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IV. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

In the book of Proverbs, the Scriptures teach that we are to Train up a child in the way he should go and 

when he is old he will not depart from it (Prov. 22:6).  

The Committee recognises that the primary responsibility for the welfare of the Church’s young people lies 

with their parents.  However the Church has a vital pastoral rôle in this matter: to promote Christian 

instruction, and thus to help parents fulfil their parental duties. 

The Committee has therefore continued to seek to promote the welfare of the Church’s young people over 

the past year.  Much of the work may be seen as routine, yet it is nonetheless important. 

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus 

The updating of the Sabbath School Workbooks has been completed.  The infant (Grade One) material is on 

a three-year-cycle with the other grades on a four-year-cycle.  The Committee welcomes feedback on the 

Syllabus from those who use it. 

The Clerk has undertaken the revision of the Sabbath School Workbooks with great diligence and the 

Committee is very grateful for her labours. 

3.  Sabbath School Exams 

The annual examinations were held and attracted twenty six entrants.  Of these, twelve were from Grade 2 

(Junior) and fourteen from the Bible Class Grade.  A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.  The 

Committee are grateful to those who give of their time to prepare, print and distribute the examination 

papers and those that mark them. 

4. Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

The Committee are disappointed that only one child took part this year (see Appendix).  The Committee are 

grateful to Dr Murchison for continuing to provide the funds that enable the Committee to offer this award.  

Participants receive a book token to the value of £10.  The Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath 

Schools to seek ways in which they could promote this worthwhile scheme in the coming year. 

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme 

The Committee are disappointed that only one youngster took part this year (see Appendix).  As with the 

Maurine Murchison Award, the Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath Schools to seek ways in 

which they can promote this worthwhile scheme.  Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound 

Bible. 

6.  All-Age Holiday 

The All-Age Holiday, which has been held annually over the last few years, seeks to promote Christian 

fellowship in a relaxed holiday environment.  The venue at the Windmill Christian Centre, Arbroath, is 

conducive to a relaxed atmosphere.  Last year Rev. Trevor Kirkland was the speaker.  This year the holiday 

is planned for 14th-21st July with Rev. John Keddie as the speaker.  It is well organised by Rev. & Mrs 

Andrew Allan, whose enthusiasm and organisational skills are gratefully recognised by the Committee.  

Those who attend enjoy the Holiday.   
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Sadly, over the last number of years the attendance at the holiday has not significantly increased, despite 

advertising both within and without the denomination.  Due to this, the holiday has been run at a financial 

deficit.  The projected deficit for this year is approx. £1,800.  The Committee, with this in mind, has 

recommended against holding the holiday at the present venue next year.  If an alternative venue which is 

more financially viable were to be found, the Committee would be content to review its decision to 

discontinue to underwrite the holiday.  The Committee has not taken this decision lightly, but find it 

difficult to justify a continuing deficit year on year to subsidise holidays.  Their decision is based upon the 

hard financial realities facing the Committee and should not be seen as any reflection on the organisers, who 

have worked extremely hard to make the holiday a success. 

7.  Youth Camps 

As in previous years the Junior Camp and Senior Camp shared the excellent facilities available in 

Badaguish, near Aviemore.  There were 20 junior campers and 7 senior.  Rev. James MacInnes led the 

Junior Camp and Rev. Greg MacDonald led the Senior Camp.  The topic and projects were both related to 

Martin Luther and the Reformation.  The campers were attentive in the daily dorm discussions and the 

projects in the afternoon.  Mr Glenn Fraser supplied a bookstall, which he reported had been well used by 

the campers.  The willing team of leaders comprised Joan MacKintosh, Liz MacKay, Katrina MacKay, 

Matthew Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum Smith.  The campers engaged 

enthusiastically in an exhausting variety of activities, both on-site and in the wider Aviemore area. 

The camps reported a financial deficit of approx. £1800 last year due to a decrease in numbers attending.  

However this deficit was reduced by a donation to the work of the camp, which was kindly gifted by the 

Stornoway Deacons’ Court. 

The Committee would commend this work to the prayers of the denomination. 

8.  Christian Education 

The Committee maintains an active interest in the vital area of Christian education.  The Committee 

receives updates on Providence Christian School, Stornoway (formerly known as Lewis Independent 

Christian School), Mannafields Christian School, Edinburgh, and Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow.  

During the year the Committee received a Report proposing ways in which they can help those providing 

Christian education both in the home and in the schools.  The Committee agreed to bring proposals to the 

General Assembly, specifically that: 

 the Church consider the possibility of providing a page on the denominational website dealing with 

Christian education which provides a helpful list of material, a list of current Christian schools and 

offers an email address for further information. 

 the Church consider the setting up of a dedicated fund for assistance with Christian education 

within the denomination. 

 the Church promote an annual conference, to be held in various parts of the country, specifically to 

encourage families already involved in Christian education and to provide a stimulus to the creation 

of further Christian schools. 

9.  Clerk 

The Committee wish to record their thanks to the Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod.   

RICHARD R. ROSS, Convener 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;      

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk; 

3. The General Assembly note the completion of the revision of the Sabbath School and Bible Class 

Workbooks.  They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been achieved thus far to that end and 

commend the use of the Sabbath School and Bible Class Workbooks; 

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so freely give of their 

time; 

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, making and marking the 

annual Sabbath School & Bible Class examination papers; 

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate those who 

participated this year; 

7. The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter Catechism Diploma 

and encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote the Scheme; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan for their faithful work in organising the All-

Age Holiday and would encourage them both as they undertake the work again this year; 

9. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation to discontinue the All-Age Holiday 

next year, unless a cheaper venue can be found; 

10. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for their faithful 

leadership of the Youth Camp and the Senior Camp, respectively; they also thank Joan MacKintosh, 

Liz MacKay, Katrina Mackay, Matthew Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum 

Smith; 

11. The General Assembly commend Christian education to the prayerful interest of the wider Church; 

12. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation for the development of a page on the 

Church website to facilitate and promote Christian Educational resources and information; 

13. The General Assembly approve in principle the setting up of a dedicated fund for assistance with 

Christian education within the denomination and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee for further consideration; 

14. The General Assembly approve in principle of the holding of an annual conference dedicated to 

Christian education, and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  for further 

consideration; 

15. The General Assembly commend all those involved in education, whether in the State sector or in the 

different forms of Christian education, to the prayers of the Church. 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2018] 29 

 

 

APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations  2017-2018 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:   

 

Bible Class Grade 

 

14 took part in the examination  

 

Prizewinner: Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway 

 

Cross Hugh MacDonald, Kirsty Morrison, Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod 

Knock & Point Alexander Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod 

Partick Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon 

Duthil-Dores Emily Hutton 

Stornoway Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Susanna MacDonald, Calvin MacKenzie, 

Tarbat Ethan C. Macleod 

 

Sabbath School Grade 2 

 

12 took part in the examination 

 

Prizewinner: Sarah Craig, Stornoway 

 

Cross Heidi MacLeod, Annie MacDonald 

Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis Fraser, Kenneth J. Hutton,  

Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks 

Stornoway Sarah Craig, Lydia MacDonald, John Macdonald, Katie MacKenzie, 

Tarbat Malcolm S. MacLeod  

 
Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

Duthil-Dores Grade 1 Anna Marie Morrison 

Duthil-Dores Grade 3 Callum Arie Morrison 

   

Catechism Diploma 

Silver Stornoway John MacDonald, Thomas Craig 

   

   


