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VIII. 

REPORT 
OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

 

It is always encouraging to discover other Churches and individual Christians in near and far-off countries 
discovering for themselves what the Scriptures teach regarding the praise songs that are to be used to 
worship the Lord God in public and in private.  In a day and age when even the Reformed Church is 
continuing to flood itself with uninspired material, it warms our hearts to hear of others discovering the 
Regulative Principle; giving our Lord what He demands of us, that which our Lord has set out in His Word, 
and so leaving us in no doubt how we are to worship and what we are to use, and leave out, in praise.  We 
are not left to our own in worship, and in turning to the book of the Psalms, we discover that no human 
words can speak of Christ as do the Psalms.  In Luke 20, Christ asks the scribes, “How say they that Christ 
is David’s son?”  JC Ryle comments: 
 

“Let us observe in this passage, what striking testimony to Christ’s divinity the book of Psalms 
contains. We read that after patiently replying to the attacks of His enemies, our Lord in turn 
propounds a question to them.  He asks them to explain an expression in the hundred and tenth 
Psalm, where David speaks of the Messiah as his Lord.  To this question the Scribes could find no 
answer.  They did not see the mighty truth, that Messiah was to be God as well as man, and that 
while as man He was to be David’s son, as God he was to be David’s Lord.  Their ignorance of 
Scripture was thus exposed before all the people. Professing themselves to be instructors of others 
and possessors of the key of knowledge, they were proved unable to explain what their own 
Scriptures contained.  We may well believe that of all the defects which our Lord’s malicious 
enemies met with, none galled them more than this.  Nothing mortifies the pride of man, as to be 
publically proved ignorant of that which he fancies is his own peculiar department of knowledge.  
We have probably little idea how much deep truth is contained in the book of Psalms.  No part of the 
Bible perhaps is better known in the letter, and none so little understood in the spirit.  We err greatly 
if we suppose that it is nothing but a record of David’s feelings, of David’s experience, David’s 
praises, and David’s prayers.  The hand that held the pen was generally David’s.  But the subject 
matter was often far deeper and higher than the history of the son of Jesse.  The book of Psalms, in a 
word, is a book full of Christ, — Christ suffering, — Christ in humiliation, — Christ dying, — 
Christ rising again, — Christ’s coming the second time, — Christ reigning over all.  Both the 
advents are here, — the advent in suffering to bear the cross, — the advent in power to wear the 
crown.  Both the kingdoms are here, — the kingdom of grace, during which the elect are gathered, 
— the kingdom of glory, when every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord.  Let us always read the 
Psalms with a peculiar reverence.  Let us say to ourselves as we read, ‘A greater than David is here.’  
The remark now made, applies more or less to all the Bible.  There is a fullness about the whole 
Book, which is a strong proof of its inspiration.  The more we read it, the more it will seem to 
contain.  All other books become thread-bare, if they are constantly read.  Their weak points, and 
their shallowness become every year more apparent.  The Bible alone seems broader, and deeper, 
and fuller, the oftener it is studied.  We have no need to look for allegorical and mystical meanings.  
The fresh truths that will constantly spring up before our eyes are simple, plain, and clear.  Of such 
truths the Bible is an inexhaustible mine.  Nothing can account for this, but the great fact, that the 
Bible is the word, not of man, but of God.” 

 



 82  [2016 

Why would we not want to read, and expound them, in our prose version and sing them, unaccompanied by 
instruments of any kind, in our metrical version, in private, and in public worship?  They are part of God’s 
Word that speaks so clearly of the worth of Christ to our souls.  As we seek to sing them, what an 
inestimable joy to know that this is praise acceptable, and pleasing to our God.  In the last ten to fifteen 
years more and more books, commentaries, devotionals, theological treatises, deep studies, both historical 
and linguistic, have come onto the marketplace regarding the Psalms.  Yet, we find historical-reformed 
churches still digging in their heels when singing the Psalms with instruments, or singing one per worship 
service, or not even singing them at all. At the same time, strangely and almost unbelievably, they study, 
preach and love the book of Psalms.  An example of this is an excellent, well-researched, well-written paper 
by a minister in North America for his congregation and others, which he entitles; “Why we sing the 
Psalms.”  He begins that paper by reminding his readers, members and visitors, that according to the 
statutes of his denomination they are both hymn- and psalm-singers.  Apart from that brief mention of hymn
-singing, the paper is an excellent defence of psalm-singing.  An email was sent congratulating him on this 
paper, and asking if he had a similar paper defending hymn-singing, no answer as yet has been received.  
While this reformed pastor sees a need to defend singing the Psalms to his people, from the Word of God, 
he appears to see no need to say a word for or against singing uninspired praise.  Is that because like so 
many others in the Reformed Camp he can find no Biblical defence for this material? 
 
The Lord has so graciously kept us thirled to the Book of Psalms, because by His grace He has shown us 
the rich feeding to give to our people as we take this food to ourselves.  We marvel at this grace that keeps 
us reading, mining, and sharing from the Book of Psalms, and we are humbled with thankfulness before our 
Lord.  When brethren turn from the Psalms we mourn for them, and we know that we are no better, but that 
God in His great mercy keeps us and maintains the Psalms and the Christ of the Psalms in such a high place 
in our midst.  That is such a kindness to our hard hearts and heads. 
 
JC Ryle continues his commentary on the same passage with these warning words: 
 

“No sin seems to be regarded by Christ as more sinful than hypocrisy.  None certainly drew from 
His lips such frequent, strong, and withering condemnation, during the whole course of His ministry.  
He was ever full of mercy and compassion for the chief of sinners.  ‘Fury was not in Him’ when He 
saw Zacchaeus, the penitent thief, Matthew the Publican, Saul the persecutor, and the woman in 
Simon’s house.  But when He saw Scribes and Pharisees wearing a mere cloak of religion, and 
pretending to great outward sanctity, while their hearts were full of wickedness, His righteous soul 
seems to have been full of indignation.  Eight times in one chapter (Matthew 23) we find him saying, 
‘Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees’.  Let us not forget that the Lord Jesus never changes.  He is 
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.  Whatever else we are in religion, let us be true.  
However feeble our faith, and hope, and love, and obedience may be, let us see to it that they are 
real, genuine, and sincere.  Let us abhor the very idea of part-acting and mask-wearing in our 
Christianity.  At any rate let us be thorough.  It is a striking fact that the very first piece of armour 
which St. Paul recommends to the Christian soldier is ‘truth’.  ‘Stand therefore,’ he says, ‘Having 
your loins girt about with truth.’ (Eph. 6:10)” 
 

May the Lord continue to make us to know that whenever we handle the Psalms, expound the Psalms, give 
out the Psalms and sing the Psalms, that a greater than David is here; “He whom our soul loveth”. 
 
The Committee are glad to report that the last volume of the Worthy to be Praised series of Psalmody CDs 
has been produced and is now available.  This 12 volume series has proved useful to individuals and 
Psalmody Classes, and tying in with the Psalmody Test, should prove to be an invaluable resource for 
future years. 
 
A booklet, titled, Where did they come from?, with brief paragraphs on the history of the composers, names 
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of the tunes, or other comments of interest connected to the tunes in the 12 CDs, will be available at the 
General Assembly. D.V..  We include in this report two extracts, first from the introduction and secondly 
from the notes on the Old 124th: 
 

“Even a cursory look at the names of the melodies that we use links us to the history of our Church.  
The names St. Paul, St. Matthew link us to the beginnings of the Christian Era.  We remember how 
God used Columba to bring the Gospel to Scotland when we sing the tune named after him.  Soldau, 
the oldest tune in the book, has association with Luther.  Old 100th and Old 124th were composed in 
Geneva in the time of Calvin and the Reformers.  Wigtown, Martyrs and others remind us of the 
Covenanters who gave their lives so that we might have civil and religious freedom.” 
 
“Old 124th 10 10 10 10 10 No 191.  This old tune comes from the French Psalter of 1551, originally 
called Pseaumes Octante Trois de David, and is perhaps the best known of the Genevan tunes.  By 
1564 it had appeared in both English and Scottish Psalters.  It was most likely written by Louis 
Bourgeois, a French composer, mainly remembered for his very important contribution to the 
Calvinist Psalter.  There he supervised the adaptations of well-known tunes and old Latin hymns as 
well as composing new melodies for the new metrical versions of the Psalms.  He also published 
harmonisations of the tunes, although Calvin himself preferred congregational singing to be in 
unison.  The French words were a translation by Beza.  The words which we sing are a revision by 
the scrupulous Scottish Reformers of a translation by William Whittingham.” 

 
As well as this booklet, a single CD comprising some of the more popular tunes and Psalm portions will be 
available towards the end of the year.  
 

WILLIAM B. SCOTT, Convener 
CALLUM MACLEAN, Vice-convener 

 
DELIVERANCE 

 
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and 

thank the Committee; 

2. The General Assembly give thanks to God for the dedicated Precentors in our Congregations who 
give diligent, devoted, and careful leadership to our worshipping people, and encourage Ministers to 
ensure that they are given a note of the Psalms to be used in worship timeously to enable them to 
fulfil their duties; 

3. The General Assembly encourage the holding of Psalmody Workshops to assist in congregational 
praise; 

4. The General Assembly commend to the Church the last volume (Volume 12) of the 12 volume series 
Worthy to be Praised for widespread use by Psalmody Classes and for daily edification of all; 

5. The General Assembly thank Mrs. Isobel Scott and her team, including Mr. Robb Alcorn, the sound 
engineer, and Miss Esther Semmens, the graphic designer, for their help in producing the latest 
Psalm CD; 

6. The General Assembly welcome the publication of the booklet, Where did they come from?;  

7. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those who took part in 
the Psalmody Test and thank those who helped them on the way as well as those who tested them. 
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APPENDIX 

 
34 took part in the 2016 Psalmody Test (15 more than in 2015) and gained awards as shown: 

 
Cross 
Grade 2:  Heidi MacLeod, Felicity MacLeod (continuation) 
 
Duthil-Dores 
Grade 2 (Group Award):  Callum Arie Morrison, Emily Hutton, Colin MacDonald (adult), Cairine 
MacDonald (adult), Joan MacKintosh (adult), Heidi Morrison (adult), Alice Hutton (adult) 
 
Knock & Point 
Grade 1:  Norman A. MacLeod (duly performed), Christina MacLeod 
Grade 3:  Ruaraidh MacLeod (duly performed) 
Grade 4:  Alexander MacLeod (duly performed) 
 
Shettleston 
Grade 2 (Group Award):  Andrew Taylor (adult), Dolina Taylor (adult), Angela Wilson (adult) 
Elementary Grade 1:  Hannah Keddie  
Grade 2:  Thomas Keddie 
Grade 5:  Elizabeth Keddie, Matthew Keddie 
 
Snizort 
Grade 1 (Group Award):  Angus Nicolson, Sarah MacLeod, Andrew Martin 
Group Award:  Katrina Martin, Jonathon MacLeod 
 
Stornoway 
Grade 1:  John MacDonald, Peter MacDonald (duly performed), Calvin MacKenzie (duly performed) 
Grade 2:  Lydia MacDonald  
Grade 3:  Susanna MacDonald 
Grade 5:  Sarah Craig 
Grade 6:  David Craig (adult, continuation), Emma Craig (continuation), Lily Craig (continuation),  
                Thomas Craig 
 
Tarbat 
Grade 3:  Malcolm MacLeod (adult) 
Grade 6:  Murdo MacLeod, Joy MacLeod (adult), Kathelle MacLeod (adult) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  


	REPORTS
	ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS
	ECUMENICAL RELATIONS
	PUBLICATIONS
	YOUTH
	FINANCE & SUSTENTATION
	LEGAL ADVICE
	PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS
	PSALMODY
	HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS
	TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY
	STRATEGIC REVIEW
	BUILDING PROJECTS
	GENERAL TRUSTEES

	MINUTES OF COMMISSION
	STANDING ORDERS

