FREE CHURCH

ITNESS

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Inside this issue:

¢ Our Eternal Home 3
Women in the Psalms and Proverbs 5
Should Evanggelicals Keep Jewish Practices? 6
Spiritual Abuse 7

" Retiring Moderator’s Sermon 9

Moderator’s Address 14

General Assembly Report 19

Twenty-Five Years since the Division of 2000 28
Closing of Seminary 33

Andrew Bonar Remembered (2) 36




Rev. David M. Blunt

s
g
E
B

17 Knockline,
Isle of North Uist, HS6 5DT

01876 510305

Assistant Editors
Rev. James Clark
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

Design & Layout
Donald Smith Graphic Design

Correspondence & Copy
Correspondence relating to the
magazine and copy for inclusion in
the magazine should be submitted
to the Editor; the deadline for copy
is the beginning of the month before
publication.

Subscriptions
Annual subscription rates (including
postage) for the Free Church Witness
(which includes The Explorer for
young people) mailed to one address
are:

UK £33.50

Europe (Airmail) £35.00

Overseas (Airmail) £40.00

Subscriptions and orders, with
cheques / postal orders made out to
‘Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)’,
should be sent to:

Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson

Gleann Beag,

4 Balmeanach,

Braes, Portree,

Isle of Skye IV51 9NH

subscriptions@fccontinuing.org

01478 650360

We encourage churches to take out
bulk subscriptions at the lower rate of
£30.00. The Explorer may be ordered
separately for Sabbath Schools for the
cost of the postage.

2 | July / August 2025

Contents

EDITORIAL
Our Eternal Home

DEVOTIONAL

Women in the Psalms and Proverbs (Rev. James Clark)

DOCTRINE

Should Evangelicals Keep Jewish Practices? (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)

PRACTICAL RELIGION
Spiritual Abuse (Rev. James Clark)

YOUTH FOCUS

Listening to Sermons (Alastair Manderson)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2024

Retiring Moderator’s Sermon (Rev. Andrew Allan)
Moderator’s Address (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)

Loyal & Dutiful Address

General Assembly Report (Rev. Brent Evans)
Twenty-Five Years since the Division of 2000

(Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod)

CHURCH NEWS

Closing of Seminary (Rev. Graeme Craig)

COMMENT
The Sanctity of Life
Credal Change in the Kirk

CHURCH HISTORY

Andrew Bonar Remembered (2) (Rev. John Keddie)

BOOK REVIEWS

The Public Worship of God by William Macleod

The Sinner’s Sanctuary by Hugh Binning

COMMUNION DATES

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES

Distribution
For matters relating to the distribution
of the magazine please contact:
Miss Katrina Mackay
2 Braemar Square,
Ayr KA8 9R]
distribution@fccontinuing.org
01292 264743

Psalmody CDs
CDs of psalm-singing are available
from the Psalmody Committee. Please
contact:
Rev. Andrew R. Allan,
23 Kingfisher Drive,
Glasgow G13 4QA
psalmody@fccontinuing.org
01413281707

COVER IMAGE:

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

X X (Twitter):
@fccscot

freechurchcontinuing.org



mailto:subscriptions%40fccontinuing.org?subject=

EDITORIAL

OUR ETERNAL HOME

eople who knew our country in its better
Pdays can only be sad when they see it now.

Profound changes have taken place over recent
generations. Our institutions no longer command the
respect they once did. Immigration has occurred on a
scale never seen before. The family, the building block
of a stable community, has been undermined through
cohabitation and easy divorce. Homosexuality, gender
change and other unnatural practices are increasing.
Greed, theft, cruelty, pornography and drug-taking
are rife, even among the young. We tremble at the
prospects for our nation if it continues on its present
course.

When we consider our parliaments, they seem to
be dominated by people who have little regard for our
Christian heritage and lack a proper moral sense. MPs
at Westminster recently voted in favour of an extreme
position on abortion. Unless the House of Lords rejects
what MPs have agreed, the killing of a child in the
womb by the mother at any stage up to birth will be
decriminalised. In the same week, MPs voted in favour
of assisted suicide for the terminally ill. If the upper
house does not reject this, it will soon become legal for
a doctor to help such people end their lives. A similar
Bill is in progress at Holyrood. When the unborn are
viewed as expendable, and suicide is offered as an
option for the fatally ill, something is very wrong.

Spiritual Decline

For light upon our times, we turn to the Bible and to
our history. We see that nations which honour God
are exalted, and when they cease to do so they are
“wasted” (Prov. 14:34; Isa. 60:12). We know that at
the Reformation the Lord abundantly blessed the
countries that make up the UK, both spiritually and in
other ways. The Scriptures circulated freely, the gospel
of Christ was preached, and God was worshipped in
spirit and in truth. Protestant Christianity transformed
our culture and gave us our precious liberties. No
nation was more favoured than Scotland; reformation
was more thorough here than elsewhere.

In later centuries a decline set in. Satan whispered,
“hath God said...?” (Gen. 3:1), and some within the
Church gave heed. Doubts were expressed about the
Bible’s trustworthiness. When astronomy, geology,

and the evolutionary theory challenged the creation
account in Genesis, Scripture was interpreted by
science, rather than the other way round. The accuracy
of Old Testament events was questioned and the
genuineness of its prophecies. The miracles recorded
in the New Testament, including Christ’'s virgin
birth and bodily resurrection, were explained away.
Spurgeon stood against this ‘downgrade’ but it could
not be stopped. Few today wholeheartedly believe the
Scriptures to be God’s inspired and infallible word.

Empty Religion
We read in the Bible that “judgement must begin at
the house of God” (1 Pet. 4:17). The main churches,
including the national ones, have been captured by the
‘modernism’ that Spurgeon and others fought. Instead
of preaching Christ crucified, and seeking the salvation
of sinners, these churches campaign, hand in hand
with the ungodly, for ‘social justice’. Their ministers,
despite solemn vows, make little attempt to hide their
unbelief. As our nation gradually exchanges the Ten
Commandments for a more ‘permissive’ code, these
churches do not object; their silence indicates their
approval. And so the apostasy from the faith increases.
In its denials of Scripture, ‘liberal’ Christianity
dishonours God. It has nothing for souls on their way to
eternity. We see that an empty religion leads to empty
churches. It is true that most conservative churches
in the UK, including our own, have also declined
numerically of late. This is mostly through the removal
of the elderly by death and a lack of young people to
replace them, resulting in smaller congregations. In
the larger denominations, however, people of all ages
have simply stopped attending. What is the point when
the message that comes from the pulpit is the same as
comes from the world?

Seeking Revival

Christians can only weep over all this. There is no fear
of God. People are more worried about the climate
and what it might do to them, than what God may do
to them if they continue in their sins! It is difficult to
see how things can be recovered, yet with God there is
always hope. It is right that the Lord’s people lament
the ungodliness of our society, the worldliness of many

Free Church Witness | 3



EDITORIAL / OUR ETERNAL HOME

churches, and falling attendance at public worship.
Some will say that what we need to do is pray to the
Lord that He would send a revival to sort out these
problems. The truth is that we ought to be looking
closer to home.

Revival must begin with ourselves. The real problem
lies in the heart of every child of God. We may be
burdened by the sinful world around us, but how
exercised are we about the world of sin within us? The
Psalmist said to the Lord, “I esteem all thy precepts
concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false
way” (Ps. 119:128). Can we say that? Sincerely? Do we
not tend to excuse ourselves from a strict obedience
to God in certain aspects of our lives? How we need
to repent of this, praying that the Holy Spirit would
sanctify us more and more! When the Word of God
has a practical authority over our lives once more,
governing all our thoughts, words and actions, the
world will take note. May the Lord revive His work in
us!

“Nothing sinful can
enter there, neither
wicked men nor evil
angels.”

Our First Love

In our sojourn here we can surely follow the saying,
“The soul is more where it loves than where it lives.”
Physically Christians dwell in this world but spiritually
they belong to heaven. If we have been saved from our
sins then Jesus will be our first love. Our desires will
be toward Him and one day we will go to Him. Our
Lord is in glory, and so Paul says to believers, “Set your
affections on things above, not on things on the earth”
(Col. 3:2). We also have Christ’s words to the disciples,
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also” (Matt. 6:21). The state of the church and nation
grieves us, but we find comfort in the One who is our
Treasure.

At death, believers leave their earthly possessions
behind, just as others do, but in the next world they
have an everlasting inheritance in their dear Saviour.
This is what makes heaven “a better country” for God’s
people (Heb. 11:16). They enjoy Christ's spiritual
presence on earth, but at the end of their journey the
Lord takes them into His nearer presence. They will
join Him in the Father’s house (John 14:2) and will
not miss their former country. “God did not make the
world to be a place of mansion for us; we are not to
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abide here for ever. Heaven is the mansion house.
(Thomas Watson)

The Church in Heaven

Through the gospel, God is fashioning a people to show
forth His praise. The apostle John was given a vision
of the church in heaven. He saw a splendid city made
out of pure gold, with a wall of jasper or coloured
stone, and gates of pearl. The city was very large and
measured the same in every direction (Rev. 21:16).
There will be a great multitude in heaven, “of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues” (Rev.
7:9). Together they are the bride of Christ, perfect in
every way, “not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing” (Eph. 5:27).

Worship is always the church’s great calling. It
has its purest and richest form in heaven. The whole
church is gathered before God’s throne and serves Him
day and night (Rev. 7:15). In the heavenly city there
will be no sun or moon: the glory of the Lord lightens it
and nothing must detract from this (Rev. 21:23). When
God was present with Moses on mount Sinai, talking
with him, Moses’ face shone, reflecting God’s glory
(Exod. 34:29,30). In heaven the faces of all the Lord’s
people will glow permanently in Christ’s presence, as
they behold the King in His beauty.

A Perfect Society

Believerslongfor heaven chiefly because Christis there.
There are other reasons why it is to be desired. While
we are greatly blessed by God in this life, sin abounds
here and the troubles that go with it. As God’s dwelling
place, heaven is holy. Nothing sinful can enter there,
neither wicked men nor evil angels. “The company of
heaven are all holy, the employments of heaven are all
holy, and the enjoyments of heaven are all holy; and
therefore heaven cannot but be an undesirable thing
to unholy hearts” (Thomas Brooks).

Heaven is a perfect society where there is a pure
and loving fellowship between God and His people,
and where the saints see eye to eye in everything. We
shall never shed a tear in glory, for there will be “no
more curse” (Rev. 22:3). All that gave us sorrow while
we were in this world will be gone. There will be a
reunion of believers who were parted by death. When
her brother Lazarus died, Martha knew that, because
he had believed in Jesus, he would rise again in the
resurrection (John 11:24). They would see each other
again at Christ’s right hand.

If you are without Christ, remember what awaits
you. The “furnace of fire” and “wailing and gnashing of
teeth” (Matt. 13:42) are not imaginary. Turn from your
sin and trust in the Saviour. There is room in heaven
for all who do.
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DEVOTIONAL

WOMEN IN THE PSALMS AND PROVERBS

REV. JAMES CLARK

)

“In the volume of the book it is written of me’
(Psalm 40:7)

“Mary...sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word”
(Luke 10:39)

Ithough the Psalms were written down by men
A(e.g. David, Asaph), the words were given by the

Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16). The Psalms, with the
rest of the Bible, are equally relevant to the experience
of believing women. They also find strength and
comfort from the Psalms (that “Bible in miniature”,
as Luther called them), because they share the same
miseries, disappointments and failures as men.

Women'’s Praise is Highlighted in the Psalms

The singing of the women is particularly noted as
I[srael journeyed through the wilderness until the
Promised Land was reached. “The singers went before,
the players on instruments followed after; among
them were the damsels playing with timbrels” (Ps.
68:25). The women also spread the Gospel as they
journeyed through the world, and you don’t have to be
a ‘preacher’ (which is unlawful for a woman) to spread
the Gospel.

John Calvin comments on Psalm 68:11: “Notice is
taken of the women who announce the army, for it
was the custom anciently for women to sing the song
of triumph, as Miriam, the sister of Moses, with her
companions, sounded the praises of God upon the
timbrel, and the women celebrated David’s victory
upon the harp, when he slew Goliath, and routed the
Philistines (Exod. 15:20; Judg. 11:34; 1 Sam. 18:6)”
This singing of God’s praise was to encourage others
(Ps. 48:11; 97:8). The women were also to join in
lamentations upon temporary defeats and setbacks
during the church’s history (2 Sam. 1:24).

In Isaiah 43:10, women are also called upon to
witness to others of the glory of God. It is their duty
not to be silent upon this matter. They may indeed

‘publish’ it in their households and to their neighbours
(Ps. 68:11,12). The role of mothers is also noted and
commended in the Psalms. They, like men, are also
called ‘servants of God’, being ‘handmaids’ to the Lord.
Every believer is called to some kind of service (Ps.
86:16; 116:16). Mothers also are to study the Bible,
waiting upon God (Ps. 37:7; 62;1,5; 123:2), just as
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet.

The Mother’s Praise is Highlighted in Proverbs
The following is an excerpt from an address by
Handley Moule (1841-1920), an evangelical Anglican.
The address was given to women in 1915, during the
Great War:

“‘Honour thy mother’ (Exod. 20:12) is a vital part
of the Ten Commandments. It exalts the mother’s
honour with the father’s. There are many virtuous
mothers recorded in Scripture, and the Book of
Proverbs commends devotion to her as character
building. ‘I was my mother’s son’ ‘A foolish son
despises his mother’.

The mother is the guide and exemplar in the
home. Her husband greatly leans upon her strong
helpfulness at his side. Her children ‘rise up before
her and call her blessed’. Her children feel, before
they know it, her moulding and building influence.
Women in the Oriental world, as we all know, have
been suppressed throughout the ages, but this is
not the fault of the Bible.

What is missing in the church today is the
religion learned on our mother’s knee, where the
law of God is written in the mother’s heart, and
warm with the love of Christ and the breath of
simple prayer. Mothers, fill your hearts with your
ideal, with your Lord, and go on unwearied. Go on
with gladness, for ‘your labour is not in vain in the
Lord"”

Wars here shall have an end, but our spiritual
warfare continues, and women are to fight in this war
too. W
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DOCTRINE

SHOULD EVANGELICALS KEEP JEWISH

PRACTICES?

REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

Hertzberg bizarrely claimed that the eminent New

England clergyman Cotton Mather (1663-1728)
“took to wearing a skullcap in his study and to calling
himselfarabbi”. His claim was made in an article entitled
The New England Puritans and the Jews (1987), later
reprinted in Hebrew and the Bible in America (1993), a
collection of essays edited by Shalom Goldman.

The story has been retold without much examination.
Hertzberg was in fact paraphrasing a diary entry by
Mather from 1696, which on closer inspection does not
say any such thing, yet the claim is still repeated.

I nthe 1980s, the American rabbi and historian Arthur

Calvin and the Puritans

In recent years there has been a spike in professed
evangelicals embracing all things Jewish, to the extent
of worshipping on Saturday, wearing the skullcap or
‘kippah’, and observing the Passover. Extremes have
been used to either libel or justify certain positions.
Calvin was labelled a Judaizer by the Lutherans,
because of his stance on the covenant and the law, and
especially on account of his exposition of the Psalms.
This particular claim was analysed by Sujin Pack (The
Judaizing Calvin) and proven to be false.

The Puritans were labelled Judaizers by the
Laudians, a party among the Anglicans, upon the
same grounds of covenant and law, and especially
concerning the fourth commandment. Those who
promoted King James I of England’s Book of Sports
(1617), which approved worship on ‘Sunday’ morning
followed by sport after lunch, were particularly vexed
with the Puritans. The label ‘Judaizer’ was designed to
blunt their teaching on the Sabbath and to poison the
minds of the people against them.

John Traske

On the other side were those who simply ignored the
central issue: the Biblical teaching of a single covenant
of grace, at the centre of which is Jesus Christ, who
fulfilled the ceremonial law. Some who ignored this were
Judaizers to the extent of literally becoming Jews. An
example is John Traske (1585-1636), whose followers
were labelled ‘Traskites. They abolished the Lord’s
Day and kept the Jewish feasts and dietary laws. Facing
sustained critique and opposition, many of them fled
from England to Holland, with some formally joining
the Jewish community there. Things got completely out
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of hand when Traske concluded that he was the prophet
Elijah. Traske, however, became a useful propaganda
tool against the Puritans. It was wrongly alleged that the
inevitable outcome of Puritanism was Traskism.

Reasons to Reject the Judaizers

The fundamental question is, regardless of labels,
should we follow Traske and the Judaizers? The short
answer is no. We should repudiate this entire school
of thought, for the same reasons that the Puritans did.

First, it is a failure to understand what has
happened redemptively. The idea that we must Judaize
is a repudiation of what Christ did, fulfilling the Old
Testament types and ceremonies. Paul emphasises this
in Hebrews. The time of reformation came with Christ.
Circumcision was transformed into baptism, and the
Passover into the Lord’s Supper. There was continuity,
but there was also discontinuity. Judaizers are guilty of
the same Galatian heresy that Paul fought against.

Second, it is an interpretational failure. It says that
if Scripture does not expressly forbid a thing then it
may be made use of. What harm can these things do?
say the Judaizers. Returne Hebdon, a fellow traveller
of Traske, argued in A Guide for the Godly (1646)
that while the Epistle to the Galatians appeared to
undermine circumcision, it did not actually ban the
practice. To him this meant that it continued. This
argument can be used to justify many things. How we
are to read and understand the Bible, what constitutes
the types and shadows and when and where they were
fulfilled, are the central issues here.

Third,itis a prophetic failure. What was prefigured by
the Temple, and why was the Temple finally destroyed?
Surely it typified the atoning work of Christ, who came
to offer the Sacrifice to end all sacrifices. What took place
in the Temple was never replicated in the synagogues,
which continued after the Temple was taken down.

Fourth, it is a Christological failure. There is no
evidence that the Church continued the Jewish
ceremonies after the cross, alongside the preaching of
Christ crucified. They were no longer required.

Those who attempt to weld Jewish ritual onto the
Gospel are neither Reformed, Puritan, Protestant,
or Evangelical. They are wholly at variance with the
teaching of our creeds, catechisms and confessions of
faith, as they concern the Old Testament and the work
of Christ the Mediator. M
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

SPIRITUAL ABUSE

REV. JAMES CLARK

3
i s

“For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne”
(Matthew 23:4)

even God’s Word. The Pharisees did this with

Scripture, in order to enforce their usurped
authority over the consciences of religious people. This
is spiritual abuse of something meant for our good.

E verything can be abused by fallen human nature,

The visible church can abuse its authority. The
church is not a mediator of Christ’s authority, but must
acknowledge and proclaim it. It must follow the mind
of Christ (Phil. 2:5). The Pharisees had no Gospel, and
their modern counterparts treat the Gospel as if it
were just another set of laws to keep. The church is not
to be antinomian but it must not be legalistic either.
We know that Christ dealt with wounded sinners in a
gentle manner, but He could be severe with the legalists
who were being severe with His flock. He spent much
time correcting them, using His Divine authority, “But [
say unto you...” (as in Matthew 5-7). Those who witness
such spiritual abuse, as Christ did, have the right to be
angry at it, as Christ was (as in Matthew 23). “While
[ was aware of the failure of some churches to pastor
victims, I was surprised by the extent of this failure in
the UK” (Eryl Davies, Hidden Evil, Christian Focus).

People became afraid of the Pharisees. The
Pharisees were a kind of early Spanish Inquisition.
They gave commands to the people, with no empathy.
They regarded the people as “cursed” because they
did not know the law (John 7:49). They did not apply
the law to themselves (Gal. 3:10) and substituted a
natural knowledge of the law for spiritual obedience
to it. They, by their false teaching and perversion of
Scripture, sought to damage the believer’s relation to
the law. They taught the covenant of works all over
again. They emptied the Gospel of its ‘good news’. They
used the law to inflict more pain and did not set forth
the Gospel. They used the Word to crush the “poor
in spirit”, whereas Christ said they are blessed (Matt.
5:3). It has been said that “the church is the only army
which shoots its own wounded”! We must do all we
can to avoid such a criticism. Discipline, if needed,
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is supposed to be remedial, akin to God’s Fatherly
chastisement, and not punitive.

Every believer is a priest. This doctrine, revived
at the Reformation, opposes those who wish to set
themselves up as high priests. Every believer is a priest
according to Scripture (1 Pet. 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6). The pope
is not a high priest mediator, the husband is not a high
priest, and a minister is not a high priest. The believer’s
conscience submits to God only, as our Westminster
Confession of Faith makes clear. “God alone is lord of
the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines
and commandments of men, which are in any thing
contrary to his word, or beside it, in matters of faith
or worship” (20:2). “The inmost soul of Protestantism
is the responsibility of conscience to God alone; this is
the spiritual nature of true religion, and the freedom
of faith from the rule of earthly lords” (C.H. Spurgeon).
Every believer has equal access to God and is equally
loved, infinitely, eternally, and savingly, through the
one Mediator, Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5).

Spiritual abuse can take place at the domestic
level. While spiritual abuse is not confined to men, it
is an area where a husband especially must take care
(Eph. 5:25). He must not act as a dictator and use the
law of Moses to enforce authority over the consciences
of those in the household. The Pharisees were without
compassion. Only Christ has the right to receive
unquestioning obedience. The wife is described
by God as a ‘helper’ (Gen. 2:18). Therefore he, the
husband, needs her help — mentally, physically, socially
and spiritually. If she is oppressed, it can be a criminal
abuse. She is a fellow believer, and every believer is
a priest, equally loved by God. Scripture must not be
used to support a headship which is tyrannical or
dictatorial; the model for the husband is Jesus Christ
(Eph. 5:25).

“The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam;
not made out of his head to rule over him, nor out of his
feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be
equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near
his heart to be beloved.” (Matthew Henry) M
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YOUTH FOCUS

LISTENING TO SERMO

to Question 160, “What is required of those that
hear the word preached?” says: “It is required
of those that hear the word preached that they attend
upon it with diligence, preparation, and prayer;
examine what they hear by the scriptures; receive the
truth with faith, love, meekness, and readiness of mind,
as the word of God; meditate, and confer of it; hide it in
their hearts, and bring forth the fruit of it in their lives.”
When we are told, “It is required”, then what follows
is a duty rather than something optional. When we
come to hear the preaching of Christ crucified, we
are not engaging in a recreational activity. It is part of
the public worship of the Triune God. We have a great
privilege to listen to Reformed preaching. So, there are
some things we need to do:

O ur Westminster Larger Catechism, in its answer

1. Pay Attention

Some preachers hold our attention very easily, having
a natural eloquence and style that keeps the hearer
engaged. Others are more limited in these abilities. In
both cases, the one who is preaching God’s word should
be listened to. We should give our full attention to the
preacher; attending upon what he says with diligence.
Has the preacher made reference to a Scripture
text? Has he posed a challenge? Does he want you to
remember a particular phrase or quotation? If the
preacher sees that you are paying attention that will
serve him well. Ask any minister if he is encouraged
or discouraged by people paying attention. You know
what his answer will be!

2. Prepare to Listen

In his commentary on the Larger Catechism, and in
connection with Question 160, Johannes G. Vos says:
“We should endeavour to dismiss all worldly business
and pleasures from our thoughts so that we will be
receptive to God’s Word” (p.457). We need to prepare
to listen by clearing our thoughts of other things. If
you are of the disposition to worry about things, it
may be worth making doubly sure, prior to the service
starting, that you have locked the car or that you put
your envelope in the collection. I know of one young
person who would place her mobile phone on silent,
and switch it off, and connect a pair of earphones to
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the device - to make sure that no distraction could
come from it during the service.

3. Pray

Regularly praying for our ministers is a good practice.
We should make sure we are praying for the ministers
and preachers that we are going to hear. We want the
preacher to be upheld by the Holy Spirit and to preach
the Word of God powerfully and effectively. Just as
sometimes we may find a temptation to think a sermon
‘boring’, a preacher can be tempted to focus on being
interesting rather than simply being used of God. As
Charles Spurgeon said in a sermon entitled “The Alarum’:
“Pray God to make the ministry which you now listen
to more and more an arousing ministry to your own
soul. Pray for the preacher; for he is in the same danger
as yourselves, for he too is compassed with infirmity.”
Then, by God’s grace, we will get to do a fourth thing:

4. Prosper

Having prayed for the minister that he would be filled
with the Spirit in preaching Jesus Christ, and having
kept out distractions and paid attention to the sermon
as best you can, you must now seek to prosper. Did the
sermon challenge your understanding of Scripture?
Turn now, in your own time outside of public worship,
to the portions of the Bible that contribute to the
subject dealt with in the sermon. And, “receive the
truth with faith, love, meekness, and readiness of
mind, as the word of God”. Make a point of meditating
on God’s word and run over its teaching, storing it up
as a precious thing. You may find the practice of setting
aside a particular time midweek to review the sermons
you heard from the Lord’s Day a help in this.

Let us make sure that there is spiritual fruit in our
lives. We should not to be going to Church simply to
fill our heads with facts about the Book. We ought to
be filling our hearts with the Word of God, and seeing
in our life that great work of grace by which we are
conformed more and more to the likeness of Christ. Let
us be attentive at the sermon, and conscious and fruitful
meditators afterwards, so that what Paul desired for the
believers in Philippi may be true of us. “Being filled with
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ,
unto the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 1:11).




GENERAL ASSEMBLY

REV. ANDREW ALLAN

MINISTERS AND PREACHERS

“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we
shall receive the greater condemnation” (James 3:1)

he title that [ would like to give to the sermon
I based on this text is ‘Ministers and Preachers’. I
have two main headings that [ wish to highlight
with you tonight for your edification. Before  announce
my firstheading, [ would like to introduce the topic and
the subject with you this evening. I think we will all
agree that the Christian ministry is at a crisis point. We
have ministers who should not be ministers. We could
think of the wide, visible, professing Church. There are
homosexual ministers and there are lady ministers.
And, obviously, according to the New Testament
pattern, they should not be ministers.

Some ministers do not believe the Gospel. Some
ministers would never claim to be converted. Some
ministers do not preach the Gospel, and a large portion
of their work, or whatever occupies their time, is not in
any sense connected with the essential, basic message
of the Christian Gospel. And therefore we would say,
and all of us here would totally agree with this, that
such people should not be in the gospel ministry.

RETIRING MODERATOR’S SERMON

Wherever they should be, it is not in a pulpit. They do
not belong there.

“We are looking
for people. We are
looking for gospel
ministers.”

But friends, we are not so much concerned about
the wider, professing Christian Church, although of
course we do have an interest in that. We are here
tonight associated with the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing). And we have our own problems. We
have multiple vacancies. We have a lack of students.
We have an ageing ministry. We have sickness and
other issues, which means that we have a shortage
of ministers. I am simply telling you what you
know. There is nothing new in this. The result is
that some ministers, many ministers, and possibly
most ministers, are undertaking too many tasks and
engaging in duties that others should be doing. The
same can be said about our office-bearers. In common
with other sections of the Church, we need more active
ruling elders and deacons.

Last night we heard of a missionary organisation.
What are they pleading for? Well, this mission
organisation said, “We are not looking for money: we
are looking for people”. And we can echo that. We are
looking for people. We are looking for gospel ministers.
We are looking for elders and deacons who can help
and support the gospel ministry. And, therefore, |
think you will agree that even within our own small
denomination, we have a crisis. It is not new; it has
been developing. But we have a crisis. As I said, | want
to look at this issue under two headings.

1. THE WARNING

The first thing is the warning. Before 1 develop that
heading, | want to answer an argument I believe you
may have when we look at this subject. Some of you
here are not involved in the Christian ministry. Some
of you are private Christians, and you will be members
of congregations, the ones who sit in the pews. You
might well be saying to yourself, “Mr Allan, what you
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are saying may be true, but it doesn’t have any real
application to me. I'm not that interested in this matter
myself.” Well, | want to persuade you that you should be
interested in this matter. The private Christian should
be interested in the gospel ministry and in ministers,
because the health of the denomination will in some
respect reflect the health of the ministry.

Generally speaking - and it is a generalisation - the
spiritual tone, temperature and life of a congregation
and of a denomination will rarely rise above the
spiritual temperature and life of its ministers. And
therefore the people in the pews should be interested.
You should be praying earnestly for your ministers,
that they indeed might fulfil their calling and that God
might use them to further the cause of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

But there is another reason that I want to pursue
this matter of ministers and preaching. It is because
many people, private Christians, and maybe even
ministers themselves, do not really appreciate what
the gospel ministry is all about. This is very often
the case. The private Christian, what does he think
about the gospel ministry? What does he think about
the gospel minister? Friends, some people have
very fanciful views of the gospel ministry, but after
the order of the New Testament it is hard work. It is
commitment. It is determination. It is to struggle on,
even against all kinds of opposition. That is what it is.
We need to understand what the gospel ministry is in
order to appreciate it, value it, and pray for it, and this
in order that, humanly-speaking, we might get the best
out of our ministers.

The first heading, derived principally from our text,
is a warning. “My brethren, be not many masters”. Now,
to help us understand this warning, it may be wise
to set the text in context. James was writing to early
Christians, who were mainly Jewish. They had turned
their backs upon Judaism and were in a period of
transition from Judaism to Christianity. It was all new

in some sense. At the beginning there was a great need
for preachers and teachers, to inform new converts of
this wonderful new faith that is to be found in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Here James is telling these people, “be not
many masters”. Of course, when he talks about masters
he has ministers in mind. He is talking about teaching
elders and he is telling them not to rush to the pulpit.

This might seem strange when there is such a great
need. In our present condition we might be inclined to
accept any promising Christian who shows an interest
in the holy ministry. Well, there is a warning: “knowing
that we shall receive the greater condemnation”. It is an
awesome thing to stand before men and women who
are either on the broad road or on the narrow road to
eternal life. We are dealing with matters of importance,
matters regarding their never-dying souls. It is an
awesome thing to stand before these individuals and
to tell them the Word of God and bring it to bear upon
their hearts and lives. It demands everything that a
man can give. And, ultimately, a man should never be in
the ministry unless he has been called. And that means
called by God.

I can only relate my own experience as far as this
is concerned. Someone once said to me, “You are
too personal”. Well, friends, I tell you the ministry
is personal. The gospel minister speaks to people
about their eternal souls. It must be personal. We
must be speaking from the heart about these things,
not just from the head. And therefore the ministry is
abundantly personal. When I told my minister that I
was considering the ministry, it was our communion
season. At that communion he had a retired FC(C)
minister who is no longer with us; he has passed into
glory. But my minister took me to this experienced
minister and asked him, “What advice have you got
for this gentleman here? He's planning the ministry”.
What do you think the experienced minister said to
me? He said, “Resist it”. That is what he said. “Resist it".
And he cited Moses’ experience.
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[ thought that was good advice. But there came a
time when I could not resist it any longer. And truly,
my fellow-ministers who are here will know exactly
the same experience. Ultimately, if you have been
called by God you will follow through with that call.
That call will come, and you cannot run away from it.
There is nowhere else you can go. You must answer it.
That is the way it is with the call to the ministry. And
what James is saying here is, “My brethren, be not many
masters”. You need to be sure that you are called of
God. No one should occupy the pulpit unless they have
this call. And no matter how desperate the situation is,
we should not rush into these matters.

What should we do? Well, we have the example of
the Lord Jesus Christ. He tells us that the harvest is
great. “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
he will send forth labourers into his harvest” (Matt.
9:38). Pray that the Lord Himself, whose harvest it is,
would send out labourers. And again, to set this text in
context, the early church, to which James was writing,
would be less formal in their services than we are in
ours. It would be common for people to interact, to
debate and argue, and to have questions and answers.
It would not be like the meeting that we are having
here, where we are listening to one man speak. There
would be dialogue. There would be discussion. And
very often on those occasions, because they were
speaking about biblical things, about the Lord Jesus
Christ, things sometimes might get passionate. That
was the problem: they could not control their tongues.

James goes on in this chapter to talk about the
tongue. He has a lot to say about it in the epistle. In
Chapter 1, verse 19, he says, “Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath”. Why did he say that? Because they were
not doing this. Instead, every man was swift to speak
rather than to hear. Later in the chapter, James says: “If
any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s
religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world” (vv.26-27). He is talking about the tongue.

James is not giving the sum and substance of
what it is to be a godly man, to be a Christian. He is
highlighting the things that these Christians were not
doing. They were not visiting the fatherless. They were
not visiting the widows in their affliction. They were
not keeping themselves unspotted from the world.
They were not bridling or controlling their tongue.
That is the warning James has given them. We all know
that we are going to be judged; we cannot avoid it.
We know the Christian will not be condemned: that is
true, but he will be judged. And the minister will be

judged. Everything will be laid bare. And therefore
that should deter us from rushing in and occupying the
pulpit, especially if we cannot control our tongue. Now
of course we can all make mistakes. Which one of us
has not lost his temper? We can all hold up our hands
and admit it and acknowledge it. But where there is a
pattern, where there is an ongoing pattern, it surely is
a red light. Well, that is the warning.

“The voice is the
preacher’s greatest
asset. It is an effective
weapon used by the
grace of God for the
glory of God.”

2. THE WEAPON

The second thing is the weapon. Now the weapon is
linked to the subject of the warning. What am I talking
about? Well, the preacher, what does he have? He has
a mouth, he has a tongue, and he has a voice, and he
must use this voice. It is, under God, his most effective
weapon. Every preacher has this weapon. It is part of
his calling. It is part of the preparation. It is part of what
God gives to the preacher. He gives the preacher a voice.
John the Baptist knew it. He was a preacher. He was
causing a disturbance. He was awakening thousands
who were running to him in the wilderness. Priests
and Levites were sent from Jerusalem to ask him who
he was. “Who art thou? that we may give an answer to
them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said,
I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias
[Isaiah]” (John 1:22,23). John is telling them that God
has given him a voice. He used it in preparing the way
for the Lord Jesus Christ.

John tells us several times that John the Baptist
“bare witness” or “bare record” of Christ. Wherever
he got an audience, he would raise his voice in order
to direct persons to the Lord Jesus Christ. The voice is
the preacher’s greatest asset. It is an effective weapon
used by the grace of God for the glory of God. And
every preacher will have this. Therefore, what are we
to look for? What should we look for in a prospective
divinity student, or indeed a minister? What kind of
qualifications should they have? What do we look for
in our own Church’s practice?

Normally we have a young man, or maybe a not
so young man, who believes that he is called to the
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ministry. He speaks to his minister. His minister will
give him some advice and may ask him to get a form
from the Training of the Ministry Committee. The young
man will fill out this form. It will go to the Kirk Session
and they will assess him. It may well then be passed to
the Presbytery and they will assess him. Then it will go
to the Training of the Ministry Committee. Ultimately
it is they who will make the decision as to whether
that young man should go forward and be recognised
as a Divinity Student. That is our practice and there is
nothing wrong with it. But what should we look for?
What are the qualities? What are the raw qualities that
should be seen in anyone who is aspiring to be a gospel
minister? Well, the acrostic ‘ACES’ may be helpful for
us here.

Where did [ get this from? It is not original. My
former minister spoke of this. He would not say that it
was his either. [ believe it was his minister or another
minister who brought it to his attention. Friends, this
acrostic contains wonderful things for us to think
about. It is not a complete compendium of what a
minister should be like, but it does indicate some
essential qualifications in any prospective divinity
student or minister. Again, we acknowledge that every
one of us is a work in progress. You might not see all of
these things in that individual, but you should be able
to see some of them. This acrostic will guide us and
help us to know whether that person has truly been
called of God or not. Now what are the four things that
we find under ‘ACES’?

(i) The first is Authority. The prophets spoke with
authority. They were able to stand up before audiences
who did not want to hear what they said. They were
able to say, “Thus saith the Lord”. They knew they had
a message from God. And therefore they spoke with
absolute authority. Although the people might not like
what they said, they knew that the man had a message
from God. “He comes with the authority of God. He
is truly an ambassador. And he speaks as such.” And
who is our greatest example? The Lord Jesus Christ.
Who preached like Him? No one. We could go back to
the Sermon on the Mount, that wonderful sermon in
Matthew chapters 5 to 7, and at the end of the sermon,
what do we read? “And it came to pass, when Jesus had
ended these sayings, the people were astonished at
his doctrine” (7:28). Let us be clear, friends, Christ’s
doctrine was - and we say this reverently - simply
an exposition of the Ten Commandments, and yet the
people were astonished at it. “For he taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes” (7:29).

1) R
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This is something you will notice in every gospel
preacher. You will see it in the students also, perhaps
in latent form. They have an authority that does not
belong to them, and yet they have it: it has been given
to them. Think of the Lord Jesus during His public
ministry. He is proclaiming the good news in the
temple, and the temple rulers are not happy. They do
not like what Jesus is teaching. They send officers to
arrest Jesus. These officers go with the authority of the
chief priests and the Pharisees. What happened? Well,
they heard the Lord Jesus Christ speak. They heard
Him preach and teach. And what was their verdict?
When they went back they were empty-handed, and
their masters said to them, “Why have ye not brought
him?” (John 7:45). “Why have you not brought that

“The Bible tells us
that we are sinners.
The Bible tells us that
there is a Saviour. It
is not ourselves.”

impostor back to us?” Their response was: “Never man
spake like this man” (v.46). Jesus spoke with authority.
[ firmly believe that those who are called by the Lord
Jesus have something of that authority. It comes from
God alone. You will not get itin a seminary or in a book.
You will get it from God.

This authority comes when persons walk closely
with the Lord Jesus Christ. They are students of His
word. They call upon Him in prayer. They are in some
sense, a real sense, intimate with Jesus Christ, and
therefore they have His authority. Ultimately it goes
back to the fact that this man has been called of God.
Ministers will know what I am speaking about here.
When you are in the gospel ministry, you will know
occasions when things are not going well, yet you will
have the peace and security of knowing that you have
been called of God. Sometimes when you are in the
gospel ministry, it is just you and God. That is the way
it is. And you are only in the pulpit because God has
called you to the pulpit. It is not your choice; God has
called you. And that is why you are able to do what you
do, and why you are able to go on. It is because you are
called of God. Those who are called of God will have
this authority.
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(ii) The second is Clarity. The preacher is to use his
voice. He is to be clear. He is to be crystal clear. Do you
hear things like this? “Well, I read the Bible, but I find it
difficult to understand. It is very complicated.” Is it? We
recognise there are difficult things in the Bible, and we
recognise that we will never understand everything
in the Bible, but we also recognise that the Bible is
largely crystal clear. The problem is that people do not
like what is crystal clear in the Bible. The Bible tells
us that we are sinners. The Bible tells us that there is
a Saviour. It is not ourselves. It is not the church. It is
none other than Jesus Christ. He must save you. And
people do not like to hear that.

It is the same with the gospel minister. He must be
crystal clear. People might not like to hear what the
gospel minister has to say, but they must hear and it
must be clear. Therefore, we are to study to clearly
articulate our message. What a message we have!
What a King we serve! What a Kingdom is set before
us! Are we not going to stir ourselves up, therefore, to
be crystal clear? Are we not going to make the way of
salvation clear to everyone? I think it is a terrible thing
to minister to people and realise that some in your
congregation will perish. Friends, let it be said of us
that, though they may perish, it is not because we did
not tell them the truth and it is not because we were
not clear. It was because they would not believe. It was
because they would not receive Christ as their Lord
and Saviour.

(iii) The third is Energy. We need enthusiasm and
zeal with knowledge. It is no easy thing to be a gospel
preacher. Some will say that the minister works only
two days a week, on the Lord’s Day and on a weekday.
Or it may be just on the Lord’s Day, and for some even
just once on the Lord’s Day: that is what is happening
very often today - although not in our own circles,  am
delighted to say. This is what people think, that there
is nothing in the gospel ministry. Friend, if you are in
the gospel ministry, it will consume you. It will take all
your energy. It will take all your time. You must devote
yourself to it. You must give your life to it. You must
give yourself to it. You must give your soul to it. You
must give everything to it. This is what is required and
this is what we need. We need men who are alive in
the pulpit, who will preach “the unsearchable riches of
Christ” (Eph. 3:8).

Think of that statement. Who can preach the
unsearchable riches of Christ? Can you? We all fail.
But will we not try? Will we not expend our energy in
doing this? Will we not put life and energy into it? Will
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we not go to the pulpit with zeal and enthusiasm? And
will we not go with expectation? Oh, I have to check
myself here. How often do we go to the pulpit and do
not expect anything to happen! Well, if that is the case,
nothing will happen. Do we need to educate ourselves
again? Do we need to stir ourselves up? We are in the
business of changing people’s lives. That is what we
are here for. That is why you have a voice. That is why
you have this message. That is why you serve the Lord
Jesus. It is in order to transform people. And, first of
all, perhaps we need to transform ourselves, or be
transformed. That may be what is required.

“Do you extol Christ?
Do you lift up Christ?
Are your sermons

full of the Lord Jesus
Christ? Now, this is
not easy.”

(iv) The fourth is Spirituality. When we speak and
when we preach, we are to preach Christ. We are to
make sure that He is in our sermons. We are to extol
Him. “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto me” (John 12:32). Oh friends, look at your
sermons. Oh Mr Allan, look at your sermons. Do you
extol Christ? Do you lift up Christ? Are your sermons
full of the Lord Jesus Christ? Now, this is not easy.
It may be relatively easy when we are in the Gospel
accounts, but we cannot confine ourselves to them.
We have the whole Word of God. And we, throughout
our ministry, must be in the whole Word of God. It has
been given to the church. This is our Book. And we are
to proclaim it.

We are to find the Lord Jesus. We are to proclaim
Him. We are to set Him forth before our people and we
are to urge them to come and to close in with Christ
and they are to be assured that Christ will receive them.
That is the spirituality we need. We need to proclaim
Christ in all His fulness. And friends, the more you do
that, the more you will be taken up with the gospel
ministry. And the more you use your voice, the more
you will be satisfied, and the more your congregation
will be built up in their most holy faith. May the Lord
bless His word. ™
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REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

he great question that concerns serious-

I minded Christians is this. What is the point

of everything? What is the goal? What is the

motivation for action? And what should be the engine

to drive us forward? What shall encourage us when all
seems against us?

In Titus Chapter 2, Paul lays out a programme that
states the ultimate motivation. In that programme he
mentions the elderly, the youth, older men and older
women, wives, husbands and servants. In other words,
every section of society that is found in the Church.

The programme is founded on grace, and the
work of grace which is promoted by sound doctrine
being taught and embraced by everyone. The impact
of that doctrine upon life is self-denial: the denial of
worldliness and so on. Why? because the great focus is
the glorious return of our glorious Saviour, Jesus Christ
- the great God and our Saviour. That is, one who is
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both God and man. As Paul states: “he shall come to
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them
that believe” (2 Thess. 1:10).

That is the grand and ultimate aspiration for the
Church: Staying Focused. There are four points:

1. Let us be Convinced afresh of this Focus

In our day we have seen the rise of post-modernism
and the havoc it has wrought across -culture,
institutions and civil government. Instead of reality we
have the triumph of psychology. Doubt, scepticism and
a hermeneutic of suspicion, predominates. If you feel
you are a woman, then you are. If you feel you are a
dog, then you are. Irrationality has come.

But let us not be intimidated by this supposedly
modern way of thinking. It was the very same culture
that John Wycliffe faced, only then the term was
cynicism or scepticism. The argument was that truth
cannot be known. All you have is experience. What
you experience is truth. The thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries were the age of intellectual and theological
scepticism about knowing God, along with a lost
confidence about knowing eternal truth.

Wycliffe, using all his academic brilliance, did
something quite remarkable and simple. It was this.
He said that God has spoken. He has given us his word.
He has also revealed his glory to us in the face of Jesus
Christ. He highlighted Incarnation and Inscripturation,
and with that two-edged sword he destroyed the
stranglehold of academic scepticism.

That is why Wycliffe worked to have the Bible
translated into English, that poor sinners could read
for themselves what he could read but only in Latin.
The battle is the same, the weapons are the same, let
us take heart. Let us not be intimidated.

Is it not striking in Daniel’s prophecy that the tyrant
who was to persecute the Jews and desecrate their
temple “cast down the truth to the ground” (8:12)?
That has always been the issue.

This focus on the glory of God has implications.
Our Shorter Catechism says, “Man’s chief end is to
glorify God, and to enjoy him forever” (Q.1). Therefore,
worship ought to be our highest priority in all of life.
Across our denomination, in every congregation, and
in the life of every communicant member, the priority
must be worship. This (in turn) tells us that the Lord’s
Day is crucial and gathering for public worship goes
along with it.
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If we face a challenge today it is simply this: public
worship no longer has the priority. In place of public
worship have come work, health, career and a hundred
other things. Why has this happened?

[ suggest the reason is our loss of focus - the glory
of the Redeemer and his return. This focus is echoed
throughout Scripture. Consider as proof the words in
1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
Colossians 3:17 says the same thing in slightly different
words: “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and
the Father by him.”

The whole life of the Christian should not only echo
that but be reflected in the crescendo of worship. This
in turn means that the ministry of God’s Word belongs
at the heart of the work the Holy Spirit is doing in the
Church. And this in turn means that elders and deacons
play their part in all of this.

I[s there anything more wonderful, exhilarating
and encouraging than to waken up every day with the
realisation that you are part of such a grand plan? Is
this not the engine that must drive our denomination?
The glory and honour of the Redeemer as the Head
of the Church, and the Church as the instrument that
bears witness to him.

On 8th August 1556, John Knox wrote a letter from
France to his sister in Edinburgh. Having referred to
the difficulties in his native land, he said: “I grant, that
none of these dangers which are before expressed, are
any sufficient cause or excuse, why that I should not
hazard all for the manifestation of Christ’s glory”.

The question then is this. What shall guide us,
keep us and energise us? It must be that foundational
principle of Soli Deo gloria, for the glory of God alone.

E.B. Ramsay, in his biographical note on Thomas
Chalmers, stated: “his fervency of spirit, his sensibility,
his energy, were all exercised and called forth in one

great magnificent cause - promoting the glory of God
and the welfare of mankind.”

Glory is a difficult concept to grasp. The Old
Testament word for glory is ‘kavod’ It is related to
a verb meaning ‘to be heavy’ Glory belongs to that
which is weighty, conveying the idea of importance,
significance, and preeminence. Itis no surprise that the
psalms emphasise this aspect of God’s glory: “Lift up
your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting
doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this
King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory”
(Ps. 24:7,10). True worshippers are called to “declare
his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all
people” (Ps. 96:3).

“We look at the size
of our congregations
and pray for
increase.”

2. Why it needs Re-emphasising
There are five reasons:

First, because of the danger of distraction. How
exciting is politics. We look across the pond and think,
we could do with a few Trump-like people over here.
But politicians cannot save us. Rather they will tax
you to poverty and then offer you a benefit paid for by
others, and numerous other nefarious tactics. The NHS
cannot save you. Only Christ can save a poor sinner. Let
us not rob Christ of that glory.

Second, because of the danger of despair. We look
at the size of our congregations and pray for increase.
The Lord has sent a little. After a while discouragement
turns to complacency and complacency becomes
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despair. The glory of the coming Saviour must remain
the focus. Keep your eye on that destination.

Third, because of the temptation to worldliness.
In order to survive, some lower the standards to
maintain the numbers. Others pretend that they
know the answer: how many claim that the future
of the Church is the youth, the young marrieds, the
families, and so on. May I gently say, It is not. This is
pragmatism. The future of the Church is Jesus Christ.
That is not a cliché; it is fundamental to who we are
and what we are. The candle burns, not for us but for
the glory of the Redeemer. Who is at the centre of the
Church? Christ. That is the message John gives you
in Revelation Chapter 1, which is then worked out in
chapters 2 & 3.

“There is NO
place for that in
any reformed
confession.”

Fourth, because of the attractiveness of innovation
and change. How many look at the seemingly endless
exciting programmes others are able to put on. A fun-
packed programme, of bouncy castles, hill-walking,
Christmas dinners, Easter eggs, and on it goes. But
what isn't noticed is the turnover of people. The drive
to retain has created the need to rearrange. There has
been a loss of ‘rootedness’.

When the prevailing party in the residual Free
Church were unable to affirm their historical assertion
of the Regulative Principle of Worship, they became
impotent in the face of demands for change. And
the speed of change and the nature of that change is
astonishing.

Fifth, because it is easy to rob God of his glory. It is
surprisingly easy to shift the focus from God to man.
Who is at the centre? How many look at Joseph and
the resisting of temptation (Gen. 39:12). That appears
to make it relevant. A human-interest story, and a
great chapter for youth rallies - how to resist sexual
temptation. Wonderful, everyone says. But the real
centre is God. There is a repeated phrase: “the Lord was
with” Joseph (vv.2,3,21,23). That is the centre! Do you
see how easy it is to rob God of his glory and shift to a
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purely man-centred view? As one writer says, Joseph
escaped the clutches of Potiphar’s wife, but many
preachers have not.

3.ItsImplications for us both Now and in the Future
In Titus Chapter 2, Paul directs Titus concerning sound
doctrine (v.1), sound faith (v.2), uncorruptness in
doctrine (v.7), sound speech (v.8), and finally, adorning
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things (v.10). He
does this in the light of Christ’s second coming. This
focus has two implications:

i. It is the goal for our divinity students. It is what
our Seminary strives to ensure, so that when students
come to be licensed, their presbyteries may be
confident they are holding to the old paths.

ii. It is the goal for ministers and elders who sign a
formula which commits them to the rejection of and
resistance to Popish, Arian, Socinian, Arminian, and
Erastian errors. They are worth looking at:

Popery. Let what our Confession of Faith states be
reiterated, namely that the pope is “that man of sin,
and son of perdition” (25:6) foretold in Scripture (2
Thess. 2:4). Within the visible church there are those
who will say that the pope is an antichrist but not
THE Antichrist. This is because they have adopted a
dispensational interpretation of Scripture. There is NO
place for that in any reformed confession.

Arianism. This also detracts from the glory of Christ.
Arianism reduces Christ to the level of a creature. That
is the view of various cults and of Islam itself. 1700
years ago, the Nicene creed asserted the glory of the
Redeemer. Nicaea said:

“I believe in..one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all
worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father..Who, for us men and for our salvation,
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living
and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.”

Here is the glory and honour of the Redeemer as
God and man. The Nicene creed has that phrase, “for us
men and for our salvation”; that is why it matters. Later,
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when the prevailing party across North Africa was
unable to affirm what had previously been confessed,
the Church became impotent. Islam conquered rapidly
and easily across North Africa because much of the
Church had embraced Arianism.

Socinianism. This too detracts from the glory of
God by claiming that he does not know the future.
His knowledge is said to limited. The modern term
for Socinianism is ‘Open Theism’ Jonathan Edwards
tackled this nonsense in his treatise on the Freedom of
the Will, asserting the infinite, eternal and unchanging
knowledge of God.

Arminianism. The reason John Owen wrote The Death
of Death in the Death of Christ was because Arminianism
robbed the Redeemer of His glory by shifting the
centre of salvation from God to man. Rutherford said
of Arminianism that it “spoils the Almighty of all grace,
compassion, mercy, and power to save”.

Erastianism. Who governs the Church? What
system of government shall the Church have? Against
the Episcopalians and Independents, the Reformed
position was government by elders. It was the singular
triumph of Andrew Melville to assert once and for
all the place of the presbytery. The Second Book of
Discipline, which the General Assembly in 1591
enjoined all to subscribe, laid the groundwork for the
triumph of 1592 and the establishment of presbytery
in Scotland. Thereafter there was to be no resiling
from that, regardless of the cost. This was a hill they
were prepared to die on, and did die on. It was no
accident that the 1690 General Assembly returned to
the position of 1592. In other words, what Rutherford
called the “due right of presbytery”.

4. Consider the wider Implications of this Truth for
the whole Church
Here are two implications:
i. Why do we believe in mission?
One answer is Psalm 67. The metrical version
begins:
“Lord, bless and pity us,
shine on us with thy face:
That th’ earth thy way, and nations all
may know thy saving grace.
Let people praise thee, Lord;
let people all thee praise.
O let the nations be glad,
in songs their voices raise:”

The 1825 General Assembly expressed concern for
the reformation of religion in the Highlands and Islands
of Scotland. King George IV gave £2,000 towards this
work. That says a lot regarding the difference between
those times and ours.

“What was his
crime? Translating
the Bible into English.
Asserting Scripture
above the pope.
Rejecting the mass.”

ii. Why do we believe the Bible is God’s word?

When Jonathan Edwards went to Stockbridge to
minister amongst the native Indians, he was confronted
with a crucial problem. How was he to convince these
people thatthe Bible is the word of God? Our Confession
refers to its “incomparable excellencies”, such as “the
heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine,
the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts”
(1:5), but Edwards saw that these people did not know
or understand any of that. They could not even read or
write. But then his eye fell on the next ‘excellency’ of
the Bible: “the scope of the whole (which is to give all
glory to God)”. That was the answer. Show the Indians
God’s glory!

Five hundred years ago, in 1525, Tyndale’s New
Testament came off the printing press. For this
Tyndale paid a heavy price, being strangled and burnt
to death in 1536. It was the Bible and preaching that
transformed Europe, England and Scotland. The world
has never been the same.

A hundred years before Tyndale, a group of men
with shovels entered a cemetery and dug up a coffin,
which was then burnt and the ashes scattered. The
offender was John Wycliffe. What was his crime?
Translating the Bible into English. Asserting Scripture
above the pope. Rejecting the mass. Denouncing lazy
and ignorant clerics.

Why did he do it? He tells us. He did it all for the
glory of Christ.

Let us retain that focus. M
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LOYAL & DUTIFUL ADDRESS

O THE KING’'S MOST EXCELLENT
MAJESTY.

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this
20th day of May 2025, humbly desire to express to Your
Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person
and throne. As the Word of God would instruct us, we
take pleasure in continuing to remember Your Majesty
in our public and private prayers. We appreciate the
enormous burden that is placed upon Your Majesty as
King of Great Britain & Northern Ireland and as Head
of the Commonwealth. We also pray regularly for the
peace and prosperity of our nation so that the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ may be freely proclaimed.

We continue to remember Your Majesty in prayer for
Your ongoing recovery. We rejoice that HRH the Duchess
of Rothesay has likewise been restored to a measure of
health and strength. We commit her and HRH the Duke
of Rothesay and their family to the Lord on regular
occasions. In these things the Lord Jehovah, the only
true and living God, reminds us all of our mortality.

As Your Majesty is looked to for example and
precedent, we were saddened at the entertaining of
Islam in Windsor Castle, and remind Your Majesty
of the Crown Rights of the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who alone is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
We are also concerned at the erosion of Christian
principles in general as well as in practice, across civil
government and the consequences of that for society.
The foundations of our nation were built on Christian
values and principles and it was through the influence
of the Gospel that it achieved its greatness. The rise of
secularism and the promotion of false religion have
been deleterious to our society.

We would also encourage Your Majesty to continue
valuing the importance of the Union of our Four
nations of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. The fracturing of the Union is surely reflective
of the ongoing fragmentation of society and lack
of integration and assimilation by all who come to
reside within our borders as well as the general loss
of adherence to foundational principles. The centre
cannot hold if we continue to shed our historic
Christian principles which were set out in the Solemn
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League and Covenant of 1643 and were enshrined
in the later union documents of 1707. We remind
Your Majesty of the importance of the Establishment
Principle by which the reformed Christian faith and
Presbyterianism was established in Scotland. We
pray that Your Majesty will strive to uphold this
establishment against those who would seek to tear it
down and undermine the Kingdom.

The Word of God, contained in the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament alone, teach us that those
who honour the Lord, them He will honour, and those
who despise Him shall be lightly esteemed (1 Samuel
2:30). Sadly, a lack of honour being given to the Lord
is evidenced by a blatant disregard for many of the
ten commandments. No nation can prosper with such
disobedience. The result is dysfunctional family life,
general lawlessness across society, and a disregard for
the sanctity of life, whether of the unborn or the aged,
infirm and terminally ill. Such things reflect the demise
of gospel truth and the absence of a moral compass
based upon the Scriptures. We would therefore urge
Your Majesty to raise awareness of this general collapse
in our nation and call for a return to Gospel Truth and
Practice.

Wewouldrespectfully draw Your Majesty’s attention
to the alarming tendency for public authorities to
interfere with Christian street preachers, a further
evidence of the marginalisation of Christianity. We
would urge Your Majesty to speak out in support of
the Christian faith which Your Majesty swore at the
coronation to uphold. We remember with fondness
the steadfast promotion of Christianity by the late
Queen Elizabeth and pray that Your Majesty will be
encouraged to follow in Her steps.

We appreciate the recent Supreme Court decision
that rightly stated sex is binary based upon biology.
This is a welcome acknowledgment of creational and
therefore biological reality, in a day of confusion.

Our late Sovereign, Queen Victoria, when presenting
a Bible in the Audience Chamber at Windsor, wisely
remarked that such was ‘the secret of England’s
greatness’. What She knew, we would impress upon
Your Majesty. May the blessing of God rest upon Your
Majesty and all members of the Royal Family and may
Your Majesty and the Royal Household ‘give diligence
to make your calling and election sure’ (2 Peter 1:10).

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the
Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in General Assembly convened. [
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of Scotland (Continuing) convened on Monday

evening, May 19th, in Glasgow, within the
premises of the Partick congregation. There were
many happy greetings as brethren rejoiced to find
themselves going up together to the house of the Lord.
The Lord favoured us with warm and sunny weather
throughout the week, encouraging many to take
their fellowship during the break times outside into
the church grounds. At the same time, concerns over
water scarcity due to Scotland’s long dry spell were a
reminder of the Lord’s threat to turn heaven into brass
and the earth into iron for the nation that forsakes him
(Deut. 28:23). We should praise God that he used the
Assembly to testify against national sins in a timely
way.

The 2025 General Assembly of the Free Church

Monday, May 19th, evening - 1st Sederunt

The Assembly’s first action was to worship the
Triune God with the singing of Psalm 34:1-9. Thus,
we renewed our vow to praise God, beginning with
these words: “God will I bless all times; his praise
my mouth shall still express. My soul shall boast in
God: the meek shall hear with joyfulness.” Thereafter
the retiring Moderator, Rev. Andrew Allan (Partick),
preached a sermon from James 3:1, “My brethren, be
not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation.” His choice of Psalm 39:1-5 as
the singing following his sermon served to shed the
light of Scripture on the way that a man who is called
to the ministry at first tries to restrain himself from
speaking, but then finds that he must speak. [The
sermon is included in this issue]

Thereafter Mr Allan constituted the General
Assembly with prayer to God in the name of Christ,
the only King and Head of the church. The Assembly
proceeded to elect Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland (Ballyclare
& Doagh) as its new Moderator. As is customary,
the Principal Clerk of the Assembly, along with Rew.
William Macleod (rtd), as the most senior previous
Moderator present, went out of the room to inform Mr
Kirkland of his election. Mr Kirkland agreed to serve
as Moderator. God was pleased to answer our prayer
that he would grant assistance to the Moderator in
his duties throughout the Assembly. Only a few items
of business remained that evening, most notably
appointing the usual committees to prepare matters
that were to come before the Assembly.

Thereafter the Assembly adjourned, and Assembly
commissioners and members of the public assembled
in the church hall for the Moderator’s reception.
This was to be our first taste of the kind Christian
hospitality afforded by the Partick congregation,
together with friends from other congregations. The
walls of the church hall resounded as we exhorted one
another to trust our God, with the singing of Psalm
37:3-8. Mr Kirkland asked Messrs Andrew Allan, Harry
Woods, Thomas Buchanan, and John Gillies to make a
few remarks suited to the occasion. These ranged from
brotherly teasing to serious and heartfelt appreciation
for Mr Kirkland, who closed the evening with some
spiritually savoury remarks of his own.

Tuesday, May 20th, morning - 2nd Sederunt

On Tuesday at 9:30am, the Assembly reconvened to
sit under the Moderator’s Address from Titus 2:11-
15, on the theme of ‘Staying Focused’. This hearer was
impressed under the Word with the truth that our
future is a person, the Lord Jesus Christ. Our glorious
Saviour is coming, and his hand is on the handle of
the door. Therefore, let us spend and be spent for his
cause. [The address is included in this issue]

The Assembly then organised its business. The
Assembly agreed to take up several petitions and
overtures, along with one dissent and complaint. The
Assembly then agreed upon its agenda.

The first main item of business to be taken up was
the Loyal & Dutiful Address to the King. A draft was
read out by Mr Kirkland while the Assembly stood.
This gained the approbation of the Assembly without
discussion, other than the correction of the Address’s
date. The King’s choice of Lord High Commissioner to
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland this
year was a grievous matter that would be taken up
later in the Assembly. Although that representative
was not present in our denomination’s Assembly, it is
right that the Church should send forth her voice to the
King in the believing expectation of the day when “All
the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord, when
they hear the words of thy mouth” (Ps. 138:4). [The
address is included in this issue]

The Assembly then heard the report of the
Ecumenical Relations Committee, which was given in
by Rev. William Macleod, Convener. This committee
helps the Church maintain relations with a variety
of other associations and denominations. Over the
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past year, we were able to send representatives to
meetings of the European Conference of Reformed
Churches, the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Ireland, the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in
Nederland, the Gereformeerde Gemeenten, and the
Presbyterian Reformed Church. The annual School in
Theology also serves as a point of contact with men
from other denominations. May the Lord use these
contacts to promote the reformation and visible unity
of his one church. The Committee’s written report
noted the encouraging development that several of the
Presbyterian denominations of Australia seem to be
moving closer together. As noted in the Committee’s
report, “There is one Church of Jesus Christ, ‘purchased
with his own blood’ (Acts 20:28)".

The FC(C) is a member of an association called
Affinity, and the Ecumenical Relations Committee’s
written report drew attention to a recent article by Rev.
Stephen Steele in Foundations, Affinity’s journal, that
named several ministers and one presbytery of our
denomination, suggesting that some individual may
wish to provide a response. Rev. Thomas Buchanan
(Brora) moved an amendment, which eventually
carried. The result was that the Committee are
instructed by the Assembly to communicate to Affinity
its “grave disappointment” with the publication of
the article, “especially its divisive nature not being
conducive to ‘Spiritual Brotherhood””

After a lunch break, during which the Assembly was
treated to a variety of home-made soups, the Assembly
reconvened to hear several letters of greeting from
other churches read out.

The Assembly next heard a report from the Finance
& Sustentation Committee, which was given in by
Rev. James Gracie (Edinburgh). During the report,
the Assembly also heard from Mr Murray Mackay, the
General Treasurer. He drew attention to how well the
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Lord has provided for us. He emphasised the word
“thankfulness”, and quoted Metrical Psalm 92:1, “To
render thanks unto the Lord it is a comely thing”
The stipend for ministers has been increased, but
still appears to be below the level of what is provided
by other denominations and has not kept up with
inflation. Several others spoke during the Committee’s
report. One speaker emphasised the need for “prayer,
humiliation, and work for the Lord”. Another urged that
we need to grow as a Church where the population is.

Rev. Stephen Steele was then presented to the
Moderator and Assembly, in order to bring fraternal
greetings on behalf of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. Mr Steele ministers in Stranraer,
where Rev. William Symington ministered in a previous
day. He reported that his denomination has restarted
worship services in one location. He also referred
to his recent articles in Foundations, the journal of
Affinity, and stated that he is trying to advance the
discussion between our denominations regarding
Bible translations. The Moderator presented him with
a gift, as he did the subsequent delegates.

Dr Andrew Naylor (Harris) then reported on behalf
of the General Trustees, of which he is Chairman.
He expressed thankfulness for the faithful service
of Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Kiltearn) as a trustee. Mr
MacCallum has reached the statutory retirement
age for a trustee, which is 80 years old. Mr Alastair
Manderson (Knightswood) was then elected to serve
as a trustee. In a small but real way, God was fulfilling
the promise of Psalm 45:16, “Instead of thy fathers
shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes
in all the earth.”

The Assembly then took up the report of the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee,
which was given in by Mr Calum Macleod (Knock &
Point), Convener. At this time, the Assembly took up
Part B of the Committee’s recommendations, the chief
point of which was to the effect that “The General
Assembly, desirous that the General Assembly be held

v
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in Edinburgh but conscious of the present practical
difficulties, principally the lack of manpower, further
appoint the General Assembly to meet in Glasgow
for the foreseeable future” The Committee also
recommended that the Assembly reassess the location
of the General Assembly every five years, with the next
reassessment to be brought to the General Assembly in
2030. These recommendations prompted discussion,
some of which had to do with what had been done to
explore whether there was a feasible meeting location
in Edinburgh.

Rev. Harry Woods (rtd) and Rev. James Gracie each
moved an amendment, both being seconded, but in
the end the Committee’s original recommendation
carried. Mr Gracie had moved, among other things,
the erection of a committee of six to investigate a
possible future meeting location in Edinburgh. He
felt strongly that the General Assembly meeting in
Edinburgh is an important symbolic representation
of the establishment principle. When his amendment
failed, he exercised his right to have his dissent from
the Assembly’s finding, together with his reasons,
recorded in the minute. Recording one’s dissent from
the decision of a church court of which one is a member
is a lawful option for protecting one’s conscience. With
mutual forbearance we are walking together toward
an assembly above where there will be a very great
variety of saints, but no more disagreements.

There followed a time in which the Assembly
took up a series of petitions. In response to the first
petition, the Assembly appointed general assessors to
the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon. The Presbytery
are grateful for the previous service of assessors, and
it is encouraging to note that, in addition to the two
ministers in active service, there are five ruling elders
within the bounds of the Presbytery. May the Lord
bless the Presbytery with growth, to the point where
it will no longer need assessors, and bless the labours
of these assessors in the meantime. In response to
the second petition, the Assembly appointed three

men as special assessors to the Northern Presbytery,
to help the Presbytery in its care for the Tarbat
congregation by serving on the session thereof. May
the Lord bless the labours of these men in providing
shepherding care under the great Shepherd. The
crave of the third petition was also granted, and thus
the congregations of Kiltearn and of Kilmorack &
Strathglass were united into one congregation, to be
known for the time being as Kilmorack, Strathglass &
Kiltearn. The fourth petition sought the consolidation
of the congregation of Bracadale & Duirinish with that
of Kilmuir & Stenscholl, which was also granted. The
petitioners hope that a minister can now be settled to
serve both congregations. There will continue to be
two Kirk Sessions and two Deacons’ Courts. May the
Lord provide in these cases of congregational union
and of congregational linkage what he promises in his
Word: “Two are better than one; because they have a
good reward for their labour...a threefold cord is not
quickly broken” (Ecc. 4:9,12).

The three remaining petitions came from the
Presbytery of the USA. The Presbytery erected a
preaching station in Nobleford, Alberta, in Canada,
in 2023, and the next petition to come before the
Assembly sought that Nobleford be raised to a fully
sanctioned charge. The petition was granted, which
means that the congregation are now eligible to call
their own minister. We praise the Lord for the 100
souls who are gathering there for Sabbath public
worship, many of whom come from a hyper-Calvinistic
context where they were saddled with ecclesiastical
traditions and deprived of a freely offered Christ. May
the congregation receive grace to wait upon God for
a pastor, looking up to the hand of Christ, who holds
in his right hand the seven stars or “angels” (Rev.
1:16,20).

The Presbytery also see the need to send a minister
to labour in the Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, preaching
station. Their petition sought authorisation to
appoint a Church Planter/Evangelist to work with

Rev. Timothy McGlynn

21



GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2025 / GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT

special reference to the Presbytery’s missionary
labours in Latin America and to be granted a seat
on the Presbytery. This was granted. The present
writer is the one whom the Presbytery has in mind
to appoint to this work, and he beseeches you to pray
for him in accordance with Romans 15:30-32 and 2
Thessalonians 3:1-2. In response to the final petition,
the Assembly granted that the congregation in North
Carolina formerly called Mebane be now called the
Burlington congregation. We should praise the Lord
for his provision of a building for the congregation,
which is the happy providence that occasioned their
move from Mebane to the nearby town of Burlington.

The Assembly enjoyed a break for dinner, which was
provided through outside caterers. Through this
means, the same Jehovah who fed his people in the
wilderness was pleased to feed us. Upon reconvening,
the Assembly sang from Psalm 90, “A prayer of Moses”,
who witnessed God’s provision in the wilderness:
“Lord, thou hastbeen our dwelling-place in generations
all” The Moderator then read Habakkuk 3:12-19,
a passage that recalls God’s manifestations of his
dreadful majesty in the past and expresses our hope
in him for all future times, including times of scarcity.
Rev. Timothy McGlynn (Aberdeen) then addressed

L-R: Katie Bell (Duthil-Dores); &
Hannah Keddie (Duthil-Dores)
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the Assembly as the Convener of the Welfare of Youth
& Education Committee, noting that we should take
responsibility to do all that we can for the spiritual
prosperity of the rising generation. Several speakers
during this Committee’s report drew attention to how
helpful and well-attended the youth camps have been.
It was also an encouragement to note that over 40
children have successfully recited major portions of
the Shorter Catechism since the last Assembly, many
from the Presbytery of the USA. One speaker during
this report urged that, in addition to supporting
Christian education in the home and through Christian
schools, ministers should try and positively influence
the State education system.

The Moderator appeared to greatly enjoy the
responsibility that then fell to him, namely presenting
awards to the prizewinners from the Bible Class
and Sabbath School exams. His warm and friendly
remarks communicated the denomination’s love for,
interest in, and care of its covenant youth. Katie Bell
and Hannah Keddie (both from the Duthil-Dores
congregation) were joint prizewinners for the Bible
Class Grade, and Mary Beth MacDonald (Stornoway)
was the prizewinner for the Sabbath School Grade. We
praise the Lord for their diligence, and pray that these
daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace.
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Two delegates were then presented to the
Moderator and invited to address the Assembly.
The first was Rev. Isaac Gajendran of the Associated
Presbyterian Churches, who reminded us that the
sovereign God is continuing his work. Mr Gajendran
is on the faculty of a Reformed seminary in Dehradun,
India, where he hopes to return. He has done a PhD
tracing the influence of the regrettably liberal theology
of Free Church missionary William Miller in South
India. He sees the need for a revival of Psalm-singing
in the Indian church. May the Lord be pleased to use
Mr Gajendran, whether in the Highlands of Scotland or
at the foothills of the Himalayas.

The Assembly then heard from Mr Jonathan Arnold
inhis capacityasthe General Secretary ofthe Trinitarian
Bible Society. He highlighted what the Society is doing
to mark the 500th anniversary of the death of William
Tyndale, whose faithful and courageous labours did
so much to bring the precious Word of God into the
English language. The Society continues to labour in
the spirit of Tyndale, and presently has translation
projects in 40 languages. We praise the Lord that the
Society labours in the shared conviction that, in the
beautiful words of the Westminster Confession of Faith,
“The Old Testamentin Hebrew...and the New Testament

in Greek..being immediately inspired by God, and by
his singular care and providence kept pure in all ages...
are to be translated into the vulgar language of every
nation unto which they come, that the word of God
dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship him in an
acceptable manner, and, through patience and comfort
of the scriptures, may have hope” (1:8).

There followed the report of the Publications
Committee, which was given in by Rev. Harry Woods,
Convener. The Committee is working on various
publications, though the Convener noted that our men
are overworked. One speaker noted that men within the
denomination have published works independently of
the Publications Committee,and urged the editors ofthe
denominational magazine to solicit articles personally
from a variety of ministers. During the report, it was
noted that Rev. James Maclnnes (Lochalsh & Strath)
is resigning as an assistant editor of the Free Church
Witness. Appreciation was expressed for his work, and
we are thankful that he continues as the editor of the
Explorer. May the Lord give our men strength to labour
in writing and editing, giving us a ready writer’s pen to
speak of the things we have made touching the King.

Rev. Calum Smith (Knightswood) then addressed
the Assembly as the Convener of the special Committee
on Psalmody. He emphasised the importance of singing
all the Psalms, and reminded us that Christ is there in
all of them.

The Assembly came to an order of the day, and
worshipped God with the reading of Revelation 1:10
and following, and the singing of Psalm 122. Rev.
Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) then addressed the
Assembly and members of the public regarding the
events of 2000. Mr Macleod said that it was not easy for
him to do so, and this was true. The address provided
edification without a hint of self-congratulation. After
the address, Rev. William Macleod led us in looking up
to the throne of God in prayer, and the Assembly sang
Psalm 46:1-6. With this, the public events of a full day
drew to a close. [The address is included in this issue]

Rev. Harry Woods

el
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A new day, which was to be the final day of the
Assembly’s business, began with a time of devotional
exercises. Psalm-singing and Scripture reading were
interspersed with several seasons of prayer. In the first
season of prayer, the Moderator called on Rev.lain Smith
(rtd) and Mr John Gillies (Partick) to lead in prayers
of thanksgiving to God. The second season of prayer
was focused on confession of sin, and Rev. Raymond
Kemp (Scalpay) and Mr Nick Schoeneberger (Dallas)
were called upon. The third season of prayer, led by Mr
David Norris (Edinburgh) and Mr Fabien Garat (Pau),
sought the Lord for the advance of the gospel. In the
final season, led by Rev. James Maclnnes (Lochalsh &
Strath) and Mr Alastair Manderson (Knightswood),
we prayed for God’s blessing on the education of our
children. Finally, the Moderator prayed to constitute
once again the General Assembly.

After the reading and approval of the previous
day’s minute, Rev. Trevor Kirkland, Convener, gave
the report of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee. He told the Assembly that Providence
cuts across all the plans of wicked men and urged us
to keep preaching Biblical truth as the answer to all
of today’s problems. One speaker during this report
was concerned that the Church provide a testimony
regarding the possible abuses of so-called ‘Do Not
Resuscitate’ orders. Another speaker noted that
several men within the Church have been laid aside
from the ministry and asked whether the Lord may
have a controversy with us and whether we should
consider having a day of humiliation and prayer? May
the Lord maintain us as a candlestick shining into the
present darkness.

The next item taken up by the Assembly also
concerned public events. It was an overture from
members of the house regarding the Lord High
Commissioner. This year the King appointed a
Roman Catholic as his representative at the General
Assemblies of the Church of Scotland and the Free
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Church of Scotland. The overture pointed out the
warnings of Scripture against the papacy and Church
of Rome and the unconstitutional nature of this
appointment. The Assembly adopted the overture
and set in motion means to communicate the General
Assembly’s opposition to this public defection from
truth, both to the civil magistrate and to the churches
that were apparently prepared to welcome the King’s
appointee without protest. It is a comfort to know that
the Church has raised her voice on this matter, because
the spirit of Christ’s mouth is the means by which the
Man of Sin will be destroyed (2 Thess. 2:8).

The Assembly then heard from two delegates. The
first was Rev. lain Wright, representing the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. He read in our hearing Psalm
102:1,2, “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come
unto thee. Hide not thy face from me in the day when
[ am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day
when I call answer me speedily.” He spoke of his desire
that God might pour out his Spirit to change not only
the laws of nations but also the hearts of men, and
assured the Assembly that “we stand at your elbow
at the throne of grace” He said that the OPC has
established a Committee on Abuse and has resources
through its Committee to Care for Ministers that could
be shared with ourselves. Foreign missions work in the
OPC continues, particularly through the work of mobile
theological training. Yet there is a dearth of young men
seeking the ministry in general and regarding foreign
missions in particular. There is a shortage of young
men standing up and saying, “Here am I, send me. [ will
give life and limb for the Saviour who gave himself for
me.”

Mr Allan McCulloch spoke on behalf of the Scottish
Reformation Society. The Society are able to use their
premises in the Magdalen Chapel in Edinburgh as
a contact point to introduce visitors to the history
of the Reformation in Scotland. The Society have
also advocated for the honourable preservation of
the Covenanters’ Memorial at the Grassmarket in

Rev. lain Wright
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Edinburgh. May the Lord indeed make his wonderful
works to be remembered (Ps. 111:4).

The Assembly then took up a dissent and complaint
against a finding of the Free Presbytery of the United
States of America. The parties were called to the bar.
The complainant did not ‘compear’ (i.e. appear), and
hence the dissent and complaint was deemed to be
fallen from.

The Assembly then heard from three further
delegates. Mr Jonathan Winch represented the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England and
Wales. He reported that some congregations have
left the denomination over a difficult discipline case.
Meanwhile, the denomination is encouraged to see
the growth of Westminster Seminary UK, of which Mr
Donald John MacLean has been appointed President.
Mr Philip Lievesley represented the Church of England
(Continuing) and read a letter of greetings which
noted that the Pope is the Man of Sin, that zeal for the
ministry is lacking, and that there has been an erosion
of our Protestant heritage. Rev. Robert Beckett spoke
on behalf of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of
Ireland, noting the 100-year relationship between
his denomination and our own. This denomination of
nine congregations is facing a shortage of ministers.
Meanwhile, they have been able to exert a positive
influence through their Evangelical Bookshop in
Belfast, including influencing the Presbyterian Church
of Ireland. The testimony of multiple delegates from
multiple nations regarding a dearth of young men
zealous to serve the King in the gospel ministry is
surely a renewed providential call from God to us. We
see that the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are
few, and we are to fulfil our duty of praying the Lord of
the harvest to send forth labourers.

The Assembly then heard the report of the Training
of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, which was

given in by Rev. David Blunt (North Uist & Grimsay),
Convener. Mr Blunt spoke of the importance of the
ministry and of the great need for fervent prayer for
a blessing on the ministry and for more ministers.
In the report, attention was drawn to a possible new
source for funding for students for the ministry,
namely the Bonar Trust. A successful addendum to the
report encouraged attendance at the annual School in
Theology. This Assembly marked the retirement of Rev.
Harry Woods after his 18 years of teaching Apologetics
& Pastoral Theology. The Assembly expressed its
thanks to him, and for his own part he testified that
“these eighteen years have been blessed years”. The
Assembly also expressed its thanks to Mrs Woods,
noting her labour of love in the hospitality extended to
the students in Beauly. The Assembly then proceeded
to elect Rev. Timothy McGlynn to lecture in Pastoral
Apologetics & Pastoral Theology, and Rev. James Gracie
then led in prayer for a blessing upon his labours.

Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross) then presented the
report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee.
He said that one major task the Committee has been
engaged in has been the revision of the safeguarding
policy, but noted that safeguarding is nota replacement
for pastoring. The Committee also presented their
findings regarding procedures for congregations
wishing to call a pastor from outwith Scotland, but
noted that it appears the Committee’s findings are
about to be overtaken by a change in the law.

The Assembly then met in private to take up a
supplementary report from the General Trustees.
The discussion was private, but the result was that
the Assembly commended the Trustees and their
Chairman for their handling of the matter discussed.
“He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and
whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he” (Prov. 16:20).
Wednesday, May 21st, evening - 5th Sederunt
The Assembly reconvened after a dinner break, and
engaged in worshipping God through the singing
of Psalm 133, the reading of Genesis 45:21-28, and
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prayer led by the Moderator. Thereafter, the Moderator
expressed the thanks of the Assembly to the catering
staff who served the dinners, and gave each of them
a gift of Christian literature commending the Saviour
Jesus Christ.

There followed the report of the Committee on Home
& Foreign Missions, given in by Rev. Kenneth Macdonald
(rtd), Convener. Mr Macdonald said that it was good
to hear foreign tongues being spoken at the Assembly,
which is an indication of the fields abroad that the Lord
is opening to us. However, the first priority is at home
in beloved Scotland. Several speakers gave updates
regarding the work of the Lord in the advance of the
gospel. Rev. Brent Evans spoke regarding the work in
North America. Rev. William Macleod spoke regarding
the spiritual hunger he experienced among the people
during his recent season of ministry in Nobleford,
Alberta. Rev. Timothy McGlynn and Rev. James Maclnnes
spoke regarding the advancing work of the Lord in Sri
Lanka. Rev. Greg MacDonald spoke of how good it would
be to see our own denomination doing something
directly to bring the gospel “first to the Jew”.

The Assembly then heard from several missionary
delegates, the first of whom was Rev. Hugues Pierre
(Pau), who brought greetings from his congregation in
France. There is reason to praise the Lord for growth
in the work in Pau, with six new communicants and
spiritual growth amongst the believers. There are
two Sabbath services, a midweek service, and four
communion seasons in the year. There is amission work

Rev. Hugues Pierre

in Anglet, and an effort on the part of the congregation
to erect a Christian school. Rev. Pierre reminded the
Assembly that the day of small things has its own glory.

Mr Asaf Pelled from the International Mission to
Jewish People also addressed the Assembly. Mr Pelled
is himself a converted Jew and has been ordained to
preach by a Reformed Baptist church. This in itself
should remind us to keep praying for the conversion
of the Jews, because the Lord is hearing and answering
our prayers. Mr Pelled told of his evangelistic efforts
on the streets of Amsterdam and Antwerp. It was a joy
to hear him telling of occasions where he shows Isaiah
53 to Jews. Most Jews are unfamiliar with the passage.
Mr Pelled stressed that we need the Spirit to convince
them of sin.

Rev. Jorge Ruiz (Rubi) reported next, bringing
greetings from his congregation in Spain. He spoke of
the Church’s desire to advance in the Iberian Peninsula
and to contribute to the fall of Antichrist, but stressed
that this must be by the Spirit. There have been two
professions of faith in the congregation recently.
Meanwhile, the preaching station in Valencia is
knowing more blessing. There is also a small group in
Zaragoza that desires to be accepted into membership.
Mr Ruiz noted the publication of the Westminster
Confession of Faith in Spanish and said that they also
plan to publish the Shorter Catechism soon.

Rev. Shanmugam Partheepan, our missionary in Sri
Lanka, then addressed the Assembly. He highlighted
the work of the Melville Theological Institute, which
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has ten full-time and three part-time students. The
Institute is not granting degrees, but desires to produce
faithful preachers. FC(C) ministers are providing video
lectures, which Partheepan laboriously translates.
Meanwhile, the Lord’s work continues at the new
Kilinochchi mission, and groups in three other places
in Sri Lanka are contacting Partheepan to ask “when
will you begin work here?”

The final missionary delegate to address the
Assembly was Rev. Victor Atallah, of the Middle East
Reformed Fellowship (MERF). MERF has training
centres in Indonesia, the Indian subcontinent, Iran,
and Kenya. The great need that they perceive in these
places is for Biblical training.

This refreshing time of hearing about the Lord’s
work amongst the nations was concluded with a
season of worship. We sang Psalm 43 from the third
verse: “0O send thy light forth and thy truth; let them be
guides to me, And bring me to thy holy hill, ev'n where
thy dwellings be.” Rev. Andrew Allan then led in prayer.

By God’s blessing, the Assembly was able to conclude
its business late on Wednesday evening, with the
remainingitemsofbusiness followingin quicksuccession.
The Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
reported, and the Committee’s recommended nominees
were elected to committee service, with the exception of
one change made on the floor of the Assembly. The report
of the Visitation of Records Committee revealed that a
few records have yet to be submitted, but for the most
part there is reason to praise God for accurately kept

Rev. Victor Atallah

records on the part of courts and committees. The report
on the Printing of the Acts of Assembly facilitated the
publishing of arecord that will, Lord willing, be a blessing
to posterity. The committee charged to prepare a minute
regarding deceased ministers and elders reported that
no minister or elder within the denomination had died
since the last Assembly, thus demonstrating the care of
our Father over those who go forth in the work of the
gospel (Matt. 10:29,30).

The Assembly appointed its Commission to meet
on the first Tuesday of October. There followed the
recording of a minute of thanks to God for bringing us
together to meet in General Assembly and of thanks to
the Moderator and many others who served in various
capacities. The Assembly appointed the next General
Assembly to meet in Glasgow on Monday, 18th May
2026, at 6pm. The Assembly then approved the last
portion of its own minute. Announcements included
the note that Committees of Assembly will meet on
June 17th, October 7th, and March 3rd. The Assembly
then concluded with the singing of Psalm 122 and the
pronouncement of the Benediction by the Moderator.

We look to the King and Head of the Church for his
blessing on what was done at the General Assembly.
“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 18:18). M

[Images in the Assembly Report are courtesy of Rev.
Andrew Allan]
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REV. MURDO A.N. MACLEOD

his is a year of anniversaries. We have been
I reminded at various points in the course of
the Assembly of the 1700th anniversary of
the Council of Nicea. For our part this year marks
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the sad division that
occurredinthe Free Church of Scotland on 20th January,
2000. [ was appointed by the Assembly Arrangements
Committee to give an address this evening to mark this
quarter-centenary.
I must confess that I was somewhat reluctant, as
[ do not find it easy to speak of these events, difficult
and distressing as they were. For me, as for others, it
would be far easier to forget and press on. However, it
is important that we take the opportunity to clarify our
position and explain why we did what we did and why
we are where we are. Division in the church is always
sad, but ‘sad’ is really a grossly inadequate description.
Division is terrible, and to be avoided if at all possible.
[t is not to be viewed lightly and therefore we must
be able to give a reason - and a good reason - for our
position. We must never give the impression that our
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separate position was taken thoughtlessly and that we
are now at a loss to explain it.

As the years pass on, we get asked from time to time
what these events were all about. What were we doing
over these months and years in the late 1990s? What
were we doing on that sad day, the 20th of January
20007 Well friends, in a word, we were defending.

“It is a matter of
historical record that
we were defending
those who had

been denied natural
justice.”

1. Defending

Defending what exactly? Well, we were defending a
number of things, and naturally, some of them were
more important than others. Some of them belong
to the category of general Christian conduct and
behaviour, while others belong under the heading
of fundamental principles. All of these things are
important, and some, in particular, are crucial. Now
it is nigh impossible to create a perfect sliding scale
of importance, but I shall try to list these things in
an ascending order which recognises that some must
have a particular priority.

It is a matter of historical record that we were
defending those who had been denied natural justice.
As Rev. lain H. Murray and the late Dr Murdoch
Murchison put it so succinctly, justice had failed in
both church and state. This is not the time to delve into
that aspect very deeply, but it was a real consideration.
The Word of God frequently reminds us of God’s
displeasure towards those in authority, whether in
church or state, who would deny justice to victims of
abuse.

Serious allegations of immorality were made
against a senior minister. Anyone can make allegations,
and it was for the Church to establish whether or not
there was a case to answer. There being a number of
separate allegations, it became increasingly clear that
there was a case to answer. Witnesses would need to be
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examined, and in the mouth of two or three witnesses
it would be established, one way or another. However,
the Free Church took an entirely different course, and
in 1995, without the General Assembly seeing any of
the evidence, it declared that the matter was closed.
The women were left without justice from the Church
- the one body in the world that should have defended
the vulnerable and let them be heard to see if there
was truth in what they said.

There the matter might have come to an end, but
then the Procurator did what the church had failed
to do, and declared that there was a case to answer.
[t is a matter of shame and embarrassment that when
the Free Church denied the opportunity for justice it
was left to the civil magistrate to take up the matter.
However, things then took a turn for the worse when
in the court proceedings the women in question (and
many who dared to support them) were maligned, not
only by the defence team but also from the Sheriff’s
bench! Justice failed in church and state.

Many in the Church felt a duty of care towards those
who had dared to give evidence. It is a very difficult
thing for anyone, and especially for young women to
do. As best we could we sought to defend them and
find a way whereby they could be helped. Sadly, the
Church and her several Courts showed little interest in
doing so. Now, terrible as these things were, they were
not, by themselves, grounds for the later division, but it
was part of what we were about. We were attempting
to defend those who had few to defend them. It wasn’t
heroic or extraordinary, it was simply basic Christian
care and concern.

Secondly, we were defending the good name of
office-bearers within the Church who throughout
this protracted process had been miscalled, some
repeatedly so, in print and other media, without
having any opportunity to defend their names or
reputations. That was no small matter: the good name
of the members and officers of the Church is crucial for
the defence and advance of the Gospel. During these
trying times good people were slandered as rebels
and troublemakers, evil men, liars and conspirators
(and I am not generalising or exaggerating). They
were deprived of the office they had held without any
stain (in some cases for decades) and even of church
privileges. A lifetime of faithful Christian witness
unfairly stained is not something that is to be viewed
as of little importance. That is why, for instance, the
late Rev. Angus Smith wanted to be libelled by the
church courts, in order to be able to clear his name and
lift the cloud which the Court proceedings of 1995 and
subsequent events had left hanging over him. Some
of the events of these years were attempts, usually
unsuccessful, to defend the good character of believers.

Again, this is something that should be uncontroversial
and natural, but sadly it was neither.

“The Right of
Continued Protest
has always been
a part of Scottish
Presbyterianism.”

We were also defending the Blue Book, or, to give
it its proper title, The Practice of the Free Church of
Scotland in her Several Courts. Sadly, lawlessness
prevailed in the Free Church in the 1990s. Censure,
for example, was suddenly redefined and basic
procedures were ignored - or worse. Office-bearers
were under vows to “follow no divisive courses from
the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of
the Church”, and that “notwithstanding of whatsoever
trouble or persecution may arise”. All too often divisive
courses were pursued. Such a state of affairs could not
continue indefinitely, and so, in an attempt to restore
order, we tried to defend the practices which had been
long-established and were themselves built on Biblical
precedent and principle.

We were also defending the Right of Continued
Protest.Some would like to portray thisasastrange new
doctrine which we alone have invented and embraced.
Not so, my friends. The Right of Continued Protest
has always been a part of Scottish Presbyterianism.
Examples abound from the 17th, 18th and 19th
centuries of protests against decisions of General
Assemblies. The last two decades of the nineteenth
century, for instance, witnessed numerous protests
by individuals and presbyteries against the intrusion
of uninspired materials of praise into the worship of
the Free Church. Godly men remained in the Church,
despite changes that they could never countenance.
They stayed in and sheltered under Protest. Not even
their most bitter opponents suggested that they were
wrong to do so. However, in the 1990s it became very
clear that that was no longer the case. Protest would
not be tolerated, and in fact a position somewhat
akin to the Free Presbyterian position on Protest was
adopted. I would like to think this was not merely a
matter of convenience...but I do have my doubts. If you
would like to know more about this, | recommend Mr
Gracie’s excellent Address given here in Partick last
January.

It was suggested from time to time that we should
leave the Free Church and there were days when that
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seemed the easier option for flesh and blood - and
for spirit too - but that was not the way of the Free
Church Fathers. And so we stayed until finally we were
removed from our pulpits. A line was then crossed. We
were defending the Right of Continued Protest.

But of even greater import, we were defending the
Headship of Christ: the Crown rights of Jesus. Christ
is Lord both of the conscience and of the Church. I
doubt there is anywhere in the world where this truth
has been defended more than in Scotland. From the
early days of Reformation, the Presbyterian Church in
Scotland stood for this against a papal head and against
a Royal head and indeed against a Church court head!
No one - not even the General Assembly - could take the
place that is Christ’s alone. Any Assembly that resorts to
the command, “You do as we say, or you will be guilty of
contumacy”, has taken to itself a place and power which
the Head of the Church never bestowed upon it.

For the Crown rights of Christ the Covenanters
stained the heather with their blood, and what was the
Disruption of 1843 asserting, if not that? The events
in the last years of the 1990s undermined this crucial
doctrine. Church courts sought to impose their will on
office-bearers and usurped to themselves an almost
papal authority.

But let us be clear. We are not to practise such
obduracy that we throw off all authority of Church
courts whenever a decision goes against us. No. We
submit to the decisions of the Court insofar as they
agree with God’s Word. That is how Christ expresses
His will as Head of the body - through His Word.
Sadly, God’s Word was cast aside and its directions
ignored, and no Court in such a situation could bind
the conscience of men and women. I think it was
Thomas Chalmers who, prior to the Disruption, said
words to the effect that “we stay in and protest so long
as conscience can allow”.

But let us climb another step on our way. We were
also defending the Ninth Commandment:

Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment?

A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not bear
false witness against thy neighbour.

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth commandment?

A. The ninth commandment requireth the
maintaining and promoting of truth between man and
man, and of our own and our neighbour’s good name,
especially in witness-bearing.

Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth commandment?

A. The ninth commandment forbiddeth whatsoever
is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our own or our
neighbour’s good name.

Well, we have already seen how that Commandment
was undermined. Much that was prejudicial to truth
and injurious to the good name of others was allowed
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to pass. What are we to do if the demand is that you
break the Ninth Commandment?

“I think I can speak
for all those involved
in these events when
| say that we did not
want a division.”

And then again, we were defending the Fifth
Commandment:

Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment is, Honour thy father
and thy mother; that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Q. 64. What is required in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment requireth the preserving
the honour, and performing the duties, belonging
to every one in their several places and relations, as
superiors, inferiors, or equals.

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the
neglecting of, or doing any thing against, the honour
and duty which belongeth to every one in their several
places and relations.

How were we defending the Fifth Commandment,
[ hear you ask? Well, while much of the focus was
inevitably upon the ministers involved, we must never
forget those men and women, some of them advanced
in years, spiritual fathers and mothers in the Kingdom,
who found themselves miscalled, sidelined and even
stripped of office and privilege. I have already alluded
tothemand in order to honour the Fifth Commandment
we tried to defend them.

And of even greater importance we were defending
the First Commandment:

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment?

A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.

Q. 46. What is required in the first commandment?

A. The first commandment requireth us to know
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and our
God; and to worship and glorify him accordingly.

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first commandment?

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the denying,
or not worshipping and glorifying the true God as God,
and our God; and the giving of that worship and glory
to any other, which is due to him alone.

[ think I have already demonstrated this point
in our thoughts about the Headship of Christ and
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the authority of His Word. Peace is a good thing and
ecclesiastical peace is even better, but it must not take
His place.

2. Acknowledging
What are we doing tonight, as twenty-five years have
come and gone? Well tonight I think we are also
acknowledging. We are acknowledging several things:

(i) We are acknowledging the Lord’s Providence

[ think I can speak for all those involved in these
events when I say that we did not want a division.
That was not how it was portrayed in certain quarters,
but it is the truth. The rending of the body is a most
serious matter and a solemn responsibility. Speaking
personally, a division was the last thing [ wanted. |
was ministering to a happy, peaceful congregation
and division within its ranks was something we tried
very hard to avoid. Like other brethren, I tried to keep
the controversial issues troubling the Church out of
the congregation for as long as I could, but eventually
that became impossible. We did not want to see the
denomination divided but it is a remarkable fact that
every single avenue we tried in order to avoid such an
end failed. In the providence of God, and I do not use
that phrase lightly, we found ourselves left at last with
no further options.

(ii) We are acknowledging the Lord’s Forbearance

We didn’t get everything perfectly correct in the
years of conflict and we haven’t got everything right
since then either. We must acknowledge tonight that
the Lord has shown great patience and forbearance
with our mistakes and failures and sins. This is not
a celebration of our superiority to all and sundry, for
we have much to repent of day and daily. If the Lord
should mark iniquities, who should stand? Certainly
not us. Too often we have been cold when we should
have been warm, slow when we should have been
quick, man-centred when we should have been Christ-
centred. We have been slow to learn the mistakes of
the past and too quick to repeat them. Who of us can
say that we have laboured in that quarter-century
with the self-denying vigour and the love to both
God and man that should characterise us? The Lord
set us free from the time-consuming struggles of the
1990s but what little use we have made, at times, of
our liberty.

(iii) We are acknowledging the Lord’s Kindness

Despite our weakness and lack of resources, and
our relative lack of gifts (although we are thankful for
what we have) - despite all of that and much more
besides, we are still here! The Lord has shown kindness
towards us and tonight it behoves us to acknowledge it
individually and collectively. The years have rolled on
and of the original ministers only three of us remain

in the active ministry - Mr Craig, Mr Gracie and I -
although, of course, we are glad that others are spared
in retirement and continue to serve in different ways.
Through the ups and downs of the years, the Lord has
shown us many kindnesses.

“My friends, we
have many reasons
for thanksgiving as
we reflect on the
Lord’s help to us
over the decades.”

(iv) We are acknowledging the Lord’s Help

In the crisis of the hour the Lord gave us people with
particular gifts (not least the late Principal Clerk and
Mr Craig). He gave us people in all our congregations
who loved the Lord and loved His Gospel, and who
were ready to stand for what was right even at great
personal cost. People who faithfully and prayerfully
and practically supported their ministers and the
work of the Gospel, a great number of whom are now
in that greater Assembly. Buildings have been built
and purchased and Gospel witness established in new
areas of our cities, as well as those long-established.
My friends, we have many reasons for thanksgiving as
we reflect on the Lord’s help to us over the decades.

(v) We are acknowledging the Lord’s Blessing

But, you say we are weaker and smaller; where is
the blessing? My friend, by God’s grace the Gospel has
been preached in our midst for twenty-five years and
thatis a blessing. Souls have been saved and believers
have been discipled - that is a blessing. Men have
been called into the ministry and others into different
forms of Christian service - that is a blessing. We can
be overly pessimistic. Doors of opportunity have
opened in Zambia, Sri Lanka, France, Spain, Portugal,
the USA, Canada, and now Mexico, and in almost every
case these openings didn’t come because we went
looking for them. Rather it was a case of the Lord
bringing us together, sometimes through striking
providences. What a blessing! The precious doctrines
of the Gospel have been broadcast far wider than
we could ever have imagined twenty-five years ago.
[ well remember one of the first Mission Committee
meetings we held. Mr Macdonald and [ were there
together with little more than a blank sheet of paper,
and the Lord has filled it in. What is that if not a
blessing to be thankful for?
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The principles which we love have come to be shared
by dear colleagues from different continents who now
love truly reformed worship and practice. What is that
but a blessing? And besides, let us remember, that the
Lord has His own sovereign way of blessing that may
not be directly connected to our activities at all. We
might expect blessing to come to us from the north but
it may come from the south. Humbly and thankfully,
we are acknowledging that tonight. “Not unto us, Lord,
not to us, but do thou glory take”.

So, we are defending and acknowledging - but
surely we are also continuing!

“We are continuing
the witness of the
Covenanters to the
Crown rights of

Christ, our alone
King and Head.”

3. Continuing

We are continuing the witness of the Free Church of
Scotland of 1843. A colleague remarked to me recently
that if Knox or Dr Begg were to return and find their
way into this Assembly this week they would recognise
it. They would recognise its structure and its worship
and its concerns. We are not saying that they would fail

to find it anywhere else in Scotland, but we do believe
that, despite all our shortcomings, they would find it
here.

We are continuing the witness of the Covenanters
to the Crown rights of Christ, our alone King and
Head. What a blessing that the Head of the Church
never dies! There is no ‘sede vacante’; there is no
need to elect a successor or find yet another ‘supreme
pontiff’. The Lord is risen indeed and we proclaim His
Lordship.

We are continuing too the witness of the Reformers
to salvation by faith alone in Christ alone. Their witness
to the sufficiency of Christ and His Word - a Word, |
might add, wonderfully and providentially preserved.

We are continuing with that Great Commission
which the Lord gave to His Church, to go and teach
all nations...teaching them to observe ALL THINGS
whatsoever Christ commanded us. All things in
doctrine, worship and practice.

We are continuing, by God’s help, to bring the Gospel
of redeeming grace to Scotland and Ireland, across the
channel to continental Europe, eastwards to Sri Lanka
and westwards across the broad Atlantic.

And we are continuing with the vision which
inspired previous generations, which inspired the
Apostles and Old Testament prophets. “And he said, Go
thy way, Daniel...go thou thy way till the end be: for thou
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”
(Dan. 12:9,13). ®

[Images accompanying the Address are courtesy of Rev.
Andrew Allan]




CHURCH NEWS

Closing of Seminary (Rev. Graeme Craig, Principal)
riday 13th June was a day of great encouragement
Ffor our Seminary. The church at Westhill,
Inverness, was almost full for the service marking
the closing of the session, indicating a prayerful
interest in the life of the Seminary.

Two divinity students, Mr Alan Blaney and Mr
Joel Suarez, were present to receive their Diploma in
Theology - a reminder of the importance of theological
training and how the Lord is still raising men for
the ministry. Rev. Tim McGlynn, the new Lecturer
in Apologetics & Practical Theology, was present,
showing how the Lord is providing teachers for the
work. A Christ-centred address was given by Rev. Bart
Elshout of Kalamazoo Reformed Church, Michigan.
The Seminary exists for the glory of God and to serve
our risen, exalted, divine Redeemer. Who could not be
encouraged by hearing anew of the One we rely on,
love and seek to serve?

Basing his remarks on John 1:1-18, Mr Elshout
spoke of Christ as the Logos, the Word of God. He is the
eternal Word of God, dwelling in intimate relationship
with the Father and the Spirit in the Godhead. The
Father loves the Son, who is His express image, and
it is only in the Son that the Father knows Himself as
Father. For us, God is only knowable through the Son
(v.18). The Son is also the incarnate Word of God (v.14)
and in Him God communicates with the children of
men.

Adam was created a son of God yet he fell into sin.
God'’s plan is to restore that sonship in Christ and to
conform us to His likeness (Rom. 8:29). Christ is made
known in the inscripturated Word. The communicating
God has given us His Word as a written revelation of
Himself. It has been given by the Spirit, who is also
called the Spirit of Christ. God’s purpose in inspiring
men to write the Scriptures was to glorify His Son. The
Spirit uses the written Word to lead us to Christ, the
living Word. The Scriptures are all about Him.

Thus, Christ is the focus of the preached Word of
God. For the faithful preacher, Jesus Christ is the sum
and substance of his message. Do we, like the apostles
in Acts Chapter 4, love Christ enough to die for Him in
preaching Him? Christ is the ultimate Word of God. The
redeemed will forever interact with the Father through
the Son. What a prospect believers have before them -
to behold Christ’s face in heaven and have His name in
their foreheads (Rev. 22:4)!

After the address and graduation, Rev. Harry
Woods, who has now retired from his duties as a
lecturer, led the gathering in prayer, commending the
work of the lecturers and students to the Lord. Thanks

!
o 4
Lecturers and Students at the closing of the Seminary,
with Rev. Bart Elshout at the centre of the back row

e m

were expressed to Mr Woods for many years of faithful
service in the Seminary, and to his wife, Mairi, for the
hospitality she provided to the students. Over the
years the Beauly manse became a place of ‘tabletalk’
for the students, where much practical help and advice
was freely provided.

Although the lectures have finished for the year,
the work continues for the Principal, lecturers and
students. The service to mark the opening of the new
Seminary Session is due to take place at Westhill on
Tuesday 16th September at 7.30pm (D.V.). Rev. James
Clark, the Lecturer in Greek and New Testament, is the
expected speaker. The Seminary is commended to the
prayers of the Church.

Presbytery of Outer Hebrides Summer Conference
(Rev. Raymond A. Kemp)

round fifty gathered in Stornoway Free Church
A(Continuing) on Saturday, 21st June, for the

first Summer Conference of the Outer Hebrides
Presbytery. There was some age diversity, for which we
are thankful. Both sessions opened with worship and
concluded with an open and informative Question &
Answer time. Between the sessions a time of fellowship
was enjoyed over a generous lunch provided by the
ladies of the congregation.

At the morning session, Rev. James Clark (Harris)
addressed ‘Mental Health in the Christian Family:
First, in tracing emotional brokenness to the Fall, he
highlighted how Original Sin disrupted the harmony of
the soul. The motions of sin (Rom. 7) still stir within,
often surfacing as guilt or unrest. Second, family life
reveals this tension. Two imperfect people are joined
in marriage, often without preparation for parenthood.
Their influence should be one of good memories, not
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bad ones. Children frequently adopt a works-based
view of God’s favour: “Be good, and He will accept
you”. Yet godly love is gracious, corrective, and never
shaming (Heb. 12). Third, Christ's obedience to God
was also misunderstood. He is our pattern. Parenting
must aim to direct children toward dependence on
God, not on parents (Gen. 2:24). Discipline should
shape, not wound. Above all, families must reflect the
loving character of the Father.

At the afternoon session, Rev. William Macleod
(rtd), in addressing ‘Living the Christian and Spiritual
Life’, commenced with the truth that we must begin
the right way - Repentance and Faith. He dealt with
several New Testament examples from converts. You
must be alive to believe. Second, the Christian life is
characterised by certain marks: self-denial, patience,
keeping the commandments as a guiding principle, and
daily repentance. The Christian life is not just about
practices however: it is also about a loving relationship
with Christ. It is Union with Christ that makes the
Christian the salt of the earth. Third, the Spirit makes
us ‘new creatures, whereby we are now saints and
overcome sin by the Spirit. The Spirit is called the Holy
Spirit because He sanctifies believers, albeit there are
two principles within the believer fighting against
each other. We should seek Assurance of our salvation.
Fourth, there are ‘practical helps’ to encourage us:
daily, private devotions; the public means of grace;
the sacraments; Christian fellowship; good books; and
good works (after conversion).

The Presbytery have agreed to run this conference
as an annual event.

JOHN JOHN JOHN
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TBS Commemorative Gospel of John
(Rev. Thomas Buchanan)

On 8th May 2025 the nation marked the 80th

Anniversary of VE (Victory in Europe) Day. To
commemorate this occasion the Trinitarian
Bible Society produced a special VE Day edition of the
Gospel according to John. It features a message sent
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by King George VI in September 1939, commending
the reading of the Bible to his people. A short preface
outlines the work of the TBS during the Second World
War.

The Brora congregation received an anonymous gift
of 100 copies of this edition. Upon contacting the local
primary school, we were able to offer copies to go along
with the school’s own marking of the anniversary. We
were delighted that the school accepted all 100 copies
for its 94 pupils and some staff. Each child was sent
home with a Gospel according to John in their school
bag. Do pray for the Lord’s blessing.

Assistant Editor (Rev. David M. Blunt)

ev. James Maclnnes, who has been an assistant
Reditor of the Witness since May 2022, has now

relinquished this role. We are grateful to Mr
Maclnnes for his contributions over the last three
years, particularly in connection with the Missions
section, and hope that he will be able to provide further
articles for the magazine. God willing a new Assistant

Editor will be appointed soon. Mr Maclnnes remains
the Editor of the Explorer.

Magazine Distributor (Donald Macleod, Clerk to
Publications Committee)

he Publications Committee are seeking a willing

I volunteer to take on the work of distributing

the Church magazines. The person will be
based on the mainland, preferably in Inverness or the
surrounding area, and have suitable storage space
available for the magazines delivered monthly by
courier. The work involves preparing the magazines
for posting, which includes printing address labels and
using the Church’s Online Business Account with Royal
Mail. For this reason, the volunteer will need access to
a computer with an internet connection, and ideally
a printer. A designated church email address will be
provided for all related correspondence.

This is a valued and necessary role within the life of
the Church, and full guidance will be provided. If you
are in a position to help, or would like more detalils,
please getin touch with Mr Donald Macleod (Tel: 01851
706809; Mob: 07809 096191; Email: publications@
fccontinuing.org).

Quote

dd T he Ministry of the Word doth not only bring
light with it, but eye-salve, anointing the
eyes to see that light. It is a sin-killing, and

a soul-quickening ordinance, it is the power of God to

salvation. What enemies are they to their own souls,

that oppose the Ministry!”

Thomas Watson
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THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

A vital principle challenged
he sanctify of life is under attack in our
I parliaments. Firstly, there are private members’
bills at Holyrood and Westminster aiming to
legalise assisted dying for terminally ill adults (as young
as eighteen). A more accurate description would be
assisted suicide. While the bills differ in terms of who
is eligible and the way in which ‘assistance’ is defined,
in both cases health professionals would provide an
“approved substance” to enable individuals to end their
own lives. Recent votes have seen small majorities in
favour of these bills. May the Lord in mercy incline the
hearts of more of our legislators away from the fearful
sin of approving and facilitating self-murder!

Secondly, there was the ‘hijacking’ at Westminster
of the government’s Crime and Policing Bill by two
Labour MPs. They proposed separate amendments
aiming to further liberalise abortion in England and
Wales. The amendment that was chosen for debate
would decriminalise the action of a woman who uses
drugs or other means to end her pregnancy. The action
would remain illegal but the woman would not face
prosecution. This would apply to self-induced abortion
up to birth and for any reason, even ‘sex selection’. The
amendment carried by the large margin of 379 votes to
137. Again, we must pray that the Lord would prevent
this wicked measure from actually becoming law.

What is meant by the ‘sanctity of life’? Human life is
God’s special creation. He made man in His own image
and likeness (Gen. 1:26). Other creatures have physical
life only, but man has both a body and an eternal soul.
We are made to worship and serve God, to know
Him and enjoy Him. The sanctity of life is indivisible,
applying to life in all its stages and all its conditions. A
child in the womb is not something less than a person,
only to suddenly and miraculously become a person
when leaving the womb and entering the world.
Neither is a man or a woman worth less as a person
because of incurable heart disease or stage 4 cancer.

The cry is for ‘compassion’. We are told that women
who end the life of their unborn infant, perhaps in
desperate circumstances, should not be punished, and
that adults suffering from an incurable illness should
be permitted to end their lives. That is not compassion.
True compassion moves a mother to be concerned
above all for the welfare of her unborn child, and
a family to ensure that a suffering relative gets the
best care possible. It chooses life rather than death,
recognising that it belongs to God alone both to give
life and to take it away (Job 1:21). &

CREDAL CHANGE IN THE KIRK

Book of confessions approved

ollowing a seven-year process, the Church of
FScotland General Assembly has approved a new

‘Book of Confessions’. From 1st January 2026, the
Westminster Confession of Faith (1647), the historic
subordinate standard of the Church of Scotland, will
be joined by the Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed (325),
Scots Confession (1560) and the 1992 Statement of
Faith. (The last-named document is similar in content
to the two creeds named, yet makes no direct reference
to Christ's virgin birth, His burial or His ascension.)

What role will the Book of Confessions have?
The report of the Theological Forum referred to “an
unsatisfactorysituationthatrequired correction”, namely,
“the Church of Scotland has a subordinate standard [i.e.
the Westminster Confession] that many of its office
holders reject, and vows which they do not always
understand”. We believe that there is a clear remedy for
this: withhold ordination from individuals who oppose
the Confession’s teaching and take disciplinary action
against office-bearers who do likewise.

The Kirk’s solution is quite different. First, minimise
the core commitment. Office-bearers will no longer
subscribe to “the fundamental doctrines of the Christian
faith contained in the Confession of Faith of this Church”,
but to “the fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith
expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds.” The idea is
that the latter represent what is common to Christians.
These creeds certainly contain vital doctrines but due
to their brevity they lack precision. Doctrines are not
developed and errors are not refuted. Important truths
about salvation are missing, including justification.

Second, create a new vow: “Do you confess the
Catholic and Reformed Faith of the Church as contained
in its Book of Confessions, and promise to be guided
by the said Book in your life and doctrine?” This looks
promising, but there is a change to the Preamble to
the Questions and Formula. Formerly the Church
recognised “liberty of opinion on such points of doctrine
as do not enter into the substance of the Faith”. This
substance was undefined, but was located in the
Westminster Confession. Now it is “liberty of opinion
on such points of doctrine as do not enter into the
fundamental doctrines of the Faith”. The Church has
defined these fundamental doctrines in terms of what
is expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed.
The effect is to extend liberty of opinion to anything
in the Westminster Confession that is not also found
somewhere in these two creeds. This is a further step
away from where the Kirk ought to be. ™
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ANDREW BONAR REMEMBERED (2)

4

(Continued from the previous issue)

hilst still at Collace, Andrew wrote his superb
WCommentary on Leviticus (1846), a volume

which went through several editions and
many printings even after the Banner of Truth Trust
reprinted it in their ‘Geneva Series’ in 1966. Spurgeon
described the volume as “very precious”, and Bonar
as “a master in Israel”. In 1848 Andrew was married
to Isabella Dickson in Edinburgh. Over the years they
were blessed with six children (of whom Andrew, their
first of two boys, died aged 7). Sadly, shortly after the
birth of their fourth daughter in 1864, Andrew lost his
dear Isabella, taken from him by the Lord.

Glasgow (1856-92) . i
A new phase began |
in Andrew Bonar’s

ministry with
his translation to
the new charge

of Finnieston in
Glasgow’s dockland,
on 4th December
1856. On the first
Lord’s day of his
new ministry, he
was led to say: “It
is my heart’s desire
and prayer that |
my ministry here
may be a proclamation of the heart and ways of our
compassionate God to mankind sinners, and that
[ may proclaim His heart and ways in the mind of
Christ.” There is no doubt that Andrew Bonar’s was a
remarkable ministry at Finnieston. The charge was a
new one in 1856. A church building was opened the
following year. Near the beginning of his ministry, he
commented that he “felt a sinking of heart in view of
the indifference and uninterested state of the people
in the district” “It may be,” he added, “the Spirit of the
Lord will rouse them.”

[t was not long before there was powerful evidence
in his congregation, and throughout many parts of
Glasgow and Scotland, of a moving of the Holy Spirit in
reviving power. In his diary entry for Sabbath, July 3rd

Andrew Bonar
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1859, Andrew Bonar bemoaned the deadness he felt
he faced in his Glasgow charge. He wrote: “I have come
to this again and again these two years: that unless the
Lord pour out His Spirit upon the district, nothing will
bring them out to hear and attend; and now we hear
that this is the very thing which God is doing in the
towns of Ireland. O my God, come over to Scotland and
help us! O my Lord and Saviour, do like things among
us in this city!” And God did over the next few years.
A measure of the power of Andrew Bonar’s ministry
at Finnieston may be gauged by the fact that when he
went there the attendances numbered around 250
souls. However, by the time he handed over the burden
of the work there to his son-in-law, D. M. Mclntyre
in 1891 there were over 1,000 members. Even the
enlarged Church opened in 1878 was usually filled to
capacity for Sabbath services.

His Preaching

As to Andrew Bonar’s preaching, there is a telling
comment by Alexander Moody Stuart: “His preaching
is singularly like the Bible. It abounds in the clearest
enunciations of the doctrines of grace..Full of the
Bible truth in both its Testaments, it much resembles
the Bible in its simple and altogether natural cast,
and partakes not a little of its richness and fullness.”
One thing is for sure, many were brought to a saving
knowledge of Christ through his preaching. Christ was
always exalted and the eternal realities were the focus
of the ministry and the hearts of many were touched by
the grace of God. And for Bonar; belief in divine election
and particular redemption were no contradiction of
the full and free offer of the gospel too all.

Downgrade in the Free Church

In the last thirty years of Andrew Bonar’s life, the Free
Church, from its inception considered one of the most
united and orthodox Churches in Christendom, was
beset by controversies and doctrinal declension. In the
various issues that arose in the Church he consistently
took a conservative position. There were two main
divisive issues. The first, lasting from 1863 to 1873,
concerned proposals for Church union with the United
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, a denomination that
comprised many of the various Secession Churches
arising in the 18th Century. The second, from 1877



CHURCH HISTORY / ANDREW BONAR REMEMBERED (2)

to 1881, was the matter of the rise of the critical
movement within the Free Church, highlighted in the
case of the Old Testament scholar, William Robertson
Smith.

In the first of these cases, Bonar took an anti-union
position, believing the United Presbyterian position
on Church/State relations to be incompatible with the
Free Church principle, and that on the doctrine of the
Atonement there was more than a suspicion that the
UPs tolerated a universal atonement in one form or
another. The old School men such as the Bonars, George
Smeaton, James Begg, Hugh Martin, Alexander Moody
Stuart, and other worthies, were actively engaged both
in opposing the proposed union, on the grounds that it
involved a sacrifice of Scripture principles. They also
opposed the critical movement, on the grounds that
it undermined the inspiration and authority of the
Scriptures.

Andrew Bonar was actively involved in seeking to
deal decisively with Robertson Smith and his Higher
Critical teaching, but it was to no avail, even though
Smith himself was removed from his Old Testament
chair at the Aberdeen College in 1881. Sadly, these
views prevailed and were a distinct part of the
‘downgrade’ that affected the main-line churches in
the British Isles in the latter part of the 19th Century.
It left a terrible legacy of diminished credibility and
doctrinal weakness in the churches into the 20th
Century.

In 1880, during the controversy over the critical
movement, Bonar was to write: “I feel bitterly the state
of things among us, in regard to our young ministers
especially. Prayed for an outpouring of the Spirit, and
for the checking of the evil at this Assembly. For Satan
is trying to wile ministers and people away from the
great, glorious gospel.” In 1887, reflecting upon the
change he had witnessed in the Church, he wrote:
“Many things have made earth to me more than ever
a wilderness or a land of broken cisterns. But the Lord
Jesus is more than ever a full heaven to me.”

Moody and Sankey

The Americans DwightL.MoodyandIraD.Sankeybegan
their campaign-style missions in Scotland towards the
end of 1873. Andrew Bonar was enthusiastic for their
work. Not all the conservative men of the Free Church
were, but for sure Andrew and Horatius Bonar (and
many others) were. Andrew Bonar spoke of the work
in terms of revival and awakening. He even wrote in
his diary on New Year’s day, 1874, that “The tide of
real revival in Edinburgh has been stirring up all of
us.” With reference to Moody & Sankey’s appearance
in Glasgow, he wrote on 10th February: “the city has at
last been visited...".

No doubt there were many souls who were touched
by the work of these evangelists. However, it might
be thought that a man of Bonar’s commitment to the
doctrines of historic Calvinism might have foreseen in
the movement - ironically - an undermining of such
truths. It is not insignificant that so-called ‘liberal
evangelicals’ such as Henry Drummond were also
heavily involved in the campaign, though Drummond’s
doctrinal position was far removed from that of the
Bonars. Rightly they were thrilled by the undoubted
fact of souls being saved. By the same token, one cannot
disagree with the comment of one Scottish historian:
“The move away from the Calvinistic orthodoxy was
seen in particular in the impact made by the American
evangelists, Moody and Sankey in 1874.”

“But the Lord Jesus
is more than ever a
full heaven to me.”

Latter End

Notwithstanding Andrew Bonar’s optimism arising
from the Moody & Sankey mission work in the last
quarter of the 19th Century, as far as Church life was
concerned he witnessed no little declension in the
Free Church from the orthodoxy in which he had
been groomed, and so readily embraced as Biblical
truth. But he held faithful to the very end, as his Diary
makes perfectly clear. On 12th April, 1891, he finished
his classic edition of Samuel Rutherford’s Letters. He
writes: “Got much from it to my own soul all the time;
the love of Christ that filled his heart throws out its
sparks as we read.” His last Sabbath on earth was 25th
December 1892, when he preached in Finnieston from
Luke 2.

He was none too well that week. On Saturday
evening, New Year’s eve, he had worship with his
family around his bed. The sang Psalm 23, the 62nd
Psalm was read by one of his sons-in-law, and he
prayed, committing the family to the Lord’s care for
the night. That evening he ‘fell asleep in Jesus’. He lived
by the Biblical maxim: “for to me to live is Christ”. Just
as surely, the aged, faithful servant of the Lord came to
know the experience of the Lord’s blessed redeemed:
“to die is gain”. Thus ended the earthly course of
one who was a precious gift of God to the Church in
Scotland and by whose literary works it can be said
truly that “his works do follow him”. They are a source
of blessing and a perpetual example of the ways of
a saint with the Saviour, and of the Saviour with the
saint.

Free Church Witness | 37



BOOK

REVIEWS

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt,
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

The Public Worship of God

William Macleod, Scottish Reformed Heritage
Publications, pbk, 46pp, £5.00 (plus p&p).
Available from Rev. John Keddie (tel: 01463
831896; email: jwkeddie@yahoo.co.uk) or Lulu,
Amazon and other Internet sites.

his little book,
written by one of
our ministers, is

the summary of a series
of sermons preached on
purity of worship and
Sabbath observance.
Although it contains just
three chapters, one must
not think that it does not
contain much substance.
The reasons are
succinctly given, and all
with Scripture or Church
history references. All are
good in and of themselves, but the cumulative effect is
compelling, and, [ believe, cannot be gainsaid.

The chapters are conveniently divided into “Twenty
reasons for singing psalms only in public worship”,
“Fifteen reasons for not using instrumental music in
Public worship”, and “Twenty reasons for keeping the
Lord’s Day holy”. They give exactly that. Each point is
numbered and subtitled in bold print, which makes for
easy reference. Arguably, the book’s greatest strength
is that the reasons are short and in simple language.
Nothing too technical: a child can follow it. Yet, the
simplicity of language and brevity of the arguments in
no way detract from their force. Indeed, they confirm
the old adage, less is more.

In his foreword, Rev. Graeme Craig says, “In a day
when much confusion exists over worship and many
Christians deny the sanctity of the Lord’s Day, this is
a must read.” This reviewer would very much echo
that sentiment. Except it be by a wilful wresting
and holding down of the truth, I cannot conceive of
anyone reading this book and remaining unconvinced
of exclusive Psalmody sung a cappella in the public
worship of God, and the sanctity and endurance of
the Sabbath. Highly recommended. Sabbath School
Superintendents should consider it as a prize for
their pupils. B
Calum Macleod

THE
PUBLIC WORSHIP
OF GOD

Unaccompanied Psalmody
and a Day to be Observed

William Macleod

“ wilf ding with the dpieir. and J will ding with
the underétanding alie”
= 1 Cerinthiand 14:43
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The Sinner’s Sanctuary: Gospel Freedom from
Death, Condemnation, and the Law
Hugh Binning, Soli Deo Gloria, hbk, 421pp, £30

of forty sermons on Romans 8:1-15, preached

by Binning during his brief ministry in Govan,
now part of Glasgow. The subtitle summarises the
content and helpful headings divide each sermon.
Hugh Binning (1627-53) was one of those deeply-
enlightened Covenanter ministers who died young, as
Andrew Gray.

Soli Deo Gloria are to be commended for reprinting
this book from Binning’s complete works, although
the price is a bit steep (we hope it will come down, for
every Pastor should have a copy). Binning covers both
sides of the Christian’s nature and experience, namely
the ‘old man’, the ‘new man’ and the hope for glory.

Regarding the old man, Binning says: “.the soul
finds the sentence of absolution in Jesus Christ, but his
eyes are then opened to see that body of death and sin
within himself, and that he is a man whose sin is totally
diffused throughout every part of his being. Then that
soul bemoans itself with Paul, ‘O wretched man that I am!
Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?’ (Rom.
7:24).” (p.5) We are freed from condemnation by faith,
but faith must now live beside an old, dying and corrupt
man within. However, when the soul is made perfect in
holiness at death, the old man shall finally die.

There is also a new man in Christ. “When
regeneration comes, the creature is made new and
formed again by the powerful Spirit of Jesus Christ.
The change made is that the flesh is put off the throne...
Now the soul has a new rule instituted governing it, and
new principles by which to act...the Spirit leading him
in all truth and quickening [empowering] him to walk
in it” (pp.49-50) In this sermon, Binning highlights
two errors: separating the Spirit from the Word, and
trusting in an outward observance of the Word only.

Regarding the Christian’s hope, Binning comments:
“Christ being in it [the soul] - most
portable and easily carried about
with you...and helps you to carry
all things easily..you are most
inseparable [from Him]. For when
Christis in the soul He is the Spring
of a never-ending life of peace, joy
and contentment” (p.312).

These are but foretastes
of a book which is highly
recommended.

Rev. James Clark

This is a beautifully presented book. It consists
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COMMUNION DATES

Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.

July August September

6  Snizort 3 Harris 7  Portree

13 St Louis 17 Bracadale & 14 Duthil-Dores, Hunt County, North Uist & Grimsay

27 Atlanta, Burlington Duirinish (Hallin) 21 Glasgow-Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, Pau, Scalpay Harris
31 Stornoway 28 Inverness-Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES

ORDINARY REMITTANCES
May 2025 Total to May 2025 Total to May 2024
£ £ £

Free Northern Presbytery
Aberdeen 2,150 10,750 10,750
Assynt & Scourie 0 9,798 9,353
Brora 1,000 11,263 10,034
Duthil-Dores 1,344 10,000 10,000
Inverness 4,000 19,018 15,888
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,340 9,580 9,619
Kiltearn 0 0 500
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 0 4,900
Tarbat 1,000 6,287 7,487
Total Free Northern Presbytery 10,834 76,696 78,530
Southern Presbytery
Arran 0) 260 3,914 3,994
Ayr 0) 1,000 7,246 6,610
Ballyclare & Doagh 0 1,200 6,781 6,944
Dumfries 0 0 0 1,010
Edinburgh 0 1,950 12,449 11,833
Clasgow - Knightswood 0 1,650 13,040 12,092
Clasgow - Partick 0 4,000 20,000 21,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 Q00 6,934 4,697
Rothesa 0 0 1,375 0
Total Southern Presbytery 10,960 71,738 69,079
Outer Hebrides Presbytery
Cross 2,100 10,500 11,050
Harris - Leverburgh 1,100 10,162 10,760
Knock & Point 1,886 10,209 10,025
North Uist & Grimsay 500 6,717 4,879
Scalpay 2,300 14,836 14,657
Stornoway 6,065 41,525 42,651
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery 13,951 93,949 94,021
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron
Bracadale & Duirinish (VWaternish) 500 4,771 2,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 500 3,916 4,181
Lochalsh & Strath 2,000 13,028 16,440
Portree 1,500 10,231 10,606
Snizort 1,800 18,165 17,054
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery 6,300 50,111 50,781
Smiths Falls 0 0 995
Total From Congregations 42,045 292,494 293,406
Other Donations 10,402 70,905 18,429
legacy 20,356 116,668 1,000
TOTAL 312,836
Included in the above: Tax 71,386
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations 241,449

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church General Treasurer
should be sent to the Financial Administrator: Mr Murray Mackay
Mrs Donna Norris 1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown,

101 Young Road, Dunblane Glasgow G66 7HN
FK15 OFT generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org (mobile) 07793 535227

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).



“So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for
ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.”

Psalm 79:13
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