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REPORT
OF THE

COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS

 
(A) ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS

 
1.  Introduction
In dealing with the business of Assembly Arrangements, the work of the Committee may appear routine.  
However, the Committee exercise a concern to ensure that the General Assembly and its Committees run 
as smoothly as possible and thus the Committee regularly keeps these matters under review.  All is to be  
done in a wise, orderly and God-honouring way, and it is in this spirit that the Committee engages in its  
work.

In accordance with Standing Order I.5 the Committee notified Presbyteries of their representation in the 
Assembly. 

In accordance with Act II Class II 2002, the Committee nominated a Moderator–Designate.

2.  Assembly Commissioners’ Expenses
In accordance with Act I Class II 2001 the Committee notified Presbyteries that they had set the maximum 
rate for Assembly Commissioners’ expenses which are paid from Central Funds through Presbyteries at  
£170 (£220 for Commissioners resident in the Outer Isles and £460 for Overseas Commissioners).  These 
rates take into account the fact that free meals are provided for Commissioners during the Assembly.  The 
rates remain unchanged from the previous year. 

3.  General Assembly
The Committee are once more indebted to the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh for  
the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly.

Mr Derick Gillies has again made himself available to act as Assembly Officer this year.  The Committee 
are grateful to him and his assistants for the time they so freely give up to help the Assembly.  They are  
also grateful to Miss Kaori Simpson of Yokati for again providing catering for Commissioners.

The practice of Commissioners intending to ask questions or speak in debates coming to the front pew  
before being asked to speak has helped expedite business.  Commissioners are again reminded of this 
procedure which should be an established feature of practice in the Assembly.

Each year there are complaints from Commissioners regarding the sound system in use at the General 
Assembly.  The Committee have been informed that there is limited scope for adding to the number of  
microphones in use.  However, most of the problem appears to be related to Commissioners failing to use  
the microphones properly.  Commissioners must speak clearly, and with adequate volume, directly into the  
microphones provided.  The Committee have requested the Moderators to be vigilant in ensuring that this 
actually occurs in practice.

Sederunts of the General Assembly are largely taken up with business affecting the Church herself whether 
at home or overseas.  However, the Committee are conscious that one important aspect of the Assembly’s  
work involves the providing of a platform for the visible expression of Ecumenical Relations with other  
churches and non-denominational  bodies.  This is seen, not only in the receiving of the Report of the 
Assembly’s Committee on Ecumenical Relations, but also in the reception of a variety of Delegates and  



Visitors from various churches and other bodies.  It is always a pleasure to hear of the Lord’s work in other 
areas of the world as well as important to hear of the work of various non-denominational agencies which 
seek to support  the Church in her  work.   By this  means a prayerful concern for  one another may be 
fostered and words of encouragement (and even rebuke) may be given and received in a spirit of brotherly  
love.  In order to ensure that the reception of such Delegates and Visitors might be as useful as possible,  
the Committee have requested the Principal Clerk to include in his advice to Delegates a reminder that they 
should  include  in  their  address  to  the  General  Assembly  relevant  information  about  the  work  of  the  
Church  /  Society  they  are  representing.   In  addition,  the  Committee  have  requested  the  Ecumenical  
Relations Committee to advise them regarding the frequency with which delegates should be invited to 
address  the General  Assembly.   In  this  way it  is  hoped that  a  sense  of  balance might  be maintained  
regarding the number of Delegates and Visitors present each year.  

Over the last few years the Committee has arranged for one of the Delegates to give a devotional Address 
at the beginning of the 6th Sederunt.  This has proved beneficial and it is intended to continue with this 
practice.  At times it may be profitable for other Speakers to be invited as time and business allows.  For  
example in 2010 the 450th anniversary of the Scottish Reformation was commemorated, whilst in 2011 
there was a remembrance of the 400 th anniversary of the publishing of the Authorised Version of the Bible.  
The Committee are not averse to Speakers being invited to give Addresses for specific commemorations. 
However, it is the Committee’s view that in the unusual event of a Committee of Assembly requesting a 
specific speaker to speak at a specific General Assembly that it would be expected that the theme of the  
address would both fall within the remit of the Committee making the request and that it would tie in with 
that Committee’s report to that specific General Assembly.  The Committee are not persuaded that the 
General Assembly is the right forum to seek to educate Ministers or the Church at large on specific issues,  
but that other forums should be utilised, such as Conferences and meetings at a congregational level.  

There are times when the Convener of a Committee cannot be present to present his Committee’s Report to 
the General Assembly.  On such occasions it is the duty of a Convener to ensure that his Vice-convener,  
failing whom another  member of  his  Committee,  is  alerted  in  sufficient  time to enable  a  meaningful 
presentation of his Report to be made.

4.  Assembly Clerks’ Department
Once more the Committee are most grateful to the Assembly Office Manager, Mrs Janet MacKenzie, for  
the assistance she gives to  the Assembly Clerks  in  the production  of  Memos,  Committee Papers and 
Assembly  Reports  etc,  as  well  as  her  most  efficient  assistance  during  the  meetings  of  the  General  
Assembly.  With the increasing use of e-mail more general circulars and memos are now being sent by this  
means.  As well as reducing workload, there are also significant cost savings to the Church.
 
The Committee are thankful to the Most High that the Principal Clerk, who was seriously ill in early 2012  
and on sick leave for a number of months has, since the meeting of the last Assembly, been enabled to 
maintain what is a full and heavy workload. The Committee are grateful for all the work done by both him 
and the Assistant Clerk by way of administration and the giving of advice to individuals and Church Courts 
and Committees.
 
5.  Committee Personnel
In recent years the Committee have found it increasingly difficult to make nominations for the filling of all 
vacancies on Standing and Special Committees of Assembly whilst keeping within the terms of the Standing 
Orders of Assembly.  Given that there are only at most eight members on each Group of Committees and that 
it is not uncommon for personnel to be absent from Committee meetings for legitimate reasons, it appears 
unwise to leave any vacancies  unfilled.   At the same time,  the principle  of  Presbyterial and Synodical 
representation is important and the Committee believe that it  should be maintained.  It  is,  however, the 
Committee’s hope that some minor changes in Standing Order VI.4 may assist the nominations process, and 
these changes are set out in the proposed deliverance.



The Committee wish to thank all those who serve on Committees, and their Clerks.  In particular they wish  
to place on record their gratitude to Mr Cameron MacLeay, who retires from acting as Clerk to the Finance 
& Sustentation Committee after twelve years of service.
 
6.  Meetings of Committees and the Commission
The Committee  are  grateful  to  the  Deacons’ Court  of  Inverness Free Greyfriars’ for  the use  of  their  
building at Westhill for meetings of Committees and the Commission.  They are also grateful to those who  
have provided hospitality on such occasions.  The Committee are pleased to note that last year there was a 
reduction in both the length and frequency of meetings of the Commission, and trust that this may become 
the rule rather than the exception.  

 
 

 (B)  NOMINATIONS
 

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending 
vacancies  in  Committees,  agreed  to  recommend  the  lists  of  Committees  and  Clerks  to  the  General  
Assembly as in the Proposed Deliverance.  A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations  
have not been sought is added for convenience.  
 

ALLAN MURRAY,  Convener
COLIN CRICHTON,  Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

(A)

1. The General  Assembly receive and adopt the Report  (A) Assembly Arrangements of  the Assembly 
Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the 
Assembly Clerks’ Department;

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Assembly itself and the 
Moderator’s reception;

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh for the kind 
use of their buildings for the Assembly;

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Derick Gillies, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, for again making 
their services available to the Assembly;

5. The General  Assembly note  the request  of  the Committee that  Assembly Commissioners discipline 
themselves to make proper use of the sound system provided for them;

6. The General Assembly thank the Committee for the steps they are taking to ensure that Delegates and 
Visitors  invited  to  address  the  General  Assembly  present  relevant  information  to  Commissioners 
regarding the Churches / other bodies they represent;

7. The General  Assembly welcome the principles set  out  by the Committee in their  Report  regarding 
Speakers at the General Assembly; 

8. The  General  Assembly  thank  Mrs  Janet  MacKenzie  for  the  work  she  undertakes  for  the  Church 
throughout  the year as Assembly Office Manager and for  her assistance in preparing and printing 



documents for the Assembly;

9. The General Assembly give thanks for the good measure of restoration to health of Rev. John MacLeod, 
Principal Clerk of Assembly and thank him and the Assistant Clerk for all the work they do for the 
Church throughout the year;

10. The  General  Assembly  thank all  those  who  contribute  to  the  efficient  functioning  of  the  various 
Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks;

11. The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI.4 as follows:

VI.4.1. Replace “two years” with “one year”

VI.4.2. Replace “two years” with “one year”

VI.4.4. Delete “the fulfilment of the remainder of the term of office of the member whose term of 
office had been prematurely terminated.” and insert “the filling of the vacancy as set out in  
paragraph VI.4.9.  below.  In  such circumstances,  the individual appointed as a  temporary 
replacement by the Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full four year  
period.”

VI.4.8. Change “March” to “February”

VI.4.9. Change “May” to “April”

VI.4.10.Add “(5)  In  the specific  case  where  no suitable  eligible  individual  from a  particular  
Presbytery or Synod is available to be nominated to fill a particular vacancy on a Standing or 
Special  Committee,  it  shall  be competent  for  the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 
Committee to nominate an individual from another Presbytery or Synod, so as to ensure that a 
full complement of members is maintained on each Committee.”

12. The General  Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for the use of their  
Westhill  building for  the meetings  of  Standing Committees of  Assembly  and the Commission of  
Assembly.

 
 

(B)
 
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements  

and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener;

2. The General  Assembly appoint  Standing and  other Committees and Clerks  to  these  Committees in 
accordance with the following lists:

 

GROUP 1
FINANCE & SUSTENTATION

LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY

 



Ministers
Mr Richard Ross  [4]
Mr Kenneth Macdonald,  Vice-convener, Finance 
& Sustentation Committee [3]
Mr David S. Fraser, Convener, Legal Advice & 
Property Committee [1]
Mr Robert Josey,  Vice-convener, Legal Advice & 
Property Committee  [1]

Elders
Mr Donald Martin (Stornoway)  [4]
Dr Andrew Naylor, Convener, Finance & Sustentation 
Committee  [2]
Mr John N. Gillies (Partick)  [2]
Mr John MacKenzie (Assynt) [2]
 
 

The  General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 
The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee

Mr John Macleod (Duthil-Dores, Rtd) and Mr Maurice Grant are Advisers to the Legal Advice & Property 
Committee

GROUP 2
PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS

PUBLICATIONS

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS

 

Ministers
Mr David Blunt, Convener,  Public Questions, 
Religion & Morals Committee [4]
Mr Andrew Allan,  Vice-convener, Training of the 
Ministry & Admissions Committee  [4]
Mr James Clark, Vice-convener, Publications 
Committee [3]
Mr William B. Scott,  Convener, Training of the 
Ministry & Admissions Committee and Vice-
convener, Public Questions, Religion & Morals 
Committee [2]
 

Elders
Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway)  [4]
Mr Glenn Fraser  [3]
Mr Lindsay MacCallum,  Convener, Publications 
Committee  [2]
Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea)  [1]
 
 

The Editor of  the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals 
Committee

The Magazine Editorial Team are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee 

GROUP 3
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS 
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

 



Ministers
Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener, Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee [3]
Mr William Macleod,  Convener, Ecumenical 
Relations Committee  [3]
Mr Allan Murray, Convener, Assembly 
Arrangements & Nominations Committee and Vice-
convener, Ecumenical Relations Committee [2]
Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod,  Convener, Welfare of 
Youth & Education Committee and Vice-convener, 
Home & Foreign Missions Committee [2]
 

Elders
Mr Donald Robertson,  Vice-convener, Welfare of 
Youth & Education Committee  [4]
Mr Alexander Watt  [4]
Mr Peter Thurlow  [3]
Mr Alister MacDonald, Sconser  [3]
 

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 
The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly and the Moderator 

of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 
Committee

STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
 

Ministers
Mr David M. Blunt [4]
Mr Greg MacDonald  [3]
Mr William Macleod  [3]
Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod  [2]
Mr Allan Murray  [2]
Mr William B. Scott  [2]
Mr David Fraser, Convener  [1]

Elders
Dr Andrew Naylor, Vice-convener  [2]
Mr Lindsay MacCallum  [2]
 

The Principal Clerk of Assembly, the Assistant Clerk of Assembly and the General Treasurer 
are ex officio Advisers to the Strategy Committee

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

 

Ministers
Mr Andrew Allan  [3]
Mr William B. Scott, Convener  [3] 
Mr Robert Josey  [2]

Elders
Mr Alexander Watt  [4]
Mr Callum MacLean (Stornoway), Vice-convener [3]



CLERKS TO COMMITTEES
 

TBA, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee 
Rev. John Macleod (Rtd), Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee
Rev. John Macleod (Rtd.) Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 
Rev. David M. Blunt, Clerk, Publications Committee 
Rev. James I. Gracie, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 
Mrs Isobel A. MacLeod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 
Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee 
Rev. Andrew Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee   
Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Strategy Committee 
Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows:
 

COMMITTEE ON NEGOTIATIONS

 

Ministers
Mr John Macleod (Duthil-Dores, Rtd.)
Mr Hugh M. Ferrier
Mr John A. Gillies,  Convener
Principal Clerk

Elders
Mr Maurice Grant
 

The Moderator is ex officio a member of the Committee on Negotiations
The Members of the Ecumenical Relations Committee are ex officio members of the Committee on 

Negotiations

AD HOC SPECIAL COMMITTEE ANENT REVIEW OF THE ACTS OF THE ASSEMBLY

 

Ministers
Mr Henry J.T. Woods
Mr James I. Gracie
Principal Clerk
Assistant Clerk

Elders
Mr Maurice Grant

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS

Dr Murdoch Murchison
 

GENERAL TRUSTEES

Mr John MacKenzie (Northern Presbytery),  Chairman
Mr Alistair MacKintosh (Inverness Presbytery)
Mr Donald Martin (Outer Hebrides Presbytery)
Mr Angus Shaw (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery)
Mr John N. Gillies (Southern Presbytery)
Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery)


