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II. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

1.  Introduction 

The Committee on Ecumenical Relations are tasked with exploring, fostering and maintaining relationships 

between the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and churches around the world.  In practice, most of this 

work is very routine, but the Committee remain conscious that this is a solemn responsibility, reflecting the 

spiritual unity commended in Scripture between all the Lord’s people, as the body of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

‘The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee’ (1 Cor. 12:21).  The Committee’s duty is to 

promote cooperation where this is possible, and to help to build strong relationships with like-minded 

churches and organisations, which can serve the advance of the Kingdom of Christ, and promote its visible 

unity.  Equally, the Committee are conscious of the need to maintain a clear and separate stance against 

error and doctrinal compromise. 

As a Church, we have various degrees of contact with Reformed Churches at home and abroad, including 

churches from each of the major continents throughout the world.  This Report will summarise some of 

these contacts and highlight some important issues that merit the Assembly’s attention. 

2.  International Council of Reformed Churches (ICRC) 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the ICRC, and its European sub-division, the 

European Conference of Reformed Churches (EuCRC).  This affords an opportunity to send delegates to the 

meeting of the council every four years and is a cost-effective way to interact with and encourage Reformed 

Churches worldwide and to exert an influence on any of those Churches that might be drifting from their 

confessional moorings.  The ICRC met in July 2017 in Ontario, with Rev. J. MacLeod (Tarbat) and Rev. K. 

Macdonald (Rtd) representing our Church. 

The EuCRC is scheduled to meet from 15 to 18 May 2018 in Stone, Staffordshire.  The Committee are 

gratified to note that Rev. W. Macleod (Knightswood) has been invited to give one of the four conference 

lectures; he has therefore been appointed to represent the Free Church (Continuing) at the Conference.  The 

theme of the conference is ‘Caring for the Church of God’, and Mr Macleod’s topic is ‘Pastoral Care and 

Church Discipline’. 

3.  Affinity 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of Affinity, and is represented on the council by 

Rev. T.J. McGlynn. 

4.  North America 

The Committee maintain relations with a number of conservative North American denominations.  Within 

the last year, the Church was invited to be represented at the Synod of the Heritage Reformed 

Congregations (HRC), at the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) and at the 

Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America.  The Committee were gratified to note that the 

2017 General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church have moved to restore their formal 

relationship with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) by inviting the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship. 

The Committee also note with prayerful interest the discussions taking place in North America between our 

own Presbytery there and the Presbyterian Reformed Church toward a closer working relationship.  We 

commend this to the prayers of the Church. 
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5.  The Netherlands 

Thus far, the Free Church (Continuing) has maintained ecumenical relations with two Reformed Churches 

in the Netherlands.  However, ongoing relations with one of these Churches must now be reconsidered.  At 

a meeting of the Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (liberated), or GKN(v), in 2017, a 

finding was reached on the rôle of women in the Church.  The Synod decided that “next to the view that 

(certain) offices are to be reserved for men, there is also room for the view that these offices may be filled 

by women” (quotation from official letter of GKN(v) moderamen dated 4 July 2017; italics in original).  As 

this finding represented a change from the status quo, it cannot be finalised without going down to 

Consistories (Kirk Sessions) under a procedure similar to our Barrier Act.  The votes of Consistories will 

then come back to the next General Synod in 2020.  If at the 2020 Synod it were found that a majority of 

Consistories had approved a change in the status quo, that could still be appealed against to a further 

General Synod in 2023.  It should be borne in mind that in terms of Dutch practice, findings of Synod do 

not bind individual consistories in the same way as findings of Assembly bind our Kirk Sessions. 

At the ICRC meeting in July 2017, the matter was fully debated.  It was the view of the ICRC, as it is the 

view of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations that, this decision is wholly unwarranted and unscriptural.    

For this reason, the ICRC agreed to suspend the membership of the GKN(v) in the ICRC, to be considered 

again, in the light of further developments, at the next meeting of the ICRC in 2021.  It would seem prudent 

to act in harmony with the other Reformed Churches represented at the ICRC.  It would also be wise not to 

go beyond this decision until it is known whether the Synod finding is to be finalised by the GKN(v).  With 

sadness, the Committee on Ecumenical Relations must therefore recommend to the Assembly that the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing) suspend ecumenical relations with the Gereformeerde Kerken in 

Nederland (vrijgemaakt).  The effect of this decision would be that the GKN(v) will no longer be invited to 

send a delegate to the Free Church (Continuing) General Assembly, nor will the Free Church (Continuing) 

send any further delegates to the GKN(v) Synod, until this matter is resolved. 

6.  Other Churches Overseas 

The Free Church (Continuing) was represented by Rev. D. Fraser (Rtd) at the last meeting of Synod of the 

Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika (GKSA).  The Committee have responded to correspondence from the 

Puritan Reformed Church of Brazil and the Presbyterian Church of Colombia and continue to investigate 

whether closer relationships can appropriately be established with these churches.  The Committee also 

noted with pleasure correspondence with the Sudanese Reformed Church on the occasion of their silver 

jubilee in 2017 (having been founded in 1992), a Church that has known persecution and suffering for the 

cause of the Gospel. 

7.  Scotland 

The Committee continue to work to develop ecumenical relations with like-minded Churches in Scotland. 

We maintain relations with the Associated Presbyterian Churches (APC).  The Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of Scotland (RPCS) sent Rev. Andrew Quigley as a delegate to our 2017 General Assembly.  A 

Committee of representatives, appointed by the Committee on Ecumenical Relations, met with 

representatives of the RPCS in Glasgow in December 2017 to discuss relations between our Churches.  The 

representatives of both Churches agreed that there is room for fellowship and mutual benefit between our 

men at an informal level through the Free Church School in Theology, and through occasional sharing of 

pulpits, and room for particular cooperation in supporting the Christian schools that operate in Glasgow and 

Stornoway.  It is intended that dialogue will continue. 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Acting Convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations and 

thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the Acting Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) has a duty to 

recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate relations with them where possible, 

without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European Conference of Reformed Churches, 

and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this organisation; the Assembly also 

thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our Church’s representative on the Affinity 

council; 

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly of the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a formal 

relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to re-enter formally the 

status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the Presbytery of the 

Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that these will develop toward closer 

ecumenical relations; 

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken in 

Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the view that women may be admitted to office in 

the Church, consider this decision unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical 

relations with the GKN(v); 

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
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