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IX. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 

While there may be a tendency toward discouragement in that many Congregations at home are small and 

getting smaller, it is important to remember the perspective that our Lord gave to his disciples, (Luke 10:2): 

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 

would send forth labourers into his harvest.  

We are a small Church with small resources, but that does not mean that we are to hold back in terms of the 

Great Commission to advance the Gospel at home and abroad.  The Lord does not instruct us to ask so that 

he can decline our requests; rather it is his purpose to equip his Church, for our good and for his glory.  

The purpose of this Report is to inform the Church of the work undertaken in the past year, but there is so 

much more that must be done.  Recognising the gracious purposes of God, let us labour faithfully and pray 

expectantly. 

2.  Home Mission 

As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Home Mission Worker has spent a significant period of time 

over the past year on furlough through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which provides 80% of the 

salary for a worker unable to work due to lockdown restrictions.  Mr Morrison came out of furlough for a 

couple of months toward the end of 2020, with the result that he was able to be involved in outreach in 

Partick, Glasgow and Culduthel, Inverness, as well as the annual distribution of Gospel calendars on the 

High Street in Inverness.  When lockdown restrictions were reintroduced in January he returned to a period 

of furlough.  It is expected that his furlough will have concluded at the end of April, with plans now being 

made for outreach work during the remainder of the year.  

3.  European Mission 

Spain & France 

As reported in previous years, providing regular supply for the Congregation in Rubí on the outskirts of 

Barcelona has been an increasing concern for the Committee.  This, together with a number of different 

factors, contributed to the Committee endorsing the proposal of the Spanish Kirk Session that Rev. Jorge 

Ruiz Ortiz relocate from Miranda de Ebro to Rubí.  It is encouraging that the one remaining family within 

the Congregation in Miranda de Ebro has also relocated to Rubí to remain within the Church.  

It is expected that Mr Hugues Pierre, Divinity Student and Elder in Pau, France, will conclude his 

theological training at the Seminary at the end of this academic session.  Once he has completed all that is 

required under Act XIX 2017, the Committee will arrange for him to be taken on Trials for Licence.  

Recently, two further candidates have presented, seeking admission as Candidates for the Ministry, one in 

Spain and the other from France.  

A Supplementary Report has been prepared containing a proposal for the reorganising of the work in Spain 

and France, including erecting a presbytery to which the Congregations in Rubí and Pau can belong.    

Both Mr Ruiz and Mr Pierre have been commissioned to attend the General Assembly, and it is hoped that 

they will be able to address the Assembly regarding the development of the work. 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2021] 61 

 

 

4.  International Mission 

Zambia 

The Committee are pleased to continue making a financial contribution to the work of Marjanne 

Hendriksen, who promotes and develops Christian Education in Zambia, primarily through supporting local 

schools and teachers.  

Sri Lanka — Reformed Protestant Mission 

In Mullaitheevu, the Church was invited by a believer from outwith the Congregation to purchase a partially

-built house with a surrounding field at about one-third of the market value of the ground alone.  

Recognising that the Congregation had no available funds, a friend of the Congregation stepped in with an 

offer to provide the necessary finance as a partial gift and partial loan.  This tremendous opportunity was 

seized upon, and as a consequence of the subsequent kindness of various friends of the Congregation, as 

well as utilising money that remained in the Sri Lanka building fund, this loan has since been repaid.  

Additionally, it has been possible to complete the remedial work so that the property is now a suitable home 

for the Evangelist Piratheepan and his family.  It is hoped that the ground can be cultivated to both generate 

a little income and provide some paid work in the community.  

As anticipated in last year’s Report, there has been an increase in the rental cost of the Manse in Vavuniya.  

While sufficient funds had been budgeted to allow for this increase, the Deacons’ Court have indicated their 

intention to build a suitable manse on ground owned by the Congregation adjacent to the Church building.  

Plans have been prepared and work is expected to proceed in stages as funds become available.  

While Covid restrictions impacted aspects of the Mission’s outreach work, it brought unexpected 

opportunities, some of which have been reported elsewhere, and there has been a small increase in the 

number worshipping with the Congregation.  

Seven boys presently live at Berith Hostel within the Church grounds in Vavuniya, and are educated at a 

nearby school.  The present cost per child is approximately £50 per month, and the Committee makes a 

monthly contribution of £100. 

It is disappointing to note that Mr Beniel Jayolasintan, the prospective Divinity Student, has felt the need to 

withdraw prior to commencing studies later this year.  Notwithstanding this, he remains active within the 

Congregation and is a good support to the Minister.  

Covid restrictions have meant that it has not been possible for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan to visit the United 

Kingdom as had been planned for this year, and it is hoped that he will be able to visit in 2022 instead, and 

undertake deputation work reporting on the Mission.  The impact of Covid, in forcing the General 

Assembly onto an online platform, does however make it possible for him to join remotely, and it is 

anticipated he will be able to address the General Assembly.  

Various aspects of the diaconal work of the Congregation are made possible through the ongoing generous 

support of Ceylon Christian Care. 

The work of translating Healthy Spiritual Growth by Dr Joel Beeke, and The Day of Worship by Dr Ryan 

McGraw, has been completed, with the kind permission of both authors and publishers.  Printing and 

distribution will be arranged when sufficient funds are available. 

Following last year’s General Assembly, the Committee have initiated discussions with the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee in relation to making provision for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan in retirement, but they 

do not yet have a proposal to bring before the Assembly. 

As a consequence of exchange rate variations, the cost of the Sri Lankan Rupee has fallen significantly over 



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 62 [2021 

 

 

recent years.  This has been matched by a devaluing of the Rupee, so that commodities in Sri Lanka have 

become more expensive than before.  Presently, a fixed amount of Rupees is paid monthly to Rev. S.N.V. 

Partheepan, and while this has provided stability in terms of his income, the General Assembly’s fixing of 

the Rupee amount does not allow the Committee any flexibility in utilising the full budgeted amount. 

5.  North America 

Smiths Falls, Canada 

The Congregation in Smiths Falls remain active in seeking to reach out within their community.  

Rev. David Fraser has been appointed as an assessor to the Kirk Session, following the death of Rev. John 

MacLeod, Tarbat.   

This past year has seen the fiftieth anniversary of Rev. David Compton’s ordination to the Gospel ministry, 

which was marked with a presentation organised locally and supported financially by the Committee.  

The Committee have also been involved in interviewing Rev. Daniel Kok, presently a Minister of the 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, whose has applied for Admission to the Ministry of the 

denomination.   

United States of America 

Though not actively overseen by the Committee on a day-to-day basis, the Committee have a supervisory 

and supportive role, if required, in regard to the Presbytery of the United States of America, and they are a 

conduit for providing an update to the Assembly on the ongoing work of the Presbytery.  

The Presbytery give thanks for the blessings they enjoy as part of the larger denomination.  The fellowship 

and friendships maintained have been of tremendous encouragement and support to the work of Christ in 

America.  It remains the desire of the Presbytery to serve the larger denomination well, while establishing 

the doctrine, worship, and heritage of the Free Church throughout the United States.  

There are currently four Congregations within the bounds of the Presbytery: Atlanta, Georgia; Mebane 

(known locally as Burlington), North Carolina; Greenville, South Carolina; and St. Louis, Missouri.  Each 

of these Congregations maintains two services of worship on the Lord’s Day and a midweek prayer 

meeting.  The Presbytery recently erected a Preaching Station in Auburn-Opelika, Alabama, and covets the 

prayers of the brethren for the advance of Christ’s kingdom.  The Presbytery record their thanks to the Lord 

for providing a way to assist their congregations in supplying full-time support to ministers in need.  There 

are two students under their care, Messrs. Joshua Cochran and Tyler Ray.  

The Presbytery were disappointed to cancel their annual Family Conference for 2020.  However, they 

anticipate hosting their 2021 Conference in Lexington, Kentucky, from August 9th to August 13th.  

Circumstances prevent the Presbytery from their long-cherished custom of hosting ministers from Scotland.  

Previous years have demonstrated the great blessing that such a privilege has brought to the Presbytery and 

others who attend.  As soon as restrictions subside, Presbytery look forward to hosting the Scottish brethren 

once more. 

Grange Press Trust, the Presbytery’s publishing arm, continues to publish its quarterly periodical, The 

Master’s Trumpet.  In addition to the periodical, and several booklets, Grange Press has produced a digital 

album of 16 selections from the Scottish Psalter named Grave Sweet Melody.  It also sells The Shorter 

Catechism Deck, which is a deck of cards incorporating all 107 questions of the Westminster Shorter 

Catechism.  Additional projects include a Greek New Testament reader, a new edition of the metrical 

Psalter with John Brown’s notes and an abridgment of David Dickson’s notes on the Psalms, and a reading, 

in digital form, of the metrical Psalter to aid memorization.  Further details of Grange Press are available on 

its website, www.grangepress.com. 
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The Presbytery request prayer for their many needs.  While America has been less strict in enforcing 

coronavirus regulations than many other places in the world, there have still been encroachments by the 

state against the Church in matters of public worship.  Please pray that the Lord would strengthen the 

brethren to maintain their vows to withstand all encroachments by the state upon the crown rights of our 

King, Jesus Christ.  

Please pray for the recently established Preaching Station.  There are a number of areas interested in the 

testimony of the Free Church, and the Presbytery ask the brethren to pray that the Lord would furnish them 

with qualified and gracious men, resources and wisdom.  

6.  The Jews 

The Committee, mindful of an enduring responsibility to bring the gospel to the Jews, have produced a 

short booklet, Mission of Inquiry to Israel in 1839 and its Consequences, written by Rev. John W. Keddie.  

The Committee have taken advantage of online self-publishing facilities, and commend this venture to 

motivate greater interest in Jewish mission.  

In addition, the Committee have arranged for an article on Jewish Mission, with the inclusion of literature 

from International Mission to Jewish People (formally known as Christian Witness to Israel), to appear in a 

forthcoming edition of the Free Church Witness, to encourage the prayerful concern of the Church. 

As in previous years, the Committee has allocated £1000 as a contribution to the ongoing work of 

International Mission to Jewish People. 

A. JAMES MACINNES,  Convener 

JAMES S. HARAM,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions, 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his continued 

faithful service and assistance, and commend Mr Morrison, his wife and children to the prayers of the 

Church; 

3. The General Assembly, noting the ongoing work in Spain and France, and in particular the relocation 

of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz and his family, commend the work to the prayers and financial support of the 

Church.  They thank Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause 

in Spain and further afield; 

4. The General Assembly note that Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder at Pau, is presently completing his studies as 

a Divinity Student, and commend Mr Pierre and the Congregation at Pau to the prayers of the Church; 

5. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen in developing Christian 

Education in Zambia, and affirm support for this vital work amongst the children in the Christian 

schools; 

6. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka 

under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, and commend him for his tireless service.  They commit 

both him and his wife Dinogee, together with their daughter Diyaththika, to the prayers of the Church; 

7. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the purchase and development of a residential property 

in Mullaitheevu; 
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8. The General Assembly note the intention to build a manse in Vavuniya; 

9. The General Assembly resolve not to set an allowance in Sri Lanka Rupees for the work in Sri Lanka, 

and direct the Committee to utilise, as appropriate, the full budgeted allowance in providing Rev. 

S.N.V. Partheepan’s monthly support, liaising with the Finance & Sustentation Committee as 

necessary; 

10. The General Assembly continue to direct the Committee, in consultation with the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken to ensure an equitable pension 

provision is made for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan; 

11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for their 

generosity in support of the diaconal work of the Mission in Sri Lanka; 

12. The General Assembly acknowledge the generous support provided directly to Reformed Protestant 

Mission, Sri Lanka, which has facilitated recent developments in the work, and commend the ongoing 

work to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church; 

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths Falls, and commend 

their ongoing needs, especially that of a settled pastor, to the prayers of the Church; 

14. The General Assembly note the efforts made to encourage interest in Jewish Mission, drawing 

particular attention to, and commending the publication of, Mission of Inquiry by Rev. John Keddie, 

and while it has not yet been possible to engage practically in Jewish Mission, call the Church to pray 

that a door of opportunity would be opened;  

15. The General Assembly commend the work of International Mission to Jewish People (formerly 

Christian Witness to Israel) to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church. 
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