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EDITORIAL

UNSHAKEABLE THINGS

e live in a time of great confusion. In the
WWestern world, including the UK, the

moral order is collapsing. It can be seen
in the family, the building block of a stable society.
God’s design for this all-important institution is
under relentless attack. There has been a steady
increase in cohabitation and divorce, and likewise in
contraception, abortion, and homosexuality. These
developments obviously have harmful effects upon
individuals, but they also have a long-term economic
impact upon the nation. A declining birth rate leads
to an ageing population supported by a dwindling
workforce paying ever more tax.

This moral collapse is nothing short of a crisis, yet it
is one that our leaders, for the most part, are unwilling
to acknowledge, let alone confront. Many of them have
contributed to the present situation by supporting
immoral legislation. Few things demonstrate
more plainly the level to which we have sunk, both
intellectually and morally, than the credence given to
the fantasy of ‘transgenderism’. We have witnessed
the pathetic spectacle of prominent politicians either
struggling to answer the question ‘What is a woman?’
or avoiding it altogether. How did we get here?

Spiritual Decline

There is a clear link between morality and spirituality.
The rapid moral breakdown in our country was
preceded by a gradual spiritual decline. During the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, our land was
blessed by God in a remarkable way. The reformed
Church of Scotland acknowledged the Headship
of Christ in her doctrine, worship, discipline, and
government. She had purity and strength, being “fair
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners” (Song of Sol. 6:10). The state established
the Protestant Religion and the Presbyterian Church,
and the whole nation covenanted with God.

In later times, although churches remained full,
standards slipped, and divisions came in. The Church’s
worship was spoiled by human inventions, and her
Calvinistic doctrine was corrupted. In the nineteenth
century, there was the spread of the deadly poison

of ‘higher criticism’. This school of thought maintains
that the Bible (or much of it) sprang from the mind
of man. Belief in God was also undermined by the
pseudoscience of evolution, which appeared around
the same time. This theory rejects the creation account
of man’s origin contained in the Bible and substitutes
it with a natural process.

For a long time, our nation has lived upon its
Christian ‘capital, but this has largely been spent.
We are now reaping the evil fruit of our unbelief. Sin
of every kind abounds, even that which is “against
nature” (Rom. 1:26). There may be a fear on the part
of believers that the falling away has gone so far as to
be beyond recovery, yet we must remember that with
God nothing is impossible. The Lord’s people may take
comfort in the knowledge that there are “things which
cannot be shaken” and “a kingdom which cannot
be removed” (Heb. 12:27,28). It is good to remind
ourselves of these things.

Infallible Scripture

One thing that is unshakeable, despite it being
constantly questioned, is the Word of God. The
Psalmist was persuaded of this when he said, “For ever,
O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89).
We are told that “all the glory of man” - which must
include the ‘glory’ of his wisdom - is as “the flower
of grass”, withering and falling away, but “the word of
the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:24,25). People’s
ideas change so quickly and easily, so that they can
never be said to be ‘settled’. Who could have imagined
a generation ago that same-sex ‘marriage’ would be
permitted by the law of the land and ‘blessed’ by many
churches! These churches have ‘shaken’ the Bible to
make it conform to an ungodly culture, but God’s law
never alters.

Sinful men will never unsettle God’s Word. All of it
is given by divine inspiration and all of it is preserved
by divine providence (2 Tim. 3:16; Matt. 24:25). We
can be certain that everything foretold in Scripture
will come to pass. Much has happened already, with
countless Old Testament prophecies having been
fulfilled when Christ came (Luke 24:27,44). Now we
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see the gospel advancing throughout the world, as our
Lord promised it would (Matt. 24:14). His cause will
triumph, and there will be eternal glory for His people.
God has declared these things because He knows them,
and He knows them because He has ordained them.
“My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure”
(Isa. 46:10).

Unbreakable Covenant
The Scriptures reveal God’s Covenant of Grace. It is
made with Christ, and in Him with all God’s elect as
His spiritual seed (Isa. 53:10,11). In this covenant, God
promises to be our God and the God of our children
after us. David was unfaithful to the Lord in his adultery
with Bathsheba and the death of Uriah. His household
was ‘shaken’ as a result, as we see in the sad histories of
his sons Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah. Yet the Lord
was wonderfully faithful to His servant. David learned
how God’s covenant is “ordered in all things” (2 Sam.
23:5). He received forgiveness for his sins and there
was provision for every conceivable need of his soul.
David also found that God’s covenant is “sure”. It has
its foundation in God’s eternal purpose, centred upon
Christ the Mediator. Our salvation depends, not upon
our living, or even upon our believing, but upon God'’s
doing. The Spirit directs our hearts into the love of God
that is at the heart of the covenant (2 Thess. 3:5); it is
the balm for believers in all their troubles. This love is
not a general love, as the world and much of the church
likes to imagine, but a redemptive love for a particular
people. It is evident in the incarnation of God’s only
begotten Son and the work He came to do.

Invaluable Salvation

The church has a solid foundation prepared for her by
God. “Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation”
(Isa. 28:16). The apostle Peter applies these words to
the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:4-8). God’s only begotten
Son took our humanity, bone of our bone and flesh of
our flesh. The foundation of the church was laid in His
life, death, and resurrection. He was tried, being made
under the law and tempted by the devil, yet He was
completely without sin. Christ’s perfect obedience met
with God’s public approval: “This is my beloved Son, in
whom [ am well pleased” (Matt. 17:5).

Jesus Christ is very precious! Who can put a
value upon His atonement? In sacrificing Himself for
sinners, Christ won an innumerable number of souls.
He finished the work the Father gave Him to do, paying
in full the prlce requ1red for His people. Here is a sure

on me hath everlasting life” (John 6:47). Everlasting life
cannot be lost: if it could, it would not be everlasting.
All who trust in Christ shall join Him in heaven. Christ
must be preached and Him alone, or the church will
not stand (1 Cor. 3:11). Any other foundation is a shaky
one - shifting sand instead of firm rock.

“The gospel
proclaims a Saviour
who died at Calvary

but could not be held
by death.”

Invincible Grace

We praise God that the gospel of Jesus Christ is “the
power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16). The gospel
can never be bound by men, although its messengers
sometimes have been, yet it comes to people who are
in the chains of sin. Though the gospel calls every one
of us to come to Christ, the Saviour says that none of
us can come to Him (John 6:44)! Thankfully, He does
not leave things there. He speaks immediately of the
Father’s ‘drawing’ of the sinner. The word is used to
describe the pulling in of a net with its catch of fish
(John 21:6,11). The gospel gathers people out of the
world; an inward drawing brings sinners savingly to
Christ.

The gospel proclaims a Saviour who died at Calvary
but could not be held by death. Because Christ was
victorious over the grave, there is now a spiritual
resurrection for sinners (1 Pet. 1:3). Through the
word of life, the Spirit sovereignly gives new life to the
soul. God works irresistibly in His grace, making the
gospel call effectual. The world, the flesh, and the devil
cannot prevent this call from being successful, and
sinners come willingly and gladly to Christ. They may
be shaken in their experiences in this life, with their
feet “almost gone” (Ps. 73:2), but God’s grace will keep
them. When Christ returns and raises the dead, He will
raise believers in glory and honour.

If salvation were in any way left to man, then the
church would not have a stable foundation. Believers
at their best are still frail, sinful creatures. Our minds,
wills, and affections are unsteady, and we are liable to be
“tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine” (Eph. 4:14). The unshakeable things of Christ’s
kingdom encourage us to press on and persevere to the
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FRIENDS OF GOD

REV. JAMES CLARK
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“Abraham...was called the Friend of God” (James 2:23)
A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly”
(Proverbs 18:24)

“Ye are my friends, if ye do what whatsoever [ command
you” (John 15:14)

e live in an age when professed friends of
WGod show little interest in spending time
and effort in this relationship. Often, they
do not attend where He is to be found (Heb. 10:25),
and also treat His words lightly, as if they were not the

words of God. There is a real difference between the
profession of this friendship and the possession of it.

Acceptance

Being a friend of God means that a great change has
occurred, because we are by nature His enemies (Rom.
5:10; 8:7,8). We are born enemies and grow up as such,
finding friends among other enemies. God is notvalued,
not needed, and not communicated with. Happily, by
grace, God chooses some sinners (John 15:16) to be
His friends - Abraham for example (Isa. 41:8) - and
a new birth brings us into a new relationship. We are
accepted by God, and this only in Christ (Eph. 1:6). God
accepts us in Christ despite our blemishes and failings.
He will be faithful on His side, right to the end, because
of our standing in Christ. But there are obligations on
our side, which are marks of our friendship.

Marks of Friendship

A true friend of Christ desires conformity to Him
(which is God’s purpose - Rom. 8:29). To have faith
is to begin to desire to have a like-mindedness with
Christ (Phil. 2:5). To be in harmony with Christ is to
have communion with Him, in friendship (John 15:14).
His is a commanding friendship: we are not equal
parties (as many seem to wrongly think). It is not a
mark of friendship to contradict Christ regarding the
doctrine, worship and practice which He commands
and approves. Disobedience is unfriendly.

David was a true friend of Christ, and he prayed,
“Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for
therein do [ delight” (Ps. 119:35). The language of true
friends is shown in Psalm 119, and sinners should look
into this Word-mirror to see where they stand. Friends
stand together with the same aims, but to contradict
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what Christ says is to turn your back on Him (John
6:60,61).

Misunderstandings

Sometimes a strain is put upon a relationship, due
to a misunderstanding. It is either due to faulty
communication on one side, or a limited or biased
apprehension on the other. However, it may, on our
part, be a misunderstanding of motive. For example,
Christ may be giving us advice which we don’t want to
hear! It is being given for our good, but our selfishness
and self-esteem resist it. Our usual response with our
earthly friends is, “He doesn’t understand me”, or, “She
doesn’t know what I'm going through”. But this cannot
be validly said about God. Faithful are the wounds of
this Friend” (Prov. 27:6). He never flatters us.

We must not try to make the Lord agree with
us all the time. On the contrary, we must be willing
to be moulded by Him (Rom. 12:2; Phil. 2:5). To be
transformed in this friendship with Christ must mean
going through changes. God knows that in order for
us to deepen and develop in this friendship, we need
to change something in our thinking, and it is for our
good. We must affirm that He does understand us, and
knows how difficult it is for us to be humble and obey
His instructions. The problem in this friendship is not
on His side, but on ours. How we need humility, and
what patience He shows us! A true friend of Christ
desires correction from Him, and dreads to be left to his
own unaided mind. Friends of Christ acknowledge that
changes have to be made. We want to be transformed
in and by this new relationship, and to be like Him. This
is a work done by the Holy Spirit in us (2 Cor. 3:18).

Christ is the only Constant and Reliable Friend
Jesus is closer to us than anyone else (Prov. 18:24).
He loves “at all times” (Prov. 17:17), and especially
in hard times, when other friends are hard to find (2
Tim. 4:16). He is a true confidant: there are secrets
between the two of you (Prov. 11:13). He is always
reliable, always there, the best Listener, an infallible
Adviser, always available, always seeking your best
interests. He always understands you (including when
you yourself don’t), and He will be there at the end to
carry you across “the river that has no bridge”. What a
Friend we have in Jesus! M
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DOCTRINE

REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

“Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among
thy people” (Leviticus 19:16)

VIII a shocking story about Thomas Cranmer. It

was that Cranmer, as archbishop, “was enriching
his family while being niggardly with everyone else”.
Henry was unfazed. He heard what was said but made
no reply, as if he were indifferent. However, he knew
that what Seymour said was untrue. A few days later,
Henry sent Seymour on an errand to Cranmer at
Lambeth, knowing that he would arrive at “lunch time”.

When Seymour arrived, the gentry and dignitaries
of London were gathered together, sitting at a lavish
table where a four-course meal was set, which,
incidentally, was paid for by Cranmer himself. It was
his daily practice to do so as archbishop. Seymour
couldn’t see Cranmer, and asked one of the stewards
where he was. He was taken to an adjoining room
where the poor of London were gathered. And there,
seated amongst them, was Cranmer, eating what they
ate and using the same utensils. He was as they were.
When Seymour returned, Henry asked, “Well, dined
you not with my Lord?” Seymour knew what he meant
and hastily apologised.

We shall return to this later. Meanwhile, we note
that gossip, though a hateful thing, is attractive to
many.

In 1538, Sir Thomas Seymour rushed to tell Henry

1. The Bible and Gossip
The word ‘gossip’ is not in our English Bible but there
are synonyms relating to it. In Leviticus 19:16, the term
‘talebearer’ is used. The context is striking. The Lord
has told Moses to say to the children of Israel, “Ye shall
be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy”. There then
follow various laws, including the injunction against
talebearing, which shows us that holiness includes
how we use our tongues. The Hebrew word translated
‘talebearer’ is also rendered ‘slanders’ (Jer. 6:28).
Heading the list of the requirements for holiness
in Leviticus chapter 19 are the fifth and fourth
commandments (v.3). This indicates that holiness
begins in the home and works itself out into society,
which is where gossip is rife. A mark then of gospel
holiness is rejecting gossip.

2. Defining Gossip
The Bible doesn’t give any specific definition of ‘gossip".
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It does, however, describe ‘gossipers’, or people who
gossip, and this enables us to understand gossip itself.

First, as we have seen already, a gossiper is a
talebearer. He is a person who carries tales to other
people (Ezek. 22:9). We see that gossip is usually
negative in content. Second, a gossiper is a whisperer.
He is someone who talks behind the backs of others.
Third, a gossiper is foolish. This may seem an unusual
term to use, yet Solomon says, “A fool uttereth all his
mind” (Prov. 29:11); the gossiper lacks discretion, and
blabbers, whereas the wise and prudent man conceals
matters until an appropriate time.

But what is gossiped? “A talebearer revealeth
secrets” (Prov. 11:13). In other words, he betrays
confidences of every kind.

3. The Effects of Gossip

There are three consequences of gossip. First, it
divides. “A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer
separateth chief friends” (Prov. 16:28). Second, it
injures. “The words of the talebearer are as wounds,
and they go down into the innermost parts of the
belly” (Prov. 18:8). The words wound because of what
follows. The idea is of eating something tasty that turns
out to be nasty, and poisons the stomach.

Third, gossip delights in the worst things. Psalm
41:5-8 describes those who visit the sick, supposedly
to sympathise with them. Yet, when these visitors
leave the home they spread abroad the most foul and
outrageous rumours - which apparently must be true
because they came from the house itself. They claim
that the patient is suffering from a dreadful disease
and is likely to die, neither of which is actually true.

4. What are we to Make of This?

Four things are worthy of mention:

(i) Laws against gossip. Although not many are aware
of it, there is a history to this subject. King Alfred
(c.849-99) passed the first English law against it,
with the penalty of having the tongue cut off. Under
Henry II, it became an ecclesiastical offence, in that
Ecclesiastical Courts were to investigate and discipline
the offender. Plays were written about gossip. One
such was by Samuel Rowland, who in 1619 wrote Tis
Merry When Gossips Meet, about six women who meet
to complain about their husbands. On a more serious
note, Puritan ministers such as William Gouge (1575-
1653) and Daniel Rogers (1573-1652) warned of the
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dangers caused by gossip. It could lead to prosecution,
discipline, and even excommunication, along with
fines and loss of reputation.

A necessary stating of facts or a welcome sharing of
positive news is not gossip. Very often, gossip involves
revealing the sins of other people, and that from a bad
heart and out of a bad motive. According to Charles
Spurgeon, gossip hurts several people. “Tale-bearing
emits a threefold poison; for it injures the teller, the
hearer, and the person concerning whom the tale is
told. Whether the report be true or false, we are by
this precept of God’s Word forbidden to spread it.
The reputations of the Lord’s people should be very
precious in our sight..Many glory in pulling down their
brethren, as if thereby they raised themselves. Noah's
wise sons cast a mantle over their father, and he who
exposed him earned a fearful curse.”

(ii) Sifting gossip. 1t is possible to deal practically
with gossip. The ‘three sieves’ are worth keeping in
mind. Although the matter cannot be substantiated,
it is said that a man came to the Greek philosopher
Socrates (c.470-399BC) and asked him if he wanted
to know what he had heard about a friend of his.
Socrates told the man that, before he would listen to
him, he would like to pass what the man intended to
say to him through three ‘sieves’. Socrates then asked
the man three questions. First, he asked whether what
he wanted to tell him was true. The man replied, “No,
[ just heard it from somebody else”. Then he asked the
man whether what he wanted to tell him was good. The
man replied, “No, on the contrary”. Finally he asked the
man whether what he wanted to tell him was useful.
The man replied, “Not really”. Socrates then said to the
man, “If what you want to tell me regarding my friend
is neither true, nor good, nor useful, why do you want
to tell me it?”

(iii) The ninth commandment. The Heidelberg
Catechism (1563) asks in Question 112, “What is
required in the ninth commandment?” and gives this
helpful answer: “That I bear false witness against
no man nor falsify any man’s words; that I be no
backbiter nor slanderer; that I do not judge, nor join
in condemning any man rashly or unheard; but that I
avoid all sorts of lies and deceit, as the proper works
of the devil, unless I would bring down upon me the
heavy wrath of God; likewise, that in judgment and all
other dealings I love the truth, speak it uprightly and
confess it; also that I defend and promote, as much
as I am able, the honour and good character of my
neighbour”

(iv) Psalmody and gossip. Not many realise that the
Psalms warn against gossip. Consider the following
verses in their metrical form. “Who doth not slander
with his tongue, not to his friend doth hurt; Nor yet

against his neighbour doth take up an ill report” (Ps.
15:3). “Thy lips refrain from speaking guile, and from
ill words thy tongue” (Ps. 34:13). “I'll cut him off that
slandereth his neighbour privily” (Ps 101:5). The final
example is a prayer for help against the sin of gossip.
“Set, Lord, a watch before my mouth, keep of my lips
the door. My heartincline thou not unto the ills I should
abhor” (Ps. 141:3-4).

“How often a story
is spread without
first seeking to

ascertain the facts

!Il
Postscript

We began with Seymour slandering Cranmer. Why did
he go to all that trouble? He thought that by pulling
down Cranmer he would advance himself with Henry
VIII. What he didn’t realise was that Henry, for all his
faults, was a good judge of people. He knew he could
always trust Cranmer but not Seymour. There was
this difference: Cranmer had integrity and honesty. He
was completely selfless, having no personal ambition
beyond doing his duty to please Christ. Seymour had
no such foundational principle. One further pertinent
point. Seymour took a kindness done by Cranmer and
twisted it into something ugly. Cranmer bought a house
for his sister Alice, who was both poor and single, and
yet his kindness was rewarded with gossip.

How often a story is spread without first seeking
to ascertain the facts! Consider the case of Robert
Bork, a judge nominated to the Supreme Court by
President Ronald Reagan in 1987. Opponents of the
nomination, led by Senator Ted Kennedy, launched a
ferocious assault upon Bork (and Reagan) with the
most outrageous of claims, devoid of truth. The man
who wrote the Brief used by Kennedy was none other
than the relatively unknown Joe Biden. But the attack
went further. Senator Bennett Johnston circulated a
rumour aimed at turning evangelical opinion against
Bork, claiming that he was an agnostic. The rumour
worked, even though it was false. Bork was at that time
a Presbyterian. In 2012, the New York Post revealed
that a whispering campaign was run against Bork
in order to stop the nomination. In this case, gossip,
talebearing and whispering worked.

Let us all heed the warning of the Puritan Thomas
Watson. “We must not only not raise a false report, but
not take it up. He that raises a slander, carries the devil
in his tongue; and he that receives it, carries the devil
in his ear”.
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“For we are not as many, who corrupt the word of God”
(2 Cor. 2:17)

as God preserved the genuine New Testament
H text or not? This is an important question. If He

has not, then the integrity of the text becomes
doubtful, and the infallibility and authority of the text
become doubtful too. It is thus left for fallible critics
to decide what goes into the Bible and what does not.
By contrast, those who subscribe to the Westminster
Confession of Faith agree thatthe Scripturesare inspired
by God and “by his singular care and providence kept
pure in all ages” (1:8).

The New Testament Text Attacked
Contrarytothe Confession,and contrarytothe prooftexts
the Confession cites from the Authorised Version (AV),
modern versions of the Bible have changed some of the
content of the New Testament. Their disagreement with
the Received Text (also known as the Textus Receptus
or TR) rests on two ancient Greek manuscripts. Their
names are Codex Sinaiticus (designated as ‘Aleph’) and
Codex Vaticanus (designated as ‘B’). These manuscripts
were used by the scholars B.F. Westcott (1825-1901)
and EJ.A. Hort (1828-92) to compile their critical text
published in 1881.

Both manuscripts miss out the closing twelve verses of
Mark chapter 16 and most of 1 John 5:7,8. The alterations
have been imported into most modern versions.

Early Greek Manuscripts

Manuscripts containing the Greek text of the whole
New Testament were in continual use by the churches.
During the 300 years in which they were used they
gradually wore out. Further copies were made from
the originals as the centuries went by. Of the pre-400
AD manuscripts, only portions remain. Some of them
contain the disputed verses referred to.

By contrast, the Sinaiticus and Vaticanus manuscripts
were found in very good condition, implying that they
were hardly used by the churches. Vaticanus has been
kept in the Vatican Library since the 15th century; it
is thought to have originated in Egypt. Sinaiticus was
found by the German scholar Tischendorf (1815-74)
in a waste-basket at St Catherine’s Monastery in Egypt.
The probable reason why these manuscripts were not
used is that they have so many errors.

8 | October 2025

. A < .

Disputed Verses quoted in early Christian
Literature
Some well-known early Church Fathers quote the
disputed verses as Scripture in their writings. Justin
Martyr (c.150), Tatian (c.175), Irenaeus (c.180), and
Hippolytus (c.200) quote Mark 16:9-20. Tertullian
(d.220), (Cyprian c.250), and Priscillian (d.385) quote
1 John 5:7,8. Early Bible translations, such as the Latin,
Syrian, Ethiopic, Egyptian, Armenian, most of which
were done pre-400, also contain the disputed verses.
The question arises: How could these verses be quoted
or translated if they did not exist in any manuscripts at
that time?

The Dutch scholar Erasmus (c.1466-1536) included
1 John 5:7,8 in his second edition of the Greek New
Testament because there were too many early witnesses
to it for it to be left out. In this he was followed by Martin
Luther in his German translation of the Bible. Could
these verses have been deliberately omitted from the
Sinaiticus and Vaticanus manuscripts, originating as
they did in an area influenced by Arianism, the chief
heresy denying the deity of Christ, because of the
support these verses give to the doctrine of the Trinity?

The Modern Poison of Subjectivism

Too many follow the biased opinions of a few scholarly
critics, who seem to omitportions ofthe New Testament
almost at will. People have an attraction to novelty. The
AV is based on the full Greek text of the early Apostolic
church, but nearly all modern versions reject this
historic text. The disastrous result is that people today
do not ask, “What does it say in the Bible?”, but, “What
does it say in your version of the Bible?” It is no wonder
that the church has lost its authority when we hear the
words, “It doesn’t say that in my Bible!”

The American Edward F. Hills (1912-81) was a New
Testament text critic who led a 20th century revival of
advocacy for the Received Text. In his book Believing Bible
Study, he explains what moving to Bible versions based
on the ‘Critical Text’ means. “If you use these modern
versions, you never can be sure that you have the true
New Testament text. Even worse, you cannot be sure that
the original New Testament Scriptures were infallibly
inspired. For if God has not preserved these Scriptures
down through the ages by His special providence, why
would He have infallibly inspired them in the first place?”
(Christian Research Press, 1991, p.87) M



PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE REMOVAL OF THE CANDLESTICKS

A

“the seven candlesticks...are the seven churches”
(Revelation 1:20)

“L..will remove thy candlestick...except thou repent”
(Revelation 2:5)

passage is clear: they did not repent. They did

not return to the Word of God in their thinking.
Therefore, they did not have faith, as faith always
repents; repentance is built into saving faith. We are
seeing congregations being removed nowadays, and it
must be for the same reason - there is no repentance.
There is no fault in God; the fault must be in the people.
“Alas, they have sinned away the light, and are fearfully
darkened” (John Trapp).

T hese seven congregationsare nomore! Why? The

Removalis usually preceded by wilful disobedience
and self-indulgence
Problems are mentioned in five of these seven
congregations, especially regarding whatthey tolerated
inside the church. There was an increasing attraction
to a shallower type of Christianity, with a shallower
commitment to God’s revealed will. Conscience was
lulled into a false sense of security, into complacency.
Their trust was in their verbal creed and not in Christ.
But all these congregations have been extinguished
- some sooner than others. They continued faithful
for a few generations, but then generations arose who
wanted to change things; this was the beginning of the
end. God warns us as often as He encourages us in the
Bible, especially in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 2 Peter
and Jude (besides Revelation). Many things are not
believed in the church nowadays because the people
simply don’t want to believe them!

Removal is wusually preceded by disastrous
toleration of what God disapproves

Nicolaitans, Balaamites, Jezebel, idolaters, those of “the
synagogue of Satan” (Rev. 2:9; 3:9), and the “neither
cold nor hot” members (Rev. 3:16), ought to have been
dealt with, but were not. We are told several times in

the New Testament to “come out from among them”.
Sadly, these people were allowed to enter into the
church, bringing their innovations and heresies with
them.

The church had a blind, sentimental toleration for
these new distortions, and had to be warned by the
Lord to get rid of them. We are not told of the church’s
responses, but we see from history that the future for
these seven congregations was not a happy one. Too
many tares can destroy what started off as a good
wheatfield! Tares can also ‘cover up’ the ground.

What about ‘congregations’ which are blatantly
unbiblical in their doctrine, worship and ethics?
They have crowds. Yes, but a genuine, faithful
congregation of God should not be measured by its size
(else the Pope has the numerical advantage!). These
religious-humanism assemblies are simply empty
shells; Christ is not inside with them (Rev. 3:20). We
must remember that the stone temple continued
with services for years after the glory of the Lord had
departed from it.

God has never blessed disobedience to His Word,
and never willl “Why do ye call me Lord, Lord, and
do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46) There can
be no safety in contradicting God as we face the Day
of Judgement. There is no safety in numbers when it
comes to dealing with God. The horror of ecclesiastical
departure from God by innovations is seen simply by
laying the New Testament beside the church of today
and comparing the two. Is there still a resemblance
to the New Testament church in doctrine, worship
and ethics? Or are there more differences than
resemblances?

Ichabod can be written all over the church in
Scotland. Our only recourse is repentance - but will
it happen? A genuine revival would bring repentance,
bring the churches back to the Bible, and to attendance
on the means of grace once again. But how many today
are willing to accept this truth? Who has “an ear to
hear”? W
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REVERENCE

H.P. LIDDON

(Henry Parry Liddon [1829-90] was an English Anglican
theologian and popular preacher. This piece is taken
from The Biblical lllustrator edited by Joseph Exell and
has been abridged and adapted.)

“I fell at his feet as dead” (Revelation 1:17)

everence is not one of the most popular virtues
Rin the church today. (It is usually ridiculed by

saying, “We have to get down to the level of the
people”, but, as Dr Lloyd Jones said, we need to educate
the people up to the level of the Bible.) Many dislike
the word ‘reverence’, because it indicates the greatness
of God and how high He is above us. They also think we
should love God and not fear God. They are mistaken:
the fear of the Lord does not cancel love but sanctifies
it. Who loved Christ more than the apostle John, yet see
how he gives Christ His rightful place in this encounter,
the adoration and the worship.

Reverence is not Something that Belongs only to
the Past

Today’s church is soft, easy-going, passive, unreal,
sentimental. There are some who know quite well
that, if you want to get rid of a doctrine or a virtue,
the best way is boldly to caricature it. As for defining
reverence, itis “the sincere, the practical recognition of
greatness”. And we take greatness in its widest sense.
God’s greatness is that from which all other greatness
proceeds. This greatness demands the deepest
reverence. [t is not the homage which weak minds give
to ecclesiastically-accepted fictions; it would not be a
virtue if it were.

All virtue is based on truth, and reverence is this
sense of truth putinto practice. Reverence is not the foe
of energy. We can only imitate with a good conscience
that which we revere, and reverence stimulates us to
respond to the truth about God in a proper manner.
The man without reverence is the man who can see
no greatness in God which transcends himself. He sees
God as someone in his own image and likeness - a
great mistake (Ps. 50:21). It is truly pitiable to see men
address God as an equal.

Reverence is the Mark of true Christianity
The Bible unveils before the soul of man a Greatness

compared with which all human greatness is

10

insignificance itself. Over everything can be written,
‘God alone is great’. Human nobility is neither constant
nor final; it is flawed and fading. The least that
reverence for God can do in the presence of boundless
Power, Wisdom and Goodness, is to bow every created
faculty before Him. Close contact with God produces
on the soul of man an impression of awe; and this
impression is deep in exact proportion to the closeness
of the contact (Luke 5:8; Rev. 1:17; Isa. 6:1-5).

Reverence is a Test of Faith

We do not see God with our bodily eyes. Faith is a
second sight which does see Him. If a man sees God, he
will behave as it is natural to behave in the presence of
the Almighty. He will be too absorbed to look about at
his fellow-worshippers; too much alive to the greatness
and awfulness of God to care what others think about
himself: he will yield to those instinctive expressions
of reverence which the Creator has implanted in us by
nature and refined and heightened by grace; and he
will find that the reverence of the soul is best secured
when the body, its companion and instrument, is
reverent also.

Reverence Begins from Within

Reverence is the appropriate spiritual response in the
presence of God. This reverence begins from within,
in the soul. It cannot be learned as a code of outward
conduct. To act and speak reverently, a man must feel
reverently; and if he is to feel reverently, he must see our
Lord.Ifhe feels whatitis to be in God’s presence, to speak
to Him, to ask Him to do this or that, to promise Him
to attempt this or that, then the appropriate outward
behaviour will follow. Any other response indicates
mere natural feelings and absence of awareness of God;
it is to live, worship and die without God.

Reverence is Compatible with Love

If men ‘see’ God by faith, they will behave accordingly.
We worship Him with a feeling of lowly awe at the
nearness of the Most Holy, before whom angels veil
their faces. Reverence is perfectly compatible with
love, and the one does not exist without the other!
It is the salt which preserves the purity of affection,
without impairing its intensity. God requires the best
love of our hearts, and preserves it from corruption by
requiring also the safeguard of reverence.



YOUTH FOCUS

“And Joash did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest”
(2 Chronicles 24:2)

Influence’, we considered how the boy king Joash

was blessed by the godly influence of his uncle,
Jehoiada the priest. The question now arises, How will
Joash live when this godly influence is removed from
his life? How will he stand up to the temptation that
accompanies the removal of a godly influence from
a young person’s life? If you can remember, our text
warns us against the danger of only living right before
God and men when a godly influence is present in our
lives.

Did Joash remember this godly influence with
gratitude? Or did he forget it in a denial of the blessing
Jehoiada was in his life?

In our previous article, ‘Living with a Godly

Jehoiada the Priest Dies

Scripture never allows us to forget that we will all one
day die. Even the godly, who are an influence for good
and who may live long in this world, must die. Jehoiada
the priest lived for a hundred and thirty years and did
good in Israel toward God and His cause (v.15). He
was ready to die. We learn how great a godly influence
Jehoiada was in that he was honoured in being buried
among the kings in the city of David. If this man’s
influence was felt throughout the kingdom, how much
more was it felt by one so near of kin, one he took care
to preserve and teach! Do you value the godly influence
in your life? I encourage you to cherish it, to appreciate
it and be thankful for it, for you know not when it shall
be removed from you.

Joash Forgets Jehoiada

Sadly, it did not take long for Joash to forget the godly
influence of Jehoiada. It should also be noted that Joash
was by now no longer a young boy but a mature man.
[ think this fact heightens the danger this temptation
has for us all. The Scripture narrative stresses to us the
immediacy of this temptation once a godly influence
has been removed (v.17). In what ways did king Joash
forget Jehoiada?

Wicked influences
The princes of Judah immediately sought to influence
Joash away from the worship of God’s house. It is

amazing to note that the tool they used to influence
the king was “obeisance”, meaning flattery. Joash
should have been wise and seen through the ulterior
motives of these wicked advisers. How easily we can
be influenced by a little praise and flattery from men!
This wicked influence caused Joash to forsake the
true worship of the true God (v.18). He invited God'’s
judgement by worshipping idols. The following words
regarding the king and the princes serve as a warning
to all the covenant children, teenagers and young adults
in our own denomination: And they left the house of
the Lord God of their fathers...” (v.18). This move was
disastrous for Joash and Judah. It was the first step
in a downward spiral that clearly demonstrated that
the godly influence of Jehoiada had died with him.
The simple lesson is, be careful not to replace a godly
influence with a wicked influence. It never ends well!

Rejection of God’s word

The Lord was gracious to Joash, even after the forsaking
of the house of his fathers and its true worship. The
Lord graciously sent prophets to the king and the
princes (v.19). This was no strange word to Joash but
rather a word to remind him of the godly influence
of Jehoiada. Yet he would not listen! In forgetting the
godly influence of Jehoiada, Joash would not give his
ear to that word which is the pattern for any godly
influence.

We note this especially in the Lord raising up the
son of Jehoiada to preach to one who was no stranger
to him (v.20). The Lord poured His Spirit upon
Zechariah and sent him with a word of rebuke and
judgement. The depths of sin that one who forgets any
godly influence can fall into is evident in the fearful sin
of Joash that followed. “Joash the king remembered not
the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him,
but slew his son” (v.22). The Lord will forsake the one
who wilfully forsakes Him.

The Lesson

Have we all noted the temptation? Have we all noted
the danger? What have we all learned? Let the main
lesson be that Joash had a wonderful godly influence
in Jehoiada, but he didn’t have Jehoiada’s Saviour. Let
us truly cherish every godly influence by cherishing
Jesus Christ, who is the source of such influence. Then,
if and when a godly influence is removed from us, the
Saviour will remain with us!
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CHURCH NEWS

Stornoway Induction (Rev. David M. Blunt)
n a calm evening on Wednesday 3rd September,
O a sizeable congregation met in Stornoway
Free Church (Continuing) for the Ordination
and Induction of Rev. Alan Blaney to the Stornoway
Congregation.

Public worship was conducted by Rev. Raymond
Kemp (Scalpay), Moderator of the Presbytery of the Outer
Hebrides, who preached an instructive and encouraging
sermon from Zechariah 6:12-13, focusing on “the man
whose name is The BRANCH’. Mr Kemp spoke on Christ’s
Name, Work and Offices. He said that Christbuilds the true
temple of the Lord, which is the church. He is pleased to
make use of ministers, who are poor; feeble instruments
in themselves. The spiritual temple is built with living
stones - people who rest by faith upon the foundation of
Christ’s death for sinners. Christ is uniquely Priest and
King, and also Prophet: we can be sure that the preaching
of the Word will be blessed by the Spiritand so the church
will be built, even in difficult times. God’s word shall not
return to Him void (Isa. 55:11).

Following worship, the Presbytery proceeded
with the Ordination and Induction. The following
ministers were associated with the Presbytery: Rev.
Maurice Roberts (Rtd), Rev. John Macleod (Rtd),
Rev. Murdo Maclver (Inverness) from the Northern
Presbytery; Rev. David Fraser (Rtd) from the Southern
Presbytery. Mr Kemp then addressed to Mr Blaney the
Questions appointed by Act of Assembly to be asked of
Probationers before Ordination. Satisfactory answers
having been given, Mr Blaney signed the Formula in
the presence of the congregation. Then, in the name
of Christ and by the authority of the Presbytery, and
with the laying on of hands by the ministers of the
Presbytery, Mr Kemp engaged in prayer and ordained
Mr Blaney to the office of the holy ministry, and
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inducted him to the pastoral charge of Stornoway. Mr
Kemp and the other members of Presbytery gave Mr
Blaney the right hand of fellowship.

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald (Rtd) then addressed
the newly-inducted minister from 1 Peter 5:1-3. He
emphasised that preparation for preaching must be a
priority. He reminded Mr Blaney that the congregation
are first and foremost God’s people and that he
should strive to be the example of what he wanted
his congregation to be. Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross)
addressed the congregation from Romans 1:7. He said
that believers are the “beloved of God”, and that the
ministry is the primary means for bringing about our
calling to be saints, enjoying the blessings of grace and
peace. The proceedings were then brought to a close
with the singing of the last four stanzas of Psalm 72
and the pronouncing of the Benediction.

The congregation were able to greet their new
Minister, his wife Naomi, and their children Abigail,
Benjamin, and Bethany, at the reception in the
Cabarfeidh Hotel. After refreshments had been enjoyed,
Mr Kemp read greetings to the Blaneys sent by various
congregations and individuals. This was followed by
presentations: first by Mr Donald Macdonald (Session
Clerk) to Mr Blaney, then by Mrs Chrissie Maclean to
Mrs Blaney, next by Mr Mark Macdonald (Sabbath
School Superintendent) to the Blaney children, and
finally by Mr Colin Crichton (Elder) to Rev. Raymond
Kemp for his duties as Interim-Moderator.

Mr Blaney invited four men to speak: Mr Kevin
N. MacDonald (Divinity Student); Mr Fabien Garat
(Divinity Student); Mr Alan Mackenzie (Deacon); Rev.
Greg MacDonald. The evening closed with worship
conducted by Mr Blaney:.

The settlement ends the vacancy which began with
the translation of Rev. Graeme Craig to Ayr on 22nd
November 2019. We pray that the Lord will bless the
new ministry and make it fruitful in the sanctifying of
His people and the saving of sinners who are as yet
outside of Christ.

USA Family Conference (Rev. James Maclnnes)
he annual Family Conference of the United States
I Presbytery was held once again at Bluegrass
Christian Camp near Lexington, Kentucky. It
was attended by over 430 individuals, some of whom
had travelled a significant distance to be present.
Nobleford in Alberta, Canada, where Rev. William
Macleod is providing supply for twelve months, is
more than 24-hours’ drive away. Dallas, Texas, is 14
hours of driving. With the exception of Nuevo Laredo
in Mexico, every congregation and preaching station in



CHURCH NEWS

—
Some of the speakers and
attendees at the Conference §

the Presbytery was represented. The Conference ran
from Monday 4th August to Friday 8th August.

I had been invited to attend and delivered four
addressesfromthebookof]Jonah. The overalltheme was
‘Sovereignty, Salvation, & Selfishness?’ I deliberately
included a question mark in the title, because the book
of Jonah concludes with an unanswered question.
Although it is addressed to Jonah, the need for an
answer presses upon each believer. Is the focus of your
life one of submission and service, or has self-interest
taken over?

It was an encouraging experience to speak to a
large and attentive gathering. Each minister from the
US Presbytery also spoke, and there were conference
addresses each morning and evening. Afternoons
were set aside for family time, with activities such
as high ropes, kayaking, and swimming available on
the campsite. After the evening address there was
an organised activity for teenagers. At one session
[ sought to teach the very competitive group of boys
and girls how to lower a hula hoop to the ground -
surprisingly difficult to achieve as a team event!

Rev. Robert McCurley (Greenville, South Carolina)
spoke on ‘Joy’. His five headings were: (1) the Substance
of Joy; (2) the Source of Joy; (3) Sustaining Joy; (4) the
Strength of Joy; (5) the Summit of Joy - which is the
Christian’s present anticipation, and future experience
of, being in the Lord’s presence in heaven.

Rev. Gavin Beers (Burlington, North Carolina)
gave a historical address on ‘John Knox’s View of
Civil Government. He concluded with five practical

applications: (1) make sure your political views are
Biblical; (2) face the realities of your day without
losing sight of the ideal; (3) don’t over emphasise
issues that don’t immediately relate to salvation; (4)
don’t under emphasise clear biblical teaching; (5) pray
for the reformation of both church and state.

2025 is the 1700th anniversary of the Council
of Nicaea, which marked a clear development in
the church’s articulation of the Biblical teaching on
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Rev. Craig Scott
(Greenville, Texas) spoke on ‘The Doctrine of the
Trinity’. He helpfully expressed how this central tenet
of the faith is foundational for every doctrine.

Rev. Romesh Prakashpalan (Fredericksburg,
Virginia) addressed the young (and old) with a number
of lessons drawn from 1 Kings 12, when Rehoboam,
Solomon’s son, refused the counsel of the old men
who had served with his father. Rehoboam preferred
the counsel of the young men who had grown up with
him - and consequently the largest part of his kingdom
rebelled against him, and the nation was divided. One
timely exhortation was to the need to seek out godly
counsellors, and to be humble to learn.

Rev. Logan Shelton (Opelika, Alabama) preached
the evangelistic sermon. Annually, in turn, the various
members of the presbytery are appointed to this
responsibility, held on the evening of the final full day.
The text was Romans 7:1-7 and the congregation were
challenged to consider the consequences of being
under the tyrannical dominion of the law, and the joy
of being set free and united to Jesus Christ by faith.
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CHURCH NEWS

Rev. Jonathan Mattull (St. Louis, Missouri) had
originally been expected to speak on ‘Conscience’,
but events at the Conference dictated a change in the
programme. An account of these events will be found
in the Missions section of this issue.

There was an excellent bookstall containing the
books published by Grange Press, and a wide range
of second-hand books. Plans for the 2026 Family
Conference include the use of a new larger venue.

The Conference addresses are published on
YouTube and can be found by searching under ‘2025
FCC Family Conference’.

Southern Presbytery Family Conference
(Rev. Andrew Allan)
he 4th Free Southern Presbytery Family
I Conference is due to take place on Saturday 29th
November 2025 (D.V.). The speaker expected
is Rev. David Campbell of North Preston Evangelical
Church, who will speak on the theme ‘A Beautiful
Christian Life Outlined and Identified".

The first message will be an exposition of the Fruit
of the Spirit. The second message will be a biographical
sketch of James Gilmour of Mongolia. The story of
James Gilmour has a Glasgow side to it, is full of human
interest and has an appeal to young and old alike.

The venue for this popular annual conference is
Partick Free Church (Continuing), 2-4 Thornwood
Terrace, Glasgow G11 7QZ. It begins at 11.00am and
finishes around 4.00pm. A light lunch will be provided
and there will be a Psalmody Session and a bookstall.
There will be Q&A sessions after each message, along
with plenty of time for fellowship.

All are most welcome.

Bringing the Bible to Mongolia
(TBS Media Newsletter)
Location: Mongolia

Speakers: 5,000,000

Project Status: Bible

Christian Population: 2.5%

ongolian, the official language of Mongolia, is
M spoken by five million people and primarily

uses the Cyrillic script, although a traditional
Mongolian script is also used. The Cyrillic script is used
in Mongolia and Russia, whereas the traditional script
(which is written vertically) is used in Mongolia and
China. The language belongs to the Mongolic language
family and is known for its complexity.

Despite over half of Mongolians identifying as
Buddhist or Muslim, Christianity is growing at a rapid
rate in Mongolia, considering that there were only four
known believers in 1992. It is estimated that there
are about 35,000 evangelical Christians in Mongolia.
Although there is opposition on the family level, the
government allows freedom of religion.

Since 2009 TBS has partnered with Dr Charles
Keen (assisted by other American Independent
Baptists) to prepare a new edition of the Mongolian
Bible translated directly from the Greek Received and
Hebrew Masoretic Texts. The first edition of the New
Testament was published in 2017 but is being lightly
revised to improve some of the phrasing. The Old
Testament has been drafted with 20% finalised. We are
eagerly anticipating the completion of the translation
in 2027.

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of
the Great Company of Publishers for the Old Testament
portion of this project. The Society funds the revision
work on the New Testament which is ongoing.

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah
45:22).

How to pray for this project:

e Pray for the translators as they endeavour to
produce a faithful and accurate translation of God’s
Holy Word in Mongolian.

e Pray for the Gospel to reach the hearts of
Mongolians and that they would be brought to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Quote

@ d W amborn for God only. Christis nearer to me than
Ifather, or mother, or sister — a nearer relation

- a more affectionate friend: and I rejoice to

follow him and to love him. Blessed Jesus! Thou art all I

want - a forerunner to me in all [ ever shall go through,

as a Christian - minister - or missionary.”

Henry Martyn

Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church.
A helpful information leaflet is available on
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or
email:




MISSIONS

MISSIONARY TO LATIN AMERICA

the Presbytery of the United States are so large

that the annual Family Conference provides a
convenient opportunity for the Presbytery to meet and
conduct business. One item of business was a call from
the Presbytery to Rev. Brent Evans (Atlanta, Georgia)
to accept the role of ‘missionary church planter to
Latin America’.

The distances that separate the congregations in

Call Accepted

Latin America is a vast area, spanning more than one
continent. The expectation of the Presbytery is that the
missionary will begin with six months in the preaching
station of Nuevo Laredo in Mexico. Thereafter there
will be a reassessment, in consultation with the
Presbytery, of what openings the Lord may be giving.
The Presbytery was unanimous that the call should be
presented to Mr Evans.

When Mr Greenwald, the senior elder from Atlanta,
was given the opportunity to present an argument for
retaining Mr Evans in his present charge of Atlanta, he
declined to do so. He spoke very highly of Mr Evans
and acknowledged that it would be a huge loss for the
congregation to be deprived of his ministry. However,
because there was such a clear indication of the Lord’s
leading in the matter, the Kirk Session were unwilling to
oppose the call. When the call was formally presented
to Mr Evans, he responded: “Here am [; send me”.

Induction Service

As a consequence of this acceptance, an induction
service was set for the following morning. Rev.
Jonathan Mattull (St. Louis, Missouri), as Moderator of
Presbytery, was appointed to preach and preside. Mr
Mattull preached very helpfully on the words, “Then
said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).
His three points were: (1) Those who are sent are
blessed by Christ; (2) Those who are sent are modelled
by Christ; (3) Those that are sent are sent by Christ.
Faced with the temptation to fear all the possible
difficulties, he cautioned Mr Evans - don’t consider the
cartels, consider Christ. Later, when giving advice to the
Conference, Mr Mattull emphasised the importance of
not placing sensitive information about this missionary
work on social media. “Don’t post, pray!”

REV. JAMES MACINNES

It was therefore fitting that the final address at
the Conference was given by Mr Evans, appropriately
on the topic of ‘Praying for your Missionary’ Those
today who are without the gospel have a providential
dependence upon those who are saved to pray for
them: the dead in sin can’t pray for themselves. The
Lord’s people have a mutual dependence to pray for
one another. Helpfully, Mr Evans emphasised that the
likelihood of a person’s occasional failure to pray does
not take away from the significance of prayer. The need
is to repent and to return to prayer.

New Preaching Station

Other business at the Presbytery meeting included the
setting up of a new preaching station in Philadelphia.
This will come under the supervision of the nearest
settled congregation, which 1is Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Increasingly the Family Conference has been
attended by people from places in the USA where
there is presently no FC(C) ministry. When these
contacts come from the same area the Presbytery has
investigated the potential for establishing a preaching
station.

Please pray for the ministers of the Presbytery, the
congregations, the preaching stations, and the new
mission work to Latin America. Pray for the newly
vacant congregation in Atlanta, and the men preparing
for the ministry. Ask the Lord to guide the Evans family
as they make plans to relocate and establish their
home in a new country. M
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MAN'’S ORIGIN

Scripture has the true account
here is an article on the BBC website (bbc.co.uk)
I by Pallab Ghosh entitled ‘Million-year-old skull
rewrites human evolution, scientists claim’ (25
September). The skull was found in Hubei Province, China,
and was analysed by a team which included scientists
from Fudan University in Shanghai and the UK’s Natural
History Museum. Ghosh says that the researchers are
claiming that the find suggests that “our species, Homo
sapiens, began to emerge at least half a million years
earlier than we thought”, and also shows that “we co-
existed with other sister species, including Neanderthals,
for much longer than we’ve come to believe”.

Ghosh also says that “the scientists claim their
analysis ‘totally changes’ our understanding of human
evolution and, if correct, it would certainly rewrite
a key early chapter in our history”. The evolutionary
theory of man’s origin being speculative rather than
truly scientific, it needs to be rewritten quite often.
The great problem, however, is that the evolutionary
theory itself is an attempt to rewrite the key early
chapter in our history - Genesis chapter 1.

Evolution needs aeons in order to perform its
presumed work. Yet, according to biblical chronology,
everything was created around six thousand years
ago, and therefore the earth is ‘young. While what
was created had the appearance of age, God made
every component of it instantly. It was the same when
Christ turned water into wine (John 2:1-11). The book
of Genesis, which is actual history, limits the creation
period to six literal days, defined by “the evening and
the morning” - a fact confirmed by the terms of the
fourth commandment (Exod. 20:8-11).

During that period God created the heaven and the
earth and everything else. On the first day the earth
was “without form, and void” (Gen. 1:2). By the sixth
day God had produced habitats containing an amazing
range of kinds of life, each one distinct but having the
potential for variety within itself. Man was God’s final
creation, made male and female and “in his own image”,
with dominion over the other creatures (Gen. 1:27,28).
We are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:14),
having a soul as well as a body (Gen. 2:7). Our first
parents began as adults, with no history of development.

There are profound consequences when the biblical
accountof creation is rejected. We no longer understand
our world or our purpose in it. May the Lord restore
to our society the understanding that Augustine had:
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is
restless until it finds its rest in thee.” M

16 | October 2025

THE HEART OF THE MATTER

The moral roots of violence

nthewake ofviolentacts-whetherinwar, terrorism,
Ior lone-wolf attacks, as with the recent murder

of Charlie Kirk, an outspoken Christian political
activist - such acts generate heated debates about
weapons, political blame, and judicial consequences.
But, as the creationist Ken Ham recently pointed out,
the root of the problem is deeper than guns, knives, or
rockets. It is man’s heart, which is “deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9).

This biblical truth offers a sobering clarity.
Instruments of violence do not act of their own accord.
Theyare wielded by individuals making terrible choices
- driven by pride, hatred, ideology, or vengeance. The
problem is fundamentally internal, and no amount of
legislation or disarmament can solve it.

Some will ask: Why would God allow such things
to happen? Ken Ham'’s answer, grounded in Christian
doctrine, is that God, who sees the end from the
beginning, sometimes allows evil acts for purposes we
cannot yet see - but ultimately brings good from them.
This is not to excuse injustice. It is to affirm that in a
fallen world, God’s providence is still at work, even in
the shadows.

This perspective should challenge us. In an era
where disagreement quickly turns to dehumanisation,
and political opponents are branded with apocalyptic
language - “fascist”, “Nazi”, “genocidal” - the slide
from speech to violence is tragically predictable. Such
rhetoric doesn’t stay rhetorical; it emboldens the
unstable and radicalises the fringe.

Scripture offers a precedent for holding people
morally responsible, not just for what they do but for
what they cause. David did not personally kill Uriah, yet
Nathandeclared, “Thouartthe man” (2 Sam. 12:7). David
orchestrated the circumstances of Uriah’s death and
God held him accountable. That principle still applies
today. When commentators, politicians, or activists stir
hatred - even indirectly - they do not get to walk away
clean when that hatred erupts into bloodshed.

This isn’t merely about one incident. It's about a
culture losing its moral compass and forgetting the
weight of words. It's recognising that what is broken
in society cannot be fixed by laws or policies alone.
Ultimately the problem is spiritual. Christians are
called, not only to denounce evil, but to proclaim the
solution: the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Only when lives are
transformed by God’s grace can true peace - within and
without - be known. The conversation must continue,
but let it centre on the Saviour who changes hearts. &



CHURCH HISTORY

he second article in our series considering
I some ‘letters of note’ concerns a very important
subject. In the first four centuries after the
Apostles there were several theological controversies
within the Church. One controversy involved the Son
of God. In what sense is Jesus divine? In what sense
is he human? How do these two things fit together?
Another controversy involved the Trinity. If the Father
is God, and the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God,
does this mean that there are three Gods?

This question concerning the Trinity was a source of
trouble for a certain Ablabius, who, in around 380 AD,
sought help by writing to Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-94),
a ‘church father’ and older brother of Basil of Caesarea.

Understanding the Godhead

Gregory’s response, which shows us how we should
understand the Godhead, has become the stuff of
legend. Its short title is ‘Not Three Gods’ and the full
text is found in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers (Series
II, Volume 5, first published in 1893), edited by the
church historian Philip Schaff and others. What can we
learn from it?

Gregory acknowledges that the question put by
Ablabius is “no small one, nor such that but small harm
will follow if it meets with insufficient treatment”. The
substance of the question is: “Peter, James, and John,
being in one human nature, are called three men...how
is it that..we are in some sense at variance with our
confession, when we say that the Godhead of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost is one, and yet
forbid men to say ‘there are three Gods’?”

Gregory acknowledges that the question is very
difficult to deal with. Yet, “if we should be able to find
anything that may give support to the uncertainty of
our mind, so that it may no longer totter and waver in
this monstrous dilemma, it would be well”.

Gregory’s Reasoning

In his answer, Gregory explains why we cannot simply
take the truth concerning Peter, James, and John and
apply it to the Trinity. Gregory then traces out the
truth. Simplified and modified, his answer is:

“NOT THREE GODS”

GREGORY 'ON-THE TRINITY

—= wmgmu#

—

(1) In our ordinary language we have singular and
plural. The word ‘man’ becomes ‘men’, and ‘nature’
becomes ‘natures’. It is at this point that we adapt our
address to suit whoever we are talking to. We do not say
to someone, “Hello, man” - otherwise everyone within
earshot would think we were speaking to them. Rather,
we use a designation specific to the individual. We say,
“Hello, John”, separating John from the others present
by using his distinctive name. Gregory considers two
men, Luke and Stephen. Each of them is a man, but we
do not say that if anyone is a man he is therefore Luke
or Stephen. That would be foolish, because there are
millions of men in the world who are not called Luke or
Stephen. The idea of ‘personhood’ acknowledges that
each individual has an identity that is distinct from all
other individuals.

(2) We often attribute a singular term to a plural
existence. A parliament is one institution, but it is made
up of many individuals. This is true in terms of how we
think about things and speak about things, yet it has a
serious flaw within it. We cannot apply an analogy like
this literally to God. We cannot simply draw a line from
us to God.

(3) Having considered how we use language, what
can we say about God? When we speak about God, we
must be careful how we do so, for God is unique. The
immediate matter that concerns us when we are to say
something about God is whether we are referring to
the Divine essence or to one of the persons within the
Trinity. How do we know?

If something relating to God is attributed to a
particular person in the Trinity, we search Scripture to
see if in other places it is also attributed to the other
two persons. If it is, then we can be sure that this is
an attribute belonging to the Divine essence. To take a
simple example. Scripture attributes the act of seeing
equally to the three persons of the Trinity. David says
to the Lord, “Behold, O God our shield” (Ps. 84:9); Jesus
knows or ‘sees’ men’s thoughts (Matt. 9:4); and Peter
says to Ananias, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart,
to lie to the Holy Ghost?” (Acts 5:3), showing that the
Holy Spirit was a true witness. Thus, the Father is God,
the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. Yet, while the
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three persons all ‘see’, this ‘seeing’ is not a triple act.
God, as Father, Son, and Spirit, sees in a single act of the
one God.

(4) It is essential that we confess the
incomprehensibility of God. Our reflections upon God
must never lead us to think that by our definitions we
somehow encompass God. Just because we have given
thought to the Being of God does not mean that we
have understood his essence. We never will, because
the object of our search is quite beyond us finite
creatures (Job 11:7-9). We need to take the position of
reverence, and, where necessary, silence.

In a previous work entitled Against Eunomius,
Gregory wrote: “The simplicity of the True Faith assumes
God to be that which He is, viz.,, incapable of being
grasped by any term, or any idea, or any other device of
our apprehension, remaining beyond the reach not only
of human but of the angelic and of all supramundane
intelligence [i.e., knowledge that transcends this world],
unthinkable, unutterable, above all expression in words,
having but one name that can represent his proper
nature, the single name of being Above every name’”
What does this awesome description mean for us?
That the Godhead is “invisible, incorporeal, intangible,
formless”.

(5) Although particular acts are ascribed to one
person, this does not mean the other two persons are
not involved. Thus, the Son became incarnate, yet the
incarnation is the work of all three persons. Gregory
explains it this way: “But in the case of the Divine nature
we do not similarly learn that the Father does anything
by Himself in which the Son does not work conjointly,
or again that the Son has any special operation apart
from the Holy Spirit; but every operation which extends
from God to the Creation, and is named according to our
variable conceptions of it, has its origin from the Father,
and proceeds through the Son, and is perfected in the
Holy Spirit.”

So, the persons of the Trinity work conjointly. There
is a unity and inseparability in the works of God. For
example, we do not say that there are three givers of
life. Rather, the one God in three persons gives life.
Another example is God’s goodness. We do not say that
there are three good Beings. We say that there is one
God who is good as Father, Son, and Spirit.

(6) There is the example of the Day of Judgement. We
read on the one hand that God is “the Judge of all the
earth” (Gen. 18:25), and on the other hand that “the
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment

unto the Son” (John 5:22). When we remember that the
Father works through the Son, we realise that this is not
a contradiction. Judgement is the act of the one God: itis
immediately exercised by the Son, and the judgement of
the Son is conformed to the will of the Father. So there
are not two judges (with the Holy Spirit excluded from
judgement), but the judgement is done by all three
persons through the Son.

(7) This same principle is seen in salvation. No one
argues that the Son does not save sinners. Nor does
anyone object that no one truly believes without the
prior work of the Holy Spirit. But we do not thereby say
that three Gods saved us. All three persons are directly
involved in our salvation, even though Scripture
attributes a specific work to each person. The Father
gave a people to the Son, the Son came to redeem
them, and the Spirit applies this redemption to them.
Salvation is the work of the three persons conjointly.

“There is a unity and
inseparability in the
works of God.”

The Limits of Language

In all that we have said, we sense the limits of our
language. When we say that God is infinite, we simply
mean that he is free of limitation. How to describe this
any better strains the limits of language, yet that is not
a reason to reject the whole concept. When no harm
can result from words or phrases in respect of the way
they are understood, Scripture uses them according
to the prevailing custom, that they may be profitable
to those who receive them. Where, however, there is a
risk of injury to any part of the truth, we no longer find
in Scriptural phrases any indiscriminate or indifferent
use of words.

So, when Scripture uses ‘men’ in the plural, no one
is led astray to imagine many different human natures.
But, when Scripture uses the word ‘God,, it is always
in the singular, guarding against introducing the idea
of different natures in the Divine essence. This is
the reason for Israel’s statement of faith, “The Lord
our God is one Lord” (Deut. 6:4). The three persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are God, and yet God is
One, because there is no difference of nature or of act
in the Godhead. ™




COMMUNION DATES

Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.

October November December

5 Ayr, Greenville, Snizort 2 Arran, Edinburgh-St Columba’s, 7 Burlington
12 Cross, St Louis Kilmorack & Strathglass 14 Auburn-Opelika, Hunt County
19 Ballyclare & Doagh 9 Aberdeen, Tarbat 21 Pau
26 Atlanta, Knock & Point, Poolewe & Aultbea, 16 Brora, Glasgow-Shettleston
Glasgow-Partick

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES

ORDINARY REMITTANCES
Aug 2025 Total to Aug 2025 Total to Aug 2024
£ £ £

Free Northern Presbytery
Aberdeen 2,150 17,200 17,200
Assynt & Scourie 0 13,298 12,853
Brora 2,000 15,263 13,034
Duthil-Dores 1,200 13,700 14,500
Inverness 5,290 28,308 21,888
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 13,480 13,519
Kiltearn 0 0 500
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 0 7,840
Tarbat 1,000 9,287 10,487
Total Free Northern Presbytery 12,940 110,536 111,820
Southern Presbytery
Arran 0 455 5,309 5814
Ayr 0 1,000 10,246 Q9,610
Ballyclare & Doagh 0 1,200 10,381 10,544
Dumfries 0 0 0 1,010
Edinburgh 0 1,700 18,049 17,683
Clasgow - Knightswood 0 1,650 17,990 17,942
Clasgow - Partick 0 4,000 32,000 33,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 700 9,434 7,197
Rothesa 0 0 1,375 0
Total Southern Presbytery 10,705 104,783 102,799
Outer Hebrides Presbytery
Cross 2,100 16,800 17,350
Harris - Leverburgh 1,400 14,112 14,860
Knock & Point 1,655 15,102 13,045
North Uist & Grimsay 1,050 Q9,867 8,029
Scalpay 2,300 21,736 21,557
Stornoway 7,362 62,722 63,930
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery 15,867 140,339 138,770
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron
Bracadale & Duirinish (VWaternish) 500 7771 4,000
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 500 5416 5,681
Lochalsh & Strath 1,500 18,028 21,440
Portree 1,500 14,731 15,106
Snizort 1,800 23,565 26,854
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery 5,800 69,511 73,081
Smiths Falls 0 0 995
Total From Congregations 45,312 425,169 427,465
Other Donations 2,770 83,408 27,732
legacy 0 116,668 1,000
TOTAL 625,245 456,198
Included in the above: Tax 74,508 71,386
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations 550,737 384,811

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church General Treasurer
should be sent to the Financial Administrator: Mr Murray Mackay
Mrs Donna Norris 1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown,

101 Young Road, Dunblane Glasgow G66 7HN
FK15 OFT generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org (mobile) 07793 535227

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it”

Proverbs 22:6
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