THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Ffree Church of Seotland
(Continuing)

CONVENED AT EDINBURGH MAY 2018

WITH THE

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THAT ASSEMBLY

AND THE

REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THAT ASSEMBLY

AND THE

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION
OF THE PREVIOUS ASSEMBLY

FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)
MMXVIII



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2018



2018]

THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING)

CONTENTS
2018

PRINCIPAL ACTS

CLASS |
CLASS 11

ACT |
ACT Il
ACT Il
ACT IV
ACTV
ACT VI
ACT VII
ACT VIII
ACT IX
ACT X
ACT XI
ACT Xl

ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT — NONE
ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH

Act amending Standing Order V1.2.3.

Act anent Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the Queen
Act anent Equal Dividend

Act anent Central Building Fund

Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme

Act anent Special Arrangements for congregation of Knock & Point
Act anent General Trustees

Act anent Congregations furth of Scotland

Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery
Act anent Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh

Act appointing Commission of Assembly

Act appointing next General Assembly

COMMISSION OF ASSEMBLY—NONE

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION OF ASSEMBLY

STANDING ORDERS

PAGE

13
13
14
14
14
15
15
16

16
73
153
155



4 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2018
INDEX
2018
PAGE PAGE
A F
Acts, Principal ... 6 Finance & Sustentation ............cccccoorreueeen. 30
Assembly Arrangements .................... 21 Report .....ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii 100
Report ....ooovviiiiiii 72
Assembly Officer .................ooeoiiinni, 21 G
General Trustees 43
B Report ....oovviviiii 135
Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee:
Committee appointed ...................... 20 H
Report ....ooovviiiiii 24 Home & Foreign Missions ............c.c..... 60
Business Committee: Report .....cooveiiiiiiiiiiiiiini 129
Committee appointed ...................... 20
Report ...oooii 25 L
Legal Advice & Property ........cccoccevvevvnnnnn, 63
C Report ...oovviiiiiii 119
Commission of Assembly: LEHEIS ...ovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieeie e e 29
Appointed ... 69 Loyal & Dutiful Address:
MINULES ...vneeininiiieeei e 153 Committee appointed ...................... 20
Report ....oovvviiiiiiiii 25
D
Deceased Ministers & Elders: M
Committee appointed ..................... 20 Moderator:

Report ..o 69 AdAIess ......ooeveiiiiiiiiiee 24
Delegates & Visitors ............. 24,27, 46, 53, 63 Elected ...ovvvviiiieeeeeaieiiieeeiii, 20
E N
Ecumenical Relations ..., 26 Nominations ...............ccoeovviiniinnn.n 64
Report ..o 80 REPOTE oo, 77

@)
Order of the Day .............. 24, 27, 45, 46, 53, 63



2018] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING)

P
Petitions:
Northern Presbytery ......ccccoovvvieiencnennas 48
Southern Presbytery ......................... 49
Precentors Appointed ...l 24
Printing Acts of Assembly:
Committee appointed ..................... 21
Report ..o.oovvniiiii 68
Presbytery Boundaries...........ccoceovvrervervennnn, 47
Report......oooovviiiiiiiiiin, 138
Protestations .............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiinn.nn. 69
Psalmody ........cccoovviiiiiiiiiiii 44
Report ....ooooiiii 126
Public Questions, etc. eerieenienieneee . 00
Report ..o 122
Publications ...........c.coceoiviiiiiiiiini 53
Report ...oooiii 83
R
Records:
Committee appointed .................eene... 20
Report .....cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieecisieieeee,. 67
Roll of Assembly ..., 17
S
Standing Orders ................ceevevnnns 20, 155
T
Training of Ministry ..............c.ceveeeveeeee. 58
Report ....coovviiiiiiiii e 132
W
Welfare of Youth & Education ............... 45



ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2018

THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)

MAY MMXVIII

CLASS | — ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE
BARRIER ACT

None

CLASS I — ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST
TO THE CHURCH

Act | — Act amending Standing Order VI1.2.3

(No 1 of Class II)
Edinburgh, 21° May 2018

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two
Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group
of Committees. In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from

the Presbytery of the USA.



2018] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 7

Act Il — Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen
(No 2 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 22nd day of May 2018, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our
continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

We are most thankful to God that in His kindness He has granted Your Majesty the health
and strength to be able to reign under Him over this nation and Commonwealth for so
long. It is our prayer that the Lord would continue to bestow upon Your Majesty the help
that is necessary for Your Majesty to fulfil the duties which belong to this high office.
The devotion with which Your Majesty has carried out those responsibilities for more
than sixty-six years has been admired by many around the world and has inspired the
affection of Your Majesty’s subjects. We note that during the past year His Royal
Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, relinquished his public duties, and we
gratefully acknowledge his lengthy and dedicated public service, and the support he has
been to Your Majesty.

We believe that the Monarchy is an important symbol of our identity as a country and that
it has great significance for our unity as a people. In times of conflict and change the
British throne has been a constant, and it is our desire that it will remain so in the future.
As we approach the beginning of a new chapter in our national history, with the United
Kingdom’s impending withdrawal from the European Union, we pray that Your
Majesty’s government will be granted clarity and wisdom in its policy concerning this
matter and in all other matters which belong within its sphere. We pray likewise for the
devolved administrations in the different parts of our country, remembering as we do so
that it is righteousness alone which exalts a nation.

The British throne manifestly owes its strength to its Christian foundation. We greatly
value the fact that the Protestant Reformed religion is established by law in our land and
that Your Majesty is pledged to the utmost of Your Majesty’s power to maintain that
religion, with God’s help. The Bible is the bedrock of our civilisation and we forget this
at our peril. It has shaped our laws and moulded our character as a people. It is the source
of our cherished religious and civil liberties which have been the envy of many in less-
favoured lands. Yet it is with growing concern that we observe forces which are seeking
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to erode these precious freedoms, particularly by appealing to false notions of equality,
diversity and tolerance. We believe that the throne has a duty to protect Christ’s Church
and we look to Your Majesty to do what is within Your Majesty’s ability to safeguard the
privileges which have long been enjoyed by Christians in our land.

God’s moral law, as summarised in the Ten Commandments, binds all and sets the
boundaries for a society which is both cohesive and truly free. We believe that at the
heart of a stable and peaceful community is God’s gift of marriage and family. The
divine prescription for these vital institutions is under attack but the biblical pattern of a
lifelong, committed union between one man and one woman has stood the test of time
and is self-evidently the best arrangement for the happiness of mankind and the parenting
of children. In this regard we are most thankful for the example of mutual love and
faithfulness set by Your Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Philip. We also
congratulate Prince William and Catherine, Earl and Countess of Strathearn, on another
addition to their family and thank God for the safe arrival of Prince Louis in this world, as
the fifth in line to the throne.

We find that increasingly there are subtle pressures being brought to bear upon
individuals, including the very young, to make choices and follow courses in life which
go against the natural order of things and the plain teaching of the Word of God. This
now extends even to the idea of changing one’s gender, with all the confusion, sadness
and despair which such a wrong step is liable to bring. Our sincere belief is that the
Gospel of Jesus Christ alone provides satisfaction and eternal hope for man, promising as
it does salvation from sin and true liberty, as we believe Your Majesty is aware. In love
to our fellow men and for the glory of God, we are determined to continue proclaiming
that Gospel of mercy and grace to all, as the Lord enables us.

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

Act Il — Act anent Equal Dividend
(No 3 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2018.
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Act IV — Act anent Central Building Fund
(No 4 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May2018

Introduction

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular
contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those
congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers. It is the
Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will commend itself to all of
our congregations as a means of fulfilling the Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping
the weak.

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary purposes:

(A) To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon the
financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the Finance &
Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial help if it is not
possible for the local congregation to continue making the agreed repayments.

(B) To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds which
can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing in order to
reduce overall interest costs.

Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage under the
provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building Fund Application
form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The Deacons’
Court shall then first submit the fully documented Building Fund Application form
in connection with each project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the
Finance & Sustentation Committee.

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and support of
the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable. Application forms
received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee prior to Presbytery approval
shall be considered only as part of the necessary information gathering process.

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation
Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the suitability and
standards of the proposed building, the funds available to the congregation from its
own resources as well as those which may be available from other sources. In
particular, careful consideration shall be given to the congregation's capacity to
meet the repayments of the borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their
promised contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry. The
factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in respect
of any application from a congregation may include specific matters not listed in
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this document and shall always have regard to the overall financial position of the
Church at the time that the application is being considered.

The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed to an
application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance & Sustentation
Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of local Deacons’ Courts.
It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to spread the benefits of the Fund as
widely as possible throughout the Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation
Committee will discourage applications for financial assistance in instances where
the proposed building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can
reasonably be justified. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall strive to
achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where congregations
consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to the General
Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds in
regular form.

In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building Projects,
the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the nature and
purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and the availability of a
suitable site. Ideally the site should already be in the ownership of the
congregation. In such instances where a new build is being considered, the
Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked to consider the factors outlined
above and they shall thereafter report to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should be
submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. In the case of a
proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the Details of Sale and
Home Report. Where an existing building is being considered as a proposed place
of worship, a professionally prepared Condition Report and Valuation Survey
should be submitted.

The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the availability of
additional funds for the project from central resources shall be final, but can be
open to the process of review detailed in clause 4 hereof.

Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected to
contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost. The over-riding
desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the maintenance of
Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in ‘unusual’ circumstances
the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be prepared to consider funding in
excess of the norm for a place of residence for a minister. Details of any such
‘unusual’ circumstances must be included in Section 3 of the Building Fund
Application form and must also be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with
documented evidence in Section 5.

Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations shall be
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between the
congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be legally
binding. The Funding Agreement document shall require to be signed by the
respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down of funds will be
permitted.

The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow money
from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed appropriate, to
enable them to provide financial assistance to local congregations. In no case shall
such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20 years, and shall normally be for a
maximum of 70% of the purchase price.

When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee provides is
by way of commercially available building finance and the servicing of the
borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by regular monthly
contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be specified in advance in
the Funding Agreement. This may be subject to variation in keeping with possible
changes in the interest rate. The General Treasurer shall be required to report any
shortfall in repayment of loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and
the General Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance &
Sustentation Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period. Any
such decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church. In
cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it shall be
competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission to sell the affected
property. The proceeds of sale of any such transaction will be dealt with as set out
in clause 14 hereof.

Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security against
borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the General Trustees under an
appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust.

Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions shall have a
Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General Treasurer. If at any
time in the future the total debit amount appearing on that account has been fully
discharged by financial contributions received from the congregation, it shall be
competent for the congregation to apply to have title transferred to local trustees
elected for the purpose in accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly. The
appropriate process for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly.

Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General
Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the relevant Acts
of Assembly. The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to the General Assembly
routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and must be accompanied by full
supporting documentation. The first call on the proceeds of sale of such a duly

11
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20.

21.
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authorised transaction shall be to clear off any remaining congregational debit
balance on the Loan Repayment Account. Subject to the terms of the Petition
submitted for the purpose to the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the
sale proceeds may be remitted to the congregation.

Section (B) — Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt

A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage repayments of
all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will be retained as an
operating minimum in the Central Building Fund. This contingency amount will
be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly repayment of each congregation is
achieved, and so to prevent any default and financial penalty that this would
otherwise incur. This contingency amount is to be replenished as a priority as
funds are received into the Central Building Fund.

In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund then the
Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of urgency to plan a
long-term response.

To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in
consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to the above
contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all congregations
repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse properties. No distinction
will apply, whether the mortgage was secured by the General Trustees through the
Central Building Fund, or by local trustees directly from a financial lender. The
Finance & Sustentation Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments
(as funds dictate) at each ordinary meeting of the Committee.

Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the grant
shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial lender, and the
relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction. Where the individual
Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant amount shall be transferred to
the congregation’s account. Central Building Fund grants must only be used
toward the redemption of the identified mortgage.

Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an alternative to,
but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments.

Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee of each
congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment. No other
application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central Building Fund,
though congregations may decline financial assistance by intimating this to the
Finance & Sustentation Committee.

To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and
congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the Central
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Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness magazine and on the
denomination’s web site.

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all congregations
equally, there may be occasions when a particular project might be prioritised by
the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The duration and purpose of any such
specific project shall be clearly communicated and promoted throughout the
church, as above, and by specific appeal.

23. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by the
General Assembly.

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class 1) 2014, Act anent Rules Governing
Central Building Fund.

ActV — Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme
(No 5 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

1. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the estate
of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, who had not
attained the age of 70 at the time of his death.

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the estate of
each employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his or her death.

2. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will be paid to
the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom, at the
time of his death.

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of each employee,
beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death.

This figure is to be reviewed biennially.

Act VI — Act anent Special Arrangements for congregation of
Knock & Point
(No 6 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on the
Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVI1I1 1998
for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the
Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal Dividend.
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Act VII — Act anent General Trustees
(No 7 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

The General Assembly approve the appointments of Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Mr Thomas
Maclnnes and Dr Andrew Naylor as General Trustees. They also approve the current
Roll of Trustees as follows: Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman). Mr Lindsay
MacCallum, Kiltearn. Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea. Mr Thomas
Maclnnes, Portree. Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris.

Act VIII — Act anent Congregations furth of Scotland
(No 8 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

1. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland shall be under
the supervision of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee;

2. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within the
British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed under
the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such
Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected by
the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has
superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this provision,
as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching Stations;

3. The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland and outwith
the British Isles which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery shall be placed
under the superintendence of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in loco
synodi.;

4. The General Assembly note that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee retain a
supervisory and facilitatory r6le where Presbyteries exist furth of Scotland.

Act IX — Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery
(No 9 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent
Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and
Rev. Davide Ratti General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery.
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Act X — Act anent Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh
(No 10 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 22" May 2018

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Southern Presbytery anent

Appointment of General Assessors and grant its crave to the extent that the General

Assembly, noting Paragraph 6 of their finding on the Report of the Presbytery

Boundaries Committee, namely
The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within
the British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed
under the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such
Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected
by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has
superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this
provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching
Stations

direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed under the superintendence

of the Free Southern Presbytery.

Act XI — Act appointing Commission of Assembly
(No 11 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2018

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission
consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named
by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to
the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their
number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at
Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at
seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and
convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly
fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and
finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall
be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything
contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General
Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.
Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to
particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal
concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed that no
private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be
determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until
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disapproved by the General Assembly. And further, the said Commission are hereby
empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for
raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for
consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas
and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any
reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and
ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the
suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to
Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.
And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned. And in
all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church
and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all
their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as
they shall see cause. And this Commission shall continue and endure until another
Commission is appointed. And members are required to attend the diets of the said
Commission.

Act X1l — Act appointing next General Assembly
(No 12 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2018

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 20™ May 2019 years at 6 o’clock
in the evening.

Acts of the Commission of Assembly

None
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING),

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 215T MAY MMXVIII
At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 21% day of May 2018 years at 6 o’clock evening ~ Sess. 1.
Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet
this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. Robert McCurley, Retiring
Moderator, who preached from Matthew 16:24-25
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having

been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as
follows:

WESTERN SYNOD

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Malcolm M. MacLean, North Tolsta Mr Calum Macleod, ‘Water’s Edge’,

(Rtd) Braighe Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis,
Mr Graeme Craig, Stornoway HS2 0BQ
Mr lain Smith, Harris Mr John MacRae, 5 New Garrabost, Isle of

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd)  Lewis, HS2 OPL

Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay ~ Mr William Macleod, 28 Aignish, Point,

Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross Isle of Lewis, HS2 OPB

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Knock & Point Dr Andrew Naylor, 18 Ferry Road,
Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA

17

2157 May
Monday

Evening

1. Assembly
Constituted

2. Roll of Assembly
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2157 May
Monday

Evening

2. Roll of
Assembly (Cont.)

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

[2018

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron

MINISTERS

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd)
Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort
Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree

Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Kilmuir & Stenscholl

Mr James Maclnnes, Lochalsh & Strath
Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish

ELDERS

Mr lain MacPherson, 10 Storr Road,
Portree, Isle of Skye, V51 9LR Mr
Donald Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’,
Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, 1V41 8PL

Mr Angus Ross, ‘Sunnybrae’, Garafad,
Portree, Isle of Skye, 1V51 9JX

MAINLAND SYNOD

Inverness Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free
Greyfriars (Rtd)

Mr Daniel MacKinnon, Kilmorack &
Strathglass (Rtd)

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Kilmorack &
Strathglass

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd)
Mr James Clark, Inverness Free Greyfriars
Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores

Mr Murdo Maclver, Poolewe & Aultbea

ELDERS

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages,
Ardersier, Inverness-shire, IV2 7QS

Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive,
Inverness, IV4 4AND

Mr Alex Watt, 10 Bayview Road,
Gardenstown, Banff, AB45 3YF

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig,
Aultbea, 1V22 2JJ

Northern Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr Robert W. Josey, Resolis (Rtd)
Mr John MacLeod, Tarbat
Mr Allan Murray, Brora (Rtd)

ELDERS

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen
Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, V17 0UJ
Mr John MacKenzie, 307 Culkein,
Drumbeg, Assynt, Sutherland, 1V27 4NL
Mr William Murray, Lonemore,
Dornoch, 1V25 3RW

Mr W. John Urquhart, 3 Firthview
Avenue, Inverness, IV3 8NT
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Southern Presbytery
MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland Mr John N. Gillies, 19 Falkland St,
(Rtd) Glasgow, G12 9PY

Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd) Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,
Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd) Edinburgh, EH7 6QS

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd) Mr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way,

Mr William Macleod, Knightswood Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD
Mr John J. Murray, Edinburgh, Free St ~ Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin St., Sandyhills,
Columba’s (Rtd) Glasgow, G32 9BB

Mr James I. Gracie, Edinburgh, Free St ~ Mr Peter Thurlow, 98 Montgomery Street,
Columba’s Edinburgh, EH7 5HE

Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,

Mr James Haram, Shettleston Glasgow, G12 0ODU

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA

Presbytery of the United States of America

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) Dr James Wanliss, 5 Wood Leaf Trail,

Mr Robert Mccu”ey’ Greenville Travelers Rest, South Carolina 29690, USA

BY CERTIFICATE FROM
THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Ernest T. Kirkland, Ballyclare & Mr Wilson Calle, c/o 36 Pinewood Place,
Doagh Blackburn, West Lothian, EH47 7NX
Mr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain Mr Alastair Manderson, 57 Priory Road,
Mr Shanmugam N.V. Partheepan, Knightswood, Glasgow, G13 2SR

Sri Lanka
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and
his services in the Chair.

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved,
seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. David M Blunt Minister at North
Uist & Grimsay, to be their Moderator. Intimation of his appointment was then made to
Mr Blunt, who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the
Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly.

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of
the House.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions &
Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of:

Messrs: James Clark, James I. Gracie, Graeme Craig, Raymond A. Kemp, Murdo A.N.
MacLeod, and John MacLeod (Tarbat), Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant, John N.
Gillies, Lindsay MacCallum, and Andrew |. Naylor, Elders. Rev. James Clark, Convener
of Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. Raymond A. Kemp, Convener of Business
Committee.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal and Dutiful Address to
Her Majesty The Queen consisting of:

Messrs: David M. Blunt, Robert D. McCurley, Timothy J. McGlynn, Kenneth M.
Macdonald, Allan Murray, Maurice J. Roberts, William B. Scott, John W. Keddie, and
William Macleod, Ministers; with Messrs Wilson Calle, Maurice Grant, Alex Watt, James
Millar, and, Ewan Wilson, Elders. Rev. David M. Blunt, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod, Presbytery & Committee
Records consisting of:

Messrs: James Haram, Alasdair J. Macleod, Henry J.T. Woods, John W. Keddie, Richard
R. Ross, A. James Maclnnes, lain Smith and E. Trevor Kirkland, Ministers; with Messrs
Alastair Manderson, W. John Urquhart, Donald Robertson, John N. Gillies, Colin
MacDonald, and James Wanliss, Elders. Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers
& Elders consisting of:
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Messrs: Andrew R. Allan, Greg MacDonald, Calum Smith, Allan Murray, and Murdo
Maclver, Ministers; with Messrs John MacRae, Glenn Fraser, Donald Robertson, William
MacLeod, Peter Thurlow, Murdo MacDonald, and Norman Smith, Elders. Rev. Greg
MacDonald, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of

Messrs: James Clark, Greg MacDonald, James I. Gracie, Andrew R. Allan, and Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz, Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay MacCallum, Glenn Fraser, Maurice Grant and
Calum Macleod Elders. Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly appoint Mr Bill McQueer as Assembly Officer.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in
the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly
thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of
the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department;

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the
Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception;

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk,
Edinburgh for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly;

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants,
for making their services available to the Assembly;

5.  The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General
Assembly to finish by around noon on Thursday;

6. The General Assembly welcome the proposals of the Committee anent Personnel of
Committees to Expedite the business of the House and direct the Assembly Clerks to
prepare lists in accordance with the foregoing schedule:

i.  The six Committees shall be arranged as follows: a group comprising the
Bills, Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee; a group
comprising the Committee anent Deceased Ministers & Elders and the
Committee on Printing of Acts of Assembly; the Committee to prepare a
Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen; the Committee for
Examination of Records.

ii. Membership of each Committee shall be three Ministers and three Elders;
with the same personnel on Committees grouped together, and with the
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addition of the Assembly Clerks on the Group dealing with the Bills,
Overtures, etc Committee and the Business Committee.

iii. Each Presbytery shall be represented on each Committee; in addition to the
above, one Commissioner certified by the Home & Foreign Missions
Committee shall be appointed to one Committee as a member where
available.

iv. Where possible, duplication of personnel across Committees shall be
avoided.

v. Regard shall be had to experience and expertise in appointments to the
various Committees

The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she has undertaken
for the Church throughout the last 18 years’ as Assembly Office Manager and for her
assistance in preparing and printing documents for the Assembly; they pray that she
may know God’s blessing and the Lord’s upholding at this time;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to
assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the
General Assembly;

The General Assembly direct that the Committee continue to monitor the workload
of the Assembly Clerks and to provide assistance for them whenever possible; they
further note that the Committee and the Assembly Clerks continue to monitor means
by which they may facilitate the provision of future Clerks of Committees and
Assembly Clerks;

The General Assembly, noting that technology is now available to enable overseas
Presbyteries to take part in Committee meetings by video-conferencing, amend
Standing Order V1.2.3 to read:

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and
two Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented
on each group of Committees. In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one
Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA;

The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-
conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on
Church related business;

The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of
the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee
Conveners and Clerks;

The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for
the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of
Assembly and the Commission of Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the
provision of hospitality.

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph 6 of the Proposed Deliverance be deleted and subsequent paragraphs
renumbered accordingly.
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On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion 21 MAY

was declared carried by a majority. Monday
Evening
Wherefore 8. Report of the
Assembly
. A ts &
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the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, Committee (A)

. Assembl
especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department; Aff:r%e%ents

(Cont.)

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Finding

Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception;

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk,
Edinburgh for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly;

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants,
for making their services available to the Assembly;

5.  The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General
Assembly to finish by around noon on Thursday;

6. The General Assembly thank Mrs Janet MacKenzie for the work she has undertaken
for the Church throughout the last 18 years’ as Assembly Office Manager and for her
assistance in preparing and printing documents for the Assembly; they pray that she
may know God’s blessing and the Lord’s upholding at this time;

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to
assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the
General Assembly;

7. The General Assembly direct that the Committee continue to monitor the workload
of the Assembly Clerks and to provide assistance for them whenever possible; they
further note that the Committee and the Assembly Clerks continue to monitor means
by which they may facilitate the provision of future Clerks of Committees and
Assembly Clerks;

8. The General Assembly, noting that technology is now available to enable overseas
Presbyteries to take part in Committee meetings by video-conferencing, amend
Standing Order V1.2.3 to read:

Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and
two Elders, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented
on each group of Committees. In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall include one
Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA;

10. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-
conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on
Church related business;

11. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of
the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee
Conveners and Clerks;

12. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars for
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the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of
Assembly and the Commission of Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the
provision of hospitality.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly appoint Messrs Glenn Fraser and John MacRae as Precentors.
There was an Order of the Day at 7.25 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Mr Philip Lievesley — Church of England (Continuing)

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegate.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9.30
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there

the 22" day of May 2018 years at 9.30 o’clock forenoon  Sess. 2.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.
The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject
Contending For the Faith Today.
The Moderator was thanked for his address.
The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures,
Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Acting-Convener in the following
terms:

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on
Tuesday 22™ May 2018 years, the Committee on
Bills, Overtures, Petitions and Commissions
appointed by the General Assembly met and was
constituted.

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been
received and were in order and that all certificates were to hand;

2. The Committee had before them 10 Letters, 2 Petitions, and 1 Appendix to a
Report. The Committee agreed to recommend that all the papers be passed
into the Assembly.

3. The Committee noted that the Appendix to the Report of the Training of the
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Ministry & Admissions Committee thereanent should, as a matter of principle,
be treated as a Private Paper.

4. The meeting was closed with prayer.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures etc.
Committee;

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was
given in by the Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a
Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the
Moderator. The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as
underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter
from the Clerk.

Edinburgh 22" May 2018

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 22nd day of May 2018, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our
continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

We are most thankful to God that in His kindness He has granted Your Majesty the health
and strength to be able to reign under Him over this nation and Commonwealth for so
long. Itis our prayer that the Lord would continue to bestow upon Your Majesty the help
that is necessary for Your Majesty to fulfil the duties which belong to this high office.
The devotion with which Your Majesty has carried out those responsibilities for more
than sixty-six years has been admired by many around the world and has inspired the
affection of Your Majesty’s subjects. We note that during the past year His Royal
Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, relinquished his public duties, and we
gratefully acknowledge his lengthy and dedicated public service, and the support he has
been to Your Majesty.

We believe that the Monarchy is an important symbol of our identity as a country and that
it has great significance for our unity as a people. In times of conflict and change the
British throne has been a constant, and it is our desire that it will remain so in the future.
As we approach the beginning of a new chapter in our national history, with the United
Kingdom’s impending withdrawal from the European Union, we pray that Your Majesty’s
government will be granted clarity and wisdom in its policy concerning this matter and in
all other matters which belong within its sphere. We pray likewise for the devolved
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administrations in the different parts of our country, remembering as we do so that it is
righteousness alone which exalts a nation.

The British throne manifestly owes its strength to its Christian foundation. We greatly
value the fact that the Protestant Reformed religion is established by law in our land and
that Your Majesty is pledged to the utmost of Your Majesty’s power to maintain that
religion, with God’s help. The Bible is the bedrock of our civilisation and we forget this
at our peril. It has shaped our laws and moulded our character as a people. It is the source
of our cherished religious and civil liberties which have been the envy of many in less-
favoured lands. Yet it is with growing concern that we observe forces which are seeking
to erode these precious freedoms, particularly by appealing to false notions of equality,
diversity and tolerance. We believe that the throne has a duty to protect Christ’s Church
and we look to Your Majesty to do what is within Your Majesty’s ability to safeguard the
privileges which have long been enjoyed by Christians in our land.

God’s moral law, as summarised in the Ten Commandments, binds all and sets the
boundaries for a society which is both cohesive and truly free. We believe that at the
heart of a stable and peaceful community is God’s gift of marriage and family. The divine
prescription for these vital institutions is under attack but the biblical pattern of a lifelong,
committed union between one man and one woman has stood the test of time and is self-
evidently the best arrangement for the happiness of mankind and the parenting of children.
In this regard we are most thankful for the example of mutual love and faithfulness set by
Your Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Philip. We also congratulate Prince
William and Catherine, Earl and Countess of Strathearn, on another addition to their
family and thank God for the safe arrival of Prince Louis in this world, as the fifth in line
to the throne.

We find that increasingly there are subtle pressures being brought to bear upon
individuals, including the very young, to make choices and follow courses in life which go
against the natural order of things and the plain teaching of the Word of God. This now
extends even to the idea of changing one’s gender, with all the confusion, sadness and
despair which such a wrong step is liable to bring. Our sincere belief is that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ alone provides satisfaction and eternal hope for man, promising as it does
salvation from sin and true liberty, as we believe Your Majesty is aware. In love to our
fellow men and for the glory of God, we are determined to continue proclaiming that
Gospel of mercy and grace to all, as the Lord enables us.

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical
Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Acting
-Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the
Acting Convener and the Clerk;
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2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 23" MAY
has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate Tuesday

relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth; Forenoon

7. Report of the

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland Eomm“?eelon
. . . . . cumenica
(Continuing) in the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European Rrejations (Cont.)

Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies;

4.  The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this
organisation; the Assembly also thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as
our Church’s representative on the Affinity council,

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship. The General Assembly of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a
formal relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to
re-enter formally the status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church;

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that
these will develop toward closer ecumenical relations;

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the
view that women may be admitted to office in the Church, consider this decision
unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical relations with the
GKN(v);

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 8. Order of the
Day — Reception
. . . of Delegates
The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the

Assembly:

Mr D. Paul Rowland — Trinitarian Bible Society
Rev. Joshua Reiger =~ — Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England & Wales

Mr Allan McCulloch — Scottish Reformation Society

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.
7. Rep_ort of the
The General Assembly resumed consideration of the Report of the Committee on gglrj“m”;ﬁizlon

Ecumenical Relations. Relations (Cont.)

It was also moved and seconded that
Second Motion
The following be added as an Addendum to the Proposed Deliverance:
“The General Assembly, cognizant of their responsibility as heirs to the church of the
Reformation and the Church of Scotland of the Revolution Settlement (1690), are greatly
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saddened by the fragmented state of Christ’s body in the nation and the scandal that it
causes. As a prerequisite to healing the schism, they direct the Committee to draw up a
comprehensive statement of Free Church principles together with a statement on those
differences between the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and other Scottish
denominations, and report to the next General Assembly their findings thereanent.”

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the former Convener, the
Acting Convener and the Clerk;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate
relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth;

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in the International Council of Reformed Churches and the European
Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies;

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this
organisation; the Assembly also thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as
our Church’s representative on the Affinity council;

5. The General Assembly note with gratitude the finding of the 2017 General Assembly
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to invite the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) into Ecclesiastical Fellowship. The General Assembly of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing), noting that the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) General Assembly have never altered the pre-2000 position that a
formal relationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church should exist, are glad to
re-enter formally the status of Eccelesiastical Fellowship with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church;

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our USA Presbytery and the
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America and pray that
these will develop toward closer ecumenical relations;

7. The General Assembly note with sadness the decision of the Synod of the
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (vrijgemaakt) to recognise the validity of the
view that women may be admitted to office in the Church, consider this decision
unwarranted and unscriptural, and therefore suspend ecumenical relations with the
GKN(V);

8. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
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The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Australian Free Church.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Australian Free Church for their letter of greetings, pray
that they may know the Lord’s upholding and encouragement in their witness for him and
reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Maranatha Bible
Presbyterian Church, Singapore.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank Maranatha Bible Presbyterian Church, Singapore, for their
letter and ongoing contacts with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), pray for the
Lord’s blessing on their work and witness in Singapore and further afield and reciprocate
Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Christelijke Gereformeerde
Kerken in Nederland.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland for
their letter and the warmth of the relationship between our two Churches exemplified in
the manner in which our delegates to the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken Synod have
been received. The Assembly look forward to receiving a Delegate from the Christelijke
Gereformeerde Kerken to the 2019 General Assembly. They are thankful for the attempts
made by the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken to maintain a faithful reformed witness
and pray that these might be blessed and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Canadian Reformed
Churches.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter and assure
them of the benefit flowing from last year’s delegation to the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) and pray that the Canadian Reformed Churches, may in maintaining a
faithful reformed witness, know God’s rich blessing on their work.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Christian Witness to Israel.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank Christian Witness to Israel for their letter of Christian
greetings and for their account to the General Assembly of the work of CWI. They pray
for the furtherance of the Gospel amongst the Jewish people, knowing that the Gospel is
to the Jew first, and look forward to receiving Delegates from CWI in future years.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from DayOne.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
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The General Assembly thank DayOne for their letter and assure them of our Church’s
wholehearted commitment to the sanctity of the Lord’s Day and their determination to
defend and promote the 4™ Commandment.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Heritage Reformed
Congregations.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Heritage Reformed Congregations for their letter and are
grateful to learn that they will have the opportunity to welcome DV in 2019 a delegate
from the Heritage Reformed Congregations to their Assembly; they pray for God’s
blessing on the work and witness of the Heritage Reformed Congregations and reciprocate
Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for their letter, rejoice
that ecclesiastical fellowship has been restored, look forward to receiving a delegate from
the OPC in 2019 and pray for God’s blessing on the work of the OPC.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the United Reformed
Churches of North America.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the United Reformed Churches of North America for their
letter and for the deepening of a warm relationship between our respective bodies, look
forward to receiving a delegate to their General Assembly in 2019, and reciprocate
Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Affinity.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank Affinity for their letter, look forward to receiving a delegate
from Affinity to a future General Assembly, and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their
stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The General Assembly thank each individual giver and every congregation for their
sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of
the denomination;

The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the
Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using
the scheme wherever possible;

The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee that the Draft Budget for 2019 be approved and note that there is a
projected deficit of £75,591;

The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund
and encourage each congregation to support it;

The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship
and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past
year;

The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property
funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application
process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance &
Sustentation Committee;

The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt
submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for
managing financial affairs at a congregational level. They draw the attention of all
congregational treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the
accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial
Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year end December figures;

The General Assembly approve the measures taken by the Committee in ensuring
that the denomination’s cash deposit sums are further protected under the provisions
of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1% July 2018;

The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1%
July 2018 for each minister is £24,663;

The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each
month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible,
in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly repeal Act Il (Class 1) 1991, anent Grants and Loans by
Church and Manse Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class Il) 1988 anent Church and
Manse Building Fund,;

The General Assembly approve the following Building Fund Guidelines.
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22" MAy Introduction

Tuesday The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular

Forenoon contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those
10. Report of the congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers.
Ei%?r?c]:en;e on It is the Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will
Sustentation (Cont.) commend itself to all of our congregations as a means of fulfilling the

Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping the weak.

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary
purposes:

(A) To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon
the financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the
Finance & Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial
help if it is not possible for the local congregation to continue making the
agreed repayments.

(B) To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds
which can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing
in order to reduce overall interest costs.

Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing

1. The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage
under the provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building
Fund Application form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation
Committee. The Deacons’ Court shall then first submit the fully
documented Building Fund Application form in connection with each
project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the Finance &
Sustentation Committee.

2. All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and
support of the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.
Application forms received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee
prior to Presbytery approval shall be considered only as part of the
necessary information gathering process.

3. In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation
Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the
suitability and standards of the proposed building, the funds available to
the congregation from its own resources as well as those which may be
available from other sources. In particular, careful consideration shall be
given to the congregation's capacity to meet the repayments of the
borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their promised
contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry. The
factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in
respect of any application from a congregation may include specific
matters not listed in this document and shall always have regard to the
overall financial position of the Church at the time that the application is
being considered.

4. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed
to an application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance &
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Sustentation Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of
local Deacons’ Courts. It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to
spread the benefits of the Fund as widely as possible throughout the
Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation Committee will discourage
applications for financial assistance in instances where the proposed
building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can
reasonably be justified. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall
strive to achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where
congregations consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to
the General Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of
the Bounds in regular form.

In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building
Projects, the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the
nature and purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and
the availability of a suitable site. Ideally the site should already be in the
ownership of the congregation. In such instances where a new build is
being considered, the Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked
to consider the factors outlined above and they shall thereafter report to the
Finance & Sustentation Committee.

Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should
be submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. In the
case of a proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the
Details of Sale and Home Report. Where an existing building is being
considered as a proposed place of worship, a professionally prepared
Condition Report and Valuation Survey should be submitted.

The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the
availability of additional funds for the project from central resources shall
be final, but can be open to the process of review detailed in clause 4
hereof.

Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected
to contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost. The over-
riding desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the
maintenance of Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in
‘unusual’ circumstances the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be
prepared to consider funding in excess of the norm for a place of residence
for a minister. Details of any such ‘unusual’ circumstances must be
included in Section 3 of the Building Fund Application form and must also
be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with documented evidence
in Section 5.

Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations
shall be the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between
the congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be
legally binding. The Funding Agreement document shall require to be
signed by the respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down
of funds will be permitted.
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22" MAy 10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow

Tuesday money from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed
appropriate, to enable them to provide financial assistance to local
10. Report of the congregations. In no case shall such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20
Committee on years, and shall normally be for a maximum of 70% of the purchase price.

Finance &
Sustentation (Cont.)

Forenoon

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee
provides is by way of commercially available building finance and the
servicing of the borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by
regular monthly contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be
specified in advance in the Funding Agreement. This may be subject to
variation in keeping with possible changes in the interest rate. The
General Treasurer shall be required to report any shortfall in repayment of
loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and the General
Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period. Any such
decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.
In cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it
shall be competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance &
Sustentation Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission
to sell the affected property. The proceeds of sale of any such transaction
will be dealt with as set out in clause 14 hereof.

12. Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security
against borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing), title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the
General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust.

13. Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions
shall have a Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General
Treasurer. If at any time in the future the total debit amount appearing on
that account has been fully discharged by financial contributions received
from the congregation, it shall be competent for the congregation to apply
to have title transferred to local trustees elected for the purpose in
accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly. The appropriate process
for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly.

14. Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General
Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the
relevant Acts of Assembly. The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to
the General Assembly routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and
must be accompanied by full supporting documentation. The first call on
the proceeds of sale of such a duly authorised transaction shall be to clear
off any remaining congregational debit balance on the Loan Repayment
Account. Subject to the terms of the Petition submitted for the purpose to
the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the sale proceeds may be
remitted to the congregation.

Section (B) — Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt

15. A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage
repayments of all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will
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be retained as an operating minimum in the Central Building Fund. This
contingency amount will be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly
repayment of each congregation is achieved, and so to prevent any default
and financial penalty that this would otherwise incur. This contingency
amount is to be replenished as a priority as funds are received into the
Central Building Fund.

In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund
then the Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of
urgency to plan a long-term response.

To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in
consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to
the above contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all
congregations repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse
properties. No distinction will apply, whether the mortgage was secured
by the General Trustees through the Central Building Fund, or by local
trustees directly from a financial lender. The Finance & Sustentation
Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments (as funds dictate)
at each ordinary meeting of the Committee.

Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the
grant shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial
lender, and the relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction.
Where the individual Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant
amount shall be transferred to the congregation’s account. Central
Building Fund grants must only be used toward the redemption of the
identified mortgage.

Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an
alternative to, but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments.

Each local Preshbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee
of each congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment. No
other application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central
Building Fund, though congregations may decline financial assistance by
intimating this to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and
congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the
Central Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness
magazine and on the denomination’s web site.

While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all
congregations equally, there may be occasions when a particular project
might be prioritised by the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The
duration and purpose of any such specific project shall be clearly
communicated and promoted throughout the church, as above, and by
specific appeal.

The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by
the General Assembly.
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The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class 1) 2014, Act anent Rules
Governing Central Building Fund;

The General Assembly note, with gratitude to the Lord, the property developments in
the Congregations of Partick, Shettleston and Ayr;

The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church
when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in
your Will to the attention of our congregations; the General Assembly also thank
Rev. David Blunt and Mr Bill McQueer for their help in the printing and distribution
of the revised leaflet;

The General Assembly recommend the Ministerial Holiday Entitlement — Guidance
Document to all Deacons’ Courts and Finance Committees;

The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly
on Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class 1) 1998, Act anent
Sustentation Fund and Act XI11 (Class I1) 1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform —
Amending Act XII1 1983;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the
continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his
duties in the past year;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her
diligence and efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of
the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;

The General Assembly recognise the prudence of maintaining cash reserves of
£300,000.

The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations
and the particular challenges faced at local level;

The General Assembly approve the following Death-in-Service Scheme:

i.  Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the
estate of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom,
who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his death.

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the
estate of each employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his
or her death.

ii. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will
be paid to the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the
United Kingdom, at the time of his death.

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of
each employee, beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death.

This figure is to be reviewed biennially.
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27.

28.

29.

30.

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on
the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act
XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly,
subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal
Dividend:;

The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels
including the mileage rate of 32p per mile;

The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit
supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr
Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year in the Congregations of Assynt
& Eddrachillis and Poolewe & Aultbea.

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph 26 of the Proposed Deliverance be deleted and replaced by the following:

The General Assembly direct the Committee of Finance & Sustentation to investigate
further the possible introduction of a Death in Service Scheme, the Committee to report to
the 2019 General Assembly with proposals which take due cognizance of both need and
equity.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their
stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;

The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly thank each individual giver and every congregation for their
sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of
the denomination;

The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the
Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using
the scheme wherever possible;

The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee that the Draft Budget for 2019 be approved and note that there is a
projected deficit of £75,591;

The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund
and encourage each congregation to support it;

The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship
and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past
year;
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The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property
funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application
process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance &
Sustentation Committee;

The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt
submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for
managing financial affairs at a congregational level. They draw the attention of all
congregational treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the
accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial
Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year end December figures;

The General Assembly approve the measures taken by the Committee in ensuring
that the denomination’s cash deposit sums are further protected under the provisions
of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1% July 2018;

The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1%
July 2018 for each minister is £24,663;

The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each
month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible,
in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly repeal Act 111 (Class 1) 1991, anent Grants and Loans by
Church and Manse Building Fund and Act XXXII (Class 1) 1988 anent Church and
Manse Building Fund;

The General Assembly approve the following Building Fund Guidelines.

Introduction

The Central Building Fund was established as a conduit through which regular
contributions can be channelled from the entire Denomination to assist those
congregations in need of places of worship and accommodation for ministers.
It is the Finance & Sustentation Committee’s aim that this facility will
commend itself to all of our congregations as a means of fulfilling the
Presbyterian ideal of the strong helping the weak.

The Central Building Fund serves two distinct, and yet complementary
pUrposes:

(A) To facilitate mortgage borrowing by a local Deacons’ Court based upon
the financial credibility of the denomination, with the added security that the
Finance & Sustentation Committee can intervene with practical and financial
help if it is not possible for the local congregation to continue making the
agreed repayments.

(B) To provide a mechanism whereby the whole Church can contribute funds
which can be utilised to advance the repayment of mortgage capital borrowing
in order to reduce overall interest costs.
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Section (A) Guidelines to Facilitate Mortgage Borrowing

The Deacons' Court of a congregation wishing to apply for a mortgage
under the provisions of the Central Building Fund shall request a Building
Fund Application form from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation
Committee. The Deacons’ Court shall then first submit the fully
documented Building Fund Application form in connection with each
project to Presbytery with a copy to the Clerk to the Finance &
Sustentation Committee.

All Applications for financial assistance shall require the approval and
support of the Presbytery of the bounds as soon as may be practicable.
Application forms received by the Finance & Sustentation Committee
prior to Presbytery approval shall be considered only as part of the
necessary information gathering process.

In considering an application for assistance, the Finance & Sustentation
Committee shall have regard to the desirability of the project, the
suitability and standards of the proposed building, the funds available to
the congregation from its own resources as well as those which may be
available from other sources. In particular, careful consideration shall be
given to the congregation's capacity to meet the repayments of the
borrowings involved while continuing to maintain their promised
contribution to Central Funds for the maintenance of the ministry. The
factors governing the decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee in
respect of any application from a congregation may include specific
matters not listed in this document and shall always have regard to the
overall financial position of the Church at the time that the application is
being considered.

The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall be more favourably disposed
to an application for assistance for provision of a manse. The Finance &
Sustentation Committee is ever conscious, however, of the autonomy of
local Deacons’ Courts. It is highly likely, nonetheless, that in seeking to
spread the benefits of the Fund as widely as possible throughout the
Denomination, the Finance & Sustentation Committee will discourage
applications for financial assistance in instances where the proposed
building is considered to be more commodious or expensive than can
reasonably be justified. The Finance & Sustentation Committee shall
strive to achieve equitable consideration of all applications but, where
congregations consider a decision to be unjust, the remedy is by Petition to
the General Assembly, such petition to be routed through the Presbytery of
the Bounds in regular form.

In the case of a new build, and to assist the Advisory Panel on Building
Projects, the application should take the form of a detailed statement of the
nature and purpose of the structure, its potential layout and capacity and
the availability of a suitable site. Ideally the site should already be in the
ownership of the congregation. In such instances where a new build is
being considered, the Advisory Panel on Building Projects shall be asked
to consider the factors outlined above and they shall thereafter report to the
Finance & Sustentation Committee.
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22" May 6. Where purchase of an existing building is contemplated, full details should

Tuesday be submitted to the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee. In the

Forenoon case of a proposed purchase of a manse this shall include a copy of the
10. Report of the Details of Sale and Home Report. Where an existing building is being
gi?]':r?;gtge on considered as a proposed place of worship, a professionally prepared
Sustentation (Cont.) Condition Report and Valuation Survey should be submitted.

7. The decision of the Finance & Sustentation Committee as to the
availability of additional funds for the project from central resources shall
be final, but can be open to the process of review detailed in clause 4
hereof.

8. Congregations seeking to construct or purchase a property will be expected
to contribute a minimum of one-third of the total projected cost. The over-
riding desire of the Finance & Sustentation Committee, however, is the
maintenance of Gospel ordinances in our congregations, and therefore, in
‘unusual’ circumstances the Finance & Sustentation Committee may be
prepared to consider funding in excess of the norm for a place of residence
for a minister. Details of any such ‘unusual’ circumstances must be
included in Section 3 of the Building Fund Application form and must also
be supported by the Presbytery of the Bounds with documented evidence
in Section 5.

9. Before any funding is released, each offer of assistance to congregations
shall be the subject of an individually drafted Funding Agreement between
the congregation and the Finance & Sustentation Committee and will be
legally binding. The Funding Agreement document shall require to be
signed by the respective parties and duly executed before any draw-down
of funds will be permitted.

10. The Finance & Sustentation Committee hereby have the power to borrow
money from third party commercial lenders, on such terms as deemed
appropriate, to enable them to provide financial assistance to local
congregations. In no case shall such borrowing be for a term exceeding 20
years, and shall normally be for a maximum of 70% of the purchase price.

11. When the financial support that the Finance & Sustentation Committee
provides is by way of commercially available building finance and the
servicing of the borrowings thereon, repayment of the loan shall be by
regular monthly contributions to the Central Building Fund at a rate to be
specified in advance in the Funding Agreement. This may be subject to
variation in keeping with possible changes in the interest rate. The
General Treasurer shall be required to report any shortfall in repayment of
loan to both the Finance & Sustentation Committee and the General
Trustees and it shall be at the discretion only of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee to sustain such a shortfall for a temporary period. Any such
decision shall always have regard to the financial position of the Church.
In cases of serious default in the provisions of the Funding Agreement it
shall be competent for the General Trustees at the request of the Finance &
Sustentation Committee to petition the General Assembly for permission
to sell the affected property. The proceeds of sale of any such transaction
will be dealt with as set out in clause 14 hereof.
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Any property procured under this arrangement shall be held as security
against borrowings and shall be the property of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing), title being held for behoof of the FC(C) by the
General Trustees under an appropriately drafted Deed-of-Trust.

Congregations applying for financial assistance under these provisions
shall have a Loan Repayment Account raised in their name by the General
Treasurer. If at any time in the future the total debit amount appearing on
that account has been fully discharged by financial contributions received
from the congregation, it shall be competent for the congregation to apply
to have title transferred to local trustees elected for the purpose in
accordance with the relevant Acts of Assembly. The appropriate process
for transfer of title is by Petition to the General Assembly.

Permission to sell any congregational property held in trust by the General
Trustees must be sought by the congregation in conformity with the
relevant Acts of Assembly. The appropriate mechanism is by Petition to
the General Assembly routed through the Presbytery of the Bounds and
must be accompanied by full supporting documentation. The first call on
the proceeds of sale of such a duly authorised transaction shall be to clear
off any remaining congregational debit balance on the Loan Repayment
Account. Subject to the terms of the Petition submitted for the purpose to
the General Assembly, any remaining balance of the sale proceeds may be
remitted to the congregation.

Section (B) — Guidelines to Assist Congregations with Mortgage Debt

A contingency amount, equal to the total of one month’s mortgage
repayments of all loans serviced through the Central Building Fund, will
be retained as an operating minimum in the Central Building Fund. This
contingency amount will be used, as necessary, to ensure the monthly
repayment of each congregation is achieved, and so to prevent any default
and financial penalty that this would otherwise incur. This contingency
amount is to be replenished as a priority as funds are received into the
Central Building Fund.

In the event where it becomes necessary to utilise the contingency fund
then the Finance & Sustentation Committee shall convene as a matter of
urgency to plan a long-term response.

To minimise the cost of borrowing to individual congregations, and in
consequence to the whole church, Central Building Funds in addition to
the above contingency amount shall be disbursed equally, as a grant, to all
congregations repaying mortgage loans for either Church or manse
properties. No distinction will apply, whether the mortgage was secured
by the General Trustees through the Central Building Fund, or by local
trustees directly from a financial lender. The Finance & Sustentation
Committee shall arrange to disburse such grant payments (as funds dictate)
at each ordinary meeting of the Committee.

Where the mortgage is administered through the Central Building Fund the
grant shall be paid on the congregation’s behalf directly to the financial
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lender, and the relevant Deacons’ Court informed of the transaction.
Where the individual Deacons’ Court administers the mortgage, the grant
amount shall be transferred to the congregation’s account. Central
Building Fund grants must only be used toward the redemption of the
identified mortgage.

19. Any grant payment made from the Central Building Fund is not an
alternative to, but must be in addition to, regular loan repayments.

20. Each local Presbytery is to inform the Finance & Sustentation Committee
of each congregation within its bounds with a mortgage commitment. No
other application process is necessary to receive a grant from the Central
Building Fund, though congregations may decline financial assistance by
intimating this to the Finance & Sustentation Committee.

21. To raise awareness and encourage financial support from individuals and
congregations, information, reports, and regular up-dates regarding the
Central Building Fund shall be published in the Free Church Witness
magazine and on the denomination’s web site.

22. While the priority is to reduce borrowing costs incurred by all
congregations equally, there may be occasions when a particular project

23. might be prioritised by the Finance & Sustentation Committee. The
duration and purpose of any such specific project shall be clearly
communicated and promoted throughout the church, as above, and by
specific appeal.

24. The provision of these guidelines shall remain in force until amended by
the General Assembly.

The General Assembly repeal Act IV (Class IlI) 2014, Act anent Rules
Governing Central Building Fund;

The General Assembly note, with gratitude to the Lord, the property developments in
the Congregations of Partick, Shettleston and Ayr;

The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church
when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in
your Will to the attention of our congregations; the General Assembly also thank
Rev. David Blunt and Mr Bill McQueer for their help in the printing and distribution
of the revised leaflet;

The General Assembly recommend the Ministerial Holiday Entitlement — Guidance
Document to all Deacons’ Courts and Finance Committees;

The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly
on Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class 1) 1998, Act anent
Sustentation Fund and Act XI1 (Class I1) 1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform —
Amending Act X111 1983;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the
continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his
duties in the past year;
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22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her
diligence and efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of
the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;

The General Assembly recognise the prudence of maintaining cash reserves of
£300,000.

The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations
and the particular challenges faced at local level;

The General Assembly approve the following Death-in-Service Scheme:

i. Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times stipend will be paid to the
estate of each minister still in a pastoral charge, within the United Kingdom,
who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his death.

Death-in-Service Benefit of two-and-one-half times salary will be paid to the
estate of each employee, who had not attained the age of 70 at the time of his
or her death.

ii. Beyond the age of 70, a single payment of £5,000, regardless of age, will be
paid to the estate of a minister, still in a pastoral charge, within the United
Kingdom, at the time of his death.

A pro rata payment (based upon £5,000) will be made to the estate of each
employee, beyond the age of 70 at the time of his or her death.

This figure is to be reviewed biennially.

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point be placed on
the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act
XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly,
subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 90% of Equal
Dividend;

The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels
including the mileage rate of 32p per mile;

The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit
supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr
Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year in the Congregations of Assynt
& Eddrachillis and Poolewe & Aultbea.
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The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees
for their continuing work on behalf of the Church;

The General Assembly note the role of the General Trustees in the purchase of
buildings by the Church for the use of Congregations. They express their thanks to
Mr Alasdair Buchanan of Drummond Miller LLP for his assistance and advice,
always courteously given, on the legal issues arising from these transactions;

The General Assembly note the outcome of the General Trustees’ consultations with
Presbyteries and Deacons’ Courts regarding registration for charitable purposes.
They approve the Trustees’ proposal that discretion be left to Deacons’ Courts as to
whether they continue to operate under the present system of denominational
registration or opt to apply for registration on a congregational basis. Where the
latter option is preferred the Deacons’ Court concerned shall submit the necessary
application to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator and notify the General
Trustees of their intentions. The General Assembly instruct the Trustees, assisted as
necessary by the General Treasurer, to provide any relevant assistance to Deacons’
Courts wishing to apply for registration on behalf of their Congregations. In the
interests of uniformity, the General Assembly further instruct the Trustees to prepare
and circulate to all Deacons’ Courts a form of words on constitutional matters to be
used in such applications;

The General Assembly note recent developments concerning the dwelling house at
21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, and on a sale being effected instruct the General Trustees to
take forward the registration of the title of the property in their name;

The General Assembly note the retirement from office of Mr John MacDonald on
reaching the maximum age of service, and the resignations of Mr Timothy Nixon and
Mr Donald Martin. They thank these brethren for their service as Trustees and pray
that they may know the Lord’s blessing in their continuing work for His cause;

The General Assembly take this opportunity of thanking Mr John MacKenzie, who
retired from office at last Assembly, for his ten years’ service as a Trustee, five of
them as Chairman, and also for his wider work in a range of capacities on behalf of
the Church;

The General Assembly approve the appointments of Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Mr
Thomas Maclnnes and Dr Andrew Naylor as General Trustees. They also approve
the current Roll of Trustees as follows:

Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn;
Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas Maclnnes, Portree;
Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris;

The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees
and for his continued diligence throughout the year. They are also grateful to Mr
Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his professional assistance and advice.

12. Psalmody The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody,

Report

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who

addressed the Assembly thereanent.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on
Psalmody and thank the Committee, especially the Clerk;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the reprint of the staff version of The
Scottish Psalmody;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the completion of the programme of
Worthy to be Praised instruction CDs and the Praise the Lord compilation CD. The
General Assembly express their grateful thanks to Rev. William Scott and Mrs.
Isobel Scott and their team of singers and production experts for spearheading the
Worthy to be Praised project and the Compilation Disk production, and bringing
these to a successful conclusion;

The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those
who took part in the Psalmody Test and thank all who helped them as well as those
who tested them.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

the 22" day of May 2018 years at 6.30 o’clock evening

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
Sess. 3.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

There was an Order of the Day at 6:45 o’clock for the Presentation of the Sabbath School
& Bible Class Awards. The following award winners were introduced to the Moderator,
suitably addressed and presented with their awards:

Sabbath School Award
Bible Class Award

Sarah G. Craig, Stornoway
Susanna MacDonald, Stornoway

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-
CONvener;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;

The General Assembly note the completion of the revision of the Sabbath School and
Bible Class Workbooks. They thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for what has been
achieved thus far to that end and commend the use of the Sabbath School and Bible
Class Workbooks;

The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so
freely give of their time;
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The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, making
and marking the annual Sabbath School & Bible Class examination papers;

The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and
congratulate those who participated this year;

The General Assembly congratulate those who successfully completed the Shorter
Catechism Diploma and encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to
promote the Scheme;

The General Assembly thank Rev. & Mrs Andrew Allan for their faithful work in
organising the All-Age Holiday and would encourage them both as they undertake
the work again this year;

The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation to discontinue the
All-Age Holiday next year, unless a cheaper venue can be found,;

The General Assembly thank Rev. James Maclnnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for
their faithful leadership of the Youth Camp and the Senior Camp, respectively; they
also thank Joan MacKintosh, Liz MacKay, Katrina Mackay, Matthew Kirkland,
Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn and Rev. Calum Smith;

The General Assembly commend Christian education to the prayerful interest of the
wider Church;

The General Assembly adopt the Committee’s recommendation for the development
of a page on the Church website to facilitate and promote Christian Educational
resources and information;

The General Assembly approve in principle the setting up of a dedicated fund for
assistance with Christian education within the denomination and remit the matter to
the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee for further consideration;

The General Assembly approve in principle of the holding of an annual conference
dedicated to Christian education, and remit the matter to the Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee for further consideration;

The General Assembly commend all those involved in education, whether in the
State sector or in the different forms of Christian education, to the prayers of the
Church.

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Rev. Kenneth Stewart — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland
Rev. Dr John P Wilson — Presbyterian Church of Australia
Rev. John Hawthorne — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.
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The General Assembly took up consideration of the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members was referred to be the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener;

The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed
Presbyteries as being territorial, but that after the Disruption the phraseology of the
Church became such that there was less emphasis on the territorial nature of the
Church, which emphasis was further weakened following the events of 1900 and the
numerical decline in the Church since;

The General Assembly, whilst recognising that today, in some situations, for many
practical purposes, the territorial aspect has almost been lost sight of, note that there
are practical benefits in retaining such a view in that it is a reminder that, in the mind
of the Scottish Church, Ministers and Sessions have a responsibility for all the souls
who live in the vicinity within which they are placed, stresses the benefits of
attending a “local Congregation”, and is a reminder to Presbyteries that they have
responsibility for Church extension within their bounds;

The General Assembly note that historically the Church in Scotland has viewed its
primary responsibility to be Scotland, but that this has not precluded involvement in
areas furth of Scotland, especially, but not limited to “colonial” and mission
situations;

The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland shall be under
the supervision of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee;

The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within the
British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed under
the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such
Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected
by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has
superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this
provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching
Stations;

The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland and outwith
the British Isles which are not within the Bounds of a Preshytery shall be placed
under the superintendence of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee acting in
loco synodi.;

The General Assembly note that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee retain a
supervisory and facilitatory role where Presbyteries exist furth of Scotland;

The General Assembly thank the Committee for their helpful explanation of the role
of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee in supervising Congregations and
Presbyteries furth of Scotland and instruct a copy of the Report of the Presbytery
Boundaries Committee to the General Assembly of 2018 be furnished to all
Congregations and Presbyteries furth of Scotland,;
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The General Assembly instruct that a copy of the Report of the Presbytery
Boundaries Committee to the General Assembly of 2018 be furnished to the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee who shall engross sections 1-4 of the said Report in
their permanent Record;

The General Assembly reaffirm the Acts of Assembly anent Retiral of Ministers, Act
11981 and Act IV 1991;

The General Assembly commend the advice of the Committee anent Assessors to
Presbyteries that the Reasons for the appointment of Assessors may include:

i. toenable a Preshytery depleted in ministerial numbers to function
ii. toenable a Preshytery depleted in number of available elders to function

iii. to provide assistance to a Presbytery dealing with situations of particular
difficulty and requiring additional expertise, for example in a difficult
disciplinary case

iv. to provide for specialist expertise and experience in Church procedure in the
unusual case of where this is lacking within the membership of the Presbytery

v. to enable a retired Minister who resides in but is not a member of the
Presbytery of the Bounds to more fully assist the Presbytery in the oversight
of Congregations and the provision of Gospel ordinances within the Bounds.
In the past, there are examples of a retired Minister in a locality acting as the
effective Resident Supply and being engaged as Interim Moderator by a
Presbytery;

further, the General Assembly remind Presbyteries that all Petitions from
Presbyteries for General Assessors should be specific as to the reasons for the request
made, and that any appointments made by the General Assembly shall be in the light
of the terms of the Petition;

The General Assembly thank and discharge the Committee.

6. Petition from the The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern

Free Northern
Presbytery anent
Appointment of
General Assessors

Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 21 May 2018. The Petition of the Free Northern
Presbytery humbly shows that:

1.

Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted;
Whereas Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds;

Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has been of immense assistance in
the effective functioning of Presbytery;

Wherefore
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May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year, or do
otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent
Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and
Rev. Davide Ratti General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Southern
Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 21% May 2018 the Petition of the Free Southern
Presbytery humbly sheweth that:

1. Whereas the General Assembly of 2014 admitted Rev. E.T. Kirkland and his
congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh to the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing);

2. Whereas the said General Assembly appointed Rev. E.T. Kirkland a General
Assessor to the Free Southern Presbytery and this appointment has been renewed by
subsequent General Assemblies;

3. Whereas this arrangement has continued to be of mutual benefit to the Presbytery and
to Mr Kirkland;

Wherefore:

May it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
Rev. E.T. Kirkland a General Assessor to the Free Southern Presbytery for the
forthcoming year:

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.
And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Southern Preshytery anent
Appointment of General Assessors and grant its crave to the extent that the General
Assembly, noting Paragraph 6 of their finding on the Report of the Presbytery Boundaries
Committee, namely
The General Assembly ordain that all Congregations furth of Scotland but within
the British Isles, which are not within the Bounds of a Presbytery, shall be placed
under the superintendence of a Scottish Presbytery, with the Minister of each such
Congregation, and a representative Elder of the Kirk Session who has been elected
by the Congregation, recognised as members of the Presbytery which has
superintendence over the Congregation, being entitled to seats thereon, this
provision, as in Scotland, being for fully-sanctioned Charges but not Preaching
Stations
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direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed under the superintendence
of the Free Southern Presbytery.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 23" day 'of May 2018 years at 9 o clock forenoon  Sess. 4.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following
took part at the request of the Moderator:

Kenneth Macdonald, William MacLeod, John MacLeod (Tarbat),
Allan Murray, James Wanliss, Calum Smith, Ewan Wilson, Graeme Craig

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions,
Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by
the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener,
Vice-convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people. They
encourage Congregations and individuals to inform the Committee of local matters of
particular spiritual and moral concern that might be helped by being more widely
known and by being addressed by the Committee;

3.  The General Assembly note the ongoing concerns relating to the Named Person
Scheme and Child Protection issues. They renew their direction to the Committee on
Public Questions, Religion & Morals to investigate the relationship of the Named
Person legislation and the implementation of the existing Child Protection system
and report to next General Assembly with recommendations for both the
denomination and for Christian parents. At the same time they continue to pray that
the scheme will ultimately be withdrawn;

4. The General Assembly note the work done by the Committee to date in collating the
views of MSPs in relation to the proposed changes to the definition of child abuse to
include smacking. They instruct the Committee to raise the serious dangers of this
proposal with politicians and the public;

5. The General Assembly affirm that the bodily remains of citizens are not the property
of the State and record their profound concern that proposed legislation in relation to
Organ Donation might undermine this principle. They instruct the Committee to
continue to monitor this area and raise all suitable Biblical objections to it;
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6. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to persevere with their research
into the United Kingdom’s political relations with the Vatican;

7. The General Assembly note the proposals of the Committee in relation to the proper
direction of its resources to the effect that:

Vi.

Vil.

the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations.
the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern.
the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups:

A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose
material in this area can be referred to.

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view.

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but
these are not being addressed by other groups.

the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues
that fall into category (A).

the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and
(C) as appropriate.

the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as
the Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations.

the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over
the proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and
(b) invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts;

8. The General Assembly direct the Committee to investigate the whole area of the
practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the
rule of Christ as King of nations, and report back with their recommendations to the
next General Assembly.

It was also moved and seconded that

That paragraph 7 of the Proposed Deliverance be amended to read.

The General Assembly, reaffirming that it remains the remit of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee to make representation nationally on behalf of the
denomination on matters of public concern, note the proposals of the Committee in
relation to the proper direction of its resources to the effect that:

the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations.

the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern.

the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups:

A.

B.
C.

Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose material in
this area can be referred to.

Those where we are likely to have a distinct view.

Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but
these are not being addressed by other groups.

the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues that
fall into category (A).
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v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and (C)
as appropriate.

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as the
Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations.

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over the
proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and (b)
invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts;

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the amendment.

Wherefore

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener,
Vice-convener and Clerk;

The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people. They
encourage Congregations and individuals to inform the Committee of local matters of
particular spiritual and moral concern that might be helped by being more widely
known and by being addressed by the Committee;

The General Assembly note the ongoing concerns relating to the Named Person
Scheme and Child Protection issues. They renew their direction to the Committee on
Public Questions, Religion & Morals to investigate the relationship of the Named
Person legislation and the implementation of the existing Child Protection system
and report to next General Assembly with recommendations for both the
denomination and for Christian parents. At the same time they continue to pray that
the scheme will ultimately be withdrawn;

The General Assembly note the work done by the Committee to date in collating the
views of MSPs in relation to the proposed changes to the definition of child abuse to
include smacking. They instruct the Committee to raise the serious dangers of this
proposal with politicians and the public;

The General Assembly affirm that the bodily remains of citizens are not the property
of the State and record their profound concern that proposed legislation in relation to
Organ Donation might undermine this principle. They instruct the Committee to
continue to monitor this area and raise all suitable Biblical objections to it;

The General Assembly encourage the Committee to persevere with their research
into the United Kingdom’s political relations with the Vatican;

The General Assembly, reaffirming that it remains the remit of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee to make representation nationally on behalf of the
denomination on matters of public concern, note the proposals of the Committee in
relation to the proper direction of its resources to the effect that:

i. the Committee continue to fulfil all existing undertakings and obligations.

ii. the Committee note all relevant new areas of concern.

iii. the Committee divide these new areas of concern into three groups:
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A. Those where we agree with wider Christian bodies, and whose
material in this area can be referred to.

B. Those where we are likely to have a distinct view.

C. Those where we share certain common concerns with other bodies, but
these are not being addressed by other groups.

iv. the Committee note and offer support for other bodies in dealing with issues
that fall into category (A).

v. the Committee continue to attend to matters that fall into categories (B) and
(C) as appropriate.

vi. the Committee highlight the importance of the Establishment Principle as
the Biblical and Confessional description of Church / State relations.

vii. the Committee engage with and challenge our political representatives over
the proper limits of State power, this to be done inter alia by (a) letters and
(b) invitations to politicians to appear before relevant Church Courts;

8. The General Assembly direct the Committee to investigate the whole area of the
practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the
rule of Christ as King of nations, and report back with their recommendations to the
next General Assembly.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Rev. Dr Sid Garland — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Mr Callum Webster — Christian Institute
Rev. David Whitla — Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

Standing Orders of Assembly be suspended and any proposed amendments or addenda to
the proposed deliverances of the Legal Advice & Property Committee or the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee (B) Nominations be called for at 2pm
Wednesday.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications,
which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

There were presented to the Moderator Mr Glenn & Mrs Myra Fraser upon their retiral as
Book Organisers. After expressing the gratitude of the Assembly and Church at large to
Mr & Mrs Fraser for their work as Book Organisers, the Moderator presented them with a
token of appreciation.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
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Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener
and Clerk;

The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer
respectively;

The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design
for his work on design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s
magazines;

The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the
puzzle page for The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work;

The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of
recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired. They send to Mrs
Furzer their prayerful good wishes;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s
commencement of the work of recording the Church magazines for the visually
impaired. They commend this important work and encourage ministers and others
to make this ministry more widely known;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution
of tapes of recordings to the visually impaired,;

The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church
Witness and The Explorer over a period of time. They direct the Committee to
investigate and implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational
magazine;

The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular
June issue of the Free Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News
magazine for evangelistic and other purposes. They pray that the Lord will bless
the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland might be turned to the King
of kings;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions
Secretary;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of
Church magazines and publications;

The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing,
material in the series ‘Finding out about...” and encourage the Committee as they
oversee this important part of their work, whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim
Moderators and others to bring these publications before their Congregations;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events
leading up to and following the division of 2000. They note both the length of time
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this work has been in progress and also the need for the record to be set straight,
and therefore press all concerned to have made significant progress to a conclusion
of the work by the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are
pursuing and pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and
constancy as they seek to advance them;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and
distributing the Committee’s publications;

The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on
health grounds, and note that the Committee is ceasing this work. They thank Mr
Fraser for his dedication and enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years,
and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr and Mrs Fraser with good health;

The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially
Rev. Bert Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M.
Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as editorial overseers. They encourage the
Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the website to increase its
usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors;

The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account
and a Facebook Page continues to create interest. They pray that the spread of
Scripture through these social platforms may be a blessing to many;

The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of
the recent Spring Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which
granted the use of their building. They urge ministers to promote the Conference
and encourage their people to attend;

The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications
Committee within the Presbytery of the United States. They pray that their
endeavours at restarting the publication of a magazine and establishing their own
imprint might be greatly blessed;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and
distribution of audio CDs;

The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on
gathering information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland. They note the
complicating development in publishing the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland,
but in agreeing in principle to the Committee approaching the Free Church
(Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ particularly, but not
exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the General Assembly expect
the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing threatening in the production of
the said Annals shall take place, or anything injurious appears in print to the
detriment of those ministers purportedly disciplined in the year 2000; the
Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice & Property Committee, to report
to the next General Assembly its findings and recommendations thereanent;

The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of
the video footage of the events surrounding 2000. They encourage the Committee
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to explore ways in which some of this singularly unique material could be
incorporated into a wider video production;

10.  The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church
Directory’ and commend the same to all interested parties;

11. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the
Church’s Media Officer over the past year.

It was also moved and seconded that
Paragraph 2.10 be deleted and other paragraphs re-numbered accordingly.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

Standing Orders be suspended to allow a motion to be brought on the Proposed
Deliverance to the Report of the Publications Committee.

It was further moved and seconded that

The General Assembly direct the Publications Committee to publish a new edition of The
subordinate Standards & Other Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland.

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the third motion.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener
and Clerk;

2.1  The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer
respectively;

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design
for his work on design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer;

2.3 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s
magazines;

2.4 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the
puzzle page for The Explorer;

2.5  The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work;

2.6 The General Assembly note the retirement of Mrs Susan Furzer from her work of
recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired. They send to Mrs
Furzer their prayerful good wishes;
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The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s
commencement of the work of recording the Church magazines for the visually
impaired. They commend this important work and encourage ministers and others
to make this ministry more widely known;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution
of tapes of recordings to the visually impaired;

The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church
Witness and The Explorer over a period of time. They direct the Committee to
investigate and implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational
magazine;

The General Assembly approve the Committee’s decision to produce a regular
June issue of the Free Church Witness whilst continuing to produce a Good News
magazine for evangelistic and other purposes. They pray that the Lord will bless
the distribution of evangelistic literature that Scotland might be turned to the King
of kings;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions
Secretary;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as distributor of
Church magazines and publications;

The General Assembly thank those who have written, or are engaged in writing,
material in the series ‘Finding out about...’ and encourage the Committee as they
oversee this important part of their work, whilst also reminding Ministers, Interim
Moderators and others to bring these publications before their Congregations;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events
leading up to and following the division of 2000. They note both the length of time
this work has been in progress and also the need for the record to be set straight,
and therefore press all concerned to have made significant progress to a conclusion
of the work by the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note the other publishing projects which the Committee are
pursuing and pray that the Lord will grant the Committee help, guidance and
constancy as they seek to advance them;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work in storing and
distributing the Committee’s publications;

The General Assembly note Mr Glenn Fraser’s resignation as Books Organiser on
health grounds, and note that the Committee is ceasing this work. They thank Mr
Fraser for his dedication and enthusiasm to this sphere of labour over many years,
and pray that the Lord will continue to bless Mr and Mrs Fraser with good health;

The General Assembly thank those who operate the Church website, especially
Rev. Bert Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M.
Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as editorial overseers. They encourage the
Committee to progress plans to rebuild or redesign the website to increase its
usefulness to the Church, not least its attractiveness to visitors;
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4.2  The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account
and a Facebook Page continues to create interest. They pray that the spread of
Scripture through these social platforms may be a blessing to many;

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of
the recent Spring Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which
granted the use of their building. They urge ministers to promote the Conference
and encourage their people to attend;

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications
Committee within the Presbytery of the United States. They pray that their
endeavours at restarting the publication of a magazine and establishing their own
imprint might be greatly blessed;

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work of production and
distribution of audio CDs;

8. The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on
gathering information for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland. They note
the complicating development in publishing the Annals of the Free Church of
Scotland, but in agreeing in principle to the Committee approaching the Free
Church (Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’
particularly, but not exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the
General Assembly expect the agreement of safeguards to ensure that nothing
threatening in the production of the said Annals shall take place, or anything
injurious appears in print to the detriment of those ministers purportedly
disciplined in the year 2000; the Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice
& Property Committee, to report to the next General Assembly its findings and
recommendations thereanent;

9. The General Assembly note with a measure of disappointment the poor quality of
the video footage of the events surrounding 2000. They encourage the Committee
to explore ways in which some of this singularly unique material could be
incorporated into a wider video production;

10.  The General Assembly note the change of title of the former Year Book to ‘Church
Directory’ and commend the same to all interested parties;

11.  The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the
Church’s Media Officer over the past year.

12.  The General Assembly direct the Publications Committee to publish a new edition
of The subordinate Standards.& Other Authoritative Documents of the Free
Church of Scotland.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to
by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry
& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and
also the Clerk for his diligent efforts throughout the year;
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2.  The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent
service over several years;

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William
Macleod and Rev. James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers
of the Church;

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their
work over the past year;

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and
students in the Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation;

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial
Visitation of the Seminary undertaken by them and instruct the Committee to bring
their final Report and recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a
meeting of the Commission of Assembly;

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the
prayers of the Church.

It was also moved and seconded that

The following be added as an Addendum:

The General Assembly direct the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, in
consultation with the Finance & Sustentation Committee, to review funding arrangements
for Candidates for the Ministry.

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the Addendum.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry
& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and
also the Clerk for his diligent efforts throughout the year;

2. The General Assembly thank the former Clerk of the Committee for his diligent
service over several years;

3. The General Assembly note the appointment of two new lecturers, Rev. William
Macleod and Rev. James I. Gracie to the Seminary and commend them to the prayers
of the Church;

4. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers in the Seminary for their
work over the past year;

5. The General Assembly note with approval the harmony evidenced amongst staff and
students in the Seminary in the recent Quinquennial Visitation;

6. The General Assembly receive the Committee’s Interim Report of the Quinquennial
Visitation of the Seminary undertaken by them and instruct the Committee to bring
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their final Report and recommendations to the General Assembly of 2019 or a
meeting of the Commission of Assembly;

7. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the
prayers of the Church;

8. The General Assembly direct the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee,
in consultation with the Finance & Sustentation Committee, to review funding
arrangements for Candidates for the Ministry.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in Liberton Kirk at 6.30 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 23" day of May 2018 years at 6.30 o ’clock evening ~ Sess. 5.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.
The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign
Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home &
Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk;

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison,
for his continued faithful service and assistance. They commend Mr Morrison, his
wife and family to the prayers of our people;

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the
Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh and their outreach work at Portavogie;

4. The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month
to the Ballyclare & Doagh Congregation effective from the cessation of the current
arrangements, up to and inclusive of May 2019;

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work under the pastoral care of Rev. Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz and commend it to the prayers and financial support of our people. They
thank Mr Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain
and further afield. They commend the various efforts made to further the Lord’s
cause and commend this work to our praying people;

6. The General Assembly commend the London outreach under the care of the
Knightswood Kirk Session and seek to encourage all those involved in the work;

7. The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee, no
satisfactory reply has yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees. They
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recommend that no further financial assistance be given to the work and encourage
our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead;

8. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and
approve an increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up
until February 2021, after which it will be reviewed again. The General Assembly
assure her of their full support for her dedicated work amongst the children in the
Christian schools;

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work
in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S N V Partheepan. They commend Mr
Partheepan for his tireless service and commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the
prayers of our people;

10. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon
Christian Care for their generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in
Sri Lanka;

11. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States
of America and encourage their brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work;

12. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths
Falls and commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of
the Church;

13. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by
Hudson Taylor Ministries. They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a
number of our ministers to this work and encourage those who are able to give their
services to this most worthy endeavour. They note the increasing pressures being
brought by the State upon the Church in that land and commit our fellow believers
there to the protection of Almighty God.

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph 8 be deleted and replaced with:

The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and approve an
increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up until May 2021,
or until her work in Christian Primary schools via Christian Education Ministry in Zambia
terminates, whichever comes first, after which it shall be reviewed again. The General
Assembly assure Miss Hendriksen of their full support for her dedicated work amongst
the children in the Christian schools.

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the amendment.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home &
Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk;

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison,
for his continued faithful service and assistance. They commend Mr Morrison, his
wife and family to the prayers of our people;
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The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the
Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh and their outreach work at Portavogie;

The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month
to the Ballyclare & Doagh Congregation effective from the cessation of the current
arrangements, up to and inclusive of May 2019;

The General Assembly note the ongoing work under the pastoral care of Rev. Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz and commend it to the prayers and financial support of our people. They
thank Mr Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain
and further afield. They commend the various efforts made to further the Lord’s
cause and commend this work to our praying people;

The General Assembly commend the London outreach under the care of the
Knightswood Kirk Session and seek to encourage all those involved in the work;

The General Assembly note that despite repeated efforts by the Committee, no
satisfactory reply has yet been received from the Zambia Mission Trustees. They
recommend that no further financial assistance be given to the work and encourage
our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead:;

The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen and
approve an increase in her monthly allowance to £80 per month (£960 annually) up
until May 2021, or until her work in Christian Primary schools via Christian
Education Ministry in Zambia terminates, whichever comes first, after which it shall
be reviewed again. The General Assembly assure Miss Hendriksen of their full
support for her dedicated work amongst the children in the Christian schools;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work
in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S N V Partheepan. They commend Mr
Partheepan for his tireless service and commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the
prayers of our people;

The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon
Christian Care for their generosity in supporting the diaconal work of our mission in
Sri Lanka;

The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States
of America and encourage their brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work;

The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths
Falls and commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of
the Church;

The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by
Hudson Taylor Ministries. They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a
number of our ministers to this work and encourage those who are able to give their
services to this most worthy endeavour. They note the increasing pressures being
brought by the State upon the Church in that land and commit our fellow believers
there to the protection of Almighty God.
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There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Missionary Delegates.

Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

Rev. Edgar Lopez and Rev. Jose Fernandez, Casa Del Alfarero Church, Chicago, were
introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly.

Rev. William B. Scott, speaking on behalf of the Reformed Continuing Church in
Columbia, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly.

Rev. Andrew Allan, Hudson Taylor Ministries, was introduced to the Moderator and
invited to address the Assembly.

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates, and after
devotional exercises Rev. John W. Keddie led the General Assembly in prayer.

There was an Order of the Day at 9.15 o’clock for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Rev. Robin Tso — Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia
The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegate.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Thursday at 9
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 24" day of May 2018 years at 9 o’clock forenoon  Sess. 6.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.
The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Legal Advice &
Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive the Report of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee and thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for
their diligence;

2. The General Assembly approve the recommendation of the Committee to continue in
its efforts on behalf of the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court and direct the Committee to
ensure that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is adequately represented in all
legal matters by legal Agents competent to protect and pursue the legal interests of
the denomination;
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3. The General Assembly support the Committee in expressing gratitude to Mr Maurice
Grant for his role in pursuing Marriage Authorisation for the denomination;

4. The General Assembly approve the recommendations of the Committee to Deacons’
Courts & Finance Committees to take cognizance of all legal requirements
concerning their properties.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee (B) Nominations, which being printed and in the hands of
members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the
Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener;

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these
Committees in accordance with the printed lists with the following changes:

GRrRouP 1

Mr James I. Gracie, Convener, Finance & Sustentation Committee [1] in place of Mr
James Clark [4]

Mr Calum MacLeod, Vice-convener Legal Advice & Property Committee

GROUP 2

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [4] in place of Mr David Morrison [3].0
Mr Chris Reeder [2]
Mr Warren Gardner [4]

GRouP 3

Mr Alasdair MacLeod, Vice-convener, Welfare of Youth & Education
Mr James Wanliss [4]
Mr Jonathan Mattull [2]

Wherefore
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FINANCE & SUSTENTATION
LEGAL ADVICE &
PROPERTY

Ministers

Mr William B. Scott [4]

Mr Calum Smith, Vice-convener,
Finance & Sustentation Committee [4]
Mr lain Smith, Convener,

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3]
Mr James |. Gracie, Convener,

Finance & Sustentation Committee [1]

4. Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (B)
Nominations

Elders (Cont.)

Mr Calum Macleod, (Point),
Vice-convener, Legal Advice & Property
Committee [2]

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [2]

Mr John MacRae [1]

Dr James Millar [1]

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee
The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee
A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the
Finance & Sustentation Committee

GROUP 2

PuBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS
PUBLICATIONS
TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS

Ministers

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod [4]

Mr Warren E. Gardener [4]

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener, Public
Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [3]
Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,
Publications Committee [2]

Mr Andrew Allan, Convener, Training of
the Ministry & Admissions Committee [1]

Elders

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener,
Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee [4]

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [4]

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener,
Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee [3]

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener,
Publications Committee [2]

Mr Christopher P. Reeder [2]

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee
The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the
Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
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24™ MAY
Thursday

Forenoon

4. Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (B)
Nominations
(Cont.)

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

[2018

GROUP 3
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION
HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS
ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Ministers

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener, Home &
Foreign Missions Committee [4]

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Vice-Convener,
Ecumenical Relations Committee and Vice-
convener, Welfare of Youth & Education [2]
Mr Jonathan Mattull [2]

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener, Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee
and Convener, Home & Foreign Missions
Committee [1]

Mr Richard R. Ross, Convener, Welfare of
Youth & Education Committee [1]

Elders

Mr James Wanliss [4]

Mr Glenn Fraser, Vice-convener,
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations
Committee [3]

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin) [3]

Mr Peter Thurlow [2]

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener,
Ecumenical Relations Committee [2]

The Editor of the Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly
and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

Ministers

Mr John W. Keddie [3]

Mr James I. Gracie [3]

Mr John MacLeod, (Tarbat), Convener [2]

Elders

Mr Glenn Fraser [4]

Mr Calum Macleod, (Point),
Vice-convener [3]

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee

Rev. Raymond A. Kemp, Clerk, Publications Committee

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Mrs Isobel A. Macleod (Snizort), Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee

Rev. Andrew Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows
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PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS 24™ MAY
Thursday
Dr Murdoch Murchison Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)

Mr Allan Murray Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora)
Dr Andrew Naylor

Forenoon

4. Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (B)
Nominations

(Cont.)
GENERAL TRUSTEES

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery)

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery)

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery)

Mr Thomas Maclnnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbhytery)
Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Preshytery), Vice-chairman

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS.

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald Mr John MacKenzie, Convener
Mr John Smith Mr Sanders Fraser
Mr Norman Smith Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea)

Mr lain MacPherson

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of 5. Report of

Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: Committee anent
Visitation of
Records

1. The Committee had before it the Records from the following: the Mainland

Synod; the Western Synod; the Presbytery of Inverness, the Northern Presbytery,

the Southern Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides, the Presbytery of Report
Skye & Lochcarron, and the Presbytery of the United States of America; the

Finance & Sustentation Committee, the Legal