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T H E  P R I N C I PA L   

ACTS  

OF THE  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH  

OF SCOTLAND (Continuing) 

MAY MMXVIII 

 

        

 

CLASS I  —  ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE  

BARRIER ACT 

 

None 

 

          

 

 

CLASS II  —  ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST  

TO THE CHURCH 

 

Act I  —  Act amending Standing Order VI.2.3 

(No 1 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2018 

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two 

Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group 

of Committees.  In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from 

the Presbytery of the USA. 
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Act II  —  Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen 

(No 2 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General 

Assembly this 22nd day of May 2018, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our 

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 

We are most thankful to God that in His kindness He has granted Your Majesty the health 

and strength to be able to reign under Him over this nation and Commonwealth for so 

long.  It is our prayer that the Lord would continue to bestow upon Your Majesty the help 

that is necessary for Your Majesty to fulfil the duties which belong to this high office.  

The devotion with which Your Majesty has carried out those responsibilities for more 

than sixty-six years has been admired by many around the world and has inspired the 

affection of Your Majesty’s subjects.  We note that during the past year His Royal 

Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, relinquished his public duties, and we 

gratefully acknowledge his lengthy and dedicated public service, and the support he has 

been to Your Majesty. 

We believe that the Monarchy is an important symbol of our identity as a country and that 

it has great significance for our unity as a people.  In times of conflict and change the 

British throne has been a constant, and it is our desire that it will remain so in the future.  

As we approach the beginning of a new chapter in our national history, with the United 

Kingdom’s impending withdrawal from the European Union, we pray that Your 

Majesty’s government will be granted clarity and wisdom in its policy concerning this 

matter and in all other matters which belong within its sphere.  We pray likewise for the 

devolved administrations in the different parts of our country, remembering as we do so 

that it is righteousness alone which exalts a nation. 

The British throne manifestly owes its strength to its Christian foundation.  We greatly 

value the fact that the Protestant Reformed religion is established by law in our land and 

that Your Majesty is pledged to the utmost of Your Majesty’s power to maintain that 

religion, with God’s help.  The Bible is the bedrock of our civilisation and we forget this 

at our peril. It has shaped our laws and moulded our character as a people.  It is the source 

of our cherished religious and civil liberties which have been the envy of many in less-

favoured lands.  Yet it is with growing concern that we observe forces which are seeking 
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to erode these precious freedoms, particularly by appealing to false notions of equality, 

diversity and tolerance.  We believe that the throne has a duty to protect Christ’s Church 

and we look to Your Majesty to do what is within Your Majesty’s ability to safeguard the 

privileges which have long been enjoyed by Christians in our land. 

God’s moral law, as summarised in the Ten Commandments, binds all and sets the 

boundaries for a society which is both cohesive and truly free.  We believe that at the 

heart of a stable and peaceful community is God’s gift of marriage and family.  The 

divine prescription for these vital institutions is under attack but the biblical pattern of a 

lifelong, committed union between one man and one woman has stood the test of time 

and is self-evidently the best arrangement for the happiness of mankind and the parenting 

of children.  In this regard we are most thankful for the example of mutual love and 

faithfulness set by Your Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Philip.  We also 

congratulate Prince William and Catherine, Earl and Countess of Strathearn, on another 

addition to their family and thank God for the safe arrival of Prince Louis in this world, as 

the fifth in line to the throne. 

We find that increasingly there are subtle pressures being brought to bear upon 

individuals, including the very young, to make choices and follow courses in life which 

go against the natural order of things and the plain teaching of the Word of God.  This 

now extends even to the idea of changing one’s gender, with all the confusion, sadness 

and despair which such a wrong step is liable to bring.  Our sincere belief is that the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ alone provides satisfaction and eternal hope for man, promising as 

it does salvation from sin and true liberty, as we believe Your Majesty is aware.  In love 

to our fellow men and for the glory of God, we are determined to continue proclaiming 

that Gospel of mercy and grace to all, as the Lord enables us. 

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 

     

 

 

Act III  —  Act anent Equal Dividend 

(No 3 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2018.   
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Act IV  —  Act anent Central Building Fund 

(No 4 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May2018 

Introduction 

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular 

contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those 

congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers.  It is the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will commend itself to all of 

our congregations as a means of fulfilling the Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping 

the weak. 

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary purposes: 

(A)  To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon the 

financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial help if it is not 

possible for the local congregation to continue making the agreed repayments. 

(B)  To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds which 

can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing in order to 

reduce overall interest costs. 

Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing 

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage under the 

provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building Fund Application 

form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The Deacons’ 

Court shall then first submit the fully documented Building Fund Application form 

in connection with each project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and support of 

the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.  Application forms 

received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee prior to Presbytery approval 

shall be considered only as part of the necessary information gathering process. 

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the suitability and 

standards of the proposed building, the funds available to the congregation from its 

own resources as well as those which may be available from other sources.  In 

particular, careful consideration shall be given to the congregation's capacity to 

meet the repayments of the borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their 

promised contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry.  The 

factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in respect 

of any application from a congregation may include specific matters not listed in 
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this document and shall always have regard to the overall financial position of the 

Church at the time that the application is being considered. 

4. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed to an 

application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance & Sustentation 

Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of local Deacons’ Courts.  

It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to spread the benefits of the Fund as 

widely as possible throughout the Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee will discourage applications for financial assistance in instances where 

the proposed building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can 

reasonably be justified.  The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall strive to 

achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where congregations 

consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to the General 

Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds in 

regular form. 

5. In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building Projects, 

the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the nature and 

purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and the availability of a 

suitable site.  Ideally the site should already be in the ownership of the 

congregation. In such instances where a new build is being considered, the 

Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked to consider the factors outlined 

above and they shall thereafter report to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

6. Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should be 

submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  In the case of a 

proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the Details of Sale and 

Home Report.  Where an existing building is being considered as a proposed place 

of worship, a professionally prepared Condition Report and Valuation Survey 

should be submitted. 

7. The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the availability of 

additional funds for the project from central resources shall be final, but can be 

open to the process of review detailed in clause 4 hereof. 

8. Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected to 

contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost.  The over-riding 

desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the maintenance of 

Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in ‘unusual’ circumstances 

the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be prepared to consider funding in 

excess of the norm for a place of residence for a minister.  Details of any such 

‘unusual’ circumstances must be included in Section 3 of the Building Fund 

Application form and must also be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with 

documented evidence in Section 5. 

9. Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations shall be 
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the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between the 

congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be legally 

binding.  The Funding Agreement document shall require to be signed by the 

respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down of funds will be 

permitted. 

10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow money 

from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed appropriate, to 

enable them to provide financial assistance to local congregations.  In no case shall 

such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20 years, and shall normally be for a 

maximum of 70% of the purchase price. 

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee provides is 

by way of commercially available building finance and the servicing of the 

borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by regular monthly 

contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be specified in advance in 

the Funding Agreement.  This may be subject to variation in keeping with possible 

changes in the interest rate.  The General Treasurer shall be required to report any 

shortfall in repayment of loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and 

the General Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period.  Any 

such decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.  In 

cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it shall be 

competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission to sell the affected 

property.  The proceeds of sale of any such transaction will be dealt with as set out 

in clause 14 hereof. 

12. Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security against 

borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), 

title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the General Trustees under an 

appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust. 

13. Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions shall have a 

Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General Treasurer.  If at any 

time in the future the total debit amount appearing on that account has been fully 

discharged by financial contributions received from the congregation, it shall be 

competent for the congregation to apply to have title transferred to local trustees 

elected for the purpose in accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly.  The 

appropriate process for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly. 

14. Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General 

Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the relevant Acts 

of Assembly.  The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to the General Assembly 

routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and must be accompanied by full 

supporting documentation.  The first call on the proceeds of sale of such a duly 
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authorised transaction shall be to clear off any remaining congregational debit 

balance on the Loan Repayment Account.  Subject to the terms of the Petition 

submitted for the purpose to the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the 

sale proceeds may be remitted to the congregation. 

Section (B) – Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt 

15. A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage repayments of 

all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will be retained as an 

operating minimum in the Central Building Fund.  This contingency amount will 

be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly repayment of each congregation is 

achieved, and so to prevent any default and financial penalty that this would 

otherwise incur.  This contingency amount is to be replenished as a priority as 

funds are received into the Central Building Fund. 

16. In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund then the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of urgency to plan a 

long-term response. 

17. To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in 

consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to the above 

contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all congregations 

repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse properties.  No distinction 

will apply, whether the mortgage was secured by the General Trustees through the 

Central Building Fund, or by local trustees directly from a financial lender.  The 

Finance & Sustentation Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments 

(as funds dictate) at each ordinary meeting of the Committee. 

18. Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the grant 

shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial lender, and the 

relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction.  Where the individual 

Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant amount shall be transferred to 

the congregation’s account.  Central Building Fund grants must only be used 

toward the redemption of the identified mortgage. 

19. Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an alternative to, 

but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments. 

20. Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee of each 

congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment.  No other 

application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central Building Fund, 

though congregations may decline financial assistance by intimating this to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

21. To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and 

congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the Central 
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Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness magazine and on the 

denomination’s web site. 

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all congregations 

equally, there may be occasions when a particular project might be prioritised by 

the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  The duration and purpose of any such 

specific project shall be clearly communicated and promoted throughout the 

church, as above, and by specific appeal. 

23. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by the 

General Assembly. 

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing 

Central Building Fund. 

     

 

Act V  —  Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme 

(No 5 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

1. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the estate 

of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, who had not 

attained the age of 70 at the time of his death. 

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the estate of 

each    employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his or her death. 

2. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will be paid to 

the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, at the 

time of his death. 

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of each employee, 

beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death. 

This figure is to be reviewed biennially. 

     

 

Act VI  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for congregation of  

Knock & Point 

(No 6 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on the 

Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the 

Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal Dividend. 
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Act VII  —  Act anent General Trustees  

(No 7 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

The General Assembly approve the appointments of Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Mr Thomas 

MacInnes and Dr Andrew Naylor as General Trustees.  They also approve the current 

Roll of Trustees as follows: Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman). Mr Lindsay 

MacCallum, Kiltearn. Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea. Mr Thomas 

MacInnes, Portree. Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris. 

     

 

Act VIII  —  Act anent Congregations furth of Scotland 

(No 8 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

1. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland shall be under 

the supervision of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee; 

2. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within the 

British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed under 

the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such 

Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected by 

the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has 

superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this provision, 

as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching Stations; 

3. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland and outwith 

the British Isles which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery shall be placed 

under the superintendence of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in loco 

synodi.; 

4. The General Assembly note that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee retain a 

supervisory and facilitatory rôle where Presbyteries exist furth of Scotland.  

     

Act IX  —  Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery 

(No 9 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and 

Rev. Davide Ratti General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 
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Act X  —  Act anent Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh  

(No 10 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2018 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Southern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of General Assessors and grant its crave to the extent that the General 

Assembly, noting Paragraph 6 of  their finding on the Report of the Presbytery 

Boundaries Committee, namely 

The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within 

the British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed 

under the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such 

Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected 

by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has 

superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this 

provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching 

Stations 

direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed under the superintendence 

of the Free Southern Presbytery. 

     

Act XI  —  Act appointing Commission of Assembly 

(No 11 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2018 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named 

by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall 

be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 

contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 

determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 
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disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 

and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 

they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 

     

Act XII  —  Act appointing next General Assembly 

(No 12 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2018 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 20th May 2019 years at 6 o’clock 

in the evening. 

     

 

 

Acts of the Commission of Assembly 

None 
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Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet 

this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. Robert McCurley, Retiring 

Moderator, who preached from Matthew 16:24-25 

 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: 

and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

 

the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having 

been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as 

follows: 

 

WESTERN SYNOD 

 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING), 

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 21ST MAY MMXVIII 

 

 
 

 

 

1. Assembly 

Constituted 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2. Roll of Assembly 

 

21ST  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

                  the 21st day of May 2018 years at 6 o’clock evening       Sess. 1. 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Malcolm M. MacLean, North Tolsta 

(Rtd) 

Mr Graeme Craig, Stornoway 

Mr Iain Smith, Harris 

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd) 

Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Knock & Point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Calum Macleod, ‘Water’s Edge’, 

Braighe Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 

HS2 0BQ  

Mr John MacRae, 5 New Garrabost, Isle of 

Lewis, HS2 0PL  

Mr William Macleod, 28 Aignish, Point,  

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0PB  

Dr Andrew Naylor, 18 Ferry Road, 

Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA 
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Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd) 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort 

Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree 

Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

Mr James MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath 

Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Iain MacPherson, 10 Storr Road, 

Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9LR Mr 

Donald Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’, 

Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, IV41 8PL 

Mr Angus Ross, ‘Sunnybrae’, Garafad, 

Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9JX  

MAINLAND SYNOD 

Inverness Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free 

Greyfriars (Rtd) 

Mr Daniel MacKinnon, Kilmorack & 

Strathglass (Rtd) 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Kilmorack & 

Strathglass 

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd) 

Mr James Clark, Inverness Free Greyfriars 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen 

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Poolewe & Aultbea  

ELDERS 

 

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages, 

Ardersier, Inverness-shire, IV2 7QS 

Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive, 

Inverness, IV4 4ND 

Mr Alex Watt, 10 Bayview Road, 

Gardenstown, Banff, AB45 3YF 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig, 

Aultbea, IV22 2JJ 

Northern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Robert W. Josey, Resolis (Rtd) 

Mr John MacLeod, Tarbat 

Mr Allan Murray, Brora (Rtd) 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen 

Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, IV17 0UJ 

Mr John MacKenzie, 307 Culkein, 

Drumbeg, Assynt, Sutherland, IV27 4NL  

Mr William Murray, Lonemore, 

Dornoch, IV25 3RW 

Mr W. John Urquhart, 3 Firthview 

Avenue, Inverness, IV3 8NT 
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21ST  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

Southern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland 

(Rtd) 

Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd) 

Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd) 

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd) 

Mr William Macleod, Knightswood 

Mr John J. Murray, Edinburgh, Free St 

Columba’s (Rtd) 

Mr James I. Gracie, Edinburgh, Free St 

Columba’s 

Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick 

Mr James Haram, Shettleston  

ELDERS 

 

Mr John N. Gillies, 19 Falkland St,  

Glasgow, G12 9PY 

Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,  

Edinburgh, EH7 6QS 

Mr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way,  

Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD 

Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin St., Sandyhills, 

Glasgow, G32 9BB  

Mr Peter Thurlow, 98 Montgomery Street, 

Edinburgh, EH7 5HE 

Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,  

Glasgow, G12 0DU  

  

 

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA 

 

Presbytery of the United States of America 

 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) 

Mr Robert McCurley, Greenville 

 

ELDERS 

 

Dr James Wanliss, 5 Wood Leaf Trail, 

Travelers Rest, South Carolina 29690, USA  

 

BY CERTIFICATE FROM  

THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Ernest T. Kirkland, Ballyclare & 

Doagh 

Mr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain 

Mr Shanmugam N.V. Partheepan,  

Sri Lanka 

 

 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Wilson Calle, c/o 36 Pinewood Place, 

Blackburn, West Lothian, EH47 7NX  

Mr Alastair Manderson, 57 Priory Road, 

Knightswood, Glasgow, G13 2SR 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and 

his services in the Chair. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved, 

seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. David M Blunt Minister at North 

Uist & Grimsay, to be their Moderator.  Intimation of his appointment was then made to 

Mr Blunt, who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the 

Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of 

the House. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions & 

Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of: 

Messrs: James Clark, James I. Gracie, Graeme Craig, Raymond A. Kemp, Murdo A.N. 

MacLeod, and John MacLeod (Tarbat), Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant, John N. 

Gillies, Lindsay MacCallum, and Andrew I. Naylor, Elders.  Rev. James Clark, Convener 

of Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. Raymond A. Kemp, Convener of Business 

Committee. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal and Dutiful Address to 

Her Majesty The Queen consisting of: 

Messrs: David M. Blunt, Robert D. McCurley, Timothy J. McGlynn, Kenneth M. 

Macdonald, Allan Murray, Maurice J. Roberts, William B. Scott, John W. Keddie, and 

William Macleod, Ministers; with Messrs Wilson Calle, Maurice Grant, Alex Watt, James 

Millar, and, Ewan Wilson, Elders.  Rev. David M. Blunt, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod, Presbytery & Committee 

Records consisting of: 

Messrs: James Haram, Alasdair J. Macleod, Henry J.T. Woods, John W. Keddie, Richard 

R. Ross, A. James MacInnes, Iain Smith and E. Trevor Kirkland, Ministers; with Messrs 

Alastair Manderson, W. John Urquhart, Donald Robertson, John N. Gillies, Colin 

MacDonald, and James Wanliss, Elders.  Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland, Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers 

& Elders consisting of: 

3.  Thanks 
 

 

4.  Election of 
Moderator 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5.  Standing Orders 
 
 

6.  Committees to 

Expedite Business 

of the House 
 

 

 
 

6a.  Committee on 
Bills, Overtures etc. 

and Business 

Committee 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

6b.  Committee to 
Prepare Loyal and 

Dutiful Address 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
6c.  Committee to 

Visit Records 
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Prepare Minute on 

Deceased Ministers 
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Messrs: Andrew R. Allan, Greg MacDonald, Calum Smith, Allan Murray, and Murdo 

MacIver, Ministers; with Messrs John MacRae, Glenn Fraser, Donald Robertson, William 

MacLeod, Peter Thurlow, Murdo MacDonald, and Norman Smith, Elders.  Rev. Greg 

MacDonald, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of 

Messrs: James Clark, Greg MacDonald, James I. Gracie, Andrew R. Allan, and Jorge 

Ruiz Ortiz, Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay MacCallum, Glenn Fraser, Maurice Grant and 

Calum Macleod Elders.  Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Mr Bill McQueer as Assembly Officer. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in 

the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly 

thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of 

the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the 

Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, 

Edinburgh for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, 

for making their services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General 

Assembly to finish by around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly welcome the proposals of the Committee anent Personnel of 

Committees to Expedite the business of the House and direct the Assembly Clerks to 

prepare lists in accordance with the foregoing schedule: 

i. The six Committees shall be arranged as follows: a group comprising the 

Bills, Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee; a group 

comprising the Committee anent Deceased Ministers & Elders and the 

Committee on Printing of Acts of Assembly; the Committee to prepare a 

Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen; the Committee for 

Examination of Records. 

ii. Membership of each Committee shall be three Ministers and three Elders; 

with the same personnel on Committees grouped together, and with the 

6d.  Committee to 

Prepare Minute on 
Deceased Ministers 

& Elders (Cont.) 
 
 

6e.  Committee on 

Printing of Acts of 

Assembly 
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Assembly 
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addition of the Assembly Clerks on the Group dealing with the Bills, 

Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee. 

iii. Each Presbytery shall be represented on each Committee; in addition to the 

above, one Commissioner certified by the Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee shall be appointed to one Committee as a member where 

available. 

iv. Where possible, duplication of personnel across Committees shall be 

avoided. 

v. Regard shall be had to experience and expertise in appointments to the 

various Committees  

7. The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she has undertaken 

for the Church throughout the last 18 years’ as Assembly Office Manager and for her 

assistance in preparing and printing documents for the Assembly; they pray that she 

may know God’s blessing and the Lord’s upholding at this time; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to 

assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the 

General Assembly; 

9. The General Assembly direct that the Committee continue to monitor the workload 

of the Assembly Clerks and to provide assistance for them whenever possible; they 

further note that the Committee and the Assembly Clerks continue to monitor means 

by which they may facilitate the provision of future Clerks of Committees and 

Assembly Clerks; 

10. The General Assembly, noting that technology is now available to enable overseas 

Presbyteries to take part in Committee meetings by video-conferencing, amend 

Standing Order VI.2.3 to read: 

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and 

two Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented 

on each group of Committees.  In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one 

Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA; 

11. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-

conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on 

Church related business; 

12. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of 

the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee 

Conveners and Clerks;  

13. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for 

the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of 

Assembly and the Commission of Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the 

provision of hospitality. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

 

Paragraph 6 of the Proposed Deliverance be deleted and subsequent paragraphs 

renumbered accordingly. 

8.  Report of the 

Assembly 
Arrangements & 
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Committee (A) 
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Arrangements 
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On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of 

the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the 

Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, 

Edinburgh for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, 

for making their services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General 

Assembly to finish by around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she has undertaken 

for the Church throughout the last 18 years’ as Assembly Office Manager and for her 

assistance in preparing and printing documents for the Assembly; they pray that she 

may know God’s blessing and the Lord’s upholding at this time; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to 

assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the 

General Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly direct that the Committee continue to monitor the workload 

of the Assembly Clerks and to provide assistance for them whenever possible; they 

further note that the Committee and the Assembly Clerks continue to monitor means 

by which they may facilitate the provision of future Clerks of Committees and 

Assembly Clerks; 

8. The General Assembly, noting that technology is now available to enable overseas 

Presbyteries to take part in Committee meetings by video-conferencing, amend 

Standing Order VI.2.3 to read: 

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and 

two Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented 

on each group of Committees.  In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one 

Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA; 

10. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-

conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on 

Church related business; 

11. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of 

the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee 

Conveners and Clerks;  

12. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for 
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the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of 

Assembly and the Commission of Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the 

provision of hospitality. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Messrs Glenn Fraser and John MacRae as Precentors. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.25 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Mr Philip Lievesley  — Church of England (Continuing) 

 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegate. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9.30 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 22nd day of May 2018 years at 9.30 o’clock forenoon     Sess. 2. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject  

Contending For the Faith Today. 

The Moderator was thanked for his address. 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures, 

Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Acting-Convener in the following 

terms: 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018 years, the Committee on 

Bills, Overtures, Petitions and Commissions 

appointed by the General Assembly met and was 

constituted. 

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been 

received and were in order and that all certificates were to hand; 

2. The Committee had before them 10 Letters, 2 Petitions, and 1 Appendix to a 

Report.  The Committee agreed to recommend that all the papers be passed 

into the Assembly. 

3. The Committee noted that the Appendix to the Report of the Training of the 
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Ministry & Admissions Committee thereanent should, as a matter of principle, 

be treated as a Private Paper. 

4. The meeting was closed with prayer. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures etc. 

Committee; 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was 

given in by the Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the 

Moderator.  The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as 

underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter 

from the Clerk. 

Edinburgh 22nd May 2018 

  

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General 

Assembly this 22nd day of May 2018, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our 

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 

We are most thankful to God that in His kindness He has granted Your Majesty the health 

and strength to be able to reign under Him over this nation and Commonwealth for so 

long.  It is our prayer that the Lord would continue to bestow upon Your Majesty the help 

that is necessary for Your Majesty to fulfil the duties which belong to this high office.  

The devotion with which Your Majesty has carried out those responsibilities for more 

than sixty-six years has been admired by many around the world and has inspired the 

affection of Your Majesty’s subjects.  We note that during the past year His Royal 

Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, relinquished his public duties, and we 

gratefully acknowledge his lengthy and dedicated public service, and the support he has 

been to Your Majesty. 

We believe that the Monarchy is an important symbol of our identity as a country and that 

it has great significance for our unity as a people.  In times of conflict and change the 

British throne has been a constant, and it is our desire that it will remain so in the future.  

As we approach the beginning of a new chapter in our national history, with the United 

Kingdom’s impending withdrawal from the European Union, we pray that Your Majesty’s 

government will be granted clarity and wisdom in its policy concerning this matter and in 

all other matters which belong within its sphere.  We pray likewise for the devolved 
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administrations in the different parts of our country, remembering as we do so that it is 

righteousness alone which exalts a nation. 

The British throne manifestly owes its strength to its Christian foundation.  We greatly 

value the fact that the Protestant Reformed religion is established by law in our land and 

that Your Majesty is pledged to the utmost of Your Majesty’s power to maintain that 

religion, with God’s help.  The Bible is the bedrock of our civilisation and we forget this 

at our peril. It has shaped our laws and moulded our character as a people.  It is the source 

of our cherished religious and civil liberties which have been the envy of many in less-

favoured lands.  Yet it is with growing concern that we observe forces which are seeking 

to erode these precious freedoms, particularly by appealing to false notions of equality, 

diversity and tolerance.  We believe that the throne has a duty to protect Christ’s Church 

and we look to Your Majesty to do what is within Your Majesty’s ability to safeguard the 

privileges which have long been enjoyed by Christians in our land. 

God’s moral law, as summarised in the Ten Commandments, binds all and sets the 

boundaries for a society which is both cohesive and truly free.  We believe that at the 

heart of a stable and peaceful community is God’s gift of marriage and family.  The divine 

prescription for these vital institutions is under attack but the biblical pattern of a lifelong, 

committed union between one man and one woman has stood the test of time and is self-

evidently the best arrangement for the happiness of mankind and the parenting of children.  

In this regard we are most thankful for the example of mutual love and faithfulness set by 

Your Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Philip.  We also congratulate Prince 

William and Catherine, Earl and Countess of Strathearn, on another addition to their 

family and thank God for the safe arrival of Prince Louis in this world, as the fifth in line 

to the throne. 

We find that increasingly there are subtle pressures being brought to bear upon 

individuals, including the very young, to make choices and follow courses in life which go 

against the natural order of things and the plain teaching of the Word of God.  This now 

extends even to the idea of changing one’s gender, with all the confusion, sadness and 

despair which such a wrong step is liable to bring.  Our sincere belief is that the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ alone provides satisfaction and eternal hope for man, promising as it does 

salvation from sin and true liberty, as we believe Your Majesty is aware.  In love to our 

fellow men and for the glory of God, we are determined to continue proclaiming that 

Gospel of mercy and grace to all, as the Lord enables us. 

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical 

Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Acting

-Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the 

Acting Convener and the Clerk; 
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2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate 

relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European 

Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this 

organisation; the Assembly also thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as 

our Church’s representative on the Affinity council; 

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly 

of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  The General Assembly of the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a 

formal relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to 

re-enter formally the status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the 

Presbytery of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that 

these will develop toward closer ecumenical relations; 

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the 

Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the 

view that women may be admitted to office in the Church, consider this decision 

unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical relations with the 

GKN(v); 

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Mr D. Paul Rowland  — Trinitarian Bible Society 

Rev. Joshua Reiger  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England & Wales 

Mr Allan McCulloch  — Scottish Reformation Society 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

 

The General Assembly resumed consideration of the Report of the Committee on 

Ecumenical Relations. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

The following be added as an Addendum to the Proposed Deliverance: 

“The General Assembly, cognizant of their responsibility as heirs to the church of the 

Reformation and the Church of Scotland of the Revolution Settlement (1690), are greatly 
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saddened by the fragmented state of Christ’s body in the nation and the scandal that it 

causes.  As a prerequisite to healing the schism, they direct the Committee to draw up a 

comprehensive statement of Free Church principles together with a statement on those 

differences between the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and other Scottish 

denominations, and report to the next General Assembly their findings thereanent.” 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the 

Acting Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate 

relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European 

Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this 

organisation; the Assembly also thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as 

our Church’s representative on the Affinity council; 

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly 

of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  The General Assembly of the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a 

formal relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to 

re-enter formally the status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the 

Presbytery of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that 

these will develop toward closer ecumenical relations; 

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the 

Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the 

view that women may be admitted to office in the Church, consider this decision 

unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical relations with the 

GKN(v); 

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
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The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Australian Free Church. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Australian Free Church for their letter of greetings, pray 

that they may know the Lord’s upholding and encouragement in their witness for him and 

reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Maranatha Bible 

Presbyterian Church, Singapore. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank Maranatha Bible Presbyterian Church, Singapore, for their 

letter and ongoing contacts with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), pray for the 

Lord’s blessing on their work and witness in Singapore and further afield and reciprocate 

Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Christelijke Gereformeerde 

Kerken in Nederland. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland for 

their letter and the warmth of the relationship between our two Churches exemplified in 

the manner in which our delegates to the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken Synod have 

been received.  The Assembly look forward to receiving a Delegate from the Christelijke 

Gereformeerde Kerken to the 2019 General Assembly.  They are thankful for the attempts 

made by the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken to maintain a faithful reformed witness 

and pray that these might be blessed and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Canadian Reformed 

Churches. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter and assure 

them of the benefit flowing from last year’s delegation to the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and pray that the Canadian Reformed Churches, may in maintaining a 

faithful reformed witness, know God’s rich blessing on their work. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Christian Witness to Israel. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank Christian Witness to Israel for their letter of Christian 

greetings and for their account to the General Assembly of the work of CWI.  They pray 

for the furtherance of the Gospel amongst the Jewish people, knowing that the Gospel is 

to the Jew first, and look forward to receiving Delegates from CWI in future years. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from DayOne. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 
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The General Assembly thank DayOne for their letter and assure them of our Church’s 

wholehearted commitment to the sanctity of the Lord’s Day and their determination to 

defend and promote the 4th Commandment. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Heritage Reformed 

Congregations. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Heritage Reformed Congregations for their letter and are 

grateful to learn that they will have the opportunity to welcome DV in 2019 a delegate 

from the Heritage Reformed Congregations to their Assembly; they pray for God’s 

blessing on the work and witness of the Heritage Reformed Congregations and reciprocate 

Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Orthodox Presbyterian 

Church. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for their letter, rejoice 

that ecclesiastical fellowship has been restored, look forward to receiving a delegate from 

the OPC in 2019 and pray for God’s blessing on the work of the OPC. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the United Reformed 

Churches of North America. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the United Reformed Churches of North America for their 

letter and for the deepening of a warm relationship between our respective bodies, look 

forward to receiving a delegate to their General Assembly in 2019, and reciprocate 

Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Affinity. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank Affinity for their letter, look forward to receiving a delegate 

from Affinity to a future General Assembly, and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their 

stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty 

God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 
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3. The General Assembly thank each individual giver and every congregation for their 

sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of 

the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the 

Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using 

the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee that the Draft Budget for 2019 be approved and note that there is a 

projected deficit of £75,591; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund 

and encourage each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship 

and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past 

year; 

8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property 

funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application 

process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt 

submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 

managing financial affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all 

congregational treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the 

accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial 

Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year end December figures; 

11. The General Assembly approve the measures taken by the Committee in ensuring 

that the denomination’s cash deposit sums are further protected under the provisions 

of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme; 

12. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2018; 

13. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st 

July 2018 for each minister is £24,663; 

14. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each 

month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, 

in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry; 

15. The General Assembly repeal Act III (Class II) 1991, anent Grants and Loans by 

Church and Manse Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class II) 1988 anent Church and 

Manse Building Fund; 

16. The General Assembly approve the following Building Fund Guidelines. 
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Introduction 

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular 

contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those 

congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers.  

It is the Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will 

commend itself to all of our congregations as a means of fulfilling the 

Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping the weak. 

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary 

purposes: 

(A)  To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon 

the financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial 

help if it is not possible for the local congregation to continue making the 

agreed repayments. 

(B)  To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds 

which can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing 

in order to reduce overall interest costs. 

Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing 

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage 

under the provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building 

Fund Application form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee. The Deacons’ Court shall then first submit the fully 

documented Building Fund Application form in connection with each 

project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee. 

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and 

support of the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.  

Application forms received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

prior to Presbytery approval shall be considered only as part of the 

necessary information gathering process. 

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the 

suitability and standards of the proposed building, the funds available to 

the congregation from its own resources as well as those which may be 

available from other sources.  In particular, careful consideration shall be 

given to the congregation's capacity to meet the repayments of the 

borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their promised 

contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry.  The 

factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in 

respect of any application from a congregation may include specific 

matters not listed in this document and shall always have regard to the 

overall financial position of the Church at the time that the application is 

being considered. 

4. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed 

to an application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance & 
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Sustentation Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of 

local Deacons’ Courts.  It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to 

spread the benefits of the Fund as widely as possible throughout the 

Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation Committee will discourage 

applications for financial assistance in instances where the proposed 

building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can 

reasonably be justified.  The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall 

strive to achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where 

congregations consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to 

the General Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of 

the Bounds in regular form. 

5. In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building 

Projects, the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the 

nature and purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and 

the availability of a suitable site.  Ideally the site should already be in the 

ownership of the congregation. In such instances where a new build is 

being considered, the Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked 

to consider the factors outlined above and they shall thereafter report to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

6. Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should 

be submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  In the 

case of a proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the 

Details of Sale and Home Report.  Where an existing building is being 

considered as a proposed place of worship, a professionally prepared 

Condition Report and Valuation Survey should be submitted. 

7. The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the 

availability of additional funds for the project from central resources shall 

be final, but can be open to the process of review detailed in clause 4 

hereof. 

8. Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected 

to contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost.  The over-

riding desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the 

maintenance of Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in 

‘unusual’ circumstances the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be 

prepared to consider funding in excess of the norm for a place of residence 

for a minister.  Details of any such ‘unusual’ circumstances must be 

included in Section 3 of the Building Fund Application form and must also 

be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with documented evidence 

in Section 5. 

9. Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations 

shall be the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between 

the congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be 

legally binding.  The Funding Agreement document shall require to be 

signed by the respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down 

of funds will be permitted. 
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10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow 

money from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed 

appropriate, to enable them to provide financial assistance to local 

congregations.  In no case shall such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20 

years, and shall normally be for a maximum of 70% of the purchase price. 

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

provides is by way of commercially available building finance and the 

servicing of the borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by 

regular monthly contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be 

specified in advance in the Funding Agreement.  This may be subject to 

variation in keeping with possible changes in the interest rate.  The 

General Treasurer shall be required to report any shortfall in repayment of 

loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and the General 

Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period.  Any such 

decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.  

In cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it 

shall be competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission 

to sell the affected property.  The proceeds of sale of any such transaction 

will be dealt with as set out in clause 14 hereof. 

12. Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security 

against borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing), title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the 

General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust. 

13. Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions 

shall have a Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General 

Treasurer.  If at any time in the future the total debit amount appearing on 

that account has been fully discharged by financial contributions received 

from the congregation, it shall be competent for the congregation to apply 

to have title transferred to local trustees elected for the purpose in 

accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly.  The appropriate process 

for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly. 

14. Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General 

Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the 

relevant Acts of Assembly.  The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to 

the General Assembly routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and 

must be accompanied by full supporting documentation.  The first call on 

the proceeds of sale of such a duly authorised transaction shall be to clear 

off any remaining congregational debit balance on the Loan Repayment 

Account.  Subject to the terms of the Petition submitted for the purpose to 

the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the sale proceeds may be 

remitted to the congregation. 

Section (B) – Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt 

15. A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage 

repayments of all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will 
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be retained as an operating minimum in the Central Building Fund.  This 

contingency amount will be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly 

repayment of each congregation is achieved, and so to prevent any default 

and financial penalty that this would otherwise incur.  This contingency 

amount is to be replenished as a priority as funds are received into the 

Central Building Fund. 

16. In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund 

then the Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of 

urgency to plan a long-term response. 

17. To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in 

consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to 

the above contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all 

congregations repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse 

properties.  No distinction will apply, whether the mortgage was secured 

by the General Trustees through the Central Building Fund, or by local 

trustees directly from a financial lender.  The Finance & Sustentation 

Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments (as funds dictate) 

at each ordinary meeting of the Committee. 

18. Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the 

grant shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial 

lender, and the relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction.  

Where the individual Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant 

amount shall be transferred to the congregation’s account.  Central 

Building Fund grants must only be used toward the redemption of the 

identified mortgage. 

19. Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an 

alternative to, but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments. 

20. Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

of each congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment.  No 

other application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central 

Building Fund, though congregations may decline financial assistance by 

intimating this to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

21. To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and 

congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the 

Central Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness 

magazine and on the denomination’s web site. 

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all 

congregations equally, there may be occasions when a particular project 

might be prioritised by the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  The 

duration and purpose of any such specific project shall be clearly 

communicated and promoted throughout the church, as above, and by 

specific appeal. 

23. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by 

the General Assembly. 
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The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules 

Governing Central Building Fund; 

17. The General Assembly note, with gratitude to the Lord, the property developments in 

the Congregations of Partick, Shettleston and Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church 

when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in 

your Will to the attention of our congregations; the General Assembly also thank 

Rev. David Blunt and Mr Bill McQueer for their help in the printing and distribution 

of the revised leaflet; 

19. The General Assembly recommend the Ministerial Holiday Entitlement – Guidance 

Document to all Deacons’ Courts and Finance Committees; 

20. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly 

on Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class II) 1998, Act anent 

Sustentation Fund and Act XII (Class II) 1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – 

Amending Act XIII 1983; 

21. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the 

continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his 

duties in the past year; 

22. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her 

diligence and efficiency over another year; 

23. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of 

the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year; 

24. The General Assembly recognise the prudence of maintaining cash reserves of 

£300,000. 

25. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations 

and the particular challenges faced at local level; 

26. The General Assembly approve the following Death-in-Service Scheme: 

i. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the 

estate of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, 

who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his death. 

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the 

estate of each    employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his 

or her death. 

ii. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will 

be paid to the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the 

United Kingdom, at the time of his death. 

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of 

each employee, beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death. 

This figure is to be reviewed biennially. 
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27. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act 

XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, 

subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal 

Dividend; 

28. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels 

including the mileage rate of 32p per mile; 

29. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit 

supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

30. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr 

Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year in the Congregations of Assynt 

& Eddrachillis and Poolewe & Aultbea. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

 

Paragraph 26 of the Proposed Deliverance be deleted and replaced by the following: 

The General Assembly direct the Committee of Finance & Sustentation to investigate 

further the possible introduction of a Death in Service Scheme, the Committee to report to 

the 2019 General Assembly with proposals which take due cognizance of both need and 

equity. 

 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

 

Wherefore 

 

1. Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their 

stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty 

God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual giver and every congregation for their 

sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of 

the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the 

Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using 

the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee that the Draft Budget for 2019 be approved and note that there is a 

projected deficit of £75,591; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund 

and encourage each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship 

and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past 

year; 
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8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property 

funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application 

process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt 

submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 

managing financial affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all 

congregational treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the 

accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial 

Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year end December figures; 

11. The General Assembly approve the measures taken by the Committee in ensuring 

that the denomination’s cash deposit sums are further protected under the provisions 

of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme; 

12. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2018; 

13. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st 

July 2018 for each minister is £24,663; 

14. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each 

month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, 

in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry; 

15. The General Assembly repeal Act III (Class II) 1991, anent Grants and Loans by 

Church and Manse Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class II) 1988 anent Church and 

Manse Building Fund; 

16. The General Assembly approve the following Building Fund Guidelines. 

Introduction 

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular 

contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those 

congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers.  

It is the Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will 

commend itself to all of our congregations as a means of fulfilling the 

Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping the weak. 

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary 

purposes: 

(A)  To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon 

the financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial 

help if it is not possible for the local congregation to continue making the 

agreed repayments. 

(B)  To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds 

which can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing 

in order to reduce overall interest costs. 
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Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing 

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage 

under the provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building 

Fund Application form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee. The Deacons’ Court shall then first submit the fully 

documented Building Fund Application form in connection with each 

project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee. 

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and 

support of the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.  

Application forms received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

prior to Presbytery approval shall be considered only as part of the 

necessary information gathering process. 

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the 

suitability and standards of the proposed building, the funds available to 

the congregation from its own resources as well as those which may be 

available from other sources.  In particular, careful consideration shall be 

given to the congregation's capacity to meet the repayments of the 

borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their promised 

contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry.  The 

factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in 

respect of any application from a congregation may include specific 

matters not listed in this document and shall always have regard to the 

overall financial position of the Church at the time that the application is 

being considered. 

4. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed 

to an application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance & 

Sustentation Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of 

local Deacons’ Courts.  It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to 

spread the benefits of the Fund as widely as possible throughout the 

Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation Committee will discourage 

applications for financial assistance in instances where the proposed 

building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can 

reasonably be justified.  The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall 

strive to achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where 

congregations consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to 

the General Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of 

the Bounds in regular form. 

5. In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building 

Projects, the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the 

nature and purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and 

the availability of a suitable site.  Ideally the site should already be in the 

ownership of the congregation. In such instances where a new build is 

being considered, the Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked 

to consider the factors outlined above and they shall thereafter report to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee. 
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6. Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should 

be submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  In the 

case of a proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the 

Details of Sale and Home Report.  Where an existing building is being 

considered as a proposed place of worship, a professionally prepared 

Condition Report and Valuation Survey should be submitted. 

7. The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the 

availability of additional funds for the project from central resources shall 

be final, but can be open to the process of review detailed in clause 4 

hereof. 

8. Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected 

to contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost.  The over-

riding desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the 

maintenance of Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in 

‘unusual’ circumstances the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be 

prepared to consider funding in excess of the norm for a place of residence 

for a minister.  Details of any such ‘unusual’ circumstances must be 

included in Section 3 of the Building Fund Application form and must also 

be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with documented evidence 

in Section 5. 

9. Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations 

shall be the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between 

the congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be 

legally binding.  The Funding Agreement document shall require to be 

signed by the respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down 

of funds will be permitted. 

10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow 

money from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed 

appropriate, to enable them to provide financial assistance to local 

congregations.  In no case shall such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20 

years, and shall normally be for a maximum of 70% of the purchase price. 

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

provides is by way of commercially available building finance and the 

servicing of the borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by 

regular monthly contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be 

specified in advance in the Funding Agreement.  This may be subject to 

variation in keeping with possible changes in the interest rate.  The 

General Treasurer shall be required to report any shortfall in repayment of 

loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and the General 

Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period.  Any such 

decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.  

In cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it 

shall be competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission 

to sell the affected property.  The proceeds of sale of any such transaction 

will be dealt with as set out in clause 14 hereof. 
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12. Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security 

against borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing), title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the 

General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust. 

13. Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions 

shall have a Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General 

Treasurer.  If at any time in the future the total debit amount appearing on 

that account has been fully discharged by financial contributions received 

from the congregation, it shall be competent for the congregation to apply 

to have title transferred to local trustees elected for the purpose in 

accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly.  The appropriate process 

for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly. 

14. Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General 

Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the 

relevant Acts of Assembly.  The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to 

the General Assembly routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and 

must be accompanied by full supporting documentation.  The first call on 

the proceeds of sale of such a duly authorised transaction shall be to clear 

off any remaining congregational debit balance on the Loan Repayment 

Account.  Subject to the terms of the Petition submitted for the purpose to 

the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the sale proceeds may be 

remitted to the congregation. 

Section (B) – Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt 

15. A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage 

repayments of all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will 

be retained as an operating minimum in the Central Building Fund.  This 

contingency amount will be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly 

repayment of each congregation is achieved, and so to prevent any default 

and financial penalty that this would otherwise incur.  This contingency 

amount is to be replenished as a priority as funds are received into the 

Central Building Fund. 

16. In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund 

then the Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of 

urgency to plan a long-term response. 

17. To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in 

consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to 

the above contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all 

congregations repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse 

properties.  No distinction will apply, whether the mortgage was secured 

by the General Trustees through the Central Building Fund, or by local 

trustees directly from a financial lender.  The Finance & Sustentation 

Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments (as funds dictate) 

at each ordinary meeting of the Committee. 

18. Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the 

grant shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial 
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lender, and the relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction.  

Where the individual Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant 

amount shall be transferred to the congregation’s account.  Central 

Building Fund grants must only be used toward the redemption of the 

identified mortgage. 

19. Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an 

alternative to, but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments. 

20. Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

of each congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment.  No 

other application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central 

Building Fund, though congregations may decline financial assistance by 

intimating this to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

21. To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and 

congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the 

Central Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness 

magazine and on the denomination’s web site. 

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all 

congregations equally, there may be occasions when a particular project  

23. might be prioritised by the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  The 

duration and purpose of any such specific project shall be clearly 

communicated and promoted throughout the church, as above, and by 

specific appeal. 

24. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by 

the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules 

Governing Central Building Fund; 

17. The General Assembly note, with gratitude to the Lord, the property developments in 

the Congregations of Partick, Shettleston and Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church 

when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in 

your Will to the attention of our congregations; the General Assembly also thank 

Rev. David Blunt and Mr Bill McQueer for their help in the printing and distribution 

of the revised leaflet; 

19. The General Assembly recommend the Ministerial Holiday Entitlement – Guidance 

Document to all Deacons’ Courts and Finance Committees; 

20. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly 

on Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class II) 1998, Act anent 

Sustentation Fund and Act XII (Class II) 1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – 

Amending Act XIII 1983; 

21. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the 

continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his 

duties in the past year; 
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22. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her 

diligence and efficiency over another year; 

23. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of 

the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year; 

24. The General Assembly recognise the prudence of maintaining cash reserves of 

£300,000. 

25. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations 

and the particular challenges faced at local level; 

26. The General Assembly approve the following Death-in-Service Scheme: 

i. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the 

estate of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, 

who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his death. 

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the 

estate of each    employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his 

or her death. 

ii. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will be 

paid to the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the United 

Kingdom, at the time of his death. 

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of each 

employee, beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death. 

This figure is to be reviewed biennially. 

27. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act 

XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, 

subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal 

Dividend; 

28. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels 

including the mileage rate of 32p per mile; 

29. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit 

supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

30. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr 

Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year in the Congregations of Assynt 

& Eddrachillis and Poolewe & Aultbea. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the General Trustees which being 

printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Chairman of the Trustees who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 
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1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees 

for their continuing work on behalf of the Church; 

2. The General Assembly note the rôle of the General Trustees in the purchase of  

buildings by the Church  for the use of Congregations.  They express their thanks to 

Mr Alasdair Buchanan of Drummond Miller LLP for his assistance and advice, 

always courteously given, on the legal issues arising from these transactions; 

3. The General Assembly note the outcome of the General Trustees’ consultations with 

Presbyteries and Deacons’ Courts regarding registration for charitable purposes.  

They approve the Trustees’ proposal that discretion be left to Deacons’ Courts as to 

whether they continue to operate under the present system of denominational 

registration or opt to apply for registration on a congregational basis.  Where the 

latter option is preferred the Deacons’ Court concerned shall submit the necessary 

application to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator and notify the General 

Trustees of their intentions.  The General Assembly instruct the Trustees, assisted as 

necessary by the General Treasurer, to provide any relevant assistance to Deacons’ 

Courts wishing to apply for registration on behalf of their Congregations.  In the 

interests of uniformity, the General Assembly further instruct the Trustees to prepare 

and circulate to all Deacons’ Courts a form of words on constitutional matters to be 

used in such applications; 

4. The General Assembly note recent developments concerning the dwelling house at 

21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, and on a sale being effected instruct the General Trustees to 

take forward the registration of the title of the property in their name; 

5. The General Assembly note the retirement from office of Mr John MacDonald on 

reaching the maximum age of service, and the resignations of Mr Timothy Nixon and 

Mr Donald Martin.  They thank these brethren for their service as Trustees and pray 

that they may know the Lord’s blessing in their continuing work for His cause; 

6. The General Assembly take this opportunity of thanking Mr John MacKenzie, who 

retired from office at last Assembly, for his ten years’ service as a Trustee, five of 

them as Chairman, and also for his wider work in a range of capacities on behalf of 

the Church; 

7. The General Assembly approve the appointments of Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Mr 

Thomas MacInnes and Dr Andrew Naylor as General Trustees.  They also approve 

the current Roll of Trustees as follows: 

Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn; 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree; 

Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees 

and for his continued diligence throughout the year.  They are also grateful to Mr 

Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his professional assistance and advice. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody, 

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on 

Psalmody and thank the Committee, especially the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly note with gratitude the reprint of the staff version of The 

Scottish Psalmody; 

3. The General Assembly note with gratitude the completion of the programme of 

Worthy to be Praised instruction CDs and the Praise the Lord compilation CD.  The 

General Assembly express their grateful thanks to Rev. William Scott and Mrs. 

Isobel Scott and their team of singers and production experts for spearheading the 

Worthy to be Praised project and the Compilation Disk production, and bringing 

these to a successful conclusion; 

4. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those 

who took part in the Psalmody Test and thank all who helped them as well as those 

who tested them. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 22nd day of May 2018 years at  6.30 o’clock evening       Sess. 3. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

There was an Order of the Day at 6:45 o’clock for the Presentation of the Sabbath School 

& Bible Class Awards.  The following award winners were introduced to the Moderator, 

suitably addressed and presented with their awards: 

Sarah G. Craig, Stornoway  Sabbath School Award 

Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway  Bible Class Award 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-

convener;      

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk; 

3. The General Assembly note the completion of the revision of the Sabbath School and 

Bible Class Workbooks.  They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been 

achieved thus far to that end and commend the use of the Sabbath School and Bible 

Class Workbooks; 

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so 

freely give of their time; 
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5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, making 

and marking the annual Sabbath School & Bible Class examination papers; 

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and 

congratulate those who participated this year; 

7. The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter 

Catechism Diploma and encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to 

promote the Scheme; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan for their faithful work in 

organising the All-Age Holiday and would encourage them both as they undertake 

the work again this year; 

9. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation to discontinue the 

All-Age Holiday next year, unless a cheaper venue can be found; 

10. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for 

their faithful leadership of the Youth Camp and the Senior Camp, respectively; they 

also thank Joan MacKintosh, Liz MacKay, Katrina Mackay, Matthew Kirkland, 

Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum Smith; 

11. The General Assembly commend Christian education to the prayerful interest of the 

wider Church; 

12. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation for the development 

of a page on the Church website to facilitate and promote Christian Educational 

resources and information; 

13. The General Assembly approve in principle the setting up of a dedicated fund for 

assistance with Christian education within the denomination and remit the matter to 

the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee for further consideration; 

14. The General Assembly approve in principle of the holding of an annual conference 

dedicated to Christian education, and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee  for further consideration; 

15. The General Assembly commend all those involved in education, whether in the 

State sector or in the different forms of Christian education, to the prayers of the 

Church. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Kenneth Stewart  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 

Rev. Dr John P Wilson  — Presbyterian Church of Australia 

Rev. John Hawthorne  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 
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The General Assembly took up consideration of the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries 

Committee which being printed and in the hands of members was referred to be the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed 

Presbyteries as being territorial, but that after the Disruption the phraseology of the 

Church became such that there was less emphasis on the territorial nature of the 

Church, which emphasis was further weakened following the events of 1900 and the 

numerical decline in the Church since; 

3. The General Assembly, whilst recognising that today, in some situations, for many 

practical purposes, the territorial aspect has almost been lost sight of, note that there 

are practical benefits in retaining such a view in that it is a reminder that, in the mind 

of the Scottish Church, Ministers and Sessions have a responsibility for all the souls 

who live in the vicinity within which they are placed, stresses the benefits of 

attending a “local Congregation”, and is a reminder to Presbyteries that they have 

responsibility for Church extension within their bounds; 

4. The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed its 

primary responsibility to be Scotland, but that this has not precluded involvement in 

areas furth of Scotland, especially, but not limited to “colonial” and mission 

situations; 

5. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland shall be under 

the supervision of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee; 

6. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within the 

British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed under 

the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such 

Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected 

by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has 

superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this 

provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching 

Stations; 

7. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland and outwith 

the British Isles which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery shall be placed 

under the superintendence of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in 

loco synodi.; 

8. The General Assembly note that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee retain a 

supervisory and facilitatory rôle where Presbyteries exist furth of Scotland;   

9. The General Assembly thank the Committee for their helpful explanation of the role 

of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee in supervising Congregations and 

Presbyteries furth of Scotland and instruct a copy of the Report of the Presbytery 

Boundaries Committee to the General Assembly of 2018 be furnished to all 

Congregations and Presbyteries furth of Scotland;   
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10. The General Assembly instruct that a copy of the Report of the Presbytery 

Boundaries Committee to the General Assembly of 2018 be furnished to the Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee who shall engross sections 1-4 of the said Report in 

their permanent Record; 

11. The General Assembly reaffirm the Acts of Assembly anent Retiral of Ministers, Act 

I 1981 and Act IV 1991;  

12. The General Assembly commend the advice of the Committee anent Assessors to 

Presbyteries that the Reasons for the appointment of Assessors may include: 

i. to enable a Presbytery depleted in ministerial numbers to function  

ii. to enable a Presbytery depleted in number of available elders to function 

iii. to provide assistance to a Presbytery dealing with situations of particular 

difficulty and requiring additional expertise, for example in a difficult 

disciplinary case 

iv. to provide for specialist expertise and experience in Church procedure in the 

unusual case of where this is lacking within the membership of the Presbytery 

v. to enable a retired Minister who resides in but is not a member of the 

Presbytery of the Bounds to more fully assist the Presbytery in the oversight 

of Congregations and the provision of Gospel ordinances within the Bounds.  

In the past, there are examples of a retired Minister in a locality acting as the 

effective Resident Supply and being engaged as Interim Moderator by a 

Presbytery; 

further, the General Assembly remind Presbyteries that all Petitions from 

Presbyteries for General Assessors should be specific as to the reasons for the request 

made, and that any appointments made by the General Assembly shall be in the light 

of the terms of the Petition; 

13. The General Assembly thank and discharge the Committee. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern 

Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms: 

 

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 21 May 2018.  The Petition of the Free Northern 

Presbytery humbly shows that: 

1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted; 

2. Whereas Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds; 

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has been of immense assistance in 

the effective functioning of Presbytery; 

Wherefore 
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May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint 

General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year, or do 

otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and 

Rev. Davide Ratti General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Southern 

Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms: 

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 21st May 2018 the Petition of the Free Southern 

Presbytery humbly sheweth that: 

1. Whereas the General Assembly of 2014 admitted Rev. E.T. Kirkland and his 

congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh to the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing); 

2. Whereas the said General Assembly appointed Rev. E.T. Kirkland a General 

Assessor to the Free Southern Presbytery and this appointment has been renewed by 

subsequent General Assemblies; 

3. Whereas this arrangement has continued to be of mutual benefit to the Presbytery and 

to Mr Kirkland; 

Wherefore: 

May it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint 

Rev. E.T. Kirkland a General Assessor to the Free Southern Presbytery for the 

forthcoming year: 

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Southern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of General Assessors and grant its crave to the extent that the General 

Assembly, noting Paragraph 6 of  their finding on the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries 

Committee, namely 

The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within 

the British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed 

under the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such 

Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected 

by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has 

superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this 

provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching 

Stations 
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direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed under the superintendence 

of the Free Southern Presbytery. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within  Liberton Kirk there 

the 23rd day tof May 2018 years at 9 o’clock forenoon       Sess. 4. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following 

took part at the request of the Moderator: 

Kenneth Macdonald, William MacLeod, John MacLeod (Tarbat),  

Allan Murray, James Wanliss, Calum Smith, Ewan Wilson, Graeme Craig 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by 

the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, 

Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They 

encourage Congregations and individuals to inform the Committee of local matters of 

particular spiritual and moral concern that might be helped by being more widely 

known and by being addressed by the Committee; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing concerns relating to the Named Person 

Scheme and Child Protection issues.  They renew their direction to the Committee on 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals to investigate the relationship of the Named 

Person legislation and the implementation of the existing Child Protection system 

and report to next General Assembly with recommendations for both the 

denomination and for Christian parents.  At the same time they continue to pray that 

the scheme will ultimately be withdrawn; 

4. The General Assembly note the work done by the Committee to date in collating the 

views of MSPs in relation to the proposed changes to the definition of child abuse to 

include smacking.  They instruct the Committee to raise the serious dangers of this 

proposal with politicians and the public; 

5. The General Assembly affirm that the bodily remains of citizens are not the property 

of the State and record their profound concern that proposed legislation in relation to 

Organ Donation might undermine this principle.  They instruct the Committee to 

continue to monitor this area and raise all suitable Biblical objections to it; 

7.  Petition (Cont.) 

 
8. Adjournment 

 

1.  Constitute 

 
 

2.  Devotional 
Exercises 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

3.  Minutes 

 
 

4.  Report of the 
Committee on 

Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals  

 

 

 

 

 

First Motion 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

22ND  MAY 

Tuesday 

Evening 

23RD  MAY 

Wednesday 

Forenoon 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2018] 51 

 

 

6. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to persevere with their research 

into the United Kingdom’s political relations with the Vatican; 

7. The General Assembly note the proposals of the Committee in relation to the proper 

direction of its resources to the effect that: 

i. the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations. 

ii. the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern. 

iii. the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups: 

A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose 

material in this area can be referred to. 

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view. 

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but 

these are not being addressed by other groups. 

iv. the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues 

that fall into category (A). 

v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and 

(C) as appropriate. 

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as 

the Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations. 

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over 

the proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and 

(b) invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts; 

8. The General Assembly direct the Committee to investigate the whole area of the 

practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the 

rule of Christ as King of nations, and report back with their recommendations to the 

next General Assembly. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

That paragraph 7 of the Proposed Deliverance be amended to read. 

The General Assembly, reaffirming that it remains the remit of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee to make representation nationally on behalf of the 

denomination on matters of public concern, note the proposals of the Committee in 

relation to the proper direction of its resources to the effect that: 

i. the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations. 

ii. the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern. 

iii. the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups: 

A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose material in 

this area can be referred to. 

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view. 

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but 

these are not being addressed by other groups. 

iv. the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues that 

fall into category (A). 
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v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and (C) 

as appropriate. 

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as the 

Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations. 

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over the 

proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and (b) 

invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts; 

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted 

the amendment. 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, 

Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They 

encourage Congregations and individuals to inform the Committee of local matters of 

particular spiritual and moral concern that might be helped by being more widely 

known and by being addressed by the Committee; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing concerns relating to the Named Person 

Scheme and Child Protection issues.  They renew their direction to the Committee on 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals to investigate the relationship of the Named 

Person legislation and the implementation of the existing Child Protection system 

and report to next General Assembly with recommendations for both the 

denomination and for Christian parents.  At the same time they continue to pray that 

the scheme will ultimately be withdrawn; 

4. The General Assembly note the work done by the Committee to date in collating the 

views of MSPs in relation to the proposed changes to the definition of child abuse to 

include smacking.  They instruct the Committee to raise the serious dangers of this 

proposal with politicians and the public; 

5. The General Assembly affirm that the bodily remains of citizens are not the property 

of the State and record their profound concern that proposed legislation in relation to 

Organ Donation might undermine this principle.  They instruct the Committee to 

continue to monitor this area and raise all suitable Biblical objections to it; 

6. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to persevere with their research 

into the United Kingdom’s political relations with the Vatican; 

7. The General Assembly, reaffirming that it remains the remit of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee to make representation nationally on behalf of the 

denomination on matters of public concern, note the proposals of the Committee in 

relation to the proper direction of its resources to the effect that: 

i. the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations. 

ii. the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern. 

iii. the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups: 
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First Motion 

A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose 

material in this area can be referred to. 

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view. 

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but 

these are not being addressed by other groups. 

iv. the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues 

that fall into category (A). 

v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and 

(C) as appropriate. 

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as 

the Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations. 

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over 

the proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and 

(b) invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts; 

8. The General Assembly direct the Committee to investigate the whole area of the 

practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the 

rule of Christ as King of nations, and report back with their recommendations to the 

next General Assembly. 

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Dr Sid Garland  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

Mr Callum Webster  — Christian Institute 

Rev. David Whitla  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

Standing Orders of Assembly be suspended and any proposed amendments or addenda to 

the proposed deliverances of the Legal Advice & Property Committee or the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee (B) Nominations be called for at 2pm 

Wednesday. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications, 

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

There were presented to the Moderator Mr Glenn & Mrs Myra Fraser upon their retiral as 

Book Organisers.  After expressing the gratitude of the Assembly and Church at large to 

Mr & Mrs Fraser for their work as Book Organisers, the Moderator presented them with a 

token of appreciation. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 
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Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener 

and Clerk;  

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 

for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer 

respectively;   

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design 

for his work on design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s 

magazines; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the 

puzzle page for The Explorer; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.6 The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of 

recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They send to Mrs 

Furzer their prayerful good wishes; 

2.7 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s 

commencement of the work of recording the Church magazines for the visually 

impaired.  They commend this important work and encourage ministers and others 

to make this ministry more widely known; 

2.8 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution 

of tapes of recordings to the visually impaired;  

2.9 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church 

Witness and The Explorer over a period of time.  They direct the Committee to 

investigate and implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational 

magazine;  

2.10 The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular 

June issue of the Free Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News 

magazine for evangelistic and other purposes.  They pray that the Lord will bless 

the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland might be turned to the King 

of kings; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions 

Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of 

Church magazines and publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing, 

material in the series ‘Finding out about…’ and encourage the Committee as they 

oversee this important part of their work, whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim 

Moderators and others to bring these publications before their Congregations; 

3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events 

leading up to and following the division of 2000.  They note both the length of time 
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this work has been in progress and also the need for the record to be set straight, 

and therefore press all concerned to have made significant progress to a conclusion 

of the work by the next General Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are 

pursuing and pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and 

constancy as they seek to advance them; 

3.4 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and 

distributing the Committee’s publications; 

3.5 The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on 

health grounds, and note that the Committee is ceasing this work.  They thank Mr 

Fraser for his dedication and enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years, 

and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr and Mrs Fraser with good health; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially 

Rev. Bert Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M. 

Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as editorial overseers.  They encourage the 

Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the website to increase its 

usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors; 

4.2 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account 

and a Facebook Page continues to create interest.  They pray that the spread of 

Scripture through these social platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of 

the recent Spring Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which 

granted the use of their building.  They urge ministers to promote the Conference 

and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications 

Committee within the Presbytery of the United States.  They pray that their 

endeavours at restarting the publication of a magazine and establishing their own 

imprint might be greatly blessed; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and 

distribution of audio CDs; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on 

gathering information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  They note the 

complicating development in publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, 

but in agreeing in principle to the Committee approaching the Free Church 

(Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ particularly, but not 

exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the General Assembly expect 

the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing threatening in the production of 

the said Annals shall take place, or anything injurious appears in print to the 

detriment of those ministers purportedly disciplined in the year 2000; the 

Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice & Property Committee, to report 

to the next General Assembly its findings and recommendations thereanent; 

9. The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of 

the video footage of the events surrounding 2000.  They encourage the Committee 
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to explore ways in which some of this singularly unique material could be 

incorporated into a wider video production;  

10. The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church 

Directory’ and commend the same to all interested parties; 

11. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the 

Church’s Media Officer over the past year. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

Paragraph 2.10 be deleted and other paragraphs re-numbered accordingly.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

Standing Orders be suspended to allow a motion to be brought on the Proposed 

Deliverance to the Report of the Publications Committee. 

It was further moved and seconded that  

The General Assembly direct the Publications Committee to publish a new edition of The 

subordinate Standards & Other Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland.  

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted 

the third motion. 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener 

and Clerk;  

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 

for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer 

respectively;   

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design 

for his work on design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s 

magazines; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the 

puzzle page for The Explorer; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.6 The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of 

recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They send to Mrs 

Furzer their prayerful good wishes; 
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2.7 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s 

commencement of the work of recording the Church magazines for the visually 

impaired.  They commend this important work and encourage ministers and others 

to make this ministry more widely known; 

2.8 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution 

of tapes of recordings to the visually impaired;  

2.9 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church 

Witness and The Explorer over a period of time.  They direct the Committee to 

investigate and implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational 

magazine;  

2.10 The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular 

June issue of the Free Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News 

magazine for evangelistic and other purposes.  They pray that the Lord will bless 

the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland might be turned to the King 

of kings; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions 

Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of 

Church magazines and publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing, 

material in the series ‘Finding out about…’ and encourage the Committee as they 

oversee this important part of their work, whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim 

Moderators and others to bring these publications before their Congregations; 

3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events 

leading up to and following the division of 2000.  They note both the length of time 

this work has been in progress and also the need for the record to be set straight, 

and therefore press all concerned to have made significant progress to a conclusion 

of the work by the next General Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are 

pursuing and pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and 

constancy as they seek to advance them; 

3.4 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and 

distributing the Committee’s publications; 

3.5 The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on 

health grounds, and note that the Committee is ceasing this work.  They thank Mr 

Fraser for his dedication and enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years, 

and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr and Mrs Fraser with good health; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially 

Rev. Bert Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M. 

Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as editorial overseers.  They encourage the 

Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the website to increase its 

usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors; 
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4.2 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account 

and a Facebook Page continues to create interest.  They pray that the spread of 

Scripture through these social platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of 

the recent Spring Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which 

granted the use of their building.  They urge ministers to promote the Conference 

and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications 

Committee within the Presbytery of the United States.  They pray that their 

endeavours at restarting the publication of a magazine and establishing their own 

imprint might be greatly blessed; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and 

distribution of audio CDs; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on 

gathering information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  They note 

the complicating development in publishing the Annals of the Free Church of 

Scotland, but in agreeing in principle to the Committee approaching the Free 

Church (Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ 

particularly, but not exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the 

General Assembly expect the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing 

threatening in the production of the said Annals shall take place, or anything 

injurious appears in print to the detriment of those ministers purportedly 

disciplined in the year 2000; the Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice 

& Property Committee, to report to the next General Assembly its findings and 

recommendations thereanent; 

9. The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of 

the video footage of the events surrounding 2000.  They encourage the Committee 

to explore ways in which some of this singularly unique material could be 

incorporated into a wider video production;  

10. The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church 

Directory’ and commend the same to all interested parties; 

11. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the 

Church’s Media Officer over the past year. 

12. The General Assembly direct the Publications Committee to publish a new edition 

of The subordinate Standards.& Other Authoritative Documents of the Free 

Church of Scotland.  

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to 

by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and 

also the Clerk for his diligent efforts throughout the year; 
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2. The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent 

service over several years; 

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William 

Macleod and Rev. James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers 

of the Church;   

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their 

work over the past year; 

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and 

students in the Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation; 

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial 

Visitation of the Seminary undertaken by them and instruct the Committee to bring 

their final Report and recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a 

meeting of the Commission of Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the 

prayers of the Church. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

 

The following be added as an Addendum: 

The General Assembly direct the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, in 

consultation with the Finance & Sustentation Committee, to review funding arrangements 

for Candidates for the Ministry.  

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted 

the Addendum. 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and 

also the Clerk for his diligent efforts throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent 

service over several years; 

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William 

Macleod and Rev. James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers 

of the Church;   

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their 

work over the past year; 

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and 

students in the Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation; 

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial 

Visitation of the Seminary undertaken by them and instruct the Committee to bring 
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their final Report and recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a 

meeting of the Commission of Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the 

prayers of the Church; 

8. The General Assembly direct the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, 

in consultation with the Finance & Sustentation Committee, to review funding 

arrangements for Candidates for the Ministry. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in Liberton Kirk at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

the 23rd day of May 2018 years at 6.30 o’clock evening     Sess. 5. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign 

Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & 

Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, 

for his continued faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his 

wife and family to the prayers of our people; 

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the 

Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh and their outreach work at Portavogie; 

4. The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month 

to the Ballyclare & Doagh Congregation effective from the cessation of the current 

arrangements, up to and inclusive of May 2019; 

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work under the pastoral care of Rev. Jorge 

Ruiz Ortiz and commend it to the prayers and financial support of our people.  They 

thank Mr Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain 

and further afield.  They commend the various efforts made to further the Lord’s 

cause and commend this work to our praying people; 

6. The General Assembly commend the London outreach under the care of the 

Knightswood Kirk Session and seek to encourage all those involved in the work; 

7. The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee, no 

satisfactory reply has yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees.  They 
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recommend that no further financial assistance be given to the work and encourage 

our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead; 

8. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and 

approve an increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up 

until February 2021, after which it will be reviewed again.  The General Assembly 

assure her of their full support for her dedicated work amongst the children in the 

Christian schools; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work 

in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S N V Partheepan.  They commend Mr 

Partheepan for his tireless service and commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the 

prayers of our people; 

10. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon 

Christian Care for their generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in 

Sri Lanka; 

11. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States 

of America and encourage their brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work; 

12. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths 

Falls and commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of 

the Church; 

13. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by 

Hudson Taylor Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a 

number of our ministers to this work and encourage those who are able to give their 

services to this most worthy endeavour.  They note the increasing pressures being 

brought by the State upon the Church in that land and commit our fellow believers 

there to the protection of Almighty God.  

It was also moved and seconded that  

Paragraph 8 be deleted and replaced with: 

The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and approve an 

increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up until May 2021, 

or until her work in Christian Primary schools via Christian Education Ministry in Zambia 

terminates, whichever comes first, after which it shall be reviewed again. The General 

Assembly assure Miss Hendriksen of their full support for her dedicated work amongst 

the children in the Christian schools.  

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted 

the amendment. 

Wherefore 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & 

Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, 

for his continued faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his 

wife and family to the prayers of our people; 
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3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the 

Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh and their outreach work at Portavogie; 

4. The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month 

to the Ballyclare & Doagh Congregation effective from the cessation of the current 

arrangements, up to and inclusive of May 2019; 

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work under the pastoral care of Rev. Jorge 

Ruiz Ortiz and commend it to the prayers and financial support of our people.  They 

thank Mr Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain 

and further afield.  They commend the various efforts made to further the Lord’s 

cause and commend this work to our praying people; 

6. The General Assembly commend the London outreach under the care of the 

Knightswood Kirk Session and seek to encourage all those involved in the work; 

7. The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee, no 

satisfactory reply has yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees.  They 

recommend that no further financial assistance be given to the work and encourage 

our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead; 

8. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and 

approve an increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up 

until May 2021, or until her work in Christian Primary schools via Christian 

Education Ministry in Zambia terminates, whichever comes first, after which it shall 

be reviewed again. The General Assembly assure Miss Hendriksen of their full 

support for her dedicated work amongst the children in the Christian schools; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work 

in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S N V Partheepan.  They commend Mr 

Partheepan for his tireless service and commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the 

prayers of our people; 

10. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon 

Christian Care for their generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in 

Sri Lanka; 

11. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States 

of America and encourage their brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work; 

12. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths 

Falls and commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of 

the Church; 

13. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by 

Hudson Taylor Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a 

number of our ministers to this work and encourage those who are able to give their 

services to this most worthy endeavour.  They note the increasing pressures being 

brought by the State upon the Church in that land and commit our fellow believers 

there to the protection of Almighty God.  
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There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Missionary Delegates. 

Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly. 

Rev. Edgar Lopez and Rev. Jose Fernandez, Casa Del Alfarero Church, Chicago, were 

introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly. 

Rev. William B. Scott, speaking on behalf of the Reformed Continuing Church in 

Columbia, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly. 

Rev. Andrew Allan, Hudson Taylor Ministries, was introduced to the Moderator and 

invited to address the Assembly. 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates, and after 

devotional exercises Rev. John W. Keddie led the General Assembly in prayer. 

There was an Order of the Day at 9.15 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Robin Tso — Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegate. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Thursday at 9 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 24th day of May 2018 years at 9 o’clock forenoon     Sess. 6. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Legal Advice & 

Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Legal Advice & Property 

Committee and thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for 

their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly approve the recommendation of the Committee to continue in 

its efforts on behalf of the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court and direct the Committee to 

ensure that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is adequately represented in all 

legal matters by legal Agents competent to protect and pursue the legal interests of 

the denomination; 
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3. The General Assembly support the Committee in expressing gratitude to Mr Maurice 

Grant for his role in pursuing Marriage Authorisation for the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly approve the recommendations of the Committee to Deacons’ 

Courts & Finance Committees to take cognizance of all legal requirements 

concerning their properties. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee (B) Nominations, which being printed and in the hands of 

members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the 

Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these 

Committees in accordance with the printed lists with the following changes: 

GROUP 1 

Mr James I. Gracie, Convener, Finance & Sustentation Committee [1] in place of Mr 

James Clark [4] 

Mr Calum MacLeod, Vice-convener Legal Advice & Property Committee  

GROUP 2 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [4] in place of Mr David Morrison [3].0 

Mr Chris Reeder [2] 

Mr Warren Gardner [4] 

GROUP 3 

Mr Alasdair MacLeod, Vice-convener, Welfare of Youth & Education 

Mr James Wanliss [4] 

Mr Jonathan Mattull [2] 

Wherefore 
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GROUP 1 

 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE & 

 PROPERTY 

 

Ministers  

Mr William B. Scott [4]  

Mr Calum Smith, Vice-convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [4] 

Mr Iain Smith, Convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3] 

Mr James I. Gracie, Convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [1] 

 

 

 

Elders 

Mr Calum Macleod, (Point),  

Vice-convener, Legal Advice & Property 

Committee [2] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [2] 

Mr John MacRae [1] 

Dr James Millar [1] 

The  General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Finance & Sustentation Committee 

GROUP 2 

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

 

Ministers 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod [4] 

Mr Warren E. Gardener [4] 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener, Public 

Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [3] 

Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,  

Publications Committee [2] 

Mr Andrew Allan, Convener, Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee [1] 

 

 

 

Elders 

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener, 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee [4] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [4] 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener, 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee [3] 

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener, 

Publications Committee [2] 

Mr Christopher P. Reeder [2] 

 

 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee 

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 
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GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

 

Ministers 

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener, Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee [4] 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Vice-Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and Vice-

convener, Welfare of Youth & Education [2] 

Mr Jonathan Mattull [2] 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener, Assembly  

Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

and Convener, Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee [1] 

Mr Richard R. Ross, Convener, Welfare of 

Youth & Education Committee [1] 

 

Elders 

Mr James Wanliss [4] 

Mr Glenn Fraser, Vice-convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee [3] 

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin) [3] 

Mr Peter Thurlow [2] 

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee [2] 

 

 

 

The Editor of the Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly 

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee   

 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

Ministers 

Mr John W. Keddie [3] 

Mr James I. Gracie [3] 

Mr John MacLeod, (Tarbat), Convener [2] 

 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser [4] 

Mr Calum Macleod, (Point), 

Vice-convener [3] 

 

  

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

Rev. Raymond A. Kemp, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod (Snizort), Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of 

Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

1. The Committee had before it the Records from the following: the Mainland 

Synod; the Western Synod; the Presbytery of Inverness, the Northern Presbytery, 

the Southern Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides, the Presbytery of 

Skye & Lochcarron, and the Presbytery of the United States of America; the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee, the Legal Advice & Property Committee, the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the Publications Committee, the 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, Ecumenical 

Relations Committee, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee, Special Committee 

on Psalmody, The College and the Board of General Trustees.  

2. The following were found to be correct in form and substance and neatly kept, 

and the Committee recommend attestation of the same:  Southern Presbytery, 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron, Presbytery of Outer Hebrides, Northern 

Presbytery, Publications Committee, Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, Finance & 

Sustentation Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee, Home & Foreign Missions Committee and the 

Special Committee on Psalmody. 

3. The following records were not to hand:  The Mainland Synod 

4. The following were also correct in form and substance and neatly kept (with 

some exceptions) and it is recommended that attestation take place when the 

following minor deficiencies are made good:  
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Report 

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS 

Dr Murdoch Murchison 

Mr Allan Murray 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow) 

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery) 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery) 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS. 

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain MacPherson 

Mr John MacKenzie, Convener 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 

  



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 68 [2018 

 

 

The College: 

Minutes of 13 September 2016 is duplicated and unsigned and unstapled 

Welfare of the Youth & Education Committee: 

Unapproved Minute in file 

Board of General Trustees: 

Unapproved Minute in file 

The Western Synod: 

2012 Minute unstamped by the General Assembly 

The Presbytery of Inverness: 

20 February Minute held over 

Presbytery of the United States of America: 

To advise they follow the conventional order of business 

Legal Advice and Property: 

20 June 2017  

No reference to the minutes of 7 March being read and approved 

Item 11 – Reference to minute of 18 April 2017 but no minute of 18 April appears 

in the book 

Last page indicated that there are or is pages of page missing 

No reference to adjournment 

No Minute for October 2017  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report; 

2. The General Assembly authorise the attestation of all the Records examined once the 

deficiencies noted in the Report have been made good; 

3. The General Assembly direct the Mainland Synod to ensure that their records are 

presented to the General Assembly of 2019. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Printing Acts of 

Assembly, which was given in by the Convener and adopted as follows: 

CLASS I ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT 

None. 

CLASS II ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH 

ACT I Act amending Standing Order VI.2.3. 

ACT II  Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the Queen. 

ACT III  Act anent Equal Dividend. 

ACT IV  Act anent Central Building Fund 

5.  Report of 

Committee anent 
Visitation of 

Records (Cont.) 
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ACT V  Act anent Death-in-Service scheme. 

ACT VI  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Knock & Point. 

ACT VII Act anent General Trustees. 

ACT VIII Act anent Congregations furth of Scotland. 

ACT IX  Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery. 

ACT X  Act anent Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh. 

ACT XI  Act appointing Commission of Assembly. 

ACT XII Act appointing next General Assembly. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Minute anent Deceased Ministers and Elders which was submitted by the Convener, 

approved and ordered to be engrossed as follows: 

It is with deep regret that the General Assembly record the death of the following Elders: 

Elders: 

Western Synod 

Angus Macdonald, Snizort 

Malcolm Thomson, Stornoway 

Angus MacLeod, Knock & Point 

Protestations were called for but none was given in. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint their Commission. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named 

by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall be 

referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 

contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 
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determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 

disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 

and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 

they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 

The thanks of the General Assembly were accorded to the Moderator for the excellent 

manner in which he discharged the duties of the Chair; to Rev. Robert D. McCurley for 

his assistance to the Moderator; to the Principal Clerk and to the Assistant Clerk; to Rev. 

Raymond Kemp as Convener of the Business Committee; to Glenn Fraser, John MacRae 

and Mr Donald Robertson, Precentors; to Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his 

assistants Mr David Craig and the Divinity Students; to Miss Rachel Craig, Assembly 

Office Manager, and Mr Murdo Murray for secretarial work before and during the 

Assembly; to Mr Richard Rowley for transport services; to Rev. John J. Harding for his 

skills in scripting the Loyal and Dutiful Address; to Kirkgate Cafe and the Braid Hills 

Hotel for catering services; to Misses Rachel and Alison Gracie for assistance in 

organising the Assembly Hall; to Rev. Andrew Allan for photographic services; to Rev. 

James I. Gracie for liaison work, provision of communication facilities and assistance 

with many practical details; to Liberton Kirk for their kind welcome and for the use of 

their buildings; and to Mr Chris Aitcheson, Facilities Manager of Liberton Kirk for his 

willingness, beyond the call of duty, to assist in whatever way possible; to all who 

extended hospitality to Members of the General Assembly; and to the Christian Public for 

their support. 

The General Assembly proceeded to appoint the time and place of the next General 

Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 20th May 2019 years at 6 o’clock in the 

evening. 

The Minutes of this day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 

The General Assembly was dissolved with prayer, the singing of Psalm 122 and the 

Apostolic Benediction.  
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I. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS 

(A) ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Introduction 

The Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee have continued their review of the running of the 

General Assembly and its statutory Standing & Special Committees in accordance with its remit from the 

General Assembly.  As can be seen from this Report, certain changes are being proposed, but they are such, 

the Committee believe, as will enable the Committees of Assembly and the Assembly itself to function 

more efficiently.  Although much of the Committee’s business is routine and will not be obvious to those 

outside the Committee, the work done over the years has enabled the Assembly and the Committees of 

Assembly to continue functioning smoothly. 

2.  General Assembly 

2.1.  General 

Once more the Committee are indebted to the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh for 

the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly and the Committee are pleased that the Assembly is once 

again able to return to these familiar surroundings. 

Mr Bill McQueer has agreed to act as Assembly Officer this year.  The Committee are grateful to him and 

his assistants for the time they so freely give up to help the Assembly.   

In accordance with Act II Class II 2002, the Committee nominated a Moderator-Designate. 

2.2.  Assembly Commissioners’ Expenses 

In accordance with Act I Class II 2001 the Committee notified Presbyteries that they had set the maximum 

rate for Assembly Commissioners’ expenses which are paid from Central Funds through Presbyteries at 

£170 (£220 for Commissioners resident in the Outer Isles and £460 for Overseas Commissioners).  This is 

unchanged from last year. 

2.3.  Timetable for General Assembly 

For the last three years, the business of the General Assembly has been such that it has been possible to 

conclude the General Assembly by noon on the Thursday.  The Committee and the Assembly Clerks are 

working to ensure that this is repeated again this year if practicable, with a cut off time of 2.30pm on the 

Thursday, so as to enable virtually all Commissioners to be able to return home that day.  In the unlikely 

event of there being any outstanding business, this would require to be remitted to a meeting of the 

Commission of Assembly at a convenient date.  

2.4.  Catering 

Following a review of possible venues for catering, it is expected that the catering arrangements will follow 

the pattern of the last few assemblies, with lunch being provided by the café now in the Halls at Liberton 

and high tea by Braid Hills Hotel.  The Committee continue to note comments made by Commissioners 

regarding catering in order to ensure that the provision made is welcomed as widely as possible. 

2.5.  Representation in the General Assembly  

Last year the Committee reported that they had begun to review the legislation anent Representation in the 

General Assembly to consider whether in the current situation it continues to be the most suitable means of 

determining representation in the General Assembly.  As things turned out the process of review had not 
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proceeded far when the paper which had stimulated the review was withdrawn.  The Committee therefore 

did not pursue the matter further and have no proposals to make. 

2.6.  Committees to Expedite the Business of the House   

Each year at the Assembly various Committees are appointed to Expedite the Business of the House, 

namely, a Bills, Overtures, etc Committee, a Business Committee (for the timetabling of Assembly 

business), a Committee to prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, a Committee for 

Examination of Records, a Committee to prepare a Minute anent Deceased Ministers & Elders and a 

Committee anent Printing of the Acts of Assembly.  It was felt by the Committee that these various 

Committees to Expedite the Business of the House were unnecessarily large, often entail members serving 

on a multiplicity of Committees and often are not attended as punctually as they should be.   

In practice the Assembly Clerks’ Department prepares the list of proposed Committees and Committee 

members beforehand, although the General Assembly is free to amend the list as they see fit.  The 

Committee, having examined the work of these Committees, believe that there is scope for streamlining the 

Committees to Expedite the Business of the House and have requested the Clerks to prepare the 

Committees as undernoted: 

i. The six Committees shall be arranged as follows: a group comprising the Bills, Overtures, etc 

Committee and the Business Committee; a group comprising the Committee anent Deceased 

Ministers & Elders and the Committee on Printing of Acts of Assembly; the Committee to 

prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen; the Committee for Examination 

of Records 

ii. Membership of each Committee shall be three Ministers and three Elders; with the same 

personnel on Committees grouped together, and with the addition of the Assembly Clerks on the 

Group dealing with the Bills, Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee. 

iii. Each Presbytery shall be represented on each Committee; in addition to the above, one 

Commissioner certified by the Home & Foreign Missions Committee shall be appointed to one 

Committee as a member where available. 

iv. Where possible, duplication of personnel across Committees shall be avoided. 

v. Regard shall be had to experience and expertise in appointments to the various Committees. 

3.  Assembly Clerks’ Department 

At the end of June 2017, Mrs Janet MacKenzie intimated her retiral from the position of Assembly Office 

Manager.  For 18 years Mrs MacKenzie has been a quiet but most efficient and discreet presence at the 

Assembly and her absence will be sorely missed.  Not only was she involved in secretarial work during the 

Assembly, but she also assisted the Assembly Clerks in the production of Committee Papers and Assembly 

Reports, etc.  This was a significant workload but it was always undertaken cheerfully and willingly.  The 

Church is enormously indebted to Mrs MacKenzie for all the expertise she has made available freely to the 

Church since January 2000.  Indeed, her involvement in assisting the brethren goes back to at least 1996.  It 

is intended to arrange a presentation to Mrs MacKenzie as a token of the Church’s gratitude for her 

assistance over the years.   

The Committee were saddened to hear in March 2018 that Mrs MacKenzie is at present unwell and 

commend her and her husband to the prayers of the Church. 

Mr Murdo Murray (Stornoway), who is Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee, continues to assist 

the Assembly Clerks’ Department in the preparation of papers for printing for Committees and the General 

Assembly.  Following the retirement of Mrs MacKenzie, he has agreed to print and distribute the papers for 

Committees and for the General Assembly.  Mr Murray’s willingness to assist has lifted a great burden 

from both the Committee and from the Assistant Clerk of Assembly.  Given the level of help provided, the 

Assistant Clerk is willing to remain in his position at present, although this situation remains under review 
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by the Committee at all their meetings. 

The Committee hope to have sufficient secretarial help in place this year for the Assembly itself.  This is 

being organised by the Assistant Clerk. 

The Assembly Clerks continue to make available in electronic format the Principal Acts & Proceedings of 

the General Assembly.  Although hard copies are no longer supplied automatically to individuals, Church 

Courts and Standing Committees of Assembly, they will be supplied if requested.  Should anyone require a 

copy of the Acts & Proceedings they are asked to communicate the same to the Assistant Clerk before the 

beginning of the Assembly to ensure that adequate supplies are available. 

4.  Committee Personnel 

4.1  General 

It was noted in the Report to the 2017 General Assembly that a suggestion had been made to the Committee 

that they review the current Committee set-up to consider whether there might be a possibility of reducing 

the number of personnel on Committees.  In particular there was the question of the use of ministerial 

manpower, when many Ministers in Charges are also involved in Committee work.  Discussion on this 

matter within the Committee did not proceed far when the suggestion was withdrawn and the Committee 

therefore have no comments to make thereanent. 

4.2  Committee personnel from the Presbytery of the United States of America 

Up until the present time, personnel for Standing Committees of Assembly have been drawn from the home 

Presbyteries.  This is not surprising given the communication difficulties which have prevailed until 

recently.  However, given modern communication methods, there is a real possibility of Office-bearers from 

the Presbytery of the USA being involved in Standing Committees of Assembly and joining meetings by 

video-conferencing.  The Committee, having examined the matter, believe that there is nothing in principle 

to preclude Office-bearers from the Presbytery of the USA being involved in Standing Committees of 

Assembly, and in particular Group 2 and Group 3 Committees which would be of relevance to them.  

Committees would continue to be arranged to meet at a convenient time for members based in Scotland, 

with those from the USA having to fit into this timeframe. 

The Committee are therefore proposing that Standing Orders be amended to include the nomination of one 

Minister and one Elder from the said Presbytery to serve on Group 2 and Group 3 Committees. 

5.  Video-conference Facilities for Church Courts and Committees 

5.1  Internet facilities for Committee Meetings in Inverness 

The Committee have been investigating the most efficient way of improving the Broadband facilities 

available to Committees at Westhill, Inverness so as to enable video-conferencing to take place.  Given that 

fibre broadband is not currently an available option, the Committee considered the possibility of installing 

Satellite Broadband.  However, the property receives a very good 4G signal and it would appear that the 

easiest and cheapest solution would be to use 4G to connect to the internet.  A single Vodafone Mobile Wifi 

router could serve both Groups 2 and 3.  This device only requires power, and will produce a wifi hotspot in 

the upper floor of Westhill Church suitable to provide both Group 2 and Group 3 Committees with video-

conferencing facilities.  . 

The cost of this device on ‘Pay As You Go’ would be £35, plus a further £10 (for 1 GB of data) every 3 

months.  This will be much cheaper than a contract.  There should be no need for special laptops to be 

purchased, and presumably it could be arranged for one of the Committee members to provide their own 

machine for video-conferencing use during Committees. 

The data estimate is based on the following.  Video-conferencing through Zoom will reportedly use up to 1 

MB per minute in 4G/LTE setting.  Over six hours of meetings, this equates to a maximum of 360 MB of 

data.  With two groups meeting, and video-conferencing in both, that will be data usage of 720 MB 
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(assuming maximum usage and no breaks) for each Committee day.  Only experiment will verify if all this is 

correct, but it should be roughly accurate. 

Such a device would not be difficult to use, and all that would be required was someone to be appointed to 

take charge of the facility and ensure it is working.  The duties would be to arrange in advance for both 

Committee groups to have suitable laptops available, to phone to make a data purchase a few minutes prior 

to the designated starting time, to switch the router on (literally one button), get laptops booted up with 

Zoom in both Committee rooms, and connect them to the wifi hotspot using the supplied password.   

The Committee have therefore authorised the purchase of the aforesaid equipment, subject to the General 

Assembly amending Standing Orders as proposed above.   

5.2  Video-conferencing 

Many Church Courts and Committees now make use of Conference Call facilities.  These have tended to 

involve participants using either costly premium-rate telephone calls or poor quality and unreliable internet 

facilities.  Neither option is ideal.  The attention of the Committee was drawn to one provider, Zoom, which 

offers conferencing facilities which are excellent and can be used over the internet or by telephone at  local 

rate (frequently free) calls.  After initial tests, a number of meetings were arranged which were most 

successful.  The facilities on offer include conferencing with up 100 participants in one conference, video 

facilities, the option to audio- record meetings, sharing of documents for internet users during conferences 

and chat during meetings.  Each meeting must be arranged by a Host, although he need not be present for the 

meeting  Once an app has been downloaded, access is normally through clicking a link on the e-mail 

invitation to the meeting. 

The Committee have agreed to use the Zoom Platform and make it available to Church Courts, Committees 

and other groups for Church related business.  They have arranged for the purchase of two Host licenses to 

enable two meetings to be held concurrently.  At present Rev. James Gracie and Mr Murdo Murray are the 

Hosts who arrange the meetings.  Anyone wishing to use the facilities must contact them and they will 

arrange the meeting and then communicate the details to the relevant Clerk who has requested the meeting, 

whose duty it will be to invite others to the Conference Call meeting.  The cost of two Host licences for one 

year is currently £240 in total, and this should lead to real cost savings. 

6.  Meetings of Committees and the Commission 

The Committee are grateful to the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars, for the use of their building 

at Westhill, for meetings of Committees.  They are also grateful to those who have provided hospitality on 

such occasions, especially Mr Glenn Fraser.   

During the past year there was no urgent business to be brought before the Commission of Assembly and 

therefore the Commission did not meet.  This is the second year in a row that this situation has arisen.  

Whilst the Commission of Assembly will continue to be available to meet under the terms of its 

appointment, if required, for urgent business, it is hoped that meetings will continue to be infrequent.  This 

has a number of benefits, including the reserving of business to the better attended and more representative 

General Assembly, and the freeing up of time for other business or the enabling of Committee members to 

return home sooner on the stated Committee days. 

(B)  NOMINATIONS 

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending 

vacancies in Committees, agreed to recommend the lists of Committees and Clerks to the General Assembly 

as in the Proposed Deliverance.  A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations have not been 

sought is added for convenience.   

HENRY J.T. WOODS, Convener 

ALEXANDER WATT, Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

(A) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the 

Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Assembly itself and the 

Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh for the kind 

use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, for making their 

services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General Assembly to finish 

by around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly welcome the proposals of the Committee anent Personnel of Committees to 

Expedite the business of the House and direct the Assembly Clerks to prepare lists in accordance with 

the foregoing schedule: 

i. The six Committees shall be arranged as follows: a group comprising the Bills, Overtures, etc 

Committee and the Business Committee; a group comprising the Committee anent Deceased 

Ministers & Elders and the Committee on Printing of Acts of Assembly; the Committee to 

prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen; the Committee for 

Examination of Records. 

ii. Membership of each Committee shall be three Ministers and three Elders; with the same 

personnel on Committees grouped together, and with the addition of the Assembly Clerks on 

the Group dealing with the Bills, Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee. 

iii. Each Presbytery shall be represented on each Committee; in addition to the above, one 

Commissioner certified by the Home & Foreign Missions Committee shall be appointed to 

one Committee as a member where available. 

iv. Where possible, duplication of personnel across Committees shall be avoided. 

v. Regard shall be had to experience and expertise in appointments to the various Committees  

7. The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she has undertaken for the Church 

throughout the last 18 years’ as Assembly Office Manager and for her assistance in preparing and 

printing documents for the Assembly; they pray that she may know God’s blessing and the Lord’s 

upholding at this time; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to assist in helping in 

the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General Assembly; 

9. The General Assembly direct that the Committee continue to monitor the workload of the Assembly 

Clerks and to provide assistance for them whenever possible; they further note that the Committee and 

the Assembly Clerks continue to monitor means by which they may facilitate the provision of future 
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Clerks of Committees and Assembly Clerks; 

10. The General Assembly, noting that technology is now available to enable overseas Presbyteries to take 

part in Committee meetings by video-conferencing, amend Standing Order VI.2.3 to read: 

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and 

each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group of Committees.  In 

addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA; 

11. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-conferencing facilities for 

the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on Church related business; 

12. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of the various 

Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks;  

13. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for the use of their 

Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of Assembly and the Commission of 

Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the provision of hospitality. 

(B) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements 

& Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these Committees in 

accordance with the following lists: 

 

 

GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY  

Ministers  

Mr William B. Scott, Convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [4] 

Mr James Clark, Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [4] 

Mr Calum Smith, Vice-convener, 

Finance & Sustentation Committee [4] 

Mr Iain Smith, Convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3] 

Elders 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point) [2] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [2] 

Mr John MacRae [1] 

Dr James Millar [1] 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Finance & Sustentation Committee 
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GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

 

Ministers 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod [4] 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener, Public Questions,  

Religion & Morals Committee [3] 

Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,  

Publications Committee [2] 

Mr Andrew Allan, Convener, Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener, 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [4] 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [3] 

Mr David Morrison (Scalpay) [3] 

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener, 

Publications Committee [2] 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee  

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 

 

GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

 

Ministers 

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener, Home & Foreign  

Missions Committee [4] 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee [2] 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener, Assembly  

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and  

Convener, Home & Foreign Missions Committee [1] 

Mr Richard Ross, Convener, 

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser, Vice-convener, Assembly  

Arrangements & Nominations Committee [3] 

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin) [3] 

Mr Peter Thurlow [2] 

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee [2] 

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly  

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

 

Ministers 

Mr John W. Keddie [3] 

Mr James I. Gracie [3] 

Mr John MacLeod, (Tarbat), Convener [2] 

 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser [4] 

Mr Calum MacLeod, (Point), Vice-convener [3] 
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ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain MacPherson 

 

 

Mr John MacKenzie, Convener 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 

 

 

 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

Rev. Raymond A. Kemp, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows 

 

STTTTTT 
 

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS 

Dr Murdoch Murchison 

Mr Allan Murray 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow) 

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES 

TBA (Northern Presbytery) 

Mr Murdo Macdonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

TBA (Outer Hebrides Presbytery) 

TBA (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery), Chairman 
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II. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

1.  Introduction 

The Committee on Ecumenical Relations are tasked with exploring, fostering and maintaining relationships 

between the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and churches around the world.  In practice, most of this 

work is very routine, but the Committee remain conscious that this is a solemn responsibility, reflecting the 

spiritual unity commended in Scripture between all the Lord’s people, as the body of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

‘The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee’ (1 Cor. 12:21).  The Committee’s duty is to 

promote cooperation where this is possible, and to help to build strong relationships with like-minded 

churches and organisations, which can serve the advance of the Kingdom of Christ, and promote its visible 

unity.  Equally, the Committee are conscious of the need to maintain a clear and separate stance against 

error and doctrinal compromise. 

As a Church, we have various degrees of contact with Reformed Churches at home and abroad, including 

churches from each of the major continents throughout the world.  This Report will summarise some of 

these contacts and highlight some important issues that merit the Assembly’s attention. 

2.  International Council of Reformed Churches (ICRC) 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the ICRC, and its European sub-division, the 

European Conference of Reformed Churches (EuCRC).  This affords an opportunity to send delegates to the 

meeting of the council every four years and is a cost-effective way to interact with and encourage Reformed 

Churches worldwide and to exert an influence on any of those Churches that might be drifting from their 

confessional moorings.  The ICRC met in July 2017 in Ontario, with Rev. J. MacLeod (Tarbat) and Rev. K. 

Macdonald (Rtd) representing our Church. 

The EuCRC is scheduled to meet from 15 to 18 May 2018 in Stone, Staffordshire.  The Committee are 

gratified to note that Rev. W. Macleod (Knightswood) has been invited to give one of the four conference 

lectures; he has therefore been appointed to represent the Free Church (Continuing) at the Conference.  The 

theme of the conference is ‘Caring for the Church of God’, and Mr Macleod’s topic is ‘Pastoral Care and 

Church Discipline’. 

3.  Affinity 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of Affinity, and is represented on the council by 

Rev. T.J. McGlynn. 

4.  North America 

The Committee maintain relations with a number of conservative North American denominations.  Within 

the last year, the Church was invited to be represented at the Synod of the Heritage Reformed 

Congregations (HRC), at the General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) and at the 

Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of North America.  The Committee were gratified to note that the 

2017 General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church have moved to restore their formal 

relationship with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) by inviting the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship. 

The Committee also note with prayerful interest the discussions taking place in North America between our 

own Presbytery there and the Presbyterian Reformed Church toward a closer working relationship.  We 

commend this to the prayers of the Church. 
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5.  The Netherlands 

Thus far, the Free Church (Continuing) has maintained ecumenical relations with two Reformed Churches 

in the Netherlands.  However, ongoing relations with one of these Churches must now be reconsidered.  At 

a meeting of the Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (liberated), or GKN(v), in 2017, a 

finding was reached on the rôle of women in the Church.  The Synod decided that “next to the view that 

(certain) offices are to be reserved for men, there is also room for the view that these offices may be filled 

by women” (quotation from official letter of GKN(v) moderamen dated 4 July 2017; italics in original).  As 

this finding represented a change from the status quo, it cannot be finalised without going down to 

Consistories (Kirk Sessions) under a procedure similar to our Barrier Act.  The votes of Consistories will 

then come back to the next General Synod in 2020.  If at the 2020 Synod it were found that a majority of 

Consistories had approved a change in the status quo, that could still be appealed against to a further 

General Synod in 2023.  It should be borne in mind that in terms of Dutch practice, findings of Synod do 

not bind individual consistories in the same way as findings of Assembly bind our Kirk Sessions. 

At the ICRC meeting in July 2017, the matter was fully debated.  It was the view of the ICRC, as it is the 

view of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations that, this decision is wholly unwarranted and unscriptural.    

For this reason, the ICRC agreed to suspend the membership of the GKN(v) in the ICRC, to be considered 

again, in the light of further developments, at the next meeting of the ICRC in 2021.  It would seem prudent 

to act in harmony with the other Reformed Churches represented at the ICRC.  It would also be wise not to 

go beyond this decision until it is known whether the Synod finding is to be finalised by the GKN(v).  With 

sadness, the Committee on Ecumenical Relations must therefore recommend to the Assembly that the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing) suspend ecumenical relations with the Gereformeerde Kerken in 

Nederland (vrijgemaakt).  The effect of this decision would be that the GKN(v) will no longer be invited to 

send a delegate to the Free Church (Continuing) General Assembly, nor will the Free Church (Continuing) 

send any further delegates to the GKN(v) Synod, until this matter is resolved. 

6.  Other Churches Overseas 

The Free Church (Continuing) was represented by Rev. D. Fraser (Rtd) at the last meeting of Synod of the 

Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid Afrika (GKSA).  The Committee have responded to correspondence from the 

Puritan Reformed Church of Brazil and the Presbyterian Church of Colombia and continue to investigate 

whether closer relationships can appropriately be established with these churches.  The Committee also 

noted with pleasure correspondence with the Sudanese Reformed Church on the occasion of their silver 

jubilee in 2017 (having been founded in 1992), a Church that has known persecution and suffering for the 

cause of the Gospel. 

7.  Scotland 

The Committee continue to work to develop ecumenical relations with like-minded Churches in Scotland. 

We maintain relations with the Associated Presbyterian Churches (APC).  The Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of Scotland (RPCS) sent Rev. Andrew Quigley as a delegate to our 2017 General Assembly.  A 

Committee of representatives, appointed by the Committee on Ecumenical Relations, met with 

representatives of the RPCS in Glasgow in December 2017 to discuss relations between our Churches.  The 

representatives of both Churches agreed that there is room for fellowship and mutual benefit between our 

men at an informal level through the Free Church School in Theology, and through occasional sharing of 

pulpits, and room for particular cooperation in supporting the Christian schools that operate in Glasgow and 

Stornoway.  It is intended that dialogue will continue. 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Acting Convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations and 

thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the Acting Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) has a duty to 

recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate relations with them where possible, 

without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European Conference of Reformed Churches, 

and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this organisation; the Assembly also 

thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our Church’s representative on the Affinity 

council; 

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly of the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship.  

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a formal 

relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to re-enter formally the 

status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the Presbytery of the 

Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that these will develop toward closer 

ecumenical relations; 

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken in 

Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the view that women may be admitted to office in 

the Church, consider this decision unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical 

relations with the GKN(v); 

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
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III. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS 

1.  Introduction 

‘And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’ (John 8:32).  Our thankfulness is to God 

who, in His providence, love and mercy has not left us to ourselves but instead makes full provision for our 

spiritual needs in giving unto us the Holy Scriptures. 

Sadly today we live in an age where truth is often rejected in favour of half-truth or even the lie.  It falls 

upon faithful preachers of the Gospel to herald forth the truth of our Lord Jesus Christ without fear or 

favour to an ungodly and gainsaying generation.  In addition, it is the duty of every true believer, by 

steadfastly holding forth the truth, to defend the Gospel against the attacks of those who seek to destroy the 

Christian faith.  The Committee likewise seek to faithfully discharge the associated duties that have been 

entrusted to them by the General Assembly, and look to God for His gracious help and upholding in all 

aspects of this work.  

This work, amongst other things, includes the publication of our denominational magazines, issuing various 

book publications, organising a Spring Conference and being salt and light by engaging with the outside 

world through the Church’s website and social media.  Although diverse in both nature and content, the 

work nevertheless requires a uniformity and an adherence to biblical principles and sound doctrine to equip 

and enable our people, that it might be said of us that we are ‘rooted and built up in him, and stablished in 

the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.’ (Colossians 2:7). 

Let it never be said of us that, ‘My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge’ (Hosea 4:6).  

2.  Magazines 

2.1  Editors 

The Committee are grateful to Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, editors of the Free 

Church Witness and The Explorer respectively and to Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. 

Alastair J. Macleod, assistant editors, of the Free Church Witness for the diligent service rendered during 

the year.  These men have an onerous responsibility as they seek to glorify God in the specific work 

entrusted to them and the Committee would commend them to the prayers of the readership of the 

magazines and the Church in general. 

2.2  Production 

Commencing from July 2017 two new vendors were engaged to provide the Design & Layout and the 

Printing aspects of the Magazines, these being Donald Smith Graphic Design (Aberdeen) and Quinns 

(Belfast).  The Committee are glad to announce that this transition in the supply chain passed relatively 

smoothly and that a harmonious and conducive working relationship exists between the magazine team and 

both of these vendors.   

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod intimated in early 2016 his resignation as Design & Layout editor of the Free 

Church Witness but very kindly continued in post until later in the year.  The General Assembly thanked Mr 

Macleod in 2016.  The Committee, at its October 2017 meeting, marked Mr Macleod’s ten-year service to 

the Church with a presentation.  

The Committee thank all those who contribute articles to the magazines, thereby greatly reducing the work 

of the editors and contributing to collegiality which is important to both magazines. 
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The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzle Page in The 

Explorer and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month.  

The magazine editors in keeping to a tight deadline depend heavily upon the proof-readers each month to 

provide reassurance or insights into the text presented for publication.  The Committee are grateful to the 

three proof-readers of the magazines, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), Mr Maurice Grant and Mr Ewan 

Wilson, Glasgow, who replaced Rev. David Blunt as a proof-reader last year   

Mrs Susan Furzer, who has recorded the Church magazines to tape for the visually impaired over a number 

of years, has sadly relinquished this rôle on health grounds.  The Committee thank Mrs Furzer for her 

labour of love in this regard.  The Committee were pleased that they had two volunteers to fill the vacant 

position when advertised, but Mr Derek MacLean, Inverness, had responded first.  The Committee welcome 

Mr MacLean and pray that the Lord will bless him in this important endeavour.  The Committee thank Mr 

Murdo Campbell for distributing the tapes to those who require them.  

It is likely that others, either within our own denomination or outside, would benefit from receiving these 

recordings and Ministers are encouraged to publicise this tape ministry accordingly.  

2.3  Circulation  

The subscription rates for the Free Church Witness (including the The Explorer) were unchanged for 2018.  

An analysis of the circulation figures for the Free Church Witness/Explorer for the period 2002-2018 is 

provided in the annexed APPENDIX 1 schedule.  (Figures for 2002-2017 are extracted from General 

Assembly Reports, and the 2018 figure is from the Distribution Manager).  This reflects a continuing 

downward trend in sales over these years.  The current cover price of the Free Church Witness magazine is 

£2.00, and with the corresponding associated production and delivery, the unit cost is £1.79.  Both the 

Design & Layout and the Printing costs are favourable with both vendors operating in a very competitive 

market.  A special agreement is in place with Royal Mail for postage and courier costs but these will 

continue to reflect any increases that are announced.  However the low print-run of 1,000 copies for each 

month is a key factor in the unit cost of the Free Church Witness being so high.  Consequently, there is a 

need to endeavour to increase the subscription and trade numbers sold to utilise the 200 remaining copies 

each month.  An increase in the cover price would probably be reflected in a still further reduction in the 

number of subscribers.  

An analysis of the utilisation figures for the Good News magazine for the period 2008-18 is provided in the 

annexed APPENDIX 1 schedule.  The associated production and delivery cost of the Good News is 21p per 

copy.  In this instance the low unit cost of the Good News is attributed to the much higher annual print run 

of 13,000 which enables the costs to be absorbed much more effectively.  The total outlay for the Good 

News magazine is recovered either from local congregations or Home & Foreign Missions. 

2.4  June Witness Issue  

At the end of January the Committee received a document from the editorial team of the Free Church 

Witness outlining possible ways to standardise the magazine.  There was a wide range of detailed 

information from a variety of sources before the Committee.  

The magazine is governed to some degree by legislation:  Act XVIII 2017, Act anent Revised Policy for 

Denominational Magazine (2017) replaced the previous Acts, not least Act XVII 2002 (Act amending 

Act XXIII 2001 anent Policy for Editors) 

DENOMINATIONAL MAGAZINE 

1. General 

1. The title of the denominational magazine shall be Free Church Witness and the title of the 

supplement for young people shall be The Explorer. 
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2. The magazine and its supplement shall be produced monthly, with one issue a year covering two 

months. 

A special evangelistic issue of the Free Church Witness was intimated to the Committee in 2005 by the then 

Editor of the magazine, Rev. William Macleod, and it first appeared in 2006.  For a number of years 

thereafter it appeared under the title of Free Church Witness, but apparently this name was problematic in 

the distribution of evangelistic literature, and the name Good News was introduced thereafter.  

It is important to note: 

a. There is a marked difference between the cost structure and fit of both magazines.  The Good News 

has a high print-run (13,000) and low unit cost (21p) whereas the Free Church Witness has a low 

print-run (1,000) and a high unit cost (£1.79);  

b. The principal end users of the magazines differ considerably.  A high percentage of the Good News 

is used primarily for distribution to the un-churched for evangelism.  (Appendix 1 Statistics — Good 

News (note 8)), whereas the primary readership of the Free Church Witness consists of those coming 

from a regular church background. (Appendix 1 Statistics — Witness Total Utilised (note 1));  

c. The time lapse between the date of issuing the standard May Free Church Witness magazine (early 

May) and the issuing of the next standard July/Aug Free Church Witness magazine (generally mid to 

late July) is overly long.  As a consequence of the intervening period, Church News and other 

current items can have a deferred publication date of just under three months;  

d. The interruption of the usual magazine, not least with a recognizable title, makes it almost 

impossible to attempt to break into the retail trade market where a regular sales product is required.  

(Please see the report elsewhere on the circulation problems of the magazine); 

e. Currently it is the editorial team that decide on the final content of the Good News magazine.  The 

Committee considered whether or not in actual fact the Home & Foreign Missions Committee were 

the Committee with the locus in publishing evangelistic material and were the most appropriate 

overseers of a  production best suited to their particular needs, but in the end decided on a course of 

action which might be less disruptive;  

f. The Committee agreed that, to maintain expectation, in 2018 the Good News magazine would take 

the place of a regular June issue of the Free Church Witness, as it has done for a number of years.  

They are proposing that from 2019 onwards, there will be a regular June issue of the Free Church 

Witness magazine plus a Good News magazine in addition.   

2.5  Subscriptions and Distribution 

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Isobel McQueer for her considerable work as Subscriptions Secretary, 

and to Mr Bill McQueer who distributes the magazine in an organised manner.  The Committee has 

established deadlines by which the magazine editors are to have their materials with the printers, Quinn’s 

(Belfast), which has generally meant an improved delivery date to Congregations; however, the editors are 

aware that sending the magazine to the printers well in advance of the deadline will likely be needed if the 

magazine is to break into the trade market.  

3.  Publications 

3.1  New Publications 

Generally, new publications under the auspices of the Committee are likely to be published as part of the 

‘Finding out about…’ series.  This series deals with issues of a theological and practical importance to our 

people and arguably Christians throughout the wider church.  The Committee felt that over the past few 

years, titles have not sold as well as the Committee would have expected.  It is through ministers and 

Interim Moderators that first contact is made between the Committee and our people to alert them to the 
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availability of a new title.  Ministers and Interim Moderators are encouraged to promote the publications of 

our Church.   

One new title, Presbyterianism by Rev. David Blunt, appeared in time for the last General Assembly, but no 

titles have been published in this series since.   

3.2  Future Publications 

Booklets 

At the time of writing, booklets on the following subjects for the ‘Finding out about…’ series are at various 

stages of development: Church Discipline (draft submitted), Church Membership (final text submitted), 

Eldership (final text submitted), Funerals (draft submitted), Marriage (draft in preparation, based on an 

address given at the 2017 Spring Conference). 

Books 

History of the Division of 2000 

The General Assembly in 2008 granted the crave of the Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland for the 

writing of a history of the events leading up to, and after, the division of 2000.  This is a precise and 

painstaking work.  It has taken longer than envisaged, mainly because the author, Rev. James I. Gracie, is a 

minister in a pastoral charge in the capital city and just last year had additional duties laid upon his 

shoulders.  The Committee have been patient; the General Assembly has been forbearing.  The Committee 

appointed Mr Gracie, in consultation with Mr Lindsay MacCallum, believing him to be the best person to 

carry this work to a conclusion.  The Committee has not changed its view.  However, the Committee gave a 

warning last year that it may need to give consideration to appointing others to help bring the work to 

completion.  This year the Committee is stating clearly that if it cannot report adequate progress being made 

to the 2019 General Assembly, then it will be left with no other option but to seek the approval of that 

Assembly for others to be enlisted to expedite the completion of the work. 

History of the Free Church of Scotland in the 20th Century 

Last year the Committee reported to the General Assembly that Rev. John Keddie had submitted a draft 

manuscript on the history of the Free Church covering the period from 1900-2010, but that as this work 

potentially covered a period overlapping the Committee’s own work History of the Division of 2000, Mr 

Keddie’s publication would need to await the official work.  Mr Keddie indicated on the floor of the 

General Assembly last year that it was less problematical if his work were published privately, and the 

Committee are aware that this work is now published in two separate volumes.    

Subordinate Standards of the Free Church of Scotland 

The Committee had referred to it a proposal that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) should have 

printed copies of the subordinate standards, either as a whole or in parts, under the Church’s own 

imprimatur.  Though a worthy suggestion, the Committee concluded that presently, as copies of these 

Standards are available, the Committee’s limited resources and increasing remit could be more profitably 

channelled elsewhere. 

Other publications 

In 2016 the Committee requested Rev. Raymond Kemp and Rev. Trevor Kirkland to produce a script for 

publication on the Church’s principles, beliefs and practice.  It is felt that such a publication is needed and 

will prove useful not only for our people, especially our young people, but also as an introduction for others 

to Free Church principles and practice as maintained by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  This 

work is in the planning stage, but the collection and condensation of materials is well under way. 

3.3  Storage and Distribution 

Mr Bill McQueer has responsibility for the storage and distribution of the Committee’s stock of 

publications.  We are grateful to him for meeting the orders which come in from congregations and 
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individuals for the Church’s publications (a list of which appears in Appendix 2) 

3.4  Books Organiser 

Mr Glenn Fraser had served as Books Organiser on behalf of the Committee, carrying stocks of Bibles and 

other Christian literature for sale among our Congregations and at various Church events throughout the 

year.  Mr Fraser tendered his resignation on health grounds to the Committee in 2017 and this was accepted 

with effect from 31st December 2017.  However, Mr & Mrs Fraser kindly operated a bookstall at the Spring 

Conference.  The Committee is thankful to Mr & Mrs Fraser for their diligence in and dedication to this 

work over many years.  The Committee has resolved to discontinue this work.  They have taken a decision 

to reduce the price of the books on hand in order to deplete the stock and make the various publications 

available at most competitive prices. 

4.  Website and Social Media 

4.1  Website 

In the ever-increasing global reach of the internet, the Church’s website is often the first contact that many 

throughout the world have with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  The website, therefore, must be 

updated regularly to take account of changes in personnel, contact details, etc.; however, this information is 

only as good as the information which is relayed to those who have editorial oversight of the website.  For 

the website to work as it should, it is vital that any such changes are indicated immediately, and links at the 

foot of the relevant page enable this to be done. 

The Committee, cognizant that our history is an important part of our Church’s testimony, approved the 

addition of a page to the website tracing the Church’s history from 1560-2000, and this page to include 

pictures where available.  

The Committee recognise that the website, which generally runs well, is in need of some redesign or 

perhaps a rebuild.  An added facility for the purchase of publications and CDs and a facility whereby 

donations may be made are possibilities.  The Committee has given the matter thought, instigated 

exploratory investigations, and is continuing with a further appraisal as to what is needed for the 

denomination’s purposes.  The Committee has included a mid-range figure of up to £2,000 in its 2019 

budget for this project.  

The Committee are grateful to all who provide written and audio materials for the website; to the Editorial 

Overseers, Rev. John. J. Murray, Rev. David M. Blunt, Rev. Andrew R. Allan; and to Rev. Bert Pohl, who 

continuing as Technical Overseer of the site, maintains a keen interest in the good working of the website to 

its full potential.   

4.2  Social Media 

The Church’s Twitter account was launched in June 2015, after receiving the approval of the General 

Assembly of that year.  At the beginning of April this year there were 435 followers compared to 324 at the 

end of April 2017.  There is a need to ensure a constant supply of tweets: Bible verses, Metrical Psalm 

verses, quotations on Doctrine and on the Christian life, together with the highlighting of new items from 

the Church’s website.  Most days four tweets appear at generally fixed times.   

The Facebook page, launched in September 2015, has 863 followers compared to 703 last year, and 557 in 

2016.  A press release by one of our Presbyteries on the erection of a local mosque created a considerable 

degree of interaction on the Free Church (Continuing) Facebook Page and it was noticed that the number of 

followers increased at this time.  Maintenance of the Facebook page is minimal: this page is fed by the 

Twitter account automatically, and vice-versa.  However, with more volunteers, the separation of both 

media platforms would prove more efficient and productive.  The use of social media has resulted in a 

significant number of contacts being made with people outwith the Church, and enquiries about the 

testimony of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  It is envisaged that shortly after the General 
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Assembly selections of psalm-singing will be added to the website from the Church’s own CDs with social 

media playing a pivotal role in highlighting this important distinctive of our witness.    

5.  Spring Conference 

The Spring Conference took place on Friday 30th March, in the new venue of Culloden-Balloch Baptist 

Church, Balloch, Inverness.  The Conference was chaired by Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) and the 

theme was Relating to Other Religions.  The speaker at both sessions was Pastor Ibrahim Ag Mohamed 

(Metropolitan Tabernacle, London).  The first address was on ‘Biblical Principles to be Used’ and the 

second on ‘Examples of Good Practice’.  The messages were practical and very well received.  Two 

psalmody sessions were run by Mr David Keddie and Mr Ruairidh MacLeod. 

The Committee are thankful to Mr Macleod for kindly chairing the Conference, Mr Ibrahim Ag Mohamed 

as speaker, and Mr David Keddie and Mr Ruairidh MacLeod for running the Psalmody sessions.  They 

thank all who helped in any way with this year’s Conference, in particular the following: Mr & Mrs Glenn 

Fraser and Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod and Mr Andrew Macleod for organising and running the catering; Mr 

Lindsay MacCallum for his work as booking secretary; Mr & Mrs Glenn Fraser, Mr Bill McQueer, and Mr 

William Murray for organising and running bookstalls; Mrs Flora Roberts for organising and running the 

children’s programme. 

Despite the fact that some of the Conference’s usual attendees were absent this year the attendance was up 

significantly on the previous year: 90 adults and 24 children were present, and this total of 114 compared 

very favourably to a total of 91 last year, and 105 in 2016.  We are pleased that some new people were 

present, one taking a long haul flight to be at the Conference.  

The Conference has always been held on the Friday Public Holiday in Spring and the provisional date for 

next year’s Conference is Friday 19th April 2019 (DV).  A provisional booking has been made for next year 

but plans are to be finalised in June 2018.  

6.  Publications Committee of the Presbytery of the United States 

The Committee were heartened to receive correspondence from the Publications Committee of the 

Presbytery of the United States informing them of that Committee’s plan to begin re-publishing a quarterly 

magazine – The Master’s Trumpet – to supplement but not replace the Free Church Witness, and also to 

establish its own imprint, Grange Press.  The Committee pray that the Lord will be pleased to bless this 

major work.  

7.  Audio Ministry 

The Audio Ministry, which is overseen by Mr Bill McQueer, provides a selection of sermons and lectures in 

CD format for the small cost of £1 each including postage.  This is referred to as the ‘Audio Ministry’ 

because we believe that these sermons are appreciated and enjoyed not only by those within our own 

denomination who are housebound, and also by those outwith our own denomination who crave sound 

teaching, and those in isolated parts of the country.  In 2017 some 215 CDs were obtained through this 

outlet.  In January 2018 a new list was published of some 50 sermons and addresses (7 of these were from 

the School in Theology, Larbert), and the Committee is thankful to Mr McQueer for attending to these 

orders and for printing some 1000 lists for distribution with the Free Church Witness.  

8.  The Annals of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000 

The Committee over the past year have, to a significantly greater extent than in previous years, drawn 

attention to the possibility of publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.    

Mr Maurice Grant continues his work updating the database for the ‘Annals’ when information becomes 

available.  Mr Grant utilises a variety of sources to gather such data – Census returns, obituaries, wills and 

general research in the Registrar General’s Office.   
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In 2016, the Committee reported to the General Assembly that the unresolved issues of the Division of 2000 

made work on the ‘Annals’ problematic, not least in that many of the surviving ministers are part of the 

Free Church (Residual), or relatives who have supplied information are not part of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing).  The Report, however, highlighted a number of encouraging circumstances which 

could provide a way forward: 

a. the launch of a website entitled ‘Ecclegen’ which ‘is intended to provide information – mainly 

genealogical – concerning all Ministers of the Free Church of Scotland from 1843-1900 and their 

families’, as highlighted in the 2016 Report to the General Assembly; 

b. the website was the private work of Rev. Ronald Christie; 

c. a suggestion made by Mr Christie that the information could be published on a website, similar to 

‘Ecclegen’, thereby minimizing printing costs as well as ease of change after production, and which 

would provide information on all Free Church ministers from 1843-1999. 

The 2017 General Assembly showed a measure of satisfaction with the suggestion:  

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work in gathering 

information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland. They direct the Committee to 

pursue the possibility of the publication of the material on the Internet; 

Following this direction, the Committee commended “the pursuing of the publication of the ‘Annals of the 

Free Church of Scotland’ and requested Mr Grant to ‘pursue this matter with Rev Ronald Christie in the 

best interests of the Church…”.’ 

The Committee must draw to the attention of the General Assembly new information which, it believes, 

adds at least a layer of complexity to the project.  Mr Grant informed the Committee that Mr Christie had 

approached the Free Church (Residual) to ascertain their interest in having the ‘Ecclegen’ material on their 

own website, on the condition that he would continue to operate it.  This he did to ensure the long-term 

security of the information which he had collected.  Apparently, the arrangement is that Edinburgh 

Theological Seminary would take on the ‘Ecclegen’ website – which will remain a separate site – but will 

be transferred to a different host (which hosts other sites for ETS), the Free Church (Residual) to assume the 

costs.  There is evidence that some serious interest now exists from all parties that this project, if possible, 

should proceed. 

While the Committee has not rescinded its Finding above, it did see the need to exercise caution, and 

referred the matter to the Legal Advice & Property Committee for information.  While the Committee has 

not had opportunity to discuss the advice of that Committee it is nevertheless in receipt of advice which 

equally counsels caution.  

9.  Disruption 2000 Video 

The Committee reported last year that the video of events around the Disruption of 2000 was of an inferior 

quality, and while this may prohibit the production of a DVD using solely this material, it would not 

prohibit the production of a DVD which incorporated some parts of the footage for authentication and 

posterity purposes.  The Committee are keeping this matter under review.    

10.  Church Directory 

Previously known as the Year Book, the Committee felt that Church Directory is a title perhaps more 

descriptive of a publication containing details of Congregations, Presbyteries, Synods and some information 

on Standing Committees of the General Assembly.  This publication, it is hoped, will be prepared prior to 

the General Assembly.  In due course, the new edition of the Church Directory will also be placed on the 

Church website for reading online or downloading.  
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11.  Media Officer 

The Committee wish to record their thanks to Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s 

Media Officer.  We trust that Mr MacLeod will know the strength and guiding of the Lord not only in his 

duties as the Church’s Media Officer but also in his many other duties in the wider Church. 

JOHN N. GILLIES, Convener 

DAVIDE RATTI, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Publications and thank the 

Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk;  

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for their work as 

Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively;   

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on 

design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s magazines; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for The 

Explorer; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.6 The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of recording the 

Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They send to Mrs Furzer their prayerful good wishes; 

2.7 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s commencement of the work of 

recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They commend this important work and 

encourage ministers and others to make this ministry more widely known; 

2.8 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution of tapes of 

recordings to the visually impaired;  

2.9 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church Witness and The 

Explorer over a period of time.  They direct the Committee to investigate and implement a strategy to 

increase circulation of the denominational magazine;  

2.10 The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular June issue of the Free 

Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News magazine for evangelistic and other 

purposes.  They pray that the Lord will bless the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland 

might be turned to the King of kings; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of Church magazines and 

publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing, material in the series 

‘Finding out about…’ and encourage the Committee as they oversee this important part of their work, 

whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim Moderators and others to bring these publications before 

their Congregations; 
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3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events leading up to and 

following the division of 2000.  They note both the length of time this work has been in progress and 

also the need for the record to be set straight, and therefore press all concerned to have made 

significant progress to a conclusion of the work by the next General Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are pursuing and 

pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and constancy as they seek to advance 

them; 

3.4 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and distributing the 

Committee’s publications; 

3.5 The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on health grounds, 

and note that the Committee is ceasing this work.  They thank Mr Fraser for his dedication and 

enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years, and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr 

and Mrs Fraser with good health; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially Rev. Bert Pohl as 

technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as 

editorial overseers.  They encourage the Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the 

website to increase its usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors; 

4.2 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account and a Facebook 

Page continues to create interest.  They pray that the spread of Scripture through these social 

platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of the recent Spring 

Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which granted the use of their building.  

They urge ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications Committee within 

the Presbytery of the United States.  They pray that their endeavours at restarting the publication of a 

magazine and establishing their own imprint might be greatly blessed; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and distribution of audio 

CDs; 

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on gathering information 

for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  They note the complicating development in 

publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, but in agreeing in principle to the Committee 

approaching the Free Church (Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ 

particularly, but not exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the General Assembly 

expect the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing threatening in the production of the said 

Annals shall take place, or anything injurious appears in print to the detriment of those ministers 

purportedly disciplined in the year 2000; the Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice & 

Property Committee, to report to the next General Assembly its findings and recommendations 

thereanent; 

9. The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of the video footage 

of the events surrounding 2000.  They encourage the Committee to explore ways in which some of 

this singularly unique material could be incorporated into a wider video production;  
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10. The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church Directory’ and 

commend the same to all interested parties; 

11. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s Media 

Officer over the past year. 
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APPENDIX I 

(1)Statistics—Witness/Explorer 

 Print Run Total UK UK  Complimentary Trade 

Year Witness Explorer Utilised Congregations Individual Overseas UK Overseas UK 

Note 1        

2018 1,000 1,100 761 542 95 39 37 25 23 

2017 1,000 1,100 803 580 116 42 21 19 25 

2016 1,000 1,100 788 571 107 50 22 11 27 

2015 1,000 1,100 815 589 116 55 22 11 22 

2014 1,000 1,100 887 637 141 52 29 8 20 

2013 1,000 1,150 875 653 145 39 18 6 14 

2012 1,000 1,150 872 677 133 23 16 7 16 

2011 1,000 1,150 879 674 138 26 17 7 17 

2010 1,100 1,150 932 742 127 23 18 6 16 

2009 1,100 1,150 1,004 780 153 27 17 7 20 

2008 1,180 1,150 960 746 143 31 15 5 20 

2007 1,200 1,150 1,051 805 190 18 15 5 18 

2006 1,200 1,150 1,063 850 179 19 10 5 - 

2005 1,200 1,150 1,200 898 243 44 10 5 - 

2004 1,200 1,150 1,200 908 202 75 10 5 - 

2003 1,200 1,150 1,171 910 207 39 10 5 - 

2002 1,200 1,150 1,175 920 209 31 10 5 - 

 

(1)  The Total Utilised figure represents the aggregate of the congregational, UK and overseas individual 

subscribers,  UK and overseas complimentary copies and trade market sales. In addition 65 extra Witness 

magazines are   provided to congregations free for visitors and community circulation. 

(2)  The figures for the year 2000 and 2001 are not available. 

       

(2) Statistics—Good News       

Year 

Note  

Print Run 

Note 2  

Total 

Utilised 

June 

Witness 

See  

Note 3 

See  

Note 4 

See 

Note 5 

See 

Note 6 

% 

Note 7 

% 

Note 8 

2017 13,000 13,000 803 (7)    375 (4)    4,000 7,822  -  60 91 

2016 17,000 17,000 788 (12)   960 (3)    4,500 7,752 3,000 46 90 

2015 19,000 19,000 815 (11)   910 (4)    6,400 7,875 3,000 41 91 

2014 16,000 16,000 887 (12)     1,030 (4)    4,200 6,883 3,000 43 88 

2013 13,000 13,000 875 (11)        940 (3)    3,700 7,485 - 58 86 

2012 13,000 13,000 872 (10)     1,035 (4)    4,300 6,793 - 52 85 

2011 13,000 13,000 879 (12)        885 (5)    4,800 6,436 - 50 86 

2010 12,000 12,000 932 (7)    550 (3)    4,250 6,268 - 52 88 

2009 11,000 11,000 1,004 (10)   560 (6)    4,300 5,136 - 47 86 

2008 11,000 11,000 960 (9)         626 (3)    2,600 6,814 - 62 86 
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(1)  The June special issue was first printed in 2006 but detailed figures for 2006 and 2007 are not available. 

(2)  The Print Run represents the total orders received from (a) congregations (b) the Home Mission Worker 

and (c) the requirement to provide for the June issue of the Witness, rounded up to the nearest thousand. 

(3)  This represents the total number of individual congregational orders placed for less than 300 copies. 

(4)  This represents the total number of individual congregational orders placed for more than 300 copies. 

(5)  This represents the total number of copies allocated to the Home Mission Worker for evangelism. 

(6)  This represents the total number of copies ordered for Rev. James Haram for evangelism. 

(7)  This represents the Home Mission Worker’s usage for evangelism as a percentage of the total copies 

printed.   

(8)  This represents the total of (Home Mission Worker + Rev James Haram + Congregational orders - note 

4) as a percentage of the total copies printed. 
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APPENDIX II 

In-Print Titles at April 2018 

a) Where is God now Gone? by Rev. John J. Murray (1250 copies printed in November 2003): 

Nil copies remaining. 

b) Sing the Lord’s Song by Rev. John W. Keddie (500 copies provided to Committee in May 2004): 

130 copies remaining. 

c) Echoes from Scotland’s Heritage of Grace by Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier (first printed in May 2007): 

Nil copies in stock. 

d) The Five Points of Calvinism by Rev. John W. Keddie (750 copies printed in May 2010): 

216 copies remaining. 

e) The Lord's Supper by Rev. John Morrison (500 copies printed in May 2011): 

40 copies remaining. 

f) The Shorter Catechism (500 copies printed in May 2012; 750 copies reprinted in May 2013): 

608 copies remaining. 

g) The Right of Continued Protest (80 copies printed in December 2013; 80 copies reprinted in March 2014): 

11 copies remaining; 

h) Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) Year Book 2014-15 (500 copies printed in February 2014;  

100 copies reprinted in April 2014): 

Nil copies remaining; 

i) Scottish Independence: An examination of the Scottish Government’s proposals for Scottish  

 independence (200 copies printed in August 2013): 

13 copies remaining. 

j) Worship by Rev. James Clark (500 copies printed in June 2015): 

310 copies remaining. 

k) Baptism (500 copies printed in October 2015): 

363 copies remaining. 

l) Presbyterianism by Rev. David Blunt 

383 copies remaining 

m) When Justice Failed in Church and State by Rev. Iain H. Murray & Dr Murdoch Murchison  

2 copies 

n) Remembering the Church in your Will 

1850 copies  

o) Catechizing - A Forgotten Practice by Rev. John J. Murray   

32 copies 
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IV. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

In the book of Proverbs, the Scriptures teach that we are to Train up a child in the way he should go and 

when he is old he will not depart from it (Prov. 22:6).  

The Committee recognises that the primary responsibility for the welfare of the Church’s young people lies 

with their parents.  However the Church has a vital pastoral rôle in this matter: to promote Christian 

instruction, and thus to help parents fulfil their parental duties. 

The Committee has therefore continued to seek to promote the welfare of the Church’s young people over 

the past year.  Much of the work may be seen as routine, yet it is nonetheless important. 

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus 

The updating of the Sabbath School Workbooks has been completed.  The infant (Grade One) material is on 

a three-year-cycle with the other grades on a four-year-cycle.  The Committee welcomes feedback on the 

Syllabus from those who use it. 

The Clerk has undertaken the revision of the Sabbath School Workbooks with great diligence and the 

Committee is very grateful for her labours. 

3.  Sabbath School Exams 

The annual examinations were held and attracted twenty six entrants.  Of these, twelve were from Grade 2 

(Junior) and fourteen from the Bible Class Grade.  A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.  The 

Committee are grateful to those who give of their time to prepare, print and distribute the examination 

papers and those that mark them. 

4. Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

The Committee are disappointed that only one child took part this year (see Appendix).  The Committee are 

grateful to Dr Murchison for continuing to provide the funds that enable the Committee to offer this award.  

Participants receive a book token to the value of £10.  The Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath 

Schools to seek ways in which they could promote this worthwhile scheme in the coming year. 

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme 

The Committee are disappointed that only one youngster took part this year (see Appendix).  As with the 

Maurine Murchison Award, the Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath Schools to seek ways in 

which they can promote this worthwhile scheme.  Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound 

Bible. 

6.  All-Age Holiday 

The All-Age Holiday, which has been held annually over the last few years, seeks to promote Christian 

fellowship in a relaxed holiday environment.  The venue at the Windmill Christian Centre, Arbroath, is 

conducive to a relaxed atmosphere.  Last year Rev. Trevor Kirkland was the speaker.  This year the holiday 

is planned for 14th-21st July with Rev. John Keddie as the speaker.  It is well organised by Rev. & Mrs 

Andrew Allan, whose enthusiasm and organisational skills are gratefully recognised by the Committee.  

Those who attend enjoy the Holiday.   
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Sadly, over the last number of years the attendance at the holiday has not significantly increased, despite 

advertising both within and without the denomination.  Due to this, the holiday has been run at a financial 

deficit.  The projected deficit for this year is approx. £1,800.  The Committee, with this in mind, has 

recommended against holding the holiday at the present venue next year.  If an alternative venue which is 

more financially viable were to be found, the Committee would be content to review its decision to 

discontinue to underwrite the holiday.  The Committee has not taken this decision lightly, but find it 

difficult to justify a continuing deficit year on year to subsidise holidays.  Their decision is based upon the 

hard financial realities facing the Committee and should not be seen as any reflection on the organisers, who 

have worked extremely hard to make the holiday a success. 

7.  Youth Camps 

As in previous years the Junior Camp and Senior Camp shared the excellent facilities available in 

Badaguish, near Aviemore.  There were 20 junior campers and 7 senior.  Rev. James MacInnes led the 

Junior Camp and Rev. Greg MacDonald led the Senior Camp.  The topic and projects were both related to 

Martin Luther and the Reformation.  The campers were attentive in the daily dorm discussions and the 

projects in the afternoon.  Mr Glenn Fraser supplied a bookstall, which he reported had been well used by 

the campers.  The willing team of leaders comprised Joan MacKintosh, Liz MacKay, Katrina MacKay, 

Matthew Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum Smith.  The campers engaged 

enthusiastically in an exhausting variety of activities, both on-site and in the wider Aviemore area. 

The camps reported a financial deficit of approx. £1800 last year due to a decrease in numbers attending.  

However this deficit was reduced by a donation to the work of the camp, which was kindly gifted by the 

Stornoway Deacons’ Court. 

The Committee would commend this work to the prayers of the denomination. 

8.  Christian Education 

The Committee maintains an active interest in the vital area of Christian education.  The Committee 

receives updates on Providence Christian School, Stornoway (formerly known as Lewis Independent 

Christian School), Mannafields Christian School, Edinburgh, and Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow.  

During the year the Committee received a Report proposing ways in which they can help those providing 

Christian education both in the home and in the schools.  The Committee agreed to bring proposals to the 

General Assembly, specifically that: 

 the Church consider the possibility of providing a page on the denominational website dealing with 

Christian education which provides a helpful list of material, a list of current Christian schools and 

offers an email address for further information. 

 the Church consider the setting up of a dedicated fund for assistance with Christian education 

within the denomination. 

 the Church promote an annual conference, to be held in various parts of the country, specifically to 

encourage families already involved in Christian education and to provide a stimulus to the creation 

of further Christian schools. 

9.  Clerk 

The Committee wish to record their thanks to the Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod.   

RICHARD R. ROSS, Convener 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;      

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk; 

3. The General Assembly note the completion of the revision of the Sabbath School and Bible Class 

Workbooks.  They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been achieved thus far to that end and 

commend the use of the Sabbath School and Bible Class Workbooks; 

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so freely give of their 

time; 

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, making and marking the 

annual Sabbath School & Bible Class examination papers; 

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate those who 

participated this year; 

7. The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter Catechism Diploma 

and encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote the Scheme; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan for their faithful work in organising the All-

Age Holiday and would encourage them both as they undertake the work again this year; 

9. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation to discontinue the All-Age Holiday 

next year, unless a cheaper venue can be found; 

10. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for their faithful 

leadership of the Youth Camp and the Senior Camp, respectively; they also thank Joan MacKintosh, 

Liz MacKay, Katrina Mackay, Matthew Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum 

Smith; 

11. The General Assembly commend Christian education to the prayerful interest of the wider Church; 

12. The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation for the development of a page on the 

Church website to facilitate and promote Christian Educational resources and information; 

13. The General Assembly approve in principle the setting up of a dedicated fund for assistance with 

Christian education within the denomination and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee for further consideration; 

14. The General Assembly approve in principle of the holding of an annual conference dedicated to 

Christian education, and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  for further 

consideration; 

15. The General Assembly commend all those involved in education, whether in the State sector or in the 

different forms of Christian education, to the prayers of the Church. 
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APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations  2017-2018 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:   

 

Bible Class Grade 

 

14 took part in the examination  

 

Prizewinner: Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway 

 

Cross Hugh MacDonald, Kirsty Morrison, Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod 

Knock & Point Alexander Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod 

Partick Kenny Mackinnon, Mairi Mackinnon 

Duthil-Dores Emily Hutton 

Stornoway Lily Craig, Thomas Craig, Susanna MacDonald, Calvin MacKenzie, 

Tarbat Ethan C. Macleod 

 

Sabbath School Grade 2 

 

12 took part in the examination 

 

Prizewinner: Sarah Craig, Stornoway 

 

Cross Heidi MacLeod, Annie MacDonald 

Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis Fraser, Kenneth J. Hutton,  

Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks 

Stornoway Sarah Craig, Lydia MacDonald, John Macdonald, Katie MacKenzie, 

Tarbat Malcolm S. MacLeod  

 
Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

Duthil-Dores Grade 1 Anna Marie Morrison 

Duthil-Dores Grade 3 Callum Arie Morrison 

   

Catechism Diploma 

Silver Stornoway John MacDonald, Thomas Craig 
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V. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION COMMITTEE  

1.  Introduction 

The Committee are charged by the General Assembly to oversee all the financial affairs of the 

denomination and to seek to exercise wise stewardship of these resources. 

The Committee are aware that, what in accounting terms is named income, often represents the sacrificial 

free-will offerings of the Lord’s people.  They have sought to fulfil their duties in a fair and consistent 

way throughout the year, conscious that unless the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it. 

2.  Income 

Total income for 2017 was £817,235, a decrease of £109,068 (12%) compared to 2016. This decrease is 

largely the result of a mortgage deposit of £120,000 received in 2016 for the purchase of the manse for the 

Bracadale & Duirinish Congregations.  

Congregational Remittances (including Gift Aid) totalled £644,529.  Despite the budget for 2017 projecting 

a deficit of £91,685 we are thankful to the Lord that there was a surplus for the year of £39,755 (£52,427 in 

2016).  

For the fourth year in succession there were no Legacies to Central Funds and the Committee would draw 

the attention of the Church to the leaflet, Remembering the Church in your Will, which should be available 

in each congregation. 

Total Gift Aid tax reclaimed and credited centrally was £132,993, an increase of £262 compared to 2016.  It 

should be noted that this represents 20% of all Congregational Remittances.  (An additional £32,619.62 was 

reclaimed in the year via Gift Aid but was returned to local congregations.)  It is important to maximise the 

claim made under Gift Aid, and the Committee would encourage the Church to promote this within each 

congregation.  The Committee are grateful to Congregational Treasurers for recording and submitting the 

necessary information to claim Gift Aid, and the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme. 

Total Central Building Fund income was £90,535 (2016: £185,533); this figure comprises mortgage 

repayment income of £82,955 (2016: £175,513, of which £120,000 was an initial deposit), and net Central 

Building Fund remittances of £7,581 (2016: £10,020) (a decrease of 24% from 2016).  At the close of 2017 

the total in the Central Building Fund was £88,492 (2016: £80,911). 

3.  Expenditure 

Total expenditure for 2017 was £777,480 – a decrease of £96,396 (11%) mostly accounted for by payment 

of the £120,000 mortgage deposit in 2016.  Payroll costs were £538,379; a decrease of £13,792 (2%) 

compared to 2016. Payroll costs represent 84% of Congregational Remittances. 

The other major expenditure was mortgage loans repayments totalling £82,955 for five properties. 

4.  Net Assets 

At the end of 2017 the total net assets of the denomination amounted to £1,045,297, an increase of £39,755 

(4%) since 2016. This figure is comprised of cash funds of £647,092, net Fixed Assets of £558,796; stock 

of £5,362, loans due of £94,032, Gift Aid due of £68,161, prepayments of £1,991 and other debtors of 

£1,091, less property mortgage loans repayable to Stewardship of £322,972 and net current liabilities of 

£8,256.  
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Restricted Funds amount to £153,660 (£144,891 in 2016). 

5.  Budgetary Planning 

The Committee are grateful to Clerks and Conveners of Standing and Special Committees of Assembly for 

their timely submissions of their 2019 Draft Budgets. 

The Committee, having approved all the Draft Budgets, noted the projected deficit of £75,591 and recommend 

that the 2019 Draft Budget be noted and approved by the General Assembly.  As is customary there will be an 

opportunity at the General Assembly for Conveners of Standing and Special Committees to be questioned 

regarding specific details of their respective Committee Budgets. 

It should be noted that the above figure includes a proposed increase in Ministerial Stipend to £20,500 from 

1st July 2018.  Total annual payroll and related costs will therefore rise to £24,663 per minister. 

The Unclassified Budget includes provision for payroll costs for 20 ministers along with 2 x ½ stipend for the 

two current Divinity Students who are expected to be eligible for a Call from the latter half of 2019. 

6.  Annual Analysis of Congregational Accounts 

The Committee thank the General Treasurer for his analysis of Congregational Accounts and Statistical 

Schedules; this information will be circulated at the General Assembly.  This detail is provided to help give a 

realistic ‘snap-shot’ of the current situation, to encourage a prayerful concern throughout the Church, and to 

assist in future planning. 

7.  Congregational Monthly Remittances  

The Committee appreciate the commitment of Congregational Treasurers, each of whom, in addition to local 

responsibilities, liaises with the Financial Administrator at the beginning of each month. 

The Financial Administrator must forward updated Congregational Remittance figures for inclusion in the 

Free Church Witness magazine at the beginning of every month.  Additionally, in January, the final figures for 

the whole previous year must be confirmed for submission to the Church’s auditors.  It is important that these 

figures from each congregation are confirmed by the Congregational Treasurer, and any discrepancy brought 

to the attention of the Financial Administrator, as soon as practicable.  

The Committee ask that Congregational Treasurers advise the Financial Administrator in advance of any 

periods when they will not be available to confirm these figures. 

8.  Bank Deposits 

The Committee recognised its responsibility to safeguard the denomination’s cash deposit accounts by 

ensuring the maximum protection is available as guaranteed under the Financial Services Compensation 

Scheme (FSCS). 

In the event of a bank collapsing the FSCS currently offers account holders protection of up to £85,000 per 

financial institution, regardless of the number of accounts, or the overall total held in these accounts.  The 

Committee have therefore opened two further deposit accounts, each with different financial institutions, 

which will be used to hold cash funds.  Consequently funds are to be held by four different financial 

institutions each of which is safeguarded by the FSCS. 

9.  General Treasurer’s Department 

Mr Mackay is an excellent help to the Committee and denomination, both in his rôle as General Treasurer, 

and Adviser to the Committee.  

The Committee value and appreciate the Financial Administrator, Mrs Muriel Smith, who has carried out her 

duties diligently and efficiently over the past year. 

The services of CIB Audit, Stornoway have been appreciated and the Committee recommend to the General 
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Assembly that they be re-appointed as auditors for the coming year.  

10.  Loans 

11. Model Trust Deed   

The Committee became aware that current legislation appears to sanction the provision of grants and loans 

only for properties held under the Model Trust Deed as found in Act III (Class II) 1991, Act anent Grants 

and Loans by Church & Manse Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class II) 1988, Act anent Church & Manse 

Building Fund.  Consequently there is no current legislative basis upon which financial assistance can be 

provided from Central Funds in respect of buildings where title is vested in the names of Local Trustees.  

The Committee sought advice from the General Trustees as to the relevance of the references to the Model 

Trust Deed, as found in the aforementioned Acts, to the post-2000 Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). 

The Committee note that at no time was the Model Trust Deed enacted as Assembly legislation, but that its 

use had served as a device to protect the interests of the denomination when money was provided by grant 

or loan to congregations for property.  

As the Model Trust Deed is not “legislation” in terms of Act XVII (Class II) 2014, Act anent Legislation 

Prior to 20th January 2000, and because it has fallen into desuetude, the Committee recommend to the 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  

Mortgage Loans due to 

be repaid* 

Balance at 31st 

December 2016 

New Loans 

in 2017 

Repaid 

in 2017 

Balance at 31st 

December 2017 

Edinburgh 166,192 0 (34,756) 131,436 

Partick 70,090 0 (7,704) 62,386 

North Uist & Grimsay 37,759 0 (5,521) 32,238 

Duthil-Dores 50,740 0 (15,940) 34,800 

Bracadale & Duirinish 0 70,000 (7,883) 62,117 

TOTAL  £70,000  (71,804) £322,977 £324,781  

Loan 

Denominational Funds 

Balance at 31st 

December 2016  

New Loans 

In 2017 

Repaid  

In 2017 

Balance at 31st 

December 2017 

North Uist & Grimsay 48,000  0  0 48,000 

Harris 10,000  0  0 10,000 

Edinburgh 25,000  0  0 25,000 

Partick 25,000  0  0 25,000 

Duthil-Dores 25,000  0  0 25,000 

Total Church Loans £133,000  £0  £0 £133,000 

Car Loans 16,855  17,100  (13,892) 20,063 

Student Loans** 34,672  6,711  (413) 40,970*** 

Total Loans £184,527  £23,811  (£14,305) £194,033 

*The Mortgage loans figures are net of the £100,000 (4 x £25,000) repaid (see Assembly Report, 2016) on 

behalf of the then four congregations with mortgages, in order to reduce interest costs.  Therefore this balance 

reflects what is due to the Mortgage lender, and not the repayment of £25,000 which is to be repaid to the 

denomination as indicated in the next section of the table. 

**All Student Loans awarded since September 2011 are repayable  

***This includes an outstanding student loan of £10,987 awarded to a candidate who has since left the de-

nomination  
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General Assembly that Act III (Class II) 1991, Act anent Grants & Loans by Church and Manse Building 

Fund and Act XXXII (Class II) 1988, Act anent Church & Manse Building Fund be repealed, as found in 

para 15 of the Deliverance. 

Recent legislation, as enacted in Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing Central Building Fund, 

fulfils the purpose of Act III, 1991, by ensuring financial protection for the denomination when entering 

into Mortgage borrowing on behalf of a congregation, as found within paragraph 13 following: 

“Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security against borrowings and shall 

be the property of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), title being held for behoof of the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing) by the General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-

Trust.” 

Although seeking the repeal of Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing Central Building Fund, 

the Committee is asking that it be replaced by guidelines that will allow the facility of the Central Building 

Fund to be used to maximum effect, and which includes an identical provision (see 12. following). 

12.  Central Building Fund 

The Committee have reviewed and revised the operating of the Central Building Fund (CBF).  

The new guidelines, set out in para. 16 of the Proposed Deliverance, will allow the CBF to be utilised in 

two complementary ways.  

The existing facility for a congregation to secure a mortgage through, and with the support of, the Finance 

& Sustentation Fund Committee, remains.  Additionally, it will also be possible to use the CBF to 

accelerate the repayment of mortgages on manses and church buildings. 

This second use of the CBF will have two immediate benefits, in that the cost of borrowing will be reduced 

as interest payments are minimised, and, more importantly, it provides a structured and equitable way for 

the whole Church to support individual congregations.  A further and follow-on benefit is that these 

congregations, who presently must use limited funds to cover mortgage costs, will be able, at a much earlier 

date, to devote their funds to the ongoing costs of the ministry, and so, in some cases, no longer be 

dependent upon Special Arrangements.  Ultimately, using the CBF in this way will save on unnecessary 

expenditure and maximise the resources that the Lord has given us as a Church.  

In order to make these savings on interest costs, and to encourage these mortgaged congregations, and to 

bring increased remittances into Central Funds, and to motivate the whole denomination toward a more 

intentional working together, it is not essential that mortgaged properties be held by General Trustees.  

The existing rules governing the Fund in Act IV (Class II) Act anent Rules Governing Central Building 

Fund, are incorporated into the revised guidelines as Section A.  Beyond renumbering the paragraphs, the 

only significant change is the deletion of a clause from paragraph 14 of the original document (paragraph 13 

of the new guidelines): 

Remittances to central funds in excess of either the target of 75% of ordinary income or any such 

alternative commitment to remittances detailed in the Funding Agreement will be credited to the Loan 

Repayment Account 

Because the revised CBF will greatly advantage those congregations who secured and now service a 

mortgage through the CBF, the Committee no longer consider it necessary to repay any annual remittances 

in excess of 75% of ordinary income or any such alternative commitment, as presently stipulated.  This 

present, occasional scenario, creates a further level of administration for the Church, is of little financial 

benefit to mortgaged congregations, and does not allow a congregation the option of choosing to increase 
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their remittances to Central Funds.  

Further, the Committee do not consider it necessary or helpful to limit financial assistance only to those 

congregations who have the title of their property vested in the General Trustees: to do so would restrict the 

autonomy of local Deacons’ Courts, and may generate unnecessary administration.  Regardless of the legal 

identity of the trustees in whose name property is vested, whether it is Local Trustees or General Trustees, 

that property properly belongs to the one Church of which we are all part.  The Committee see that the 

advantages of offering financial assistance across the whole of the Church far outweigh any perceived ‘risk’ 

that may exist because ‘Local Trustees’ hold title.   

The revised CBF document sets out ‘guidelines’ rather than ‘rules’ in order to allow accommodation of 

future unforeseen circumstances without first petitioning the General Assembly.   

Since the inception of the CBF there has been no mortgage repayment default, and in the Committee’s 

opinion such a scenario is unlikely, although not impossible.  The planned contingency amount has been 

calculated to ensure that sufficient funds are available to protect the Church in the short-term in the event of 

such a default.  At the present level of borrowing, the contingency fund would be £4,450.  This is sufficient 

to cover almost 3 months repayment of the single largest mortgage, and more than 8 months of the lowest 

mortgage.  The contingency fund is not large, but it doesn’t need to be in order to safeguard the Church, 

until a longer-term solution can be settled upon.  

There is no contingency amount for mortgages arranged locally by local Deacons’ Courts, as final 

responsibility for making payment rests with that Court.  It would be hoped that any Deacons’ Court 

foreseeing financial difficulties would communicate with the Finance & Sustentation Committee seeking 

advice and assistance. 

The CBF is not for the financing of maintenance or upgrading work. 

It will be necessary to repeal the present rules, Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing Central 

Building Fund. 

The Committee commend the CBF to the whole church, and encourage Deacons’ Courts and individual 

church members to support it generously. 

13.  Properties 

Partick 

The Partick Congregation have been worshipping in rented property owned by the United Free Church of 

Scotland (UFC) at 2-4 Thornwood Terrace, Glasgow.  They were made aware by means of a proposal from 

the Glasgow Presbytery of the UFC that the property was for sale.  The Committee proceeded to work with 

the Partick Deacons’ Court and with the General Trustees to ensure title to this property was secured.  

Purchase of the property has now been completed and Title in favour of the Church has been forwarded to 

the Land Register for Registration.  

Shettleston 

The Glasgow Presbytery of the Residual Body of the Free Church of Scotland and the Shettleston Deacons’ 

Court, with the support of the Committee, entered into negotiations over title of the Shettleston Church and 

manse properties.  The outcome of those negotiations has been positive and title for both Church and manse 

properties is expected to be vested with Local Trustees of the Shettleston Congregation in the coming 

months. 

Ayr 

The Ayr Congregation worship at the Bethel Mission Hall on Lindsay Street and have been offered the 
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opportunity to purchase this by South Ayrshire Council.  The Congregation negotiated a suitable price, and 

the General Trustees have taken the matter forward and title to the property is expected to be secured in the 

coming months. 

14.  Support of Mission Work 

The denomination continues to support the work of the Gospel both within Scotland and in relation to its 

various missionary endeavours furth of Scotland.  Over the past year financial expenditure totalling £84,663 

was given as follows: 

Sri Lanka £42,410; Ballyclare and Doagh £5,000; Spain £500; Zambia School Work £600; Home Missions 

Work £26,738; Gospel Fund £8,428; Christian Witness to Israel £800; the balance (£187) represents Home 

& Foreign Missions Committee expenses. 

The Committee have agreed to support the recommendation of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee to 

continue the £500 monthly grant payment to the Ballyclare & Doagh Congregation, commencing from June 

2018 up to and inclusive of May 2019.  

The Committee support the recommendation of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee that £5,000 be 

allocated to Sri Lanka - Theological Training in their 2019 Budget.   

15.  OSCR – Water Charges 

As reported to the 2017 General Assembly an increasing number of congregations have been made aware of 

a liability for water and sewerage charges.  An essential criterion for exemption is that a registered charity 

has an annual income of less than £300,000.  As the denomination presently operates under one charity 

number the registered income is in excess of £300,000.  After referring the matter to the General Trustees it 

became apparent that there was a greater range of issues involved that might affect any change to our 

current status with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator; this became a matter for the General 

Trustees and will be included within their Report and Deliverance. 

16.  Wills Leaflet 

The Committee updated the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will, printing 2000 copies.  Some of 

these leaflets have been circulated with the Free Church Witness magazine and it is the Committee’s 

intention to carry out this exercise periodically.  Additional copies are available to Congregational 

Treasurers for distribution.  The Committee would like to express their thanks both to Rev. David Blunt and 

Mr Bill McQueer for their assistance in this matter. 

17.  Sustentation Fund Schedule Pro forma 

In a review of its Sustentation Fund Schedule pro forma the Committee sought to clarify the necessity of a 

Presbytery visitation for all congregations who are on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special 

Arrangements and for those who may be seeking admittance to same and that this visit should occur within 

a specific time frame.  The pro forma is largely based upon Act XVIII 1998, Act anent Sustentation Fund 

and Act XII 1984 Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – Amending Act XIII 1983. 

The Committee are convinced that a Presbytery visit should take place within 12 months of the date of their 

approval of the Schedule so that they can give an informed report on the congregation to the Committee, 

and the pro forma has been adjusted accordingly. 

In its consideration of the Sustentation Fund legislation the Committee recommend that, in the light of the 

denomination now having fewer congregations and the difficulty of applying the past legislation strictly to 

the present-day Church, the General Assembly request the Committee to undertake a review of all the Acts 

on Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII 1998 Act anent Sustentation Fund and Act XII 1984 

Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – Amending Act XIII 1983. 
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18.  Book Allowance Scheme 

The Committee considered establishing a scheme for ministers whereby they would receive an annual Book 

Allowance. 

The Committee were informed that were such a scheme to be implemented, and if scheme vouchers were 

exchanged for cash, the vouchers would count as earnings, therefore requiring to be added to stipend with 

PAYE and Class1 NIC also being deducted for taxation purposes.  If vouchers were exchanged for goods 

and services only (non-cash vouchers), then they would require to be reported on form P11D and still be 

processed through payroll and therefore subject to Class 1 NIC. 

Whilst the principle of the scheme commended itself to the Committee, from an administrative and taxation 

aspect it was deemed not to be beneficial.  

19.  Tain Property, 21 Jubilee Drive 

The difficulty in selling this property remained a source of concern to the Committee throughout the year.  

With the assistance of Mr John MacKenzie, Assynt, repair and maintenance work has been carried out on 

the property by contractors.  A cleaning company was also contracted to prepare the interior of the property.   

20. Ministerial Holiday Entitlement 

In seeking to clarify ministerial holiday entitlement the Finance & Sustentation Committee have drafted a 

Ministerial Holiday Entitlement – Guidance Document for Deacons’ Courts and are recommending it to the 

General Assembly for their formal approval: 

Introduction 

The status of a minister who occupies a pastoral charge is recognised, both ecclesiastically and in 

civil law to be one of an ‘Office Holder’.  Office Holders are not employees, as they are not under 

contract. However, it is possible for an ordained minister to be an Office Holder and an employee if 

he has an employment contract with the denomination.  An example of this would be an ordained 

minister in other than a pastoral charge.  A missionary not in a pastoral charge could be regarded as 

an employee.  A minister in a pastoral charge receives a stipend (as distinct from a salary), and from 

that stipend he is, strictly speaking, responsible for the provision of preaching and pastoral cover 

during any absences throughout the year.   

Holiday Entitlement: 

Holiday leave for a minister who is under the age of 65 and is in a pastoral charge shall not exceed 

42 days of which only 6 may be Sabbaths, in any one calendar year.  Any one holiday period shall 

not exceed 28 successive days without the minister informing the Presbytery of his proposed 

arrangements.   

In the case of a minister who has attained the age of 65 years and is serving full time in a pastoral 

charge; his annual holiday entitlement shall be increased to 70 days of which only 10 may be 

Sabbaths. 

All holiday entitlement, regardless of age, shall be taken up before 31st December or extended to 

28th February of the following year only with the agreement of Presbytery. 

Supply Costs 

The costs of the first of these 28 days’ supply per calendar year (of which only 4 can be Sabbaths) 

can be considered a legitimate expense, to be borne by the relevant Deacons’ Court.  In the event of 

the minister of the pastoral charge making use of his remaining holiday entitlement he becomes 

personally responsible for the payment of these supply costs 
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[Ref: Act IV (Class II) 1994, Act anent Leave of Absence and Act XX (Class II) 2003, Act anent 

Annual Leave for Ministers of Pensionable Age in Pastoral Charges]  

21. Cash Reserves 

A vexing and perennial question for the Committee relates to maintaining an appropriate cash reserve; is it 

faithful or faithless, and at what level should this be set?  Advice was sought from both the General 

Treasurer and CIB the Church auditors. The Committee have resolved, in line with the Reserves Policy 

detailed in the Annual Report, to set this reserve at £300,000. This takes into account a monthly stipend and 

salary commitment of approximately £50,000.  

This cash reserve will help inform future spending and budgeting plans.  

(B) SUSTENTATION 

22.  Stipend 

The Committee carried out its annual review of stipend in accordance with its Memorandum on Procedure.  

The Committee are recommending to the General Assembly that the ministerial stipend be increased to 

£20,500 as of the 1st July 2018 with a pro rata increase in the salaries of other employees of the Church; 

total annual Payroll and related costs per minister will therefore rise to £24,663. 

23.  Death-in-Service Scheme 

With changes in the national retirement age; given that many ministers remain in a pastoral charge beyond 

the national retirement age, together with the difficulty of identifying a suitable insurance product for those 

over the age of 70, the Committee reviewed the death-in-service provision currently available. 

The Committee are concerned that their proposal should not be misconstrued to imply any lack of 

appreciation for any individual, or that death-in-service cover be seen as an attempt to place a financial 

value upon an individual or his ministry.  

The primary purpose of death-in-service cover is to ensure some financial stability to dependants, who 

would otherwise, at a time of great distress and grief, be further burdened with immediate financial 

hardship.  However, the Committee also recognise that ordinarily there are fewer dependents once an 

individual has reached 70.  

The Church presently has insurance cover that will pay two-and-one-half stipend until the national 

retirement age.  The Church also has an additional policy with the same level of cover for those older than 

the national retirement age until the age of 70.   

Understandably, however, it is not straightforward to secure an insurance product providing a comparable 

level of cover for anyone past the age of 70. It would appear that few ‘employers’ find themselves in this 

situation and / or would make such provision for workers after this age. 

As an alternative to death-in-service cover, the Committee recommend that an ex-gratia payment of £5,000 

be paid, from Central Funds, to the estate of any minister beyond the age of 70, and still in a pastoral charge 

at the time of his death.  A pro rata payment would apply to any salaried worker beyond the age of 70.  

The Committee recommend that the General Assembly adopt the revised guidelines. 

24.  Congregations under Special Arrangements 

The Committee commend the Congregations of Aberdeen, Ayr, Brora, Harris, Knock & Point, North Uist 

& Grimsay and Poolewe & Aultbea to the prayerful concern of the Church.  Each of these Congregations 

met their financial commitments under Special Arrangements while attendance has largely remained at 

2016 levels.  A summary of the Annual Reports received from these Congregations is in Appendix I. 
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The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on the Equal Dividend 

Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years 

from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of 

Equal Dividend; 

 (C) SUPPLY 

25.  Pulpit Supply 

Once again, on behalf of the denomination, the Committee record their appreciation for the work done by 

retired ministers, divinity students, elders and others, who have provided pulpit supply throughout the 

Church in the past year. We believe that their labours are not in vain in the Lord. 

26.  Supply Fees and Expenses 

With Supply Fees and Expenses being reviewed triennially they remain as per the review of 2017.  The 

Committee do not propose any change to the current mileage rate of 32p per mile. 

 

 

28.  Resident Lay Agent 

The Committee continue to be thankful for Mr Donald Robertson who faithfully provides pulpit and 

pastoral supply in otherwise vacant congregations.  During this ecclesiastical year his service has been 

divided between the congregations of Assynt & Eddrachillis and Poolewe & Aultbea. 

 (D) CONCLUSION 

The Committee, which continues to have had a heavy workload over 2017, greatly appreciate the diligent 

and conscientious work of the Clerk, Mr Murdo Murray.  

The Committee value the support and expertise provided through the advice of Mr Murray Mackay the 

General Treasurer, who in the absence of an adviser from the General Trustees, has acted as a liaison with 

that committee, which he also advises.  

A. JAMES MACINNES, Convener 

TIMOTHY J. MCGLYNN, Vice-convener 
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 27.  Changes in Ministerial Personnel 

Ordinations & Inductions   

Rev. James Haram to Shettleston 29th July 2017 

Register & Rolls:     

Probationers:     

Rev. Murdo MacIver Licensed by Free Southern Presbytery 22nd June 2015 

Rev. Travis Fentiman Licensed by Presbytery of United States 8th November 2013 

   

Register of Ministers without Charge — eligible for call — as at 1st March 2018 

Rev. Murdo MacIver   
   

Roll of Resigned Ministers   

Rev. John J. Harding  
 

Rev. Sherman Isbell   
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  PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation Committee and 

thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their stewardship of the financial affairs 

of the Church during the past year;  

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty God in the provision 

for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual giver and every congregation for their sacrificial support 

of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the Gift Aid Scheme 

and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation Committee that the 

Draft Budget for 2019 be approved and note that there is a projected deficit of £75,591; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund and encourage 

each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship and note that all 

financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past year; 

8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property funding from the 

Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application process, details of which can be 

obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt submission of Statistical 

Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for managing financial 

affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all congregational treasurers to the 

importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a 

monthly basis by the Financial Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year end 

December figures; 

11. The General Assembly approve the measures taken by the Committee in ensuring that the 

denomination’s cash deposit sums are further protected under the provisions of the Financial Services 

Compensation Scheme; 

12. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2018; 

13. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st July 2018 for each 

minister is £24,663; 

14. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each month, a minimum of 

75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, in order to ensure financial support for 

the Gospel ministry; 

15. The General Assembly repeal Act III (Class II) 1991, anent Grants and Loans by Church and Manse 

Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class II) 1988 anent Church and Manse Building Fund; 
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16. The General Assembly approve the following Building Fund Guidelines. 

Introduction 

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular contributions can 

be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those congregations in need of places of 

worship and accommodation for ministers.  It is the Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim 

that this facility will commend itself to all of our congregations as a means of fulfilling the 

Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping the weak. 

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary purposes: 

(A)  To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon the financial 

credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee can intervene with practical and financial help if it is not possible for the local 

congregation to continue making the agreed repayments. 

(B)  To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds which can be 

utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing in order to reduce overall 

interest costs. 

Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing 

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage under the provisions 

of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building Fund Application form from the Clerk 

to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The Deacons’ Court shall then first submit the 

fully documented Building Fund Application form in connection with each project to 

Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and support of the 

Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.  Application forms received by the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee prior to Presbytery approval shall be considered only as 

part of the necessary information gathering process. 

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation Committee shall 

have regard to the desirability of the project, the suitability and standards of the proposed 

building, the funds available to the congregation from its own resources as well as those 

which may be available from other sources.  In particular, careful consideration shall be 

given to the congregation's capacity to meet the repayments of the borrowings involved 

while continuing to maintain their promised contribution to Central Funds for the 

maintenance of the ministry.  The factors governing the decision of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee in respect of any application from a congregation may include 

specific matters not listed in this document and shall always have regard to the overall 

financial position of the Church at the time that the application is being considered. 

4. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed to an application 

for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance & Sustentation Committee is ever 

conscious, however, of the autonomy of local Deacons’ Courts.  It is highly likely, 

nonetheless, that in seeking to spread the benefits of the Fund as widely as possible 

throughout the Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation Committee will discourage 

applications for financial assistance in instances where the proposed building is considered 

to be more commodious or expensive than can reasonably be justified.  The Finance & 

Sustentation Committee shall strive to achieve equitable consideration of all applications 
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  but, where congregations consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to the 

General Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds in 

regular form. 

5. In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building Projects, the 

application should take the form of a detailed statement of the nature and purpose of the 

structure, its potential layout and capacity and the availability of a suitable site.  Ideally the 

site should already be in the ownership of the congregation. In such instances where a new 

build is being considered, the Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked to 

consider the factors outlined above and they shall thereafter report to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee. 

6. Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should be submitted to 

the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  In the case of a proposed purchase of a 

manse this shall include a copy of the Details of Sale and Home Report.  Where an existing 

building is being considered as a proposed place of worship, a professionally prepared 

Condition Report and Valuation Survey should be submitted. 

7. The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the availability of additional 

funds for the project from central resources shall be final, but can be open to the process of 

review detailed in clause 4 hereof. 

8. Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected to contribute a 

minimum of one-third of the total projected cost.  The over-riding desire of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee, however, is the maintenance of Gospel ordinances in our 

congregations, and therefore, in ‘unusual’ circumstances the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee may be prepared to consider funding in excess of the norm for a place of 

residence for a minister.  Details of any such ‘unusual’ circumstances must be included in 

Section 3 of the Building Fund Application form and must also be supported by the 

Presbytery of the Bounds with documented evidence in Section 5. 

9. Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations shall be the subject 

of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between the congregation and the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee and will be legally binding.  The Funding Agreement document 

shall require to be signed by the respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down 

of funds will be permitted. 

10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow money from third 

party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed appropriate, to enable them to provide 

financial assistance to local congregations.  In no case shall such borrowing be for a term 

exceeding 20 years, and shall normally be for a maximum of 70% of the purchase price. 

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee provides is by way 

of commercially available building finance and the servicing of the borrowings thereon, 

repayment of the loan shall be by regular monthly contributions to the Central Building 

Fund at a rate to be specified in advance in the Funding Agreement.  This may be subject to 

variation in keeping with possible changes in the interest rate.  The General Treasurer shall 

be required to report any shortfall in repayment of loan to both the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee and the General Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period.  Any such 

decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.  In cases of serious 

default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it shall be competent for the General 
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Trustees at the request of the Finance & Sustentation Committee to petition the General 

Assembly for permission to sell the affected property.  The proceeds of sale of any such 

transaction will be dealt with as set out in clause 14 hereof. 

12. Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security against borrowings 

and shall be the property of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), title being held for 

behoof of the FC(C) by the General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust. 

13. Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions shall have a Loan 

Repayment Account raised in their name by the General Treasurer.  If at any time in the 

future the total debit amount appearing on that account has been fully discharged by 

financial contributions received from the congregation, it shall be competent for the 

congregation to apply to have title transferred to local trustees elected for the purpose in 

accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly.  The appropriate process for transfer of title 

is by Petition to the General Assembly. 

14. Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General Trustees must be 

sought by the congregation in conformity with the relevant Acts of Assembly.  The 

appropriate mechanism is by Petition to the General Assembly routed through the 

Presbytery of the Bounds and must be accompanied by full supporting documentation.  The 

first call on the proceeds of sale of such a duly authorised transaction shall be to clear off 

any remaining congregational debit balance on the Loan Repayment Account.  Subject to 

the terms of the Petition submitted for the purpose to the General Assembly, any remaining 

balance of the sale proceeds may be remitted to the congregation.   

Section (B) – Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt 

15. A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage repayments of all loans 

serviced through the Central Building Fund, will be retained as an operating minimum in the 

Central Building Fund.  This contingency amount will be used, as necessary, to ensure the 

monthly repayment of each congregation is achieved, and so to prevent any default and 

financial penalty that this would otherwise incur.  This contingency amount is to be 

replenished as a priority as funds are received into the Central Building Fund. 

16. In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund then the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of urgency to plan a long-term response. 

17. To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in consequence to the 

whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to the above contingency amount shall be 

disbursed equally, as a grant, to all congregations repaying mortgage loans for either Church 

or manse properties.  No distinction will apply, whether the mortgage was secured by the 

General Trustees through the Central Building Fund, or by local trustees directly from a 

financial lender.  The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall arrange to disburse such 

grant payments (as funds dictate) at each ordinary meeting of the Committee. 

18. Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the grant shall be 

paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial lender, and the relevant Deacons’ 

Court informed of the transaction.  Where the individual Deacons’ Court administers the 

mortgage, the grant amount shall be transferred to the congregation’s account.  Central 

Building Fund grants must only be used toward the redemption of the identified mortgage. 

19. Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an alternative to, but must 

be in addition to, regular loan repayments. 
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  20. Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee of each 

congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment.  No other application process 

is necessary to receive a grant from the Central Building Fund, though congregations may 

decline financial assistance by intimating this to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

21. To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and congregations, 

information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the Central Building Fund shall be 

published in the Free Church Witness magazine and on the denomination’s web site. 

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all congregations equally, there 

may be occasions when a particular project might be prioritised by the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee.  The duration and purpose of any such specific project shall be 

clearly communicated and promoted throughout the church, as above, and by specific 

appeal. 

23. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by the General 

Assembly. 

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class II) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing Central 

Building Fund; 

17. The General Assembly note, with gratitude to the Lord, the property developments in the 

Congregations of Partick, Shettleston and Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church when drawing up 

their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will to the attention of our 

congregations; the General Assembly also thank Rev. David Blunt and Mr Bill McQueer for their help 

in the printing and distribution of the revised leaflet; 

19. The General Assembly recommend the Ministerial Holiday Entitlement – Guidance Document to all 

Deacons’ Courts and Finance Committees; 

20. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation 

Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class II) 1998, Act anent Sustentation Fund and Act XII (Class II) 

1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – Amending Act XIII 1983; 

21. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the continued dedication and 

professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his duties in the past year; 

22. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her diligence and 

efficiency over another year;  

23. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of the Church over 

the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year; 

24. The General Assembly recognise the prudence of maintaining cash reserves of £300,000.  

25. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations and the particular 

challenges faced at local level; 

26. The General Assembly approve the following Death-in-Service Scheme: 

i. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the estate of each 
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minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, who had not attained the age of 

70 at the time of his death. 

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the estate of each    

employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his or her death. 

ii. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will be paid to the 

estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, at the time of his 

death. 

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of each employee, 

beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death.  

This figure is to be reviewed biennially.  

27. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on the Equal Dividend 

Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of five 

years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central 

Funds 90% of Equal Dividend; 

28. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels including the mileage 

rate of 32p per mile; 

29. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit supply over the 

past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

30. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr Donald Robertson, 

during the past ecclesiastical year in the Congregations of Assynt & Eddrachillis and Poolewe & 

Aultbea. 
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APPENDIX I 

Annual Report from the Congregations on Special Arrangements 

The following are summaries of the Reports submitted to the Finance & Sustentation Committee by 

ministers of various congregations for whom Special Arrangements were in place during 2017. 

Aberdeen  

General Overview  

The past year has again been a most eventful time for the congregation.  The congregation took possession 

of a church property in Long Walk Road, Aberdeen.  The Finance Committee did say they would give a 

grant for necessary repairs and as some have arisen we will submit those very soon.  

The numbers attending the earlier service on the Sabbath continue at around 25 with the evening remaining 

steady at around 25-30.  The Sabbath school has 1 Infant, 1 Junior and 2 senior pupils and several young 

ones due to commence in the next few years.  It is hoped that with our own building at the heart of a 

residential area we may be able to expand this work.  

Special Arrangements  

The congregation is deeply thankful to the Church for the provision of a minister.  The congregation 

promised £18,000 per year in their latest Sustentation Fund Schedule and have kept that commitment.  It is 

our desire to grow numerically and financially so we no longer require special arrangements.  In 2017 a 

great deal of work was again done by the Deacons’ Court as we took possession of the building and 

responsibility for all statutory requirements that come with ownership.  These men and the Treasurer have 

been a huge help throughout the year and continue to labour valiantly for the welfare of the congregation.  

Future Outlook  

Last year I pointed out the potential for greater growth here in Aberdeen.  We remain convinced that 

Aberdeen offers one of the most likely areas for congregational growth to the denomination and would 

encourage this matter be aided practically by the Committee.  Despite its isolated position, over 2 hours 

travel to the next nearest FC(C) congregation, we continue to see God’s faithfulness towards us in many 

ways.  

Ayr  

We are thankful to God, the Committee and the wider Church for the financial assistance to carry on our 

work and witness via special arrangements.  

In October 2016 our minister accepted a call to minister in Mebane, and we expect Mr. Beers will move in 

April 2018.  The Congregation are cast on the Lord for the provision of a ministry in the future.  

To strengthen their position the Session plans to present their long-held conviction to the Presbytery that the 

Congregations of Ayr and Arran should be linked.  The combined finances would then be much stronger 

and give greater possibility of calling a minister.  

The move of the Haram family to Shettleston has had a negative impact upon the congregational statistics.   

In October 2017 we were glad to have another of our young people profess faith and come to the Lord’s 

Table.  At the same time a lady began to attend services, who has since submitted her disjunction certificate 

to the Session, desiring membership.  Her husband attends with her on occasions.  

We had our annual week of outreach in the spring of 2017 when the Home Mission Worker was with us.  

We maintained a witness for a number of Saturdays throughout the year in Ayr town centre with a literature 
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table and tract distribution.  We cannot report any visible fruit as a result of this.  

Discussions with the Council toward the renewal of a lease for the building we worship in developed into 

an offer being made by us to purchase the building.  In the Lord’s Providence the opening of this door has 

been an encouragement and a test of faith to the congregation as they look toward the future.  

We were also glad that our financial contributions to Central Funds (though well short of the Equal 

Dividend Platform) have been maintained this year at a comparable level to the previous.  Especially as we 

have lost a significant number of people. 

Again we thank the Committee and the wider Church for your continued support of the work in Ayr  

Brora  

Hopes of Settlement 

The congregation continue to hear both students and ministers who might potentially be called.  

Place of Worship  

Over the past year consideration has been given to the possible purchase of the former police station and 

adjoining police house on the outskirts of Brora.  

The congregation are reasonably well served by access to the Scout Hall, although that is not available for 

all their meetings in the course of a year and mid-week meetings take place in homes, primarily that of Rev. 

and Mrs Allan Murray.  

Accommodation for Minister  

The congregation have been actively seeking accommodation for a minister and are currently pursuing the 

possibility of the purchase of a house with assistance from Central Funds of the denomination.  The 

congregation have accumulated a building fund of some £50,000 total, the major portion of which would be 

available to put towards the purchase of a house.  

Supply  

The relatively remote location of the congregation from normal sources of supply and the general shortage 

of supply preachers has created difficulties.  Rev. Allan Murray has been exceedingly helpful both in 

locating supply preachers and in filling in when none are available.  

The Kirk Session have approved in principle the use, as may be necessary when supply preachers are not 

available, of services recorded by Edinburgh (or other) Free Church (Continuing) congregations.  

The Kirk Session and Presbytery are also pursuing the possibility of obtaining the services of Mr Donald 

Robertson on a regular basis.  

The congregation have recently lost through death one of their members, and one elder has resigned as he 

and his wife plan to move from the area to Inverness.  

The Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court remain positive and helpful and have, in view of the scattered nature 

of the residence of members of both bodies, carried out a successful introduction of meeting by means of 

the denomination’s computer and telephone conference call link, which can now be achieved much more 

economically than has previously been the case.  

Harris  

Attendances at Sabbath services have remained stable with 16 to 18 present at the morning and evening 

services.  Six or seven typically attend the midweek Prayer Meeting.  Given that we have an ageing 

congregation it is perhaps not surprising that illness has an effect on attendances from time to time.  The 
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minister visits the families of the congregation on a regular basis, as well as other local homes as 

opportunities arise, seeking to encourage a spiritual interest amongst the people.  

A family which previously attended one of our congregations elsewhere have recently moved into the area 

and we trust that their attendance at the services, and Sabbath School, will be an encouragement to the 

congregation.  

Following completion of the car park and establishment of a water connection, further work on the church 

property has not progressed as quickly as we would have liked.  It is expected however that erection of a 

new porch, including a toilet, will commence shortly.  We wish to record our thanks to several individuals 

both locally, and outwith the Presbytery, for the generous financial support given over the past year.  

During 2017 the congregation remitted to Central Funds an amount in excess of that agreed with the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee — amounting to 76% of ordinary income.  In January 2018 the 

congregation will commence repayment of the loan from the denomination as agreed with the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee.  

We crave the prayerful and practical support of the wider denomination for the practical and spiritual needs 

of the congregation. 

Knock & Point  

During 2017, the Knock & Point congregation has continued in relative stability.  We were encouraged by a 

new regular attendee, but grieved at the death of the senior elder of the congregation.  As the congregation 

is now free of debt, the remittances to Central Funds have significantly improved over previous years, and 

now exceed the Equal Dividend.  

North Uist & Grimsay  

Attendance  

Overall attendances at the services during 2017 were much the same as in 2016, with seventeen regular 

attenders at the Sabbath noon service and fourteen at the evening; the regular number attending the prayer 

meeting was nine.  We have one elder of our own and are grateful for the help of the two General Assessors 

appointed to the congregation by the Presbytery in 2016.  There were no deaths within the congregation 

during the last year.  Congregational fellowships were held in the manse during our Communion seasons 

and were enjoyed by those who attended them.  

Finance  

In May 2017, the General Assembly placed the congregation on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special 

Arrangements for a further period of five years subject to the congregation “promising to remit to Central 

Funds the sum of £14,500 per annum”.  

The congregation’s ordinary income in 2017 was £22,319, and the total remittance to central funds in 2017 

was £15,594 (an increase of £1,094 or 8% from 2016): the figure represented 70% of net ordinary income.  

Additionally the sum of £7,864 was remitted to the Central Building Fund during 2017, an increase of 

£1,020 or 15%.  

Outreach  

The congregation has a website (www.northuistandgrimsayfcc.org.uk) which provides details of our 

services and recordings of the sermons preached in the congregation.  It also offers free Christian literature 

and during 2017 there were two requests for pamphlets, both from overseas.  The site sometimes leads to 

people who are holidaying in North Uist attending our services.  Our bi-monthly congregational magazine 

entitled ‘Grace & Truth’ ceased publication in 2017, following the minister’s appointment as editor of the 

denominational magazine.  
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The congregation receives five free copies of the Church magazines each month which are passed on to 

people beyond the congregation.  We are thankful that we are welcome to visit in many homes beyond 

those represented in the congregation.  

During 2017 we continued to conduct a service of worship every sixth Sabbath afternoon in the nursing 

home at Carinish, which is approximately seven miles from our place of worship in Bayhead.  In addition 

the minister visited the local hospital at Balivanich in Benbecula when aware of people from Bayhead and 

the neighbouring districts who were unwell and receiving care.  

The minister has served as Chairman of the local branch of the Lord’s Day Observance Society since 2009, 

although sadly the branch has been inactive of late.  

Property  

A resolution of the local situation concerning disputed property was reached in 2013, which involved us 

vacating the manse but receiving clear title to the Paible (Bayhead) church.  What was a single title is to 

become two and although the matter has been in the hands of solicitors for some time we still await receipt 

of the title to the church.   

Future  

The islands of North Uist, Grimsay and Berneray have a total population of approximately 1,600 and there 

are four Presbyterian denominations with a local presence.  The Church of Scotland has two congregations, 

both of which have ministers, one having been inducted in December 2017.  The Free Church (Residual) 

has one congregation, a minister having been inducted in 2016.  The Free Presbyterian Church has one 

congregation, which became vacant in September 2017.  In addition there is an independent Community 

Church which has a pastor.  Occasionally people move from one congregation to another but we long to see 

people from the world coming out to the means of grace and we do what we can to reach them with the 

gospel.  

As a congregation we are most thankful to our bountiful God for the liberality of His people both within and 

without the congregation: this has enabled us to meet our financial commitments once again this past year.  

We look to Him in prayerful confidence, seeking that He would bless the gospel of Christ in our midst, for 

His promise is: “so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 

it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55:11).  

Poolewe & Aultbea  

The Congregation has continued in good heart over the past year with regular supply from Mr Donald 

Robertson, whose ministry is greatly appreciated by the people.  In early summer the congregation 

unanimously signed a Call to Rev. Murdo MacIver (Probationer) and we are pleased to say that he accepted 

the Call.  Presbytery hopes to arrange for the ordination and induction of Mr MacIver to the congregation in 

April of this year.  

The congregation itself continues to be very friendly and welcoming and those in it are active in seeking to 

encourage others to attend.  They are most willing to give both accommodation and hospitality to those who 

give supply.  The congregation is also involved in conducting worship both in the local Old Folk's Home 

and in the one in Gairloch.  

The numbers attending are about 12-15 with some encouragements in that there have been one or two new 

people coming.  However it is fair to say that the congregation is fragile and the sooner a settlement is made 

the sooner there is a possibility that matters might improve.  
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  VI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

Introduction 

The Committee met on three occasions at Westhill Church. Inverness.  The Committee’s workload has been 

considerably reduced over the years.  Subjects presently under consideration by the Committee are: 

1. Kiltearn FC(C) Funds 

2. Marriage Authorisation  

3. Church Property – Statutory Obligations 

4. Letting of Church Property 

Kiltearn Funds 

This is an ongoing dispute concerning frozen funds relative to the recent disrupted history of the 

Congregation.  Some detail is required here to inform Commissioners that they might be in a better position 

to appreciate the decision which the Legal Advice & Property Committee arrived at concerning these 

matters.  Committee members are fully aware of the ‘battle weariness’ of our Church arising from the 

earlier protracted court cases.  The contention is not with the Residual Free Church but with the Bank of 

Scotland, Dingwall.  

The Funds are held at the Dingwall branch of the Bank of Scotland.  Legal Advice and Opinion have 

already been sought in pursuit of recovering these funds.  This Opinion was favourably disposed to securing 

these funds, at law if necessary.  Also after a prolonged process which seems to have exhausted all other 

options, the recommendation of the Financial Ombudsman Service was to pursue the matter further through 

the civil courts. 

No Kiltearn Free Church (Continuing) funds were frozen immediately subsequent to the division of 2000.  

The funds in question are in an account established in the name of the Kiltearn Free Church (Continuing), 

post the Church division in the year 2000.  The Congregation serviced this account for 10 years in that 

capacity.  In 2010 a sizeable number decided to leave the Congregation and join the Residual Free Church.  

Despite the Bank of Scotland, Dingwall, being formally served with notice of these events, the then 

Treasurer, who was among those that joined the Residual Free Church, was allowed to withdraw a 

considerable sum from the Congregation’s account. 

In April 2015 the Bank of Scotland accepted that an error of judgement had been made and returned the 

withdrawn sum.  Soon after the Bank also agreed to remove the ‘freeze’ on the account and requested that 

fresh mandates be submitted to service the account.  The Kiltearn Congregation of the Residual Body of the 

Free Church was evidently kept informed of these events and they in turn submitted mandates under three 

names of men worshipping with them at Kiltearn.   

This account was never in the name of the Residual Body of the Free Church.  It is the Committee’s view, 

based on the Legal Advice and Opinion received, that the Residual Free Church have no moral or legal 

right to this money nor can they make a justifiable claim to it.  However, in September 2015 the Bank of 

Scotland informed the Kiltearn Free Church (Continuing) that due to the account being in dispute they had 

no choice but to freeze the money.  The Bank insists that this ‘freeze’ will remain until they are satisfied 

that the dispute has been fully and legally resolved.   

The Committee felt in sympathy with the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court in their view that there is nothing to 
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resolve.  The money belongs to the Kiltearn Congregation.  Furthermore, the Bank of Scotland approved the 

servicing of this account for a decade.  Any claim to this money now, by any other party, should have no 

credence.   

That the Kiltearn Congregation are unable at present to fund any legal action should not prohibit the Free 

Church (Continuing) from helping our brethren in a Presbyterian fashion.  However, in the event of a 

successful outcome, and the Bank of Scotland may well realise that they are in defiance of Legal Opinion 

prior to the case proceeding to law, then the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court would be happy to reimburse the 

denomination on incurred costs.  Therefore the Committee agreed that the denomination should proceed to 

further assist the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court by instructing the Church’s Law Agent to proceed accordingly. 

Following persistent attempts at eliciting a commitment from our Legal Agents, at the March Meeting of 

the Legal Advice & Property Committee Drummond Miller LLP indicated by email that no one in their 

current employment was qualified to prosecute the Kiltearn case.  Considering the long relationship 

between Drummond Miller LLP and the Free Church (Continuing), this was a great disappointment.  

Committee members are less than satisfied with the response from Drummond Miller LLP regarding this 

matter. 

The Committee resolved to pursue alternative Legal Agents to prosecute the Kiltearn case, which is where 

the matter resides at the preparation of this Report.  Should further progress be made before the General 

Assembly convenes then this will be intimated at the presentation of the Report.   

The Committee also expressed concern regarding how the Kiltearn case should be perceived by our Church 

at large.  It was agreed to take every precaution to avoid any misconception regarding the nature of this 

case.  Therefore, despite the ongoing grievance of the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court with the Residual Free 

Church, this particular case concerns the actions of the Bank of Scotland.  So in an attempt to lessen any 

apprehension amongst our people at the prospect of pursuing another case at law, it was agreed to inform 

the denomination of the matter through a brief explanatory report in the Free Church Witness. 

Marriage Authorisation 

The necessary paperwork for the denomination’s application has been submitted to the appropriate 

authorities within the Scottish Government.  To date no confirmation has been received although the current 

Authorisation runs to 2020.  The Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Maurice Grant for all his 

diligent help in this matter. 

Statutory Obligations 

Information came before the Committee concerning Statutory Obligations for public buildings.  Deacons’ 

Courts and Finance Committees have been informed of their legal obligation to comply with all statutes, 

common law and other relevant codes of practice. 

Letting of Church Properties 

Deacons’ Courts who are intending to let property, or part of the same, to individual groups, should ensure 

they have verified that such a group have Public Liability Insurance in place and, furthermore, that due care 

and attention is given to the possible legal consequences that may develop with regard to existing equality 

laws. 

IAIN SMITH, Convener 

JAMES I. GRACIE, Vice-convener 
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  PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee and thank the 

Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly approve the recommendation of the Committee to continue in its efforts on 

behalf of the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court and direct the Committee to ensure that the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) is adequately represented in all legal matters by legal Agents competent to 

protect and pursue the legal interests of the denomination; 

3. The General Assembly support the Committee in expressing gratitude to Mr Maurice Grant for his role 

in pursuing Marriage Authorisation for the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly approve the recommendations of the Committee to Deacons’ Courts & Finance 

Committees to take cognizance of all legal requirements concerning their properties. 
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VII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

Introduction 

In recent years the output of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee has been significant.  

With such a fast pace of change in our modern society, and sadly, such a rapid decline in both the religious 

and moral state of the nation, new and substantial issues continue to arise.  Over the past number of years 

everything from Scottish Independence to Child Protection, Romanism to legalised homosexual ‘marriage’, 

has taken the time and attention of this Committee.  How we long to be able to begin such a report with 

news that the tide has turned, that true reformation and recovery is underway in our society!  Yet we remain 

optimistic and confident, for our Lord is not, nor can be, unseated from his throne, and better days for the 

Christian remain ahead. 

The Report below is divided into two main sections: the first covering the more routine business attended to 

by the Committee over the course of the year; the second laying out something of the Committee’s view for 

the future strategy of their work.  

A.  Matters of Ongoing Concern: 

1.  Child Protection and Named Person Scheme 

As is well known, the Scottish Government intend to proceed with a version of the Named Person Scheme 

despite the earlier form of the legislation being struck down by the Courts.  In June 2017, the Scottish 

Government released its new proposal.  It is a greatly watered-down version of the original plan, and claims 

that any advice offered by a named person is entirely optional.  Despite the concessions there remain 

serious concerns about the use that will be made of the legislation. 

At present the legislation is on hold, having failed to include a suitable Code of Conduct for those likely to 

be appointed as Named Persons.  Mr Swinney, Deputy First Minister of Scotland and Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Skills, has said he cannot produce a revised code until September 2018 “at the earliest”.  At 

present no deadline is available to advance the legislation. 

Of more immediate concern to the Committee is that the Named Person Scheme legislation has been based 

on existing practice in Highland Region, and certain other regions have had in place for a number of years, 

or have more recently adopted, schemes virtually identical to the Named Person Scheme.  Nevertheless, as 

this area is clearly linked with the national proposals, the Committee have not directly progressed further 

with investigations into more regional variations at present.  

2. Smacking ban 

Despite earlier assurances to bring forward no legislation on this subject, the Scottish Government now 

promise to “ensure” that a Member’s Bill to implement a ban on smacking becomes law.  

The Green Party MSP John Finnie proposes removing the current clause of ‘justifiable assault’ for parents.  

This clause presently ensures that no parent can be convicted of physical abuse to their children if they 

smack them, provided it can be shown that this was justifiable in the circumstances.  Without this clause, 

no such defence is possible, and parents who smack their children are rebranded as lawbreakers, criminals, 

and child abusers. 

Given the alarming nature of this legislation, and the wide support it has amongst the political class, the 

Committee undertook to write to every MSP directly, asking them for their views on this legislation.  These 

letters were sent out in January and February 2018.  After responses from a minority of MSPs, a further 
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follow up letter has now been issued to those who did not reply to the initial letter.  The Committee will be 

collating the responses and will consider this matter further in June. 

This is, of course, yet another example of the Government overreaching its locus and interfering in family 

life.  

Based on the limited feedback to date, the Committee sadly report that the legislation appears to have 

widespread support amongst politicians, despite more than 70% of Scots believing an outright ban is not 

necessary. 

3. Organ Donation 

At present legislation is being proposed both at Westminster and Holyrood to make Organ Donation operate 

on an ‘opt-out’ basis, instead of the present ‘opt-in’ system.  The aim is to increase the number of organs 

available for transplants, and thus save the lives of many who are desperately unwell, through various kinds 

of organ failure.  The Committee have not addressed their concerns directly to the question of organ 

donation as such.  Our focus to date has been more on the underlying assumptions of the State in relation to 

the bodies of its citizens. 

The Committee noted that, contrary to first impressions, this is not a matter which belongs in the area of 

medical ethics.  The matter under debate is not organ donation itself.  It is the more nuanced question of 

whether organ donation may be presumed upon by the State, albeit with an opt-out for individuals.  It is 

presumed consent.  In particular, it is the presumption of State ownership of our bodies.  

Newspaper columnist Dominic Lawson warned that assuming people consent to donation is a “purely 

utilitarian approach”, and said “the State should tread with immense care in matters best left to families.  To 

enforce Whitehall-directed compulsion in areas of the greatest sensitivity to families is a recipe for 

discontent and dislocation between society and the State.  That can only be dangerous and destructive.” 

Is the State correct to take into its own hands the presumed consent of its population with regard to their 

own bodies at death? 

If we divorce the question from the morally commendable desire to save lives, we have a much more clear 

matter to consider. 

Do our bodies belong to the State? 

No.  Notwithstanding the laudable aims of the current legislation (the ‘opt-out’ clause can muddy the 

waters, but move it aside), and here we have a clear cut case of the State assuming the control of the 

physical remains of its citizens.  Our position is that body and soul belong to the Creator (Gen.1:27; 2:7).  

The soul at death returns to God who gave it (Ecc. 12:7). 

The body returns to the earth (yet with the claim of God upon it) to be raised at the day of judgement.  

Responsibility for the wellbeing of our bodies devolves upon man, as specified in the Sixth Commandment. 

But has God delegated authority to the State?  That may be done, without doing any violence to the 

principle that God is the ultimate authority.  This happens with parents and children.  Children are God’s to 

give — and yet parents are given authority over them during their childhood.   

No such delegation can be found to support the State having control over our bodies.  

The Biblical position does not hand over possession of the body at death to the State.  Notwithstanding the 

aims of this proposed legislation, nor the included opt-out clause, were the Bill to pass in its present form 

then there is a real danger that it would constitute a de facto claim by the State over the bodily remains of its 

citizens. 

4.  United Kingdom and relations with the Vatican 

We regret that, due to other priorities, the Committee has made no further progress during the past year in 
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the work which it began in 2014 to prepare a document dealing with Britain’s political relations with the 

Vatican, and the dangers involved in those relations. 

B.  Direction of Committee 

When the Committee met in June 2017 following the rise of last year’s Assembly, it is fair to say that the 

impact of the Moderatorial Address, emphasising the need to maintain a focus on First Table issues was felt 

by a number of members of the Committee.  Discussions took place at that meeting, seeking to apply the 

lessons of that address to the work of this Committee.  Over the months that followed, the direction of the 

Committee became a standing item on our agenda.  

The fruit of these discussions can be found in more detail in the Proposed Deliverance.  However some 

explanation may prove helpful at this point.  The first table of the law, of course, gives priority to the rights 

of our great God.  His worship, his way, on his day, must have priority, and this is the essence of all true 

morality.  Perhaps it is too easy to lose focus on the immorality of Sabbath-breaking, blasphemy and false 

religion.  Our society very rigidly divides morality and religion, and no doubt the church is more infected 

by this mindset than we realise.  

It ought then to be the concern of a Religion and Morals Committee, to seek to ensure that the honour of 

Christ is upheld in all areas of its remit. 

Our first thought then, when dealing with same-sex marriage, organ donation, or smacking, must relate to 

the rights of God to speak with authority, and for men to listen.  These are first table matters, before they 

are second table issues. 

Where our governments are so frequently in error is in failing to recognise their own duty to submit to the 

Lordship of Christ.  And where we, as the church, are at fault is in failing to tell the Government of its 

responsibilities to govern as the handmaids of Christ the King. 

Surely we ought to be challenging our civil rulers as to their obligations to Christ?  Surely we ought to be 

demanding that they bring forward no legislation that is outwith the proper jurisdiction of the Christian 

magistrate?  Now in many ways of course, this is precisely what the Committee has done over the years.  

We have faithfully and thoroughly written to lawmakers and politicians of all parties, even to our Monarch, 

raising the honour of Christ and the claims of his Word.  

Is it not time though to engage the wider church, and especially the radical court — the Presbytery — in 

these matters?  The Committee then would see itself as servants to the wider church, providing background 

materials, and suitable questions, which can be put by local courts to local politicians and candidates, 

challenging them on their understanding of their limits and Christ’s prerogatives.  Ideally such challenges 

should be made in person, by inviting politicians to meetings of Presbytery, and affording Presbyters the 

opportunity to question them directly, and also to explain the rights of King Jesus to them most plainly.  In 

so many matters of ethics and morality facing us today, our people and our leaders have no sense of the 

prerogatives of Christ whatsoever.  

This then is the direction we would like to pursue, if the Assembly are agreeable.  We would not forsake 

any existing obligations, nor ignore any new concerns that arise.  We would however limit our output, or 

rather target it.  The aim would be to support bodies such as the Christian Institute in their representations, 

and not duplicate comment, where we are in agreement.  If there are areas of difference, or if a matter is not 

being addressed in a satisfactory manner, the Committee would continue to endeavour to raise these matters 

to the attention of the wider church, and lobby those in government in relation to them. 

GREG MACDONALD, Convener 

MURDO MACDONALD, Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They encourage 

Congregations and individuals to inform the Committee of local matters of particular spiritual and moral 

concern that might be helped by being more widely known and by being addressed by the Committee; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing concerns relating to the Named Person Scheme and Child 

Protection issues.  They renew their direction to the Committee on Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

to investigate the relationship of the Named Person legislation and the implementation of the existing 

Child Protection system and report to next General Assembly with recommendations for both the 

denomination and for Christian parents.  At the same time they continue to pray that the scheme will 

ultimately be withdrawn; 

4. The General Assembly note the work done by the Committee to date in collating the views of MSPs in 

relation to the proposed changes to the definition of child abuse to include smacking.  They instruct the 

Committee to raise the serious dangers of this proposal with politicians and the public; 

5. The General Assembly affirm that the bodily remains of citizens are not the property of the State and 

record their profound concern that proposed legislation in relation to Organ Donation might undermine 

this principle.  They instruct the Committee to continue to monitor this area and raise all suitable Biblical 

objections to it; 

6. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to persevere with their research into the United 

Kingdom’s political relations with the Vatican; 

7. The General Assembly note the proposals of the Committee in relation to the proper direction of its 

resources to the effect that: 

i. the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations. 

ii. the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern. 

iii. the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups: 

A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose material in this area can be 

referred to. 

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view. 

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but these are not being 

addressed by other groups. 

iv. the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues that fall into 

category (A). 

v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and (C) as appropriate. 

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as the Biblical and 

Confessional description of Church / State relations. 

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over the proper limits of 

State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and (b) invitations to politicians to appear 

before relevant Church Courts; 

8. The General Assembly direct the Committee to investigate the whole area of the practical outworking 

today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the rule of Christ as King of nations, and 

report back with their recommendations to the next General Assembly. 
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VIII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

The work of the Psalmody Committee arises from the commitment of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to the use of inspired materials of praise only, sung unaccompanied, on the basis of our 

conviction that this is a Biblically-sustainable position. 

In 2000, with the division in the Free Church of Scotland which brought into separate existence the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing), it seemed like a dream that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

would ever be able to publish our own edition of The Scottish Psalmody, yet in 2013 that dream became a 

reality when the staff edition was published under our imprint. 

That publication was both expensive and ambitious but has proved successful to the extent that the entire 

original print run and a further supplementary print run have now been sold out and a new reprint has been 

necessary. 

Whilst the printing process for such a volume is straightforward, the binding of a split-leaf psalter is one 

which is technically difficult, time-consuming, and one for which the skills are not readily found.  The 

Committee are extremely grateful for the expertise, help and co-operation received from Messrs. Riley, 

Dunn and Wilson, specialist bookbinders, in seeing this reprint through to completion. 

The Psalmody Committee is in an unusual position among the Standing and Special Committees of the 

Church in that it normally brings in from sales more than the Committee expends.  Under current financial 

arrangements, all receipts from sales go into the Central Funds of the denomination; that being so, the 

Committee had no funds of their own to finance the reprint.  The Committee are therefore grateful to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee for making available initial finance to print and bind this further print 

run.  It is anticipated that the full costs will be recovered from sales of the new printing.  Efforts are also 

being made to ensure that it will be available to and through third-party sellers. 

The Psalmody Test consists of a planned programme of instruction in Psalmody, taking absolute beginners 

through, over a number of years, to a stage where they have a confident knowledge of some sixty-three 

tunes.  Initially the programme was of six years’ duration with twelve tunes each year (though beginners 

would do only six the first year and nine the second year).  It was later expanded to a twelve-year 

programme, again with concessions for those just beginning. 

The tunes specified for the Psalmody Test have been selected to cover a number of metres, different 

historical origins, different geographical origins, different musical styles (different in the musical challenges 

they present, some very commonly used and known), others less well known, but all drawn from the current 

printing of our edition of The Scottish Psalmody. 

The Psalmody Test has also been designed both to teach those participating to read the music they are 

singing and to sing in four-part harmony. 

Clearly the Psalmody Test programme is ambitious for individuals or small groups, not all of whom have 

ready access to qualified tuition.  This has been overcome by the production of an instruction and 

demonstration CD relating to the tunes specified for each year of the programme.  We have now reached the 

stage where the production of such CDs has been completed and an instruction/demonstration CD is 

available for each year of the twelve-year rotation of tunes.  Furthermore, to mark the completion of the 

cycle, a compilation CD entitled Praise the Lord has now been produced and is available priced £9.50. 
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The Psalms on this single CD have been compiled from recordings found on volumes 1 to 12 of the Worthy 

to be Praised CD series, produced by the Psalmody Committee of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing).  The CD insert contains the words of the Psalms found on the disk. 

The CD contains 30 selections and is available at the Sing the Psalms website along with the Worthy to be 

Praised volumes 1 to 12 and can be obtained from www.sing-the-psalms.webs.com/apps/webstore/ 

The Committee are extremely grateful to Rev. William Scott and Mrs. Isobel Scott and their team of singers 

and production experts for spearheading the Worthy to be Praised project and the Compilation Disk 

production and bringing these to a successful conclusion. 

Though not directly under the auspices of the Psalmody Committee, it should be noted that from within the 

denomination has come, through the labours of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, a complete metrical translation of the  

Psalms in Spanish, a link to which exists at http://sing-the-psalms.webs.com/apps/links/. 

The Committee pray that all these labours will further encourage God’s people in their use of the great 

songbook which God Himself has given to the Church in the form of the Book of Psalms, the ultimate 

manual of praise. 

John MacLeod, Convener 

Calum Macleod, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank 

the Committee, especially the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly note with gratitude the reprint of the staff version of The Scottish Psalmody; 

3. The General Assembly note with gratitude the completion of the programme of Worthy to be Praised 

instruction CDs and the Praise the Lord compilation CD.  The General Assembly express their grateful 

thanks to Rev. William Scott and Mrs. Isobel Scott and their team of singers and production experts for 

spearheading the Worthy to be Praised project and the Compilation Disk production, and bringing 

these to a successful conclusion; 

4. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those who took part in the 

Psalmody Test and thank all who helped them as well as those who tested them. 
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APPENDIX 

20 took part in the 2018 Psalmody Test (7 less than in 2017) and gained awards as shown: 

Cross 

Grade 1:  Kenneth Iain MacLeod (duly performed) 

Grade 3:  Heidi MacLeod, (continuation), Felicity MacLeod (continuation) 

Knock & Point 

Grade 1:  Norman A. MacLeod (duly performed) 

Grade 3:  Christina MacLeod 

Grade 5:  Alexander MacLeod  

Stornoway 

Grade 1:  George Kenneth MacDonald (duly performed), Peter MacDonald, 

Katie MacKenzie   

Grade 2:  Calvin MacKenzie (duly performed) 

Grade 3:  John MacDonald  

Grade 4:  Lydia MacDonald  

Grade 5:  Susanna MacDonald 

Grade 6:  David Craig (adult, continuation), Emma Craig (continuation), Lily Craig (continuation),  

Sarah Craig, Thomas Craig (continuation) 

Tarbat 

Grade 3:  Malcolm S. MacLeod (adult, continuation) 

Grade 6:  Veda Joy MacLeod (adult, continuation) 
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  IX. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 

The Committee are thankful to the Lord for the privilege he continues to afford of engaging in mission 

work at home and abroad.  We are indebted to his ongoing provision for the maintenance of the work and 

are thankful for those who support our efforts by their service, prayers and financial contributions. 

2.  Home Mission Work 

Our Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, continues to seek to bring the Good News to the 

unchurched through literature distribution, street evangelism and door-to-door visitation and his work in the 

past year has taken him to many parts of the United Kingdom.  The Committee would commend Mr 

Morrison to the prayers and practical support of the Lord’s people for the work done in the name of our 

denomination and for the sake of Christ’s kingdom. 

3.  UK/European Mission 

a.  Ballyclare & Doagh  

The Committee note with satisfaction that the work in Ballyclare & Doagh continues to develop as, does the 

outreach work in Portavogie.  The Committee commend Rev. Trevor Kirkland to the prayerful support of 

the Church.  

The Committee propose the continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month to the Ballyclare & Doagh 

Congregation, effective from the cessation of the current arrangements, up to and inclusive of May 2019. 

b.  London 

Services continue to be held in London under the auspices of the Knightswood Kirk Session.  The 

Committee commend this ongoing work to the prayers of our people. 

c.  Spain 

The Committee commend Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz who is responsible for three Preaching Stations in Spain 

(Barcelona, also known as Rubi, Miranda and Bilbao) which for the purposes of administration are treated 

as one although they are many miles apart. Recently two brethren, namely Wilson Calle and Hugues Pierre, 

have been ordained as ruling elders. The Committee give thanks to the Lord for this encouraging 

development.  

4.  International Mission 

a.  Zambia 

Sadly, despite ongoing attempts by the Committee to resolve the difficulties encountered with the Zambia 

Mission Trustees, no real progress has been made.  Indeed the responses received have indicated that there 

is no likelihood of our concerns being satisfactorily addressed.  The Committee have sought to disburse the 

funds held in the name of the Zambia mission and are of the view that the Church should no longer support 

the work there and instead encourage our people to support the work in Sri Lanka and Spain as both these 

works are fully in agreement with our theological position. 

b.  Christian Community Schools Association (Zambia) 

The Committee commend the work which Marjanne Hendriksen does in Christian primary schools via 

Christian Education Ministry (CEM) in Zambia to the prayers and support of our people.  It noted that the 
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monthly allowance of £50 originally intended for a three year period had ended in February 2018.  The 

Committee recommend that the General Assembly approve that we continue our support for Marjanne 

Hendriksen and increase her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up until February 2021, 

after which it will be reviewed again.  The Committee recommend that she be assured of their full support 

for her dedicated work amongst the children in the Christian schools. 

c.  Sri Lanka 

Vavuniya Mission 

The Committee commend Rev. S N V Partheepan, who works in Vavuniya, for his tireless efforts and 

diligent service to the mission work there.  The Church attendances continue to be encouraging and the 

work of the Seminary in Vavuniya takes place every month. 

Mullaitheevu Mission 

The highlight of this year has been the construction and opening of the new church building.  Readers of the 

Free Church Witness have been kept up to date with the progress of this work and little else needs to be said 

about it here.  But we do rejoice in the successful completion of the building and the generous help given 

from many quarters toward the financing of its construction.  We would commend this work to the prayers 

and practical support of our people. 

Pastoral Concerns 

As mentioned in last year's Report there have been a number of pastoral problems which Mr Shanmugam 

Partheepan has had to face.  In order to assist him in dealing with some of these problems, the Committee 

has in the past year sent out Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. James MacInnes to strengthen him in the work 

for the Lord.  

Diaconal Works 

Both the Vavuniya and the Mullaitheevu Congregations continue with a program of diaconal aid enabled in 

large measure by Ceylon Christian Care.  The Committee express its deep gratitude to them for the help 

they continue to give.  

Training of a Second Sri Lankan Pastor 

The Committee continues to make provision for the training of a second Sri Lankan pastor.  They continue 

to seek a suitable Candidate for training for the ministry but as yet no suitable Candidates have been 

identified.  The Committee will continue to keep this matter before them.  A sum of £5,000 has been 

allocated in the 2019 budget, should this eventuality arise. 

5.  Presbytery of the United States 

As reported last year the Presbytery receives virtually no regular support from the Committee.  The 

Committee remains available for advice if requested by the Presbytery but other than this there is nothing to 

report regarding the Committee’s involvement. 

6.  Smiths Falls 

The Committee has continued to provide pastoral oversight to the Congregation and are grateful to those 

who have given periods of supply to them.  They require continued pastoral care and a regular ministry. 

7.  China and Hudson Taylor Ministries 

The Committee continues to support the work of Hudson Taylor Ministries in China with the supply of 

ministers from among us who are able to assist in the work there.  Despite a short moratorium made 

necessary by the increased activities of the authorities, this work has been resumed and ministers of our 

denomination have agreed to visit China.  The Committee recommend this work to the prayers and practical 

generosity of our people. 

HENRY J.T. WOODS, Convener 
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 PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions, 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his continued 

faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his wife and family to the prayers of our 

people; 

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the Congregation of Ballyclare 

& Doagh and their outreach work at Portavogie; 

4. The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month to the Ballyclare 

& Doagh Congregation effective from the cessation of the current arrangements, up to and inclusive of 

May 2019; 

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work under the pastoral care of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz and 

commend it to the prayers and financial support of our people.  They thank Mr Ortiz for his diligent 

and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain and further afield.  They commend the various 

efforts made to further the Lord’s cause and commend this work to our praying people; 

6. The General Assembly commend the London outreach under the care of the Knightswood Kirk 

Session and seek to encourage all those involved in the work; 

7. The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee, no satisfactory reply has 

yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees.  They recommend that no further financial 

assistance be given to the work and encourage our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work 

instead; 

8. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and approve an increase in 

her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up until February 2021, after which it will be 

reviewed again.  The General Assembly assure her of their full support for her dedicated work amongst 

the children in the Christian schools; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka 

under the care of Rev. S N V Partheepan.  They commend Mr Partheepan for his tireless service and 

commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the prayers of our people; 

10. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for their 

generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in Sri Lanka; 

11. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States of America and 

encourage their brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work; 

12. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths Falls and commend 

its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of the Church; 

13. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by Hudson Taylor 

Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a number of our ministers to this 

work and encourage those who are able to give their services to this most worthy endeavour.  They 

note the increasing pressures being brought by the State upon the Church in that land and commit our 

fellow believers there to the protection of Almighty God.  
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X. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction  

Part of the answer to Question 155 from the Larger Catechism states “The Spirit of God maketh the reading, 

but especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of enlightening, convincing, and humbling 

sinners; of driving them out of themselves, and drawing them unto Christ.”  The compilers of the 

Catechism, unlike sadly many in the professing church today, grasped the importance of preaching.  The 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, along with our brethren in the denomination, agree with 

the Westminster Divines, and therefore wish to see those training for the holy ministry as best prepared for 

the task of preaching the Word of God as possible. 

2.  Assembly Legislation 

Following the passing last year of Act XX 2017 Act anent Examination of Students, instituting the Exit 

Examination Committee, the Committee duly sought to appoint an Exit Examination Committee consisting 

of the Seminary Lecturers and Exit Examiners.  It did prove difficult to arrange a meeting with all involved 

using Skype, but one meeting did take place in which most of the participants were able to contribute.  

From the meeting the Exit Examination Committee agreed that a document should be drafted and agreed 

among them outlining their understanding of the conditions required of them by the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee.  This document is currently with the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee for their consideration. 

3.  Student Update 

Thomas Buchanan, Ballyclare & Doagh, and Tom Budgen, Stornoway, are expected to finish their three-

year courses in 2019, and in due process will be eligible to be called.  They are proving to be students of the 

highest calibre and we are convinced they will be an asset to our denomination’s ministry.  Prayer is sought 

for them and their families as changes will inevitably come as they seek to follow God’s calling upon their 

lives. 

The Committee interviewed Mr Tyler Ray from Calhoun, Georgia, in March, whose application for 

recognition as a candidate for the ministry was supported by the Presbytery of the USA.  While in Scotland, 

Mr Ray was able to preach in Skye and Duthil-Dores which gave some members of the Committee an 

opportunity to hear him preach and spend some time in fellowship.  The Committee were pleased to accept 

him as a candidate and he will begin his four-year course in September 2018. 

By the time of the Assembly it will be known if the recognised student from the Southern Presbytery will 

begin to undertake his studies in September or not. 

Dr. Noah Manring has informed the Committee that he wishes to terminate his studies.  The Committee has 

contacted the Presbytery of the USA in order that they can clarify Dr. Manring’s position. 

4.  Free Church Seminary 

Seminary Lecturers 

Following the Assembly last year Rev. William Macleod, was appointed as lecturer in Systematic 

Theology, and Rev. James I. Gracie, was appointed lecturer in Hebrew & Old Testament.  The Committee 

welcome their appointments and note that both of them are enjoying their new responsibilities.  It is 

expected that the brethren will know blessed times as they seek to fulfil their rôles in  preparing men for the 

holy ministry.  We thank them for their willingness to serve.  Following Mr Gracie’s appointment he 
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 resigned as Clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  We would express our thanks 

to him for his sterling service to the Committee and Church during his clerkship. 

5.  Quinquennial Visitation 

During the year under review the Committee resolved to carry out a Quinquennial Visitation of the 

Seminary.  This took place at Westhill, Inverness on the 6th of February 2018.  The Committee met with 

the Principal, each lecturer in turn and finally with the students.  A further meeting will be held later this 

year with the External Examiners and a final Report will be presented in due course.  An Interim Report 

detailing the meetings and discussion to date will be distributed separately as an Appendix. 

6.  Conclusion 

1.  The Committee have yet to arrange a date for meeting with the External Examiners.  They will report on 

this and any other developments arising from the Quinquennial Visitation to the General Assembly of 2019 

or, should that be appropriate, to a Commission of Assembly. 

2.  The Committee would record their thanks to the Seminary for their assistance with this exercise and for 

the provision of catering. 

7.  Honorarium. 

The Committee believe that those engaged as lecturers or in the rôle of Principal and who are not in receipt 

of stipend should receive re-numeration.  An Honorarium of £1,000 per annum to any lecturer not in receipt 

of a stipend and an Honorarium of £500 per annum to a Principal not in receipt of a stipend were deemed 

appropriate. 

ANDREW R. ALLAN, Convener 

RAYMOND A. KEMP, Vice-convener 

SEMINARY REPORT 

Our two students continue to pursue their studies well and are coming to the end of their second year.  

There was one graduation last Session.  David Chin (Singapore) completed work in all courses and received 

his Diploma in September.  Mr Chin, a private student who for the greater part undertook his studies at 

distance whilst working as a Medical Doctor, had been one of the first intake of students at the outset of the 

Seminary work in 2003!  

The new lecturers appointed at the last Assembly have settled well into their work.  Though there are one or 

two private distance-learning students, for the present the Seminary lecturers are not taking on any others.  

The Principal and lecturer in Church History & Church Principles has intimated his retirement from these 

positions at the end of the 2018-19 Session (DV). 

In collaboration with the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Assembly Clerks’ 

Department work continues on the Seminary Constitution to update the pre-2000 Free Church College 

Constitution.  This will clarify matters in relation to private/distance learning students.  This should be 

finalised shortly. 

Once again, this year (2018) a Seminary Journal has been published, the fourth such Journal, with 

contributions from each of the lecturers.  Copies of all these Journals should be available at the General 

Assembly. 

The Seminary had a Quinquennial Visitation from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, 

the detail of which will be contained in the Report of that Committee to the General Assembly. 



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 134 [2018 

 

 

Our prayer to the Lord is that He would bless the work of the Seminary and its lecturers and that He would 

give the Seminary a wide influence in providing a sound Reformed teaching in these days.  We seek the 

prayers of the Lord’s people for the upholding and prospering of this work.  

Thanks are expressed to the congregation and Deacons’ Court of Greyfriars Free Church (Continuing) for 

the use of the building at Westhill as a location for the Seminary work. 

John W. Keddie, Principal 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and also the Clerk for his diligent efforts 

throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent service over several 

years; 

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William Macleod and Rev. 

James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers of the Church;   

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their work over the past 

year; 

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and students in the 

Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation; 

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial Visitation of the 

Seminary  undertaken  by  them  and  instruct  the  Committee  to  bring  their  final  Report  and 

recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a meeting of the Commission of Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the prayers of the Church. 
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XI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

GENERAL TRUSTEES 

1.  The Remit of the General Trustees 

The remit of the General Trustees is to manage the Trust Estate of the denomination, i.e. the assets in funds 

and property which the Trustees hold on behalf of the Church.  Their duties derive partly from civil law and 

partly from Assembly legislation.  As the Church is a registered charity, the Trustees are required to comply 

with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and regulations made under that Act.  Their 

responsibilities to the Church are set out in an Act of the General Assembly (Act X 2015). 

2.  The Current Rôle of the Trustees 

The first General Trustees were appointed by the General Assembly of 2007.  For the first few years their 

rôle was a fairly minor one, confined to such formalities as signing off the Church’s accounts to the Office 

of the Scottish Charity Regulator.  More recently however the General Trustees have come to take a more 

prominent rôle in the Church’s affairs.  This has been largely concerned with assisting Congregations to 

purchase buildings, particularly manses.  It has given the Trustees much satisfaction to be of practical help 

in this way, within the limits of their remit from the General Assembly.  That remit makes clear that the 

General Trustees have no direct rôle in determining applications from congregations for financial 

assistance for property, this being the prerogative of the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  The Trustees 

have however supplemented the rôle of the Committee by taking projects through the necessary legal 

processes, working in conjunction with the Church’s law agents.  This recognises that buildings purchased 

under the provisions of the Central Building Fund are legally the property of the denomination until all 

borrowings have been repaid, and title to these properties is accordingly vested in the General Trustees on 

behalf of the denomination.  During 2017 the General Trustees assisted in this way with the acquisition of 

church buildings for the Partick and Ayr Congregations which had formerly worshipped in these buildings 

on a rented basis. 

3.  Charitable status  

Over the past year the Trustees have been closely involved in matters concerning the Charitable Status of 

the Church and its Congregations.  The catalyst for this was a Government scheme whereby registered 

charities such as churches can apply for exemption from water and sewerage charges provided that their 

annual income does not exceed £300,000.  Several of our Congregations applied for exemption under the 

scheme but found themselves up against the obstacle that it is the denomination as a whole that is the 

registered charity and the annual income of the denomination is above the prescribed limit.  The question 

therefore arose whether Congregations could or should register individually as charities so that they could 

take advantage of the exemption scheme and any other schemes where annual income is a criterion for 

eligibility.  

In July 2017 the General Trustees issued a consultation document to Deacons’ Courts, through Presbyteries, 

seeking their views on this issue and inviting them to state their preference between retaining the status quo 

and moving to a system where individual Congregations registered as charities.  Replies were varied, with a 

majority favouring the status quo, a preference which seems to have been influenced by the view that 

Congregational treasurers would be faced with additional administrative work (at present carried out 

centrally) if Congregations were to register on an individual basis.  However some respondents maintained 

that no uniform system should be imposed on Congregations and that Deacons’ Courts’ should remain free 

to decide whatever arrangement is best suited to their particular circumstances.  This in effect envisages a 

flexible approach which could see a denominational and a Congregational system operating in parallel.   
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 The Trustees are attracted to this proposal.  They have made preliminary enquiries with the Office of the 

Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) and understand from them that such an arrangement would be 

compatible with charities legislation and indeed is already in place in other denominations.  The General 

Trustees accordingly recommend that where Deacons’ Courts are satisfied with the existing system of 

denominational registration they should be able to continue operating under that system as at present, while 

those who consider that their interests would be better served by registering individually should have the 

right to exercise that discretion if they wish.  Where this is done, it would be for the Deacons’ Court 

concerned to make application to OSCR on the basis set out in the 2005 Act, notifying the General Trustees 

of their intentions.  While such applications will necessarily reflect the different circumstances of individual 

Congregations it is important in the Trustees’ view that uniformity be observed on constitutional issues so 

far as these feature in the applications.  The Trustees therefore recommend that they be instructed to provide 

a form of words on constitutional matters to be used in all such applications.  The Trustees, assisted as 

necessary by the General Treasurer, will also be happy to offer any general advice or guidance which may 

be needed in formulating applications and complying with the OSCR procedures.  

4.  House at Tain 

The General Trustees have previously reported on the house at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, which was 

bequeathed some years ago to the Church.  The house was placed on the market over two years ago but 

despite some upgrading and some reductions in the asking price it has so far failed to attract any interest    

The Trustees had sought to have the title to the property conveyed to them by the Executors but have been 

informed by the Registers of Scotland that it is not their practice to register the titles of bequeathed 

properties which are on the market until a sale has taken place or the property is withdrawn.  The selling 

agents have commented that local market conditions are favourable and they remain confident that the 

house will attract a buyer.  The Trustees are satisfied that it should meantime remain on the market and they 

will update the Assembly as necessary when this Report is presented. 

5.  Personnel 

Members of the Board of Trustees are appointed by the General Assembly on the basis of nominations by 

their Presbyteries.  The past year has been a time of change for the General Trustees.  Two Trustees have 

retired (Mr John MacKenzie and Mr John MacDonald) and two have resigned — Mr Timothy Nixon, who 

had replaced Mr MacKenzie earlier in the year, and Mr Donald Martin.  Thanks are due to all these former 

members for their contributions.  The Trustees wish to pay particular tribute to Mr MacKenzie for his 

service as a Trustee over a period of ten years and his leadership over five years as Chairman.  Mr 

Mackenzie has given much of his time and talents to the service of the Church, and the Trustees and the 

Church as a whole owe him a very considerable debt of gratitude. 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn, has been nominated by the Northern Presbytery to replace Mr Nixon; Mr 

Thomas MacInnes, Portree, by the Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery to replace Mr MacDonald; and Dr 

Andrew Naylor, Harris, by the Outer Hebrides Presbytery to replace Mr Martin.  The Assembly are invited 

to appoint these three nominees and also to approve the current membership of the Board as set out in the 

Deliverance.  Mr Maurice Grant, representing the Southern Presbytery, was appointed Chairman on 12th 

February 2018.  There is currently a vacancy in the position of Vice-chairman. 

MAURICE GRANT, Chairman 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees for their continuing 

work on behalf of the Church; 

1. The General Assembly note the rôle of the General Trustees in the purchase of  buildings by the 

Church  for the use of Congregations.  They express their thanks to Mr Alasdair Buchanan of 

Drummond Miller LLP for his assistance and advice, always courteously given, on the legal issues 

arising from these transactions;  
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2. The General Assembly note the outcome of the General Trustees’ consultations with Presbyteries and 

Deacons’ Courts regarding registration for charitable purposes.  They approve the Trustees’ proposal 

that discretion be left to Deacons’ Courts as to whether they continue to operate under the present 

system of denominational registration or opt to apply for registration on a congregational basis.  Where 

the latter option is preferred the Deacons’ Court concerned shall submit the necessary application to 

the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator and notify the General Trustees of their intentions.  The 

General Assembly instruct the Trustees, assisted as necessary by the General Treasurer, to provide any 

relevant assistance to Deacons’ Courts wishing to apply for registration on behalf of their 

Congregations.  In the interests of uniformity, the General Assembly further instruct the Trustees to 

prepare and circulate to all Deacons’ Courts a form of words on constitutional matters to be used in 

such applications;  

3. The General Assembly note recent developments concerning the dwelling house at 21 Jubilee Drive, 

Tain, and on a sale being effected instruct the General Trustees to take forward the registration of the 

title of the property in their name; 

4. The General Assembly note the retirement from office of Mr John MacDonald on reaching the 

maximum age of service, and the resignations of Mr Timothy Nixon and Mr Donald Martin.  They 

thank these brethren for their service as Trustees and pray that they may know the Lord’s blessing in 

their continuing work for His cause; 

5. The General Assembly take this opportunity of thanking Mr John MacKenzie, who retired from office 

at last Assembly, for his ten years’ service as a Trustee, five of them as Chairman, and also for his 

wider work in a range of capacities on behalf of the Church; 

6. The General Assembly approve the appointments of Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Mr Thomas MacInnes 

and Dr Andrew Naylor as General Trustees.  They also approve the current Roll of Trustees as follows: 

Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn;  

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree;  

Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris;  

7. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees and for his 

continued diligence throughout the year.  They are also grateful to Mr Murray Mackay, General 

Treasurer, for his professional assistance and advice.  
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XII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

PRESBYTERY BOUNDARIES COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

The Presbytery Boundaries Committee was set up by the 2016 General Assembly to consider and provide 

advice to the General Assembly of 2017 anent - 

1. The rationale behind Presbytery boundaries 

2. The principles regarding the treatment of Congregations furth of Scotland 

3. The best way of providing Presbyterial provision for Congregations currently outwith the Bounds 

of a Presbytery, together with any practical observations thereanent. 

In 2017 the Committee’s remit was renewed and extended as follows: 

The General Assembly remit (a) the question of whether retired ministers having seats on 

presbyteries should be able, with the consent of the presbyteries involved, to transfer their seat from 

the presbytery they retired from, to the presbytery within whose bounds they now reside, and (b) the 

related question of the function and use of Presbytery Assessors to the Presbytery Boundaries 

Committee. 

In pursuing their remit the Committee has engaged in wide ranging historical research which has taken 

them as far back as the time of King David.  The difficulties of their task have included  

1. The limited historical records available to the Committee – The Church does not have easy access 

to a complete set of Acts & Proceedings of Assembly from the Reformation onwards.  Reference 

to what is known to be available to the Church at present is provided in Appendix I. 

2. The need to deduce principles from the limited information available, it being impossible in many 

cases to know definitively the precise reasoning for decisions made in the past. 

3. The breadth of the material which could be consulted in a limited time-frame. 

The Committee, however, are satisfied with the soundness of the conclusions they have been able to come 

to regarding the matters remitted to them. 

2.  The Rationale Behind Presbytery Boundaries 

It is noteworthy that the term “boundaries” does not appear in either the relevant Church legislation or the 

Practice.  The term used is “bounds”.  There is a difference.  The Oxford English Dictionary defines a 

“boundary” as “a line which marks the limits of an area; a dividing line.”  “Bounds”, on the other hand, 

usually represents the area itself.  During discussion the question was raised as to whether the phrase 

“within the bounds” referred to a demarcated territory / area or whether it referred merely to a collection of 

Congregations.  While it may be assumed on a superficial reading of the current edition of the Practice that 

the latter is the case, upon research, the Committee can now assert that historically the idea of Presbyteries 

being territorial has been firmly established, but that after the Disruption the phraseology of the Church 

became such that there was less emphasis on the territorial nature of the Church.  The events of 1900 and 

the decrease in the size of the Church since then have further weakened that emphasis with the result that 

today, in some situations, for many practical purposes, the territorial aspect has almost been lost sight of.  

This is explained below. 

The Grand Charter of Presbyterianism is The Second Book of Discipline agreed upon at the General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1578, sworn in the National Covenant, and ratified by the General 

Assembly of 1638 and by many other Acts of Assembly, and ratified by Parliament in 1592 and 1690.  

Within it, there is language which makes clear the territorial nature of the Church at the Reformation.  
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ChXII, ss2 states “First, seeing the whole country is divided into provinces, and these provinces again are 

divided in parishes, as well in landward as in towns; in every parish and reasonable congregation there 

would be placed one or more pastors to feed the flock, and no pastor or minister to be always burdened with 

the particular charge of more kirks or flocks than one only.”  It appears that the Church in Scotland adopted 

the Parish system which was first laid out by authority of David I, King of Scots (1124 to 1153).  In later 

Post-Reformation legislation, although the titles “Parish” and “Kirk” are often used as synonyms, 

interchangeably, there does appear to be an ongoing stress on the territorial nature of the Church.  For 

example the Acts of 1596 and 1638 refer to a Minister being deposed for prolonged non-residence “in his 

own parish”.  The Form of Presbyterian Church Government, adopted in 1645 implies the same under the 

heading “Particular Congregations” where it states: 

It is lawful and expedient that there be fixed congregations, that is, a certain company of Christians 

to meet in one assembly ordinarily for publick worship.  When believers multiply to such a number, 

that they cannot conveniently meet in one place, it is lawful and expedient that they should be 

divided into distinct and fixed congregations, for the better administration of such ordinances as 

belong unto them, and the discharge of mutual duties. 

The ordinary way of dividing Christians into distinct congregations, and most expedient for 

edification, is by the respective bounds of their dwellings. 

First, Because they who dwell together, being bound to all kind of moral duties one to another, have 

the better opportunity thereby to discharge them; which moral tie is perpetual; for Christ came not to 

destroy the law, but to fulfil it. 

Secondly, The communion of saints must be so ordered, as may stand with the most convenient use 

of the ordinances, and discharge of moral duties, without respect of persons. 

Thirdly, The pastor and people must so nearly cohabit together, as that they may mutually perform 

their duties each to other with most conveniency. 

The phraseology in regard to Synods implies boundaries were territorial.  Thus Synods were often called 

Provincial Synods or even Synodical Assemblies and Corresponding Members were to be received from 

“synodical assemblies that are nearest to one another” Act 1638. 

It appears clear then that boundaries of Parishes, Presbyteries and Synods were territorial and geographical 

and that they were drawn in such a way as were most convenient for the people and were for the greatest 

efficiency of the Church.  Over the years the boundaries of various such Courts were changed, as a perusal 

of the Acts of Assembly will show (Compendium of the Laws of the Church of Scotland Vol II p46f, p141).   

The Disruption had a profound effect on the Church in Scotland.  Those who quit the Establishment to form 

the Church of Scotland – Free, took with them the Constitution of the Church.  Aware, however, that they 

had withdrawn from a vitiated establishment, their language in regard to Kirks changed.  From 1843 

onwards, the word “Congregation” replaces the word Parish and Kirk in the legislation of the Free Church.  

There appears to be uneasiness with retention of language which more obviously belonged to the national 

church.  However, given the fact that the church of the Disruption was a large body and had Congregations 

throughout Scotland, the territorial idea persisted.  This is seen from the Practice.  The 4th Edition of 1886 

states inter alia that 

“A Presbytery cannot make any changes upon its name, the particular charges and localities under its 

jurisdiction etc” ChII, PartII, DivIII, s1 p61  cf ChII PartI, s7. 

“The proper designation, therefore, of anyone of them, is the Provincial Synod of whatever territory 

it comprises.”  ChIII, PartI, p73 

Thus although there is a constant reference to Congregations, there is nevertheless a stress on territory. 
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  Especially after 1900 and the reduced state of the Church, it appears that there was less emphasis on the 

territorial nature of the Church, but even the 1995 Edition of the Practice contains references indicating the 

territorial aspect of the Church:  These include: 

Reference to “district Presbyteries, regional Synods and a national General Assembly.”  Preface 

Reference to the locality and bounds of the Presbytery ChII, PartI, s5 p34 

References to Professors of Theology and Hospital Chaplains working within the bounds of 

Presbyteries ChII, PartI, s3.ss5,6. 

The Presbytery within whose bounds the Church’s college is located – the College is not in a group 

of Congregations, but a discrete geographical area.  ChII, PartII, A, 3.13, 4.2 p49,52 

It is therefore fair to say that in the Church in Scotland Presbyteries have always been considered as 

territorial, but that the emphasis on territory has reduced through the years, especially in the Post 1900 Free 

Church with the reduction in the size of the Church.  However, even in the post 1929 Church of Scotland, 

the effect of Church Union and the change (or dismantling) of the Establishment, has led to a situation 

where there is increasing emphasis on Congregations as opposed to Parishes. 

It should be noted that over the years in the Established Church both the Bounds of Presbyteries and 

Parishes were often changed.  This indicates that they were never unchangeably fixed and that then as 

today, the specific Bounds of Presbyteries and Congregations should be based on geographical convenience 

and efficiency.  Thus, the transfer of the Congregation of Poolewe & Aultbea from the Presbytery of Skye 

& Lochcarron to the Presbytery of Inverness by the General Assembly of 2015 occasions no difficulties 

assuming there is a logical division of territory today between the various Church Courts affected and all 

are aware of it. 

To many this discussion may appear academic but it is of ongoing practical significance. 

i. It is a reminder that, in the minds of the Scottish Church, Ministers and Sessions have a 

responsibility for all the souls within the bounds of their “parish”.  Even although the Free Church 

refrained from the use of the word parish after the Disruption this concept continued, even where a 

plurality of denominations existed in one area.  Every Congregation has not only a duty to care for 

those who associate together for worship and those directly connected with it.  It also has a duty to 

those who live in the vicinity within which it is placed.  This concept spurs on evangelism.  At the 

same time, the benefits of attending a “local Congregation” are stressed, as well as the courtesy 

and regard that ministers and Sessions should show to those of neighbouring areas. 

ii. It is a reminder to Presbyteries that they superintend a specified area of the country and that they 

have responsibility for Church extension within their bounds. 

3.  The Principles regarding the Treatment of Congregations Furth of Scotland 

Historically the Church in Scotland has viewed its primary pastoral and evangelistic responsibility to be 

Scotland.  However, this has not precluded: 

(i).the involvement of the Church in trans-national Assemblies; 

(ii).the work of foreign missions in terms of the Great Commission; 

iii).the provision of gospel ordinances to those who have moved outwith Scotland, but who have been 

unable to find a suitable spiritual home in the land where they have settled. 

In addition, the Church has received congregations sympathetic to the principles of the Scottish 

Reformation, which were unable to find a suitable ecclesiastical home in their own locality. 

Church of Scotland 

Between the Reformation and the Disruption, the Church of Scotland had involvement with various 

Congregations furth of Scotland.   

Campvere, Holland 

Following the marriage of its Lord, in 1444, with a princess of the Stuart line, a factory of Scottish 
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merchants was formed at Vere (Campvere) on the Island of Walcheren, Holland.  They obtained many 

privileges including the right to be governed by the law of Scotland, including having a Scotsman as a 

supreme judge.  At length in 1641 the Scots Church at Campvere became part of the Church of Scotland.  

The Assembly minute reads: 

“The which day a motion was made in the Assembly, that it seemed expedient for correspondencie 

that might be had from forraigne parts, for the weal of this Kirk, that the Scots Kirk at Campheir 

were joyned to the Kirk of Scotland, as a member thereof: which being seriously thought upon and 

considered by the Assembly, they approved the motion, and ordained Mr Robert Baillie, Minister at 

Cilwinning, to write to Mr William Spang, Minister at Campheir, and Kirk-Session thereof, willing 

them to send their minister, and a ruling elder, instructed with a commission to the next Generall 

Assembly to be holden at St Andrews, the last Wednesday of July 1642, at which time they should 

be inrolled in the books of the Generall Assembly, as Commissioners of the Generall Assembly of 

Scotland from the Scots Kirk at Campheir.” 

At the Assembly in 1642 they were instructed to send Commissioners, a Minister and one Elder, to the 

General Assembly every third year and “that whatsoever difficulty shall occur in the exercise of discipline, 

which the session there shall find too difficult for them, that they acquiant the Presbytery of Edinburgh, or 

commissioners from the General Assembly, with the same, to receive counsel and advice from them.”  

Later in 1704, the Assembly granted a Petition from the Consistory at Campvere that “the said General 

Assembly would be pleased to empower and authorise all Commissions of this, or the subsequent 

Assemblies of this Church, to act, cognosce, advise, and determine, in all affairs belonging to the said Kirk 

and Consistory of Campvere, that shall be proposed to, or pursued before them, as their immediate superior 

judicatory.”  Despite the fact that the last minister at Campvere was appointed in 1790, and that five years 

later the factory at Campvere came to an end, the Established Church continued at her Assembly to call the 

Roll for Campvere Commissioners until at least 1887!  See Mair, Digest of Church Laws 1st Edition p216f 

It should be noted that regarding the Church at Campvere, Mair,Digest of Church Laws, 4th edition, 1912, 

p. 371 includes the following: “It is stated by Yair (Scotch Trade in the Netherlands, 1776) that Mr Charles 

Gordon, admitted minister in 1686, and all who succeeded him, were members of the Presbytery of 

Edinburgh.  The records of this Presbytery at that date are not extant, nor those of the Assembly, so that it 

does not appear by what authority this took place.  But the records of the Presbytery have been examined in 

a case, taken at random, of an admission in 1730, and are found to corroborate the statement.  Yair also says 

the minister and his elder are likewise members of the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale; but of this there is 

no trace.”  Mair goes on to say that from the time of Mr Gordon’s departure “the Presbytery of Edinburgh 

took charge” of the calling and settlement of ministers and that in the later case of Thomas Hog’s translation 

from Campvere to Rotterdam Hog declined translation until he was “orderly released by the Church of 

Scotland.”  Mair adds: “The Presbytery of Edinburgh resolved that he should be translated, which was 

affirmed by the Assembly of 1699.” 

 James Yair, was Minister at Campvere from 1739 to 1784 (Fasti, Vol. VII, P. 542).  It would be reasonable 

therefore to expect that on a matter of this nature he could speak with some authority, notwithstanding that 

there is nothing in the Act of Assembly of 1704 to support his assertion that Charles Gordon (minister from 

1686 to 1691) “was the first minister of the Scotch church in Campvere who was made a member of the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh, which is continued to the present time” (i.e. 1776). 

 Given the fragmentary nature of the evidence it is difficult to understand precisely what the rôle of the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh actually was, especially in the light of the 1704 Act which declares the Church at 

Campvere to have the Commission of Assembly as their “immediate superior judicatory”. 

From the above it should be noted that the Church at Campvere  

    i. Before Admission was viewed as a Scots Kirk, not a Dutch Congregation. 

   ii. Became fully part of the Church of Scotland and they were enjoined to send Commissioners to the 

General Assembly. 
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  iii. Were directed to seek advice and assistance from the Presbytery of Edinburgh, which relationship 

was by unknown authority modified so that inter alia the Minister of Campvere was a Member of 

the said Presbytery, which Presbytery were also involved in certain functions in regard to the 

Congregation. 

iv. Had the General Assembly as their immediate superior Judicatory (this was altered in 1704 to be 

the Commission of Assembly, presumably as being of greater convenience to the Church at 

Campvere.) 

Many Scots ended up in Holland during the covenanting struggles and Congregations were formed.  It is 

significant, however, that despite these Congregations being given assistance from the Church in Scotland 

by way of the supply of Ministers, or by way of the licensing and ordaining of men for the Ministry, none 

of them were ever viewed as part of the Church of Scotland.  It appears that only the Congregation at 

Campvere, sought and was granted admission to the Church.   

Darien 

In the late 1690s the Kingdom of Scotland sought to establish a colony called “Caledonia” on the Isthmus 

of Panama on the Gulf of Darien.  According to Walter Steuart of Pardovan, “The Presbytery of Caledonia 

in Darien, is authorised to send two yearly representatives to the General Assembly: they being part of this 

national church, and subject to her Assemblies, as appears from the instructions given them by the 

Commission of the General Assembly 1699” Compendium of the Laws of the Church of Scotland 4th 

Edition Vol1 p238. 

Ireland 

The Church of Scotland was also active in supporting those who had left Scotland for the plantations in 

Ulster, often due to persecution.  Again Walter Steuart informs that “Upon petition from the most part of 

the Scottish nation in the north of Ireland, in their own name, and in name of the rest of the Protestants 

there, to the General Assembly in the years 1642, 1643, and 1644, representing the extreme necessity they 

had of more ministers, and how this church had formerly supplied other churches in Germany and France: 

The Assembly being willing to sympathize with every member of Christ's body, although never so remote, 

much more with that plantation which was a branch of their own church, they did for some years send 

ministers in mission to supply there, as may be seen by the printed acts in the years above-named.” 

England and other areas furth of Scotland 

Mair states that “The (Church of Scotland) Assembly “does not institute any Presbytery or Synod furth of 

Scotland, but only declares the propriety, where practicable, of its ministers in charge of fixed 

Congregations forming themselves into one or both Courts, and determines the conditions of its own 

relation to such courts and their members (Act V, 1833).  There is no judicial connection between the 

Church and these courts, and therefore no appeal from them to the Assembly.” Opt cit p211.  This may 

explain why Steuart can state, “in Assembly 1690, Sess. 8, they declined to send any ministers to 

Northumberland, upon a petition from some in that country, in respect that these people do not belong to 

this national church.”  Op cit Vol 1 p195  It also explains why Edward Irving, though removed from office 

by the Presbytery of London in May 1830, remained a minister in the Church of Scotland until deposed in 

March 1833 by the Presbytery of Annan (who had previously ordained him).   

It is interesting to note that between 1834 and 1839, despite presbyterians in England of Scottish descent 

organising themselves as The Synod in England of the Presbyterian Church in Connection with the Church 

of Scotland and making every attempt so as to enable them to be given the status of a Court of the Church 

of Scotland, the Church of Scotland herself, while speaking of her affection for the Synod would not 

concede to these desires.  Most of the Congregations threw in their lot with the Free Church at the 

Disruption and although eventually a Synod was re-formed in full communion with the Church of Scotland, 

it was not until the time of the effective dissolution of the Establishment and the Church Union of 1929 that 

the Synod became incorporated in to the Church of Scotland.  
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India 

In 1813 the East India Company resolved to maintain as part of their ministerial establishment one Minister 

of the Church of Scotland as Chaplain at each of the presidencies of Bengal, Madras and Calcutta, with 

provision for a suitable place of worship.  On the 30th May 1814, an act of Assembly was passed for the 

establishment of a branch of the church in India “to continue in full union and connection with the Church 

of Scotland”.  The Ministers were to constitute Kirk Sessions, subject to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh.  Additionally the Chaplains and Kirk Sessions were authorised to unite in any 

manner deemed expedient for sending Commissioners to the general Assembly.  Steuart, op cit Vol 1 p459. 

Summary 

1. Before the Disruption the Church of Scotland remained exclusively a Church of the Scottish Nation, 

and any Courts furth of Scotland which were deemed to be integral parts of the Church were in what 

may be thought of as Colonial situations, and in the plantation of Ireland – effectively extensions of 

Scotland. 

2. Presbyteries or individual Kirk Sessions furth of Scotland had a right to representation in the General 

Assembly, such representation being determined by the Assembly herself. 

3. Some Ministers and Kirk Sessions were placed under the supervision of a Presbytery, others, such as 

Campvere, had the General Assembly or her Commission as their immediate superior judicatory. 

4. There was an obvious change in attitudes to incorporation around the time of the Church Union of 1929 

and the abandonment of the Establishment as historically understood.    

Free Church of Scotland 

After the Disruption the Free Church had various Congregations furth of Scotland which are highlighted 

below.   

Jersey 

The congregation in Jersey resulted from the presence on the island of a garrison comprising members of 

the 26th Cameronian Regiment, many of whom were staunch Presbyterians.  They were dismayed that there 

was no suitable place of worship for them and in 1850 a request for help was sent to Rev. Thomas Guthrie, 

minister of Free St. John’s Church in Edinburgh.  A probationer, Rev. James Stewart, began holding 

services in Jersey, attracting islanders as well as soldiers.  When the Regiment left Jersey in 1851 the 

islanders refused to part with Mr. Stewart and applied to the Free Church for recognition as a congregation.  

They were recognised as a Preaching Station and placed under the care of the Colonial Committee.  Mr 

Stewart was ordained and inducted in September 1852 by the Presbytery of Lockerbie, and in 1853 the 

General Assembly placed the congregation, known as the Presbyterian Church in Jersey in Communion 

with the Free Church of Scotland, under the superintendence of the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh.  

However, the Colonial Committee continued to have a supervisory and facilitating role.  In 1856 the 

General Assembly resolved that “the minister of the congregation shall be recognised as a member of the 

Presbytery of Edinburgh, and the Kirk Session as entitled to be represented therein, it being understood and 

declared that this finding does not imply any connection on the part of the minister or congregation with the 

financial arrangements of the Free Church of Scotland.”  The Colonial Committee continued to include 

detailed information regarding the Congregation in their Reports to the General Assembly.  This 

arrangement was to continue successfully for some 15 years.  When in 1868 the General Assembly agreed 

to “the transference of the Congregation at Jersey to the jurisdiction of the Synod of the Presbyterian 

Church of England”, the reason given was “the obstacles created by the Congregation’s distance from 

Scotland to effectual Presbyterial oversight”, which had apparently led to misunderstandings latterly 

between the Congregation and the Presbytery.  The Congregation only accepted the separation with 

reluctance and a sizeable minority petitioned the 1869 Assembly for the link with the Free Church to be 

restored, but without success. 

Ireland 
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  The Synod of the Original Secession Church already had three Congregations in Ireland when on 28th April 

1852 they voted by a majority in favour of union with the Free Church and at the same time agreed on a 

reorganisation of presbyteries.  As part of the reorganisation the Associate Presbytery of Down & Derry and 

the Presbytery of Ayr were absorbed into the Presbytery of Glasgow.  Therefore at the time of the Union the 

following month, the three Irish congregations were in the Glasgow Presbytery of the Original Secession 

Church.  Thus, because of the way in which they became part of the Free Church, the three Irish 

congregations, with their ministers, were from the outset a constituent part of the Free Church Presbytery of 

Glasgow and no special reference is made to the Irish Congregations in the uniting Act (Act X 1852). 

When debating the Glasgow Presbytery’s application for temporal support for the three Irish ministers, the 

1854 Assembly did not seem prepared – at least at this stage – to consider the issues of principle involved, 

such as territorial influence (Lord Panmure having briefly touched upon this), but appears to have adopted a 

pragmatic approach whereby it treated the matter as an unavoidable consequence of the 1852 Union.  When 

speaking in support of the application for temporal support at the Assembly, Dr Buchanan made it clear that 

receiving it would not represent a general policy of extending the Free Church beyond Scotland, or even 

represent a precedent for taking ministers from beyond Scotland into the Free Church.  Dr Gibson 

emphasised that the Irish ministers and their congregations were adhering to the Free Church out of 

principle; they could find no suitable ecclesiastical connection in Ireland. 

It would appear that the Glasgow Presbytery struggled to maintain Presbtyerial superintendence over them 

due to difficulties with communication and travel and the Congregations were disjoined from the Free 

Church in 1863. 

London 

In 1939 members and adherents of the Free Church, resident in London, petitioned the Highlands & Islands, 

Home Missions and Supply Committee of the Church, requesting that regular Sabbath services be organised 

in London.  It is not known what lay behind the request.  Free Church services were held occasionally 

during the war but it was not until some years later that the Church through its Home Missions Committee 

began to hold regular services, the first of which took place on 12th June 1949.  It seems that the initial 

oversight of the “London Mission of the Free Church of Scotland”, as it was called, was undertaken by the 

Home Missions Committee, who arranged for ministers to supply a month at a time.  In 1954 the people in 

London brought a Petition to the Assembly asking them to instruct the Home Missions Committee to take 

steps to have Rev. Hector Cameron, Probationer, settled over them as their pastor.  The Assembly remitted 

the Petition to the Presbytery of Edinburgh to be treated by them as a regular Call.  In furtherance of this the 

Presbytery met with the congregation on 7th September 1954 and ordained and inducted Mr. Cameron as its 

first full-time minister.  He remained for three years.  From then on the congregation appears to have been 

treated as a regular charge by the Presbytery, which carried out Quinquennial Visitations and exercised 

general oversight.  The Acts of Assembly reveal that special arrangements were made from time to time as 

regards the London minister’s stipend, which was fixed at a higher rate than for ministers in pastoral 

charges elsewhere.   

Summary 

From the above it appears that 

1. Although the Free Church saw her primary pastoral and evangelistic responsibility to be Scotland, this 

did not preclude her having Congregations in other parts of the British Isles. 

2. The Congregations in Jersey and London had their origins with those connected with the Scottish 

Church, although this did not always continue through time. 

3. The Minister, Kirk Session and Congregation of Jersey had effectively all the rights and privileges of 

those within a Scottish Presbytery even although the Congregation were not included within the bounds 

of a Scottish Presbytery. 

4. The inclusion of Congregations in Ireland within a Scottish Presbytery was the result of Church union, 

and it does not appear to have been discussed from a point of principle. 
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5. The inclusion of London in a Scottish Presbytery may reflect the reduced state of the Church, with a 

less obvious emphasis on territorial borders, especially in the south of the country. 

6. Inclusion in a Scottish Presbytery did not preclude a supervisory and facilitating role being given to a 

Committee of Assembly such as the Colonial Committee. 

7. Special financial arrangements were made for these Congregations. 

4.  The best way of providing Presbyterial provision for Congregations currently outwith the Bounds 

of a Presbytery 

Having examined the above, the Committee have considered the best way of providing Presbyterial 

provision for Congregations currently outwith the Bounds of a Presbytery.  

Congregations within the British Isles 

The Committee believe that it is important to give any Minister, Kirk Session and Congregation the fullest 

rights and privileges as possible, whilst maintaining an emphasis on the fact that the Church’s primary 

responsibility is to Scotland and the Church has always viewed herself as territorial, even although this is 

less emphasised today in the reduced state of the Church.  They believe that this can be best achieved by the 

following: 

1. Such Congregations should be placed under the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery. 

2. The Minister of the Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected 

by the Congregation, should be recognised as members of the Presbytery which has superintendence 

over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon. 

3. The Home & Foreign Missions Committee should retain a non-judicial supervisory and facilitatory 

role, and report thereanent to the General Assembly for the information and prayers of the Church. 

4. There is a need to maintain the distinction between a Preaching Station and a Sanctioned Charge, as this 

affects both the right to the Kirk Session having a seat on a Presbytery and this in turn affects Assembly 

Representation. 

5. Financial provision should be determined by the General Assembly.  Reference is made to Act VII 

2017. 

6. Once there is more than one Congregation in a particular area, consideration should be given to 

establishing a Presbytery to cover that area. 

Congregations outwith the British Isles 

1. Such Congregations should be placed under the superintendence of the Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee acting in loco synodi.  This is effectively the General Assembly acting as the superior Court 

(as in the case of Campvere above) but through her Committee for the sake of efficiency.  Reference is 

made to Act XI 2009, Act anent Disciplinary Powers of Home & Foreign Missions Committee. 

2. The Home & Foreign Missions Committee maintain a supervisory and facilitatory role and report 

thereanent to the General Assembly for the information and prayers of the Church  

3. There is a need to maintain the distinction been a Preaching Station and a Sanctioned Charge, as this 

affects both the right to Assembly Representation. 

4. Financial assistance should be determined by the General Assembly through the Home & Foreign 

Missions Committee. 

5. Once there is more than one Congregation in a particular area, consideration should be given to 

establishing a Presbytery. 

6. Historically the Home & Foreign Missions Committee has maintained a non-judicial supervisory and 

facilitatory role for Presbyteries outwith Scotland and have reported thereanent to the General 

Assembly for the information and prayers of the Church.  The Committee believe that this is an 

important role and that it should be continued. 
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  5.  Practical Obervations  

Rôle of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee 

Historically, the Church has recognised that the situations which arise furth of Scotland can, even where a 

Presbytery exists, make special demands which are not easily met by the Courts of the Church.  In such 

situations, various Committees including the Missions Committee and Colonial Committee and their 

successors have been regarded as being generally in a better position to deal with the special needs of many 

overseas situations in matters which do not involve a judicial function.  In judicial matters or matters of 

special gravity the Missions Committee have been regarded as duty bound to refer them to the General 

Assembly ActX 1845.  Thus the principle of the Missions Committee acting in loco synodi seems to have 

been accepted in the 1900-2000 Free Church of Scotland as covering situations where in general terms and 

in non-judicial matters a superior Court would normally be expected to provide assistance and advice.  

Indeed, it may be said that this is a basic function of the Missions Committee.  Although there is no warrant 

for formal judicial action on the part of the Missions Committee, circumstances may arise where quasi-

judicial action required such as the recall of a Missionary. 

The Missions Committee were deemed to have an important role in supervising and facilitating the work of 

the Church in such areas.  Thus when revising the Foreign Missionary Regulations in 1962 the General 

Assembly indicated that while “Mission Presbyteries shall (subject to these [Foreign Missionary] 

Regulations) have full control of the more purely local preaching and (administratively) medical work, but 

otherwise, and in particular in respect of questions of Missionary policy, the Missionaries and Mission work 

in every Station shall be under the general administrative control of the [Foreign Missions Board] in loco 

synodi and the General Assembly.”  ActVIII 1962;  cf ActX 1845; ActIV 1901.  In the clear case of a 

missionary situation it is readily understood that it is the duty of the Missions Committee to keep a close 

watch on the situation and provide all the necessary help and support it can within the laws of the Church. 

This general supervisory and administrative control was also applied to “Colonial” or overseas situations, 

even where a Presbytery existed.  Although much of the administration was left to the local Presbyteries, 

the Missions Committee received reports, including financial reports, from the Congregations and generally 

ensured that the work was administered properly, the practice of the Church adhered to, and discipline 

administered by the relevant Church Court.  Even towards the end of the 20th Century, there were examples 

of the Missions Committee requiring to act to ensure that actions were taken overseas to protect the good 

name of the Church, information having come their way of a situation requiring formal judicial action 

which was, apparently, unknown to the relevant Presbytery themselves.  Given that “overseas” situations 

are such where there may be less familiarity with Church procedure and practice than at home, it seems 

wise to retain the supervisory and facilitatory role of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee even where 

a Presbytery has been erected.  It should be noted that the General Assembly have often conferred this role 

on Committees even anent Congregations in Scotland.  For example the Missions Committee have been 

given a locus in the supervision of Church Extension Charges and the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

have been involved with Special Arrangement, District Ministry and other categories of charges.  Indeed, 

historically, the Highlands & Islands Committee played an important role even although there were 

Presbyteries in the areas it served.  Where a Presbytery exists, a supervisory and facilitatory role does not 

usurp the normal functions of a Presbytery, and neither is there the formal review of Presbytery records, 

which are to be remitted for review to the General Assembly.  Similarly, Complaints and Appeals are heard 

by the General Assembly (eg Acts & Proceedings 2008).  

Meaning of in loco synodi 

For the sake of good order in the settled Church it has been deemed appropriate, and in some instances 

legislated explicitly, that certain matters should be carried out by Courts of the Church and that is what the 

Church has set out in its book of Practice.  Where the underlying conditions of the Church do not admit any 

manner of satisfying fully the principles behind the recommended Practice published by the Church, it is 

the duty of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee to ensure that the principles behind the recommended 
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Practice be adhered to under its supervision as closely as is possible in a situation in which the Church is 

not fully settled.  Some practical examples of the in loco synodi functions of the Missions Committee are 

given in Appendix II. 

6.  Retired Ministers 

From well before the Disruption and until 1981 it was the general practice that Ministers did not “retire”.  

When they felt they could no longer continue to fully discharge their office due to age, they applied for a 

“Colleague & Successor” and remained as “Senior Minister” of the Charge, with many rights and 

privileges, including a seat on Presbytery.  In 1981 this practice was abandoned and instead the practice of a 

Minister’s link with his Charge being broken through “retirement” was introduced.  Such Ministers while 

resiling their rights to active participation in the Courts of the Congregation (except by express invitation of 

the Minister or Interim Moderator), surrendering the emoluments of the Charge and their use of the Manse, 

retain a seat on the Presbytery where they last laboured in the Gospel (Act I 1981; Act IV 1991).   

In considering the question of whether retired ministers having seats on presbyteries should be able, with 

the consent of the presbyteries involved, to transfer their seat from the presbytery they retired from, to the 

presbytery within whose bounds they now reside, the Committee noted that such a proposal could enable 

some retired Ministers to remain more active in Church Courts with such Courts benefiting from their 

experience.  However, the Committee were of the view that the present practice should be retained.  In 

particular, the Committee noted the following arguments against change: 

1. There is a basic principle that a (retired) Minister should be a Member of the Presbytery in which 

he labours (or has laboured) and this should not be interfered with.   

2. Should a Presbytery desire the assistance of a retired Minister who resides within their Bounds, 

then they may Petition the General Assembly to have him appointed as a General Assessor to the 

Presbytery.  The Committee believe that such an appointment should be time-limited in that the 

Presbytery petitioning should retain the right not to seek reappointment if this is not desired or 

required by them.   

3. Although the question speaks of the consent of Presbyteries, it is altogether likely that those 

Presbyteries to which retired Ministers may wish to transfer would find it difficult to refuse such 

requests without embarrassment, offence or strife being occasioned. 

In the light of these arguments the Committee have not pursued this matter further. 

7.  Presbytery Assessors 

The Committee have assumed that the matter remitted to the Committee is that of the function and use of 

Assessors being appointed to a Presbytery by a Superior Judicatory.  Such Assessors 

1. may be appointed by a superior court, normally the General Assembly, on the request of the 

Presbytery itself 

 Or 

2. may be appointed by the superior court other than on the basis of a petition from the Presbytery in 

question.   

 

Reasons for appointment may include: 

1. to enable a Presbytery depleted in ministerial numbers to function  

2. to enable a Presbytery depleted in number of available elders to function 

3. to provide assistance to a Presbytery dealing with situations of particular difficulty and requiring 

additional expertise, for example in a difficult disciplinary case 

4. to provide for specialist expertise and experience in Church procedure in the unusual case of where 

this is lacking within the membership of the Presbytery 

5. to enable a retired Minister who resides in but is not a member of the Presbytery of the Bounds to 

more fully assist the Presbytery in the oversight of Congregations and the provision of Gospel 

ordinances within the Bounds.  In the past, there are examples of a retired Minister in a locality 

acting as the effective Resident Supply and being engaged as Interim Moderator by a Presbytery. 
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  The Committee believe that all Petitions from Presbyteries for General Assessors should be specific as to 

the reasons for the request made, and that any appointments made by the General Assembly in response to 

Petitions for General Assessors should only be in the light of the terms of the Petition. 

GRAEME CRAIG, Convener 

Proposed Deliverance 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries Committee and 

thank the Committee, especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed Presbyteries as being 

territorial, but that after the Disruption the phraseology of the Church became such that there was less 

emphasis on the territorial nature of the Church, which emphasis was further weakened following the 

events of 1900 and the numerical decline in the Church since; 

3. The General Assembly, whilst recognising that today, in some situations, for many practical purposes, 

the territorial aspect has almost been lost sight of, note that there are practical benefits in retaining such 

a view in that it is a reminder that, in the mind of the Scottish Church, Ministers and Sessions have a 

responsibility for all the souls who live in the vicinity within which they are placed, stresses the 

benefits of attending a “local Congregation”, and is a reminder to Presbyteries that they have 

responsibility for Church extension within their bounds; 

4. The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed its primary 

responsibility to be Scotland, but that this has not precluded involvement in areas furth of Scotland, 

especially, but not limited to “colonial” and mission situations; 

5. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland shall be under the supervision 

of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee; 

6. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within the British Isles, 

which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed under the superintendence of a 

Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such Congregation, and a representative Elder of the 

Kirk Session who has been elected by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery 

which has superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this provision, as in 

Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching Stations; 

7. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland and outwith the British Isles 

which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery shall be placed under the superintendence of the 

Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in loco synodi.; 

8. The General Assembly note that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee retain a supervisory and 

facilitatory rôle where Presbyteries exist furth of Scotland;   

9. The General Assembly thank the Committee for their helpful explanation of the role of the Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee in supervising Congregations and Presbyteries furth of Scotland and 

instruct a copy of the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries Committee to the General Assembly of 

2018 be furnished to all Congregations and Presbyteries furth of Scotland;   

10. The General Assembly instruct that a copy of the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries Committee to 

the General Assembly of 2018 be furnished to the Home & Foreign Missions Committee who shall 

engross sections 1-4 of the said Report in their permanent Record; 
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11. The General Assembly reaffirm the Acts of Assembly anent Retiral of Ministers, Act I 1981 and Act 

IV 1991;  

12. The General Assembly commend the advice of the Committee anent Assessors to Presbyteries that the 

Reasons for the appointment of Assessors may include: 

i. to enable a Presbytery depleted in ministerial numbers to function  

ii. to enable a Presbytery depleted in number of available elders to function 

iii. to provide assistance to a Presbytery dealing with situations of particular difficulty and 

requiring additional expertise, for example in a difficult disciplinary case 

iv. to provide for specialist expertise and experience in Church procedure in the unusual case of 

where this is lacking within the membership of the Presbytery 

v. to enable a retired Minister who resides in but is not a member of the Presbytery of the 

Bounds to more fully assist the Presbytery in the oversight of Congregations and the provision 

of Gospel ordinances within the Bounds.  In the past, there are examples of a retired Minister 

in a locality acting as the effective Resident Supply and being engaged as Interim Moderator 

by a Presbytery; 

further, the General Assembly remind Presbyteries that all Petitions from Presbyteries for General 

Assessors should be specific as to the reasons for the request made, and that any appointments made by 

the General Assembly shall be in the light of the terms of the Petition; 

13. The General Assembly thank and discharge the Committee. 
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  Appendix I 

Availability of Acts & Proceedings of Assembly 

1.  It is assumed for the purposes of this note that the Committee’s remit extends only to Acts & 

Proceedings before 2000.  Acts & Proceedings since that date are available on the denominational website 

(with the exception of 2000-2003 although it is hoped this may be rectified soon).  The Free Church 

(Residual) website has copies of the Acts of Assembly from 1900 but these cover the Acts alone.  

Post-1843 

2.  The Acts & Proceedings have been produced in their present form since 1900.  They comprise:  

The Acts of Assembly  

The Minutes of the Assembly  

The Minutes of the Commission of Assembly  

Reports to the Assembly From 1843 to 1900 the Acts & Proceedings comprised the above with the 

exception of the Reports of Standing Committees.  The Reports were produced as annexes to a volume 

known as the “Proceedings and Debates” which was virtually a verbatim record of the Assembly 

proceedings.  Where the Reports were particularly bulky, or had to do with disciplinary cases, they were 

usually produced as separate volumes.  From 1900 the detailed “Proceedings and Debates” ceased to be 

issued and the only detailed records of debates in subsequent Assemblies are to be found in the Monthly 

Record and in Press Reports, which in the early post-1900 days, and for some time afterwards, provided 

fairly full accounts.  

3.  Apart from the Mound buildings, there is a complete set of the Acts & Proceedings since 1843 in the 

National Library of Scotland.  These are available for consultation on the premises by anyone with a 

Reader’s Ticket. Extracts can be copied on payment of a prescribed fee.  Many of the volumes are also 

available in the Edinburgh Central Library, again with copying facilities.  

4.  The Assembly Clerks’ Department possesses a number of the Acts & Proceedings produced after 

1900 including a complete set from 1951 onwards.  Mr Maurice Grant also has a considerable number from 

the mid-1920s to the late 1960s as well as a complete set from 1971 onwards.  Additionally he has copied 

substantial extracts from the NLS collection, particularly for the early post-1900 period.  For the period 

before 1900 Mr Grant has several collected volumes of Acts & Proceedings including two covering the 

immediate post-Disruption period from 1843 to 1852 and two others covering the years 1879 to 1888 and 

he will be happy to give access to any of these to anyone who wishes them.   

5.  New College Library on The Mound has a complete set of the 1843-1900 “Proceedings and 

Debates” volumes, which are available on the open shelves for anyone with a Reader’s Ticket and from 

which extracts can be copied for the usual fee.  Sets in various forms of completeness are also held in other 

major libraries, including the National Library of Scotland.  There is (or at least was at 2000) a complete set 

in St Columba's, and the Committee is aware that scattered volumes were held in other congregations.  

Occasionally it becomes possible to obtain volumes.   

Pre-1843 

6.  The National Library of Scotland and the National Records of Scotland have substantial collections 

of Acts & Proceedings (or their equivalent) from 1843 back to Reformation times.  The original records of 

the Reformation Assemblies were sadly destroyed in a fire in 1834 but it has happily been possible to 

restore many of them from other sources.  In particular, a three-volume collection of records covering the 

Assemblies from 1560 to 1618 was published in 1839.  There is also extant a record of the Second 

Reformation Assemblies, commencing from the Glasgow Assembly of 1638 through to the start of the 

Commonwealth period in 1649.  Both the foregoing items are available online on the British History 

website.  In addition Mr Grant has a volume covering the Assemblies from 1690 (the first after the 
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Revolution of 1688) to 1720, as well as several others of the 18th century and the early part of the 19th.  

The latter include the years from 1834 to 1842 covering the immediate pre-Disruption period.  The 

Assembly Clerk’s Department also have volumes covering the years 1824 to 1842.  There is also a single 

volume comprising all the Acts from 1638 to 1842, but this is limited to the Acts only. 

7.  A CD comprising the Acts of Assembly from 1843 to 1999 is also available 
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  Appendix II 

Examples of the powers of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in loco synodi 

Normal  

Functions  

of courts 

Reserved  

functions of  

courts 

Area which Missions 

Committee can act in 

loco synodi 

Observation 

Licensing Reserved  No locus for Missions Committee 

Call to 

charge 

Technically 

reserved to 

Presbytery to 

moderate 

Church in non-fully 

organised condition, 

Missions Committee 

has a rôle.  

Where the church is not fully organised to the 

extent that there is an established local 

congregation with a communicant membership and 

authorised to call a minister, a call from members 

in the normal way cannot take place. 

Missions Committee may appoint a minister to an 

area of work in a particular field. 

Missions Committee take cognisance of local 

opinion to the extent practicable in a non-fully-

organised situation. 

Note 19th Century Highlands and Islands 

Committee in relation to appointment of ministers, 

even within bounds of presbyteries in Scotland 

under certain circumstances  

Ordination 

and  

induction 

Reserved  Missions Committee can request a Presbytery to 

act on its behalf to ordain a man and induct him to 

a charge which comprises work in a particular 

mission field or similar  

Discipline Some aspects 

reserved—

presbytery 

which inducted 

missionary 

maintains a rôle 

in formal 

discipline 

Missions Committee 

can remove from a 

field of labour a 

missionary not directly 

under a presbytery  

A very grey area. 

Missions committee can withdraw a missionary 

from the field without formal discipline. 

Charges of heresy or immorality would have to be 

handled in the normal manner by the presbytery by 

which the missionary was inducted to the mission 

field.  

Deposition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserved Missions Committee 

can remove from a 

field of labour a 

missionary not directly 

under a presbytery but 

can’t depose from the 

ministry   

 

Erection/ 

suppression  

of charge 

Technically 

reserved 

Missions Committee 

can define 

responsibilities  

Missions Committee is often dealing with a 

situation in which the church is not fully organised 

and no individual congregational charges exist in 

the normal sense.  The Missions Committee can 

therefore define and allocate to (or withdraw from) 

missionaries responsibilities which responsibilities 

in some instances amount to pastoral charges 

although that term is not used to describe them.  

General 

Supervisory 

rôle 

Normally 

carried out by 

church courts 

in a fully-

organised 

church setting 

Missions Committee 

has general 

supervisory rôle in all 

non-reserved areas of 

activity  

Missions Committee has a rôle in all areas furth of 

Scotland to provide guidance and assistance even 

where a presbytery and synod may exist.  It does 

not have a rôle to override church courts but rather 

to provide assistance and support, including 

financial support, where remoteness or other 

factors may create particular difficulties.  In this 

respect it has an omnibus rôle.  
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE COMMISSION 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

(CONTINUING) 

 

On Tuesday 3rd October 2017 and Tuesday 6th March 2018 there was no business to 

bring before the Commission and therefore the Commission did not meet. 

 



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 154 [2018 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[ This page has been intentionally left blank ] 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2018] 155 

 

 

STANDING ORDERS OF ASSEMBLY 

As revised and classified by Act VIII, 1853; and amended by Act VIII, 1855; Act VI, 1856; Act 

III, 1857; Act X, 1858; Act III, 1859; Act III, 1860; Act X, 1861; Act IV, 1864; Act IV, 1865; Act 

IX, 1866; Act VIII, 1868; Act I, 1873; Act I, 1876; Act I, 1885; Act IV, 1888; Acts VI, and VII, 

1889; Acts IX, XIII, XIV, 1890; Act V, 1891; Act V, 1893; Act VII, 1894; Act IX, 1896; Act X, 

1907; Act X, 1908; Act VIII, 1909; Act V, 1911; Act VIII, 1912; Act IV, 1913; Act V, 1913; and 

findings of 26th May 1916, 30th May 1921, 16th November 1921 and 29th May 1923 and Act III, 

1926; finding of 31st May 1927; Act V, 1929; Act VII, 1930; Act VIII, 1931; Acts VIII, IX and X, 

1933; Act III, 1936; Act VII, 1937; Act II, 1940; Act II, 1947 and Act IX, 1948; finding of 25th 

May 1950; Act VII, 1950; finding of 22nd May 1952; Act IV, 1954; Act VI, 1961; Act I, 1963; 

Act VII, 1963; finding of 19th May 1964; Act I, 1965; Act II, 1966; finding of 26th May 1966; Act 

XIV, 1967; Act I, 1968; Act IV, 1968; Act II, 1969; Act III, 1969; Act IX, 1970; Act XXV, 1973; 

Act I, 1975; Act XXXVII, 1975 amended by Act XI, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1977; Act XIV, 1978; 

Act II, 1979 amended by Act XII, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1979 and Act VIII, 1982; Act II, 1984; 

Act VIII, 1987; Act III, 1989; Act III, 1992; Act VIII, 1993; Act XXVI, 1993; Act XVI, 1995; 

Act I, 1996; Act III, 1996; Act IV, 1997; Act II, 1998; finding of 22nd May 1998; Act XX, 1999; 

finding of 10th May 1999; Act XXII, 2001; Act III, 2002; Act III 2008; Act X 2012; Act I, 2013; 

Act II, 2014. 

It is ordered — 

I. AS TO REPRESENTATION OF PRESBYTERIES 

1. That all Commissions, transmitted to the Clerk of Assembly, shall be revised by him, in so far as 

regards their regularity in point of form, and that the Clerk shall prepare a Report on the subject and submit 

the same to the Committee appointed by the Assembly for the revising of Commissions. 

2. That the Clerk of the Assembly shall furnish all Presbytery Clerks with printed copies of the form of 

Commission to Representatives hitherto in use, and also printed copies of the bona fide Certificates to be 

used by Kirk Sessions, according to Act VIII, Assembly 1853, and Act IX, Assembly 1863, for certifying 

elders who are chosen to be Commissioners to the General Assembly. 

3. That there shall be attached to Commissions a statement, certified by the Presbytery Clerk, of the 

number of charges in each Presbytery at the date of the Commission, and of any changes that have taken 

place during the previous year. 

4. That Clerks of Presbyteries shall send intimation to the Clerk of Assembly on the death of a 

colleague, or of the induction of a colleague immediately after that event has taken place. 

5. That the Assembly Arrangements Committee at its stated meeting in October shall ascertain the 

effects as regards representation of any changes in Presbyteries which may have occurred in the course of 

the previous year, by the death or removal, or by the induction of Colleague-ministers, or by the sanctioning 

or the reduction of charges by the preceding General Assembly or its Commission, or by any other cause, 

and shall immediately thereafter intimate to the Presbyteries concerned what will be their representation in 

the ensuing General Assembly. 

6. That the decision of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, so intimated to Presbyteries, shall be 

subject to review by the General Assembly, if appealed against or dissented from. 

7. That should any question arise between the month of January and the meeting of Assembly, not 
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provided for by these Orders, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet for the consideration and 

disposal of such questions. 

II. AS TO THE TRANSMISSION TO THE CLERK OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS, 

COMMISSIONS, OVERTURES, RETURNS TO OVERTURES AND PETITIONS 

1. That the names and full postal addresses of the Representatives of Presbyteries shall be transmitted 

by Presbytery Clerks to the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year, so far as they 

have been elected by that time. 

2. That all Commissions shall be sent up by Clerks of their respective Presbyteries, so as to be in the 

hands of the Clerk of the General Assembly at least one week before the Assembly meets. 

3. That all Overtures from Presbyteries and Synods, passed by the first day of May, be sent to the 

Clerk of Assembly not later than that date each year, in order that they may be duly arranged and printed, at 

the expense of the Assembly, for the use of the members, and that said Overtures be in the form of certified 

extracts from the Minutes of the Court by which the Overtures are transmitted. 

4. That Presbyteries shall transmit to the Clerk of Assembly their Returns to Overtures not later than 

the first day of May in each year; that said Presbyterial Returns shall consist of certified extracts from the 

Minutes of Presbytery; and that a separate leaf of paper shall be used for the Return on each Overture sent 

down by the General Assembly. 

5. That papers and cases intended to be transmitted to the Assembly through the Committee on Bills, 

shall be laid before that Committee by the Clerk of Assembly, and parties concerned shall be in attendance 

at that meeting. 

6. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except such papers as he may consider 

undesirable to print; that papers not printed shall be submitted in manuscript; and that if the Committee does 

not endorse the view of the Clerk, the papers shall forthwith be printed for the use of the Assembly. 

7. That these regulations shall not apply to Petitions for authority to sell congregational property, 

which Petitions shall not be transmitted through the Bills and Overtures Committee, but in the case of those 

addressed to the General Assembly shall be forwarded through the regular channels so as to be in the hands 

of the Principal Clerk not later than 28th February in each year. In the case of such Petitions addressed to 

the Commission of Assembly, they shall be forwarded so as to be in the hands of the Principal Clerk not 

later than one month before the date of the meeting of Commission to which it is proposed to submit them. 

The Principal Clerk shall lay each Petition before the Committee on Custody of Titles with a view to a 

report thereon being timeously prepared. 

III. AS TO COMMITTEE FOR BILLS AND OVERTURES 

1. That the Committee on Bills and Overtures appointed by the Assembly at their first diet, shall meet 

at the close of the first sederunt that day, and again if necessary on the following day before the meeting of 

Assembly. 

2. That there shall be no other meeting of the Committee except by leave of the Assembly on special 

cause shown. 

3. That the Committee shall see that all papers presented to them in Cases from Inferior Courts, 

whether forming part of the Record, or produced in evidence before said Courts, have been duly dated and 

numbered by the Clerk of said Courts, and marked with his initial; and that the Committee shall not receive 
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any paper which is not authenticated, unless upon special cause shown, to be reported by them to the 

General Assembly. 

IV.  AS TO PRINTING PAPERS IN CASES COMING UP TO THE ASSEMBLY 

1. That all papers coming before the Assembly — viz. Memorials, Petitions (excepting those for 

power to sell property), Applications, References, Complaints and Appeals, with Extracts of Minutes of 

Inferior Courts, relative thereto, as also Reasons of Complaint or Appeal; and in cases of Libel with the 

Defences and Evidence adduced — which are passed by the Inferior Court before the first of May, shall be 

transmitted in manuscript to the Clerk of Assembly not later than that date in each year, in order to be 

printed in sufficient numbers for the use of the members of Assembly; and that papers passed by the Inferior 

Courts at a later date shall be transmitted to the Clerk without delay. 

2. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except any papers which he considers may lead 

to discussions in the Committee on Bills and Overtures; that he shall retain these in manuscript, and submit 

them in that form to the Committee, and that a list of them shall be appended to the volume containing the 

papers passing the Clerk. 

3. That in cases of discipline brought before the Assembly by reference from a Presbytery or Synod, 

or by complaint by a minority of the Court, the expense of printing shall be borne by the Assembly 

Arrangements Committee; in other circumstances by the Complainer or Appellant; and that in all other 

cases, such as Petitions, References not in Causes, Memorials, etc. the expense shall be borne by the party 

having interest in same, or desiring a deliverance from the Assembly. 

4. That all such papers be printed in a form corresponding to pages of the volume of Acts of the 

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. 

5. That all such papers shall be stitched together, and provided with an alphabetical index; and that a 

copy thereof shall be placed in the hands of each member of the Assembly. 

6. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly to be bound up and kept 

among the Records of Assembly. 

V. AS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1.  Devotional Exercises  

1. That a bell shall be rung for one minute; and members shall take their places in the House before 

the Moderator takes the Chair; that the Assembly Hall doors shall be closed each day during the opening 

exercises to prevent interruption by persons entering the House during that time; and that the Assembly 

shall spend the first hour or more of the first diet of the second full day of their meeting in devotional 

exercises. 

2. That any proposal for a pause in the Assembly’s proceedings with a view to engage in special 

devotional exercise, shall be made to the Assembly only through the Moderator. 

2.  Business Committee and Committee for Printing the Acts 

1. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee to arrange the Business of the 

House (other than the Report A of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, which hereafter shall be 

considered at the first sederunt of the Assembly, the proposed Deliverance on said Report to be free from 

the application of Standing Order V.3.4); that the Business Committee shall be prepared to make their first 

Report to the Assembly at the first diet of the first full day, immediately after the report of the Committee 
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on Bills and Overtures has been read; and further, that the Business Committee shall report from time to 

time to the Assembly till the whole business has been disposed of. 

2. That the Business Committee shall in their Report indicate such petitions as are of routine nature; 

that motions and amendments regarding such petitions shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before the 

first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved; and that if at the time of consideration of 

such a Petition there is no objection to it being classified as of a routine nature, the motion regarding it will 

be formally moved and seconded. 

3. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee for printing the Acts of Assembly 

and that the Committee shall arrange that the Acts be divided into two classes — Class I: those which have 

passed the Barrier Act; Class II: Acts which are of General Interest to the Church. 

3.  Reports of Committees 

1. That the Reports of all Committees reporting to the General Assembly (excepting only (1) that part 

of the Report of the Youth Committee which sets forth the results of the Youth Examinations, and (2) any 

report from the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committees which complies with Standing Order 

VI.5.10) shall, together with Deliverances to be proposed, be transmitted for printing to the Clerk of 

Assembly not later than the first day of April. All Reports, inclusive of the Report in terms of Standing 

Orders VI.5.l0, shall be stitched together, and sent to Commissioners to the General Assembly not later than 

ten days before the meeting of the Assembly. 

2. That Reports shall not be engrossed in the Record, but, after being printed, a copy of each, 

certified by the Clerk as being that given in to the Assembly, shall be kept in retentis, and the Reports shall 

be appended to the printed volume of the Acts and Proceedings of Assembly. 

3. That verbal Reports shall not be received, and no Sub-Committee shall give in any Report to the 

Assembly. 

4. That amendments to the proposed deliverances on the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements may be moved without previous notice and amendments relating to Ecumenical Relations 

shall be handed to the Clerk and read by him before the adjournment of the first sederunt; that amendments 

to Reports to be taken during the second and third sederunts shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before 

the suspension of the second sederunt: amendments to deliverances on all other Reports shall be handed in 

and read by the Clerk before the first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved. 

5. That paragraphs of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing Committee shall be 

numbered, and the mover shall not be required to read it when it is already in the hands of members of 

Assembly. 

6. That no paragraph of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing or Special Committee 

shall be deemed competent unless it contain, or be accompanied by, any information which is essential for 

its implementation 

7. That when any Committee is appointed during the Assembly’s sittings it shall be competent to 

move amendments to the proposed Deliverance on its report without previous notice. 

8. That it shall be competent for commissioners to give notice in writing of questions to be put to the 

person presenting a Report to the General Assembly — this without prejudice to the right to add 

supplementary questions or the right of members generally to propose questions from the floor. 
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4.  The Reading of Speeches and Length of Speeches 

1. That in the discussion of any subject brought before the Assembly, by Overture or by the Report of 

a Committee, it shall not be allowable, without leave granted by the House, for any member to read his 

speech from a Manuscript prepared previously to the discussion, except in the case of a member introducing 

an important subject to the attention of the House. 

2. That, previously to the discussion of any question which does not arise upon or contemplate the 

approval or disapproval of the Report of a Committee, the House shall determine, in such manner as may 

seem expedient, the order of priority belonging to the motions given notice of, and that, when a motion 

approving of a Report has been made and seconded, the House shall determine in the same manner the 

order of priority belonging to any other motions given notice of. 

3. That in the discussion of any question the proposer of each motion may address the House for not 

longer than 15 minutes, and the seconder for 5 minutes; and no subsequent speaker shall address the House 

for a longer period than 5 minutes; and that these limits shall be exceeded only when the Moderator shall 

have ascertained that the House desires any speaker to continue, and shall intimate the ascertained desire to 

that effect. 

4. That when a Convener, not being a member of Assembly, is permitted to present his Committee’s 

Report, the Convener and the mover of the Deliverance shall be required to come to an arrangement by 

which their combined speeches shall not exceed the time normally granted to the mover of a motion in 

terms of Standing Order V.4.3, or as that Order may be amended by this or any subsequent Assembly. It 

shall be competent for the person who presents a Committee’s Report to answer questions relating to the 

Report and to reply to the discussion, even if he be not a member of Assembly. 

5. That a member of the Assembly in moving or seconding an amendment shall confine himself to 

the matter of the amendment, and shall have the right to speak at a later stage to other matters in the Report 

and other amendments, provided that the total time taken in speaking shall conform to Standing Order 

V.4.3. 

5.  The Conducting of Causes 

1. That Counsel shall not be heard at the Bar in any Causes which may come before the House. 

2. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be entitled to appear as a 

separate party at the Bar of the Assembly, but the members of Presbytery may nevertheless be heard as 

members of Synod. 

3. That in no case shall there be more than two speakers for each party at the Bar, including the reply 

to which the appellant or complainer shall be entitled; and when there are more than two parties, there shall 

only be one speaker, and one speech for each, besides the reply — it being understood that where there is 

more than one complainer, each shall be considered as a different party only in case of its appearing to the 

Assembly that the complaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds. 

4. That, previously to hearing the parties in any Cause, the Clerk shall read the following 

announcement, — viz., “The members are reminded that justice requires the pleadings as at the Bar to be 

heard by all those who vote in the Cause, and that, in particular, no member ought to vote against either side 

of the Bar who has not heard the pleadings on that side”. 

5.(1) That the Clerk of Assembly shall not issue the papers to the members of Assembly, with reference to 

cases which he thinks require to be conducted with closed doors until specially instructed by the Assembly 
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to do so; but he shall report such cases to the Convener of the Business Committee, for its information 

immediately after its appointment; 

(2) That the Business Committee shall, in their first Report, specify any case which, in their judgment, 

requires to be conducted with closed doors; and any case which does not appear to them of that character, 

although the Clerk may have reported it as such; 

(3) That, in all cases thus reported on by the Business Committee the Assembly shall itself determine, 

by a special deliverance, at what stage of the proceedings the papers shall be issued to the members; and 

(4) That in every case which the Assembly appoints to be conducted with closed doors, the instruction to 

issue the papers shall be accompanied by a special exhortation to the members to keep them private. 

6.  Motions and Votes 

1. That every motion, whether original or amended, if not already in the hands of the Clerk, shall be 

given into the Clerk in writing, as soon as it shall have been made to the House. 

2. That the person who makes the first motion shall be entitled to the privilege of giving a reply, in 

which new matter must not be introduced; and that thereafter the debate shall be held to be definitely 

closed, and no other person shall be entitled to speak excepting with regard to the manner of putting a vote. 

3. That all motions after the first that are truly amendments on the first motion shall be disposed of in 

accordance with Standing Order No. V.6.6 and that when an amendment raises an issue different from that 

in other amendments, it shall be dealt with as a direct counter-motion. 

4. That where there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the vote shall be 

second or first motion. 

5. That when there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or third motion 

shall be put as amendment against the first; and the second question shall be, whether the first motion or the 

amendment so fixed shall be the decision of the House. 

6. That when there are more than three motions, the first question shall be whether the last proposed 

shall be put as the amendment, and so till only three remain, when the procedure shall be as prescribed in 

the immediately preceding sub-section. 

7. That in Causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, unless it be of such 

a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress. 

8. That when any proposal has been submitted in the Report of a Committee any motion for approval 

of such proposal shall take precedence of any counter-motion or amendment. 

9. Any motion seeking the approval of the General Assembly for the commitment of additional 

expenditure in excess of £500, over and above that already budgeted for by any relevant Committee and 

accepted by the Finance & Sustentation Committee, shall be deemed incompetent unless (a) an attempt shall 

have been made to ensure that the Finance & Sustentation Committee have had due time to give the matter 

consideration at their regular meetings and (b) advice thereanent from the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee is available to the Assembly 

7.  Mode of taking the Vote 

1. That on a division being called for, all parties who are not members, but have the privilege of 
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entering the House, shall withdraw. 

2. That on a division being called for the Clerk shall announce that no member ought to vote against 

a motion or amendment who has not been in attendance during the discussion thereof; that thereafter no one 

shall be permitted to enter the House till the vote has been taken and the result declared; that two or four 

Tellers shall be appointed by the Moderator, drawn equally from supporters of each motion before the 

House; and that these Tellers shall take their place at the Clerk’s table. But when the issue of a vote by show 

of hands is not immediately obvious the Tellers shall count the votes seat by seat taking up their positions at 

the ends of each seat in turn in order to do so. 

3. That the vote shall, in the discretion of the House, be taken either by calling of the Roll or by a 

show of hands, or by card. 

4. That as soon as the vote shall have been taken, the Tellers shall report the state of vote to the Clerk 

of Assembly, who shall write it down, and announce it to the House. 

5. That the Report of the Tellers, when announced to the House, shall be held as final and conclusive, 

and not subject to any revision by scrutiny or otherwise. 

8.  Dissents 

That no dissents against any deliverance of the Assembly shall be given in until the matter in which it is 

pronounced is, for that sederunt, disposed of, the Minutes are completed and adjusted, and the House is 

ready to proceed to other business. 

9.  Drafts of Declaratory or Interim Acts and Overtures 

That the Draft of any proposed Declaratory or Interim Act, as also the Draft of any Overture which it is 

proposed to transmit to Presbyteries for their opinion in terms of the Barrier Act, shall be laid on the Table 

of the Assembly, and printed and circulated among the members, at least one diet before a motion be made 

for the passing of such Declaratory or Interim Act, or for the transmission of such Overture to the 

Presbyteries of the Church. 

10.  Letters addressed to the Moderator 

That all letters addressed to the Moderator for the purpose of being communicated to the Assembly, shall, in 

the first instance, be laid by him before the Business Committee, who shall advise the Moderator as to the 

way of disposing of them. 

11.  Deputations from other Churches, etc. 

1. That the list of corresponding Churches and Societies shall be as determined by the General 

Assembly from time to time on the recommendation of the Assembly Arrangements Committee. 

2. That deputies from corresponding Churches or Societies shall forward their commission or letters 

of introduction so as to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year; and he 

shall submit the same to the Business Committee so that arrangements may be made for the deputies to 

address the General Assembly. 

3. That deputies from Churches and Societies other than those aforesaid shall likewise forward 

Commissions or letters of introduction to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of March, 

and he shall report the same to the Commission of Assembly meeting in that month, who shall be 

empowered to decide which of the deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the Assembly. In the 
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event of failure of the Commission to meet, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet at the 

earliest opportunity, and shall decide which deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the 

Assembly. 

4. That in the case of strangers who may be desirous of being introduced to the Assembly and 

addressing the House, notice thereof shall be conveyed to the Moderator, who shall report the same to the 

Business Committee, that they may advise in the matter. 

12.  Visitation of Synod Records, and Examinations of Minutes of Committees 

1. That the Synod Books shall be called for at the first diet of the Assembly, and that a Committee or 

Committees shall be appointed for visiting the same, who shall fill up a schedule with the information 

required by the Assembly regarding each book — said schedule to be returned when the Report of the 

Visitors shall be called for. 

2. That a copy of the Report, as sustained by the Assembly, shall be transmitted to the Synod, and 

engrossed in their Record. 

3. That the Minutes of Committees and the Foreign Board shall be laid annually on the Table of the 

Assembly, and visited in the same manner as the Synod Books. 

13.  Printing of Assembly’s Proceedings, etc. 

1. That the Minutes of Commission, together with roll of matters to be taken up on the following 

days, and lists of members of Committees, be printed and placed in the hands of the Members of Assembly 

on the opening day. 

2. That when a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the Assembly it shall not be competent 

to make any alterations upon it without the permission of the House, excepting in the shape of an 

amendment, or second or third motion, as the case may be, regularly proposed to the Assembly. 

14.  Minutes 

That the minutes adopted at any of the diets be read over and approved of only at a morning diet, with the 

exception of the Minutes of the last day of the Assembly’s sittings, which Minutes shall be read over and 

approved of before the rising of the Assembly. 

15.  Standing Orders 

That the Standing Orders be read, or, by vote, be held as read immediately before the appointment of the 

Business Committee, and that they be printed in the first day’s proceedings. 

16.  Conduct of Commissioners 

That courtesy demands that all diets of the Assembly be attended by Commissioners, and that private 

meetings should not be held during the sederunts of the Assembly. 

17.  Declaration of Interests 

That it is the duty of any member or party having an interest or close personal relationship relating to 

business under consideration to disclose and declare that interest or close personal relationship.  

Furthermore, the Moderator, Convener or Chairman shall take due cognizance of the appropriateness or 

otherwise of an individual or individuals having an interest or close personal relationship being present 

during consideration of such business and, if the member or party having an interest or close personal 
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relationship, having been requested to withdraw do not withdraw voluntarily for the duration of 

consideration of the business in which he has an interest or close personal relationship, the Moderator, 

Convener or Chairman shall call for the appointment of a committee or sub-committee comprising all 

members, other than those having an interest, to deal with the business in question during a period of 

suspension and to report back with recommendations immediately after the suspension. 

VI. AS TO COMMITTEES 

1.  Types of Committee 

That the business of the Church between one Assembly and the next ensuing shall be carried on by 

Standing Committees and Special Committees. 

2. Standing Committees 

1.  That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups 

2.  That the Groups shall be arranged as follows: 

Group 1:  Legal Advice & Property  —  Adviser: Principal Clerk  

Finance & Sustentation  —  Adviser: Treasurer 

Group 2:  Public Questions, Religion & Morals  —  Adviser: Editor of Witness  

Publications (including defence of Church Principles)  —  Editorial Team as Advisers  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Group 3   Welfare of Youth & Education  —  Adviser: Editor of Explorer 

Foreign & Home Missions  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations  —  Advisers: Assistant Clerk of Assembly, 

Moderator of immediately preceding Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly.  

Ecumenical Relations 

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the General Assembly for the 

meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to 

those dates. 

3.  Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each 

Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group of Committees.  In addition 

Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA 

4.  That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve on all the 

Committees of the Group. 

5.  That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener of each Standing 

Committee, due regard being had to effective working and continuity of policy.  In the event of the death or 

resignation of the Convener of any of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become 

the Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his succession to the 
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position of Convener in the circumstances described above, the Committee shall forthwith appoint one of 

their number in room and place of the said Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener 

so appointed by the Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-

ensuing General Assembly. 

3.  Special Committees 

1.  That these shall be appointed by the General Assembly.  

2.  That Special Committees shall comprise the following: 

2.1 A Psalmody Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from each 

Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of and practical experience in 

Psalmody. 

4.  Nominations to Committees 

1.  That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in normal conditions those 

who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire annually, so that within four years the membership 

of each Committee shall be changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for 

appointment to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their retirement 

aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a member of a Committee before his four 

years’ service have expired, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee are empowered to 

nominate to the Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired portion of 

the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed. 

2. Although in terms of Standing Order VI.4.1 above any individual who has served on a group of 

Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of Committees without a one-year break, that 

shall not preclude his potential eligibility for service on another group of Committees following, though not 

concurrent with, his service on the first group. 

3.  That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees shall be intimated to the 

Convener of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee; that resignation from one 

Committee in a Group of Standing Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that 

Group; and that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason to be 

stated by him to, and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, have failed to 

attend any of the meetings of the relevant Committee during the period between the last General Assembly 

and the meeting of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing 

Order VI.4.9 shall be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee. 

4. That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing Committees resigns his 

membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an office-bearer of a Congregation within the 

Presbytery which he represented, then that individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the 

Presbytery is permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the said 

Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly Arrangements and 

Nominations Committee shall make recommendations with regard to the filling of the vacancy as set out in 

paragraph VI.4.9. below.  In such circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by 

the Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full four year period. 

5.  In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his four-year term of office a 

replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and reported on to 

the ensuing General Assembly. 
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6.  That not later than the first day of January in each year the Principal Clerk of Assembly shall furnish to 

the Clerk of each Presbytery a list of the members of the Standing and Special Committees, indicating 

thereon which members of these Committees will retire from office at the next-ensuing Assembly and 

which members may have died or become disqualified. 

7.  That each Presbytery of the Church shall forward to the Principal Clerk of Assembly by the first day of 

November of each year a list of names of such Elders, within their bounds (along with their designations, 

full addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses; together with a note of previous service, if any, on 

Committees, or their suitability for service on a Standing or Special Committee), as they desire to submit 

for the information of other Presbyteries, and being known by them to be eligible, suitable and available for 

nomination to vacancies on Standing or Special Committees.  The Principal Clerk shall collate all these 

returns and forward a list of the names of the Elders so recommended to the Clerk of each Presbytery at the 

same time (viz. the first day of January each year) as he forwards the names of existing members of the 

Standing and Special Committees showing which members fall to be replaced. 

8.  That each Presbytery shall, not later than the last day of February next ensuing, furnish to the Principal 

Clerk of Assembly the names of Ministers and Elders (not necessarily members of Presbytery) 

recommended by the Presbytery as suitable for appointment to Standing and Special Committees, these lists 

not to contain more names than the known number of vacancies.  The Principal Clerk shall forthwith cause 

these lists to be laid before the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee. 

9.  That not later than the first day of April the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee shall 

select, out of the names submitted by Presbyteries, as many Ministers and Elders as shall fill the vacancies 

of the various Standing and Special Committees, and shall recommend these to the General Assembly, and 

the names so recommended shall, not later than the first day of May, be communicated by the Assembly 

Arrangements and Nominations Committee to the Clerk of Assembly, and shall be included in the papers to 

be printed.  That part of the Report of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee which 

relates to nominations to Standing and Special Committees shall be submitted separately from any Report 

dealing with other aspects of their remit. 

10.  The Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, in making their nominations, shall take due 

cognisance of the recommendations of Presbyteries and shall (1) take special cognisance of the 

recommendations of potential Committee members by the Presbyteries of which these men are members; 

(2) have regard to fitness for the work of the particular Committee or Committees for which the persons are 

to be nominated; (3) have regard to as even a distribution of influence as possible over the Church; (4) have 

regard to economy in relation to the expense connected with attendance at meetings of Committees; (5) in 

the specific case where no suitable eligible individual from a particular Presbytery or Synod is available to 

be nominated to fill a particular vacancy on a Standing or Special Committee, it shall be competent for the 

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to nominate an individual from another Presbytery or 

Synod, so as to ensure that a full complement of members is maintained on each Committee. 

11.  That it shall be competent for any Member of Assembly to move an amendment or amendments to the 

recommendations of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, provided that notice of such 

amendment shall have been given to the Clerk of Assembly in writing, not later than the second last day of 

the Assembly, and provided that such amendments are in accordance with the provisions of Standing 

Orders VI.4.1-4 above. 

12.  That the appointment of Clerks to each Committee or Special Committee shall be made by the General 

Assembly, such appointments being made with due regard to such special requirements as may be peculiar 

to the Committees concerned and the suitability of the skills of the individual appointed.  The Clerk 

appointed need not be drawn from the membership of the Committee. 
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13.  That Advisers to Committees as detailed in Standing Order VI.2.2 above shall have entitlement to be 

present at all meetings of Committee and shall have a right to participate in the deliberations of the 

Committee but shall have no vote. 

14.  That each Standing and Special Committee shall produce and maintain an up-to-date Memorandum on 

Procedure to serve as a guide to members as to how the Committee should proceed in terms of the Laws 

and Practice of the Church. 

15.  That each Committee named in Standing Orders VI.2.2 and VI.3.2 above shall, for the purposes of 

legislation existing prior to the General Assembly of 2001, be deemed to be the Standing or Special 

Committee the remit of which is included in the remit of the Committee referred to in Standing Order 

VI.2.2 or VI.3.2 above. 

16.  That in the selection of Ministers and Elders to form any Ad hoc Special Committee, which is to report 

to a subsequent Assembly, the Assembly shall not be restricted to its own members. 

17.  That when the appointment of an Ad hoc Special Committee has been resolved on, the Committee shall 

not be nominated until the following day, except in cases the urgency of which does not admit of a day’s 

delay. 

18.  That no Committee shall sit while the Moderator is in the Chair at any diet of the Assembly’s meeting. 
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