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I. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS 

(A) ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Introduction 

The Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee have continued their review of the running of the 

General Assembly and its statutory Standing and Special Committees in accordance with its remit from the 

General Assembly.  The work of the Committee this year has largely been taken up with routine business to 

enable the smooth running of the General Assembly and its various Standing and Special Committees. 

2.  General Assembly 

2.1.  General 

The Committee are indebted to the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, for the kind use 

of their buildings for the Assembly.  The Committee are pleased that the Assembly is once again able to 

return to these familiar surroundings which have served the Assembly so well for all but one of the nineteen 

years. 

Mr Bill McQueer has agreed to act as Assembly Officer again this year.  The Committee are grateful to him 

and to his assistants for the time they so freely give up to help the Assembly.   

In accordance with Act II Class II 2002, the Committee nominated a Moderator-Designate. 

2.2.  Assembly Commissioners’ Expenses 

In accordance with Act I Class II 2001 the Committee notified Presbyteries that they had set the maximum 

rate for Assembly Commissioners’ expenses which are paid from Central Funds through Presbyteries at 

£170 (£220 for Commissioners resident in the Outer Isles and £460 for Overseas Commissioners).  This is 

unchanged from last year. 

2.3.  Timetable for General Assembly 

Whilst the timetable is a matter for the Assembly themselves the Committee and the Assembly Clerks are 

working to enable business to be concluded by noon on the Thursday, with a cut off time of 2.30pm on the 

Thursday, so as to enable virtually all Commissioners to return home that day.  In the unlikely event of 

there being any outstanding business, this would require to be remitted to a meeting of the Commission of 

Assembly at a convenient date.   

2.4.  Catering 

Following a review of possible venues for catering, it is expected that the catering arrangements will follow 

the pattern of the last few Assemblies, with lunch being provided by the café now using the Halls at 

Liberton and high tea by the Braid Hills Hotel.  It is intended to restrict the choice at the evening meal to a 

main course and dessert to make the serving of the meal more efficient (attempts will be made to cater for 

those with special dietary needs if they inform the Clerks before the end of the first Sederunt).  The 

Committee continue to note comments made by Commissioners regarding catering, in order to ensure that 

the provision made is welcomed widely as possible. 

2.5  Commemoration of the Synod of Dort 

As many will be aware, 2019 marks the 400th anniversary of the Synod of Dort.  This important Synod, 

which drew representatives from various Reformed Churches took place during the difficulties in 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2019] 3 

 

 

connection with the contending of the Scottish Church for her liberties, and the attempts by King James VI 

to overthrow her Biblical, Presbyterian constitution.  Because of this, the General Assembly was unable to 

meet or to send a representative to the Synod.  Nevertheless, despite the lack of involvement by the Church 

in Scotland, there has always been a recognition of the important work conducted by the Synod of Dort in 

asserting the teaching of Scripture regarding the doctrines of grace and in its rejection of the errors of 

Arminianism.  It would therefore appear appropriate for this event to be commemorated and the Committee, 

in consultation with the Assembly Clerks, have arranged for an address thereanent to be given during the 

third Sederunt of the Assembly. 

2.6  Scripting of the Loyal & Dutiful Address 

According to the thanks recorded in the Minutes of the General Assembly, Rev. John J. Harding has, since 

at least 1989, been scripting the annual Loyal & Dutiful Address agreed upon by the Assembly.  This has 

been no small undertaking, from the securing of appropriate vellum to the skill of handwriting the Address.  

In and of itself it is a work of art, and it has been indicated that such is the impressiveness of the document 

that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth takes particular delight in personally reading it.   

Mr Harding has indicated that he is concerned that he is struggling to maintain the high standard he has set 

himself, and believes it would be helpful if this labour of love were delegated to another.  The Committee 

wish to place on record their thanks to Mr Harding for all the work he has put into this task over the years, 

and they pray that the Lord will continue to use him for the furtherance of the Gospel.  They are thankful to 

Miss Joan MacDonald, Inverness, for agreeing to take on this task and pray she will know the Lord’s 

blessing in it. 

3.  Assembly Clerks’ Department 

The Committee were saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs Janet MacKenzie in December 2018.  Mrs 

Mackenzie had served the Church as Assembly Office Manager for eighteen years following the events of 

January 2000.  She also assisted the Assembly Clerks in the production and dissemination of circulars, 

Committee Papers and Assembly Reports.  Her work was a model of efficiency and her discretion and 

willingness to assist relieved the Assembly Clerks of a great burden.  The Committee record their thanks to 

the Lord for the assistance she provided, and commend her husband, Ewan, to the Father of mercies and 

God of all comfort. 

Mr Murdo Murray (Stornoway), who is Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee, continues to assist 

the Assembly Clerks’ Department in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General 

Assembly.  This work, which is done quietly and behind the scenes, has relieved the Assembly Clerks and 

especially the Assistant Clerk of a great burden.  

Arrangements have been put in place to have sufficient secretarial help for the Assembly itself.  This is 

being organised by the Assistant Clerk. 

The Assembly Clerks continue to make available in electronic format the Principal Acts & Proceedings of 

the General Assembly.  Although hard copies are no longer supplied automatically to individuals, Church 

Courts and Standing Committees of Assembly, they will be supplied if requested.  Should anyone require a 

hard copy of the Acts & Proceedings, they are asked to communicate the same to the Assistant Clerk before 

the beginning of the Assembly to ensure that adequate supplies are available. 

4.  Committee Personnel 

4.1  Committee personnel from the Presbytery of the United States of America 

At the 2018 General Assembly, Standing Orders were amended to enable representation on Group 2 and 

Group 3 Committees from the Presbytery of the United States of America.  Such Committee personnel join 

their respective Committees by video-conferencing.  Although there are at times technological difficulties, 

as indicated below, as well as such members not always being available for meetings, there appears to be a 
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consensus that the presence on Committees of representatives from the United States has been beneficial to 

the Committees they serve on, as well as helpful in maintaining communication between the Presbytery of 

the United States of America and the Committees of the Church. 

4.2 Committee Clerks 

At their meeting in March the Committee accepted the resignation of Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod as Clerk of 

the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  Mr Macleod’s workload has increased due to 

Ministerial changes within his Presbytery.  The Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Macleod for 

his service to the Committee.  The Committee are grateful that Rev. Andrew Allan, who is familiar with the 

work of the said Committee, has agreed to be the new Clerk to the Committee. 

Subsequent to the March Committee meeting, Rev. Raymond Kemp tendered his resignation as Clerk to the 

Publications Committee.  The Committee are grateful to him for his service to the said Committee. 

5.  Video-conference Facilities for Church Courts and Committees 

5.1  Internet facilities for Committee Meetings in Inverness 

As indicated in their Report to the 2018 General Assembly, the Committee have now obtained the necessary 

hardware to enable a 4G internet connection to be used at Westhill.  Once the initial cost of the 4G router 

was paid (£35), the cost is £20 for each set of meetings.  The Assembly Clerks ensure that the router is 

working and that a laptop is available to enable video-conferencing. 

So far the results of this set up have been mixed, but some of the problems encountered have been teething 

problems due to confusion in how the video-conferencing system works.  Other difficulties appear to be due 

to problems with connections at the user’s end, and not at the Committee’s end.  Some have commented 

that at times there is difficulty in hearing what is being said.  This may be due to problems at the user’s end 

– it is vital that the user has appropriate hardware for using the system.  It is hoped that teething problems 

can be sorted out and that the system will prove beneficial.  The Committee will continue to keep this 

matter under review. 

Whilst the provision of this facility is not intended to discourage members of Committees from physically 

being present in Inverness during Committee meetings, the Committee note that this facility has been made 

use of by individuals, including Committee Clerks, who are only required to be present for a brief time 

during Committee meetings, and whose presence would otherwise involve an inordinate amount of travel or 

inconvenience.  In particular, this may enable some Advisers to be present for relevant sections of 

Committee meetings when otherwise this may appear impracticable or amount to a poor use of time or 

finances.  Given the benefits, the minimal cost of such internet facilities appear to be an efficient use of 

resources. 

5.2  Video-conferencing 

As noted last year, many now make use of Conference Call facilities.  The Committee have arranged for the 

use of the Zoom platform for video-conferencing, and it has been made available to Church Courts, 

Committees and other groups for Church-related business.  It is possible for two meetings to be held 

concurrently.  Mr Murdo Murray, who assists the Assembly Clerks, arranges the video-conferencing for the 

three stated meetings of the Committees during the year.  Anyone wishing to use the facilities must either 

contact him or Rev. James Gracie, either of whom will arrange the meeting and then communicate the 

details to the relevant Clerk who has requested the meeting, whose duty it is to invite others to the 

Conference Call.  The cost of two Host licences for one year is currently £288 in total, and this should lead 

to real cost savings. 

6.  Meetings of Committees and the Commission 

The Committee are grateful to the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars for the use of their building 

at Westhill for meetings of Committees.  They are also grateful to those who have provided hospitality on 

such occasions, and especially to Mr Glenn Fraser.   
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During the past year there was no urgent business to be brought before the Commission of Assembly and 

therefore the Commission did not meet.  Whilst the Commission of Assembly will continue to be available 

to meet under the terms of its appointment, if required, for urgent business, it is hoped that meetings will 

continue to be infrequent.  This has a number of benefits, including the reserving of business to the better 

attended and more representative General Assembly, and the freeing up of time for other business or the 

enabling of Committee members to return home sooner on the stated Committee days. 

 (B)  NOMINATIONS 

 

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending 

vacancies in Committees, agreed to recommend the lists of Committees and Clerks to the General Assembly 

as in the Proposed Deliverance.  A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations have not been 

sought is added for convenience.   

HENRY J.T. WOODS,  Convener 

GLENN FRASER,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

(A) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the 

Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Assembly itself and the 

Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, for the kind 

use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, for making their 

services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General Assembly to finish by 

around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly note that a commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the Synod of Dort has 

been arranged for the third Sederunt; 

7. The General Assembly thank Rev. John J. Harding for his labours over at least the last thirty years in 

scripting the Loyal & Dutiful Address; they pray that as he now relinquishes this duty, he may continue 

to know the Lord’s blessing in his own soul and that he would be used by the Lord to testify to the 

Gospel before kings and men; 

8. The General Assembly record with sadness the passing of Mrs Janet MacKenzie, Glasgow, who for 

eighteen years served the Church so efficiently and discreetly in the preparation and printing of 

documents for Committees and the Assembly, as well as being Assembly Office Manager; they thank 

God for the gifts given to her and commend her husband, Ewan, to the care and keeping of the Lord; 

9. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to assist in helping in 

the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General Assembly; 
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10. The General Assembly note that the change in Standing Orders to permit the participation of 

Committee personnel from the Free Presbytery of the United States of America on Group 2 and Group 

3 Committees has proved beneficial to both the Committees and the Presbytery themselves; they direct 

the Committee to continue to monitor the technology which makes such participation practicable;  

11. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-conferencing facilities for 

the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on Church-related business, and commend its 

use when appropriate;   

12. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of the various 

Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks;  

13. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Clerk of the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee, and Rev. Raymond Kemp for his work as Clerk to the Publications 

Committee;  

14. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars for the use of their 

Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of Assembly and the Commission of 

Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the provision of hospitality. 

(B) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements 

& Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these Committees in 

accordance with the following lists: 
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GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE &  

PROPERTY  

Ministers  

Mr Murdo MacIver [4] 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [3] 

Mr William B. Scott [3] 

Mr Iain Smith, Convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [2] 

Elders 

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway), [4] 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores), [4] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [1] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [1] 

 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 
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GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION &MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

Ministers 

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [4] 

Mr Warren E. Gardner [3] 

Mr Calum Smith [3] 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [2] 

Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,  

Publications Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener, Training 

of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [3] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [3] 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener, Public 

Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [2] 

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener, 

Publications Committee [1] 

Mr Christopher P. Reeder [1] 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee  

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 

GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

Ministers 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee [4] 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener, Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee and Vice-convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee [4] 

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee [3] 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and Vice-convener, 

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee [1] 

Mr Jonathan Mattull [1] 

Elders 

Mr James Wanliss [3] 

Mr Glenn Fraser, Convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee [2] 

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin), [2] 

Mr Peter Thurlow [1] 

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee [1] 

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly  

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY  

Ministers 

Mr John W. Keddie [2] 

Mr James I. Gracie [2] 

Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat), Convener [1] 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser [3] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener [2] 
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CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Andrew R Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows 

 

   

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS  

Dr Murdoch Murchison 

Mr Allan Murray 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)  

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery) 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery), Chairman  

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain MacPherson 

 

 

Mr John MacKenzie, Convener 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 

 

 

 




