark

e The Decree of God - Part 2 / Rev. Greg MacDonald

Printed by Lulu (www.lulu.com), the Journal is
available on the Lulu website. It is an A5 paperback
volume of 92 pages and will cost £8.00 (post free) from
the Editor: Rev. Graeme Craig, 46A Craigie Road, Ayr, KA8
OHA (Tel.: 01292 737447; Email: lochalsh@clara.net)

JOURNAL

Nicene Creed Commemoration (Rev. Graeme Craig)
he Free Southern Presbytery, noting the
I significance of the Nicene Creed of 325AD in
clarifying and asserting for the Church the true
Scriptural doctrine of the Holy Trinity, are holding a
public meeting to mark the 1700th Anniversary of the
Nicene Creed. The meeting is to take place in Partick
Free Church (Continuing) on Friday 20th June 2025 at

7.30pm (D.V.). An address will be given by Rev. Trevor
Kirkland (Ballyclare & Doagh). All are welcome.

Hindi Bible Translation Project (TBS Media
Newsletter)
indi, an Indo-European language, is one of the
H most spoken languages in the world. Together
with Urdu the two languages are known as

‘Hindustani’ and unitedly they have around 600 million
native speakers.
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In recent years TBS has commenced a Hindi
translation project, with reference to the earliest
editions of the Old Version Hindi Bible compared with
later revisions. It is with great rejoicing that the Hindi
Gospel according to John was published last year, and
is now available in print and on our Online Bible App.
Our translator is well underway with translating the
rest of the New Testament. In early 2025 significant
promotion, entailing conferences and meetings, was
undertaken very successfully in India.

We have found that a reliable Hindi Bible translation
opens the door to work in many related Indian
languages. Using technology and a standard format, we
can draft translations in sister languages like Bhojpuri,
Urdu, Punjabi, Gujarati, Chhattisgarhi, and Marathi.
These drafts are then refined by native editors. Though
many are unaware, hundreds of millions speak these
languages and need an accurate Bible translation.

Learn more (in English): tbsbibles.org/language-hindi
Learn more (in Hindi): tbsbibles.org/hindi

How to pray for this project:

e For the translator and proofreaders to be given
wisdom and guidance as they translate and revise
the text. Pray that the translation will be a faithful
and accurate translation of God’s Holy Word.

¢ For the subsequent translations that will be made
based on the Hindi to proceed without hindrances.
e For all the translation projects to be used by the
Lord for the expansion of His Kingdom.

Quote

dd or by a kind of mutual bond the Lord has
Fjoined together the certainty of his Word

and of his Spirit so that the perfect religion

of the Word may abide in our minds when the Spirit,

who causes us to contemplate God’s face, shines; and

that we in turn may embrace the Spirit with no fear

of being deceived when we recognise him in his own

image, namely, in the Word.”

John Calvin

Leave a Legacy

generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org


http://www.lulu.com
mailto:lochalsh%40clara.net?subject=
https://www.tbsbibles.org/page/language-hindi
https://www.tbsbibles.org/page/hindi

MISSIONS

REV. GRAEME CRAIG
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of sunshine and warmth, even for someone who

forgets to take sunglasses! Yet, while the weather
was more Scottish than Spanish, the warmth of the
brethren in our congregations in Rubi and Valencia
more than made up for it.

I n mid-April a weekend in Spain offers the prospect

Rubi

A town of around 60,000 souls, Rubi is part of the
greater Barcelona area which has a total population of
over four million. The congregation in Rubi therefore
have a vast mission field. It was heart-warming to see
local Elder, Wilson Calle, speaking to many people as
we walked through the town. If we would be effective
missionaries, then knowing and having a practical
concern for people will go a long way in providing
openings to present the truth to them.

Rev. Jorge Ruiz continues to labour and diligently
preach God’s word in Rubi. Every Sabbath evening he
also conducts a Zoom meeting for folks three hours
away in Zaragoza. He seeks to visit there monthly on
a Saturday to conduct worship. It is exciting to think
that the nucleus of another Congregation is beginning
to form. Mr Ruiz is also supported by Ernest Gonzalez,
the other local Elder. He was living a foolish drug-filled
life, but, by God’s grace, was delivered and brought to
Christ around forty years ago at the age of thirty. He
still marvels at God’s grace to him and continues to
humbly serve Him.

It was encouraging to also meet there with Rew.
Hugues Pierre (France) and Elder Heraldo Almeida
(Portugal). We had gathered to provide advice and
support about some local difficulties. Difficulties
and challenges are not uncommon in personal and
congregational life, but how encouraging it was to
be able to assist, particularly when this was received
graciously and led to a positive outcome. Oh, that
we were all more open to receiving advice and
acknowledging our own failings! Here was an example
of Biblical Presbyterianism at work, preventing harm
being done to the body of Christ. How wise our Lord
has been in setting forth this form of government for
His Church.

Valencia
With transport home from Barcelona being either

awkward to arrange or expensive, the opportunity
was taken to visit Valencia for one night. There are 1.6
million souls in the greater Valencia area. [ was able
take a prayer meeting and visit the local preacher,
Christian Lou, who is also a student in our Seminary. I
was received warmly and graciously and shown much
kindness. The Congregation began with five young
couples who had come to embrace covenant baptism
and the Westminster Standards. Over the last two
years it has doubled, and there are now regularly over
twenty present on the Lord’s Day. There were around
fourteen adults and a few infants presentat the Monday
evening service. They were enthusiastic, attentive, and
had many questions afterwards, some connected to
the sermon and others to various concerns that they
had. They have a suitable place of worship which they
rent, though they hope one day to be able to purchase
their own premises.

It was humbling to think of the workload both of
Mr Ruiz and Mr Lou. Both are tentmakers employed
in full-time (Christian) work and receive little, if
anything, for their Church work. In addition, Mr Lou
is studying part-time for the Ministry. The needs are
many and the pressures great. Secularism and the
vestiges of superstitious Romanism dominate. Yet the
Lord is slowly building up Congregations in Spain. It
was a pleasure to visit, and experiencing the warmth of
the Sun of Righteousness in the gathering of the saints
was a real tonic. The brethren also were encouraged at
having a visitor from Scotland, a tangible reminder that
they are part of a larger body. Here is a good reason for
others to visit them. Above all, please remember them
in prayer.

Ministry Support Fund

The Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon has established
a Ministry Support Fund to help alleviate financial
pressure and allow men more freedom to concentrate
on the work of the ministry. While occasional
contributions are always welcomed, the Presbytery
most appreciate a monthly commitment as this allows
for longer term planning. Support from the UK can be
sent via the central church account. Mrs Donna Norris
can provide details about sending a one-off gift, or set
up a standing order. Please contact her at:
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org
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SECULARISM

When the state divorces Christianity

t is said that the UK is becoming more secular. The
Icensuses for the various parts of the UK ask the

optional question, ‘What is your religion?’ In the
2022 census for Scotland, 51% identified with the option
‘No religion’, compared to 37% in 2011. In England and
Wales, the corresponding figures were 37% compared
to 25%, and in Northern Ireland, they were 19%
compared to 10%. The trend is clear. Secularism is often
used as a substitute for ‘atheism’, the belief that there
is no religious basis for the universe, but it includes the
idea that religion and religious institutions should have
no influence upon the institutions of the state. What is
wrong with secularism?

Firstly, secularism does not agree with Scripture.
The state is not permitted to be indifferent or ‘neutral’
with regard to God. Not only are the “powers that be”
ordained of Him, they are His “ministers” too (Rom.
13:1,4,6). In serving God, the state must be directed by
biblical teaching, and especially the moral law. This is
the only way it can fulfil its duty to uphold what is good
and punish what is evil. In all its functions the state
should honour God.

Secondly, secularism is foreign to the constitution of
the UK. The Protestant Reformed religion is established
bylaw -something evidentin our monarchy in particular.
Yet spiritual decline in recent times means that the
place Christianity now occupies in public life generally
has diminished. Something is bound to replace it: a state
cannot be without values, any more than an individual.
[t is a mistake to think that secularism is ‘valueless’. It is
an alternative philosophy to Christianity - one born out
of the mistaken belief either that there is no God or that
God is not relevant to every sphere of life.

Finally, secularism is not in the best interests of
society. It has been responsible for the ‘permissive
society’ we are now all too familiar with, notable for
its sexual immorality, abortion on demand, substance
abuse and hedonistic lifestyles generally. More and
more fronts are opening in our nation where the
conflict between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom
is clear for all to see.

This is what happens when material and temporal
things begin to be regarded as the whole of our existence,
to the exclusion of the spiritual and eternal. Our once-
great Christian culture is dying. If it is to be saved then
the church must repent of her compromise with the
ungodly world. It must speak once more with that voice
which is greater than any other: the Word of God. Then
our nation will gladly embrace Christianity again! M
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DINOSAUR GRAVEYARD

Missing the wood for the trees

n item with the title “Solving the mystery of a
Adinosaur mass grave at the ‘River of Death™ was

posted on the BBC website (bbc.co.uk) on 19
May. It concerns the Pipestone Creek ‘bone bed’, hidden
in a forest in western Alberta, Canada. Fossils were first
discovered there by alocal science teacher in 1973. Since
then, excavations by palaeontologists have produced
thousands of specimens. It is estimated that at least
10,000 individuals could be preserved at the site. They
all belong to the type of horned, plant-eating dinosaur
known as Pachyrhinosaurus (‘Thick-nosed lizard’).

It is thought that this ‘mega-herd’, which included
juveniles as well as adults, died in a single event. The
BBC article describes it as “a day of utter devastation”,
and reports on efforts by a group of palaeontologists
who have come to the Creek (as they do every year) to
“help solve a 72-million-year-old enigma: how did they
die?” Hints at the answer then follow. “The fossils are...
incredibly tightly packed”. The herd “got tangled up in
some catastrophic event”. “All the evidence suggests
that this catastrophic event was a flash flood...an
unstoppable torrent of water...ripping trees from their
roots and shifting boulders”. “Rocks...show the swirls
of sediment from the fast-flowing water...It’s as if the
destruction is frozen in time as a wave in the stone.”

Sadly, these palaeontologists are unlikely to get
beyond this level of understanding. They are wedded
to a worldview with no place for God. They believe in
an ancient world and have only the sketchiest details
of its history. The Christian supposition is different.
We believe that God exists and has revealed Himself
in the Holy Scriptures. They show us the origin of the
universe: “In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth” (Gen. 1:1). They tell us that the dinosaurs
died when God sent a universal deluge. “And the flood
was forty days upon the earth..and all flesh died that
moved upon the earth” (Gen. 7:17,21).

Since his fall and separation from God, man has been
afflicted by a fearful blindness. We can accumulate
facts and understand them to some extent, but we
cannot interpret them properly. We dwell in spiritual
darkness, but God graciously enlightens the minds of
His people in the knowledge of the truth. Christians
know how, when and why the dinosaurs died. Death
came into the world because of man'’s sin. God judged
wicked humanity by the Flood, but saved Noah and
his family in an ark. This points to the true Ark, Jesus
Christ, who died to save the guilty. We trust in Him for
the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.



CHURCH HISTORY

ANDREW BONAR REMEMBERED (1)
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t was typical of the man. When the Free Church
Icongregation at Finnieston in Glasgow opened a

new building at the end of 1878, the minister of the
congregation, Andrew Bonar, had inscribed above the
main door in Hebrew words from Proverbs 11:30, “He
thatwinneth soulsiswise”. For those who knew Andrew
Bonar, then in his 69th year; it was characteristic of his
whole ministry. His focus and chief desire was winning
souls. Not that he would say that he won souls simply
by his own efforts. Rather it was his desire that the
Lord should use him as an instrument in His hands for
the winning of men, women, and children for Christ
the Saviour.

Bonar believed in the tenets of historic Calvinism.
He certainly did not, however; fit the caricature of the
Calvinist as dour, harsh, or fatalistic. His ministry was
characterised by a passion for Christ, a passion for the
gospel, and a passion for souls. His life was a ‘sweet
savour of Christ’. Scripture tells us that the memory
of the just is blessed. We will find that to be the case
as we remember something of the life and ministry of
this faithful servant of the Lord.

A Notable Anniversary

This year marks the two hundred and fifteenth
anniversary of Andrew Bonar’s birth. To lovers of the
Reformed, evangelical faith, he is perhaps best known
for three enduring classics of evangelical literature.
Most notable of all was his Memoir and Remains of the
Rev. Robert Murray M’Cheyne, first published in 1844
and pretty well continuously available since then.
Bonar clearly had a particularly close bond with the
godly M’Cheyne.

Shortly after the
publication of the
Memoir, Bonar wrote
in his diary, on March
4th, 1844: “It was on
this day of the week
last year, about sunset,
that a messenger came
and told me of Robert
M’Cheyne’s illness. It
makes the day very
solemn. I have grown
little indeed by that
¥ providence...Several

REV. JOHN W. KEDDIE

of us are to observe Monday as a season of special
prayer and fasting to ask blessing on the Memoir, and
the raising up of many holy men.” This lovely book has
certainly kept alive the life and ministry of a greatly
used preacher and pastor, one whom the Saviour
gathered to Himself at such an early age.

Another classic volume was Bonar’s edition of the
Letters of Samuel Rutherford (1862), the 17th Century
Scottish Covenanting divine. When correcting the
proofs of the book, Bonar noted that “in this edition we
have exactly 365 letters, the number of yearslived in the
earth by Enoch, that man of God of whom Rutherford
often reminds us.” Then there was his own Diary and
Life, edited by his daughter Marjory and published
in 1893, shortly after his death at the end of 1892.
This, too, has become a classic of Scottish Calvinistic
experiential literature, providing a real insight into the
heart and faith of a gracious soul; indeed, providing a
real insight into biblical Christian piety.

It is not without significance, both that so much
of Andrew Bonar’s written legacy has come down
to us, and that it is such works that have endured as
soul-stirring and heart-warming sources of challenge
and blessing to subsequent generations of exercised
Christians right down to the present time. These,
after all, are books that touch the heart and soul and
encourage love to Christ, the principal concern of
Andrew Bonar’s life.

The Family Bonar

Andrew Bonar was part of a family of notable
evangelicals. A great-great-grandfather, John Bonar
(1671-1747), was involved with George Whitefield
in the revival work at Cambuslang. He was known for
his piety and is mentioned by Whitefield as “good old
Mr Bonner”. He was one of the ‘twelve apostles’ who
presented a petition to the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland in 1721 in favour of the Marrow of
Modern Divinity.

Andrew Alexander Bonar was born on 29th May
1810, in Edinburgh, to James and Marjory Bonar.
James Bonar was a ‘Search Solicitor of Excise’ and was
“aman of varied and extensive literature, and Christian
excellency”. Andrew was the seventh son of the family.
He was educated at the Royal High School in the city, of
which he was dux (top pupil) in 1827. In the course of
time three sons of that family went into the ministry,
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firstin the Church of Scotland, and after the Disruption
of 1843, the Free Church. They all became men cast in
the same conservative evangelical mode, of which the
first half of the 19th Century was to see an abundance.

[t was the high watermark of Reformed evangelical
Christianity in Scotland, and the three Bonar
brothers - John James (1803-91), Horatius (1808-
89) and Andrew Alexander (1810-92) - consistently
maintained the standards of conservative confessional
Christianity throughout their long lives after they were
saved by grace. They had an uncle who was a minister -
Archibald Bonar, whose son (their cousin) John (1799-
1863) also became a minister in the Church of Scotland
and then the Free Church. As minister at Larbert, he had
Robert Murray M’Cheyne as his assistant for a while.
There was therefore a strong tradition in ministry in
the Bonar family, possibly unparalleled in the history
of the Presbyterian Churches north of the border.

“What a galaxy of
men there were in the
Church in Scotland in

’II

that period!

A Cloud of Witnesses

But it wasn’t just a case of tradition. These men
had a very distinct experience of the Lord’s saving
work in their lives, and a very distinct sense of call
into His ministry. Indeed, the three Bonar brothers
were a distinct part of a revival of evangelicalism in
the second quarter of the 19th Century associated
particularly with Andrew Thomson of St George’s,
Edinburgh, and Thomas Chalmers. The latter was a
veritable ‘polymath’ (a person of wide knowledge and
learning) and one of the foremost Scotsmen of his
or any generation. He was a man blessed with great
preaching gifts and intellectual ability which, after his
conversion, he used to the full for the Lord, not least in
influencing a whole generation of men for Reformed
theology and gospel ministry. What a galaxy of men
there were in the Church in Scotland in that period!

Andrew Bonar’s Conversion

Andrew Bonar traced the first dealings of the Lord with
him in 1828, when he began his now famous Diary. His
motive was “the indistinct hope and belief that thereby
I should be more likely to find salvation”. Throughout
1829, however, he believed himself still to be “out
of Christ” and not yet “born again”. Though he had

thought of going in to the ministry even then, towards
the end of 1829 he wrote: “Thoughts of delaying my
going to the Divinity Hall for another year, because |
still feel so far from Christ.”

In October 1830, however, in reading William
Guthrie’s The Christian’s Great Interest, otherwise
known as The Trial of a Saving Interest in Christ, Bonar
was led to hope that he might be in Christ, and in the
margin of his Diary he wrote: “assurance begun”. It was
“the first beam of joy”. He became a communicant in
December 1830. There was no turning back. His would
be a life dedicated to the service of the Saviour, and
in this he was one with brothers John and Horatius
(whom he called Horace), as well as cousin John. In
1831 he entered the Divinity Hall in Edinburgh.

Ministry at Collace (1838-56)
It was in 1835 that Andrew Bonar was licensed to
preach by the Presbytery of Jedburgh (in the Scottish
Borders region). He acted as an assistant there and right
at the end of 1836 he became assistant and parochial
missionary to the one of the leading ministers of the day,
Rev. Robert S. Candlish (1806-73), at St George’s Church
in Edinburgh. Right from the beginning it is clear that he
had a burden for preaching and prayer: “(It is) our duty
to preach in faith, as well as prepare for preaching in
faith. And then that in prayer the speaker ought to try to
move the heart of God and not the feelings of man, and
that [ should be much more fervent in private prayer.”
Very soon, however, Bonar received a call to the
congregation at Collace in Perthshire, his first charge.
He was ordained and inducted on 20th September
1838. In that rural pastorate of eighteen years, a blessed
and fruitful gospel work was undertaken, in which first
in the Established Church congregation, and then, after
1843, in the Free Church, Bonar frequently saw men,
women and children converted to the Lord Jesus Christ.
During the period from 1839-40, there was
widespread spiritual awakening in many parts of
Scotland. The men who entered the ministry at that
time were deeply affected by the evidences of the
power of God. It gave a fragrance and power to their
ministry, largely lackingin the generation that followed.
Such were Robert M’Cheyne, Andrew Bonar and his
brothers, Alexander Moody Stuart, George Smeaton
and many others of a like spirit and piety. These men
frequently preached at one another’s communions.
They were men of spiritual fervour to whom the later
developments which saw the loosening of the doctrinal
position of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the
acceptance of historical and higher criticism were,
in the words of Alexander Moody Stuart, such an
“unutterable calamity”. ™




REVIEWS

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt,
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

A Sublime Salvation: What the Bible Teaches about
the Salvation of Sinners

William Macleod, Scottish Reformed Heritage
Publications, pbk, 160pp, £8.99

his relatively
small book
is full of big

spiritual matter.
The subtitle sums
up best what the
author wishes
to convey to the
reader. Chapter
headings include,
‘The Necessity of
the Atonement’,
‘The Atonement as
Reconciliation’, and
‘The Extent of the
Atonement’. We are
told that the original
use of the word
‘atonement’ was by
William Tyndale, in translating the New Testament
into English in 1526.

Subjects such as the order of the application of
redemption, effectual calling, and the perseverance
of the saints are all matters which often come up
in discussion amongst believers and are helpfully
addressed in this book. Biblical references are plentiful
to guide the reader and support every argument made
for the views expressed. There are warnings given of
the way liberal teaching seeks to reinterpret Scripture,
including the view that Jesus was “a mere man”
who performed no miracles, and that His death and
resurrection are to be considered as “not objective but
subjective beliefs”.

The chapter on the Extent of the Atonement -
including the great question, for some, For whom did
Christ die? - is addressed well. It points out the danger
of “the common presentation of the Gospel today of,
God loves everyone - Christ died for you - ask him into
your heart”. This is not only unhelpful in preaching,
but, more importantly, unbiblical.

Thesetwentyrelativelybriefchaptersareeasilyread.
Although they are not aimed primarily at theological
giants, they are nevertheless full of profound thoughts
and teaching. This is a book which will help clarify in
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our minds what is biblical and what is not, in a day of
much misleading teaching and preaching.

Highly recommended. M
Rev. Kenneth Macdonald

The Work of the Holy Spirit
John Morrison, Scottish Reformed Heritage
Publications, pbk, 194pp, £9.99

ohn Morrison is a retired minister and lecturer

who served for many years in the Free Church of

Scotland (Continuing). This latest book from his

pen is a helpful summary of the Holy Spirit in the
life of the Church. Mr Morrison acknowledges that
much more comprehensive studies have been written
on this subject. He aimed to produce material that is
more accessible and concise for the average reader. He
has certainly achieved that.

The book is set out in three main sections: the
Holy Spirit in the Godhead; the Holy Spirit in the Old
Testament; and the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.
It also includes a helpful Scripture index. In his
introduction, Mr Morrison indicates that his desire
was to produce a book on the Spirit that would suit the
needs of readers in the modern age. He has packed an
incredible amount of readable and instructive material
into this book. It is of immense help to the Lord’s
people and will be greatly appreciated by students and
ministers.

Mr Morrison makes helpful comments on biblical
inspiration and revelation in Chapter 1. He stresses
the importance of the preservation of the biblical
text, as well as the distinction between inspiration
and revelation (p.15). Chapter 2 provides a great
summary of the
development of the
understanding  of
the Spirit's Person
and Work over
many centuries. It
includes  heresies
and how they were
dealtwith athistoric
Church councils. As
in any careful study
of biblical matters,
the forensic style of
Mr Morrison is very
insightful.

The book then
follows the trail of
the Spirit through

THE WORK OF
THE
HOLY SPIRIT

JOHN MORRISON

Free Church Witness | 17



BOOK REVIEWS

the Mosaic age, including edifying notes on the
Passover and the Manna and on to the Sinai period.
Whilst remaining with his theme of the Holy Spirit, Mr
Morrison explains the significance of the tabernacle
and its furniture, along with insights into the high
priest and his clothing.

Following sections on David and the prophets, the
author arrives at the New Testament era. Taking his
cue from the inspired writers, Mr Morrison carefully
details the Spirit’s work in everything from the Babe
in the virgin’s womb to His involvement in the Second
Coming of Christ. In this exposition there is little
technical stuff. There are brief quotes from the original
language, as for example on the temptations of Christ
(p-128) and on the new birth (p.132). In Chapter 15,
under the heading ‘Comforter’, the Spirit is shown
in His various capacities of convicting, guiding and
glorifying God’s people.

The author then follows the Spirit's work from
Pentecost (pp.151ff), Paul’s conversion (pp.157ff),
and then onto Peter’s ministry (pp.163ff). Finally,
there is a most helpful summary of the Spirit at work
throughout the Epistles and into the Revelation.

We owe Mr Morrison a great deal of thanks for this
book. Future generations will likely refer to it and
quote from it ahead of the weightier tomes already
available on this subject. M
Rev. Iain Smith

Memoirs of an Ordinary Pastor: The Life and
Reflections of Tom Carson
D.A. Carson, Crossway, pbk, 160pp, £10.59

Professor who has written or edited nearly 120

books. This book is about his father, who was
neither a professor nor an author. Almost all Christian
biographies recount the life of exceptional individuals,
but the reality is that almost all Christian people are less
than exceptional - most of us are ordinary. This is an
excellent book. It very helpfully addresses some of the
challenges, trials, and discouragements of the Christian
life. Tom Carson is revealed as a faithful man, who by
God’s grace endured, though without ever feeling that
he overcame. This is a book for ordinary Christians.

The author is an accomplished New Testament

| June 2025

Tom Carson was ordained in 1941, initially
to minister to English-speaking Canadians - but
increasingly he became involved in ministering to
French-speaking Roman Catholics. A briefintroductory
chapter provides an interesting background to Canada
and the French-speaking community. With principled
conviction, Tom lived sacrificially. There were troubles
from outwith the church, but also from within.
Neither Tom, nor his wife, was ever heard by their
children to criticise those who troubled them. That his
father had endured these trials was only discovered
retrospectively by the author through a third party.

A kind, thoughtful, and self-critical man, after
twenty-two years Tom Carson resigned from full-time
ministry. He entered into secular employment and
continued to serve the Lord in the twenty-nine years
that remained of
his life. During this
time he preached
regularly, supporting
the ministries of
other, sometimes
more capable, men.
These latter years
included caring
for his wife after
she developed
Alzheimer’s.

This is a record
of one ‘ordinary’
man and his wife.
But as the Saviour
said concerning the
infants brought to The L it Refttini o Tom i
him, “of such is the
kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 19:14). We should thank God for the
extraordinary men and women in the church, of whom
many books have been written. But do not fear to be
invisibly ordinary. The final chapter speaks movingly
of Tom Carson’s ‘promotion to glory’ It is a beautiful
reminder that the ‘ordinary’ are not invisible to our
heavenly Lord.

Read this book. M
Rev. James Maclnnes

MEMOIRS of an
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COMMUNION DATES

Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.

June July August

1 Tarbat 6 Snizort 3 Harris

8 Auburn-Opelika, Hunt County, 13 St Louis 17 Bracadale & Duirinish (Hallin)
Poolewe & Aultbea 27 Atlanta 31 Stornoway

15 Brora

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES

ORDINARY REMITTANCES
Apr 2025 Total to Apr 2025 Total to Apr 2024
£ £ £

Free Northern Presbytery
Aberdeen 2,150 8,600 8,600
Assynt & Scourie 3,798 9,798 9,353
Brora 7,263 10,263 9,034
Duthil-Dores 4,156 8,656 8,388
Inverness 9,018 15,018 13,888
Kilmorack & Strathglass 4,340 8,240 8,319
Kiltearn 0 0 500
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 0 3,920
Tarbat 2,287 5,287 6,487
Total Free Northern Presbytery 33,012 65,862 68,488
Southern Presbytery
Arran 0 1,804 3,654 2,884
Ayr 0 3,246 6,246 5,610
Ballyclare & Doagh 0 1,981 5,581 5,744
Dumfries 0 0 0 1,010
Edinburgh 0 4,649 10,499 10,033
Clasgow - Knightswood 0 6,440 11,390 11,342
Clasgow - Partick 0 7,000 16,000 17,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 3,324 6,034 3,797
Rothesa 0 1,375 1,375 0
Total Southern Presbytery 29,818 60,778 57,419
Outer Hebrides Presbytery
Cross 2,100 8,400 8,950
Harris - Leverburgh 4,612 9,062 8,960
Knock & Point 4,303 8,323 8,185
North Uist & Grimsay 3,317 6,217 4,379
Scalpay 5,636 12,536 12,357
Stornoway 17,689 35,460 36,393
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery 37,657 79,998 79,223
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish) 2,771 4271 2,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 1,916 3,416 3,681
Lochalsh & Strath 5,028 11,028 13,940
Portree 4,231 8,731 9,106
Snizort 11,565 16,365 15,454
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery 25,511 43,811 44,181
Smiths Falls 0 0 995
Total From Congregations 125,998 250,449 250,306
Other Donations 6,835 60,503 10,199
legacy Q6,312 96,312 1,000
TOTAL 229,145 407,264 261,505
Included in the above: Tax 74,508 74,508 71,386
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations 154,637 332,756 190,119

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church General Treasurer
should be sent to the Financial Administrator: Mr Murray Mackay
Mrs Donna Norris 1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown,
101 Young Road, Dunblane Glasgow G66 7HN
FK15 OFT generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org (mobile) 07793 535227

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).



“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus

Christ.”

1 Corinthians 3:11
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