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III. 

REPORT 
OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS  

1.  Introduction 
In this digital age it might be thought that the publication of books would fall by the wayside.  However, 
because of the ease with which a digital book can be produced as a hard copy, it would seem that there is an 
almost constant flood of printed books coming onto the market.  Of course, the ease of production has also 
brought with it an avalanche of printed rubbish.  How, for example, can a so-called celebrity write an 
autobiography when still in their twenties or thirties?  In days gone by this was usually the work of a 
SHUVRQ¶V� WZLOLJKW� \HDUV�� EXW� VXFK� LV� WKH� LQDQLW\� RI� RXU� VRFLHW\� LW� VHHPV� WKDW� HYHU\� WULYLDOLW\� LV� FRQVLGHUHG�
important, even down to posting on social media what we had for breakfast.  What anticipation this 
produces as we eagerly await the lunchtime posting! 

The upside of this digital revolution, however, is that good and edifying material can also be produced with 
the minimum of difficulty ± either as an ebook or as a hard copy.  Old and out-of-print spiritual gems can be 
scanned, digitised, and printed with relative ease and at a lower cost, resulting in many reformed classics 
being made available to the public.  For this we ought to be thankful to the Lord. 

As a denomination we are seeking to make more use of these advances in production, while at the same 
time ensuring that our publications are in the second of the two categories referred to above and not the 
former.  We are mindful of the wise words that of making many books there is no end (Ecc. 12:12), yet we 
should not allow this truth to hinder us from attempting to produce useful materials for the benefit of the 
Church at large. 

2.  Magazines 
7KH�RYHUVLJKW�RI�WKH�&KXUFK¶V�PDJD]LQHV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�&RPPLWWHH¶V�PDLQ�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV���:KLOH�WKH\�DUH�
FKLHIO\�IRU�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�LQWHUHVW�RI�RXU�SHRSOH��WKH�PDJD]LQHV�DUH�DOVR�LQ�D�VHQVH�WKH�µSXEOLF�IDFH¶�RI�
our Church to other Christians and people who may never attend our services. 

2.1  Editors 
The Committee are grateful to the editorial team of the Free Church Witness for their labours in writing, 
VRXUFLQJ��DQG�SUHSDULQJ�PDWHULDO�IRU�WKH�PDJD]LQH���7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�FKDQJH�LQ�SHUVRQQHO�VLQFH�ODVW�\HDU¶V�
report.  In August 2021 Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod submitted his resignation as an assistant editor and this 
was accepted by the Committee at their October meeting.  The Committee are grateful to Mr Macleod for 
his contribution to the magazine during his four years as an assistant editor, and particularly to the Church 
History and Book Reviews sections.  Mr Macleod was also responsible for the Around the Church feature, 
which has enabled people to become better acquainted with our Congregations at home and abroad.   

The Committee are pleased that Rev. James MacInnes, who has made frequent contributions to the 
Missions section of the Witness over the last few years, has agreed to serve as an assistant editor for an 
initial period of three years and they welcome him to the editorial team.  

The Committee are grateful to Rev. Thomas Budgen, editor of The Explorer, for his work since he was 
appointed to the post by the 2021 General Assembly.   

2.2  Production 
The Committee continue to be indebted to Donald Smith Graphic Design for the design of both magazines 
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and the co-operative way in which he works with the editors.  They are grateful also to HelloPrint for the 
printing of the magazines.  While there have been delays in delivery and other problems over the last twelve 
PRQWKV�� ILQDQFLDO� FRPSHQVDWLRQ� KDV� DOZD\V� EHHQ� RIIHUHG�� ZKLFK� KDV� QRW� DOZD\V� EHHQ� WKH� &RPPLWWHH¶V�
experience with previous printers.  Quotes from alternative graphic designers and printers are sought 
periodically, to ensure that the present arrangements continue to represent the best value for money.   

The Committee are thankful to all those who have contributed articles to the magazines during the past year, 
whether at the request of the editors or assistant editors or as news items.  A regular flow of material lessens 
the workload of the editors; it also helps to keep the content fresh, interesting and stimulating, which is 
important in any magazine. 

The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzle Page in The 
Explorer magazine, and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month. 

The editors depend greatly on the work of the proof-readers each month, and the Committee wish to extend 
their grateful thanks to the current proof-readers of the magazines: (Witness) Mr Maurice Grant, Rev. 
Raymond Kemp, Mr Ewan Wilson, Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow); (Explorer) Mrs Maryanne Gillies 
(Inverness), Mr Maurice Grant, Miss Sandra Mackay (Partick).  They extend particular thanks to Mr Grant, 
who after many years of careful and helpful attention to a countless number of articles has now retired as a 
proof-reader of the Explorer.  Thanks are also due to Mrs Sandra Versteeg who served as a proof-reader of 
The Explorer during 2021. 

The Committee are grateful to Mr Derek W. MacLean, who, for several years, read the Church magazines 
to tape for the benefit of the visually impaired, as and when this was requested.  There have been no 
requests for a while, but Mr MacLean is willing to continue this service should the need arise. 

2.3  Circulation 
Circulation figures for the Witness at the beginning of March 2022 (with equivalent figures for 2021) were: 
 
Category 2022 2021 Change 
Congregational Bulk Orders 434 445 -11 
Individual Subscriptions 73 [19] 78 [14] -5 
Individual Gift Subscriptions 17 [3] 20 [6] -3 
Airmail Subscriptions 36 [9] 29 [7] +7 
Predicted Total Subscriptions for Year 529-560 545-572  
Copies by sale or return 2 5 -3 
Copies sent free of charge 107 110 -3 
Predicted Total Circulation for Year 638-669 660-687*  
(figures in  square brackets represent the number out of the total who are yet to renew; *the actual figure at 
28 September 2021 was 685) 

There has been a small drop in most categories of subscription for 2022 compared to the previous year.  
This can be attributed to the combination of year-on-year decline in the numbers of members and 
adherents in our UK Congregations, coupled with the 25% price increase effective from 1 January 2021 
(the previous increase having been as long ago as 2012).  Although costs for the design, printing and 
distribution of the magazines have continued to increase, there was no increase in subscription rates for 
2022.  As of November 2021, the print run for the Witness was reduced from 1,000 to 800 copies and the 
print run for the Explorer from 1,000 to 900 copies. 

In May 2021 the Committee wrote to Kirk Sessions to obtain statistical information on the circulation of the 
magazines.  At their October 2021 meeting information was available from all 30 UK Kirk Sessions, 26 
6HVVLRQV� KDYLQJ� UHVSRQGHG� WR� WKH� &RPPLWWHH¶V� FLUFXODU� DQG� HVWLPDWHG� ILJXUHV� EHLQJ� DYDLODEOH� IRU� WKH�
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remaining four Congregations, as follows: 

(i) total number of households: 587 
(ii) total number of subscriptions: 431 
(iii) how subscriptions are paid: 

(a) Congregations where subscriptions are paid for by individuals: 17 
(b) Congregations where subscriptions are paid for by Congregation: 9 
(c) Congregations where method of payment in unknown: 2 
(d) Congregations with no subscriptions: 2 

The current take-up of magazines in our UK Congregations is approximately 73%.  The Committee 
encourage Sessions to do what they can to maximise the uptake locally and remind ministers that free 
copies of the magazine may be obtained from the Distributor for use when visiting homes outwith 
congregations. 

2.4  Witness Content Review 
The 2021 Report mentioned that the Committee are proposing to gather feedback from readers or Kirk 
Sessions to assess the most widely appreciated items of content in the Witness, so that a review of the 
$VVHPEO\¶V�(GLWRULDO�3ROLF\�IRU�WKH�PDJD]LQH�FDQ�EH�DGYDQFHG���7KH�&RPPLWWHH�KDYH�UHTXHVWHG�5HY��'DYLG�
Fraser to prepare a draft feedback form or questionnaire for this purpose. 

2.5  Subscriptions and Distribution 
The Committee are thankful to Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson (Snizort) for the efficient way in which she carries 
out her work as Subscriptions Secretary and the contact she maintains with readers of the magazines.  The 
Committee are also thankful to Katrina MacKay (Ayr) for her work as Magazine Distributor, which 
includes operating a Royal Mail online business account to obtain the lowest postage costs. 

2.6  Good News Magazine 
Covid-19 restrictions which were in place for much of the past two years meant that evangelistic literature 
outreach involving distribution of the Good News magazine was reduced during that period; thankfully this 
work is now possible again.  A new issue of the magazine was produced at the end of 2021.  As in previous 
years, the largest order by far (10,000 copies) was placed by our Home Mission Worker.  To date a total of 
1,605 copies has been ordered by a total of nine Congregations, with further copies having been ordered by 
individuals.  In addition, a free copy was sent to all UK subscribers to the Free Church Witness, enclosed 
with the January 2022 issue.  There are plenty of copies remaining and the Committee urge Congregations 
to consider placing orders: the price is 25p per copy.  It is unlikely that there will be another issue of Good 
News until 2023 (D.V.).  The Committee are grateful for the continued support of the Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee and local Congregations in the purchase of this magazine and for their efforts in 
distributing it.  May the Lord bless the reading of it to many! 

3.  Publications 
3.1  Booklets 
Finding Out About Series 
The Finding Out About series was launched in 2010 and is intended to provide instruction for our people on 
various important theological, doctrinal and practical issues.  The initial five booklets are available for 
purchase on the denominational website and others are in various stages of preparation, as follows:  

Title Author Status 
The Five Points of Calvinism Rev. John W. Keddie Published (2010)  
7KH�/RUG¶V�6XSSHU Rev. John Morrison Published (2011)  
Baptism Rev. John Macleod Published (2015)  
Worship Rev. James Clark Published (2015) 
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Presbyterianism Rev. David M. Blunt Published (2017) 
Elders Rev. John W. Keddie Text submitted and under consideration 
Deacons Rev. John W. Keddie Text submitted and under consideration 
Church Membership  Rev. William Macleod Text submitted and under consideration 
Marriage  Rev. Graeme Craig Text submitted and under consideration 
Funerals  Rev. James I. Gracie  Text submitted and with PQRM Committee 
Scripture - The Bible  Rev. John Morrison Text in preparation 
7KH�6DEEDWK�/RUG¶V�'D\ Rev. Jonathan Mattull Text in preparation 
*RG¶V�&RYHQDQW Rev. Robert McCurley Text in preparation 

Due to an overload in the volume of their work the Committee have suspended their work on other titles in 
the series until the booklets on Elders and Deacons have been published.  They thank the authors who are 
preparing new booklets for publication and encourage ministers to promote the published titles within their 
Congregations, and Kirk Sessions to consider ordering copies for their Congregations. 

3.1  Books 
History of the Division of 2000 
7KH� ����� *HQHUDO� $VVHPEO\� LQVWUXFWHG� WKH� &RPPLWWHH� ³WR� WDNH� WKH� QHFHVVDU\� DFWLRQ� WR� KDYH� D� GUDIW�
manuscript prepared in popular format recounting the events leading up to and following the division of 
�����´�:KLOH�ODVW�\HDU¶V�UHSRUW�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�D�GUDIW�PDQXVFULSW�RQ�The History of the Division of 2000 was 
now complete, the two men working on the draft, Rev. James Gracie and Mr Lindsay MacCallum, judged 
that the draft would benefit from the addition of certain material.  The desired material has now been 
incorporated, and the exercise also provided an opportunity for the checking of the factual content and 
corrections where these were required. 

At their March meeting the Committee were pleased to learn that the draft was now complete and that it was 
about to be sent to the proof-readers; it has now been circulated to them and to members of the Committee.  
At over 267,000 words (including footnotes) and including some complex detail, the proofreading needs to 
be done carefully and thoroughly; the draft will also require such things as a foreword, preface, 
acknowledgements, glossary, bibliography and index(es).  Once the Committee are satisfied with the text 
the manuscript will be passed to the Legal Advice & Property Committee in order that they may seek advice 
from the Law Agent before proceeding to publication. 

Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland 
The purpose of this project is to enable the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) to have copies of the 
FRPSOHWH� UDQJH� RI� WKH� &KXUFK¶V� 6XERUGLQDWH� 6WDQGDUGV� DQG� $XWKRULWDWLYH� 'RFXPHQWV� DYDLODEOH� LQ� ERWK�
digital and print form under her own imprint.  It is felt that this is important for a denomination that truly 
values its goodly heritage, having a desire to maintain it in the present generation, preserve it for future 
generations and promote it beyond its own borders.  We reported last year that this project is well under 
way, and we are thankful to the Lord to be able to report further progress during the past year.  All the 
required documents have now been digitised and forwarded to Rev. John Keddie for initial proofreading 
and review.  Mr Keddie is setting up a file for printing and publication and hopes to have this substantially 
completed by the time of the General Assembly; thereafter the manuscript will need further and careful 
proofreading.  Mr Keddie has highlighted some aspects of the content that will require decisions by the 
&RPPLWWHH��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�VRXJKW�JXLGDQFH�IURP�WKH�$VVHPEO\�&OHUNV¶�'HSDUWPHQW�RQ�WKRVH�PDWWHUV�ZKLFK�
FRPH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&OHUNV¶�FRPSHWHQFH� 

Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C) 
Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Raymond Kemp are continuing to work on the text of this document, 
reviewing its content to make sure that it achieves its intended purpose, namely, to identify and explain the 
&KXUFK¶V� SULQFLSOHV�� EHOLHIV� DQG� SUDFWLFH�� ERWK� WR� RXU� RZQ� SHRSOH� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR� EHORQJ� WR� RWKHU�
denominations.  It is planned that this publication will be integrated with the booklets in the Finding Out 
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About series, so that readers can be directed to more detailed material on the subjects covered in it. 

The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal 
6LQFH� ODVW�\HDU¶V�UHSRUW�DQ�H[HFXWLYH�VXPPDU\�KDV�EHHQ�DGGHG� WR�WKH�GRFXPHQW�� �Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 
with the help of the Evangelical Library in London, has been able to collate significant additional magazine 
material for this publication, which has been forwarded to Rev. David Blunt for compilation into the draft.  
Once this has been done, the Committee will need to finalise and approve the text and its formatting, with a 
view to publication.  It is hoped that some financial sponsorship will be available for this title from the 
Protestant Truth Society and perhaps other sources. 

3.1  Storage, Distribution and Retail of FC(C) Publications 
Thus far the Committee have been unsuccessful in their search for a suitable person who will be permanently 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�VWRUDJH��GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�UHWDLO�RI�WKH�&RPPLWWHH¶V�VWRFN�RI�)&�&��SXEOLFDWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�
e-commerce when the new website is in operation, God willing.  They are thankful to Rev. Davide Ratti for 
taking charge of this work in an interim capacity. 

3.2  Self-publishing 
Denominational Emblem/Logo 
The 2021 General Assembly noted the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable design for a 
GHQRPLQDWLRQDO� HPEOHP� RU� ORJR� WR� VHUYH� IRU� WKH� &KXUFK¶V� XVH�� SUD\LQJ� WKDW� WKH� /RUG� ZRXOG� JLYH� WKHP�
guidance as they bring forward their proposals to the next General Assembly.  The Committee circulated to 
Kirk Sessions several designs which might provide the basis for a denominational emblem, including the 
burning bush emblem on the front cover of the Witness, the historic burning bush emblem, and the burning 
bush emblem commonly used on letterheads, requesting that Sessions indicate which of these options they 
prefer or suggest further alternatives. 

A total of 27 out of 38 Kirk Sessions (including 26 out of 30 UK Kirk Sessions) responded to the 
&RPPLWWHH¶V�FLUFXODU���7KH�UHWXUQV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV� 

± burning bush emblem on the front cover of the Witness: 9.5 
± historic burning bush emblem: 7.3 
± burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads: 10.1 
± all alternative suggestions: 0 

(one linked charge with two Sessions expressed a joint view; some Sessions had no clear preference) 

The Committee are therefore recommending to the General Assembly the burning bush emblem commonly 
used on letterheads as the preferred option for the denominational emblem.  Rev. Henry Woods has 
produced a modified version of this burning bush emblem and the Committee are submitting this new 
design to the General Assembly and requesting the Assembly to recommend the new design for use in the 
Church. 

Denominational Imprint 
The 2021 General Assembly also noted the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable publishing imprint 
WR� VHUYH� IRU� WKH� &KXUFK¶V� XVH� RQ� LWV� RZQ� RIILFLDO� SXEOLFDWLRQV�� SUD\LQJ� WKDW� WKH� /RUG� ZRXOG� JLYH� WKHP�
guidance as they bring forward their proposals to the next General Assembly.  The Committee circulated to 
Kirk Sessions their preferred title of George Wishart Press, with the alternatives of Disruption Press and 
Patrick Hamilton Press, requesting Sessions to indicate which of these three options they prefer or to suggest 
further alternatives. 

A total of 27 out of 38 Kirk Sessions (including 26 out of 30 UK Kirk Sessions) responded to the 
&RPPLWWHH¶V�FLUFXODU���7KH�UHWXUQV�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV� 

± George Wishart Press: 13.75 
± Disruption Press: 2.25 
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± Patrick Hamilton Press: 1.75 
± all alternative suggestions: 7.25 

(one linked charge with two Sessions expressed a joint view; some Sessions had no clear preference and 
one Session expressed no view) 
7KH� &RPPLWWHH� DUH� WKHUHIRUH� UHFRPPHQGLQJ� WR� WKH� *HQHUDO� $VVHPEO\� µ*HRUJH� :LVKDUW� 3UHVV¶� DV� WKH�
preferred option for the denominational imprint. 

4.  Website & Social Media 
4.1  Website 
The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Editorial Overseer; Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Website Digital 
Content Editor; and Rev. Bert Pohl, Technical Overseer, who maintains a helpful interest in the site that he 
created in 2013.  They also thank all those who over the past year have provided new content for the 
website. 

4.2  New Website 
In their 2021 report the Committee stated that work on the new website was now nearing completion, but 
also pointed out that what had initially been thought to be a simple endeavour had turned into a time-
consuming process.  The reason is that, instead of being able to migrate the data from the present website to 
the new one in an automated way, it was necessary to extract the items individually, enter them into the new 
site and then reformat them ± HTXLYDOHQW� WR� µFRS\LQJ� DQG� SDVWLQJ¶� WH[W� IURP� RQH� VPDOO� GRFXPHQW� DIWHU�
another into one new and very large document! 

During the past year Mr Gerdt has applied himself conscientiously to this task, supported latterly by an 
assistant managing the data transfer.  On 28th February Rev. Greg MacDonald held a meeting with Mr Sam 
Gerdt by Zoom which led to a helpful update on the new site being available to the Committee at their 
0DUFK�PHHWLQJ���7KHUHDIWHU�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�ZHUH�UHTXHVWHG�WR�µSURRIUHDG¶�WKH�QHZ�VLWH�DQG�
make a note of any corrections or suggested alterations.  On 15th March a further meeting was held between 
Mr Gerdt, Rev. David Blunt and Rev. Andrew Allan, at which Mr Gerdt dealt with the suggested alterations 
to the new site and provided some training in the use of WordPress. 

Once Mr Gerdt has completed his work, and the Committee are happy with it, the link to the new site will 
be circulated to ministers and congregational correspondents with a request that they check their 
information to ensure that it is correct.  Once any corrections have been made the site can be launched. 

4.3  Social Media 
$W� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�$SULO�� WKH�&KXUFK¶V�)DFHERRN�SDJH�KDG�������IROORZHUV��FRPSDUHG�ZLWK����������������
7KH� &KXUFK¶V� 7ZLWWHU� DFFRXQW� KDG� ���� IROORZHUV�� FRPSDUHG� ZLWK� ���� �������� � :KHQ� QHZ� PDWHULDO� LV�
XSORDGHG� RQWR� WKH� &KXUFK¶V� ZHEVLWH�� )DFHERRN� DQG� 7ZLWWHU� DUH� XVHG� WR� KLJKOLJKW� WKLV� PDWHULDO� DQG� DUH�
effective vehicles for increasing website traffic. 

The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital Content 
Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform) for the 
day-to-day operation of these platforms. 

5.  Spring Conference 
The Committee are pleased that, after two years when the Conference had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 
UHVWULFWLRQV��LQ�WKH�/RUG¶V�JRRGQHVV�LW�SURYHG�SRVVLEOH�WR�PDNH�ILUPHU�DUUDQJHPHQWV�WKLV�\HDU�IRU�WKH�DQQXDO�
Spring Conference.  The Conference is set for 15 April, the venue this year being Westhill Church, the place 
of worship of our Inverness Congregation.  The programme is the one originally planned for 2020, on the 
VXEMHFW�RI� µ5HYLYDO¶�� �5HY��:LOOLDP�0DFOHRG��5HWLUHG�� LV�GXH� WR� VSHDN�RQ�The Principles and Necessity of 
Revival and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) on Twentieth Century Revivals in the Western Isles.  We are 
grateful to Rev. William Macleod for agreeing to stand in for Rev. Maurice Roberts, who has been 
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indisposed.  The Committee encourage ministers to promote attendance at the Conference in their 
Congregations. 

6.  Publications Committee ± Presbytery U.S.A 
The Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the United States give thanks that the Lord has 
continued to uphold their efforts in producing a new issue of 7KH�0DVWHU¶V�7UXPSHW each quarter.   

7KH�&RPPLWWHH�KDYH�PDGH�VLJQLILFDQW�VWULGHV�LQ�SURGXFLQJ�D�*UHHN�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�UHDGHU¶V�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Received Text.  The Lord has provided excellent help through several volunteers.  Their prayer is that the 
Lord would use this to assist students and ministers better study the original version of the New Testament. 

Work on the metrical Psalter with notes from both John Brown and David Dickson continues.  The 
Committee expect it to be issued shortly after the Greek New Testament reader is completed.  There is a 
developing resurgence of interest in Psalm-singing in the United States, and they hope that such a volume 
would promote the personal and family singing of these sacred psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

The Lord has been pleased to use the Committee to sell several copies of the Scottish Metrical Psalter.  
With almost no advertising, they have sold about 80 copies in the last year ± many to those beyond our 
denomination.  The split-leaf is a great resource, and they would like to see if there are ways in which they 
can assist in its future production. 

The Convener of the Publications Committee is Rev. Robert McCurley, and the Clerk is Mr John Uselding.  
$�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�WKH�3UHVE\WHU\¶V�SXEOLVKLQJ�LPSULQW�LV�*UDQJH�3UHVV���)XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�PD\�
be found at www.grangepress.com. 

7.  Annals of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000 
The Working Group on the Annals consists of Mr Maurice Grant, Rev. David S. Fraser and Rev. Murdo 
A.N. Macleod.  Mr Maurice Grant had hoped that by this time we could have had access under the 100-year 
rule to the 1921 Census, which potentially could yield useful information on the early post-1900 ministers 
and their families; however, because of the Covid pandemic this has had to be held over for a year, and the 
ODWHVW�HVWLPDWH� IURP� WKH�5HJLVWUDU�*HQHUDO¶V�2IILFH� LV� µWKH� ODWWHU�KDOI�RI�����¶�� �/LNHZLVH�� LW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�
possible yet for talks to take place with representatives of the residual Free Church in regard to the Annals.   
 
8.  Media Officer 
The 2021 General Assembly appointed Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod to the role of Media Officer, in place of 
the late Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat.  The Committee are thankful that Mr Macleod has been able to settle 
LQWR� WKLV� UROH�ZHOO��DQG� WUXVW� WKDW�KH�ZLOO�NQRZ� WKH�/RUG¶V�KHOS� LQ�FDUU\LQJ� LW�RXW�� LQ�DGGLWLRQ� WR�KLV�PDQ\�
other responsibilities. 
 

HENRY J.T. WOODS,  Convener 
LINDSAY MACCALLUM,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Publications and thank the 
Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk pro tem; 

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Thomas Budgen for their work as 
editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively; 

2.2 The General Assembly thank Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. James Clark for their work as assistant 
editors of the Free Church Witness.  They note that Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod has resigned as an 
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assistant editor and thank him for his work over the four years that he held the post.  They note that 
the Committee have appointed Rev. James MacInnes to serve as an assistant editor for an initial 
period of three years and welcome him to this role; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on the 
design and layout of the Free Church Witness, The Explorer and the Good News magazine; 

2.4 7KH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�WKDQN�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�ZULWH�DUWLFOHV�IRU�WKH�&KXUFK¶V�PDJD]LQHV� 

2.5 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for 
The Explorer; 

2.6 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.7 The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean for the work he performed over several years 
in reading the Church magazines to tape for the benefit of the visually impaired, noting his 
willingness to do so again should the need arise; 

2.8 The General Assembly note the further drop in subscriptions to the Witness and encourage the 
Committee in the steps they are taking to increase its circulation; 

2.9 The General Assembly note the new issue of the Good News magazine which was published in 
December 2021.  They thank the Witness editorial team for producing it and all those who 
contributed articles.  They encourage Congregations to make use of the magazine in their 
evangelistic work and pray that the Lord would bless its content to the good of many souls; 

2.10 The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their efforts to gather feedback on the content of 
the Witness magazine; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work as Subscription Secretary 
for the magazines; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work as Magazine Distributor; 

3.1 The General Assembly note the information regarding the various titles in the Finding Out About 
series and the need to prioritise some titles so that progress can be made towards publication.  They 
look forward to seeing the booklets on Elders and Deacons in print soon, followed by the other titles, 
and pray that the Lord will assist those authors who are still engaged in writing material for their 
titles; 

3.2 The General Assembly note that a completed draft manuscript of the History of the Division of 2000 
with some new material added is now with the proof-readers and members of the Committee.  They 
urge the Committee to finish the remaining work on this publication as soon as possible and forward 
the manuscript to the Legal Advice & Property Committee for their scrutiny; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the further progress made in the preparation for publication both digital 
and print form of the Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of 
Scotland.  They pray that the Lord would assist Rev. John Keddie and direct the Committee as they 
work on this important project; 

3.4 The General Assembly note the ongoing preparation of a handbook on the Principles, Beliefs and 
Practice of the FC(C); 
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3.5 The General Assembly note that further significant material is being added to the document The 
British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal.  They urge the Committee to bring this work to a 
completion as soon as is practicable and pray that they will have success in obtaining financial 
support for this publication from interested bodies; 

3.6 7KH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�QRWH�WKH�&RPPLWWHH¶V�RQJRLQJ�HIIRUWV�WR�ILQG�VRPHRQH�WR�WDNH�RQ�SHUPDQHQW�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�VWRUDJH��GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�UHWDLO�RI�WKH�&RPPLWWHH¶V�VWRFN�RI�)&�&��SXEOLFDWLRQV���
They pray that the Lord will provide a suitable person to undertake this work; 

3.7 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the Committee are 
recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads to the General Assembly as 
the preferred option for the denominational emblem, and in particular a new design produced by 
Rev. Henry Woods.  They thank Mr Woods for his work, approve the new design and recommend it 
for use in the Church; 

3.8 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the Committee are 
UHFRPPHQGLQJ� µ*HRUJH� :LVKDUW� 3UHVV¶� WR� WKH� *HQHUDO� $VVHPEO\� DV� WKH� SUHIHUUHG� RSWLRQ� IRU� WKH�
GHQRPLQDWLRQDO�LPSULQW���7KH\�DSSURYH�µ*HRUJH�:LVKDUW�3UHVV¶�DV�WKH�GHQRPLQDWLRQDO�LPSULQW� 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the present Church website, especially Rev. Bert 
Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial Overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan 
as Website Digital Content Editor.  They also thank those who have provided new material for the 
website during the past year; 

4.2 The General Assembly are pleased that although work on preparing the new Church website has 
taken much longer than expected the site is now close to being launched (D.V.).  They thank Mr 
Gerdt for his patient labours and members of the Committee and others who have contributed to its 
development.  They pray that the Lord will bless the content of the site and encourage the 
Committee to make every effort to ensure that new material is added regularly so that people visit 
frequently; 

4.3 7KH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WKDW� WKH�&KXUFK¶V�)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�7ZLWWHU�DFFRXQW�KDYH�
increased their following during the past year.  They thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media 
Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair 
Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform) for their work in maintaining a presence for 
the Church and a witness for the cause on social media; 

5. The General Assembly give thanks to God that the Spring Conference was able to take place in April 
of this year, having been cancelled for the last two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  They urge 
ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with interest the developments over the past year in the various projects 
with which the Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the United States are concerned.  
They commend the Committee for their zealous efforts in promoting our Reformed and Presbyterian 
heritage and pray that the Lord will grant them all necessary help in their endeavours; 

7. The General Assembly note that work on the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland continues to be 
hindered by difficulties arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  They commend Mr Maurice Grant for 
KLV�GLOLJHQFH�DQG�SUD\�WKDW�LQ�WKH�/RUG¶V�SURYLGHQFH�WKH�:RUNLQJ�*URXS�RQ�WKH�$QQDOV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�
make progress with this project soon; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Media Officer. 


