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VIII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

(2 Timothy 3:16-17).  This is no less true for the Psalms than for any other part of Scripture.  As well as 

being one of the largest books in the Bible, it has everything for the troubled, joyful, ignorant, weary, or 

anxious soul.  Whatever our soul’s state, it can find its needs met in the Psalms. As a denomination, we 

adhere to exclusive psalmody sung a cappella.  It is not just “tradition”, it is a biblically-founded stance.  

The simplicity of our praise enables the soul to get maximum benefit from the Psalms without being 

distracted by instruments that can drown out the words being sung.  Too often, the singing of the Psalms is 

given so little attention in worship.  The Apostle Paul proclaimed, …I will sing with the spirit, and I will 

sing with the understanding also (1 Corinthians 14:15).  As we sing the Lord’s praises, let us remember 

what we sing as well as how we sing.  The goal of this Committee is to aid our people to “sing to the Lord 

with cheerful voice”. 

The Committee are pleased to report that a fourth print run of our Staff Psalter has had to be ordered; the 

previous three prints having sold out.  This is truly wonderful and a joy for us to see.  The work of the 

Psalmody Committee Clerk, in coordinating the reprint and subsequent sales of Psalmodies and CDs is 

greatly appreciated, and must not go unnoticed. 

The Committee in acknowledging the work of Mr Bill McQueer over many years in producing the Worthy 

to be Praised CDs wishes to thank him for his labours.  We are grateful to Mr Bruce & Mrs Sohana 

McKenzie (Partick) for taking over the production of CDs. 

The Committee have a remit to promote the use of the Psalter.  They, therefore, considered supplying the 

Church’s teaching resources to Christian schools in Scotland.  An approach was made to Providence 

Christian School in Stornoway, thought to be the most likely to accept this kind of offer, and contact was 

made to enquire if they were interested in such materials.  Having received a positive response, the 

Committee supplied, free of charge, sol-fa Psalmodies (one for each pupil in the school) together with other 

teaching aids.  It was felt that the children having their own Psalmody would encourage them to learn the 

Psalms and tunes at home as well as at school.  Separately, the Committee received a request from King 

Alfred School in Dudley, England, for help with teaching Psalm-singing to their pupils.  Again the 

Committee provided materials free of charge.  Both schools have been very appreciative of the resources 

provided and have been encouraged to consider using the Psalmody Test.  Whether the test is used or not, 

children are being taught to sing the Lord’s praise and therein we rejoice.  “Out of the mouth of babes and 

sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the 

avenger.” (Psalm 8:2).  With such a positive reception, the Committee propose to approach other Christian 

schools to offer similar resources as budgets permit.  The Committee would also welcome approaches from 

other organisations, perhaps even home-schoolers, who may wish to utilise these teaching aids. 

The Committee are very appreciative of the work of Precentors in our Congregations.  They are conscious 

that some are untrained and may feel fearful that they may not be choosing appropriate tunes for the Psalms.  

With only a limited selection of suggested tunes given for some Psalms, sometimes a Precentor may not 

know any of the suggested tunes and may be unaware of what would be a suitable alternative.  The 

Committee, therefore, felt it would be helpful for our Precentors if an index could be compiled to classify 

tunes into groups so that suitable tunes can be matched to the portions of Psalm given for singing.  Work on 
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this is at an early stage and it is hoped that, when completed, it can be issued either as a supplementary 

booklet to the Psalter or included in the blank pages (pages 191 onwards) of any future reprints of the 

Psalmody. 

Sadly, due to Covid-19 restrictions, Psalmody classes have not been able to continue as usual and the 

Committee have decided to continue the current test tunes for 2022.  The Committee encourage all 

Presbyteries to commend the teaching of the Psalmody in all Congregations within their bounds.  It is an 

integral part of our worship and the Covid-19 restrictions have highlighted for us how deficient our worship 

is without proper singing. 

The Committee are aware that some of the finest congregational singing is to be heard in the Presbytery of 

the United States of America and we are persuaded that they can contribute much to the work of the 

Committee.  Therefore, we have asked the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to consider 

whether one or more of our brethren from that Presbytery can be appointed to the Committee.  

This Report of the Committee cannot end without recording our shock and sadness at the sudden removal of 

our Convener, Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat.  His conviction for Psalmody was steadfast and his enthusiasm 

was infectious.  His immense work on behalf of the Committee, his Congregation and the denomination as a 

whole, will only be revealed in eternity.  The Committee felt it appropriate to convey their condolences to 

his widow, Mrs Joy MacLeod. 

CALUM MACLEOD,  Acting Convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank 

the Committee and, in particular, the Convener and Clerk for their diligence;  

2. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the need for, and provision of, a fourth print run of the 

staff version of the Scottish Psalmody;  

3. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his many years of service in producing the Worthy 

to be Praised CDs and also thank Mr Bruce & Mrs Sohana McKenzie for taking over their production; 

4. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue in their endeavours 

to promote the use of Psalmody in Christian schools and other organisations as budgets permit;  

5. The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the praise in our 

Congregations; 

6. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody in their efforts to classify the 

tunes in the Psalmody; 

7. The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries to commend the teaching of Psalmody in all 

Congregations within their bounds. 

 

 

 

 




