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X. 
REPORT 

OF THE 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

1.  Introduction 
Rev. Mr John Livingston is best known as the man the Lord used at the Kirk o’ Shotts revival and yet how 
instructive and encouraging is his own account of his life in ‘Select Biographies’ by W K Tweedie.  In the 
same volume we are also treated to Livingstone’s remarks on Preaching and Praying in Public.  He writes: 
 

“It is most probable that no gift, no pains, a man takes to fit himself for preaching, shall ever doe 
good to the people or himself, except a man labour to have and to keep his heart in a spiritual 
condition before God, depending on him allways for furniture and the blessing.  Earnest faith and 
prayer, a single aime at the glory of God, and good of people, a sanctified heart, and carriage, shall 
avail much for right preaching.  There is sometime somewhat in preaching that cannot be ascribed 
either to the matter of expression, and cannot be described what it is, or from whence it cometh, but 
with a sweet violence, it pierceth into the heart and affections, and comes immediately from the 
Lord.  But if there be any way to attaine to any such thing, it is by a heavenly disposition of the 
speaker. 
 
A man would (should) especially read the writings, and labour to follow the gifts, of those whom 
God hath, in the most eminent manner, blessed with the converting and confirming of their hearers, 
rather than those who seem to have rare gifts for learning and delectation, without such successe. 
 
It is very needful, that a man prudently discerne what is the nature and extent of the gift that God 
hath given him, that in offering to imitate others, he doe not stretch beyond his owne line, but onely 
correct the defects of his owne gift, and what is good therein, labour to improve and exault that. 
 
It is very fitting that man have plenty and choice of words, that as need requires, he may vary his 
expression: and sometime the inforceing of the same thing with diverse words to the same purpose 
hath its owne use, especially to a dull auditory: and so we fine, that often in the Prophets and Psalms, 
and poetick Scriptures, the same thing will be twice expressed onely in different words and epithets, 
and sentences, to the same purpose, is very unsavoury to ane understanding hearer, that seeks matter 
and not words, and would feign to proceed from scarcetie of matter, and a desire to fill the hour any 
way. 
 
The light of nature, which is a sparke of the will of God, hath taught many useful rules even to 
Pagans, anent the right way of making solemne speeches before others, the most of which are to be 
applied to preaching with due discretion; so that what is thought unseemly in the one is to be avoided 
in the other.  But the best rules are taken from the preachings of Christ, of the Apostles and 
Prophets.” 

 
There is much that the Assembly’s Training of the Ministry & Admission’s Committee can do to fulfil the 
desire and instruction of the Church to maintain a pure pulpit, and there is much that the Church’s 
appointed lecturers can do to ensure that its Candidates for the Ministry are taught well in the various 
disciplines that have been set out.  There is also much that the local Presbytery can do, and a great deal that 
a Candidates own Pastor and Kirk Session must do; but they, even altogether, cannot do what a man must 
do for himself.  He must pray over the gift of God’s call to the ministry and God’s enabling to fulfil that 
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great, wonderful and solemn work.  Each must take his rules from the “preaching of Christ, of the Apostles 
and Prophets” but “It is most probable that no gift, no pains, a man takes to fit himself for preaching, shall 
ever doe good to the people or himself, except a man labour to have and keep his heart in a spiritual 
condition before God depending on him allwayes for furniture and blessing.” 
Last year’s report stressed that maintaining a pure pulpit will maintain a godly nation.  This year we stress 
again something we all know but find so difficult to maintain; the absolute need to maintain a pure heart 
before God in order to maintain godly preaching that under God’s rich blessing will maintain a godly 
people, added to and growing in the grace that glorifies our Lord. 
 
As a young minister wondering why a Presbytery-appointed committee had taken a certain line, I dared to 
ask “Why?”  The very senior minister who was chairing this Committee was most upset with me in not 
being willing to patiently wait for the outcome.  This tendency to question our Committees continues, 
especially when individuals who are not members of the Committee are not privy to knowledge which the 
Committee itself may have.  This can lead to premature judgement of a Committee’s decisions with 
unguarded words being recorded.  It ought not to be. 
 
The Committee report the following:- 
 

2.  Applications  
The Committee received from Dr. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz an Application for Admission into the Ministry of the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  This Application will be the subject of a separate Supplementary 
Report. 
 
The Committee also received an Application for Admission from Rev. Iain Smith, Tasmania for re-
admission into the Ministry of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  It was noted that Mr. Smith 
hopes to return to the United Kingdom in early October at which time the Committee will meet with him.  It 
was agreed that the Committee would respectfully request the General Assembly to grant the power in the 
Act appointing the Commission of Assembly to dispose of this application if required. 
 

3.  Student Loans 
In line with the decision of the last General Assembly, the Committee re-investigated the possibility of 
some level of grant funding for divinity students.  The Committee report as follows:- 
 

Our students already receive grant funding. 
Grants and loans are awarded in line with the Scottish Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS). 
Grants and loans cover a 30 week period (SAAS). 
Our students are entitled to claim their expenses for travel to Seminary. 
The Committee has an emergency provision, accepted by the Finance & Sustentation Committee, to pay 
any bills should a student get into financial difficulty. 
Students are expected to work to supplement their income. 
The monthly amount of repayment is relatively small. 

  
Students usually receive the following: 
 

Student Loan (repayable) - at present £6,250/year. All students qualify for this (SAAS). 
Dependents Grant (non-repayable) — can be up to £2,640. For students with dependents i.e. a wife 
and/or children. The actual amount awarded is calculated on a reducing scale depending on income 
(SAAS). 

Student Bursary (non-repayable) —a discretionary grant of up to £1500 made solely at the 
discretion of the TOM Committee (SAAS).  
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The Finance & Sustentation Committee have indicated that were student loans to be written off then the 
total effect on the balance sheet of the church would be £33,891.  It should be noted that this money has 
already been paid out so that the effect would be on the balance sheet only and will not affect cash funds 
currently held. 
 
The Committee, having examined the level of funding for our students and the way by which that funding is 
given, agreed to recommend to the General Assembly that the present system of grants and loans should be 
retained. 
 

4.  Student Expenses 
The Committee considered a means by which congregations could be encouraged to invite final-year 
students to give weekend supply when such supply is necessary so that students would get better known 
throughout the denomination.   
 
It was agreed that the Committee recommend to the General Assembly that: 
  

Vacant congregations on Special Arrangements within Scotland are entitled to apply to be reimbursed 
for the reasonable travel expenses of final-year students providing necessary Sabbath supply twice per 
year. 
All other congregations within Scotland are entitled to apply to be reimbursed for the reasonable travel 
expenses of final-year students providing necessary Sabbath supply once per year. 
Applications for reimbursement for such travel expenses should be made by the Congregation to the 
Clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee who will arrange for payment to made 
from the Committee’s budget.  

 
It is estimated that the above scheme could add up to £2000 on to the Committee budget. 
 

5.  American Students 
The Committee had profitable dialogue with the Presbytery of the United States of America regarding the 
training of students from America.  During the exchanges between the Committee and the Presbytery, the 
Committee reaffirmed the following:-  
 

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) trains and sets the standards for its own students; 
 
The Seminary course can be completed by students from America without the necessity of attending 
monthly lectures at the Seminary; 
 
The Committee’s Exit Exams, marked by the Committee’s External Examiners, together with all other 
assessment components of the course, standardise the training of our students.  However, it should be 
particularly noted that the Training of the Ministry Committee may permit a student to sit these Exit 
Exams over a shorter period of time if they consider his previous training enables him so to do. 
Similarly, the Committee may permit a student to complete the course over a longer period of time if 
required; 
 
Three discourses are required to be submitted and sustained as an integral part of the standards set by 
the Church. 

 
During the fruitful discussions, agreement between the two bodies was reached. 
 

WILLIAM B. SCOTT, Convener 
JAMES CLARK, Vice-convener 
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…the things which thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Chris (2 Timothy 2:2-3).  
 

1.  Privilege 
It is a great privilege to teach men the doctrines of the Word of God and seek to prepare them to be 
‘soldiers’ of Jesus Christ.  It is the prayer and hope of the Seminary staff that men might be prepared to hold 
forth the gospel of God’s grace in power and rightly divide the Word.  This much is to be expected of men 
set apart for that work.  

 
2.  Purpose 
The purpose of the Seminary is to prepare our own men for the ministry.  In addition there is a range of 
‘distance learning’ students from various parts of the world who take parts of the course.  In a period in 
which men have not come forward for our ministry, the opportunity to teach others beyond our borders 
sustains the work of the lecturers and provides a degree of influence for which we are thankful to the Lord. 
 

3.  Students 
In the past Session (2014-15) we have had just two FC(C) students, one completing his studies this year 
(Mr Murdo MacIver) and one completing his discourses (Mr James Haram).  It is expected that these men 
will graduate this year (Lord willing).  Besides these men there is an FC(C) student in the USA (Noah 
Manring from Columbia, Missouri) and 7 “private” students from Scotland (1), USA (2), Malaysia (1) and 
Australia (3).  For the greater part the ‘private’ students are taking individual courses, though some are 
progressively working through the Syllabus. 
 

4.  Courses 
The Seminary Committee is considering the use of courses and resources for office-bearers.  It is felt that as 
there are so few of our own students at the moment opportunity might be taken to develop modified courses 
that might be helpful for elders.  In this, the involvement and co-operation of Presbyteries would be sought. 
 

5.  Journal 
One venture followed through this year was the publication, through Lulu, of a Seminary Journal with 
papers from each of the lecturers.  This is forthcoming both as a printed book and an e-book through Lulu 
(www.lulu.com). 
 

6.  Principal-Emeritus 
The resignation of William Macleod as Principal was keenly felt.  Mr Macleod’s administrative work and 
his rapport with the students were greatly appreciated. 
 

7.  Dates 
As to future dates, Lord willing, the closing of the Seminary will take place on 19th June in the Westhill 
Church at 7.30pm.  Rev. Henry J T Woods will give the closing lecture on this occasion. The 2015-16 
Session is expected to begin with an opening meeting and lecture on 15th September.  
 

8.  Need 
The Seminary is well settled in the Westhill Church which is very convenient for classes and contains a 
designated library.  We look to the Lord for usefulness, and that it might please Him to raise up men for the 
ministry.  To this end a plea is made to the Church at large to make this a matter of earnest intercessions. 
“…the harvest is truly plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38). 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  
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JOHN W KEDDIE, Principal 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 
 

1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Training of the Ministry Committee & Admissions 
Committee and thank the Committee; especially the Convener and also the Clerk for his diligent 
efforts throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the lecturers in the Seminary for their diligent work over the past year; 

3. The General Assembly empower the Commission of Assembly to dispose of the Application for 
Admission from Rev. Iain Smith as required; 

4. The General Assembly retain the present system of grants and loans; 

5. The General Assembly appoint a Student Expenses Scheme whereby: 

5.1 Vacant congregations on Special Arrangements within Scotland are entitled to apply to be 
reimbursed for the reasonable travel expenses of final-year students providing necessary 
Sabbath supply on two occasions within the student’s final year; 

5.2  All other congregations within Scotland are entitled to apply to be reimbursed for the 
reasonable travel expenses of final-year students providing necessary Sabbath supply once 
within the student’s final year; 

5.3 Applications for reimbursement for such travel expenses will be made by congregations to the 
clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee who will arrange for payment 
to be made from the Committee’s budget; 

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the agreement between the Committee and the 
Presbytery of the United States of America regarding the training of students from America. 

 

 




