
XIII.

REPORT
OF THE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

 
1.  In response to an Overture from Members of the House at the 2001 General Assembly, a ‘Special 
Committee anent Building Projects’ was established.  Its remit was “to provide technical expertise and 
assistance to congregations contemplating new build and renovation projects” but that Committee was  
discharged  from its  role  in  2009.   The  Special  Committee  on  Building  Projects  was  revived  by  the 
Commission  of  Assembly  on  22  November  2011,  having  a  role  similar  to  the  remit  of  the  original  
Committee.
 
2.  All Presbyteries were instructed to commission up to two persons from within their bounds, having  
special skills in the disciplines of building design and construction or finance and project management to 
serve on the Committee on Building Projects.  The Presbyteries of Inverness and Skye & Lochcarron have 
yet to nominate suitable persons to serve on the Committee.
 
3.  The November 2011 Commission of Assembly also approved the establishment of a special fund to be 
known as the Central Building Fund.  Within the body of the Report to that Commission from the Finance  
Committee there was embodied the following paragraph that sought to articulate the thinking behind the 
Central Building Fund:
 

“Let us consider pooling what we can of our congregational resources to meet the challenge of  
today.  The first thing that we have to do is to ensure that we function as a body that can show fiscal  
prudence and credit  worthiness.   We are not  asking our people to attempt to  raise  substantial  
capital sums but to show that the Church is able to service whatever commercial borrowings may be 
necessary to progressively provide churches and manses as the need arises.  We are talking about  
seeking  mortgages  over,  say  20  year  terms,  to  enable  the  Church  as  a  body  to  provide  for  
congregations as the need arises within a planned framework, rather than congregations being left  
to fend for themselves.”

 
4.  The Report from the Committee on Finance & Sustentation deals in some detail with progress to date in  
respect of the Central Building Fund and the current thinking of that Committee concerning the mechanism 
for governing financial support to congregations contemplating provision of buildings.  It is hoped that  
these discussions can speedily be brought to a satisfactory conclusion so that congregations, Presbyteries 
and the Special Committee can move forward with tangible proposals in the near future.
 
5.  The Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee has already received a small number of expressions 
of interest from congregations facing potential difficulty in respect of buildings but, until the guidelines  
have been finalised by the Finance & Sustentation Committee for operation of the Central Building Fund, 
it has not been thought prudent for members of the Special Committee on Building Projects to meet.
 

JOHN MACKENZIE, Convener
 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE
 

1. The General  Assembly receive and adopt the interim Report of the Special  Committee on Building 
Projects;

2. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue to report progress to the General Assembly.


