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IV. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

It goes without saying that this has been a difficult year for the work of the Church.  ‘Lockdowns’ have 

affected the greater part of the 2020-21 Session.  During this period of pandemic, Bible Classes and Sabbath 

Schools have largely met by Zoom, or some other online platform.  This has made the work additionally 

challenging.  We must, however, be thankful to the Lord for the parents and congregational Bible Class and 

Sabbath School teachers who have been committed to the teaching of the youth in the precious truths of the 

Scriptures which have been given by inspiration of God.  Paul told of Timothy, that “from a child thou hast 

known the holy scriptures” (2 Tim 3:15).  Clearly, Timothy had been well taught in the things of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Timothy became a great instrument in the hands of God.  Our desire must be that our own 

covenant youth may likewise become instruments in the Master’s use.  If we would have a rising generation 

who will be such instruments in the hands of the Lord, then we must ensure that they are well taught in the 

Scriptures, and that such teaching might be accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit.  These necessities 

for the health and welfare of the Church in society must be a heart-concern for parents and all exercised 

people in our Congregations.  May the Lord work grace in the hearts and lives of our children and youth, 

that they might in due time be such instruments in the hands of the Saviour.  These concerns are in many 

respects the raison d’etre of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee.  It is to be hoped that this 

Report will give evidence of such an overarching concern for the real and eternal welfare of youth. 

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus  

The updated Sabbath School Workbooks offer excellent material for Sabbath Schools.  The infant (Grade 

One) material is on a three-year cycle, with the other grades on a four-year cycle.  The use of the Church’s 

materials for the instruction of our youth in Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools is heartily commended to 

our Congregations. 

The passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat has left a real gap in the work of the Church, in many areas of 

its activities.  Not least is this the case for the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee, who have been 

indebted to him for the printing of the Workbooks and Teachers’ Notes for the three levels covered, Infant, 

Junior and Bible Class.  The Committee convey their condolences to Mrs MacLeod and the whole MacLeod 

family in their sad loss. 

3.  Sabbath School Exams  

In a difficult year due to the Covid restrictions, all parents, Sabbath School teachers and scholars who were 

able to continue the work of Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools for the 2020-21 Session are warmly 

commended for their diligence.  Despite the restrictions, it was decided that the annual examinations should 

go ahead, and these were held on 27 March.  The response was encouraging to the Committee.  The exams 

attracted 24 entrants in all.  Of these, 12 (14 in 2019) were from Grade 2 (Junior), and 12 (11 in 2019) from 

the Bible Class Grade.  The Bible Class winner was Susanna Jean MacDonald (Stornoway), and the Grade 

2 prize winner was Lois Brooks (Duthil-Dores).  A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.  

The Committee commend those who entered the exam and congratulate the prize winners.  The winners 

receive a plaque and a book.  This year the Committee decided to award books to all the children who 

completed the Workbooks for the Session.  The Committee are grateful to those who give of their time to 

prepare, print and distribute the examination papers, and those that mark them.  
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4.  Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize  

This Memorial Prize involves the memorising of Scripture portions and books of the Bible (depending on 

the Grades) by young people in the Church.  This year, 14 children took part from 4 Congregations (see 

Appendix).  This compared with 6 Congregations in the previous year.  Participants receive a book token to 

the value of £10.  

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme  

This year there were 16 entrants for the Catechism Diploma (in 2020 all 14 entrants were from the USA).  

One entrant recited the entire Catechism in one sitting. 

As with the Maurine Murchison Award, the Committee would encourage Kirk Sessions, Sabbath Schools 

and parents to seek ways in which they can promote this worthwhile scheme among the youth of the 

Church.  Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound Bible.  

6.  Camps 2021 

Due to continued uncertainty over Covid-19 restrictions, there will be no Summer Camp this year.  The 

Committee have agreed to investigate the possibility of camps in October instead.  Plans are tentatively 

being made, and it is expected that a decision will be taken at the June Committee meeting as to whether 

such a venture is viable.  The families of past campers have been contacted directly to inform them of this.  

It is hoped that what is offered will complement the Youth Conference in Ratagan.  Lord willing, summer 

camps will return to the established pattern and format in the summer of 2022. 

7.  Youth Conference 2021 

The Committee have planned to organize a residential Youth Conference for young people aged 16-25, at 

Ratagan Youth Hostel, Glenshiel, from 15 to 18 October 2021, Lord willing.  The intended speaker is Rev. 

Alasdair Macleod (Knock & Point), and the subject, ‘What is truth?’  The plan remains somewhat tentative, 

due to the uncertainty of the present situation and potential restrictions due to coronavirus.  The principal 

advantages of the Ratagan Hostel are: (1) its size (it sleeps 37) – this provides an ambitious but not 

unrealistic target for recruitment; (2) the cost, which is affordable; and (3) the location, which is equally 

convenient for the Western Isles, Isle of Skye, Inverness and Glasgow, while being near one of our 

Congregations, Lochalsh & Strath.  It is also in a very beautiful part of Scotland.  It is hoped that, with the 

Lord’s blessing, the planned conference may have good support and may become a regular annual event. 

8.  Education 

The Committee have continued to provide modest grants to Christian home-schoolers and Christian 

schools.  To further encourage Christian Education, as previously reported, the Committee have prepared a 

report on Christian Education Resources which will be placed on the Church’s web-site for general public 

access. 

9.  Clerk  

The Committee wish to record their thanks to their Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, for all her valuable work 

on behalf of the Committee.  

JOHN W KEDDIE,  Convener  

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD,  Vice-convener  

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;  

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;  
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3. The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks;  

4. The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the Sabbath Schools 

throughout the Church;  

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and marking the 

annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;  

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate those who 

participated this year;  

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and encourage Kirk 

Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote it; the General Assembly 

congratulate those who successfully participated in the Diploma Scheme this year; 

8. The General Assembly note that options for an October camp are being explored and commend the 

camp coordinator and leaders to the prayers of the Church;  

9. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to establish a dedicated fund to support Christian 

Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;  

10. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian Education, whether Christian Schools 

or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church; 

11. The General Assembly approve a Youth Conference planned to be held annually, and commend such 

an initiative to the prayerful support of the wider Church. 
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APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations  2020-2021 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:   

Bible Class Grade 

13 took part in the examination (previous year — 11) 

Prizewinner: Susanna Jean MacDonald 

Ayr Sarah Craig 

Cross Annie MacDonald, Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod,  

Duthil-Dores Lewis Fraser, Jonathan Brooks, Callum Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie, 

Thomas Keddie  

Stornoway Lydia MacDonald, Susanna Jean MacDonald, John MacDonald 

Sabbath School Grade 2 

11 took part in the examination (previous year — 14) 

Prizewinner: Lois Brooks, Duthil-Dores 

Cross Owen MacDonald, Kenny Macleod 

Duthil-Dores Calvin Nicolson, Annabell Nicolson, Anna Marie Morrison, Lois Brooks, 

Hannah Keddie, Katie Bell, Joanna Brooks 

Stornoway Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald 

 Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

Grade 1 Scalpay Chirsty-Bella Morrison 

 Lochalsh & Strath Coinneach MacInnes 

Grade 2 Duthil-Dores Abigail Keddie 

 Lochalsh & Strath Catherine MacInnes 

Grade 3 Stornoway Marybeth MacDonald 

 Lochalsh & Strath Seumas MacInnes   

Grade 4 Stornoway Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald, 

  Marybeth MacDonald 

 Lochalsh & Strath Elizabeth MacInnes 

Grade 5 Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie 

 Lochalsh & Strath Sandy Iain MacInnes, Mina MacInnes 

14 took part in the examination (previous year — 6) 

 Catechism Diploma 

Gold Bonus: 1-107 Duthil-Dores   Elizabeth Keddie 

Gold: 82-107 Greeneville, USA   Daniel Vernon, Lily Matarazzo 

 Ayr   Lily Craig, Thomas William Craig, Sarah Grace Craig 

Silver: 39-81 Greeneville, USA   Josiah Vernon, Lily Matarazzo 

Bronze: 1-38 Greeneville, USA   Kolby Setzer, Luther Matarazzo, Philip Reeder, Lily 

   Matarazzo, Andrew Pike  

 North Carolina, USA Eliana Uselding 

 Stornoway   Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald 

16 took part in the examination (previous year — 14, all USA) 
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