
VIII.
REPORT

OF THE

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

 
1.  Introduction

“Of the singing of Psalms.  It is the duty of Christians to praise God publickly, by singing of Psalms 
together in the congregation, and also privately in the family.  In singing of Psalms, the voice is to  
be tunably and gravely ordered; but the chief care must be to sing with understanding, and with 
grace in the heart, making melody unto the Lord.”  

Directory for the Public Worship of God, Westminster Assembly, 1644
 
We unashamedly confirm our allegiance to the Psalms, our manual of praise to God, believing that it has 
been given to the Church, not only within the whole library of the inspired and inerrant Word of God, but  
that  the Church in its wisdom has provided a metrical  version for  singing without the use of musical  
instruments.
 
We share our joy that we have this portion of God’s guiding Word to sing at all times, in all situations, and  
in all circumstances.
 
We are humbled that the singing of the Psalms has brought such comfort and peace in trouble, has brought 
rebuke and chastisement when pride of heart has lifted us high, and clear guidance in times of great  
perplexity.  
 
2.  Answering our Questions
There is no book of man-made praise that has this unique help when at times the Psalms act as a catechism, 
putting the often unknown and even unpalatable depths of our hearts and minds into questions that we may 
ask and then, wonder of wonders, receive the answers.
 

Psalm 42:5
Question:  O why are thou cast down, my soul? Answer:  Trust God, for I shall praise him yet,

why in me so dismay’d?        his count’nance is mine aid.   
 

or 
Psalm 24:3-5

Question:  Who is the man that shall ascend Answer:  Whose hands are clean, whose heart is pure,
into the hill of God?       and unto vanity

          Or who within his holy place   Who hath not lifted up his soul,
shall have a firm abode?       Nor sworn deceitfully.

  He from th’ Eternal shall receive
     the blessing him upon,
And righteousness, ev’n from the God
     of his salvation.

 
or 

Psalm 116:12-14
Question:  What shall I render to the Lord Answer:  I’ll of salvation take the cup,

for all his gifts to me?      on God’s name will I call:
  I’ll pay my vows now to the Lord
     before his people all.



3.  The Place of Singing in Public Worship
We rightly give the preaching of the Word central place in our public worship and so we strive to give to  
those who ascend the pulpit steps a thorough grounding in the Word of God and in prayer.  We surely also  
desire to have a well-taught and experienced eldership who sit between preacher and people to guard the 
Congregation, as it were, by sifting what comes from the pulpit.   Alas we have not been so careful in  
preparing our preachers, nor our elders, to understand the importance of the singing of the Psalms.  The 
standard of our Praise, sometimes, but certainly not always, leave a lot to be desired.  The singing of the 
Psalms deserves reverence, respect, thoughtfulness, and godly care.  What is musically acceptable and  
desirable is not always so easily agreed upon as is the preaching of Christ.
 

“The minister is especially responsible to the Presbytery for the mode in which all parts of public 
worship are conducted.  Hence it follows that no one can act as Precentor without the minister being 
satisfied with his mode of conducting the Psalmody.  The nature of the Kirk Session’s functions may 
lead to the conclusion that they ought also to be satisfied on these points.”  

The Practice of the Free Church in her several Courts, chapter 1, 1964.
 
4.  Gaelic Psalms
We are sorry to report that the promised update and printing of the Gaelic Psalms are not to hand, and that  
we have not received a firm date for this new edition from the Scottish Bible Society.   Our own completed 
version is being held in retentis.  
 
5.  Worthy to be Praised.  Volume 9
It seems a long time since this project was but the embryo of an idea, and we record our thanks to our  
Lord, that strength has been given thus far.  This year we give to the Church volume 9 with another slight  
alteration in several of the singings, in that we turned to the Knightswood, Glasgow Psalmody Class who 
formed “a congregation” which sang along with those singing the alto, tenor and bass parts.  The CD 
project is not forever but due to close, DV, with volume 12.
 
The sales of Volume 8 are somewhat down.  We do commend this volume which as usual contains Gaelic  
Congregational singing, Gaelic solo voice (from Stornoway), and children’s voices (from Edinburgh).  
 
6.  Commendation
The Committee are pleased to note the recent republication by the James Begg Society of  The Organ 
Question:  Should Instrumental  Music  be used  in  Public  Worship  Today?.   This  is  a  most  useful  and 
valuable work and the Committee commend it as a most helpful and timely addition to our armoury in  
defending Scripture guidance for the Public Worship of God.
 
7.  The Scottish Psalmody, Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), Staff
God willing, a reprint of the Staff edition of The Scottish Psalmody will be available at this Assembly.  The 
need was great as we were down to our last four copies,  and requests have been coming in from our 
brethren in North America, Australia, Tasmania and elsewhere.  A great deal of work and effort has gone 
into this, our very own edition, much of it by Rev. Bert Pohl and Rev. Harry Woods.  One good copy had to 
be sacrificed by being carefully taken apart, then photographed and prepared in computer format for the 
printer.  The personal help and encouragement of Mr. Brian Lynch of Riley Dunn & Wilson, Printer, of 
Falkirk &Huddersfield has been invaluable.  

WILLIAM B. SCOTT, Convener
CALLUM MACLEAN, Vice-convener

 



PROPOSED DELIVERANCE
 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank  
the Committee;

2. The General Assembly commend to the Church the latest volume (Volume 9) of the 12 volume series  
Worthy to be Praised for widespread use by Psalmody classes and for daily edification of all;

3. The General Assembly thank Mrs. Isobel Scott and her team, including Mr. Robb Alcorne, the sound 
engineer, and Mr and Mrs Jonathan Keddie and their psalmody class in Knightswood;

4. The General Assembly thank the Committee for all their work in giving the Church a new edition of the 
Staff Psalmody;

5. The General Assembly reaffirm their commitment to the exclusive use of inspired materials of praise in 
the public worship of God as also the avoidance of musical instruments in praise, as being consistent 
with Scripture and the Standards of the Church; they commend all efforts to promote this Biblical view 
of worship, and encourage all to an enthusiastic, thoughtful, reverent and tuneful singing of praise to 
God from the heart as an effective apologetic for the use of exclusive unaccompanied Psalm singing in  
worship;

6. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those who took part in the 
Psalmody Test and thank those who helped them on the way as well as those who tested them;

7. The General Assembly give thanks to God for the dedicated Precentors in our Congregations who give 
diligent, devoted and careful leadership to our worshipping people;

8. The General Assembly welcome the republication of The Organ Question: Should Instrumental Music  
be used in Public Worship today? and commend it to the careful study of all in our Congregations.

 
 
 



APPENDIX

69 took part in the 2013 Psalmody Test (1 more than in 2012) and gained awards as shown:

Aberdeen  (Group Award)
Grade 3: Alex. Watt (adult, continuation), Elsie Watt (adult, continuation), Sandy Weir (adult, continuation)
Grade 4:  Matthew McGlynn, Tim McGlynn (adult)
Grade 5:  Agnes McGlynn (adult), Sophie McGlynn, Verity McGlynn

Cross
Grade 1:  Heidi MacLeod
Grade 2:  Felicity MacLeod

Duthil-Dores (Group Award)
Grade 1:  Colin MacDonald (adult), Carine MacDonald (adult)
Grade 2:  Anita Ratti (13), Joan MacKintosh (adult), Deborah Ratti (adult).

Edinburgh (Group Award)
Grade 2:  Rachel Cameron
Grade 3:  Rebeckah Cameron (continuation), Alison Gracie (continuation), Lydia Gracie (continuation)
Heather MacLeod (continuation), Alan MacLeod (continuation)
Grade 4:  Rachel Gracie (continuation), Shona MacLeod (continuation)

Knightswood (Group Award)
Grade 1: Robert Budgen (adult, continuation), Isobel Craig (adult), Ewan MacKenzie (adult, continuation),
Janet MacKenzie (adult, continuation),  Margaret MacKenzie (adult, continuation), Alastair Manderson, 
Neil Smith (adult)
Grade 2:  Marion MacLeod (adult), 
Grade 6:  Annabel Craig (adult, continuation)

Knock & Point
Grade 3:  Ruaraidh MacLeod 
Grade 4:  Alexander MacLeod

Inverness, Free Greyfriars (Group Award)
Grade 1: CallumArie Morrison 
Grade 2: Emily MacLean (13), Myra MacLean (adult), Heidi Morrison (adult)

Lochalsh & Strath
Elementary Grade: 2nd Group: Murdina MacInnes, 
Grade 1:  Sandy Iain MacInnes, Angela MacInnes (adult), James MacInnes (adult, continuation)
 
Portree
Grade 1:  Ruth Ross (adult, continuation)
Grade 2:  Richard Ross (adult, continuation)

Shettleston
Elementary Grade:  Thomas Keddie
Grade 3: Elizabeth Keddie, Matthew Keddie

Stornoway
Grade 1:  Lydia MacDonald, Calvin MacKenzie, Elisia Markoff, Ross Morrison (duly performed), Eilidh 
Smith (duly performed)
Grade 1:  Duncan MacDonald (duly performed)
Grade 2:  Sarah Craig, Davina Markoff, Andrew M. Smith (continuation),  
Grade 3:  Thomas Craig, Susanna MacDonald
Grade 4:  Isla MacDonald
Grade 5:  Joanna Gillies,  Jonathan Gillies
Grade 6:  Lily Craig 
Grade 6 (continuation):  David Craig,  Emma Craig,  Rachel Craig

Tarbat
Grade 5 (continuation):  Malcolm MacLeod (adult)
Grade 6 (continuation):  Murdo MacLeod, Veda Joy MacLeod (adult), Betty Murray (adult) 


