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 IX. 
REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 
The Committee wish to express their gratitude to Almighty God for the many privileges our denomination 
has been given in our endeavours to share the Gospel entrusted to us.  We are thankful that we still have a 
missions work and pray that the Lord would continue to prosper our involvement wherever opportunity 
affords.  We are also indebted to those who support the various missionary efforts by their service, prayers 
and financial contributions. 

2.  Home Mission Work 
a)  Home Mission Worker 
Our Home Mission worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, continues to work tirelessly as he seeks to spread 
the Gospel through literature distribution as well as street and door-to-door evangelism.  His work in the 
past year has taken him from Lewis to London and from Edinburgh to Ulster.  The Committee commend 
Mr Morrison to the prayers of the Lord's people as well as to their ongoing practical support for his work 
which he does in the name of our denomination and for the sake of Christ's kingdom. 

b)  Church Planter/Evangelistic Assistant 
The Committee continue to give consideration to the possibility of bringing proposals to a future Assembly 
regarding this matter. 

3.  UK/European Mission 
a)  Ballyclare & Doagh 
The Committee note with satisfaction that the work in Ballyclare & Doagh continues to develop.  They are 
so pleased that, despite some obstacles along the way, the outreach work in Portavogie which began in 
February 2016 has been progressing.  There has been a wedding conducted there recently.  Also a family 
have applied for membership and have requested baptism for their child.  In addition to the two families 
that attend, there are individuals who regularly join with them.  Recently another couple have begun 
attending and it is hoped that they will commit themselves to the work.   

The Committee are grateful to God for sustaining and preserving this work. We would value the ongoing 
prayers of the denomination.  Outreach is not easy.  That this work shows signs of life and progress is 
entirely of God. 

The General Assembly of 2016 approved a £300 monthly additional grant payment to the Congregation of 
Ballyclare & Doagh for a period up to and inclusive of May 2017.  It is proposed to increase the monthly 
additional grant payment to £500 per month, effective from the cessation of the current arrangements, up to 
and inclusive of May 2018. 

b)  Spain 
It is difficult perhaps for us here at home to fully appreciate the difficulties of organising services in three or 
four different localities over which we have the spiritual oversight, but this is what our brother Rev. Jorge 
Ruiz Ortiz has to do every week.  He is responsible for three preaching stations in Spain (Barcelona, also 
known as Rubi, Miranda and Bilbao), which for the purposes of administration are treated as one although 
they are many miles apart.  The great challenge facing this work is the difficulty of obtaining suitable 
supply in Barcelona.   
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Recently a four-day conference was sponsored by the Kirk Session and organised to meet in Miranda de 
Ebro from 10th - 14th May.  The purpose of the conference, known as Miranda 500, was to commemorate 
five hundred years since the Reformation, with papers drawing lessons from the Reformation and 
addressing some of the issues facing the church today.  The speakers expected were Jorge Ruiz, Maurice 
Roberts, Bill Scott, John MacLeod (Port), James MacInnes, and Jose Fernandez (originally from Costa Rica 
and now ministering in Chicago).  Others expected to attend included James Millar (Ayr) as well as 
brethren from South America, North America, Spain, France and Scotland. 

It is also hoped to have a youth camp led by Rev. Timothy McGlynn from 11th - 18th August, along the 
lines of what is done in in our own camps. 

At present the Spanish work is carried out at no financial cost to the denomination.  Support from Scotland 
is via private contributions to Support Reformed Spain.  Mr Glenn Fraser also sells secondhand books (as a 
side line with his bookstall) and the money made on the sale of these is used for Spain also.  The Committee 
are of the view that provisions should be put in place to give more financial support to this work and will be 
discussing this at future meetings with a view to bringing their mature deliberations to a future General 
Assembly. 

c)  France 
In addition to the Spanish work, another preaching station, also under the pastoral care of Mr Ruiz Ortiz, 
was started in Pau in France with the encouragement of the Kirk Session.  The group in Pau currently 
number fifteen persons of whom eight are communicant members and the remaining seven are their 
children.  Recently the Lord’s Supper was administered in Pau for the first time and there were added to the 
membership of the combined Spanish/French work those eight communicant members.  This is an 
encouraging development as there is among this number a young man who has been training for the 
ministry under Mr Ruiz Ortiz for the past two years. 

d)  South America 
The Committee have been informed of a number of contacts from various groups in South America, some 
of whom connect to services via webcasts, who are eager to have closer connections with the denomination.  
These contacts have come mostly through the work of the online seminary run by Mr Ruiz Ortiz.  The 
Committee has done some work on trying to collate these and will consider the best way to bring their 
findings before the Church. 

e)  London 
Services began to be held in London a year and a half ago.  The work is an outreach from Knightswood and 
is under the Knightswood Kirk Session.  Two families have been there from the beginning and have been 
very committed.  Recently some others have joined, so that now around fifteen attend regularly and are 
committed.  It is hoped that a first communion service will be held in May.  To begin with, two services 
were held on the Sabbath, but that was reduced to one because of the distances that folk have to travel and 
some of the children being very young.  The services are held in the Ham Christian Fellowship building, 
Lock Road, Richmond, which is kindly given at a minimum rent.  At the moment, the time for the service is 
3.30pm but there is a desire to move to a morning service, if a suitable, available location can be found.  
The Committee commend this ongoing work to the prayers of our people. 

4.  International Mission 
a)  Zambia 
The Committee is saddened to report that despite various attempts to have the Zambia Mission trustees 
address a number of serious matters that were raised over a year ago, there has been little response other 
than to acknowledge receipt of our correspondence.  Over the past year a number of suggestions from others 
interested in maintaining the work there and aimed at seeking to address some of the concerns raised by the 
Committee have been passed on to the Trustees for their consideration. 
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 b).  Sri Lanka:  
Vavuniya Mission 
Since 2012 our minister Rev. S N V Partheepan has worked in a church plant in Vavuniya (in the Northern 
part of Sri Lanka):  There are currently forty-five people regularly worshipping at the morning service and 
about one hundred at the evening service.  A Sabbath school also meets prior to the evening service and 
fifty to sixty children attend regularly.  Almost all the children are from a Hindu background and have been 
coming since the commencement of the work in Vavuniya.  The seminary work there is going well with 
around twelve to fifteen men attending the classes every month. 

Currently, the church rents one house in Vavuniya and has built a temporary shelter for worship on leased 
land.  However the Congregation recently purchased land for a more suitable place of worship. 

Mullaitheevu Mission 
Last year, another mission station was set up in Mullaitheevu, 80km from Vavuniya, and by God's grace 
there are already around twenty five to thirty people worshipping there regularly.  The Vavuniya 
Congregation appointed an evangelist to undertake the work in Mullaitheevu and he and his family have 
relocated to the area where he engages in evangelical outreach work in the mainly Roman Catholic and 
Hindu community.  Apart from this mission there is no other reformed church.  

The work in Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu is being prospered by the Lord but with this growth there come 
greater needs.  At present worship is held in the house (rented by the church) where our evangelist and his 
family live but we are pleased to report that land has recently been purchased, thanks to the generosity of 
one of our Christian friends.  The Congregation is now looking for further financial support to enable them 
to construct a more suitable place of worship. 

Pastoral Concerns 
As is often the case with fledgling spiritual works, there have been a number of pastoral problems which Mr 
Shanmugam Partheepan has had to face.  In order to assist him in dealing with some of these problems, the 
Kirk Session requested help to send one of its members over to assist Mr Shanmugam Partheepan with 
these matters.  The Committee agreed to fund the cost of a flight and Rev. William Macleod was able to 
render valuable help to our brother in Sri Lanka. 

Diaconal Works 
Much diaconal aid has been given by both congregations.  The lion's share of the funding for this has come 
from the generous assistance given by Ceylon Christian Care.  The Committee express their deep gratitude 
to them for the help they continue to give.  The Committee feel however that the home Church ought to 
give more consideration to how we can support this work in a more formal and regular financial way.  To 
this end it is proposed that some of the monies previous budgeted for the training of a second Sri Lankan 
pastor, but which cannot be utilised for lack of a suitable candidate, be given as a grant to the two 
Congregations in the process of building of places of worship.  The Committee therefore propose that a 
grant of £2,000 be made to each of the Congregations of Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu for the purpose of 
assisting them to provide suitable places of worship in these localities. 

Training of a second Sri Lankan pastor 
As mentioned in last year's deliverance, the Committee proposed a scheme for identifying suitable 
candidates for the ministry from Sri Lanka.  As yet no suitable candidates have been identified and the 
Committee will continue to keep this matter before them. 

Renewal of Grant 
The General Assembly of 2014 directed the Committee to liaise with the Finance & Sustentation 
Committee so as continue their support of Mr Shanmugam Partheepan by allocating £6,000 per annum 
towards his stipend (later amended to grant on the understanding that Mr Partheepan is not to be considered 
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as an employee of the Church) for a further period of three years, on the understanding that the situation 
would continue to be reviewed at the end of the three years.  In view of the expiry of this arrangement at 
this Assembly, the Committee request that Mr Partheepan's grant maintenance be increased to £580 per 
month as of June 2017, this grant maintenance payment to be paid to Mr Partheepan in Sri Lankan Rupees 
with the proviso that the total annual amount allocated does not exceed £7,000 and on the understanding 
that the situation will be reviewed after three years. 

5.  Presbytery of the United States 
As reported last year, the Presbytery receives virtually no regular support from the Committee.  The 
Committee remains available for advice if requested by the Presbytery but other than this there is nothing to 
report regarding the Committee's involvement. 

6.  Smiths Falls 
The Congregation recently had the services of the Rev. Kenneth Macdonald.  A report of his visit appeared 
in the Witness and it is unnecessary to reproduce it here.  The Congregation presently have the services of a 
retired minister from the United Reformed Church of Canada, Rev. John Roke, who preaches for them most 
Sabbaths.  It is hoped that this will continue for about four months.  

7.  China and H.T.M. 
The Committee continues to support the work of the China and Hudson Taylor Ministries with the supply of 
ministers from among us who are able to assist in the work there.  God willing Rev. John Macleod, Duthil-
Dores (Rtd), will travel to China in May 2017 and lecture on 2 Corinthians and Sanctification.  Later in 
October Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat, is scheduled to go and lecture on the book of Exodus and on a yet to 
be defined pastoral subject.  Last year four of our men travelled to the same place, but due to difficulties in 
getting students of the right calibre, the Chinese organisers felt it prudent to limit our involvement to two 
sessions at the School this year.  The matter will be reviewed in 2018. 

The Committee recommend this work to the prayers and practical generosity of our people. 

HENRY J.T WOODS, Convener  
GAVIN BEERS, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign 
Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his 
continued faithful service and assistance and commend Mr Morrison, his wife and family to the 
prayers of our people; 

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord's blessing upon the Congregation of 
Ballyclare & Doagh and especially the encouragements received in their outreach work in 
Portavogie; 

4. The General Assembly approve the increased grant payment of £500 per month to the Congregation 
of Ballyclare & Doagh, effective from the cessation of the current arrangements, up to and inclusive 
of May 2018; 

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in Spain and commend the work to the prayers and 
financial support of our people, thank Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the 
Reformed cause in Spain and further afield, commend the efforts made in the organising of the 
recent Conference and the anticipated youth camp, are gratified to hear of the recent developments in 
Pau in France and commend this work to our praying people; 
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 6. The General Assembly note with interest the developments in the London outreach under the care of 
the Knightswood Kirk Session, seek to encourage all those involved in the work and commend this 
work to the prayers of our people; 

7. The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee no satisfactory reply has 
yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees, and direct the Committee to continue their 
efforts in this regard; 

8. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka 
under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  They commend Mr Partheepan for his tireless service and 
commit both him and his wife Dinogi to the prayers of our people; 

9. The General Assembly note the recent purchases of land in both Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu with a 
view to providing more suitable places of worship.  They approve the reallocation of the monies 
previously budgeted for the training of a second Sri Lankan pastor, but which cannot be utilised for 
lack of a suitable candidate, to be given as a grant to the two Congregations in the process of 
building of places of worship, and award a grant of £2,000 to each of the congregations of Vavuniya 
and Mullaitheevu for the purpose of assisting them to provide suitable places of worship in these 
localities; 

10. The General Assembly increase Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan’s grant maintenance to £580 per month as 
of June 2017, this to be paid to Mr Partheepan in Sri Lankan Rupees, with the proviso that the total 
annual amount allocated does not exceed £7,000 and on the understanding that the situation will be 
reviewed at the end of three years; 

11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for 
their generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in Sri Lanka; 

12. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States of America and 
encourage our brethren in their labours in the Lord's work; 

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation of Smiths Falls and 
commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of the Church; 

14. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by the Hudson 
Taylor Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a number of our 
ministers to this work and encourage those who are able to give their services to this most worthy 
endeavour.  They note the increasing pressures being brought by the state upon the Church in that 
land and commit our fellow believers there to the protection of Almighty God, praying that the Lord 
will turn the hearts of those in authority to be nursing fathers and nursing mothers to the cause of the 
Lord. 
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