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X. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction  

Part of the answer to Question 155 from the Larger Catechism states “The Spirit of God maketh the reading, 

but especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling 

sinners; of driving them out of themselves, and drawing them unto Christ.”  The compilers of the 

Catechism, unlike sadly many in the professing church today, grasped the importance of preaching.  The 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, along with our brethren in the denomination, agree with 

the Westminster Divines, and therefore wish to see those training for the holy ministry as best prepared for 

the task of preaching the Word of God as possible. 

2.  Assembly Legislation 

Following the passing last year of Act XX 2017 Act anent Examination of Students, instituting the Exit 

Examination Committee, the Committee duly sought to appoint an Exit Examination Committee consisting 

of the Seminary Lecturers and Exit Examiners.  It did prove difficult to arrange a meeting with all involved 

using Skype, but one meeting did take place in which most of the participants were able to contribute.  

From the meeting the Exit Examination Committee agreed that a document should be drafted and agreed 

among them outlining their understanding of the conditions required of them by the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee.  This document is currently with the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee for their consideration. 

3.  Student Update 

Thomas Buchanan, Ballyclare & Doagh, and Tom Budgen, Stornoway, are expected to finish their three-

year courses in 2019, and in due process will be eligible to be called.  They are proving to be students of the 

highest calibre and we are convinced they will be an asset to our denomination’s ministry.  Prayer is sought 

for them and their families as changes will inevitably come as they seek to follow God’s calling upon their 

lives. 

The Committee interviewed Mr Tyler Ray from Calhoun, Georgia, in March, whose application for 

recognition as a candidate for the ministry was supported by the Presbytery of the USA.  While in Scotland, 

Mr Ray was able to preach in Skye and Duthil-Dores which gave some members of the Committee an 

opportunity to hear him preach and spend some time in fellowship.  The Committee were pleased to accept 

him as a candidate and he will begin his four-year course in September 2018. 

By the time of the Assembly it will be known if the recognised student from the Southern Presbytery will 

begin to undertake his studies in September or not. 

Dr. Noah Manring has informed the Committee that he wishes to terminate his studies.  The Committee has 

contacted the Presbytery of the USA in order that they can clarify Dr. Manring’s position. 

4.  Free Church Seminary 

Seminary Lecturers 

Following the Assembly last year Rev. William Macleod, was appointed as lecturer in Systematic 

Theology, and Rev. James I. Gracie, was appointed lecturer in Hebrew & Old Testament.  The Committee 

welcome their appointments and note that both of them are enjoying their new responsibilities.  It is 

expected that the brethren will know blessed times as they seek to fulfil their rôles in  preparing men for the 

holy ministry.  We thank them for their willingness to serve.  Following Mr Gracie’s appointment he 
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 resigned as Clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  We would express our thanks 

to him for his sterling service to the Committee and Church during his clerkship. 

5.  Quinquennial Visitation 

During the year under review the Committee resolved to carry out a Quinquennial Visitation of the 

Seminary.  This took place at Westhill, Inverness on the 6th of February 2018.  The Committee met with 

the Principal, each lecturer in turn and finally with the students.  A further meeting will be held later this 

year with the External Examiners and a final Report will be presented in due course.  An Interim Report 

detailing the meetings and discussion to date will be distributed separately as an Appendix. 

6.  Conclusion 

1.  The Committee have yet to arrange a date for meeting with the External Examiners.  They will report on 

this and any other developments arising from the Quinquennial Visitation to the General Assembly of 2019 

or, should that be appropriate, to a Commission of Assembly. 

2.  The Committee would record their thanks to the Seminary for their assistance with this exercise and for 

the provision of catering. 

7.  Honorarium. 

The Committee believe that those engaged as lecturers or in the rôle of Principal and who are not in receipt 

of stipend should receive re-numeration.  An Honorarium of £1,000 per annum to any lecturer not in receipt 

of a stipend and an Honorarium of £500 per annum to a Principal not in receipt of a stipend were deemed 

appropriate. 

ANDREW R. ALLAN, Convener 

RAYMOND A. KEMP, Vice-convener 

SEMINARY REPORT 

Our two students continue to pursue their studies well and are coming to the end of their second year.  

There was one graduation last Session.  David Chin (Singapore) completed work in all courses and received 

his Diploma in September.  Mr Chin, a private student who for the greater part undertook his studies at 

distance whilst working as a Medical Doctor, had been one of the first intake of students at the outset of the 

Seminary work in 2003!  

The new lecturers appointed at the last Assembly have settled well into their work.  Though there are one or 

two private distance-learning students, for the present the Seminary lecturers are not taking on any others.  

The Principal and lecturer in Church History & Church Principles has intimated his retirement from these 

positions at the end of the 2018-19 Session (DV). 

In collaboration with the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Assembly Clerks’ 

Department work continues on the Seminary Constitution to update the pre-2000 Free Church College 

Constitution.  This will clarify matters in relation to private/distance learning students.  This should be 

finalised shortly. 

Once again, this year (2018) a Seminary Journal has been published, the fourth such Journal, with 

contributions from each of the lecturers.  Copies of all these Journals should be available at the General 

Assembly. 

The Seminary had a Quinquennial Visitation from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, 

the detail of which will be contained in the Report of that Committee to the General Assembly. 
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Our prayer to the Lord is that He would bless the work of the Seminary and its lecturers and that He would 

give the Seminary a wide influence in providing a sound Reformed teaching in these days.  We seek the 

prayers of the Lord’s people for the upholding and prospering of this work.  

Thanks are expressed to the congregation and Deacons’ Court of Greyfriars Free Church (Continuing) for 

the use of the building at Westhill as a location for the Seminary work. 

John W. Keddie, Principal 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and also the Clerk for his diligent efforts 

throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent service over several 

years; 

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William Macleod and Rev. 

James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers of the Church;   

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their work over the past 

year; 

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and students in the 

Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation; 

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial Visitation of the 

Seminary  undertaken  by  them  and  instruct  the  Committee  to  bring  their  final  Report  and 

recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a meeting of the Commission of Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the prayers of the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


