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III. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 

1.  Introduction 

‘And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’ (John 8:32).  Our thankfulness is to God 

who, in His providence, love and mercy has not left us to ourselves but instead makes full provision for our 

spiritual needs in giving unto us the Holy Scriptures. 

Sadly today we live in an age where truth is often rejected in favour of half-truth or even the lie.  It falls 

upon faithful preachers of the Gospel to herald forth the truth of our Lord Jesus Christ without fear or 

favour to an ungodly and gainsaying generation.  In addition, it is the duty of every true believer, by 

steadfastly holding forth the truth, to defend the Gospel against the attacks of those who seek to destroy the 

Christian faith.  The Committee likewise seek to faithfully discharge the associated duties that have been 

entrusted to them by the General Assembly, and look to God for His gracious help and upholding in all 

aspects of this work.  

This work, amongst other things, includes the publication of our denominational magazines, issuing various 

book publications, organising a Spring Conference and being salt and light by engaging with the outside 

world through the Church’s website and social media.  Although diverse in both nature and content, the 

work nevertheless requires a uniformity and an adherence to biblical principles and sound doctrine to equip 

and enable our people, that it might be said of us that we are ‘rooted and built up in him, and stablished in 

the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.’ (Colossians 2:7). 

Let it never be said of us that, ‘My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge’ (Hosea 4:6).  

2.  Magazines 

2.1  Editors 

The Committee are grateful to Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, editors of the Free 

Church Witness and The Explorer respectively and to Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. 

Alastair J. Macleod, assistant editors, of the Free Church Witness for the diligent service rendered during 

the year.  These men have an onerous responsibility as they seek to glorify God in the specific work 

entrusted to them and the Committee would commend them to the prayers of the readership of the 

magazines and the Church in general. 

2.2  Production 

Commencing from July 2017 two new vendors were engaged to provide the Design & Layout and the 

Printing aspects of the Magazines, these being Donald Smith Graphic Design (Aberdeen) and Quinns 

(Belfast).  The Committee are glad to announce that this transition in the supply chain passed relatively 

smoothly and that a harmonious and conducive working relationship exists between the magazine team and 

both of these vendors.   

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod intimated in early 2016 his resignation as Design & Layout editor of the Free 

Church Witness but very kindly continued in post until later in the year.  The General Assembly thanked Mr 

Macleod in 2016.  The Committee, at its October 2017 meeting, marked Mr Macleod’s ten-year service to 

the Church with a presentation.  

The Committee thank all those who contribute articles to the magazines, thereby greatly reducing the work 

of the editors and contributing to collegiality which is important to both magazines. 
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The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzle Page in The 

Explorer and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month.  

The magazine editors in keeping to a tight deadline depend heavily upon the proof-readers each month to 

provide reassurance or insights into the text presented for publication.  The Committee are grateful to the 

three proof-readers of the magazines, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), Mr Maurice Grant and Mr Ewan 

Wilson, Glasgow, who replaced Rev. David Blunt as a proof-reader last year   

Mrs Susan Furzer, who has recorded the Church magazines to tape for the visually impaired over a number 

of years, has sadly relinquished this rôle on health grounds.  The Committee thank Mrs Furzer for her 

labour of love in this regard.  The Committee were pleased that they had two volunteers to fill the vacant 

position when advertised, but Mr Derek MacLean, Inverness, had responded first.  The Committee welcome 

Mr MacLean and pray that the Lord will bless him in this important endeavour.  The Committee thank Mr 

Murdo Campbell for distributing the tapes to those who require them.  

It is likely that others, either within our own denomination or outside, would benefit from receiving these 

recordings and Ministers are encouraged to publicise this tape ministry accordingly.  

2.3  Circulation  

The subscription rates for the Free Church Witness (including the The Explorer) were unchanged for 2018.  

An analysis of the circulation figures for the Free Church Witness/Explorer for the period 2002-2018 is 

provided in the annexed APPENDIX 1 schedule.  (Figures for 2002-2017 are extracted from General 

Assembly Reports, and the 2018 figure is from the Distribution Manager).  This reflects a continuing 

downward trend in sales over these years.  The current cover price of the Free Church Witness magazine is 

£2.00, and with the corresponding associated production and delivery, the unit cost is £1.79.  Both the 

Design & Layout and the Printing costs are favourable with both vendors operating in a very competitive 

market.  A special agreement is in place with Royal Mail for postage and courier costs but these will 

continue to reflect any increases that are announced.  However the low print-run of 1,000 copies for each 

month is a key factor in the unit cost of the Free Church Witness being so high.  Consequently, there is a 

need to endeavour to increase the subscription and trade numbers sold to utilise the 200 remaining copies 

each month.  An increase in the cover price would probably be reflected in a still further reduction in the 

number of subscribers.  

An analysis of the utilisation figures for the Good News magazine for the period 2008-18 is provided in the 

annexed APPENDIX 1 schedule.  The associated production and delivery cost of the Good News is 21p per 

copy.  In this instance the low unit cost of the Good News is attributed to the much higher annual print run 

of 13,000 which enables the costs to be absorbed much more effectively.  The total outlay for the Good 

News magazine is recovered either from local congregations or Home & Foreign Missions. 

2.4  June Witness Issue  

At the end of January the Committee received a document from the editorial team of the Free Church 

Witness outlining possible ways to standardise the magazine.  There was a wide range of detailed 

information from a variety of sources before the Committee.  

The magazine is governed to some degree by legislation:  Act XVIII 2017, Act anent Revised Policy for 

Denominational Magazine (2017) replaced the previous Acts, not least Act XVII 2002 (Act amending 

Act XXIII 2001 anent Policy for Editors) 

DENOMINATIONAL MAGAZINE 

1. General 

1. The title of the denominational magazine shall be Free Church Witness and the title of the 

supplement for young people shall be The Explorer. 
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2. The magazine and its supplement shall be produced monthly, with one issue a year covering two 

months. 

A special evangelistic issue of the Free Church Witness was intimated to the Committee in 2005 by the then 

Editor of the magazine, Rev. William Macleod, and it first appeared in 2006.  For a number of years 

thereafter it appeared under the title of Free Church Witness, but apparently this name was problematic in 

the distribution of evangelistic literature, and the name Good News was introduced thereafter.  

It is important to note: 

a. There is a marked difference between the cost structure and fit of both magazines.  The Good News 

has a high print-run (13,000) and low unit cost (21p) whereas the Free Church Witness has a low 

print-run (1,000) and a high unit cost (£1.79);  

b. The principal end users of the magazines differ considerably.  A high percentage of the Good News 

is used primarily for distribution to the un-churched for evangelism.  (Appendix 1 Statistics — Good 

News (note 8)), whereas the primary readership of the Free Church Witness consists of those coming 

from a regular church background. (Appendix 1 Statistics — Witness Total Utilised (note 1));  

c. The time lapse between the date of issuing the standard May Free Church Witness magazine (early 

May) and the issuing of the next standard July/Aug Free Church Witness magazine (generally mid to 

late July) is overly long.  As a consequence of the intervening period, Church News and other 

current items can have a deferred publication date of just under three months;  

d. The interruption of the usual magazine, not least with a recognizable title, makes it almost 

impossible to attempt to break into the retail trade market where a regular sales product is required.  

(Please see the report elsewhere on the circulation problems of the magazine); 

e. Currently it is the editorial team that decide on the final content of the Good News magazine.  The 

Committee considered whether or not in actual fact the Home & Foreign Missions Committee were 

the Committee with the locus in publishing evangelistic material and were the most appropriate 

overseers of a  production best suited to their particular needs, but in the end decided on a course of 

action which might be less disruptive;  

f. The Committee agreed that, to maintain expectation, in 2018 the Good News magazine would take 

the place of a regular June issue of the Free Church Witness, as it has done for a number of years.  

They are proposing that from 2019 onwards, there will be a regular June issue of the Free Church 

Witness magazine plus a Good News magazine in addition.   

2.5  Subscriptions and Distribution 

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Isobel McQueer for her considerable work as Subscriptions Secretary, 

and to Mr Bill McQueer who distributes the magazine in an organised manner.  The Committee has 

established deadlines by which the magazine editors are to have their materials with the printers, Quinn’s 

(Belfast), which has generally meant an improved delivery date to Congregations; however, the editors are 

aware that sending the magazine to the printers well in advance of the deadline will likely be needed if the 

magazine is to break into the trade market.  

3.  Publications 

3.1  New Publications 

Generally, new publications under the auspices of the Committee are likely to be published as part of the 

‘Finding out about…’ series.  This series deals with issues of a theological and practical importance to our 

people and arguably Christians throughout the wider church.  The Committee felt that over the past few 

years, titles have not sold as well as the Committee would have expected.  It is through ministers and 

Interim Moderators that first contact is made between the Committee and our people to alert them to the 
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availability of a new title.  Ministers and Interim Moderators are encouraged to promote the publications of 

our Church.   

One new title, Presbyterianism by Rev. David Blunt, appeared in time for the last General Assembly, but no 

titles have been published in this series since.   

3.2  Future Publications 

Booklets 

At the time of writing, booklets on the following subjects for the ‘Finding out about…’ series are at various 

stages of development: Church Discipline (draft submitted), Church Membership (final text submitted), 

Eldership (final text submitted), Funerals (draft submitted), Marriage (draft in preparation, based on an 

address given at the 2017 Spring Conference). 

Books 

History of the Division of 2000 

The General Assembly in 2008 granted the crave of the Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland for the 

writing of a history of the events leading up to, and after, the division of 2000.  This is a precise and 

painstaking work.  It has taken longer than envisaged, mainly because the author, Rev. James I. Gracie, is a 

minister in a pastoral charge in the capital city and just last year had additional duties laid upon his 

shoulders.  The Committee have been patient; the General Assembly has been forbearing.  The Committee 

appointed Mr Gracie, in consultation with Mr Lindsay MacCallum, believing him to be the best person to 

carry this work to a conclusion.  The Committee has not changed its view.  However, the Committee gave a 

warning last year that it may need to give consideration to appointing others to help bring the work to 

completion.  This year the Committee is stating clearly that if it cannot report adequate progress being made 

to the 2019 General Assembly, then it will be left with no other option but to seek the approval of that 

Assembly for others to be enlisted to expedite the completion of the work. 

History of the Free Church of Scotland in the 20th Century 

Last year the Committee reported to the General Assembly that Rev. John Keddie had submitted a draft 

manuscript on the history of the Free Church covering the period from 1900-2010, but that as this work 

potentially covered a period overlapping the Committee’s own work History of the Division of 2000, Mr 

Keddie’s publication would need to await the official work.  Mr Keddie indicated on the floor of the 

General Assembly last year that it was less problematical if his work were published privately, and the 

Committee are aware that this work is now published in two separate volumes.    

Subordinate Standards of the Free Church of Scotland 

The Committee had referred to it a proposal that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) should have 

printed copies of the subordinate standards, either as a whole or in parts, under the Church’s own 

imprimatur.  Though a worthy suggestion, the Committee concluded that presently, as copies of these 

Standards are available, the Committee’s limited resources and increasing remit could be more profitably 

channelled elsewhere. 

Other publications 

In 2016 the Committee requested Rev. Raymond Kemp and Rev. Trevor Kirkland to produce a script for 

publication on the Church’s principles, beliefs and practice.  It is felt that such a publication is needed and 

will prove useful not only for our people, especially our young people, but also as an introduction for others 

to Free Church principles and practice as maintained by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  This 

work is in the planning stage, but the collection and condensation of materials is well under way. 

3.3  Storage and Distribution 

Mr Bill McQueer has responsibility for the storage and distribution of the Committee’s stock of 

publications.  We are grateful to him for meeting the orders which come in from congregations and 
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individuals for the Church’s publications (a list of which appears in Appendix 2) 

3.4  Books Organiser 

Mr Glenn Fraser had served as Books Organiser on behalf of the Committee, carrying stocks of Bibles and 

other Christian literature for sale among our Congregations and at various Church events throughout the 

year.  Mr Fraser tendered his resignation on health grounds to the Committee in 2017 and this was accepted 

with effect from 31st December 2017.  However, Mr & Mrs Fraser kindly operated a bookstall at the Spring 

Conference.  The Committee is thankful to Mr & Mrs Fraser for their diligence in and dedication to this 

work over many years.  The Committee has resolved to discontinue this work.  They have taken a decision 

to reduce the price of the books on hand in order to deplete the stock and make the various publications 

available at most competitive prices. 

4.  Website and Social Media 

4.1  Website 

In the ever-increasing global reach of the internet, the Church’s website is often the first contact that many 

throughout the world have with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  The website, therefore, must be 

updated regularly to take account of changes in personnel, contact details, etc.; however, this information is 

only as good as the information which is relayed to those who have editorial oversight of the website.  For 

the website to work as it should, it is vital that any such changes are indicated immediately, and links at the 

foot of the relevant page enable this to be done. 

The Committee, cognizant that our history is an important part of our Church’s testimony, approved the 

addition of a page to the website tracing the Church’s history from 1560-2000, and this page to include 

pictures where available.  

The Committee recognise that the website, which generally runs well, is in need of some redesign or 

perhaps a rebuild.  An added facility for the purchase of publications and CDs and a facility whereby 

donations may be made are possibilities.  The Committee has given the matter thought, instigated 

exploratory investigations, and is continuing with a further appraisal as to what is needed for the 

denomination’s purposes.  The Committee has included a mid-range figure of up to £2,000 in its 2019 

budget for this project.  

The Committee are grateful to all who provide written and audio materials for the website; to the Editorial 

Overseers, Rev. John. J. Murray, Rev. David M. Blunt, Rev. Andrew R. Allan; and to Rev. Bert Pohl, who 

continuing as Technical Overseer of the site, maintains a keen interest in the good working of the website to 

its full potential.   

4.2  Social Media 

The Church’s Twitter account was launched in June 2015, after receiving the approval of the General 

Assembly of that year.  At the beginning of April this year there were 435 followers compared to 324 at the 

end of April 2017.  There is a need to ensure a constant supply of tweets: Bible verses, Metrical Psalm 

verses, quotations on Doctrine and on the Christian life, together with the highlighting of new items from 

the Church’s website.  Most days four tweets appear at generally fixed times.   

The Facebook page, launched in September 2015, has 863 followers compared to 703 last year, and 557 in 

2016.  A press release by one of our Presbyteries on the erection of a local mosque created a considerable 

degree of interaction on the Free Church (Continuing) Facebook Page and it was noticed that the number of 

followers increased at this time.  Maintenance of the Facebook page is minimal: this page is fed by the 

Twitter account automatically, and vice-versa.  However, with more volunteers, the separation of both 

media platforms would prove more efficient and productive.  The use of social media has resulted in a 

significant number of contacts being made with people outwith the Church, and enquiries about the 

testimony of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  It is envisaged that shortly after the General 
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Assembly selections of psalm-singing will be added to the website from the Church’s own CDs with social 

media playing a pivotal role in highlighting this important distinctive of our witness.    

5.  Spring Conference 

The Spring Conference took place on Friday 30th March, in the new venue of Culloden-Balloch Baptist 

Church, Balloch, Inverness.  The Conference was chaired by Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) and the 

theme was Relating to Other Religions.  The speaker at both sessions was Pastor Ibrahim Ag Mohamed 

(Metropolitan Tabernacle, London).  The first address was on ‘Biblical Principles to be Used’ and the 

second on ‘Examples of Good Practice’.  The messages were practical and very well received.  Two 

psalmody sessions were run by Mr David Keddie and Mr Ruairidh MacLeod. 

The Committee are thankful to Mr Macleod for kindly chairing the Conference, Mr Ibrahim Ag Mohamed 

as speaker, and Mr David Keddie and Mr Ruairidh MacLeod for running the Psalmody sessions.  They 

thank all who helped in any way with this year’s Conference, in particular the following: Mr & Mrs Glenn 

Fraser and Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod and Mr Andrew Macleod for organising and running the catering; Mr 

Lindsay MacCallum for his work as booking secretary; Mr & Mrs Glenn Fraser, Mr Bill McQueer, and Mr 

William Murray for organising and running bookstalls; Mrs Flora Roberts for organising and running the 

children’s programme. 

Despite the fact that some of the Conference’s usual attendees were absent this year the attendance was up 

significantly on the previous year: 90 adults and 24 children were present, and this total of 114 compared 

very favourably to a total of 91 last year, and 105 in 2016.  We are pleased that some new people were 

present, one taking a long haul flight to be at the Conference.  

The Conference has always been held on the Friday Public Holiday in Spring and the provisional date for 

next year’s Conference is Friday 19th April 2019 (DV).  A provisional booking has been made for next year 

but plans are to be finalised in June 2018.  

6.  Publications Committee of the Presbytery of the United States 

The Committee were heartened to receive correspondence from the Publications Committee of the 

Presbytery of the United States informing them of that Committee’s plan to begin re-publishing a quarterly 

magazine – The Master’s Trumpet – to supplement but not replace the Free Church Witness, and also to 

establish its own imprint, Grange Press.  The Committee pray that the Lord will be pleased to bless this 

major work.  

7.  Audio Ministry 

The Audio Ministry, which is overseen by Mr Bill McQueer, provides a selection of sermons and lectures in 

CD format for the small cost of £1 each including postage.  This is referred to as the ‘Audio Ministry’ 

because we believe that these sermons are appreciated and enjoyed not only by those within our own 

denomination who are housebound, and also by those outwith our own denomination who crave sound 

teaching, and those in isolated parts of the country.  In 2017 some 215 CDs were obtained through this 

outlet.  In January 2018 a new list was published of some 50 sermons and addresses (7 of these were from 

the School in Theology, Larbert), and the Committee is thankful to Mr McQueer for attending to these 

orders and for printing some 1000 lists for distribution with the Free Church Witness.  

8.  The Annals of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000 

The Committee over the past year have, to a significantly greater extent than in previous years, drawn 

attention to the possibility of publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.    

Mr Maurice Grant continues his work updating the database for the ‘Annals’ when information becomes 

available.  Mr Grant utilises a variety of sources to gather such data – Census returns, obituaries, wills and 

general research in the Registrar General’s Office.   
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In 2016, the Committee reported to the General Assembly that the unresolved issues of the Division of 2000 

made work on the ‘Annals’ problematic, not least in that many of the surviving ministers are part of the 

Free Church (Residual), or relatives who have supplied information are not part of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing).  The Report, however, highlighted a number of encouraging circumstances which 

could provide a way forward: 

a. the launch of a website entitled ‘Ecclegen’ which ‘is intended to provide information – mainly 

genealogical – concerning all Ministers of the Free Church of Scotland from 1843-1900 and their 

families’, as highlighted in the 2016 Report to the General Assembly; 

b. the website was the private work of Rev. Ronald Christie; 

c. a suggestion made by Mr Christie that the information could be published on a website, similar to 

‘Ecclegen’, thereby minimizing printing costs as well as ease of change after production, and which 

would provide information on all Free Church ministers from 1843-1999. 

The 2017 General Assembly showed a measure of satisfaction with the suggestion:  

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work in gathering 

information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland. They direct the Committee to 

pursue the possibility of the publication of the material on the Internet; 

Following this direction, the Committee commended “the pursuing of the publication of the ‘Annals of the 

Free Church of Scotland’ and requested Mr Grant to ‘pursue this matter with Rev Ronald Christie in the 

best interests of the Church…”.’ 

The Committee must draw to the attention of the General Assembly new information which, it believes, 

adds at least a layer of complexity to the project.  Mr Grant informed the Committee that Mr Christie had 

approached the Free Church (Residual) to ascertain their interest in having the ‘Ecclegen’ material on their 

own website, on the condition that he would continue to operate it.  This he did to ensure the long-term 

security of the information which he had collected.  Apparently, the arrangement is that Edinburgh 

Theological Seminary would take on the ‘Ecclegen’ website – which will remain a separate site – but will 

be transferred to a different host (which hosts other sites for ETS), the Free Church (Residual) to assume the 

costs.  There is evidence that some serious interest now exists from all parties that this project, if possible, 

should proceed. 

While the Committee has not rescinded its Finding above, it did see the need to exercise caution, and 

referred the matter to the Legal Advice & Property Committee for information.  While the Committee has 

not had opportunity to discuss the advice of that Committee it is nevertheless in receipt of advice which 

equally counsels caution.  

9.  Disruption 2000 Video 

The Committee reported last year that the video of events around the Disruption of 2000 was of an inferior 

quality, and while this may prohibit the production of a DVD using solely this material, it would not 

prohibit the production of a DVD which incorporated some parts of the footage for authentication and 

posterity purposes.  The Committee are keeping this matter under review.    

10.  Church Directory 

Previously known as the Year Book, the Committee felt that Church Directory is a title perhaps more 

descriptive of a publication containing details of Congregations, Presbyteries, Synods and some information 

on Standing Committees of the General Assembly.  This publication, it is hoped, will be prepared prior to 

the General Assembly.  In due course, the new edition of the Church Directory will also be placed on the 

Church website for reading online or downloading.  
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11.  Media Officer 

The Committee wish to record their thanks to Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s 

Media Officer.  We trust that Mr MacLeod will know the strength and guiding of the Lord not only in his 

duties as the Church’s Media Officer but also in his many other duties in the wider Church. 

JOHN N. GILLIES, Convener 

DAVIDE RATTI, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Publications and thank the 

Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk;  

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for their work as 

Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively;   

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on 

design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s magazines; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for The 

Explorer; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.6 The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of recording the 

Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They send to Mrs Furzer their prayerful good wishes; 

2.7 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s commencement of the work of 

recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They commend this important work and 

encourage ministers and others to make this ministry more widely known; 

2.8 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution of tapes of 

recordings to the visually impaired;  

2.9 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church Witness and The 

Explorer over a period of time.  They direct the Committee to investigate and implement a strategy to 

increase circulation of the denominational magazine;  

2.10 The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular June issue of the Free 

Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News magazine for evangelistic and other 

purposes.  They pray that the Lord will bless the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland 

might be turned to the King of kings; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of Church magazines and 

publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing, material in the series 

‘Finding out about…’ and encourage the Committee as they oversee this important part of their work, 

whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim Moderators and others to bring these publications before 

their Congregations; 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2018] 21 

 

 

3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events leading up to and 

following the division of 2000.  They note both the length of time this work has been in progress and 

also the need for the record to be set straight, and therefore press all concerned to have made 

significant progress to a conclusion of the work by the next General Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are pursuing and 

pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and constancy as they seek to advance 

them; 

3.4 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and distributing the 

Committee’s publications; 

3.5 The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on health grounds, 

and note that the Committee is ceasing this work.  They thank Mr Fraser for his dedication and 

enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years, and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr 

and Mrs Fraser with good health; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially Rev. Bert Pohl as 

technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as 

editorial overseers.  They encourage the Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the 

website to increase its usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors; 

4.2 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account and a Facebook 

Page continues to create interest.  They pray that the spread of Scripture through these social 

platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of the recent Spring 

Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which granted the use of their building.  

They urge ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications Committee within 

the Presbytery of the United States.  They pray that their endeavours at restarting the publication of a 

magazine and establishing their own imprint might be greatly blessed; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and distribution of audio 

CDs; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on gathering information 

for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  They note the complicating development in 

publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, but in agreeing in principle to the Committee 

approaching the Free Church (Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ 

particularly, but not exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the General Assembly 

expect the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing threatening in the production of the said 

Annals shall take place, or anything injurious appears in print to the detriment of those ministers 

purportedly disciplined in the year 2000; the Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice & 

Property Committee, to report to the next General Assembly its findings and recommendations 

thereanent; 

9. The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of the video footage 

of the events surrounding 2000.  They encourage the Committee to explore ways in which some of 

this singularly unique material could be incorporated into a wider video production;  
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10. The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church Directory’ and 

commend the same to all interested parties; 

11. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s Media 

Officer over the past year. 
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APPENDIX I 

(1)Statistics—Witness/Explorer 

 Print Run Total UK UK  Complimentary Trade 

Year Witness Explorer Utilised Congregations Individual Overseas UK Overseas UK 

Note 1        

2018 1,000 1,100 761 542 95 39 37 25 23 

2017 1,000 1,100 803 580 116 42 21 19 25 

2016 1,000 1,100 788 571 107 50 22 11 27 

2015 1,000 1,100 815 589 116 55 22 11 22 

2014 1,000 1,100 887 637 141 52 29 8 20 

2013 1,000 1,150 875 653 145 39 18 6 14 

2012 1,000 1,150 872 677 133 23 16 7 16 

2011 1,000 1,150 879 674 138 26 17 7 17 

2010 1,100 1,150 932 742 127 23 18 6 16 

2009 1,100 1,150 1,004 780 153 27 17 7 20 

2008 1,180 1,150 960 746 143 31 15 5 20 

2007 1,200 1,150 1,051 805 190 18 15 5 18 

2006 1,200 1,150 1,063 850 179 19 10 5 - 

2005 1,200 1,150 1,200 898 243 44 10 5 - 

2004 1,200 1,150 1,200 908 202 75 10 5 - 

2003 1,200 1,150 1,171 910 207 39 10 5 - 

2002 1,200 1,150 1,175 920 209 31 10 5 - 

 

(1)  The Total Utilised figure represents the aggregate of the congregational, UK and overseas individual 

subscribers,  UK and overseas complimentary copies and trade market sales. In addition 65 extra Witness 

magazines are   provided to congregations free for visitors and community circulation. 

(2)  The figures for the year 2000 and 2001 are not available. 

       

(2) Statistics—Good News       

Year 

Note  

Print Run 

Note 2  

Total 

Utilised 

June 

Witness 

See  

Note 3 

See  

Note 4 

See 

Note 5 

See 

Note 6 

% 

Note 7 

% 

Note 8 

2017 13,000 13,000 803 (7)    375 (4)    4,000 7,822  -  60 91 

2016 17,000 17,000 788 (12)   960 (3)    4,500 7,752 3,000 46 90 

2015 19,000 19,000 815 (11)   910 (4)    6,400 7,875 3,000 41 91 

2014 16,000 16,000 887 (12)     1,030 (4)    4,200 6,883 3,000 43 88 

2013 13,000 13,000 875 (11)        940 (3)    3,700 7,485 - 58 86 

2012 13,000 13,000 872 (10)     1,035 (4)    4,300 6,793 - 52 85 

2011 13,000 13,000 879 (12)        885 (5)    4,800 6,436 - 50 86 

2010 12,000 12,000 932 (7)    550 (3)    4,250 6,268 - 52 88 

2009 11,000 11,000 1,004 (10)   560 (6)    4,300 5,136 - 47 86 

2008 11,000 11,000 960 (9)         626 (3)    2,600 6,814 - 62 86 
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(1)  The June special issue was first printed in 2006 but detailed figures for 2006 and 2007 are not available. 

(2)  The Print Run represents the total orders received from (a) congregations (b) the Home Mission Worker 

and (c) the requirement to provide for the June issue of the Witness, rounded up to the nearest thousand. 

(3)  This represents the total number of individual congregational orders placed for less than 300 copies. 

(4)  This represents the total number of individual congregational orders placed for more than 300 copies. 

(5)  This represents the total number of copies allocated to the Home Mission Worker for evangelism. 

(6)  This represents the total number of copies ordered for Rev. James Haram for evangelism. 

(7)  This represents the Home Mission Worker’s usage for evangelism as a percentage of the total copies 

printed.   

(8)  This represents the total of (Home Mission Worker + Rev James Haram + Congregational orders - note 

4) as a percentage of the total copies printed. 
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APPENDIX II 

In-Print Titles at April 2018 

a) Where is God now Gone? by Rev. John J. Murray (1250 copies printed in November 2003): 

Nil copies remaining. 

b) Sing the Lord’s Song by Rev. John W. Keddie (500 copies provided to Committee in May 2004): 

130 copies remaining. 

c) Echoes from Scotland’s Heritage of Grace by Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier (first printed in May 2007): 

Nil copies in stock. 

d) The Five Points of Calvinism by Rev. John W. Keddie (750 copies printed in May 2010): 

216 copies remaining. 

e) The Lord's Supper by Rev. John Morrison (500 copies printed in May 2011): 

40 copies remaining. 

f) The Shorter Catechism (500 copies printed in May 2012; 750 copies reprinted in May 2013): 

608 copies remaining. 

g) The Right of Continued Protest (80 copies printed in December 2013; 80 copies reprinted in March 2014): 

11 copies remaining; 

h) Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) Year Book 2014-15 (500 copies printed in February 2014;  

100 copies reprinted in April 2014): 

Nil copies remaining; 

i) Scottish Independence: An examination of the Scottish Government’s proposals for Scottish  

 independence (200 copies printed in August 2013): 

13 copies remaining. 

j) Worship by Rev. James Clark (500 copies printed in June 2015): 

310 copies remaining. 

k) Baptism (500 copies printed in October 2015): 

363 copies remaining. 

l) Presbyterianism by Rev. David Blunt 

383 copies remaining 

m) When Justice Failed in Church and State by Rev. Iain H. Murray & Dr Murdoch Murchison  

2 copies 

n) Remembering the Church in your Will 

1850 copies  

o) Catechizing - A Forgotten Practice by Rev. John J. Murray   

32 copies 

 

 


