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EDITORIAL

THE SANCTUARY OF GOD

T—

he Bible and our experience show us what is

wrong with the world. Man, who was made in

God’s image, has fallen from his original state.
The devil tempted our first parents to eat the one fruit
God had forbidden them to eat. He lured them with the
suggestion that doing so would resultin them being “as
gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5). The precise
meaning of these words is debated. Calvin was sure
that Satan was promising Adam and Eve “divinity”, and
says that Eve erred in “not regulating the measure of
her knowledge by the will of God”.

Our first parents’ mistake is ours, too. As Calvin
also says, “We all daily suffer under the same disease,
because we desire to know more than is right, and
more than God allows”. Adam being the representative
of humanity, his first sin is reckoned to us all. We are
guilty before God, unrighteous and corrupt. We no
longer enjoy the friendship of our Creator.

Depravity

There are different views about the seriousness of
man’s fallen condition and thus the remedy for it. The
view that matters is found in Scripture. “And God saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). This is a devastating
assessment of our race! Politicians, sociologists and
criminologists ought to take note, and many within the
church likewise, including ministers. Such a verdict
leaves us with no room for pride.

It may be thought that Noah’s generation was
uniquely bad, and so that is why God sent the Flood
then. The truth is that man’s nature has not got any
better over the centuries since that time. Jesus says
that at His return, people will be living just as they
were in Noah’s day (Matt. 24:37-39). Total depravity
is an ever-present reality. One of the Hebrew words
for sin suggests something distorted, as when a person
is bent double. Man has a crookedness within. When
it is not restrained, the result is a society where sin is
tolerated and even celebrated. The ungodly are happy
and treat the God-fearing with scorn.

Worship
Asaph saw the wicked prospering when he was

suffering, and foolishly envied them. He came close to
falling in his walk with God (Ps. 73:2,3). He began to
have doubts about following the Lord; it was bringing
him many difficulties and few obvious benefits. He was
confused, discouraged, and weary. Then something
happened. Asaph went into the sanctuary of God once
again (v.17) - the temple where he led the praise -
and his view of things changed completely. It was
not the building that altered his thinking, though
it was certainly a magnificent one. It was what he
experienced within the temple, symbolised by the ark
of the covenant: the presence of God.

Believers enter God’s sanctuary, not merely by
going into a place of worship, but in drawing near to
the Father in the name of the Son, with the help of the
Spirit. By His sacrifice for sins, completed on the cross,
Christ the Mediator gives us access to the Majesty on
high. We enjoy fellowship with the thrice-holy God -
an amazing privilege. Every act of worship should be
transforming, for we are beholding our God. We are
being confronted with eternal realities, and the things
of time should fade into the background. The sanctuary
may be prayer, preaching, or praise, whether in public
or private. It is always the sanctuary of the Word of God.

Knowledge
In the sanctuary, Asaph obtained light on the things
that were troubling him. More significant than the
lot people have in this life is the one they will have in
the life to come. The contrast between the destinies
of the righteous and the wicked could not be greater!
Destruction and desolation await sinners who are far
from God (vv.18,19). Believers, meanwhile, can look
forward to a blessed eternity, where God will be their
portion (v.26). The difference is seen in the case of Cain
and Abel, or the rich man and Lazarus. On the last day,
Christ will make a final separation between the sheep
and the goats.

In another psalm, Asaph acknowledges, “Thy way,
0 God, is in the sanctuary” (Ps. 77:13). He came to see
that God is “holy in all his works” and has “holy ends
in all he does” (Matthew Henry.). God has an eternal
purpose of grace for His beloved people, which He
works out in time. There is a way for them spiritually
- the gospel of Christ - and it is the same for them
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EDITORIAL / THE SANCTUARY OF GOD

all. There is a way for them in providence also, but
this differs for each of God’s children. It is drawn up
according to His infinite wisdom and is aimed at our
sanctification. When we understand this and willingly
submit to it, the peace of God fills our hearts.

Faith
Asaph’s lapse is a lesson to us. He erred in walking by
sight and not by faith. Abraham is a great example of
trusting in God (Rom. 4:3,16). What can we learn from
him?

Abraham had a pagan background, being raised in
the city of Ur in the land of the Chaldees. God spoke to
him in sovereign grace, commanding him to leave his
people and journey to aland He would show him. There
was a promise of great blessing. Abraham believed God,
and he went. The Lord led him to Canaan, but it was
only when he arrived there that the Lord pledged it to
him and his posterity (Gen. 12:7). “By faith Abraham,
when he was called to go out into a place which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went” (Heb. 11:8).

Nothing but the gospel and saving faith in Jesus
Christ can lead a person to abandon the world and
earthly ambition. God often leads His people in ways
not understood by them, yet because of what they
know of Him, they willingly submit to Him. We believe
that God is wise and powerful, good and kind. We
have come to know His love and grace in our precious
Saviour. So, we follow the directions He has given us
in His Word and leave the outcome with Him. “When a
traveller trusts a guide to conduct him over a difficult
pass, he follows the track which his guide points out...
Faith which refuses to obey the commands of the
Saviour is a mere pretence” (Spurgeon).

Sojourner
Abraham dwelt in Canaan for seventy-five years. [t was
occupied by heathen nations, but Abraham camped
wherever he could find grazing for his livestock.
Through all those long years, he continued to believe
that God would give this good land to his seed. He
had no inheritance there himself (Acts 7:5); all he
owned was a burial plot. When Abraham died, he and
his descendants were still living in tents rather than
permanent dwellings. “By faith he sojourned in the
land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise” (Heb. 11:9).

We are called to such a life spiritually. Peter wrote
to Christians who were exiles, scattered in foreign
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lands where they were suffering persecution. He urged
them to put their eternal concerns first, and especially
the need for holiness. “Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts,
which war against the soul; having your conversation
honest among the Gentiles” (1 Pet. 2:11,12). We are
all passing through this world, and many have no idea
where they are headed. Believers are comforted in
knowing they are on the way that will bring them to
the promised land of heaven.

“We believe that

God is wise and
powerful, good

and kind.”

Glory

Abraham’s trust in God was not perfect. In a time of
famine, he left Canaan and went to Egypt. Because his
wife Sarah was a beautiful woman, he urged her to tell
the Egyptians that she was his sister, fearing that if they
knew she was his wife, they would kill him and take
her. It was not a lie, but it was misleading, and it led to
danger for Sarah. There was a merciful deliverance when
Pharaoh became aware of the truth and commanded
Abraham and Sarah to leave Egypt. It was the Lord’s way
of bringing them back to Canaan, where they belonged.
In their old age, God would give them a son, Isaac, with
whom He would continue His covenant.

Though Abraham settled in Canaan, his sights were
set upon a better home: “For he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God”
(Heb. 11:10). It is always so with God’s people. We
are living in a tent which will be taken down one day:.
What is our prospect after that? Paul reminds us of the
believer’s hope. “For we know that if our earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). Do we have a mansion in the
heavenly city? Is Christ preparing a place for you there?

After he had been in the sanctuary, Asaph confessed
his folly to the Lord. His assurance returned, and he
was able to praise God again. “Whom have I in the
heavens high but thee, O Lord, alone? And in the earth
whom [ desire besides thee there is none” (Ps. 73:25,
metrical). And, reflecting on everything, he could
gladly say, “Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as
are of a clean heart” (Ps. 73:1)!



DEVOTIONAL

D N\ A\ AN °d ]

“But I see another law in my members...evil is present
with me” (Romans 7:23,21)

spoils everything: indwelling sin. It is something

we were born with, a deceitful twist in our
human nature called ‘iniquity’. Desiring that it should
go away may be a good prayer to make, but it is not
going to go away, not on this side of death, anyway. John
Wesley thought he could achieve sinless perfection
on earth, but this was his delusion! No, sin has to be
acknowledged as existing within. “For there is not a
just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not”
(Ecc. 7:20). Sin is an enemy to be fought.

There is a fly in the ointment’ (Ecc. 10:1) which

“It would not be my choice”

Indwelling sin continues to pollute, tempt, and
frustrate our good intentions. This is a sad tension in
the Christian life. We may escape the enemies around
us, but not this one, for itis in us. God left it there when
we were justified by faith. He must have had good
reasons for doing so. “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
Lord” (Isa. 55:8).

What are the advantages of sin remaining within?

John Newton addressed this question in one of his
Letters. “If the evils we feel were not capable of being
overruled for good, He would not permit them to
remain in us. This we infer from His hatred to sin,
and the love which He bears to His people.” Newton
suggests that sin remains for these reasons:

(i) to magnify the power of God in upholding us.
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us”
(2 Cor. 4:7);

(ii) to baffle the devil’s attempts to destroy us. He
cannot break God’s unchangeable love toward His
people, despite their sin (Pss. 89:31-34; 103:10);

(iii) to make Christ more precious to the soul; not
just by one initial deliverance, but followed up by many
others (Ps. 116:3,6-8);

(iv) to keep us humble, and repel us from leaning
upon our own wisdom, strength or in a confidence in
progress which leads to complacency. “Wherefore let

IF ONLY IT WASN'T THERE...BUT IT IS!

him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1
Cor. 10:12);
(v) to multiply praise to God (Ps. 107 throughout).

Are there any more advantages?
There are many further advantages in God permitting
sin to remain in the believer:

Indwelling sin makes us aware of unseen movements
of sin within us. We cannot see what's coming (Rom.
7:5), but we know it is coming against us sometime.
Sin is deceitful and hides itself, getting into position to
attack us. Many battles have been lost because soldiers
were distracted by celebrating a small victory.

Indwelling sin keeps the sentry on guard awake. No
armour is to be taken off until the last battle is over!
We are commanded to “fight the good fight of faith” (1
Tim. 6:12). This command is in the present tense; in
other words, it is a continuous fight. There is no end to
it on earth.

Repentance for sins sharpens our gratitude and
intensifies our devotion (2 Cor. 7:11).

Indwelling sin keeps us pursuing the Beatitudes;
poor in spirit, mourning for sin, hungering and
thirsting for righteousness (in its perfect practice).

A sense of weakness keeps us praying, and vice
versa! As Augustine said, “God be merciful to me a
sinner” is the first prayer and the last prayer of the
Christian.

Indwelling sin keeps us from relying upon our
works. We are actually in a better state and under a
better Covenant (of grace) than Adam in his perfection.
“Adam had the power to stand, but we have the grace
to persevere!” (Samuel Rutherford).

What if we stumble?

“You can fall in grace, but not from grace” (Charles
Swindoll). Ithas to be expected that we will be wounded
by sins, but also that our wounds will be bound up
by the Great Physician, Jehovah Rophi, “the Lord that
healeth thee” (Exod. 15:26; see also Ps. 147:3; Mic.
7:7-10). Is there no victory? Yes, the victory we shall
enjoy in the Promised Land is assured, but we must,
like Joshua, fight our way into it! Will you fight with
Bunyan'’s soldier? “Set down my name, sir!” “Come in,
come in; eternal glory thou shalt win.”

Free Church Witness | 5



DOCTRINE

ENGAGING CRITICAL THEORY ('I)

(This address was given by Mr Woods at the 2025 School
in Theology and has been edited for publication. This is
the first of two parts.)

about what seems to be such an obscure topic
as Critical Theory. Let me suggest a few reasons
why we ought to consider it.

(i) We are seeing the effects of this theory all around
us in society. You may at times be puzzled as to why
our society recently has lurched so far and so quickly
towards open godlessness and a repudiation of things
that seems so commonsensical. Much of the answer
lies in Critical Theory.

(ii) Wokeness seems to have become the new
norm, and has given rise to divisions and conflict over
matters ranging from gender to open borders. Again,
Critical Theory has played a part in these trends.

(iii) The visible church, including evangelicals, has
begun to embrace unbiblical views on race, gender
and social justice. It is seen in ‘taking the knee’, making
provision for same-sex relationships, and supporting
the call for reparations. These are evidences of the
influence of Critical Theory.

You may be wondering why we are bothering

1. Critical Theory is not the same as Critical
Thinking
Many have been confused on this point. This is not
surprising, as the purveyors of Critical Theory have
at times intentionally given the impression that the
two things are one and the same. It is not so. Indeed,
Critical Theory is actually the very antithesis of Critical
Thinking, as we will see later.
According to Christian author Sharon James:
“Critical Theory is not about understanding the
world, so much as about changing the world. It’s
about action. It's about getting society to where
it should be. It's about achieving equity, or equal
outcomes, or ‘Social Justice’. To get society there, all
the institutions which prop up the status quo must
be overturned.
The overthrow of society was conceived by the
thinkers of this theory in ideological rather than
physical terms. In other words, don’t start by killing
the powerful. Rather, persuade ordinary people of

" (Chrzstlamt;y and Wokenes
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revolution) and Freud’s thinking (which would

feed into calls for a moral and cultural revolution)”

(Critical Theory: Challenging Truth and Reality, The

Christian Institute, 2023, p.9).

Although Critical Theory is termed a theory, it is
really about action. This helps us understand better
why its proponents are not interested in debate or
reason but are more concerned with pushing forward
their aims and agenda, often in a violent manner.
Their ultimate concern is to foment revolution and the
overthrow of all social norms, structures and authority.

2. What are the Roots of Critical Theory?
The term Critical Theory originated in what came to
be known as the Frankfurt School and in the writings
of one of its founders, Max Horkheimer. The Frankfurt
School was established in 1923 as the Institute for
Social Research. This innocuous sounding title was a
convenient cover for a body of neo-Marxist scholars
who were seeking to understand why the spread of the
Marxist-Leninist revolution in Russia had failed to take
root in other countries, especially Germany.

These scholars sought to update Horkheimer’s
theory and did so by expanding its application to other
areas of capitalist society. Using aspects of philosophy,
sociology and psychology, they focused on society’s
institutions and culture, seeking to find other areas of
oppression and exploitation. The School relocated from
Germany due to the rise of Nazism, first to Geneva and
finally, in 1935, to Columbia University in New York.

It was this materialistic departure that ultimately
led to the rise of Postmodernism, which has fuelled the
recent ‘wokeness’ mania that has swept the western
world. Postmodernism is a philosophy of skepticism,
relativity and distrust - in everything. Nothing was to
be taken as absolute. All ‘metanarratives’ (overarching
ideas providing structures for people’s beliefs) were to
be rejected as ‘power plays’ (tactics intended to increase
influence) by their narrators. Neo-Marxism embraced
these postmodernism ideas for its own ideology. The
American theologian Owen Strachan, speaking of Critical
Race Theory (an offshoot of Critical Theory), says: “CRT
is basically neo-Marxism on postmodernist steroids - a
deeply uncongenial pointof view cynically weaponized for
the deconstruction and dismantling of social structures”
lem Books, 2021).
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DOCTRINE / ENGAGING CRITICAL THEORY (1)

Theory’s roots back to the Garden of Eden, where its
central ideas are to be found in embryonic form:

- rejection of divine authority and the Word of God;

- God-ordained hierarchy overthrown;

- absolute truth denied;

- man the final arbiter of right and wrong;

- self-gratification all important;

- gender roles overridden;

- family structure destroyed;

- refusal to take responsibility (blame others for
present problems).

Ultimately, Critical Theory is the outworking of the
serpent’s conflict with the Seed of the woman. Enough
has been said to show that there is “nothing new under
the sun”, and that Critical Theory is simply the most
recent manifestation of man’s rebellion against the
revelation and authority of God.

“Absolutes are out!
Metanarratives are
suspect.”

3. The Chief Characteristics of Critical Theory

We have seen that the concern of Critical Theory is with
all aspects of culture, society and authority. It ought not
to surprise us therefore thatit has many branches, each
of which is focused on one of these aspects. The only
limitation is one’s imagination and ability to discover
yet another alleged area of oppression and privilege.
Sharon James says that all the critical theories share
these common themes:

e C(ritical Theory divides society into oppressor

groups and oppressed groups

e The perception or lived experience of the oppressed

groups can override objective truth

e “My feelings don’t respect your facts!” (Critical

Theory, p.29)

In her book, Sharon James has also highlighted what
she calls the ‘Five Pillars of Critical Theory’ (p.31).
They are:

“1) Truth Claims are Power Grabs”. With the denial
of God'’s existence there is no foundation for ultimate
truth. This idea of power grabs is common whenever
an opponent tries to debate with a Critical Theory
advocate. The response is usually something like,
“You are a racist, homophobic, Islamophobic, sexist,
privileged, white, cis male”. In other words, all the
truth claims you are making are intended to support

vileged position a g\\_ e : ; valid.
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am right or wrong, other than myself? Absolutes are
out! Metanarratives are suspect. For example, the
Biblical worldview is a metanarrative intended to keep
oppressors in power. “There are only two genders” is a
tool to question the lived experience of those who say
they are trapped in the wrong body.

“3) Reason, Logic and Science are Tools of Oppression”.
They are seen as the constructs of privileged oppressors
- especially white cis males. Insane as it may seem,
there are those who claim that mathematics is such a
tool. This is why in trying to debate with Critical Theory
advocates, reason, logic and science carry little or no
weight. One such advocate claimed that an ultrasound of
an unborn baby is just a manufactured sound to prevent
women from doing what they like with their bodies.

“4) Don’t Question my Experience”. With the absence
of absolutes, what matters is my ‘truth’. This leads us to
the irrationality of Critical Theory. | believe God exists
is true for me! I don’t believe God exists is true for me!
Does God exist or not? According to this irrationality,
He does and He doesn’t! The point, of course, is not to
arrive atalogical answer to the question, but to criticise
those who believe God exists as being oppressors,
trying to force their views on others (cf. Conversion
Therapy legislation). | know how I feel. You don'’t.

“5) All Authority Structures are Repressive”. Critical
Theory and its associated philosophies and political
ideologies reject God’s authority. But it doesn’'t stop
there. Critical Theory rejects all authority and its
manifestations - moral law, governments, Church,
truth, family hierarchy, gender hierarchy, law and
order (defund the police) and indeed any ruling and
ruled relationship.

In light of what has just been said, I would suggest
that there should be a sixth and a seventh pillar to
Critical Theory:

6) Division ought to be Sought and Exploited. Critical
Theory has shown itself to be one of the most divisive
and destructive forces in modern society. This is no
accident. The Communist Manifesto, written by Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels and published in 1848,
says: “The Communists...openly declare that their
ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow
of all existing social conditions”. Marxists believe that
in order to facilitate this, cultural norms, laws, and
structures must be destabilised.

7) Equality of Outcomes is the Goal. This is just one
of the many areas where Critical Theory makes itself
seem noble. It claims to be pursuing social justice -
which is something we all would be happy to pursue
if understood in a Biblical sense. However, Critical
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PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE PROBLEM OF STUNTED CHRISTIAN
GROWTH

“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again” (Hebrews 5:12)

ne of the major problems in the church today
O is professing Christians who live on simple

evangelistic messages and books dealing with
the ABCs of Christianity. They have never grown, and
have weakened the church’s witness. When doctrine
is preached, they are “dull of hearing” (v.11) and an
easy prey for false teachers and innovations. They are
personally responsible for this condition of shallow
ignorance, which has been brought on by neglect. It
leads to minimum commitment and very selective
Christlikeness.

There is a need for baby Christians to grow up
Some want to have “milk” all their lives, instead of
growing into “teachers” (Heb. 5:12,13). They prefer
to be spoon-fed, with a diet of the very basics, milk
instead of meat. But surely to prefer baby food is a
sign of immaturity? Such refuse to make any real
sacrifices or take any clear stand; they are repelled by
“strong meat” and never study it for their edification.
Previous generations read the Reformers (Luther,
Calvin), the Covenanters (Rutherford, Durham), and
the Puritans (Owen, Goodwin, Brooks, Bunyan).
How many are reading them today? Many prefer
soundbites, a daily paragraph, magazines, exciting
missionary stories, etc., as a substitute for reading
solid books. Indeed, how many read at all these days?
Too many are unprepared for growth in the Christian
life; they are not exercised in the truth (v.14). They
do not make the effort to get beyond secondhand
knowledge and baby experiences.

Many church problems can be traced to immature
Christians

Childish food leads to childish lives. “You are what you
eat”, was an old health slogan. In a real spiritual sense,
when people oppose sound doctrine, “They don’t
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know any better”. They act on what little they know.
Pastors have a continuing responsibility to teach their
congregations, and not give them Primary 3 lessons
when they are at Secondary 5 age level. The Pastoral
Epistles remind us of the need to teach doctrine, and
the effect it should have upon congregations - “the
doctrine which is according to godliness” (1 Tim. 6:3).
We must also remember that the Author of Scripture is
the One we must pray to for understanding; the Holy
Spirit must not be omitted or forgotten in learning or
in the ministry.

Hindrances to spiritual growth

There are many. There is idleness, a form of selfish
self-indulgence; it involves neglect and self-seeking.
There is indwelling sin, which will deceitfully justify
any disobedience to Christ’s word. There is the devil,
who encourages flattering comparisons with others,
worldly priorities and procrastination. There is
dullness in hearing: only one out of the four categories
in the parable of the Sower was saved! As someone
said, “No one can do your eating for you”. Avoid all the
factors which prevent Biblical nurture.

The remedy

Newborn babes begin with milk (1 Pet. 2:2) but must
grow by learning more - understanding more and
experiencing more of the Word of God. The issue is one
of obedience to Christ’'s command to use the means of
grace for growth. How many actually desire to grow? If
they had the desire, they would use the means and not
neglect them. “There are many Christians in motion,
but they are making no progress” (A.W. Tozer). What
food are you living on? Poor nutrition gives stunted
growth. The call is for spiritual growth. “Let us go
on”, says the Apostle (Heb. 6:1). If we do, we shall not
stagnate. Learning must go on, even in Heaven. M

“I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my
necessary food” (Job 23:12)



PRACTICAL RELIGION

WHITEFIELD’S REPLY TO WESLEY'’S
SERMON

(Because George Whitefield [1714-70] preached the
doctrines of election, reprobation, irresistible grace, the
perseverance of the saints, original sin and imperfect
sanctification, John Wesley [1703-91] preached and
published a sermon in 1740 entitled ‘Free Grace,
opposing Whitefield and his doctrine. Whitefield wrote
a public letter to rebuff his arguments and rebuke him
for heresy. It has been abridged.)

“I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy”
(Romans 9:15)

dd everend and very dear brother,
R God only knows what unspeakable
sorrow [ have on account of you. The
children of God are in danger of falling into error.

Your words have thereby laid a special obligation
upon me to declare the Scriptural doctrine of Election. It
is plain that St Paul throughout Romans 8 is speaking of
the privileges of those only who are really in Christ [i.e.,
there is no universal redemption]. Without doubt the
doctrines of Election and Reprobation must stand or fall
together. God intends to give grace through Jesus Christ
only to a certain number; this is the 17th Article of the
Church of England. And has not God who has appointed
salvation for a certain number, appointed also the
preaching of the Word, as a means to bring them to it?

[ thought that Mr Wesley would know that a true lover
of the Lord Jesus Christ would strive to be holy for the
sake of being holy, and work for Christ out of love and
gratitude, without any regards to the rewards of heaven
or fear of hell. The Apostle preached Election when he
said, ‘Chosen through sanctification of the Spirit’ (1 Peter
1:2). Nay, is not holiness made a mark of our Election by all
that preach it? And how then can the doctrine of Election
destroy holiness? Our godly Reformers did not think
Election destroyed holiness, or the comforts of religion.

The doctrine of Election has a natural tendency to
rouse the soul out of its carnal security. And therefore
many carnal men cry out against it! Whereas Universal
Redemption is a notion sadly adapted to keep the soul
in its lethargic, sleepy condition, and therefore so many
natural men admire and applaud it. But without the
belief of the doctrine of Election and the immutability
of the free love of God, I cannot see how it is possible
that any should have a comfortable assurance of eternal
salvation. But ‘Who shall lay any thing to the charge

of God’s elect? (Rom. 8:33) - this is the language of
assurance. | am sure that the doctrine of Universal
Redemption has a natural tendency to keep the soul in
darkness forever; because the creature is thereby taught
that his being kept in a state of salvation is owing to his
own freewill. Every relapse into sin, every surprise by
temptation must throw him into doubts and fears, into
horrible darkness, even darkness that may be felt.

The Scriptures declare that ‘there is not a just man
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not’ (Ecc.
7:20). This is the universal Christian experience and is
acknowledged by the godly in every age. The persons who
say therefore that there is Christian Perfection in holiness
[a heresy held by Wesley] are therefore condemned by
the Holy Spirit (1 John 1:8,10).

Surely Mr Wesley will own God’s justice in
Reprobation, that God imputed Adam’s sin to his
posterity in him. God might justly have passed them
all by, without sending His own Son to be a Saviour
for any of them. Unless you heartily agree to both
these points you do not believe in Original Sin aright.
If you do own them, then you must acknowledge the
doctrines of Election and Reprobation to be highly just
and reasonable. If He can justly pass by all, then He can
pass by some. The Word of God abides faithful, ‘the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded’
(Rom. 11:7). The sovereign Lord of all, who is debtor
to none, has a right to do what He wills with His own
creatures and to dispense His favours as He sees fit. It
may not be amiss to take notice also that if those texts,
‘God willeth that none should perish’ and ‘I have no
pleasure in him that dieth’ and such like, are taken in
their strictest sense, then no one will be damned!

[ pray God that Mr Wesley’s sermon, which has
grieved the hearts of many of God’s children, may not
strengthen the hands of our enemies. You unjustly
charge the doctrine of Reprobation with blasphemy,
but it is the doctrine of universal redemption which
you set forth, which is really the highest reproach upon
the dignity of the Son of God, and the merit of His blood.
By denying Election you make salvation depend, not
on God’s free grace, but on man’s freewill. But blessed
be God, our Lord knew for whom He died.

[ hope the Lord shall show you all this before you
go hence.

Your unworthy brother and servant in Christ,

George Whitefield.” M
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YOUTH FOCUS

GOD AND THE ALCOHOLIC

REV. JAMES CLARK

“Be not deceived...drunkards...shall [not] inherit the
kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9,10)

people get a taste for alcohol. There is massive

social pressure to join others for a drink. Many
young people come to no harm, for they exercise
moderation and self-discipline. The Bible is not against
drink, but it is against drunkenness.

For some who begin to drink, a step has been taken
into a whirlpool, and they are gradually being sucked
into alcoholism. Their natural strength will not pull
them out of it. None of the older alcoholics said in their
youth, “When [ grow up, I want to be an alcoholic!”
Indeed, some of them detested others for being such. But
all alcoholics started with one drink, and went forward
from there. “First a man takes a drink, then the drink
takes a drink, then the drink takes the man” (Anon.).

T eenagers, Beware! Yours is usually the age when

No case can be made for alcoholism

Alcohol destroys, internally, externally, and eternally.
Some will quote Aristotle, who said, “Moderation in
all things”, but others take a safer viewpoint: “It is too
dangerous to be tried”. As with every other drug, it is
extremely difficult to break the addiction, because the
addiction gives you a selfish pleasure. You are never
attracted to something which you hate.

Moreover, alcoholism has consequences for
those connected to the heavy drinker. Families have
been impoverished or brutalised, children’s minds
scarred with horrific memories, marriages broken,
crimes committed, and careers destroyed (including
ecclesiastical ones).

The results of long-term alcoholism

These include:
- a deterioration of the brain and mental functions;
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- a gradual personality change, and not for the
better;

- social friction, family tensions and arguments,
and poor moral decisions;

- an increasing unreliability of the person, who can
no longer be trusted; lies come easily, especially in
an attempt to hide the condition;

- physical weaknesses, particularly in the legs, as
seen in the manner of walking;

- in addition, alcohol is known to be a common
factor in criminal assaults, especially in the
home.

You probably know someone just like this

The person you know did not intend to be an alcoholic,
but he or she is now there - sucked into the whirlpool,
and steadily going down. “Alcoholism is the only
disease which requires a license to spread it. It is the
only disease which is bottled and sold. It is a disease
made popular by advertising, and a disease that is
habit-forming. Lastly, it is the only disease [if not
cured] that bars the patient from heaven” (B.B. Baxter,
When Life Tumbles In: Conquering Life’s Problems,
Baker Book House).

Bring your problem to God

Alcoholism is not a problem that you can fix by your
own strength of will, only by God’s. If you desire
more than a physical restoration, just to live a bit
longer, then you will discount God’s help - but you
do so at your peril. A ‘DIY’ approach is fatal. Spiritual
restoration has in mind “the kingdom of God” (1 Cor.
6:10).

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord” (Ps. 55:22). Pray
for yourself, and pray for others. What is a suitable
prayer? “Save me, O God; for the waters are come in
unto my soul” (Ps. 69:1).



CHURCH NEWS

Visit to OPC General Assembly (Randall E. Taylor)

s a member of the Home & Foreign Missions
ACommittee, [ was appointed to attend the

Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) General
Assembly held in Chicago, Illinois on the campus of
Trinity Christian College, as a Fraternal Delegate on
behalf of the Free Church (Continuing). Their General
Assembly went from Wednesday evening, June 4,
to noon on Tuesday, June 10, but [ was only able to
attend until the Friday night, departing early Saturday
morning for St. Louis. Therefore, this is a partial report.

The General Assembly (GA) opened on Wednesday
evening with a worship service, during which one
Psalm was sung, Psalm 100. Afterwards, the GA
convened with a roll call of the 138 commissioners,
a recognition of the eight fraternal delegates, and the
setting of the agenda and various advisory committees,
after which the GA recessed.

On Thursday, various advisory committees
met during the morning and early afternoon, after
which the GA reconvened. A representative from the
Presbyterian and Reformed Commission on Chaplains
gave a presentation on their work serving some 300
chaplains, two thirds in the military, and one third
in civilian organisations, primarily in first responder
organisations. A fraternal delegate from the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC) gave a brief
overview of the status of their denomination. The
remainder of Thursday afternoon and evening was
given to reports from the Clerk, the Trustees, the
Statistician, Foreign Missions, Special Committee
on Criminal History and Officer Qualifications, and
Christian Education (which continued to the next day).

Friday morning began with a presentation from a
fraternal delegate from the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America (RPCNA), highlighting
challenges and blessings they have been experiencing.
The Committee on Christian Education concluded their
presentation begun the previous day. Of interest to us
is the completion of “modern language” versions of the
Westminster Confession of Faith, as well as the Larger
and Shorter Catechisms, which they term Modern
English Study Versions, or MESV. The Committee’s
stated intent is not to replace the current versions of
their standards with these MESV, but to make the latter
available for help in study. However, they did note that
the 2023 GA direction for the production of the MESV
was to be revisited in 2028 for the consideration of
formal adoption.

The Committee on Home Missions and Church
Extension gave a presentation of the work being done
to extend the OPC within the USA. A pastor from South

Korea came as a fraternal delegate for the Independent
Reformed Church of Korea (IRCK), noting their small
size (four churches) and the challenges they face with
differing visions, plus the influence of China. The
Committee on Coordination focuses on promotion,
communication, and allocation of resources within the
various outreach programmes.

After lunch I gave an overview of the FC(C) and the
US Presbytery. It was encouraging to receive positive
comments both before and after the presentation.

The Committee on Diaconal Ministries then
highlighted the work done to help refugees, particularly
in Ukraine. They also described the work done to help
those in the area ravaged by Hurricane Helene in
September 2024, in western North Carolina, northwest
South Carolina, east Tennessee and other areas. A
pastor from Peru, who is also a student at Puritan
Reformed Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan, gave
an overview of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
of Peru (EPCP). He noted the difficulties created by
men from different streams of Reformed theology
teaching their points of view, creating confusion
among the general churchgoers. The EPCP stems from
missionary work by the Free Church of Scotland in
the early and mid-twentieth century. The pastor also
noted the problems caused by superficial Christianity
and traditional beliefs.

The Committee on Pastoral Care reported on the
spectrum of services they provide, ranging from
financial advice and help to care for ministers’ wives.
Rev. lain Wright, a native Scot (who attended our
own GA this past May), introduced the report for the
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
It was highlighted that they have relations with 48
churches on three different levels. I noted that the
FC(C) has their highest level of relations, which they

term “Ecclesiastical
Fellowship”. It
seems that they

are intentional and
careful about how
and with whom
they have fraternal
relations. The report
of the Committee
for the Historian
provided a status on
a project to update
a video on the
history of the OPC,
last done in 1994.
They showed a short

Randall Taylor (courtesy
of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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documentary on the killing of an OPC missionary nurse
in Eritrea in 1974.

After the Friday evening session, there was a
meeting for the fraternal delegates attended by the
OPC Committee on Ecumenicity and Church Relations.
Each delegate shared a few details and items for prayer.

In conclusion, I enjoyed meeting and talking with
a number of the OPC brethren (as well as the other
fraternal delegates), all of whom very warmly received
me. Overall, I was encouraged by the concern for Christ’s
kingdom and glory. I was personally encouraged by
the number of positive comments about the FC(C) in
general and about many of our pastors in particular.
Overall, it was time well spent in building relationships
within the kingdom of denominational cousins.

(Mr Taylor serves as an elder in the St. Louis, Missouri
congregation, as well as on the overseeing sessions
for the Nobleford, Canada and Nuevo Laredo, Mexico
preaching stations.)

School in Theology (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)
he annual School in Theology took place in
I Larbert from 8th to 11th September. It began
with a well-needed meal followed by a paper

given by Rev. John Keddie on the celebrated Free
Church minister and author Hugh Martin, whose
writings remain in print. Mr Keddie showed how one
man with various afflictions and troubles was greatly
used for the benefit of the Church, concluding with a
series of lessons from his life. While much is made of
mental illness today, we can overlook its reality in the
lives of those from previous generations, such as Hugh
Martin. It was a pertinent reminder of our fragility.
Throughout all of this, Hugh Martin was actively
engaged in the controversies of the day. The chief of
these were the Union controversy (Martin was against
the proposed union with the United Presbyterian
Church) and the Hymn controversy (Martin was
against hymns of human composition).

As befittinga School in Theology, each day began with
a half-hour of prayer, followed by breakfast and a daily
devotional. The missionary slot this year was taken by
Tim Burden of Middle East Reformed Fellowship, who
thrilled attendees with news of what the Lord is doing
in other countries. That report was strikingly followed
by an address on Christian Joy given by Rev. Kenneth
Macdonald (Retired). Joy is mentioned more times
in the Old Testament than in the New. Mr Macdonald
considered the source of joy, its nature, things that rob
us of joy, maintaining joy, and finally preaching joy.
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After high tea, we were treated to a scintillating
examination of ‘Critical Theory’ by Rev. Harry Woods
(Retired). This theory, and its various offshoots, was
ably summarised and explained, showing its origin
and characteristics, and, of necessity, the Christian
response. As an addendum, three particular issues
were noted. The day ended with a comprehensive
analysis of Romans 8:33-39 by Rev. Greg MacDonald
(Cross). Beginning with a survey of the epistle, he
moved to particular difficulties of interpretation and
three unreasonable questions. Overall, we were left
with a refreshing reminder of our security in Christ.

On Wednesday, after the morning prayer meeting,
breakfast, and devotions, came book reviews. These
are always interesting and hopefully informative.
Following a coffee break, Rev. Murdo Angus Macleod
(Snizort) gave a paper on ‘The Exaltation of Christ.
In a methodical manner, and with a judicious use of
sources, he began with Exaltation as both a fact and an
encouragement. Then he showed how Exaltation is a
focus that energises, and finally how it is a focus of the
Church in its worship, evangelism, sacraments, and the
believer’s life and conduct. The Wednesday evening
paper was given by Rev. James Gracie (Edinburgh)
on ‘The Christology of Christ in the Psalter. While all
psalm-singers agree that Christ is in the Psalms, it is
necessary to demonstrate how and why this is so, with
numerous references from the Psalms.

The final paper on Thursday morning was by Rev.
Andrew Allan on ‘Practical Pastoral Lessons from
Philemon’ The lessons ranged from submission
to confidence, and in between, such things as
prayerfulness, love and fruitfulness. It was an address
which furnished material for future sermons. Thus,
another excellent School was brought to a conclusion
with appreciation for all who took part, whether by
leading in prayer, or conducting devotions, or giving
talks and addresses.

The date for the 72nd School is 7th September
2026 (D.V.). Recordings of most of the lectures from
this year’s School can be found on the Partick FCC
SermonAudio site.

Quote

dd e not too hasty to bury the church before
Bshe is dead; stay till Christ has tried his

skill, before you give her up for lost.

The bush may be all in a flame, but shall never be

consumed; and that because of the good will of him

that dwelleth in it.”

John Flavel



MISSIONS

y return trip to Sri Lanka (my previous visit
M was in June 2024) lasted two weeks exactly. [

flew out on Tuesday 12th Augustand returned
on the 26th of the same month. Arriving at Colombo
in the evening of Wednesday 13th, I travelled with
the men who had come to transport me to Vavuniya,
arriving just before midnight. It was with a profound
sense of relief that I realised air-conditioning had been
installed since my last visit. Thursday was left largely
free to allow me to catch my breath, before heading out
for a pastoral visit with Partheepan in the evening.

Puthukkudiyiruppu

Friday saw a drive to Puthukkudiyiruppu (PTK) where
we had been invited for a meal. After the bliss of
overnight air-conditioning in Vavuniya, PTK was a bit
of a shock to the system. It was a pretty sleepless night.
Even Partheepan and his family found the temperature
more than a little uncomfortable. We awoke to face
the new day (Saturday). Partheepan and I headed to
the farm, arriving at about 10am as the temperature
was starting to rise. There were clear differences from
my last visit. The well was now completed, the farm
worker’s cottage was inhabited by a young couple,
and various areas were at different stages of maturity.
Some of the crops planted the previous year had done
well, while some were being replaced with different
ones. After our visit to the farm, we went to a local
hotel to try and ensure a night’s sleep before a busy
day to follow; this worked marvellously well. On the
Saturday afternoon I led a Bible study at the church,
after which we had a time of fellowship together.

Lord’s Day

We commenced the Lord’s Day, 17th August, with
worship at 8.00am in PTK, where [ preached from
Luke 23:13-25 on “The Danger of Sitting on the Fence”.
After the service in PTK we got into the car and set
off to Kilinochchi for worship at 11.00am, where we
considered Luke 23:33-43 and “Who Jesus Saves!” It was
a delight to meet with folks we had met the year before,
who still remembered us and asked after my wife Agnes.
We drove back to PTK where I preached at the 4.00pm
service on “The Ascension of Christ!” from Luke 24:50-
53. Following a time of fellowship, we left the lovely
young congregation in PTK to return to Vavuniya.

Vavuniya
Monday was a free day, for which [ was most grateful. It

VISIT TO SRI LANKA

REV. TIMOTHY MCGLYNN

allowed me a little time to look over the lectures for the
following week. Tuesday saw the start of lectures at the
Melville Theological Institute, where over the next few
days I delivered sixteen lectures on Second Corinthians
to a dozen students who gathered. After the final lecture
on Friday, the men were given a few hours to revise
before an exam that day. On the Thursday we went to
a local restaurant along with a couple of office-bearers
from the church, and enjoyed a lovely meal together. On
the Friday evening, after the men had returned home,
[ went out with Partheepan and his family to celebrate
Dino’s (Parthee’s wife) birthday. It was good to spend a
little time together with the family, who had shown me
such kindness throughout my visit.

Sacraments

The final weekend was spent in Vavuniya. It was
a joyful mixture of sacramental occasions, with
seven baptisms (one adult and six children) and the
dispensing of the Lord’s Supper in the congregation.
On the Saturday evening, [ preached on “God’s Promise
to a Weary Church” from Isaiah 44:1-5. The Lord’s Day
morning was a time of preparation for the sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper in the evening. We sought to
consider what is involved in being “A True Disciple”
from Matthew 27:57. In the evening, the celebration
of the Lord’s Supper was preceded by a sermon on
“The Three Crosses” from Luke 23:33. The following
morning we set out to Bandaranaike International
Airport, outside Colombo, so that I could get the return
flight to London Heathrow, via Doha, which left at
4.30am the following morning.

The time flew, and I could hardly believe how quickly
the two weeks had passed. The journey was pleasant
and thankfully uneventful, although I did have an
interesting conversation with a young Pakistani man
in the airport at Doha, who was heading to London to
study for the Roman Catholic priesthood. The work
continues to grow in depth as well as in breadth in Sri
Lanka, with the men in the Seminary providing hope
for the future of the witness there.

P.S.

The Sri Lanka Mission was shaken by a trial following
Mr McGlynn’s visit. Seized by severe discomfort, Rev.
Partheepan was hospitalised by doctors concerned
that he had suffered a heart attack. The examination
at the local hospital was inconclusive, and resources
were provided to allow Partheepan to attend a private
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clinic. Deacon Beniel, and the evangelists Jeshua and
Jaykomar, assisted with preaching and the practical
running of the Mission.

Doctors are now confident that there was no heart
attack and Partheepan has returned to his normal

routine. We thank the Lord for his merciful upholding.
Many were praying, and the Lord graciously answered.
Please continue to pray for Partheepan, his wife Dino,
and daughter Dia. Also for Beniel, Jeshua and Jaykomar,
and the students involved in MTI. ™

MISSIONARY CHURCH PLANTER UPDATE

Dear friends

reetings in the name of the one living and true
GGod and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. When

the Presbytery of the US commissioned me as a
missionary church planter to Latin America in August,
they also charged me to send quarterly updates. I am
happy to fulfil this responsibility, and [ pray that | may be
given a tongue like a ready writer’s pen to speak about
the King and his advancing Kingdom. May his glory and
your own prayers be promoted through this first update
and may he grant that many more should follow.

We said our final goodbyes to the dear Atlanta
congregation on September 14 with many tears. I
will thank the Lord to all eternity for the privilege of
serving his precious handful of corn in that earthly
spot for eight years. I look to the Lord to make them
prosper abundantly to the lasting glory of Christ.

We arrived in peace in Texas on September 18. We
have experienced a variety of stresses in making this
move, but also the Lord’s kind provisions. One of the
households in the congregation, encompassing two
generations, resides a mere five minutes away from
us. Christ has used them as his hands to help ease our
transition. After lunch in the Lopez home, my wife
Lydia received a very helpful Spanish lesson, the first
of many, God willing. Pray that God would bless her
and the children in studying Spanish.

Thus far I have received help from God to preach in
Spanish on two Sabbaths and one Wednesday evening. On
the second Sabbath there were over fifty in attendance.
Between Sabbath services 1 have begun a catechism
class. This is primarily focused on the children and young
people, but the entire congregation has been attending
and is very attentive and engaged. In public prayer we have
remembered both the great spiritual needs of our city here
and of Mexico, and also the congregations, ministers and
students in the USA and elsewhere in the denomination.

The congregation here is witnessing the Lord’s
answer to many years of prayer, in the settling of a
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REV. BRENT EVANS

pastor amongst them. There are more than a few
cases of souls who have known the Lord for years,
but through lack of sustained, on-the-ground, sound
pastoral care have been like sheep without a shepherd
for much of their Christian lives. My sense is that there
are many more people like them throughout Mexico
and Latin America. Pray for me, for I am but a little
child, to receive an understanding heart to shepherd
and judge the Lord’s so-great people (1 Kings 3:7-9).

The Lord is very actively at work in providence here.
An adult unbelieving son of the congregation was in a
car wreck the morning after he turned down his father’s
invitation to church. He acknowledged God’s hand in
sparing him and did attend church the following week.
Pray that he may be spared a Felix-like experience of
temporary trembling and be truly converted. One of our
brothers here was sustained by God through a 40-day
period in which he was unable to keep any food down.
He is able to eat again, but is confined to a sickbed. He
received a pastoral visit, in which he spoke of his longing
to return to church. Pray that God may bless the care of
his body and of his soul. A widow in the congregation
just received good news that may lead to the reversal
of an unjust sentence against her, through which funds
have been withheld from her during the five years since
her husband’s death.

iPobre México! - Poor Mexico! We are thankful for
progress towards getting official access to the fast
lane for crossing the border, but in the meantime our
family trip home from church has put us in a slow-
moving line where vendors walk up and down on
a traffic-choked bridge, selling trinkets, food, and
idols under a hot sun, without a Sabbath. Pray that
God would help me to begin soon with open-air
evangelistic preaching.

Lydia and I have felt the effect of your prayers in the
Lord meeting with us and bringing fresh, new, living
encouragements to our souls to sustain us. Please
continue praying - we are needy.

Grace and peace to you. M



THE KING AND THE POPE

A significant ecumenical event
n 22nd and 23rd October, King Charles made a
O state visit to the Vatican, a state like no other. An
enclave within Rome, it has a territory of just
over a hundred acres. Its resident population is less
than a thousand, and its army is made up of 135 Swiss
citizens. While it is the world’s smallest recognised
sovereign state, it has extraordinary power. Vatican
City is the location of the ‘Holy See’, the governing body
of the Roman Catholic Church and its estimated 1.4
billion adherents. The Holy See has diplomaticrelations
with almost every country, which affords the Pope the
opportunity to involve himself in international affairs.
When two heads of state meet there are various
courtesies - a guard of honour and the exchange of
gifts - and it was the same when Charles met Pope
Leo. What is not usual is that the two heads of state
should worship together. This grabbed the headlines,
as it was clearly meant to. With television cameras in
place, Charles and Leo sat alongside each other in the
Sistine Chapel, facing people invited to a special prayer
service. The Vatican News website reported that “the
theme of Christian unity and ecumenism was evident”.
The message being sent out was that after centuries
of division there is now a “healing of history”. In 1534,
during the reign of Henry VIII, England formally broke
with the papacy. Ever since then, Rome has worked to
win her back into her fold. This has involved wooing
the monarchy, and the Sovereign’s title of ‘Supreme
Governor of the Church of England’ indicates why.
Rome clearly thinks that with Charles now on the
throne, rapid progress can be made towards its goal.
The service was described on the Royal Family’s official
website as “marking the joining of hands between the
Catholic Church and Church of England”. Yet the Thirty-
Nine Articles, which define Anglican doctrine, oppose
key Roman Catholic doctrines. Directly or indirectly, they
repudiate the teaching that Tradition and the Apocrypha
are equal to Scripture, justification by faith and works,
Purgatory, the adoration of images and relics, praying
to saints, Rome’s five extra sacraments, the sacrifice of
the Mass, clerical celibacy, and papal supremacy. The
Reformers witnessed against these errors, believing
them to be marks of the Antichrist, yet they all remain.
At his coronation, Charles promised to maintain
the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law,
and declared himself to be “a faithful Protestant”. He
has no business in fraternising with the Pope, who
blasphemously claims to be the ‘Vicar of Jesus Christ’.
May the Lord open the King’s eyes! M

THE RELIGION OF PEACE

Which religion fits the description?

uslims commonly refer to their religion as a
M ‘religion of peace’, especially when addressing

a western audience. It is claimed that ‘Islam’
signifies ‘peace’, but the reality is different. The original
Arabic word means ‘submission’. A Muslim is someone
who submits to ‘Allah’, the Muslim god. He is then under
an obligation to bring others into the same submission.
Many Muslims seek the spread of [slam and its worldwide
dominion. Fundamentalist Muslims, or ‘Islamists, are
prepared to impose their religion by physical force,
fighting against any ‘infidels’ who oppose them.

This militancy is termed ‘jihad’, meaning ‘struggle’.
The USA and European countries have become familiar
with this Islamic ‘holy war’, hundreds of their citizens
having been killed in coordinated attacks or by lone
individuals. It should be acknowledged that plenty of
Muslims reject this barbarity, viewing jihad instead
as an internal struggle, similar to Christians who
strive against indwelling sin. However, there is little
doubt that jihad originally meant taking up arms in
the interests of the faith. In the Koran, the ‘peaceable’
texts come before the ‘belligerent’ ones. According to a
principle of Koranic interpretation, earlier revelation
may be cancelled by later revelation. In the end, Islam
is not a religion of peace but of conflict.

Muslims sadly know nothing of peace with God. The
Koran describes Allah as “The Merciful One”, but has
little to say about forgiveness of sin. It is regarded as
an arbitrary act. If it has any moral basis, it is that a
person’s ‘good’ deeds outweigh his ‘bad’ ones. When
salvation is by works, guilty souls can never find peace.
Islam teaches that there is one thing a Muslim can do
which is certain to gain him entrance to paradise:
become a martyr for the cause. This explains the
attraction of the likes of Al-Qaeda and Islamic State -
and why these groups may be termed ‘death cults’.

Compared to Islam, Christianity is truly a religion of
peace. The Bible reveals God to be “the God of peace”
(Heb. 13:20). He is holy and merciful, but His mercy
cannot be experienced without His justice being
satisfied. In infinite love God sent His only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, “The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6),
to suffer and die for sinners. Peace has been made
“through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20), and now
“the gospel of peace” is proclaimed (Rom. 10:15). All
who by grace believe in Christ are justified, have “peace
with God” (Rom. 5:1) and enjoy a sure hope of heaven.
As “peacemakers” (Matt. 5:9), we pray that Muslims
will come to know this blessed peace. M
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he third article in our series considering some
I ‘letters of note’ concerns our Lord Jesus Christ.
In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, John
Calvin wrote: “Here is something marvellous: the Son of
God descended from heaven in such way that, without
leaving heaven, he willed to be borne in the virgin’s
womb, to go about the earth, and to hang upon the
cross; yet he continuously filled the world even as he had
done from the beginning” (2.18.4).

That is a remarkable statement, and worth
pondering. The reason it is startling is that modern
Christians are too busy to think deeply about the
person and work of Christ. We much prefer the clever
sentence posted on social media, so that we can move
on to more ‘interesting’ things.

This was not always the case. Past generations of
believers delighted to study the Trinity - the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They did so because of
controversy. A controversy meant that everyone had to
take a position. There are controversies which involve
nothing less than life and death, heaven and hell. Get
things wrong regarding Christ and there is no heaven
for us, because there is no Saviour for sinners.

The Controversy
Following the epochal event of the Council of Nicaea in
325 AD, and the Creed it produced affirming Christ’s
true divinity, the wrangling, retractions and revisionism
began. Into the confusion came Athanasius (297-373),
determined to refute the errors while stating the Biblical
position regarding the person of Christ. Athanasius
rightly saw that Arianism, which denied Christ’s divinity,
was not a misleading interpretation of Christianity; it was
not Christianity at all. He generated and energised a new
generation prepared to lose all for the gospel.
Athanasius proved his own determination by
suffering no less than five exiles. He spent more time
in exile than he did with his congregation, but it paid
off. The Council of Constantinople in 381 declared that
Christ is “of one substance with the Father”, using the
word ‘homoousios’ (of the same substance) rather than
‘homoiousios’ (of a similar substance). But the fight was
not over. Basil and his brother Gregory of Nyssa, and a
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family friend Gregory of Nazianzus, otherwise known
as the Cappadocian fathers, continued the theological
struggle for orthodoxy. Remember that crucial phrase of
the Nicene Creed - that Christ came down from heaven
“for us and for our salvation”. That is what was at stake.

Attila the Hun

You may not have expected to meet with Attila the Hun
in our study, but he is the reason for what comes next.
In 452, Attila planned to march on Rome, but was met
by a bishop named Leo on the banks of the Mincio river
in northern Italy. No one knows quite what happened,
but Attila retreated. Leo is wrongly viewed by Rome as
a pope. We shall revisit Leo later, but this gives you an
insight into his fearlessness.

While Arianism was on the wane, a new error arose
which became known as Apollinarianism. Apollinarius
(d.382) was a bishop in Syria. He rightly saw Arianism
as a threat to the integrity of the person of Christ and
he subscribed fully to the Nicene Creed. But, as often
happens, lopsided thinking can become a problem in
itself. In this case, Apollinarius’s defence of the deity of
Christ went so far as to deny that Christ had a human
mind. It gets complicated, but his argument was that
while Christ had a human body he did not have a
human soul.

In the long term Apollinarianism generated yet
another heresy that had to be tackled, but for now it
was seen to be the answer to Arianism. It was Gregory
of Nazianzus who saw that Apollinarianism would
jeopardise our salvation. It meant that Jesus did not
assume our whole nature and was therefore not fully
human - the very thing we need if there is to be salvation.
Gregory refuted the entire error in a single sentence.
“For that which He has not assumed He has not healed;
but that which is united to His Godhead is also saved.”
Later he asserted that “the unassumed is the unhealed”.

Meanwhile, like a hydra, another idea arose which
claimed that Christ has only one nature. In response to
that, Nestorius, archbishop of Constantinople from 428
to 431, emphasised the two natures, but substituted
nature with person, thus making two persons. It was
getting very complicated.



CHURCH HISTORY / “WHOLE IN WHAT WAS HIS, WHOLE IN WHAT WAS OURS”

An Ungodly Affair
In 449 AD, the Second Council of Ephesus was convened,
often referred to as the ‘Robber Council’. [t met to resolve
the ongoing disputes relating to Christology. Some of the
bishops were supposed to have changed their minds,
others were physically forced to change their minds,
and those who refused to do so were assaulted. Some
who had been deposed for heresy were restored, while
those who were orthodox were declared heretics - only
for it all to be reversed later. One of the orthodox men in
attendance was Flavian, archbishop of Constantinople
from 446 to 449. He was pressured to sign the decision
of the Council, and when he refused he was beaten so
severely that he died a few days later.

Someone had to do something. It was Leo who
stepped forward to solve the issue.

“The Creed says that
the Son is all that the
Father is.”

A Letter which became a Tome

Prior to the Second Council, Leo wrote to Flavian in
order to help him stand against the various heresies.
What makes the letter striking is not its length (a mere
seven pages) but its content. Flavian attempted to read
it before the Council, only to be shouted down. He had
written to Leo regarding the various false teachers
he was contending with. One of them was Eutyches
(c.375-454), a monastic leader in Constantinople. On
13 June, 449, Leo replied, examining Eutyches’ errors.
Leo made six main points, which [ summarise:

(1) Eutyches is guilty of the same mistake as others,
engaging in intellectual speculation instead of sticking
to Scripture and the Creed.

(2) Eutyches should have considered what the
Creed states from Scripture regarding the birth and
nature of Christ. The Creed says that the Son is all that
the Father is. Further, the Son, though divine, took our
nature. He is, as Leo says, “whole in what was his, whole
in what was ours”.

(3) In the union of deity and humanity in the person
of Christ, there was nothing detrimental to either
nature: “each of the natures retains its proper character
without defect”.

(4) The two natures of Christ must be laid side by
side. Thus, Christ was invisible in his divine nature, yet
became visible in our nature. He who is true God is also
true man. As God, all things were made by him; as man,
he was made of a woman, made under the law.

(5) Scripture proves the flesh of Christ to be real.
He was crucified and buried. After the resurrection
he came in to the disciples when the doors were shut,
showing them his wounds and inviting them to handle
him, to the end that “the properties of the Divine and
the human nature might be acknowledged to remain in
him without causing a division...in Christ Jesus we should
believe neither manhood to exist without true Godhead,
nor Godhead without true manhood”.

(6) Eutyches got it wrong. When questioned about
his view of Christ, he replied: “I confess that our Lord
was of two natures before the union, but after the union
I confess one nature”. Leo was astonished that no one
questioned this, since it was contrary to Scripture as
expressed by the Creed.

The Aftermath

When the Council of Chalcedon met in 451, to wrestle
with the various conflicting views on the person of
Christ, they finally turned to Leo’s Tome. Leo says that,
in the Incarnation of Christ, “the distinctness of both
natures and substances was preserved, and both met in
one Person”. It was a phrase based on this observation
of Leo that marked the turning point in the debates
and brought clarity: “two natures in one person”.

Consistent with Scripture, the Council declared
regarding Christ that he is “to be acknowledged in
two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly,
inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no
means taken away by the union, but rather the property
of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one
Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided
in two persons, but one and the same Son, and only
begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ”.

The words in italics are crucial here. They refute
three specific errors:

(i) Against Apollinarius, the Creed of Chalcedon
teaches that Christ has two complete natures, the
divine and the human.

(ii) Against Nestorius, the Creed teaches that Christ
is not two persons but one; he is a divine person but
not a human person.

(iii) Against Eutyches, the Creed teaches that
Christ’s human nature was not absorbed by his divine
nature, but is distinct and separate from it.

Chalcedon laid down the boundaries in describing
the person of Christ. He is fully God and fully man, and
has these two natures in one person. Beyond this we
cannot go. Such is its importance that this language was
incorporated into our Westminster Confession of Faith.

The church must be faithful to “the word of the truth
of the gospel” (Col. 1:5). Helped by a letter upholding
sound Christology and the bold witness of a godly man,
the truth won out in the end.
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REVIEWS

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt,
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

It is Written: A Believer’s Guide to the Doctrine of
Scripture

John Hooper (ed.), Bible League Trust, hbk,
655pp, £20 (inc. p&p). Available at:
www.bibleleaguetrust.org

array ofauthors sympatheticto the Received Text

of Scripture as the inspired and providentially
preserved Word of God. It is appropriately titled, It is
Written. This was the battle cry for truth on the lips
of Jesus Christ and echoed by many of His inspired
servants.

Over the years the Church has produced many
essays, tracts, and books in defence of the Received
Text. However, as John Thackway points out in his
Foreword, such efforts have frequently been rather
academic and technical.

The need for a more straightforward and readable
defence in support of the Received Text has never
been greater. The range of Bible versions available
today indicates the level of uncertainty among the
reading public in choosing a Bible. Furthermore, It is
Written has come on stream at a time when, evidently,
there is a huge increase of interest, especially among
younger people, desperately looking for truth and
direction in a confusing world, with little help from
the Church.

The various authors of this production have covered
a comprehensive range of subjects related to the main
topic. Each essay comes with helpful suggestions for
further reading. Generally, the authors maintain a fairly
straightforward style with minimum use of technical
language. The integrity and promotion of the Received
Text is clearly seen in the careful work undertaken
by these men. The Bible League Trust has done the
Church a great and significant service in compiling
these essays. Each one in its own way confirms the
virtues of the Received Text for translation into the
world’s languages.

From the selection of these essays, it is easy to
identify two of the main weaknesses in the approach
of the contemporary Church’s attitude regarding
Scripture. First, there is the obvious problem of
providential manuscript preservation. Without divine
preservation down the centuries, we could not have
reliable underlying texts for Bible translations.

A second prevailing weakness is the sheer lack
of confidence in Bibles not based on the Received

T his book consists of twenty-three essays from an
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Text. In our post-
Higher Criticism world,
numerous matters can
dictate the relevance of
manuscripts for use in the
translation of Scripture.
This has resulted in
modern readers of the
New Testament being
challenged with multiple
‘lines’ and ‘asterisks’
and ‘footnotes’ imposed
on the biblical page,
suggesting that this text
or that passage is not in
the ‘most reliable manuscripts’.

Two essays in this new book challenge the most
notorious instances of this malicious attack on God'’s
Word. The first is on the suggested shorter ending
of Mark 16 (pp.317ff). Drawing on a whole variety of
sources, external, internal, historical and theological,
this particular essay demonstrates clearly that the
‘long ending’ of Mark 16 was recognised as authentic
since the earliest New Testament times.

A similar defence is made for what has become
known as the ‘Johannine Comma’, referring to the
Trinitarian statement in 1 John 5:7-8 (pp.341ff). The
essay presents a very reasonable and intelligent case
for the retention of those verses in John’s First Epistle.

There are also three appendices at the end of the
book. Although these three articles have no bearing
on the subject of the book, they make interesting
reading nevertheless! The first, ‘Neglect of the Bible’,
is based on a paper delivered at a conference in 2013
The second, ‘Peter Enns, the Bible and its Humanity’, is
an article first published in the Bible League Quarterly
in 2023, and is based on the controversial views of a
contemporary American theologian. The final appendix
has the title, ‘Does “Gender-inclusive” Language Have a
Place in the Bible?”’

Overall, It is Written is a marvellous support for
the Received Text of Scripture. In the essay on ‘Divine
Inspiration and Bible Translation’, the author quotes
John Calvin: “the prophets did not speak at their own
suggestion, but that, being organs of the Holy Spirit,
they only uttered what they had been commissioned
from heaven to declare” (pp.384-5).

This is a timely book with much helpful
information. It will be greatly appreciated by those
who truly love every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God.

Rev. Iain Smith
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COMMUNION DATES

Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.

November December January

2 Edinburgh-St Columba’s, 7 Burlington 11 St Louis
Kilmorack & Strathglass 14 Auburn-Opelika, Hunt County 25 Atlanta

9 Aberdeen, Tarbat 21 Pau

16 Brora, Glasgow-Shettleston

CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES

ORDINARY REMITTANCES
Sept 2025 Total to Sept 2025 Total to Sept 2024
£ £ £

Free Northern Presbytery
Aberdeen 2,150 19,350 19,350
Assynt & Scourie 0 13,298 12,853
Brora 1,000 16,263 14,034
Duthil-Dores 1,200 14,900 16,000
Inverness 2,000 30,308 23,888
Kilmorack & Strathglass 1,300 14,780 14,819
Kiltearn 0 0 500
Poolewe & Aultbea 0 0 8,820
Tarbat 1,000 10,287 11,487
Total Free Northern Presbytery 8,650 119,186 121,750
Southern Presbytery
Arran 0 60 5,369 5814
Ayr 0 1,000 11,246 10,610
Ballyclare & Doagh 0 1,200 11,581 11,744
Dumfries 0 0 0 1,010
Edinburgh 0 2,200 20,249 19,633
Clasgow - Knightswood 0 1,650 19,640 19,502
Clasgow - Partick 0 8,000 40,000 35,000
Glasgow - Shettleston 0 400 9,834 8,197
Rothesa 0 0 1,375 0
Total Southern Presbytery 14,510 119,293 111,599
Outer Hebrides Presbytery
Cross 2,250 19,050 19,450
Harris - Leverburgh 1,750 15,862 16,560
Knock & Point 1,700 16,802 14,088
North Uist & Grimsay 1,050 10,917 9,079
Scalpay 2,300 24,036 23,857
Stornoway 9,210 71,932 69,620
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery 18,260 158,599 152,653
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron
Bracadale & Duirinish (VWaternish) 500 8,271 4,500
Kilmuir & Stenscholl 500 5916 6,181
Lochalsh & Strath 1,500 19,528 22,940
Portree 3,500 18,231 16,606
Snizort 6,800 30,365 28,454
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery 12,800 82,311 78,681
Smiths Falls 0 0 995
Total From Congregations 54,220 479,389 465,678
Other Donations 3,700 87,108 29,684
legacy 0 116,668 1,000
TOTAL 683,165 496,363
Included in the above: Tax 74,508 71,386
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations 608,657 424,976

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church General Treasurer
should be sent to the Financial Administrator: Mr Murray Mackay
Mrs Donna Norris 1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown,

101 Young Road, Dunblane Glasgow G66 7HN
FK15 OFT generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org (mobile) 07793 535227

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their
trust in him.”

Proverbs 30:5
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