
X.
REPORT

OF THE

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE

 

The main focus of the Committee this year has been on assessing the Seminary in regard to its progress and 
achievements thus far and also considering the way ahead for the future.  The Quinquennial Visitation report 

deals with these matters at length and is therefore the main part of this year’s Report to the General Assembly.  
 

1. Students
Commencing Studies

Mr Ian Budgen has commenced his studies in the Seminary.
Mr Murdo Maciver commenced his studies at the Seminary.

 
Continuing Studies 

Mr Calum Smith is nearing the end of his second year of a four-year course.
 

Concluding Studies
Mr Alasdair Macleod is nearing the end of his three year course of studies.

Mr Jonathan Mattull, America, is nearing the end of his course of studies.
Mr Davide Ratti,  formerly a private student,  applied for recognition as a student of the denomination, was  

accepted and is currently nearing the end of his studies.
 

2. Students from America
The measures adopted at the General Assembly are now in operation so that all students for the ministry from 

America will now be required to complete the course in the seminary by distance learning.
 

3. Revision of Application Forms
During the past year the Committee continued its revision of the application forms for applying for recognition 

as a Candidate for the Ministry and also the Application for Admission.  The clerk to the Committee, Rev. James 
I. Gracie, is largely responsible for this work. 

 
4. Resident Lay Preachers Training Program 

The Training Program for Resident Lay Preachers continues with Mr Donald Robertson progressing well in his  
studies.

 
5. Quinquennial Visitation of the Seminary

The Committee informed the 2011 General Assembly that they intended to conduct a Quinquennial Visitation of 
the Seminary in the latter half of 2011.  An interim Report of this Visitation is given below.  

 
At Inverness, and within the Free Greyfriars (Continuing) Church 

building,  Copperfield,  Westhill,  Inverness  on  Tuesday,  8th 
November  2011  the  Training  of  the  Ministry  &  Admissions 

Committee  met  and  was  constituted  as  per  the  minute  of 
Committee dated 4th October 2011 [Item 30].

 
Rev. Timothy McGlynn (Convener), Rev. Bill Scott and Rev. David Blunt with Messrs John Maciver and 

Lindsay MacCallum.  Rev. James Gracie acted as clerk.



Apologies for absence were received from the Rev. Allan Maciver, Mr Alick Campbell and Mr Murdo 

MacDonald.
 

The Committee noted the minute authorising the Quinquennial meeting and agreed the timetable as set 
out within that minute.  It was also agreed that the Principal of the Seminary should be present during the 

first part of the interview with the lecturers when the proposed link with Cranmer College in Ireland 
would be discussed.

 
The aims of the meeting were discussed.  It was agreed that such a visitation should have the aim of  

encouraging the work, as well as gathering information about the courses that are being taught.   
 

Meeting with Principal
Introduction - The Convener sought to encourage Mr. Macleod, expressing on behalf of the Committee 

its gratitude for all the hard work that has gone into the running of the Seminary.  He emphasised that the  
primary purpose of the Quinquennial Visitation is to assist the Training Committee in getting to know 

more about the working of  the Seminary,  to foster  greater  co-operation between the Training of  the  
Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Seminary, and to see if there is any way that the working of 

the Seminary can be improved.
 

Rôle - When asked about his own rôle as Principal, Mr. Macleod said he saw himself as a Co-ordinator.  
He receives private application forms and acts as the general administrator of the Seminary (something 

akin to the old-fashioned Dean).   He chairs the meetings of the lecturers, and helps to sort  out  any 
problems that may arise.

 
Relationships -  Mr.  Macleod  said  that  he  works  well  with  all  the  lecturers  and  the  meetings  are 

harmonious.  The lecturers all respect each other.
 

Meetings - There are three Seminary Committee meetings in the calendar year: September, February and 
June.   Mr.  Macleod chairs  and  minutes  these  meetings.  There  is  an  annual  meal  organised  for  the  

lecturers and students.
 

Private Students - Prior to acceptance, a private student is asked to submit a 500-word essay as to how 
he became a Christian, and a 500-word essay on his call to the ministry.  The capability of the student is  

assessed by this means.  While a number of students may apply, enthusiasm often wanes after a time. 
References are requested but are not followed up.  If there is difficulty paying the fees, the student is not 

pressed for the full sum.  Sometimes, half fees are accepted depending on the student’s circumstances.  
There is no quantifiable cost of doing the course by long distance learning.  Currently comment is not 

sought from a private student’s Kirk Session.
 

Outside Bodies - While Mr. Macleod has little official contact with outside bodies, those which he does 
have, can bear fruit in that opportunities have been afforded our own ministers to go to places.  For 

example, it was noted that the clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee was going  
to Kenya later in the year.  Links have also been made to places like Sri Lanka.

 
Scope For Improvement - When asked what scope there was for improvement within the Seminary, Mr. 

Macleod  indicated  that  he  believed  the  Seminary  was  going  well.   The  lecturers  were  personally 
committed to the work and to the students.  He felt the course was very practical and that this was one of 

its great strengths.  He felt there could be merit in each new student doing one year’s probation prior to  
taking up a charge but the cost of this would be prohibitive in the present climate.  It was explained that  

the student’s minister plays a rôle in the training of each student in that every encouragement is given for 



the student to do visitation and to carry out some pastoral work with his own minister, who is asked to 

write a report each year on how the student is progressing.

Relationship with the T.O.M. - relations with the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee are 
good, although a quicker response to the students from the Committee would be appreciated.  

 
Budgets & Finance - The Principal accepted that the budgets submitted were not as accurate as they 

might be.  However, he felt that the actual costs were very economical, with travelling cost constituting 
the biggest part of the budget.  There is only the occasional purchase of books as the library is now 

sufficient meantime.  Discussion took place on the need for an accurate budget, and for the on-going cost  
of accommodation in Westhill.  It was noted, however, that any new agreement on the cost of the use of 

the building at Westhill would now have to await a settlement in the Inverness congregation.
 

Website - it was noted that the Seminary website was now being run by Rev. Harry Woods and Rev. 
Gavin Beers; particularly Mr Woods.

 
Note -  the  Committee  advised  the  Principal  that  best  practice  would  dictate  that  the  Clerk  and  the 

Convener of the Seminary meetings should be two different people and that it would therefore be wise 
for the lecturers to appoint a clerk from among their number.

 
The Convener thanked Mr Macleod for giving of his time to meet with the Committee and for answering  

the questions put to him.  It was agreed that the Principal should remain in the meeting to discuss the  
issue of Cranmer College, after which he should be excused to allow the Committee to meet with the  

lecturers.
 

Proposed Association with Cranmer College
The Principal and the lecturers were asked for their views on the proposed association with Cranmer 

College.  The following information was given:- 
 

Lecturers Present:  Rev. John Morrison (Systematics), Rev. Maurice Roberts (New Testament), Rev. 
Harry Woods (Apologetics), Rev. John Keddie (Church History), and Rev. Gavin Beers (Old Testament).

 
The Principal stated:-

Cranmer College is not a liberal institution.  While it may be dispensational, it would not interfere with  
the curriculum or the working of the Seminary in any way; Mr Macleod could see no drawbacks to the  

type  of  association  proposed;  it  would  give  credibility  to  the  Seminary  with  no  financial  cost;  Mr  
Rodgers,  the Principal  of Cranmer College, is  supportive of the association.   However,  he has  been  

unwell recently and should he have to retire quickly, his replacement may not be so supportive.  It was 
his opinion that the proposed association should be approved.

 
Rev. John Morrison stated:-

He was supportive of the proposals.  It would open the door to students looking for degrees; it would 
open the door to a wider field to which the Seminary could teach the Reformed Faith; he saw it as a door  

the Lord was opening.
 

Rev. Harry Woods stated:-
He was initially against such a proposal but has now been convinced that it is the correct way to go.  For 

him, it was not a question of academic respectability.
 



Rev. Maurice Roberts stated:-

The awarding of a degree will give the Seminary more credibility; Cranmer can award a PhD. but it is  
unlikely that the Seminary would wish to go down this route.  The seminary would simply be awarding a 

degree.
 

Rev. Gavin Beers and Rev. John Keddie stated:-
Both were in favour and echoed the sentiments already expressed; it was pointed out that the present Dip 

(Theol) would become an M.Div.
 

Discussion took place around the working of such an arrangement.  It was noted that it would be the  
seminary that would award the degree.  The right to do so would be given by the American Bible College 

in Florida.  Rev David Blunt expressed concern that 
(a) the awarding body itself appeared not to examine our credentials which was worrying, and 

(b) there was surely a danger of compromise e.g. the wording of point no. 3 of the agreement demands 
inter alia that we “work in harmony with others...”  Mr Blunt questioned what that meant.  Mr Macleod  

indicated that the wording of the agreement may still be altered if need be.  It was also pointed out that  
two of our men would be on their faculty.

 
Having exhausted the discussion on this subject, the Principal was thanked and he left the meeting. The 

Committee  agreed  to  discuss  this  matter  further  before  bringing  recommendations  to  the  General  
Assembly or a subsequent meeting of the Commission of Assembly.

 
Meeting With Lecturers

Lecturers Present:  Rev. John Morrison (Systematics), Rev. Maurice Roberts (New Testament), Rev. 
Harry Woods (Apologetics), Rev. John Keddie (Church History), and Rev. Gavin Beers (Old Testament).

 
Introduction - The Convener thanked the lecturers for their attendance at the meeting, and congratulated 

them on the good work that was being achieved by the Seminary.  He assured them that the Seminary 
was highly regarded.

 
The following topics were discussed with the lecturers alone.

 
Support - The lecturers pointed out that the seminary has never had a typist.  It was felt that some form 

of (voluntary) clerical assistance could be helpful to some of the lecturers.
 

Committees - It was the general view of the Seminary that lecturers should be excused duty on Church 
Committees. It was felt that the Church had to prioritise, and the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations  

Committee should take account of the work undertaken by the lecturers.
 

Library - There is no librarian at present and there is a great need for one to be appointed.  There is also  
a need for greater consideration to be given for an electronic library.  There is the need for the financial 

resources to purchase a computer and library software and to purchase 2 - 3 Kindles so that greater use 
may be made of modern electronic technology.  Books could then be placed online for our students to 

use.
 

Computer - It was pointed out that while some of the lecturers had been allocated a computer, Mr Beers  
had not been allocated one.  The clerk informed the meeting that money was available within the budget 

and Mr Beers  was informed that  he should make the necessary arrangements  to  get  a  laptop.   The  
Seminary was encouraged to make an inventory of equipment needing replaced at the end of every year 

and to include these specific items in the budget.  It was pointed out that the Training of the Ministry &  



Admissions Committee had access to an emergency allocation should any piece of equipment fail.

Contact  With  Students -  The  lecturers  did  have  contact  with  the  students  at  the  normal  monthly 

meetings in Westhill.  The Committee encouraged the greater use of Skype to make regular contact with 
the students between meetings.  Invitations were given for students to make contact with the lecturers, 

and  this  had  been  taken  up  by  at  least  one  foreign  student  the  previous  month.   The  Committee 
encouraged this.

 
Psalmody -  The lecturers were not aware that there had been a request for  greater Psalmody in the 

course.  It was suggested that Psalmody could figure in the course three times a year as opposed to the  
present one time.

 
Protest Document - It was ascertained that Rev. John Keddie does a series of lectures on The Practice of  

the Free Church of Scotland in Her Several Courts (The Blue Book).  There was debate as to the exact 
responsibility for teaching the ‘Protest’ document recently produced by the Legal Advice & Property 

Committee upon instruction by the General Assembly.  It was envisaged that the subject would be taught  
in the 2nd year, 3rd term.  It was agreed that the student due to be licensed this year would be examined  

by his Presbytery on the subject and by the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.
 

Meeting With Students
Students Present - Alasdair Macleod (3rd Year); Calum Smith (2nd Year); Ian Budgen (1st Year); Murdo  

Maciver (1st Year); Joachim Parker and James Haram (private students)
 

Introduction - The Convener welcomed the students before the Committee.
 

Finance - The issue of student loans was discussed.  The students were encouraged to contact the clerk 
of the Committee should they encounter financial difficulties during the course of their studies.

 
Local Training - The students were encouraged to undertake training within their local congregation and 

under the supervision of their own minister.  They were reminded not to bypass their own minister when 
it came to looking for advice. They should engage in pastoral visitation with their own minister, and  

should seek to sit on church courts as often as possible.  The student should take the initiative in this and 
should not simply wait for his minister to make the first move.

 
Resources - The students felt that an online library would be of value to some.  However, some students 

do not appreciate reading from a screen and prefer books.
 

Course  Work -  The  students  made  observations  on  the  workload  expected  from them.   They  did 
comment that there appeared to be little liaison between departments with the result that at certain times  

they were swamped with work.  The students felt there was a need for better scheduling of the course to 
permit students to plan ahead.  It would help if a Prospectus was issued for each subject at the beginning 

of the Session clearly indicating what courses are to be taken by each student and when discourses and 
exams may be expected.

 
Qualification Awarded - the students were asked their opinion on the Diploma awarded by the Seminary 

and the possibility of gaining Degree status.  The students agreed that while a degree may be ‘nice’ it was 
not necessary.  There was the possibility of ‘contaminating’ what the Seminary already offers, and one of  

the private students saw it as a hallmark of integrity that the Seminary did not award degrees.
 

Suggestions - The students felt that the Seminary could have greater involvement in the wider church by 



offering courses for elders on a Presbytery level.  It may be that an ‘Elder’s Study Day’ could be useful in  

helping elders to understand more fully the doctrinal heritage we have.
 

It was suggested that a ‘Students Feedback Form’ would be useful to encourage students to forward  
helpful suggestions about the course.

 
The students were thanked for their time and they left the meeting.

 
The clerk was instructed to write up the minute for the meeting and it was agreed that the Committee 

would consider matters further at its next meeting.
 

The meeting was closed with prayer.
 

6. New Testament Lecturer
Rev. Maurice Roberts retires from the post of Greek and New Testament Lecturer at the end of this term.  His  

ability as a teacher and preacher is well known throughout the Church and the students who had the opportunity 
and privilege to study under him will doubtless be grateful for his influence upon their ministry.  The Committee 

thank Mr Roberts for his excellent work in the Seminary.
 

The  matter  of  a  replacement  lecturer  in  Greek  and  New Testament  will  be  taken  up  in  the  Committee’s  
Supplementary Report.

 
7. Continued Right of Protest Document

The production of a document to aid teaching the Church’s position regarding the Right of Continued Protest 
has been completed.  Steps have been taken to ensure students nearing the end of their course will be examined  

on the subject prior to the completion of their studies.  Students at an earlier place in their studies will encounter  
the subject in the regular course of their Seminary work.

 
8. Annual Budget

A budget of £10,150.00 for the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee for 2013 was approved.  
Seminary Budget - A budget of £12,250.00 for the Seminary for 2013 was approved.

 
TIMOTHY MCGLYNN, Convener

ALLAN MACIVER, Vice-convener
 

SEMINARY REPORT
 

‘I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his  
appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with  

all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their  
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from  

the truth, and shall be turned unto fables’ (2Timothy 4:1-4).
 

The work of a Seminary is very important.  Paul, who knows he is soon to depart this life, gives a solemn charge  
to Timothy.  The apostle’s race is run and his war has been fought and he has by God’s grace succeeded in 

keeping the faith.  Others must carry on the work which he leaves behind.  He will soon win his martyr’s crown 
and also the crown of righteousness which the righteous Judge will give him.  But what will become of the 

Church?  Paul reminds the much younger man Timothy, his son in the faith, of the coming Judgment Day.  False  
teachers will come into the Church.  God’s professing people will backslide to such an extent that they will 

desire and indeed appoint over them preachers who will preach comfort and peace when there is no peace to the  



wicked.   Christians  will  be  at  ease  in  Zion.   Instead  of  sound  doctrine  there  will  be  heaps  of  ministers 

proclaiming fables.  Sadly this has happened.  Liberal teachers abound.  The modern gospel makes no great  
demands.  The call of Christ and Paul for self-denial, for a rejection of worldliness, for a sacrificial and fearless  

proclamation of the truth – the law as well as the gospel – is ignored.  Whatever others do, however unpopular 
our message might be, we must remember the Judgment Day and ‘be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine’. 
 

Timothy had to prepare faithful men for the ministry and so must we.  We thank God that He has given us men  
to prepare for the ministry.  But also we thank God that He has given us faithful men as teachers of such.  Our 

lecturers  are godly men who fear  the frown of  God more  than the criticism of  men.   They seek to  lay  a 
foundation on which the young men can build in the future when they themselves have passed on to their 

reward.  Instead of wasting hours of time studying different ungodly philosophies and the various theories of 
liberalism the students in our Seminary spend their time studying the Scriptures and sound biblical theology  

which will be the substance of their preaching.  Our lecturers are able to communicate to them the best of our 
own distinctive Scottish experimental Reformed theology and also that ethos which will prepare the student for 

ministering effectively in our own Congregations.
 

Sadly, we have to report the retiral of one of those lecturers who was there from the beginning.  Rev Maurice  
Roberts feels that the time has come for him to give up the work in the Seminary.  We are grateful to him for his  

immense contribution.  A born teacher, who has a deep love for Greek, he will be hard to replace.  Many of the  
private students who came to our Seminary came because they had heard of him, heard him lecture or preach in 

different parts of the world, or read his articles in the  Banner of Truth Magazine or the books which he has 
written.  We wish him well in his retiral and continued usefulness in the vineyard.

 
Last  year  saw four students  graduate from our Seminary,  only one of  whom started off  as  a  Free Church  

(Continuing) student.  He is now settled in the Lochalsh & Strath Congregation.  As evidence of the sound,  
excellent and inspiring teaching given in the Seminary the other three have also applied to be accepted into our  

ministry.  One is now our missionary in Sri Lanka and the other two are completing the requirements of the 
course.

 
Three new students entered the Seminary last year.  One is already a Free Church (Continuing) minister but has 

to complete two years of study.  A second is a mature student for our own ministry who will have to do a four-
year course.  The third is a graduate of Highland Theological College who has also expressed an interest in 

becoming a Free Church Continuing student but first must be a member of the Church for two years.  At present  
we know of no new students entering the Seminary in September.

 
Over the past year intense training in evangelism and pastoral visiting was given during a week which the 

students and Rev. Harry Woods spent in the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron.  We are thankful for the use of  
the Inverness church building for our classes.  During the year a quinquennial visitation was carried out by the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  The Seminary awaits their final report. 
 

We commend the Seminary to the prayers of the Church.
WILLIAM MACLEOD, Principal

 
PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

 
1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and thank 

the Committee, especially the Clerk for his diligent efforts throughout the year;

2. The General Assembly note with the Committee the passing of Mr Alick Campbell to his eternal reward; they 



acknowledge his faithful labours in the Courts and Committees of the Church and extend their sincere 

condolences to his family;

3. The General Assembly express their appreciation of the dedicated labours of the Principal and Lecturers of  

the Seminary throughout the academic year;

4. The General Assembly give particular thanks to Rev. Maurice Roberts for his contribution to the work of the 

Seminary and training of students for Gospel ministry in his years of lecturing;

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and students in the Seminary 

in the recent Quinquennial Visitation; 

6. The  General  Assembly  receive  the  Committee’s  interim  Report  of  the  Quinquennial  Visitation  of  the 

Seminary undertaken by them and instruct the Committee to bring their final Report and recommendations 
to the General Assembly or a meeting of the Commission of Assembly;

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the prayers of the Church.


	Concluding Studies

