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IV. 
REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 
Introduction 
As we read through the Old Testament we come across frequent reminders of the importance of instructing 
the rising generation in the truths of God.  It was not sufficient for Israel to follow the Lord but give little or 
no thought to those who would follow them.  They were to do all in their power to instruct their young in 
the ways of God.  “Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which 
thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and 
thy son’s sons: Specially the day that thou stoodest before the LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD 
said unto me, Gather me the people together, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn to 
fear me all the days that they shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their 
children.” (Deuteronomy 4: 9-10) 
 
Doubtless this instruction was in the mind of the Psalmist when he wrote many years later, “We will not 
hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, 
and his wonderful works that he hath done.” (Psalm 78:4)  Down through many generations the people of 
this land have followed that precept.  In the family circle, in the classroom and in Sabbath Schools they 
have explained and applied the Scriptures.  With great diligence and no small blessing they did all that they 
could to ensure that God’s Word was not hidden from young hearts and lives.  Great changes have swept 
across the nation in recent years and we are all aware of the growing hostility towards the Gospel.  
Increasingly pressure is coming to bear on us to hide it from our children and the children of Scotland. 
 
It is in such an environment that the Committee have sought to fulfil their remit in the year under review.  
Much of our work has been what we might call general or routine but it is no less important for that.  
 
Sabbath School Syllabus 
The ongoing work of updating the Sabbath School workbooks has continued over the past year.  This does 
not involve altering the core curriculum but gradually improving and updating the workbooks by inserting 
colour and pictures.  The materials for the younger children are being produced in a format more suitable 
for their age and the Committee have received positive feedback.  This coming session will be the final year 
of revision for Grade One (formerly known as the Infant Grade).  The other two grades are on a four-year 
cycle and will have one further year of updating before they are complete.  This work has been undertaken 
single-handedly by the Clerk and she is due the thanks of the Assembly. 
 
Sabbath School Exams 
The annual examination was held on Saturday 1st March and attracted thirty entrants, an increase of ten on 
the previous year.  Twenty-three of these were from Grade 2 (Junior) and seven from the Bible Class Grade.  
A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.  The Committee are grateful to those who give of their 
time to prepare and mark the examination papers. 
 
Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 
This continues to attract a modest but steadily growing number of entrants.  This year there were fifteen 
entries.  Participants receive a book token to the value of £10.  The Committee would encourage parents and 
Sabbath Schools to continue to promote this worthwhile scheme in the coming year. 
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Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme 
The Committee continue to monitor this excellent method of memorising the Shorter Catechism and are 
pleased to be able to report that eight youngsters successfully completed the Diploma this year. 
 
All-Age Holiday 
The All-Age Holiday, which is held annually, continues to attract people from within and outwith our 
denomination.  The success of the All-Age holiday has been due, in no small part, to the diligence and 
enthusiasm of Derick and Maryanne Gillies.  The primary aim is to promote Christian fellowship in a 
relaxed environment, making new friends and renewing old friendships.  Carronvale House, Larbert was the 
venue in 2013, as on previous occasions, and a good group gathered and greatly enjoyed their time together.  
Over the years Larbert has proved to be an excellent venue with the location and facilities being most 
suitable.  Sadly, however, it would appear that Carronvale House is no longer available and Mr Gillies has 
experienced some difficulty in finding a new location.  The All-Age Holiday this year will be held at the 
Windmill Centre in Arbroath and alternative locations are being looked at for future years. 
 
Youth Camps 
The 2013 camp returned to the now-familiar location outside Aviemore and saw twenty-four campers 
attend, an increase of three from the previous year.  Appropriately the topic for study and projects last year 
was the Disruption and the morning worship focussed on the book of Esther.  These were led by those 
veterans of camp leadership Rev. Greg MacDonald and Rev. James MacInnes. The usual activities were 
enjoyed and some new ones were introduced.  Joan MacKintosh proved, once more, her culinary expertise 
and kept everyone well-fed.  Flora MacLeod was the project leader and Linda Ratti was junior leader and 
assistant cook. 
 
This summer will see an exciting development with the first-ever Senior Camp.  This will be held in 
Badaguish at the same time as the Junior Camp but the two camps will run separately.  Mr MacInnes will 
lead the new Senior Camp and Mr MacDonald will lead the Junior Camp.  The Committee would covet the 
prayers of the church for the work of the camps and especially for this new venture. 
 
Olivet Distance Learning Course 
The Committee are indebted to Rev. David Fraser for his diligence in preparing and promoting the Olivet 
Learning Course.  They commend this course to the prayerful interest of the Church and would be glad to 
assist with any enquiries. 
 
Education 
The Committee have continued to maintain their interest in the vital area of Christian Education.  They have 
received periodic reports on this subject and members of the Committee receive regular updates from the 
Lewis Independent Christian School.  Of particular note during the past year have been the encouraging 
developments in Glasgow where a fledgling Christian School has made good progress.  The Committee 
would commend this important new development to the prayers of the Church. 
 
The Committee continue to operate a limited Christian Education fund.  It was agreed that all home-
schooling parents worshipping within the denomination would qualify for an annual grant of £50.  Where 
the children attended an established Christian school the same sum would be given but, in this instance, it 
would be paid directly to the school.  An application was received on behalf of parents in the Lewis 
Christian School and a total of £300 was awarded. 
 
Clerk 
The Committee wish to record their thanks for the past year to the Clerk, Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod. 
 

MURDO A N MACLEOD, Convener 
DONALD ROBERTSON, Vice-convener 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 
 
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee; 

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk; 

3. The General Assembly note with interest the work being done to improve the presentation of the 
Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks.  They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been 
achieved thus far to that end and commend to all the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks; 

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so freely give of their 
time; 

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing and marking the annual 
Sabbath School and Bible Class examination; 

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate all those 
who participated this year; 

7. The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter Catechism Diploma 
and encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote this scheme; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Derick Gillies for his faithful work in organising the All-Age Holiday 
and would prayerfully remember him as he seeks to locate a new venue for future years; 

9. The General Assembly thank Rev. Greg MacDonald and Rev. James MacInnes for their faithful 
leadership of the Youth Camp, Miss Joan MacKintosh for all the catering arrangements, Miss Flora 
MacLeod for her involvement with the projects and Miss Linda Ratti as junior leader and assistant 
cook; 

10. The General Assembly note with interest the development of a new Senior Camp and commend this 
venture to the prayers of the church; 

11. The General Assembly encourage Rev David Fraser in his work with the Olivet Course; 

12. The General Assembly commend the whole area of Christian education and in particular the 
encouraging developments in Glasgow to the prayerful interest of the wider Church. 
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APPENDIX 
 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2013-2014 
 
The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and prizewinners. 
 
Bible Class Grade 
 
7 took part in the examination (a decrease of 1 from 2012-2013) 
 
Prizewinner: Joanna Gillies, Stornoway 
 
Harris - Sarah K. Campbell 
Stornoway - Emma Craig, Joanna Gillies, Jonathan Gillies, Duncan Macdonald, Isla G Macdonald 
Tarbat - Murdo D. MacLeod 
 
Grade 2 
 
23 took part in the examination (an increase of 11 from 2012-2013) 
 
Prizewinner: Matthew S. Keddie, Shettleston 
 
Cross - Hugh Macdonald, Murray Macdonald, Felicity MacLeod, Calum S. Morrison, Kirsty Morrison 
Harris - Rachael Campbell 
Knock & Point - Alexander Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod 
Partick - Rachael Jobson, Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon 
Shettleston - Elizabeth J. Keddie, Matthew S. Keddie, Latisha Peters, Shandi Peters 
Stornoway - Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Calvin Mackenzie, Ross Morrison, Andrew Smith, Eilidh Smith 
Tarbat - Ethan C. MacLeod, Malcolm S. MacLeod 
 
 

Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 
 
Cross:   Annie Marion MacDonald, Heidi Faith MacLeod — Grade 1 
           Calum Stuart Morrison, Hugh Murdo MacDonald, Kirsty Gillies Morrison,  
    Murray MacDonald, Felicity Grace MacLeod, David Matheson — Grade 2 
Stornoway:  Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig — Grade 2  
                 Emma Craig — Grade 3 
Shettleston:  Matthew Keddie, Elizabeth Keddie — Grade 2   
Snizort:  Gracie Buchan — Grade 2 
Partick:  Mairi Mackinnon — Grade 2 
 

Shorter Catechism Diploma 
 

Bronze: Ayr:    Aletheia Beers, Benaiah Beers, Caleb Beers, Isaac Beers, Nathanael Beers 
 
Silver: Stornoway: Lydia Macdonald, Susannah Macdonald  
  
Gold:   Stornoway:  Duncan Macdonald 
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