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IV. 
REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 
“During the great awakening in Scotland prayer meetings often began with children, and then spread to 
adults. For example a school teacher in the Parish of Baldernock allowed four pupils to meet on their own 
for prayer and Psalm singing.  In the course of two weeks ten or twelve more children were awakened and 
under deep convictions.  Some of these were not more than 8 or 9 years of age, and others 12 or 13.  And so 
much engrossed were they with the one thing needful as to meet thrice a day – in the morning, at midday 
and at night.  Adults then began holding prayer meetings two or more times a week.  There were many 
conversions at both the adult’s and the children’s meetings 

The fervour soon spread to other parishes.  In the Parish of Kirkintilloch: in the month of April 1742 about 
16 children in the town were observed to meet together in a barn for prayer.  Mr Burnside (minister) heard 
of it, had frequent meetings with them and they continued to improve.  And this being reported many more 
were impressed.  Soon after about 120 children were under a more than ordinary concern and praying 
societies as usual were formed.”  “Prayer Meeting and Revival in the Church by Joel R. Beeke 

Though we are bound to say that the powers of darkness seem to be gaining ground in our society it is right 
that we should remind ourselves that our God is a God who changeth not.   

It is in such an environment that the Committee have sought to fulfil their remit in the year under review.  
Much of our work has been what we might call general routine but it is no less important for that. 

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus 
The updating of the Sabbath School Workbooks has been completed; the Committee has received positive 
feedback as regards the material.  The infant (Grade One) material is on a three-year-cycle with the other 2 
grades on a 4-year-cycle. 

The revision of the Sabbath School workbooks has been undertaken single-handedly by the Clerk who is 
due the thanks of the Assembly.   

3.  Sabbath School Exams 
The annual examination was held on Saturday 4th March and attracted thirty one entrants, the same number 
as the previous year.  Twenty of these were from Grade 2 (Junior) and eleven from the Bible Class Grade.  
A full list appears as an Appendix to this report.  The Committee are grateful to those who give of their time 
to prepare, print and distribute the examination papers and those that mark them. 

4.  Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 
The Committee are pleased to see four children taking part this year (see Appendix).  The Committee are 
grateful to Dr Murchison for continuing to provide the funds that enable the Committee to offer this award. 
Participants receive a book token to the value of £10.  The Committee would encourage parents and 
Sabbath Schools to seek ways in which they could promote this worthwhile scheme in the coming year. 

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme 
The Committee are pleased to see two youngsters who achieved an award at the differing levels (see 
Appendix).  As with the Maurine Murchison award the Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath 
Schools to seek ways in which they can promote this worthwhile scheme.  Those attaining the Gold Award 
receive a leather-bound Bible. 
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6.  All-Age Holiday 
The All-Age Holiday, which is held annually, continues to attract people from within and outwith our 
denomination.  From the earliest days the primary aim of the All-Age holiday has been to promote Christian 
fellowship in a relaxed environment.  Last year Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan accepted the responsibility for 
the organising and the running of the holiday and were delighted to be asked to organise the All-Age 
Holiday again. They have sought to run the holiday along the lines of the previous organisers.  They were 
encouraged with the support received from the regular attenders and were heartened to see one or two new 
faces at the 2016 holiday.  They found organising and running the holiday both demanding and rewarding.  
They were extremely grateful for the help they received.  This year’s holiday is to be over an extended 
weekend from Friday 14th to Tuesday 18th July (inclusive), with Rev. Trevor Kirkland, Northern Ireland, 
as speaker.  The Committee would commend the holiday as it is truly suitable for all ages, including 
couples, families and singles, with something to suit and fellowship for all who attend. Day visitors are also 
welcome. 

7.  Youth Camps 
As in previous years the Junior Camp and Senior Camp shared the excellent facilities available in 
Badaguish, near Aviemore.  There were 25 junior campers and 12 seniors.  Rev. Timothy McGlynn led the 
Junior Camp and the topic of the evening talks was the life of Jonathan Edwards.  Rev. James MacInnes led 
the Senior Camp where the topic was ‘Standing Tall’, examining Christian apologetics.  Both Mr McGlynn 
and Mr MacInnes preached on the Lord’s Day.  That the campers were attentive was clear from the daily 
‘dorm discussions’ and the fantastically well-presented projects that each worked on each afternoon.  Glenn 
Fraser supplied an excellent selection of books, a good number of which were sold, and others given as 
prizes.  The willing team of leaders comprised Agnes McGlynn, Joan MacKintosh, Isabel Campbell, Flora 
Roberts, Sophie McGlynn, Kevin MacDonald, and Donald Ross Morrison.  The campers engaged 
enthusiastically in an exhausting variety of activities, both on-site and in the wider Aviemore area.  Please 
continue to pray that friendships established and maintained through the youth camps would be of lasting 
benefit to the young people of our denomination.  

8.  Education 
The Committee have continued to maintain their interest in the vital area of Christian Education.  Updates 
on Providence Christian School, Stornoway (formerly known as Lewis Independent Christian School), 
Mannafields Christian School, Edinburgh, and Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow, are all received with 
interest by the Committee.  The Committee continue to look at ways in which they can help those providing 
Christian education both in the home and in the schools.  The Committee would commend all those 
involved in education, whether in the state sector or in the differing part of Christian education to the 
prayers of the Church.  

9.  Clerk 
The Committee wish to record their thanks to the Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod. 

DONALD A. ROBERTSON, Convener 
RICHARD R. ROSS, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education 
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener; 

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk; 

3. The General Assembly note the completion of the revision of the Sabbath School and Bible Class 
workbooks.  They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been achieved thus far to that end 
and commend to all the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks; 
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4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so freely give of their 
time; 

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, making and marking the 
annual Sabbath School & Bible Class examination papers; 

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate all those 
who participated this year; 

7. The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter Catechism 
Diploma and encourage the Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote the scheme; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan for their faithful work in organising the All-
Age Holiday and would encourage Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan as they undertake the organising again 
this year; 

9. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Timothy McGlynn for their faithful 
leadership of the Youth Camp; they also thank Agnes McGlynn, Joan MacKintosh, Isabel Campbell, 
Flora Roberts, Sophie McGlynn, Kevin MacDonald, and Donald Ross Morrison, and all who 
assisted in the work of the camps, and would commend the work of the camps to the prayers of the 
Church; 

10. The General Assembly commend the whole area of Christian education to the prayerful interest of 
the wider Church. 
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APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2016-2017 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners 
 
Bible Class Grade 
 
11 took part in the examination  
 
Prizewinner: Matthew S. Keddie, Shettleston 
 
Cross Hugh Macdonald, Kirsty Morrison 
Knock & Point Alexander Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod 
Partick Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon 
Shettleston Matthew S. Keddie 
Stornoway Lily Craig, Duncan Macdonald, Thomas Craig 
Tarbat Ethan C. Macleod 
 
Sabbath School Grade 2 
 
20 took part in the examination 
 
Prizewinner: Elizabeth J. Keddie, Shettleston 
 
Cross Murray Macdonald, Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod, Annie Macdonald 
Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis Fraser, Kenneth J. Hutton, Emily Hutton, 

Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks 
Knock & Point Christina Macleod 
Shettleston Elizabeth J. Keddie, Thomas J. Keddie 
Stornoway Sarah Craig, Lydia MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald, Calvin MacKenzie, 
 Mary Maclean, Norman Macleod 
Tarbat Malcolm S. MacLeod  

 
Maureeen Murchison Memorial Prize 

Duthil-Dores Grade 1 Emily Hutton, Callum Arie Morrison 

Duthil-Dores Grade 2 Lois Brooks 

Duthil-Dores Grade 3 Jonathan Brooks 

   

Catechism Diploma 
Silver Cross Hugh Macdonald 

Bronze Stornoway John Malcolm Macdonald 
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