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IX. 

REPORT 
OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 
This report is designed to highlight for the General Assembly the major areas of activity of the Home & 
Foreign Missions Committee over the past year.  The Committee are bound to draw attention to the 
remarkable increase in our missionary interests during the past number of years.  What grace, that the 
Captain of our Salvation should allow our denomination some part in his campaigns and share blessings 
from his victory! 
 
As ever the Committee are much indebted to the generosity and spiritual concern of our people in 
supporting the mission work of the denomination.  
 
2.  Home Mission Work 
Reams of good evangelistic and Reformed literature were distributed and circulated in the various places 
visited by our Home Mission Worker across Scotland in 2015.  The Committee appreciate the sense of deep 
privilege and joy felt by Mr Morrison to be thus serving his Master.  He delights at being able to share with 
so many people the glorious gospel message of salvation and assure all of God’s unchanging promise: 
‘whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 
Places visited were: Edinburgh (Leith), Ayr, Isle of Skye (Staffin and Snizort districts), Dores (Loch Ness), 
Stornoway, Aultbea (Ross-shire), and also the Shettleston and Knightswood areas of Glasgow.  Mission 
outreach was engaged in at the Hebridean Celtic Festival, the Groove Loch Ness Festival, in Dores, and at 
the Military Army Base in Fort George.  Extensive outreach was also engaged in throughout the year on the 
High Street in Inverness. 
  
A combined total of around 15,000 gospel tracts were distributed, in addition to 9,219 booklets and 
magazines, 283 Bibles and 6,000 Trinitarian Bible Society calendars, along with a large quantity of 
literature in various foreign languages.  Mr Morrison finds the evangelistic Good News magazine, 
containing inspirational gospel stories and personal testimonies, an invaluable witnessing tool in reaching 
out with the gospel.  Pray that all the materials given out will be richly blessed to the countless numbers 
who receive them. 
 
As well as those outwith the denomination who seek to entice Mr Morrison away from his work, a request 
was also received this year from the Southern Presbytery, desiring Mr Morrison to consider basing himself 
within their Bounds.  This was duly considered at a Committee meeting, but Mr Morrison, whilst 
appreciative of the request, chose to remain in the Inverness region. 
 
3.  Jewish Mission 
Having been given the remit at the 2015 General Assembly, to consult with other bodies involved in Jewish 
Evangelism, the Committee made contact with a number of organisations already known to them, in order 
to seek their advice on the denomination becoming actively involved in Jewish outreach.  Useful, if 
somewhat limited feedback was received, which guided the Committee in making the first stage proposal 
which is included in the Deliverance. 
 
The Finding of the 2015 General Assembly further directed the Committee to take note of the 2002 Act 
Anent Co-operative Evangelism in relation to Jewish Outreach, and consideration of this will be returned 
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to, if the above mentioned proposal is accepted by the General Assembly. 
4.  UK/European Mission 
1.  Ballyclare & Doagh 
The congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh, together with Rev. E.T Kirkland, being admitted to the 
denomination at the 2014 General Assembly, now fall under the care of the Home & Foreign Missions 
Committee.  The Missions Committee act in loco synodi for this new congregation, (as for other overseas 
congregations).  It is heartening for the Committee to receive reports of an extension to the work being 
established in Portavogie, about an hour and a half's drive away.  Although under the care of the Missions 
Committee, the minister serves as an Assessor to the Southern Presbytery, a link for which he and his 
congregation are most grateful.  Further, a Kirk Session, drawing on Assessors from the Southern 
Presbytery, assist the work greatly. 
 
2.  Spain 
At the General Assembly of 2015 the Home & Foreign Missions Committee were given the remit to take 
immediate oversight of the work of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz in Spain and elsewhere, and to investigate the 
most appropriate means of oversight for the work in the long term and report on the same to the next 
General Assembly. 
 
Having been given such a remit the Committee were left to establish the precise nature of 'the work'; how to 
provide immediate oversight; and to determine the most appropriate means of oversight in the long term.  
The work itself is in the nature of a scattered congregation, served by Mr Ruiz as their pastor.  As such the 
Committee took the view that they had been given oversight of a pastor and his congregation, and felt that 
the best immediate oversight possible would be to form a local Kirk Session, with Mr Ruiz as Moderator of 
Session.  This was then done, and Rev. A. James MacIness, Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. H.J.T Woods and 
Mr Donald Robertson were appointed to the Kirk Session as Assessors.  
 
The Committee remains of the view that a Kirk Session is the best long-term oversight possible for the 
work, but that in time a Session consisting of members of the local congregation would be greatly desirable.  
The Committee have appreciated the efforts made by the Kirk Session, and their endeavours to keep the 
Committee updated on their activities.  The records of the Session are made available to the Committee 
each year, in English, as are the records of all similar overseas works.  
 
3.  London 
Another new venture this past year has been the establishing of an outreach in London.  Having initially had 
promising expressions of interest which seemed to fade away, it was with a real sense of providential care 
that this work has been begun.  Although reported on here for the sake of completeness, it operates directly 
under the care of the Knightswood Kirk Session, who kindly keep the Committee informed of the work as it 
progresses. 
 
5.  International Missions 
1.  Zambia 
The work in Zambia comes under the Covenant College Zambia Trust, with its three areas of ministry being 
the Pastor Training College, Christian Education, and Farming God's Way. 
 
This year has proved to be a year of intense strain both for the Committee and the Lachman family.  
Financial laxity, if not mismanagement, together with an increasingly uneasy working relationship with 
new members of staff, have created real burdens for existing staff, including not only Mr Lachman, but also 
Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and Mr Jackson Kasolo.  The annual Trustee meeting, with the FC(C) 
represented by Rev. Andrew Allan, once more dealt extensively with serious concerns on the ground, but  
was unable to agree on clear or decisive action.  Faced with a deteriorating situation, the Committee wrote 
to the Trust asking them to meet urgently, in order to take immediate action in areas of finance, pastoral 
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care, discipline and the clearing of the good names of a number of individuals.  It is with deep sorrow that 
our request was not followed through.  As such the Committee have now written to the Lachman family, 
instructing them to withdraw from the field at their earliest convenience.  This has caused sadness and much 
soul-searching for the Committee and especially the Lachman family.  The Committee longed for a more 
favourable outcome to be included within its Report, nevertheless, Providence gave us a window of fifteen 
years of labouring in southern Africa.  For the vast majority of that time we had a permanent missionary in 
situ.  Dozens of pastoral students have been exposed to reformed doctrine and biblical teaching.  Our links 
with Covenant College are not over.  As a denomination we have a permanent seat on the Trust.  It will now 
be part of the Committee’s work to seek to rebuild from this setback, and to consider the nature of our 
future involvement. 
 
Mr Lachman has received a call to the pastoral charge of the Hobart congregation of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church of Australia, and if all goes well, anticipates closing with this call, pending successful 
visa applications.  The Committee record their sincere thanks to Mr Lachman for his faithful labours in 
Zambia over six years. 
 
2.  Sri Lanka 
The mission work in Sri Lanka continues to be a substantial part of the Committee's responsibility.  With 
Sri Lankan payments now coming from the Committee's budget through the Central Funds of the Church, 
the Committee have had scope to provide expenses support, drawing from the Parthee Support Fund to 
meet this need.  It can be noted that this fund is now to be renamed the Sri Lanka Support Fund, to avoid 
any sense of the fund being a personal Fund for our missionary. 
 
The Kirk Session and Deacons' Court continue to be manned by Assessors from Scotland, alongside the 
minister himself.  It remains the hope to see men raised up within the congregation itself to take office.  A 
generous donation has been received in order to purchase land, and the establishing of a permanent place of 
worship.  
 
Attendances remain good, with between 50 and 110 each Lord's Day in Vavuniya, and up to 40 in 
Mullaitheevu.  In January the Convener was able to visit the congregation, and was greatly encouraged by 
the interest and earnestness of the congregation, and especially the retention of the sermon material by the 
young people. 
 
Each month there is also a two-day Seminary, with men travelling from across the country to attend.  
Partheepan shares the lecturing duties with some other Sri Lankan reformed ministers, but manages the 
course and marks the coursework himself. 
 
It is right to note again the enormous support that Ceylon Christian Care has been to the establishing and 
sustaining of the mission work in Sri Lanka.  The spiritual interest shown by our Dutch brethren in the 
Mission and our Missionary is greatly appreciated.  
 
In seeking to develop the work further, the Committee recognise that ideally a second Sri Lankan, called of 
the Lord to the ministry, and trained and grounded in reformed doctrine, would be a major step towards the 
development of a permanent work.  As such we are now proposing that Partheepan be tasked with 
identifying potential suitable candidates, who would benefit from our Seminary training.  The Committee 
would then be tasked with bringing forward proposals that would enable us to achieve the aim of a second 
fully-trained minister to work alongside Partheepan. 
 
3.  Canada - Smiths Falls 
The work in Smiths Falls has seen substantial changes over this past year.  Rev. Bert Pohl resigned from the 
charge due to ill health, and the Pohls have now moved away from the locality while he seeks to recover 
from his illness.  The Committee wish to record both their thanks to Mr Pohl for his ministry, as well as 
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their prayers for his full recovery. 
With this changing situation, the Committee asked Rev. James Gracie to visit the congregation for a period 
of two weeks, and report back to the Committee.  This visit and report was invaluable for both the 
Committee and the congregation.  It served to assure the congregation of the continued commitment of the 
FC(C) to support them through this vacancy.  The Kirk Session was also strengthened at this point, and Mr 
Gracie now serves as the Interim-Moderator. 
 
4.  Presbytery of the United States 
The Committee reserve a section each year for the USA, but each year it is felt almost duplicitous to do so, 
as the US Presbytery function without any regular support from the Committee.  Indeed the Committee's 
function is largely to offer support only in exceptional circumstances.  Over the past year there has been an 
approach made to the Presbytery from the Presbyterian Reformed Church, seeking closer ties with the 
Presbytery.  These discussions are ongoing. 
 
5.  Asian Support 
With the continued support of Hudson Taylor Ministries we have been able to maintain the 2014 level of 
support for 2015.  Over the course of last year, four of our ministers were able to provide lectures in Asia, 
namely, Rev. John Macleod (Rtd), Rev. Kenneth Macdonald, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) and Rev. 
Andrew Allan.  For 2016 it is anticipated that five of our ministers will be able to assist in varied locations.  
Gratitude is extended to all those who give their time to the organising of these trips, to the ministers who 
make themselves available, and indeed to their congregations who gift their pastor for a few weeks for this 
most encouraging opportunity. 
 

GREG MACDONALD, Convener 
HENRY J.T WOODS, Vice-convener 

 
Proposed Deliverance 

 
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Committee, especially the 

Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald J Morrison, for his continued 
faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his wife and family to the prayers of 
our people; 

3. The General Assembly approve the support given to Christian Witness to Israel; 

4. Aware of constraints in engaging directly in Jewish evangelism in Scotland, the General Assembly 
approve a support grant of £500 per annum to subsidise any ministers or elders of the church who 
wish to avail themselves of the training offered annually by Christian Witness to Israel during their 
week long course in London.  Further, the General Assembly recognise and approve of the desire of 
the Committee that this be a first step in seeking to fulfil our duty in regard to Jewish evangelism; 

5. The General Assembly thank Rev. David Lachman for his years of labour at Covenant College, and 
note that Mr Lachman’s service in Zambia is now at a close; 

6. The General Assembly note with concern the difficulties affecting Covenant College Zambia Trust, 
and thank Rev. Andrew Allan for his dedication as the Church's representative Trustee once again 
this year; 

7. The General Assembly commend Rev. & Mrs David Lachman and family to the prayers of the 
Church; 

8. The General Assembly continue to commend the work done through Covenant College Zambia 
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Trust to the wider Church for prayerful support, and recognise this as a critical juncture in its history; 

9. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States of America and 
encourage our brethren in their labour for the Lord; 

10. The General Assembly note the resignation of Rev. Bert Pohl from the pastoral charge of Smiths 
Falls due to ill health and commend the Pohl family to the prayers of the wider Church; 

11. The General Assembly give thanks for the congregation of Smiths Falls, Canada, and assure them of 
their prayerful care and interest in them during their vacancy; they further note the strengthening of 
the Smiths Falls Kirk Session and the appointment of Rev. James Gracie as Interim-Moderator; 

12. The General Assembly note with pleasure the strengthening of the mission work in Vavuniya, Sri 
Lanka under the care of Rev. Partheepan Nixon Shanmugam; 

13. The General Assembly note the expansion of the work in Sri Lanka into Mullaitheevu, and 
commend this also to the prayers of the wider Church; 

14. The General Assembly acknowledge their debt to the generosity of Ceylon Christian Care in 
supporting the diaconal mission work in Sri Lanka; 

15. The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme of identifying suitable candidates for the 
ministry from Sri Lanka, who would benefit from tutoring through the Seminary, and instruct the 
Committee to investigate, in consultation with the Sri Lanka Kirk Session, the best way of achieving 
the aim of a second fully-trained Sri Lankan minister to work alongside Mr Shanmugam; 

16. The General Assembly note with pleasure the continuing witness of the Ballyclare & Doagh 
Congregation, together with the labours of Rev. E.Trevor Kirkland.  They further note the recent 
development of outreach work in Portavogie, and commend Mr Kirkland for his zeal in the Gospel; 

17. The General Assembly encourage Rev. Ruiz in his labours for the Lord in Spain as a minister of the 
denomination, and especially note with pleasure his zealous endeavours to reformed doctrine and 
purity of worship; 

18. The General Assembly note and approve the appointment of a Kirk Session for the work in Spain.  
They instruct the Committee to give all support to Mr. Ruiz and the Kirk Session in their efforts to 
bring the Gospel and the doctrines of grace to the spanish speaking world; 

19. The General Assembly note with pleasure the opportunities to support pastor training in Asia, and 
commend this developing work to the prayerful interest of the Church; they give thanks for the 
supporting rôle played by Hudson Taylor Ministries, in providing invaluable practical and financial 
support; 

20. The General Assembly note the establishing of worship services in London, under the care of the 
Knightswood Kirk Session, and encourage all who have opportunity to attend and support this 
venture; 

21. The General Assembly encourage all Kirk Sessions to be active and supportive in the work of 
outreach both at home and abroad; 

22. The General Assembly encourage all Presbyteries to coordinate evangelism within their Bounds. 
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