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T H E  P R I N C I PA L   

ACTS  

OF THE  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH  

OF SCOTLAND (Continuing) 

MAY MMXIX 

 

        

 

CLASS I  —  ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE  

BARRIER ACT 

 

None 

 

          

 

 

CLASS II  —  ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST  

TO THE CHURCH 

 

Act I  —  Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen 

(No 1 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General 

Assembly this 21st day of May 2019, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our 

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 
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We rejoice that God has favoured Your Majesty with the health and strength to reign for 

so long over this nation and Commonwealth and we thank him for the dedication and 

commitment he has enabled you to bring to the many duties which his providence has 

placed upon you.  We are conscious too of the support your Majesty has drawn, over your 

long reign, from members of Your immediate Family, and of the pleasure brought to 

Your Majesty by the younger members of the Royal Family and their children.  With 

Your Majesty we rejoice at the birth of a son to the Earl and Countess of Dumbarton and 

we wish him and his parents every blessing. 

The nation and Commonwealth have seen many changes since the start of your Majesty’s 

reign in 1952.  The British Empire of those early post-War days has given place to a 

Commonwealth of independent nations.   Here in the United Kingdom, parliamentary 

democracy has found expression in devolved administrations alongside the mother of 

Parliaments in Westminster.   The technological revolution has brought about major 

changes at all levels of our society.   But amidst it all has been the stability of the British 

constitution, with the Monarch at its centre.  Over the years the Monarchy has come to 

typify that stability, and in difficult and uncertain times it has stood as a bulwark against 

the forces which would have threatened the unity and cohesion of our land. 

For us in the Reformation tradition, it is important to recall the connection which has long 

existed between the Monarchy and the Christian religion. This connection was reflected 

in your Majesty's Coronation Oath to maintain to the utmost of Your power in the United 

Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law.  It also, we believe, found 

expression in your Majesty’s acknowledgement of your own personal accountability 

before God when You addressed the nation and Commonwealth at the end of the year 

2000.  With these  encouragements we look to your Majesty as a defender, under God,  of 

the civil and religious liberties we enjoy, and which in many cases were dearly bought.  

Your Majesty can be assured of our prayers as You seek to fulfil these commitments, with 

God’s help. 

One matter which has come to characterise our modern society is the emphasis placed on 

equality in all areas of our national life.  Assertion of this principle is seen by some as a 

basic human right to which all must subscribe.    Sadly however the exercise of such so-

called rights can, and does, bring them into collision with basic Christian values.   The 

results are all too plain to see; the young and other vulnerable members of society are 

encouraged to adopt lifestyles directly contrary to the Bible (the Scriptures of the Old and 

New Testaments) as the Word of God, and Christians pursuing their lawful business are 

forced to choose between loyalty to the Bible and obedience to the law.   Such things 

bring God’s judgment upon our land and we countenance them at our peril. 

We are also mindful at this time of the state of our land in face of the decisions requiring 

to be made on our future relationship with the European Union.  We pray that God will 

endow Your Majesty’s Government with the wisdom and courage necessary to deal with 

the matters before them in a manner honouring to Him and for the good of all our people. 
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May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 

     

Act II  —  Act anent Reaffirmation of Act I Class I 1952 

(No 2 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly, noting the finding of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of 

Eastern Australia in May 2019 anent mutual eligibility with the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and further taking cognisance of the requirement of the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia that under the mutual eligibility legislation of the Presbyterian 

Church of Eastern Australia all ministers are required to comply fully with the purity of 

worship requirements of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, reaffirm Act 1, 

Class 1, 1952 to the effect and extent that 

(a) This Church shall henceforth recognise the status of the office-bearers and members of 

the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia as if they were its own, and the Ministers 

and Probationers of that Church shall be eligible for Calls by any Congregation of this 

Church as if they were Ministers and Probationers of this Church. 

(b) This Church shall conduct its own missionary operations as heretofore, but shall 

recognise, in any of its Mission Fields, Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of 

Eastern Australia as if they were its own. 

(c)  A corresponding member appointed by the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia shall be admitted to the General Assembly of this Church to attend its 

meetings with right to deliberate, but not to vote; and the General Assembly shall appoint 

a corresponding member to the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia on the same terms, but any failure in the appointment or attendance of these 

commissioners shall not invalidate the proceedings of these Courts. 

(d)  This Act shall be operative contingent on similar legislation being maintained in force 

under the legislation of the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia. 

(e) References to Act I, Class 1, 1952, shall henceforth, in relation to matters arising 

hereafter, be deemed to refer to this Act of Reaffirmation in 2019. 
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Act III  —  Act anent Equal Dividend 

(No 3 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2019. 

     

Act IV  —  Act anent Death-In-Service Scheme 

(No 4 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly approve the revised Death-in-Service Scheme and direct that it be 

operated in the following terms: 

1. The creation of a ring-fenced Death-in-Service account with funds not less than the 

Equal Dividend in any year; this fund to be built up over three years. 

2. Upon the death of a minister in service, and upon notification being received by the 

General Treasurer from the relevant Presbytery Clerk, a sum equivalent in total to the 

Equal Dividend at the time of death shall be paid in twelve monthly instalments over 

the following year into the account of (a) a nominated beneficiary, or (b) the widow 

of the deceased minister, or (c) the Estate of the deceased minister. 

3. Each minister in service shall be encouraged to inform the General Treasurer of his 

nominated beneficiary.  The General Treasurer will keep this information in the 

strictest confidence. 

4. In exceptional circumstances, and upon application being made by the Executor of 

the Will, consideration shall be given to paying the full balance of the moneys into 

the Estate of the deceased person as a lump sum. 

5. The Death-in-Service account shall be used to fund the Scheme as necessary.  If the 

Death-in-Service account be depleted by the payment of Death-in-Service benefit(s) 

under the Scheme, payments to the Death-in-Service account shall recommence until 

such time as a sum equivalent to at least the Equal Dividend has been restored. 

6. In the event of retirement from the ministry due to terminal illness, payments of the 

benefit shall commence (effective from the date of retirement) upon a report being 

received from the Church’s Chief Medical Officer. 

7. Death-in-Service Benefit of an amount equal to one times salary shall similarly be 

paid to each of the employees of the Church at the time of his/her death, and upon the 

equivalent terms as above. 
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8. The new Death-in-Service arrangements shall take immediate effect upon the Policy 

currently held with Lutine Assurance Services Limited expiring.  

The General Assembly repeal Act V. (Class II) 2018, Act anent Death-in-Service 

Scheme; 

     

Act V  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of 

Ballyclare & Doagh 

(No 5 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act VIII 

2018 and Act XVIII 1998 for a period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, 

subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend. 

     

Act VI  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Brora 

(No 6 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Brora be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a 

further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation 

promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend. 

     

Act VII  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Ayr  

(No 7 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ayr be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a 

period of five years upon condition that: a) they remit 44% of Equal Dividend (currently 

£9,000) to Central Funds; b) a progress report on the Congregation’s finances and 

statistics be forwarded to the Committee by the Southern Presbytery in sufficient time for 

3rd March 2020; c) a suitable ‘manse’ property is available before Presbytery moderates 

in a call. 
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Act VIII  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of  

Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

(No 8 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl be placed on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 

1998 for a period of five years from the rising of the General Assembly, subject to the 

Congregation promising to remit a minimum of 77% of Equal Dividend to Central Funds 

in a settlement. 

     

Act IX  —  Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery 

(No 9 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and 

Rev. John Morrison General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 

     

Act X  —  Act anent appointment of Lecturer in Church History &  

Church Principles 

(No 10 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly appoint Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland Lecturer in Church History & 

Church Principles. 

     

Act XI  —  Act anent appointment of Principal of Seminary 

(No 11 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Graeme Craig Principal of the Free Church 

Seminary. 

     

Act XII  —  Act anent amendment of Act XVIII 2017 

(No 12 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 21st May 2019 

The General Assembly amend Act XVIII (Class II) 2017, Act anent Revised Policy for 
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Denominational magazine, paragraph 2.3 to read: 

The Proof-Readers of the magazine and its supplement shall be at least three in number 

and shall be appointed by the Publications Committee as required. 

     

Act XIII  —  Act appointing Commission of Assembly. 

(No 13 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2019 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison  named 

by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall 

be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 

contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 

determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 

disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 
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and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 

they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 

     

Act  XIV  —  Act appointing next General Assembly 

(No 14 Class II) 

Edinburgh, 22nd May 2019 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 18th May 2020 years at 6 o’clock 

in the evening. 

     

 

 

Acts of the Commission of Assembly 

None 
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Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet 

this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. David M. Blunt, Retiring 

Moderator, who preached from Isaiah 43:1-2 

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, 

O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou 

art mine.  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou 

shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

 

the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having 

been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as 

follows: 

 

MAINLAND SYNOD 

Inverness Presbytery 

 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING), 

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 20TH MAY MMXIX 

 

 
 

 

 

1. Assembly 

Constituted 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
2. Roll of Assembly 

 

20TH  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

                  the 20th day of May 2019 years at 6 o’clock evening       Sess. 1. 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free 

Greyfriars (Rtd) 

Mr Daniel MacKinnon, Kilmorack & 

Strathglass (Rtd) 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Kilmorack & 

Strathglass 

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd) 

Mr James Clark, Inverness Free Greyfriars 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen 

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Poolewe & Aultbea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages, 

Ardersier, Inverness-shire, IV2 7QS 

Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive, 

Inverness, IV2 4ND 

Mr Alex Watt, 10 Bayview Road, 

Gardenstown, Banff, AB45 3YF 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig, 

Aultbea, IV22 2JJ 
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2. Roll of 

Assembly (Cont.) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

20TH  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

Northern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Robert W. Josey, Resolis (Rtd) 

Mr John MacLeod, Tarbat 

Mr Allan Murray, Brora (Rtd) 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen 

Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, IV17 0UJ 

Mr John MacKenzie, 307 Culkein, 

Drumbeg, Assynt, Sutherland, IV27 4NL  

Mr William Murray, Lonemore, 

Dornoch, IV25 3RW 

Mr W. John Urquhart, 3 Firthview 

Avenue, Inverness, IV3 8NT 

Southern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland (Rtd) 

Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd) 

Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd) 

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd) 

Mr William Macleod, Knightswood 

Mr John J. Murray, Edinburgh, Free St 

Columba’s (Rtd) 

Mr James I. Gracie, Edinburgh, Free St 

Columba’s 

Mr E. Trevor Kirkland, Ballyclare & Doagh 

Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick 

Mr James Haram, Shettleston 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr John N. Gillies, 19 Falkland St,  

Glasgow, G12 9PY 

Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,  

Edinburgh, EH7 6QS 

Mr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way,  

Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD 

Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin St., 

Sandyhills, Glasgow, G32 9BB  

Mr Peter Thurlow, 98 Montgomery Street, 

Edinburgh, EH7 5HE 

Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,  

Glasgow, G12 0DU 

Mr Gordon Furzer, Hazelbank, Pirnmill, 

Isle of Arran, KA27 8HP  

WESTERN SYNOD 

Outer Hebrides Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Malcolm M. MacLean, North Tolsta (Rtd) 

Mr Graeme Craig, Stornoway 

Mr Iain Smith, Harris 

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd) 

Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Knock & Point 

Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Scalpay 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Donald Buchanan, 27 Upper Bayble, 

Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0QH  

Mr Colin Crichton, 11 Swordale, Point, 

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP  

Mr William Macleod, 28 Aignish, Point,  

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0PB  

Dr Andrew Naylor, 18 Ferry Road, 

Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA 
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2. Roll of 

Assembly (Cont.) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

20TH  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd) 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort 

Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Lochalsh & 

Strath 

Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Iain MacPherson, 10 Storr Road, Portree, 

Isle of Skye, IV51 9LR  

Mr Donald Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’, 

Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, IV41 8PL 

Mr Angus Ross, ‘Sunnybrae’, Garafad, Portree, 

Isle of Skye, IV51 9JX  

  

 

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA 

 

Presbytery of the United States of America 

 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) 

Mr Robert McCurley, Greenville 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Christopher P. Reeder, 413 Stockton Road, 

Fountain Inn, South Carolina 29664,  

Dr James Wanliss, 5 Wood Leaf Trail, 

Travelers Rest, South Carolina 29690, USA 

 

BY CERTIFICATE FROM  

THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

MINISTERS 

 

 

 

ELDERS 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and 

his services in the Chair. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved, 

seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. William Macleod Minister at 

Knightswood, Glasgow, to be their Moderator.  Intimation of his appointment was then 

made to Mr Macleod, who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and 

thanked the Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of 

the House. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions & 

Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of: 

Messrs: Henry J.T. Woods, E. Trevor Kirkland, James I. Gracie, Graeme Craig, Raymond 

A. Kemp, Murdo A.N. Macleod, and John MacLeod (Tarbat), Ministers; with Messrs 

Maurice Grant, John Mackenzie, and Lindsay MacCallum, Elders.  Rev. Henry J.T. 

Woods, Convener of Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. E. Trevor. Kirkland, 

Convener of Business Committee.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal and Dutiful Address to 

Her Majesty The Queen consisting of: 

Messrs: William Macleod, David M. Blunt, Timothy J. McGlynn, James I. Gracie, David 

S. Fraser, Kenneth M. Macdonald, Allan Murray, Maurice J. Roberts, William B. Scott, 

and John W. Keddie, Ministers; with Messrs W. John Urquhart, Maurice Grant, James 

Millar, Peter Thurlow, and Colin MacDonald, Elders. Rev. William Macleod, Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod, Presbytery & Committee 

Records consisting of: 

Messrs: James Clark, Iain Smith, Alasdair J. Macleod, Henry J.T. Woods, Davide Ratti, 

Murdo A.N. Macleod, Greg MacDonald, Calum Smith, John W. Keddie, A. James 

MacInnes, and E. Trevor Kirkland, Ministers; with Messrs Donald Robertson, Ewan 

Wilson, Andrew I. Naylor, Iain A.C. Macpherson, Alex Watt, John N. Gillies, Colin 

Crichton, and James Wanliss, Elders.  Rev. Iain Smith, Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers 

& Elders consisting of: 

3.  Thanks 
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Messrs: Andrew R. Allan, Allan Murray, James Haram, and Murdo MacIver, Ministers; 

with Messrs William Murray, Donald Robertson, William MacLeod, Donald Buchanan, 

Murdo MacDonald, Norman Smith, Elders.  Mr. Donald Robertson, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of 

Messrs: David M. Blunt, Greg MacDonald, James I. Gracie, and Andrew R. Allan, 

Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay MacCallum, Glenn Fraser, Maurice Grant and Gordon 

Furzer, Elders.  Rev. Greg MacDonald, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Mr Bill McQueer as Assembly Officer. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in 

the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly 

thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of 

the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the 

Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, 

Edinburgh, for the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, 

for making their services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General 

Assembly to finish by around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly note that a commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the 

Synod of Dort has been arranged for the third Sederunt; 

7. The General Assembly thank Rev. John J. Harding for his labours over at least the 

last thirty years in scripting the Loyal & Dutiful Address; they pray that as he now 

relinquishes this duty, he may continue to know the Lord’s blessing in his own soul 

and that he would be used by the Lord to testify to the Gospel before kings and men; 

8. The General Assembly record with sadness the passing of Mrs Janet MacKenzie, 

Glasgow, who for eighteen years served the Church so efficiently and discreetly in 

the preparation and printing of documents for Committees and the Assembly, as well 

as being Assembly Office Manager; they thank God for the gifts given to her and 

commend her husband, Ewan, to the care and keeping of the Lord; 
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9. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to 

assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the 

General Assembly; 

10. The General Assembly note that the change in Standing Orders to permit the 

participation of Committee personnel from the Free Presbytery of the United States 

of America on Group 2 and Group 3 Committees has proved beneficial to both the 

Committees and the Presbytery themselves; they direct the Committee to continue to 

monitor the technology which makes such participation practicable;  

11. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-

conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on 

Church-related business, and commend its use when appropriate;   

12. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of 

the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee 

Conveners and Clerks;  

13. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Clerk of the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, and Rev. Raymond Kemp for his 

work as Clerk to the Publications Committee;  

14. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars for the 

use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of Assembly 

and the Commission of Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the provision 

of hospitality. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Messrs Colin Crichton and Alexander Watt as Precentors. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9.30 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 21st day of May 2019 years at 9.30 o’clock forenoon     Sess. 2. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject  

The Past Twenty Years: Looking Back and Looking Ahead.  

The Moderator was thanked for his address. 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures, 

Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Acting-Convener in the following 

terms: 
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on 

Tuesday 21st May 2019 years, the Committee on 

Bills, Overtures, Petitions and Commissions 

appointed by the General Assembly met and was 

constituted. 

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been 

received and were in order and that all certificates were to hand; 

2. The Committee had before them 4 Letters, 1 Petition, and 4 Supplementary 

Reports.  The Committee agreed to recommend that all the papers be passed 

into the Assembly; 

3. The Committee noted that the Supplementary Report (C) of the Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee should, as a matter of principle, be 

treated as a Private Paper but that there was no need for the business 

thereanent to be taken in Private; 

4. The meeting was closed with prayer. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures etc. 

Committee. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was 

given in by the Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the 

Moderator.  The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as 

underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter 

from the Clerk. 

Edinburgh 21st May 2019 

  

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General 

Assembly this 21st day of May 2019, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our 

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 

We rejoice that God has favoured Your Majesty with the health and strength to reign for 

so long over this nation and Commonwealth and we thank him for the dedication and 

commitment he has enabled you to bring to the many duties which his providence has 
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placed upon you.  We are conscious too of the support your Majesty has drawn, over your 

long reign, from members of Your immediate Family, and of the pleasure brought to Your 

Majesty by the younger members of the Royal Family and their children.  With Your 

Majesty we rejoice at the birth of a son to the Earl and Countess of Dumbarton and we 

wish him and his parents every blessing. 

The nation and Commonwealth have seen many changes since the start of your Majesty’s 

reign in 1952.  The British Empire of those early post-War days has given place to a 

Commonwealth of independent nations.  Here in the United Kingdom, parliamentary 

democracy has found expression in devolved administrations alongside the mother of 

Parliaments in Westminster.  The technological revolution has brought about major 

changes at all levels of our society.  But amidst it all has been the stability of the British 

constitution, with the Monarch at its centre.  Over the years the Monarchy has come to 

typify that stability, and in difficult and uncertain times it has stood as a bulwark against 

the forces which would have threatened the unity and cohesion of our land. 

For us in the Reformation tradition, it is important to recall the connection which has long 

existed between the Monarchy and the Christian religion.  This connection was reflected 

in your Majesty’s Coronation Oath to maintain to the utmost of Your power in the United 

Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law.  It also, we believe, found 

expression in your Majesty’s acknowledgement of your own personal accountability 

before God when You addressed the nation and Commonwealth at the end of the year 

2000.  With these encouragements we look to your Majesty as a defender, under God, of 

the civil and religious liberties we enjoy, and which in many cases were dearly bought.  

Your Majesty can be assured of our prayers as You seek to fulfil these commitments, with 

God’s help. 

One matter which has come to characterise our modern society is the emphasis placed on 

equality in all areas of our national life.  Assertion of this principle is seen by some as a 

basic human right to which all must subscribe.  Sadly however the exercise of such so-

called rights can, and does, bring them into collision with basic Christian values.  The 

results are all too plain to see; the young and other vulnerable members of society are 

encouraged to adopt lifestyles directly contrary to the Bible (the Scriptures of the Old and 

New Testaments) as the Word of God, and Christians pursuing their lawful business are 

forced to choose between loyalty to the Bible and obedience to the law.  Such things bring 

God’s judgment upon our land and we countenance them at our peril. 

We are also mindful at this time of the state of our land in face of the decisions requiring 

to be made on our future relationship with the European Union.  We pray that God will 

endow Your Majesty’s Government with the wisdom and courage necessary to deal with 

the matters before them in a manner honouring to Him and for the good of all our people. 

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical 

Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-

convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

has a duty to recognise other true churches worldwide and foster appropriate 

relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in the International Conference of Reformed Churches and the 

European Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this 

organisation; the Assembly also thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as 

our Church’s representative on the Affinity council; 

5. The General Assembly note the discussions between our United States Presbytery 

and the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America, now including 

correspondence with the Committee, and pray that these contacts will develop toward 

closer ecumenical relations; 

6. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Presbyterian Church of 

Eastern Australia anent Mutual Eligibility together with an extract Minute thereanent in 

the following terms:  

At Taree and within Manning Church there on 8th of May 2019, which the Synod 

of Eastern Australia being met and constituted, Synod took up consideration of the 

report of the Committee on Interchurch Relations. 

Inter alia 

It was resolved that, “Synod, without being drawn into the debate over the merit or 

otherwise of the division of the Free Church of Scotland in 2000, approve mutual 

eligibility with the Free Church (Continuing) subject to confirmation by their 

General Assembly.” 

Extracted from the minutes of the Synod of Eastern Australia by 

Robin Tso 

Moderator of Synod. 

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 
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Finding 

Rev. Falko Drijfhout  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church of England & Wales 

Rev. John Nelson  — Australian Free Church 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly resumed consideration of the letter from the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia anent Mutual Eligibility. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly, noting the finding of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of 

Eastern Australia in May 2019 anent mutual eligibility with the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and further taking cognisance of the requirement of the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia that under the mutual eligibility legislation of the Presbyterian 

Church of Eastern Australia all ministers are required to comply fully with the purity of 

worship requirements of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, reaffirm Act 1, 

Class 1, 1952 to the effect and extent that 

(a) This Church shall henceforth recognise the status of the office-bearers and members of 

the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia as if they were its own, and the Ministers 

and Probationers of that Church shall be eligible for Calls by any Congregation of this 

Church as if they were Ministers and Probationers of this Church. 

(b) This Church shall conduct its own missionary operations as heretofore, but shall 

recognise, in any of its Mission Fields, Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia as if they were its own. 

(c)  A corresponding member appointed by the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia shall be admitted to the General Assembly of this Church to attend its 

meetings with right to deliberate, but not to vote; and the General Assembly shall appoint 

a corresponding member to the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia on the same terms, but any failure in the appointment or attendance of these 

commissioners shall not invalidate the proceedings of these Courts. 

(d)  This Act shall be operative contingent on similar legislation being maintained in force 

under the legislation of the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia. 

(e) References to Act I, Class 1, 1952, shall henceforth, in relation to matters arising 

hereafter, be deemed to refer to this Act of Reaffirmation in 2019. 

The General Assembly, having reaffirmed their legislation anent Mutual Eligibility with 

the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, and on hearing of an increased desire 

towards co-operation and reconciliation between various reformed Presbyterian bodies in 

Australia, the Moderator called upon Rev. David S. Fraser to engage in prayer for God’s 

blessing on the Church of God in Australia. 

 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from Sovereign Hope Bible 

Presbyterian Church, Singapore. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

 

The General Assembly thank the Sovereign Hope Bible Presbyterian Church, Singapore, 
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for their letter, assure them of the Assembly’s prayerful good wishes and reciprocate 

Christian greetings. 

 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Canadian Reformed 

Churches. 

 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

 

The General Assembly thank the Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter, look 

forward to a future visit from representatives of the Canadian Reformed Churches and 

reciprocate Christian greetings. 

 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of North America. 

 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

 

The General Assembly thank the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America for 

their letter, rejoice in a shared wholehearted commitment to Biblical Doctrine and to the 

exclusive use of the God-given Psalms in worship and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their 

stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty 

God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every congregation for their 

sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of 

the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the 

Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using 

the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee that the Draft Budget for 2020 be approved and note that there is a 

projected deficit of £106,330; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund 

and encourage each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship 

and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past 

year; 
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8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property 

funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application 

process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt 

submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 

managing financial affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all 

Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the 

accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial 

Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December 

figures; 

11. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2019; 

12. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st 

July 2019 for each minister is £24,598; 

13. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each 

month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, 

in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry; 

14. The General Assembly approve of the action taken by the Committee whereby 

student loans owed to the denomination are, in effect, no longer repayable; 

15. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue in its investigation of how 

best to write off denominational property loans; 

16. The General Assembly are pleased to note that the Shettleston Congregation has 

gained titles to their Church building and Manse; 

17. The General Assembly are pleased to note the purchase of the Bethel Mission Hall, 7 

Lindsay Street, Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly instruct the General Trustees to begin the process of having 

title of the property at 49 Caiyside, Edinburgh, transferred to Local Trustees of the 

Edinburgh Congregation upon final receipt of the outstanding Church loan being 

received by the General Treasurer; 

19. The General Assembly note that the Tain property is now in a habitable state and is 

being profitably used by the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly thank Mr 

& Mrs Urquhart for all their work in this regard; 

20. The General Assembly note that there is now a financial package in place which will 

allow the Brora Congregation to move forward with their plans; 

21. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to 

those congregations who are servicing mortgage loans; 

22. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial support given 

towards the new place of worship in Vavuniya, Sri Lanka; 
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23. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church 

when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in 

your Will to the attention of our congregations;  

24. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the 

continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his 

duties in the past year; 

25. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her 

diligence and efficiency over another year; 

26. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of 

the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;  

27. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations 

and the particular challenges faced at local level; 

28. The General Assembly approve the revised Death-in-Service Scheme and direct that 

it be operated in the following terms: 

1. The creation of a ring-fenced Death-in-Service account with funds not less 

than the Equal Dividend in any year; this fund to be built up over three 

years. 

2. Upon the death of a minister in service, and upon notification being 

received by the General Treasurer from the relevant Presbytery Clerk, a sum 

equivalent in total to the Equal Dividend at the time of death shall be paid in 

twelve monthly instalments over the following year into the account of (a) a 

nominated beneficiary, or (b) the widow of the deceased minister, or (c) the 

Estate of the deceased minister. 

3. Each minister in service shall be encouraged to inform the General 

Treasurer of his nominated beneficiary.  The General Treasurer will keep 

this information in the strictest confidence. 

4. In exceptional circumstances, and upon application being made by the 

Executor of the Will, consideration shall be given to paying the full balance 

of the moneys into the Estate of the deceased person as a lump sum. 

5. The Death-in-Service account shall be used to fund the Scheme as 

necessary.  If the Death-in-Service account be depleted by the payment of 

Death-in-Service benefit(s) under the Scheme, payments to the Death-in-

Service account shall recommence until such time as a sum equivalent to at 

least the Equal Dividend has been restored. 

6. In the event of retirement from the ministry due to terminal illness, 

payments of the benefit shall commence (effective from the date of 

retirement) upon a report being received from the Church’s Chief Medical 

Officer. 

7. Death-in-Service Benefit of an amount equal to one times salary shall 

similarly be paid to each of the employees of the Church at the time of his/

her death, and upon the equivalent terms as above. 
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8. The new Death-in-Service arrangements shall take immediate effect upon 

the Policy currently held with Lutine Assurance Services Limited expiring.  

The General Assembly repeal Act V. (Class II) 2018, Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme; 

29. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed 

on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act 

VIII 2018 and Act XVIII 1998 for a period of five years from the rising of this 

Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of 

Equal Dividend; 

30. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Brora be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the 

Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend; 

31. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ayr be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

for a further period of two years upon condition that: a) they remit 44% of Equal 

Dividend (currently £9,000) to Central Funds; b) a progress report on the 

Congregation’s finances and statistics be forwarded to the Committee by the 

Southern Presbytery in sufficient time for 3rd March 2020; c) a suitable ‘manse’ 

property is available before Presbytery moderates in a call; 

32. The General Assembly instruct the Finance & Sustentation Committee to continue its 

remit to review all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund matters; 

33. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels 

including the mileage rate of 32p per mile; 

34. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit 

supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

35. The General Assembly note and approve of the action taken by the Committee in 

reviewing the rôle of the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly note that 

the Resident Lay Agent is being made available to the wider denomination, and 

encourage all Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries to make use of him in providing 

pulpit supply and visitation and to provide a list of hospitals and Care Homes 

within their bounds for him to visit; 

36. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr 

Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year. 

It was moved seconded and agreed that 

 

Standing Orders be suspended to allow an amendment to the proposed Deliverance to the 

Report of the Finance & Sustentation Committee.  

 

It was also moved and seconded that  

 

Paragraph 31 be amended by the deletion of “two years” and its replacement with “five 

years”. 
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With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted 

the Amendment. 

Wherefore 

 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their 

stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;  

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty 

God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every congregation for their 

sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of 

the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the 

Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using 

the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee that the Draft Budget for 2020 be approved and note that there is a 

projected deficit of £106,330; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund 

and encourage each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship 

and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past 

year; 

8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property 

funding from the Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application 

process, details of which can be obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt 

submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 

managing financial affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all 

Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the 

accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial 

Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December 

figures; 

11. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2019; 

12. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st 

July 2019 for each minister is £24,598; 

13. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each 

month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, 

in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry; 
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14. The General Assembly approve of the action taken by the Committee whereby 

student loans owed to the denomination are, in effect, no longer repayable; 

15. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue in its investigation of how 

best to write off denominational property loans; 

16. The General Assembly are pleased to note that the Shettleston Congregation has 

gained titles to their Church building and Manse; 

17. The General Assembly are pleased to note the purchase of the Bethel Mission Hall, 7 

Lindsay Street, Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly instruct the General Trustees to begin the process of having 

title of the property at 49 Caiyside, Edinburgh, transferred to Local Trustees of the 

Edinburgh Congregation upon final receipt of the outstanding Church loan being 

received by the General Treasurer; 

19. The General Assembly note that the Tain property is now in a habitable state and is 

being profitably used by the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly thank Mr 

& Mrs Urquhart for all their work in this regard; 

20. The General Assembly note that there is now a financial package in place which will 

allow the Brora Congregation to move forward with their plans; 

21. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to 

those congregations who are servicing mortgage loans; 

22. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial support given 

towards the new place of worship in Vavuniya, Sri Lanka; 

23. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church 

when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in 

your Will to the attention of our congregations;  

24. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the 

continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his 

duties in the past year; 

25. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her 

diligence and efficiency over another year; 

26. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of 

the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;  

27. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations 

and the particular challenges faced at local level; 

28. The General Assembly approve the revised Death-in-Service Scheme and direct that 

it be operated in the following terms: 

1. The creation of a ring-fenced Death-in-Service account with funds not less 

than the Equal Dividend in any year; this fund to be built up over three 

years. 
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2. Upon the death of a minister in service, and upon notification being 

received by the General Treasurer from the relevant Presbytery Clerk, a 

sum equivalent in total to the Equal Dividend at the time of death shall be 

paid in twelve monthly instalments over the following year into the 

account of (a) a nominated beneficiary, or (b) the widow of the deceased 

minister, or (c) the Estate of the deceased minister. 

3. Each minister in service shall be encouraged to inform the General 

Treasurer of his nominated beneficiary.  The General Treasurer will keep 

this information in the strictest confidence. 

4. In exceptional circumstances, and upon application being made by the 

Executor of the Will, consideration shall be given to paying the full 

balance of the moneys into the Estate of the deceased person as a lump 

sum. 

5. The Death-in-Service account shall be used to fund the Scheme as 

necessary.  If the Death-in-Service account be depleted by the payment of 

Death-in-Service benefit(s) under the Scheme, payments to the Death-in-

Service account shall recommence until such time as a sum equivalent to 

at least the Equal Dividend has been restored. 

6. In the event of retirement from the ministry due to terminal illness, 

payments of the benefit shall commence (effective from the date of 

retirement) upon a report being received from the Church’s Chief Medical 

Officer. 

7. Death-in-Service Benefit of an amount equal to one times salary shall 

similarly be paid to each of the employees of the Church at the time of his/

her death, and upon the equivalent terms as above. 

8. The new Death-in-Service arrangements shall take immediate effect upon 

the Policy currently held with Lutine Assurance Services Limited expiring.  

The General Assembly repeal Act V. (Class II) 2018, Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme; 

29. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed 

on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act 

VIII 2018 and Act XVIII 1998 for a period of five years from the rising of this 

Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of 

Equal Dividend; 

30. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Brora be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

for a further period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the 

Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend; 

31. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ayr be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

for a period of five years upon condition that: a) they remit 44% of Equal Dividend 

(currently £9,000) to Central Funds; b) a progress report on the Congregation’s 

finances and statistics be forwarded to the Committee by the Southern Presbytery in 

sufficient time for 3rd March 2020; c) a suitable ‘manse’ property is available before 

Presbytery moderates in a call; 
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32. The General Assembly instruct the Finance & Sustentation Committee to continue its 

remit to review all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund matters; 

33. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels 

including the mileage rate of 32p per mile; 

34. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit 

supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

35. The General Assembly note and approve of the action taken by the Committee in 

reviewing the rôle of the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly note that 

the Resident Lay Agent is being made available to the wider denomination, and 

encourage all Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries to make use of him in providing 

pulpit supply and visitation and to provide a list of hospitals and Care Homes 

within their bounds for him to visit; 

36. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr 

Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year. 

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

The Committee were notified in advance that the Free Presbytery of Skye & 

Lochcarron would be forwarding a Sustentation Fund Schedule in respect of the 

Kilmuir & Stenscholl Congregation in early May of this year.  As the Schedule 

could not be dealt with in sufficient time for it to be incorporated into the main 

body of the Committee’s Report, the Committee agreed that in order to expedite 

the matter and avoid undue delay that a Supplementary Report be submitted to the 

General Assembly thereanent. 

The Committee are recommending that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

be placed on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in 

accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a period of five years from the rising of the 

General Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit a minimum of 

77% of Equal Dividend to Central Funds in a settlement.  

JAMES I. GRACIE,  Convener 

CALUM SMITH,  Vice-convener 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee and thank the Committee; 

2. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl be 

placed on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance 

with Act XVIII 1998 for a period of five years from the rising of the General 

Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit a minimum of 77% of 

Equal Dividend to Central Funds in a settlement. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the General Trustees which being 

printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Chairman of the Trustees who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees 

for their continuing work on behalf of the Church; 

2. The General Assembly note the rôle of the General Trustees in the purchase of  

buildings by the denomination for the use of congregations.  They express their 

thanks to Mr Alasdair Buchanan of Drummond Miller LLP for his .assistance and 

advice, given with characteristic courtesy, on the legal issues arising from these 

transactions;  

3. The General Assembly note the steps taken by the General Trustees to implement the 

proposal approved by last General Assembly to enable Deacons’ Courts to opt for 

registration for charitable status on a congregational basis.  They note in particular 

the documentation made available to Deacons’ Courts to guide them in providing 

information on constitutional matters and generally in formulating applications.  

They thank the Partick Deacons’ Court for their assistance in this regard; 

4. The General Assembly note that the dwelling house at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, has 

now been withdrawn from the market and placed at the disposal of the Resident Lay 

Agent.  They further note that an application has been made to Registers of Scotland 

for the title of the property to be conveyed to the General Trustees; 

5. The General Assembly note that the Advisory Panel on Building Projects has 

assumed responsibility for the oversight and maintenance of non-congregational 

property vested in the General Trustees; 

6. The General Assembly note that the Roll of the Board of Trustees is now as follows: 

Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn; 

Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris (Vice-chairman); Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree; 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees 

and for his continued diligence throughout the year.  They are also grateful to Mr 

Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his professional assistance and advice.  

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report (A) of the Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee which was given in by the Convener in the 

following terms: 

It was brought to the attention of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee that Rev. John W. Keddie, Lecturer in Church History & Church 

Principles at the Free Church Continuing Seminary in Inverness, had intimated his 

intention to retire at the end of the current academic year.  The Clerk, in terms of 

Act VI of Class II 1979, gave intimation of the vacancy to all Presbytery Clerks 

inviting all Presbyteries to submit to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee one or more nominations for the post; such nominations to be in the 

hands of the Clerk of the Committee by the 5th March 2019.  Presbyteries were 

also asked to prepare a note of the qualifications, academic and otherwise, of all 

nominees proposed. 

The list of returns from each Presbytery is as follows: 
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Church History & Church Principles 

Presbytery of Inverness Rev. T.J. McGlynn 

Northern Presbytery Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 

Outer Hebrides Presbytery Rev. T.J. McGlynn, Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron Rev. T.J. McGlynn  

Southern Presbytery Rev. T.J. McGlynn, Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 

Presbytery of USA Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 

Qualifications 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn Faith Mission Bible  Diploma 1987 

Ordained 1997 College   

 Free Church College Diploma 1995 

 University of Wales M.Phil. (Church History) 2003 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod University  of Glasgow M.A. (Hons 1.1) 2008 

Ordained 2015 University  of Glasgow M.Litt. (History) 2009 

 Free Church Seminary Diploma 2012 

 University  of Edinburgh Ph.D John Kennedy of Dingwall  

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod Paisley University  B.A. (inc Politics &Economics) 1990 

Ordained 1995 Free Church College Diploma 1995 

Summary 

Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn 4 Presbyteries 

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 3 Presbyteries 

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 1 Presbytery  

While thanking the Court which had nominated him Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod asked that 

his name be withdrawn. 

ANDREW R. ALLAN,  Convener 

DONALD A. ROBERTSON,  Vice-convener 

 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive the Supplementary Report (A) of the Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee; 

2. The General Assembly thank Rev. John W. Keddie for his valuable contribution to the work 

of the Seminary during his time as Lecturer; 

3. In view of the resignation of Rev. John W. Keddie, Lecturer in Church History & Church 

Principles, the General Assembly proceed to nominate a replacement Lecturer in Church 

History & Church Principles; the appointment to take effect at the end of the current 

academic year. 
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On the basis of the foregoing resolution, the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a 

replacement Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles. 

It was moved and seconded that  

The General Assembly appoint Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland Lecturer in Church History & 

Church Principles. 

It was also moved and seconded that  

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, Lecturer in Church History & 

Church Principles. 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

The General Assembly appoint Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland Lecturer in Church History & 

Church Principles. 

It was agreed to make the appointment unanimous. 

Mr Kirkland being present in the building, signified his acceptance of appointment as 

Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles. 

On the call of the Moderator, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods led the General Assembly in prayer 

seeking the Lord’s blessing on Mr Kirkland in his new responsibilities. 

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report (B) of the Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee which was given in by the Convener in the 

following terms: 

It was brought to the attention of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee that Rev. John W. Keddie, Principal at the Free Church Continuing 

Seminary in Inverness, had intimated his intention to retire at the end of the current 

academic year.  The Clerk, in terms of Act VI of Class II 1979, gave intimation of 

the vacancy to all Presbytery Clerks inviting all Presbyteries to submit to the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee one or more nominations for the 

post; such nominations to be in the hands of the Clerk of the Committee by the 5th 

March 2019.  Presbyteries were also asked to prepare a note of the qualifications, 

academic and otherwise, of all nominees proposed. 

The list of returns from each Presbytery is as follows:  

Seminary Principal 

Presbytery of Inverness Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 

Northern Presbytery No nomination 

Outer Hebrides Presbytery Rev. Henry J.T. Woods 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron Rev. Henry J.T. Woods, Rev. James I. Gracie 

Southern Presbytery Rev. Henry J.T. Woods 

Presbytery of USA Rev. Henry J.T. Woods, Rev. William Macleod 
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Qualifications 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. James I. Gracie Glasgow University  HND Agriculture Allan  

Ordained 1994 College  Carruth “Distinction of Merit  

   in Animal Nutrition” 

   (GlaxoSmithKlyne) 

 Free Church College Diploma 1994 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods* University  of Edinburgh B.A. (Moral Philosophy, 

Ordained 1982   Biblical Studies, Geography) 

   1976-79 

   M.Litt. (History) 

 Free Church College Diploma in Theology 1982 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod Paisley University  B.A. (inc Politics &Economics) 

Ordained 1995   1990  

 Free Church College Diploma 1995 

Name University Degree/Subjects 

Rev. William. Macleod Aberdeen University  BSc in Chemistry, Maths, 

Ordained 1976   Geography, Physics 

 Free Church College Diploma in Theology 1975 

 Westminster  

 Theological Seminary M.Th. Thesis Hermeneutical 

   Studies and the Role of Women  

   In the Church 

   Systematic Theology 1976 

Summary 

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods 4 Presbyteries 

Rev. James I. Gracie 1 Presbytery 

Rev. William Macleod 1 Presbytery 

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 1 Presbytery  

*1.  2007 - Appointed Lecturer in Apologetics & Practical Theology in Free Church Seminary. 

Prepared new and complete courses for three years of Seminary Curriculum: Hermeneutics and 

Homiletics (Year 1); Apologetics (Year 2); Pastoral Theology (Year 3/4). 

2.  2012 - Prepared course of study for Covenant College, Zambia, on ‘How to interpret the 

Bible’. 

While thanking the Courts which had nominated them, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods, Rev. William 

Macleod and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod asked that their names be withdrawn. 

ANDREW R. ALLAN,  Convener 

DONALD A. ROBERTSON,  Vice-convener 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive the Supplementary Report (B) of the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee; 

2. The General Assembly thank Rev. John W. Keddie for his valuable contribution to 

the work of the Seminary during his time as Principal; 

3. In view of the resignation of Rev. John W. Keddie, Principal at the Free Church 

Seminary, the General Assembly proceed to nominate a replacement Principal for the 

Free Church Seminary; the appointment to take effect at the end of the current 

academic year. 

On the basis of the foregoing resolution, the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a 

replacement Principal of the Free Church Seminary. 

It was moved and seconded that  

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Graeme Craig Principal of the Free Church 

Seminary. 

It was also moved and seconded that  

The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie Principal of the Free Church 

Seminary. 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Graeme Craig Principal of the Free Church 

Seminary. 

It was agreed to make the appointment unanimous. 

Mr Craig being present in the building, signified his acceptance of appointment as 

Principal of the Free Church Seminary. 

On the call of the Moderator Rev. Kenneth Macdonald led the General Assembly in 

prayer seeking the Lord’s blessing on Mr Craig in his new responsibilities. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern 

Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms: 

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 20 May 2019, the Petition of the Free Northern 

Presbytery humbly shows that: 

1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted; 

2. Whereas Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds; 

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has, hitherto, been of immense 

assistance in the effective functioning of Presbytery. 
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Wherefore 

May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint 

General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year, or do 

otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery and grant 

its crave to appoint Assessor Elders; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and Rev. John Morrison 

General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody, 

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on 

Psalmody and thank the Committee, and especially the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly note with gratitude the continued demand for the staff version 

of The Scottish Psalmody and note the need to make provision for a future reprint; 

3. The General Assembly commend to Kirk Sessions the Psalmody Test programme; 

4. The General Assembly commend to Presbyteries the promotion of skills in Psalm-

singing within their bounds; 

5. The General Assembly note the continued availability of the Worthy to be 

Praised instruction CDs and the Praise the Lord compilation CD and commend these 

to the Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those 

who took part in the Psalmody Test and thank all who helped them as well as those 

who tested them. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 21st day of May 2019 years at  6.30 o’clock evening       Sess. 3. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 
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Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

There was an Order of the Day at 6:45 o’clock for the Presentation of the Sabbath School 

& Bible Class Awards.  The following award winners were introduced to the Moderator, 

suitably addressed and presented with their awards: 

John MacDonald, Stornoway  Sabbath School Award 

Matthew Keddie, Shettleston  Bible Class Award 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-

convener;  

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;  

3. The General Assembly commend to all the Sabbath School and Bible Class 

workbooks;  

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so 

freely give of their time;  

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and 

marking the annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;  

6. The General Assembly commend the revised Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

and congratulate those who participated this year;  

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and 

encourage Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote it;  

8. The General Assembly thank Kingsview Christian Centre for helping to 

accommodate our Youth camps at short notice; 

9. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for 

their faithful leadership of the Youth Camps; they also thank Joan MacKintosh, 

Maryanne Gillies, Isobel Campbell, Kevin MacDonald, Katrina Mackay, Matthew 

Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn, Abigail Mackay and Neil Smith, and 

would commend the work of the camps to the prayers of the Church;  

10. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to establish a dedicated fund to 

support Christian Education, whether at home or in Christian schools; 

11. The General Assembly note with approval the organisation of a conference in 

Glasgow dedicated to Christian Education, and commend this conference to the 

wider Church; 

12. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian education to the 

prayers of the Church. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 
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Rev. Peter Roosendaal  — Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland  

Rev. Mark Kelderman  — Heritage Reformed Churches 

Rev. Craig Dennison  — Trinitarian Bible Society 

Rev. Iain Wright  — Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications, 

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report of the Committee on 

Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener 

and Clerk; 

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 

for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer 

respectively; 

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design 

for his work on design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly note the possibility of producing digital editions of the 

magazines for the young people in a user-friendly format, possibly free of charge.  

The General Assembly encourage the Committee to consider this matter and await 

the next Report of the Committee with interest; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s 

magazines; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the 

puzzle page for The Explorer; 

2.6 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.7 The General Assembly amend Act XVIII (Class II) 2017, Act anent Revised Policy 

for Denominational magazine, paragraph 2.3 to read: 

The Proof-Readers of the magazine and its supplement shall be at least three in 

number and shall be appointed by the Publications Committee as required; 

2.8 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s work of 

recording the Church magazines for the visually impaired.  They commend this 

important work and encourage ministers and others to make this ministry more 

widely known; 

2.9 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution 

of tapes of recordings to the visually impaired;  
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2.10 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church 

Witness and The Explorer.  They direct the Committee to investigate and 

implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational magazine, and 

report thereanent to the next General Assembly; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions 

Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as a distributor of the 

Church’s magazines and publications, for his work of production and distribution 

of audio sermon CDs, and for his work in storing and distributing the Committee’s 

publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank all those who have written, or are engaged in writing, 

material in the series ‘Finding out about…,’ but note with great disappointment 

that wholesome publications in this series have by and large not sold in quantity.  

Further, the General Assembly note with concern the Committee’s temporary 

moratorium on publishing in this series, and encourage the Committee as they 

oversee this important part of their work, and remind Ministers, Interim 

Moderators and others of their duty to foster the practice of reading amongst our 

people;  

3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events 

leading up to and following the Division of 2000.  They note that significant 

progress has been made in this past year and therefore they expect that a 

conclusion of this work will be reported to the next General Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note with encouragement the formation of a Sub-committee 

to oversee the publication of a new edition of The subordinate Standards and 

Other Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland, and encourage the 

Committee as they seek the progress and conclusion of this task;  

3.4 The General Assembly note the work in progress on the Church’s principles, 

beliefs and practices and the pressing need to have such for our young people and 

others.  They direct the Committee to report significant progress on this publication 

to the next General Assembly; 

3.5 The General Assembly note the preparation for publication by Mr Maurice Grant 

and Rev. John Keddie of the book entitled Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church 

of Scotland, and direct the Committee in conjunction with the authors to take all 

possible steps to have this work published as soon as practicable; 

3.6 The General Assembly note that work has progressed on the Committee’s disposal 

of its book stock, and are thankful that many are in possession of worthwhile 

reading material at a reduced cost; 

4.1 The General Assembly note the value of the internet when used in a right and 

Christian way.  In commending the Committee for their caution in assessing the 

best way forward for contemporising the aesthetics and structure of the 

denominational website, they direct the Committee to make whatever decision is 

necessary as soon as possible so that the denomination is not adversely 

disadvantaged by that which may be outdated; 
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4.2 The General Assembly thank those who presently operate the Church website, 

especially Rev. Bert Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. 

David M. Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray as editorial overseers; 

4.3 The General Assembly approve the appointment of a ‘Digital Editor’ from among 

the office-bearers of the Church, and direct that his job description be laid before 

the next General Assembly; 

4.4 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account 

and a Facebook page continues to attract new followers.  They thank Rev. David 

M. Blunt for much of the work on the social media platforms, and they welcome 

Mr Alastair Manderson to his new role and pray that the spread of Scripture 

through these social media platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of 

the recent Spring Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which 

granted the use of their building once again.  They urge ministers to promote the 

Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly in noting with satisfaction the establishment of a 

Publications Committee within the Presbytery of the United States, are thankful 

that major progress has been made, and commend the work to the prayers of the 

Lord’s people, commending the publications produced to a wider readership;  

7. The General Assembly note the establishing of a Sub-committee dealing with the 

issue of the ‘Annals of the Free Church of Scotland’ and the progress made thus 

far.  They wish, if possible, to see this work continue under parameters the General 

Assembly laid down last year;  

8. The General Assembly note that footage from the events surrounding the Division 

of 2000 may not be of a quality acceptable today, but they encourage the 

Committee to find some time to give attention to safeguarding this material for the 

stand taken for future generations, perhaps as part of a wider production; 

9. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the 

Church’s Media Officer over the past year and commend him to the prayers of the 

wider Church. 

There was an Order of the Day at 8.30 o’clock for the commemoration of the 400th 

Anniversary of the Synod of Dort.  After devotional exercises, Rev. Mark Kelderman, 

Delegate, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly on the 

subject: 

The History & Teaching of the Canons of Dort 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 22nd day of May 2019 years at 9 o’clock forenoon       Sess. 4. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following 

took part at the request of the Moderator: 

Maurice J. Roberts,  Maurice Grant,  John MacLeod (Tarbat),  Murdo MacIver, 

Iain A.C. MacPherson,  Graeme Craig,  Davide Ratti,  Norman Smith. 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by 

the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, 

Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They 

both note and encourage the uptake of these matters by local Courts;  

3. The General Assembly note the continuing investigation of the Committee into the 

relationship between the Named Persons Legislation and existing Child Protection 

systems and direct the Committee to finalise their work in this area, with their 

recommendations to be brought to the forthcoming General Assembly;  

4. The General Assembly share the Committee’s concerns regarding the Children 

(Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill and note the preparation of 

documents on biblical parenting for distribution through the denominational 

magazine and website;  

5. The General Assembly note the progress made in researching the nature of the 

relations between the United Kingdom and the Vatican and encourage the completion 

of the project;  

6. The General Assembly note the work done on mental illness and recognise the need 

for Christians to be at the forefront in providing care, demonstrating the compassion 

of the Saviour for needy sinners; 

7. The General Assembly note the work of the Committee in relation to proposed Hate 

Crime legislation in Scotland and affirm their opposition to any legislation that 

would endanger the freedom to preach the Gospel in its fullness in our land; 

8. The General Assembly profoundly oppose the efforts to redefine gender in our 

society.  They reaffirm the right of the Creator to define the nature of our race as 

being male and female, and condemn especially the efforts to impose transgender 

ideology upon our schools and young people; 
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9. The General Assembly give thanks to the Lord for the successful outcome of the 

Asher’s Bakery case in the Supreme Court in October 2018.  The Assembly 

commend the McArthurs for their faithfulness to the Lord throughout these most 

difficult proceedings; 

10. The General Assembly note the work of the Committee in relation to Sabbath-

working protection and instruct them to continue to investigate what protection might 

be available for workers who refuse to break the Fourth Commandment; 

11. The General Assembly note and approve the comment of the Committee in regard to 

Anti-semitism in the United Kingdom, and affirm the desire of this denomination for 

a great reconciling of all Jews and Gentiles in the Gospel; 

12. The General Assembly note the progress made by the Committee in investigating the 

whole area of the practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise 

and submit to the rule of Christ as King of nations, and instruct the Committee to 

report further to the next General Assembly. 

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Mr Matthew Evans  — Affinity 

Rev. Prof. Andrew Kerr  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland  

Rev. Allan McCulloch  — Scottish Reformation Society  

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Legal Advice & 

Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property 

Committee and thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for 

their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly approve the present course being pursued by the Committee 

concerning the Kiltearn case; 

3. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as it waits upon the Scottish 

Government for confirmation of its application for prescribed body status and thank 

Mr Maurice Grant for his continued involvement in this matter; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing work being done to ensure that the 

denomination is in compliance with General Data Protection Regulation; 

5. The General Assembly express gratitude to God that the Bracadale & Duirinish 

Congregation has gained title to the church property at Struan. 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee (B) Nominations, which being printed and in the hands of 

members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the 

Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these 

Committees in accordance with the printed lists with the following changes: 

GROUP 1 

Mr Colin Crichton [4] in place of Mr Donald MacDonald 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Vice-convener, Finance & Sustentation Committee [4]  

 

GROUP 3 

Mr John W. Keddie, Convener, Welfare of Youth & Education [4] in place of Mr Timothy 

McGlynn 

Mr James MacInnes, Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations [4] 

 

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Dores) in place of Dr Murdo Murchison 

 

Wherefore 
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GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE & 

 PROPERTY 

Ministers  

Mr Murdo MacIver, Vice-convener, 

Finance & Sustentation Committee [4] 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [3] 

Mr William B. Scott [3] 

Mr Iain Smith, Convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [2] 

Elders 

Mr Colin Crichton (Stornoway), [4] 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores), [4] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [1] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [1] 

 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 
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The Editor of the Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly 

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee   
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GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

Ministers 

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee [4] 

Mr Warren E. Gardner [3] 

Mr Calum Smith [3] 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee [2] 

Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,  

Publications Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener, 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee [3] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [3] 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener, 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee [2] 

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener, 

Publications Committee [1] 

Mr Christopher P. Reeder [1] 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee 

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 

 

GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

Ministers 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee and 

Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee [4] 

Mr John W. Keddie Convener, Welfare of 

Youth & Education Committee [4] 

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee [3] 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and Vice-

convener, Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee [1] 

Mr Jonathan Mattull [1] 

Elders 

Mr James Wanliss [3] 

Mr Glenn Fraser, Convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee [2] 

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin), [2] 

Mr Peter Thurlow [1] 

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee [1] 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

Ministers 

Mr John W. Keddie [2] 

Mr James I. Gracie [2] 

Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat), Convener [1] 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser [3] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener 

[2] 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows 

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Dores) 

Mr Allan Murray 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)  

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery) 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery), Chairman  

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain MacPherson 

 

 

Mr John MacKenzie, Convener 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Printing Acts of 

Assembly, which was given in by the Convener and adopted as follows: 

CLASS I ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT 

None. 

CLASS II ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH 

ACT I Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the Queen 

ACT II Act anent Reaffirmation of Act I Class I 1952 

ACT III Act anent Equal Dividend 

ACT IV Act anent Death-In-Service Scheme 

ACT V Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh 

ACT VI Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Brora 

ACT VII Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Ayr 

ACT VIII Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

ACT IX Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery 

ACT X Act anent appointment of Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles 

ACT XI Act anent appointment of Principal of Seminary 

ACT XII Act anent amendment of Act XVIII 2017 

ACT XIII Act appointing Commission of Assembly 

ACT XIV Act appointing next General Assembly 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of 

Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

1. The Committee had before it the Records from the following: the Mainland 

Synod; the Western Synod; the Presbytery of Inverness, the Northern Presbytery, 

the Southern Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides, the Presbytery of 

Skye & Lochcarron, and the Presbytery of the United States of America; the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee, the Legal Advice & Property Committee, the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the Publications Committee, the 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, the Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee, the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, the 

Ecumenical Relations Committee, the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee, 

the Special Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of General 

Trustees.  

2. The following were found to be correct in form and substance and neatly kept, 

and the Committee recommend attestation of the same:  Mainland Synod, Western 
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Synod, Presbytery of United States of America, Southern Presbytery, Presbytery of 

Outer Hebrides, Northern Presbytery, Publications Committee, Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee, Finance & Sustentation Committee, Legal Advice 

& Property Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee, Home & Foreign Missions Committee, Special 

Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of General Trustees.  

3. The following records were at fault:   

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee – item 10 of 19/06/18 missing. 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron – one page back to front. 

Presbytery of Inverness – two partly blank pages.  

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee – blank page.  

The Meeting was closed with prayer. 

It was moved seconded and agreed that 

 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report; 

2. The General Assembly attest the records on the assurance that the above 

discrepancies are attended to.   

There was an Order of the Day at 2.45 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Gareth Burke  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ireland  

Rev. Peter Loughridge  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to 

by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.   

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener for his 

diligence throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Clerk of the Committee for his diligent service over 

the past two years; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Principal and Lecturers in the Seminary for their 

work over the past year; 

4. The General Assembly note the service of Rev. John W. Keddie as Lecturer in 

Church History & Church Principles, and latterly as Principal also, and wish him a 

long and happy retirement; 

5. The General Assembly note the vital work performed by the External Examiners; 
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6. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the 

prayers of the Church; 

7. The General Assembly commend Thomas Buchanan and Tom Budgen and their 

families to the prayers of the Church. 

There was presented to the Moderator Rev. John W. Keddie, Principal of the Free Church 

Seminary and Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles, who had intimated his 

retirement from the close of the current academic year. 

The Moderator thanked Mr Keddie for his diligent, faithful labours as Principal of the 

Free Church Seminary and Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles and on behalf 

of the General Assembly presented him with a token of appreciation. 

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report (C) of the Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, 

was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.  The Clerk was 

instructed to keep a copy of the Supplementary Report in retentis. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive the Supplementary Report of the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee anent the Quinquennial Visitation of the Free 

Church Seminary and thank the Committee for their work; 

2. The General Assembly encourage the Committee, in consultation with the Seminary, 

to give further consideration to the suggestions made by the Examiners during the 

Visitation and, where appropriate, to pursue such changes as might be considered 

helpful; 

3. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the 

prayers of the Church. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there 

the 22nd day of May 2019 years at 6.30 o’clock evening       Sess. 5. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegate was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev John Ross  – Associated Presbyterian Churches 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegate. 
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The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign 

Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & 

Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, 

for his continued faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his 

wife and family to the prayers of our people; 

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the 

Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh and their outreach work which has now been 

moved from Portavogie to Kircubbin; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in Spain and commend the work to the 

prayers and financial support of our people.  They thank the Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz 

for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain and further afield.  

They rejoice in the progress of the work and the recognition of it by the Spanish 

authorities; 

5. The General Assembly note the goal of the group at Rubí to call an assistant, and 

commend them to the prayers of the Church; 

6. The General Assembly note that Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder in Pau, is in the last phase 

of his theological training at the Academia de Teologia Reformada and his desire to 

enter the Ministry assisting the Congregation in Pau; they direct the Committee in 

consultation with the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, to consider 

what steps are required to be taken in this mission situation to expedite this matter, 

and commend Mr Pierre and the Congregation at Pau to the prayers of our people; 

7. The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to deal with the problems 

caused by the delays of the Zambian Mission Trustees.  They recommend that no 

further financial assistance be given to the work and encourage our people to give to 

the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead; 

8. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen.  The 

General Assembly assure her of their full support for her dedicated work amongst the 

children in the Christian schools; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work 

in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  They commend Mr 

Partheepan for his tireless service and commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the 

prayers of our people.  They especially thank Mr  Partheepan for his efforts in 

keeping costs down by acting as project manager of the building work in Vavuniya; 

10. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the generous grant of £20,000 made 

possible by a legacy for the construction of a temporary building in Vavuniya.  They 

also thank those who have responded so well to the various appeals for funds for the 

work in Sri Lanka; 
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11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon 

Christian Care for their generosity in support of the diaconal work of our mission in 

Sri Lanka; 

12. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States 

of America and encourage our brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work.  They are 

pleased to note the Presbytery’s involvement in the wider affairs of the denomination 

by their input into various Standing Committees of Assembly; 

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the congregation in Smiths 

Falls and commend its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of 

the Church; 

14. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by 

Hudson Taylor Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a 

number of our ministers to this work, despite growing tensions and difficulties 

experienced by Christians in China, and they commit our fellow believers there to the 

protection of Almighty God; 

15. The General Assembly repudiate and condemn the growing anti-Semitism in our 

society and acknowledge their great indebtedness under God to the Jews.  They 

encourage all their people to pray for their salvation, and for the ingathering into the 

Christian Church of those chosen in Christ.  To the end that our people may 

remember their obligations to pray for Israel, the General Assembly authorise the 

Committee to seek permission from Christian Witness to Israel to reproduce the 

bookmark Bible study entitled Why Pray For Israel and circulate it to our people via 

an insert in the Free Church Witness magazine, so that they may have it in their 

Bibles as a daily reminder of their obligation to intercede for Israel. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Missionary Delegates. 

After devotional exercises, Mr Hugues Pierre, Pau, France, was introduced to the 

Moderator and invited to address the Assembly. 

Mr Richard Gibson, Christian Witness to Israel, was introduced to the Moderator and 

invited to address the Assembly. 

Rev. James MacInnes, Assessor Elder, Sri Lanka, was introduced to the Moderator and 

invited to address the Assembly. 

Rev. Andrew Allan, Hudson Taylor Ministries, was introduced to the Moderator and 

invited to address the Assembly. 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates, and called 

upon Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod to lead the General Assembly in prayer. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Minute anent Deceased Ministers and Elders which was submitted by the Convener, 

approved and ordered to be engrossed as follows: 

It is with deep regret that the General Assembly record the death of the following Elders: 
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Mainland Synod 

Southern Presbytery 

Mr Alexander Morrison, Edinburgh, Free St Columba’s 

Western Synod 

Outer Hebrides Presbytery  

Mr James MacLeod, Scalpay 

Protestations were called for but none was given in. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint their Commission. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison  n a m e d 

by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall be 

referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 

contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 

determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 

disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 

and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 

they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 
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The thanks of the General Assembly were accorded to the Moderator for the excellent 

manner in which he discharged the duties of the Chair; to Rev. David M. Blunt for his 

assistance to the Moderator; to the Principal Clerk and to the Assistant Clerk; to Rev. 

Trevor Kirkland as Convener of the Business Committee; to Messrs Colin Crichton and 

Alexander Watt, Precentors; to Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants Mr 

David Craig and the Divinity Students; to Miss Emma Craig, Assembly Office Manager, 

and Mr Murdo Murray for secretarial work before and during the Assembly; to Mr 

Richard Rowley for transport services; to Miss Joan MacDonald, Inverness, for her skills 

in scripting the Loyal and Dutiful Address; to Kirkgate Cafe and the Braid Hills Hotel for 

catering services; to Misses Rachel and Alison Gracie for assistance in organising the 

Assembly Hall; to Rev. Andrew Allan for photographic services; to Rev. James I. Gracie 

for liaison work, provision of communication facilities and assistance with many practical 

details; to Liberton Kirk for their kind welcome and for the use of their buildings; and to 

Mr Chris Aitcheson, Facilities Manager of Liberton Kirk for his willingness, beyond the 

call of duty, to assist in whatever way possible; to all who extended hospitality to 

Members of the General Assembly; and to the Christian Public for their support. 

The General Assembly proceeded to appoint the time and place of the next General 

Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 18th May 2020 years at 6 o’clock in the 

evening. 

The Minutes of this day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly was dissolved with prayer, the singing of Psalm 122 and the 

Apostolic Benediction.  
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I. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS 

(A) ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Introduction 

The Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee have continued their review of the running of the 

General Assembly and its statutory Standing and Special Committees in accordance with its remit from the 

General Assembly.  The work of the Committee this year has largely been taken up with routine business to 

enable the smooth running of the General Assembly and its various Standing and Special Committees. 

2.  General Assembly 

2.1.  General 

The Committee are indebted to the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, for the kind use 

of their buildings for the Assembly.  The Committee are pleased that the Assembly is once again able to 

return to these familiar surroundings which have served the Assembly so well for all but one of the nineteen 

years. 

Mr Bill McQueer has agreed to act as Assembly Officer again this year.  The Committee are grateful to him 

and to his assistants for the time they so freely give up to help the Assembly.   

In accordance with Act II Class II 2002, the Committee nominated a Moderator-Designate. 

2.2.  Assembly Commissioners’ Expenses 

In accordance with Act I Class II 2001 the Committee notified Presbyteries that they had set the maximum 

rate for Assembly Commissioners’ expenses which are paid from Central Funds through Presbyteries at 

£170 (£220 for Commissioners resident in the Outer Isles and £460 for Overseas Commissioners).  This is 

unchanged from last year. 

2.3.  Timetable for General Assembly 

Whilst the timetable is a matter for the Assembly themselves the Committee and the Assembly Clerks are 

working to enable business to be concluded by noon on the Thursday, with a cut off time of 2.30pm on the 

Thursday, so as to enable virtually all Commissioners to return home that day.  In the unlikely event of 

there being any outstanding business, this would require to be remitted to a meeting of the Commission of 

Assembly at a convenient date.   

2.4.  Catering 

Following a review of possible venues for catering, it is expected that the catering arrangements will follow 

the pattern of the last few Assemblies, with lunch being provided by the café now using the Halls at 

Liberton and high tea by the Braid Hills Hotel.  It is intended to restrict the choice at the evening meal to a 

main course and dessert to make the serving of the meal more efficient (attempts will be made to cater for 

those with special dietary needs if they inform the Clerks before the end of the first Sederunt).  The 

Committee continue to note comments made by Commissioners regarding catering, in order to ensure that 

the provision made is welcomed widely as possible. 

2.5  Commemoration of the Synod of Dort 

As many will be aware, 2019 marks the 400th anniversary of the Synod of Dort.  This important Synod, 

which drew representatives from various Reformed Churches took place during the difficulties in 
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connection with the contending of the Scottish Church for her liberties, and the attempts by King James VI 

to overthrow her Biblical, Presbyterian constitution.  Because of this, the General Assembly was unable to 

meet or to send a representative to the Synod.  Nevertheless, despite the lack of involvement by the Church 

in Scotland, there has always been a recognition of the important work conducted by the Synod of Dort in 

asserting the teaching of Scripture regarding the doctrines of grace and in its rejection of the errors of 

Arminianism.  It would therefore appear appropriate for this event to be commemorated and the Committee, 

in consultation with the Assembly Clerks, have arranged for an address thereanent to be given during the 

third Sederunt of the Assembly. 

2.6  Scripting of the Loyal & Dutiful Address 

According to the thanks recorded in the Minutes of the General Assembly, Rev. John J. Harding has, since 

at least 1989, been scripting the annual Loyal & Dutiful Address agreed upon by the Assembly.  This has 

been no small undertaking, from the securing of appropriate vellum to the skill of handwriting the Address.  

In and of itself it is a work of art, and it has been indicated that such is the impressiveness of the document 

that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth takes particular delight in personally reading it.   

Mr Harding has indicated that he is concerned that he is struggling to maintain the high standard he has set 

himself, and believes it would be helpful if this labour of love were delegated to another.  The Committee 

wish to place on record their thanks to Mr Harding for all the work he has put into this task over the years, 

and they pray that the Lord will continue to use him for the furtherance of the Gospel.  They are thankful to 

Miss Joan MacDonald, Inverness, for agreeing to take on this task and pray she will know the Lord’s 

blessing in it. 

3.  Assembly Clerks’ Department 

The Committee were saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs Janet MacKenzie in December 2018.  Mrs 

Mackenzie had served the Church as Assembly Office Manager for eighteen years following the events of 

January 2000.  She also assisted the Assembly Clerks in the production and dissemination of circulars, 

Committee Papers and Assembly Reports.  Her work was a model of efficiency and her discretion and 

willingness to assist relieved the Assembly Clerks of a great burden.  The Committee record their thanks to 

the Lord for the assistance she provided, and commend her husband, Ewan, to the Father of mercies and 

God of all comfort. 

Mr Murdo Murray (Stornoway), who is Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee, continues to assist 

the Assembly Clerks’ Department in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General 

Assembly.  This work, which is done quietly and behind the scenes, has relieved the Assembly Clerks and 

especially the Assistant Clerk of a great burden.  

Arrangements have been put in place to have sufficient secretarial help for the Assembly itself.  This is 

being organised by the Assistant Clerk. 

The Assembly Clerks continue to make available in electronic format the Principal Acts & Proceedings of 

the General Assembly.  Although hard copies are no longer supplied automatically to individuals, Church 

Courts and Standing Committees of Assembly, they will be supplied if requested.  Should anyone require a 

hard copy of the Acts & Proceedings, they are asked to communicate the same to the Assistant Clerk before 

the beginning of the Assembly to ensure that adequate supplies are available. 

4.  Committee Personnel 

4.1  Committee personnel from the Presbytery of the United States of America 

At the 2018 General Assembly, Standing Orders were amended to enable representation on Group 2 and 

Group 3 Committees from the Presbytery of the United States of America.  Such Committee personnel join 

their respective Committees by video-conferencing.  Although there are at times technological difficulties, 

as indicated below, as well as such members not always being available for meetings, there appears to be a 
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consensus that the presence on Committees of representatives from the United States has been beneficial to 

the Committees they serve on, as well as helpful in maintaining communication between the Presbytery of 

the United States of America and the Committees of the Church. 

4.2 Committee Clerks 

At their meeting in March the Committee accepted the resignation of Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod as Clerk of 

the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  Mr Macleod’s workload has increased due to 

Ministerial changes within his Presbytery.  The Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Macleod for 

his service to the Committee.  The Committee are grateful that Rev. Andrew Allan, who is familiar with the 

work of the said Committee, has agreed to be the new Clerk to the Committee. 

Subsequent to the March Committee meeting, Rev. Raymond Kemp tendered his resignation as Clerk to the 

Publications Committee.  The Committee are grateful to him for his service to the said Committee. 

5.  Video-conference Facilities for Church Courts and Committees 

5.1  Internet facilities for Committee Meetings in Inverness 

As indicated in their Report to the 2018 General Assembly, the Committee have now obtained the necessary 

hardware to enable a 4G internet connection to be used at Westhill.  Once the initial cost of the 4G router 

was paid (£35), the cost is £20 for each set of meetings.  The Assembly Clerks ensure that the router is 

working and that a laptop is available to enable video-conferencing. 

So far the results of this set up have been mixed, but some of the problems encountered have been teething 

problems due to confusion in how the video-conferencing system works.  Other difficulties appear to be due 

to problems with connections at the user’s end, and not at the Committee’s end.  Some have commented 

that at times there is difficulty in hearing what is being said.  This may be due to problems at the user’s end 

– it is vital that the user has appropriate hardware for using the system.  It is hoped that teething problems 

can be sorted out and that the system will prove beneficial.  The Committee will continue to keep this 

matter under review. 

Whilst the provision of this facility is not intended to discourage members of Committees from physically 

being present in Inverness during Committee meetings, the Committee note that this facility has been made 

use of by individuals, including Committee Clerks, who are only required to be present for a brief time 

during Committee meetings, and whose presence would otherwise involve an inordinate amount of travel or 

inconvenience.  In particular, this may enable some Advisers to be present for relevant sections of 

Committee meetings when otherwise this may appear impracticable or amount to a poor use of time or 

finances.  Given the benefits, the minimal cost of such internet facilities appear to be an efficient use of 

resources. 

5.2  Video-conferencing 

As noted last year, many now make use of Conference Call facilities.  The Committee have arranged for the 

use of the Zoom platform for video-conferencing, and it has been made available to Church Courts, 

Committees and other groups for Church-related business.  It is possible for two meetings to be held 

concurrently.  Mr Murdo Murray, who assists the Assembly Clerks, arranges the video-conferencing for the 

three stated meetings of the Committees during the year.  Anyone wishing to use the facilities must either 

contact him or Rev. James Gracie, either of whom will arrange the meeting and then communicate the 

details to the relevant Clerk who has requested the meeting, whose duty it is to invite others to the 

Conference Call.  The cost of two Host licences for one year is currently £288 in total, and this should lead 

to real cost savings. 

6.  Meetings of Committees and the Commission 

The Committee are grateful to the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars for the use of their building 

at Westhill for meetings of Committees.  They are also grateful to those who have provided hospitality on 

such occasions, and especially to Mr Glenn Fraser.   
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During the past year there was no urgent business to be brought before the Commission of Assembly and 

therefore the Commission did not meet.  Whilst the Commission of Assembly will continue to be available 

to meet under the terms of its appointment, if required, for urgent business, it is hoped that meetings will 

continue to be infrequent.  This has a number of benefits, including the reserving of business to the better 

attended and more representative General Assembly, and the freeing up of time for other business or the 

enabling of Committee members to return home sooner on the stated Committee days. 

 (B)  NOMINATIONS 

 

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending 

vacancies in Committees, agreed to recommend the lists of Committees and Clerks to the General Assembly 

as in the Proposed Deliverance.  A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations have not been 

sought is added for convenience.   

HENRY J.T. WOODS,  Convener 

GLENN FRASER,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

(A) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the 

Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Assembly itself and the 

Moderator’s reception; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, for the kind 

use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, for making their 

services available to the Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly welcome the Committee’s desire to timetable the General Assembly to finish by 

around noon on Thursday; 

6. The General Assembly note that a commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the Synod of Dort has 

been arranged for the third Sederunt; 

7. The General Assembly thank Rev. John J. Harding for his labours over at least the last thirty years in 

scripting the Loyal & Dutiful Address; they pray that as he now relinquishes this duty, he may continue 

to know the Lord’s blessing in his own soul and that he would be used by the Lord to testify to the 

Gospel before kings and men; 

8. The General Assembly record with sadness the passing of Mrs Janet MacKenzie, Glasgow, who for 

eighteen years served the Church so efficiently and discreetly in the preparation and printing of 

documents for Committees and the Assembly, as well as being Assembly Office Manager; they thank 

God for the gifts given to her and commend her husband, Ewan, to the care and keeping of the Lord; 

9. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to assist in helping in 

the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General Assembly; 
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10. The General Assembly note that the change in Standing Orders to permit the participation of 

Committee personnel from the Free Presbytery of the United States of America on Group 2 and Group 

3 Committees has proved beneficial to both the Committees and the Presbytery themselves; they direct 

the Committee to continue to monitor the technology which makes such participation practicable;  

11. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-conferencing facilities for 

the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on Church-related business, and commend its 

use when appropriate;   

12. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of the various 

Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks;  

13. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Clerk of the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee, and Rev. Raymond Kemp for his work as Clerk to the Publications 

Committee;  

14. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness Free Greyfriars for the use of their 

Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of Assembly and the Commission of 

Assembly and Mr Glenn Fraser for helping in the provision of hospitality. 

(B) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements 

& Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these Committees in 

accordance with the following lists: 

 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  

GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE &  

PROPERTY  

Ministers  

Mr Murdo MacIver [4] 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [3] 

Mr William B. Scott [3] 

Mr Iain Smith, Convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [2] 

Elders 

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway), [4] 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores), [4] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [1] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum [1] 

 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 
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GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION &MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

Ministers 

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [4] 

Mr Warren E. Gardner [3] 

Mr Calum Smith [3] 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [2] 

Mr Davide Ratti, Vice-convener,  

Publications Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Robertson, Vice-convener, Training 

of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [3] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [3] 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener, Public 

Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [2] 

Mr John N. Gillies (Partick), Convener, 

Publications Committee [1] 

Mr Christopher P. Reeder [1] 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee  

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 

GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

Ministers 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee [4] 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener, Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee and Vice-convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee [4] 

Mr James Haram, Vice-convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee [3] 

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and Vice-convener, 

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee [1] 

Mr Jonathan Mattull [1] 

Elders 

Mr James Wanliss [3] 

Mr Glenn Fraser, Convener,  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee [2] 

Mr Angus Ross (Staffin), [2] 

Mr Peter Thurlow [1] 

Mr Samuel Cameron, Vice-convener, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee [1] 

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly  

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY  

Ministers 

Mr John W. Keddie [2] 

Mr James I. Gracie [2] 

Mr John MacLeod (Tarbat), Convener [1] 

Elders 

Mr Glenn Fraser [3] 

Mr Calum MacLeod (Point), Vice-convener [2] 
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REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Andrew R Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows 

 

   

PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS  

Dr Murdoch Murchison 

Mr Allan Murray 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)  

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery) 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr Maurice Grant (Southern Presbytery), Chairman  

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

Rev. Kenneth Macdonald 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain MacPherson 

 

 

Mr John MacKenzie, Convener 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 
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II. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS  

Introduction 

The Committee on Ecumenical Relations is responsible for maintaining relationships between the Free 

Church of Scotland (Continuing) and like-minded churches and organisations around the world.  Such 

contacts seek to build the unity of the Christian Church, both theologically and organisationally, but above 

all spiritually, in fulfilment of the prayer of our Lord: “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 

and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 

17:21).  The Committee’s encouragement is that whatever the incremental progress that can be achieved 

here, this prayer will assuredly be answered in eternity to come. 

Much of the work of the Committee is of a very routine nature.  This report will restrict attention to a 

selection of areas of significance. 

ICRC / EuCRC 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the International Conference of Reformed 

Churches (ICRC), and its European sub-division, the European Conference of Reformed Churches 

(EuCRC).  Neither organisation has met since last Assembly, but, Lord willing, the EuCRC will hold its 

next meeting in the Netherlands in the spring of 2020.  The Convener sits on the Committee of the EuCRC 

and will participate in the planning of this gathering. 

Affinity 

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the evangelical network Affinity, and is 

represented on the Council by Rev. T.J. McGlynn.  Mr McGlynn brought one issue of concern to the 

attention of the Committee, over an article published in the Spring 2018 issue of the Affinity theological 

journal Foundations.  The article was entitled ‘Overcoming Listlessness: Learning from Evagrius of 

Pontus’ by Fiona R. Gibson.  This article was not controversial in content, being a historical study of early 

Christian teaching regarding the sin of ‘acedia’ (usually translated ‘sloth’).  However, the author was 

identified as ‘Vicar, three rural Church of England parishes, Bedfordshire’.  The Committee did not object 

to publication of such an article, nor to a female author, but did object to the identification of Fiona Gibson 

as a ‘vicar’ without any disclaimer that Affinity did not endorse her claim to exercise the ministerial office.  

The Committee was gratified to find this concern widely shared in Affinity, with a number of brethren on 

the Affinity Council speaking out clearly on the need for clarity on these issues in an age of much gender 

confusion.  The Editor of Foundations, who is solely responsible for the contents of the journal, has 

subsequently resigned.  The Council, in discussing the appointment of a successor, has noted the need to 

appoint an Editor who will take account of the concerns of the full spectrum of churches represented in 

Affinity, taking particular note of the issues of concern over journal articles raised by Council members in 

recent years. 

The Affinity Study Conference was held on 13-15 March 2019 in Northampton, and the Convener and Mr 

McGlynn attended as representatives of the Free Church (Continuing).  As the topic of the Conference was 

‘Worship’, there were inevitably some views expressed which the Free Church (Continuing) does not share, 

including a looser definition of the Regulative Principle of Worship that would accommodate the use of 

hymns and musical instruments in worship.  Sadly such practices are almost ubiquitous in England and 

Wales, and as these countries are where the great bulk of Affinity’s support is located, they were inevitably 
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reflected in the papers.  The Committee were disappointed that no paper was presented from an exclusively 

psalm-singing position, and this concern was communicated to the Affinity Council by Mr McGlynn.  Just 

three of the approximately sixty delegates present represented exclusively psalm-singing churches.  

However, the three were very touched that at the prayer meeting on the second night of the conference, 

which was the only worship component of the gathering, the praise was in the form of unaccompanied 

singing from the Scottish Psalter, which was explicitly presented as an expression of Christian unity.  Other 

points made at the Conference were more positive, including a robust defence of Sabbath observance by 

one of the lecturers. 

The Convener was invited to attend the meeting of the Affinity Council held during the Conference, which 

gave a broad overview of the work of the organisation.  The Director, Graham Nicholls, has been 

increasingly successful in obtaining opportunities in the media, especially on radio, to present a Christian 

viewpoint on current affairs, and to fill devotional slots.  The decision has now been taken to formalise his 

employment on the basis of one day per week (he is also Minister of Christ Church, Haywards Heath), 

alongside his Assistant, Matthew Evans, who is employed on a full-time basis to manage the administration 

of Affinity.  The Free Church (Continuing) currently contributes the very modest sum of £500 per year to 

Affinity.  Given the new financial commitments of the organisation, this should probably be increased in 

the next round of budgeting, subject to General Assembly approval in 2020, if the Free Church 

(Continuing) remains committed to membership of Affinity. 

Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia (PCEA) 

One very positive new ecumenical contact emerged at the General Assembly in 2018, when a minister of 

the PCEA addressed the Assembly for the first time since 2000.  The Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia is the historic sister-church in Australia of the Free Church of Scotland, being founded in 1846 on 

the same constitutional basis as the Disruption Free Church.  It is a relatively small denomination of 13 

congregations and nine active ministers, with a community of approximately seven hundred people.  It 

enjoyed historically close links with the Scottish Church, including federal relations, meaning that ministers 

were eligible for calls to congregations of either church.   

The PCEA reflected a similar spectrum of opinion to the Free Church of Scotland in the 1990s, including on 

the specific issues that led to the Division of 2000.  However, the PCEA managed to prevent these issues 

from coming to a head and splitting the Church.  After 2000, the PCEA suspended federal relations to avoid 

taking sides in the Free Church division.  After some years, the PCEA resumed federal relations with our 

departed brethren, following a tied vote in the PCEA synod resolved by the casting vote of the Moderator.  

However, our departed brethren have increasingly departed from the PCEA.  The PCEA has declined to 

shift from the practice of exclusive psalmody in worship, and has introduced new safeguards after the 

change in worship amongst our departed brethren in 2010, to ensure that ministers must specifically commit 

to maintain the historic pattern of worship in order to be admitted into the PCEA.  The present generation of 

active ministers in the PCEA appear to share our convictions on issues of worship, and on the orthodox 

interpretation of Genesis 1–3, in opposition to the views now promoted amongst our departed brethren. 

Following the last Assembly, the PCEA wrote to the Committee seeking renewed ecumenical ties, and 

asking what action was necessary to restore mutual eligibility with the Free Church (Continuing).  This 

question was easily answered.  The Free Church (Continuing) is the constitutional continuation of the Free 

Church of Scotland of the twentieth century, including all its legislation.  The Federal Relations Act, Act I 

(Class I) 1952, has never been repealed, and remains current legislation of the Free Church (Continuing).  

The only breach in federal relations is that which the PCEA effected by repealing its own legislation in 

2000, and it is in the power of the PCEA Synod, without any action on the part of the Free Church 

(Continuing) General Assembly, to restore such a relationship.   
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The PCEA invited the Free Church (Continuing) to send a delegate to its Synod meeting in Taree, New 

South Wales, meeting from 7–10 May 2019.  The Committee accepted the invitation on behalf of the 

Church, and appointed Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) to attend the Synod in Australia.  God willing, he will 

be able to bring a report to the Assembly on his attendance there. 

The Committee considers the approach from the PCEA highly encouraging, and an indication that churches 

elsewhere discern the radical change that has occurred amongst our departed brethren since 2000, and a 

desire in this case to follow a different course.  The Committee intends to give every encouragement to the 

PCEA to renew a sister-church relationship, and seeks the approval of the General Assembly for this course 

of action.  This will in no way alter the extant contacts of the Free Church (Continuing) with other 

denominations in Australia, such as the Australian Free Church and the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

It should be emphasised that a renewal of federal relations does not constitute an automatic right for any 

minister of the PCEA to be admitted to the Free Church (Continuing), or vice versa.  A presbytery has a 

right, indeed a duty, to investigate the suitability of any minister unknown to them proposed for call to a 

vacancy, and could decline to moderate a call for a variety of reasons.  Mutual eligibility is a streamlined 

process, which presumes that normally there would not be grounds for objection against the life or doctrine 

of a minister of the PCEA; it is not a guarantee of acceptance.  The ministerial vows and constitutional 

commitments of the PCEA remain identical with those of the Free Church (Continuing). 

The anomaly of a Church proposing to maintain mutual eligibility with both claimants to the heritage of the 

Free Church of Scotland from 2000 is evident, but is not strictly the business of the Free Church 

(Continuing).  It is highly unlikely that this means will ever be used to move from one “Free Church” to the 

other.  In any case, it would be far simpler for an individual minister, wishing to take this step due to 

changed sympathies, to make direct application via the General Assembly.  Such an application, made in 

good faith, would presumably be welcomed by the Free Church (Continuing). 

North America 

The Committee maintain relations on behalf of the Free Church (Continuing) with a number of churches in 

North America.  The Committee was grateful to Rev. Gavin Beers, who represented the Free Church 

(Continuing) at the 2018 Synods of the Free Reformed Churches of North America, and the Heritage 

Reformed Congregations. 

One interesting contact in the last year was a request for counsel from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 

asking their sister churches for advice regarding a proposal to revise their confessional standards with a 

view to modernising the language.  The Committee was grateful to Rev. Henry J.T. Woods, who drafted a 

clear and courteous letter on behalf of the Committee, counselling against such a step as a potentially 

dangerous move, setting a precedent which could easily be used as a means to loosen their Church’s 

doctrinal commitments. 

The Committee continue to remember with prayerful interest the discussions taking place between our 

United States Presbytery and the Presbyterian Reformed Church (PRC) towards closer relations.  The PRC 

is a small, conservative denomination, which originated from Canadian congregations associated with the 

Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  The Committee received a letter from Rev. Michael Ives on behalf 

of the PRC in September 2018, requesting assistance in identifying ‘the potential benefits and difficulties of 

pursuing formal fraternal relations with the FCC’.  The Committee authorised the Clerk to correspond with 

Mr Ives, and answer his questions on its behalf.   

Scotland 

Within Scotland, the Free Church (Continuing) maintains contact with the Associated Presbyterian 

Churches (APC), and with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland (RPCS).  The Committee was 

grateful to Rev. William Macleod, who represented the Church at the RPCS Presbytery in March 2019.  A 
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committee of three representatives, appointed by the Committee on Ecumenical Relations, is available to 

discuss further relations with the RPCS.   

Other Churches   

The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Restored) (DGK) have initiated contact, seeking to develop 

fraternal relations.  The Committee are currently pursuing further enquiries into this Church’s history and 

outlook.  The Free Church (Continuing) continues to maintain relations in the Netherlands with the 

Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (CGKN). 

The Committee was grateful to Rev. John Keddie, who represented the Free Church (Continuing) at the 

Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland in 2018. 

The Committee was sorry to hear of the death of Rev. John Shearer of the Church of England (Continuing), 

who attended the first meeting of the Commission of Assembly of the Free Church (Continuing) in March 

2000 as our first ecumenical contact after the division on 20 January 2000, and was a great encouragement 

there.  Thereafter he frequently attended meetings of the General Assembly as a representative of his 

Church.  The Church of England (Continuing) remains friendly and supportive of our stand to the present 

day. 

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD,  Convener 

SAMUEL CAMERON,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations and 

thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) has a duty to 

recognise other true churches worldwide and foster appropriate relations with them where possible, 

without compromise of God’s Truth; 

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

the International Conference of Reformed Churches and the European Conference of Reformed 

Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in 

Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this organisation; the Assembly also 

thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our Church’s representative on the Affinity 

council; 

5. The General Assembly note with pleasure the renewal of ecumenical contact with the Presbyterian 

Church of Eastern Australia, and affirm that the Free Church (Continuing) would welcome the 

prospect of the renewal of federal relations; 

6. The General Assembly note the discussions between our United States Presbytery and the Presbyterian 

Reformed Church of North America, now including correspondence with the Committee, and pray that 

these contacts will develop toward closer ecumenical relations; 

7. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
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III. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS  

1.  Introduction 

The apostle Paul, whilst facing martyrdom from a prison dungeon in Rome and realizing that his earthly 

days were drawing to a close, writes to his fellow-labourer in the Lord, Timothy, requesting that he bring 

him his cloak and the books, but especially the parchments (2 Timothy 4v13).  Facing adversity, the 

apostle, as a faithful Gospel preacher, knew where to find peace and rest for his soul: primarily in the Holy 

Scriptures. 

More recently, the esteemed American preacher Jonathan Edwards earnestly commended his hearers that: 

Every Christian should make a business of endeavouring to grow in knowledge of divinity .... Christians 

ought not to content themselves with such degrees of knowledge of divinity as they have already obtained. It 

should not satisfy them, as they know as much as is absolutely necessary for salvation, but should seek to 

make progress .… Be assiduous in reading the Holy Scriptures. This is the fountain whence all knowledge 

in divinity must be derived. Therefore let not this treasure lie by you neglected. (The Works of Jonathan 

Edwards, Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 1974, Vol. II., pp.157, 159, 162)  

It is our duty to continue in their footsteps, maintaining regular reading of the Scriptures supplemented by 

good, sound Reformed Christian books, literature and magazines.  Private reading should never be a 

substitute for regular attendance at the public means of grace; nevertheless, the Committee encourage the 

readership among our members and adherents to make full use of all the facilities available to them. 

As in previous reports, a brief résumé of the regular routine activities of the Committee and the progress 

made with the current on-hand projects is outlined below.  The Committee acknowledge that due to time 

constraints and limited manpower resources they cannot achieve more; however, they endeavour to fulfil 

the duties and responsibilities placed upon them by the General Assembly as best they can. 

2.  Magazines 

2.1 Editors  

The Committee extend their appreciation to Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, editors of 

the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively, and to Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland 

and Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, assistant editors of the Free Church Witness, for the considerable work 

rendered during the year.  The editors and assistant editors have a considerable weight laid upon them as 

they seek to glorify the Lord in this sphere of work.  The Committee would expect that this would be borne 

in mind by the general readership of the magazine, that these men would be brought before the Lord in 

prayer and given encouragement by the Christian people who are conscious of their labours.  

2.2 Production  

The Committee are happy with the work of Donald Smith Graphic Design (Aberdeen), especially with the 

relationship which exists between Graphic Designer and Editors.  Mr Smith has given advice, which was 

circulated to the Committee but not discussed, as to how best to proceed with the distribution of the 

magazines to young people in a digital, user-friendly format, possibly free.  The Committee are less happy 

however with the arrival dates of the magazines from the printers (Quinns, Belfast) and then onward to 

congregations.  The Committee take such matters seriously and have contacted the Printers concerned and  

have also reissued earlier deadlines to the magazine Editors to help alleviate such problems, with an even 

earlier deadline set for the December issue of the magazines.  These deadlines may need to be reviewed 

further.  Additionally, the Committee are looking at the feasibility of utilising other printers at both a 

competitive rate and with equal or greater customer service.  
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The Committee are thankful for all those who contribute articles to the magazines, thereby greatly reducing 

the work of the editors and contributing to collegiality, which is important to both magazines. 

The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzle Page in The 

Explorer magazine, and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month.  

The magazine editors depend greatly on the work of the proof-readers each month, and the Committee wish 

to extend their thanks to the three current proof-readers of the magazines, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), Mr 

Maurice Grant and Mr Ewan Wilson.  The Committee believe that liberty to seek additional proof-readers 

would be beneficial, and therefore propose to seek amendment of existing legislation.           

The Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Derek MacLean, who reads the Church magazines to tape 

for the visually impaired, and they commend this work to the prayers of the Lord’s people.  They also 

acknowledge that the benefits of the work may be underutilised by those within and outside the 

denomination.  The Committee thank Mr Murdo Campbell for distributing the tapes to those who require 

them.  

2.3 Circulation  

The subscription rates for the Free Church Witness (including The Explorer) were unchanged for 2019.  

The Committee keeps this matter under review, and a resolution thereanent is made in October of the 

preceding year.  Sadly, with almost all Christian print magazines, the subscription figures for the Free 

Church Witness/Explorer are falling.  This, alas, is a spiritual problem.  The current subscriptions are 501 

(542); UK individual subscriptions 99 (95); overseas subscriptions 27 (39).   

The current cover price of the Free Church Witness magazine is £2.00.  The cost of production, with the 

associated delivery costs, result in a unit cost of £1.79 to produce.  The cover price of the July-August 

double-issue will be reduced to £3.   

Both the Design & Layout and the Printing costs are favourable, though the Committee keeps these figures 

under review.  The Committee seeks ways to be good stewards, and are exploring the possibility of a more 

competitive printer.  A special agreement is in place with Royal Mail for postage and courier costs, but 

these will continue to reflect any increases that are announced.  However, the low print-run of 1,000 copies 

for each month is a key factor in the unit cost of the Free Church Witness being so high.  The Committee 

are attempting to break through into the Christian bookshop market, but this is far from easy.   

It seems necessary to increase the circulation not only outside our own bounds but also through individual 

contacts made by our own people.  The 2018 General Assembly directed the Committee to ‘investigate and 

implement a strategy to increase circulation of the denominational magazine,’ but to date the Committee 

have not been able to fulfil this remit and seek more time.   

The 2018 Good News magazine proved most popular and was widely distributed.  There is no reason that 

the Good News magazine should not be purchased by those who are engaged in evangelism work outside 

the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  The number of magazines printed in 2018 was 16,000.  The 

production cost was just over 18p per copy.  In this instance, the low unit cost of the Good News is 

attributed to the much higher annual print run which enables the costs to be absorbed much more 

effectively.  The total outlay for the Good News magazine is recovered either from local congregations or 

Home & Foreign Missions. 

2.4 Subscriptions and Distribution  

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Isobel McQueer for her considerable work as Subscriptions Secretary, 

and to Mr Bill McQueer who distributes the magazine in an efficient manner.  As already stated, the 

Committee has established deadlines by which the magazine editors are to have their materials with the 

current printers, Quinn’s (Belfast), in order that an improved delivery date to congregations is maintained.  
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When the Committee, editors and our distribution manager endeavour to ensure that the magazines arrive 

with subscribers when they should, this is merely a service which should be expected.  

3.  Publications 

3.1 New Publications 

Generally, new publications are most likely to appear in the ‘Finding out about…’ series.  This series deals 

with issues of theological and practical importance to our people, and arguably Christians throughout the 

wider church.  The Committee felt that over the past few years titles have not sold as well as the Committee 

would have expected.  It is through Ministers and Interim Moderators that first contact is made between the 

Committee and our people to alert them to the availability of a new title.  Ministers and Interim Moderators 

are encouraged to promote the publications of our Church.  It is a sad characteristic of the age that print 

material is slow to move, and therefore the Committee has decided over the past few years to place a 

temporary moratorium on the printing of materials in the ‘Finding out about…’ series. 

3.2 Future Publications  

Booklets 

At the time of writing, booklets on the following subjects for the ‘Finding out about…’ series are at various 

stages of development: Church Discipline (draft submitted), Church Membership (final text submitted), 

Eldership (final text submitted), Funerals (draft submitted), Marriage (draft in preparation, based on an 

address given at the 2017 Spring Conference). 

Books 

History of the Division of 2000   

The General Assembly in 2008 granted the crave of the Free Presbytery of Caithness & Sutherland for the 

writing of a history of the events leading up to, and after, the Division of 2000.  Rev. James I. Gracie has 

been tasked with this work; Mr Lindsay MacCallum acts as Consultant.  

Last year the Committee stated clearly that if it could not report adequate progress being made towards 

publication of the book to the 2019 General Assembly, then the Committee would be left with no other 

option but to seek the approval of the Assembly for others to be enlisted to expedite the completion of the 

work.  The Committee are glad to report that, in their view, significant progress has been made.  The 

Committee, however keep this item firmly under review and expect the work pace to be accelerated.   

Subordinate Standards of the Free Church of Scotland   

Last year the Committee accepted an addendum from the floor of the General Assembly to direct the 

Publications Committee to publish a new edition of The subordinate Standards & Other Authoritative 

Documents of the Free Church of Scotland.  A Sub-committee comprising Rev. Greg MacDonald 

(Convener), Rev. Warren E Gardner and Mr Donald Morrison were appointed by the Committee and  

reported to the March meeting of the Committee that progress on drawing together documents was well 

under way. 

Other Publications  

In 2016 the Committee requested Rev. Raymond Kemp and Rev. Trevor Kirkland to produce a script for 

publication on the Church’s principles, beliefs and practice.  It is felt that such a publication is needed and 

will prove useful not only for our people, young and old, but also as a way to introduce Free Church 

principles as practised by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) to others.  This work is in progress but 

other demands from the wider Church have impeded progress; the Committee have urged Mr Kemp and Mr 

Kirkland to make this a matter of some priority.  

After representations from Rev. John Keddie, a paper originally produced for the Legal Advice & Property 

Committee on Psalmody in the Free Church of Scotland and published on the website of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing), was authorised for print, but cost figures have been greater than those upon which 

the Committee based their decision.  The book is an important work, and the Committee are looking at 
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ways to print the book under the title Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church of Scotland, not excluding the 

possibility of an e-book.   

3.3 Storage and Distribution  

Mr Bill McQueer has responsibility for the storage and distribution of the Committee’s stock of 

publications.  We are grateful to him for meeting the orders which come in from congregations and 

individuals for the Church’s publications. 

3.4 Books  

The Committee has thus far managed to disperse about half its book stock.  These have been sold at a 

greatly reduced price, and the Committee are thankful to note that many will have been able to purchase 

good books who may not have been otherwise able to do so.  The Committee will be seeking ways of 

disposing of the remainder of its stock.  

The Committee are aware that some disappointment may exist that books may not be available for purchase 

at conferences or the General Assembly as a result of its Books Organiser no longer being present.  

However, the provision of literature at the General Assembly, for instance, is outside the remit of the 

Publications Committee, and any representations or notes of interest from booksellers should be referred in 

the first instance to the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee. 

4.  Website and Social Media 

4.1 Website 

A small denomination can today have a global presence and reach.  The Church’s website is often the first 

contact that many throughout the world have with the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).  The website, 

therefore, must be updated regularly to take account of changes in personnel, contact details, etc.  However, 

this information is only as good as the information which is relayed to those who have oversight of the 

website.  For the website to work as it should it is vital that any such changes are indicated immediately, 

and links at the foot of the relevant page enable this to be done. 

The Committee recognise that the website, which generally runs well, is in need of some redesign or 

perhaps a rebuild.  This has proved to be a difficult decision to make and the Committee have again 

submitted £2,000 in their draft budget for 2020 to enable this project, should it be deemed necessary.  

The Committee are grateful to all who provide written and audio materials for the website, though sadly this 

has greatly diminished over the past year.  The Committee thank the current Editorial Overseers, Rev. John. 

J. Murray, Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Andrew R. Allan; and Rev. Bert Pohl, who continuing as 

Technical Overseer maintains a keen interest in the working of the site to its full potential. 

The Committee after due consideration have concluded that a fair division of work and responsibility would 

seem to indicate that Editorial Overseers of the website should not have editorial oversight of the 

magazines, for example.  The Committee believe that it would be a worthwhile idea to appoint an office-

bearer of the Church specifically to deal with digital media, with the designation of ‘Digital Editor’ and they 

seek the General Assembly’s approval for such, with a possible appointment to be discussed at the June 

meeting and the Committee to work on a job description thereafter. 

4.2 Social Media  

The Church’s Twitter account was launched in June 2015, after receiving the approval of the General 

Assembly of that year.  At the beginning of April 2019, there were 638 followers, (435 in 2018 and 324 in 

2017).  There is a need to ensure a constant supply of tweets: Bible verses, Metrical Psalm verses, 

quotations on Doctrine and on the Christian life, together with the highlighting of new items from the 

Church’s website.  Most days four tweets appear at generally fixed times.  In October 2018 Rev. Raymond 

Kemp resigned from the e-media team with effect from 31st December 2018, but Mr Kemp is willing to 
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cover when required.  The Committee are glad however that Mr Alastair Manderson, Glasgow, has agreed 

to be part of the team and took up duties in January 2019.  

The Facebook page, launched in September 2015, currently has 997 followers, compared to 863 (2018), 703 

(2017) and 557 (2016).  Until recently, maintenance of the Facebook Page was minimal – a tweet from 

Twitter was automatically posted on the other platform and vice versa.  This has now changed, and so the 

work has increased.  The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt who undertakes most of the work in this 

regard. 

When material is uploaded to the website, Twitter and Facebook highlight this material and are effective 

vehicles for increasing website traffic.   

5.  Spring Conference  

The Spring Conference took place on Friday 19th April, in the Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church, Balloch, 

Inverness.  The Conference was chaired by Rev. Henry J.T. Woods (Beauly) and the theme was The 

Biblical Doctrine of Male and Female in Today’s Society.  The speaker at both sessions was Mr Nigel 

Kenny (Scotland Officer, Christian Institute).  The first address was on ‘A Biblical Manifesto’ and the 

second on ‘The Origins and Development of the transgender movement’.  Two Psalmody sessions were run 

by Rev. John Keddie and Mr Peter MacLeod. 

The Committee are thankful to Mr Woods for kindly chairing the Conference, Mr Nigel Kenny as speaker, 

and Rev. John Keddie and Mr Peter MacLeod for running the Psalmody sessions.  They thank all who 

helped in any way with this year’s Conference, in particular the following: Mr and Mrs Glenn Fraser and 

Mrs Debbie Allan for organising and running the catering, assisted by Mrs Jean Keddie; Mr Lindsay 

MacCallum for his work as booking secretary; and Mrs Flora Roberts for organising and running the 

children’s programme. 

Owing to the absence of some of the Conference’s usual attendees this year, the attendance was somewhat 

down on the previous year: 66 (90) adults and 19 children (24).  The Committee will seek ways of 

promoting the Conference and of refining its organisation and running.  

The Conference has always been held on the Friday Public Holiday in Spring and the provisional date for 

next year’s Conference is Friday 10th April 2020 (DV).  A provisional booking has been made for next year 

but plans are to be finalised at the meeting of Committee in June.  

6.  Publications Committee of the Presbytery of the United States of America  

The Committee are heartened to receive, both formally and informally, constant information from the 

Publications Committee of the Presbytery of the United States on that Committee’s plans.  The Presbytery 

of the United States has established Grange Press, named after the Grange cemetery where many of the 

Disruption Fathers have been laid to rest.  A website is also established at www.grangepress.com where all 

the material from the Press is available.  Documents in PDF format are downloadable free of charge, and 

hard copies may be had at a modest cost.  A weekly blog has also been established.  Two issues of The 

Master’s Trumpet have been produced after that periodical had been in abeyance for some years.   

The Presbytery Publications Committee has also sent to press three booklets for publication: The Claims of 

Christ Asserted: The Testimony of the Free Church of Scotland for Today; First Things First (Rev. Robert 

McCurley’s 2017 moderatorial address); and Spending Ourselves for Christ.  A number of other 

publications are planned. 

The Committee are greatly encouraged by this venture, and seek the prayers of the Lord’s people that He 

would continue to provide for this work and bless it to the promotion of His glory throughout the world.  
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7.  Audio Ministry  

The Audio Ministry, which is overseen by Mr Bill McQueer, provides a selection of sermons and lectures in 

CD format for the small cost of £1 each including postage.  This is referred to as the ‘Audio Ministry’, 

because we believe that these sermons are appreciated and enjoyed not only by those within our own 

denomination who are housebound, and also by those outwith our own denomination who crave sound 

teaching, and those in isolated parts of the country.  Sadly, the uptake of CDs has greatly diminished.  This 

may be as a result of the passing of some of our older people, and the popularity of live-streaming and other 

online outlets.  CDs may still be ordered from Mr Bill McQueer, to whom the Committee are thankful for 

attending to these orders.  

8.  The Annals of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000  

In its Report to the 2018 General Assembly, the Committee brought before the wider Church information 

which, despite the Committee’s desires, had the potential to greatly hamper involvement by the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in a project to publish the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  This related to a 

situation which arose from Mr Maurice Grant, Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), working in 

collaboration with Rev. Ronald Christie who, in a private capacity, had maintained an ‘Annals’ website – 

‘Ecclegen’.  This website would now be taken over by Edinburgh Theological Seminary, be transferred to a 

different host (which hosts other sites for ETS), the ‘Free Church’ to assume the costs.  There is evidence 

that some serious interest now exists from all parties that this project, if possible, should proceed.  

The proposed deliverance in 2018 became the Finding of the General Assembly: 

‘8.  The General Assembly thank Mr Maurice Grant for his continuing work on gathering information 

for the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland.  They note the complicating development in publishing 

the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, but in agreeing in principle to the Committee approaching 

the Free Church (Residual) with a view to initiating a ‘collaborative discussion’ particularly, but not 

exclusively, with reference to the period 1989-2000, the General Assembly expect the agreement of 

safeguards to ensure that nothing threatening in the production of the said ‘Annals’ shall take place, or 

anything injurious appears in print to the detriment of those ministers purportedly disciplined in the year 

2000; the Committee, in consultation with the Legal Advice & Property Committee, to report to the next 

General Assembly its findings and recommendations thereanent.’ 

The Committee established a Sub-committee on the ‘Annals’ at its June 2018 meeting, comprising Rev. 

Murdo A.N. Macleod (Convener), Messrs Donald Robertson and Christopher P. Reeder.  This matter has 

moved slowly, but positively.  At the time of writing, no meeting has yet taken place but an agreement has 

been made to meet and representatives from both sides have been appointed.  In welcoming these plans the 

Committee acknowledge that the aforesaid finding of the 2018 General Assembly governs the involvement 

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in any collaborative process to publish the Annals of the Free 

Church of Scotland.   

9.  Disruption 2000 Video  

The Committee still keep the matter under review as to how best to maintain for future generations the 

footage of the events surrounding the Division of 2000, though the Committee’s workload in 2018-2019 has 

prohibited any exploration of incorporating 2000 material in a modern DVD production.    

10.  Media Officer  

The Committee wish to record their thanks to Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s 

Media Officer.  The Committee are conscious that in addition to his role as Media Officer Mr MacLeod 

undertakes other important duties in the wider Church and therefore commend him to the prayers of the 

Lord’s people.  

JOHN N. GILLIES,  Convener 

DAVIDE RATTI,  Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the report of the Committee on Publications and thank the 

Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for their work as 

Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively; 

2.2 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on 

design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer; 

2.3 The General Assembly note the possibility of producing digital editions of the magazines for the 

young people in a user-friendly format, possibly free of charge.  The General Assembly encourage 

the Committee to consider this matter and await the next Report of the Committee with interest; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s magazines; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for 

The Explorer; 

2.6 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.7 The General Assembly amend Act XVIII (Class II) 2017, Act anent Revised Policy for 

Denominational magazine, paragraph 2.3 to read: 

1. The Proof-Readers of the magazine and its supplement shall be at least three in number and 

shall be appointed by the Publications Committee as required; 

2.8 The General Assembly note with thankfulness Mr Derek MacLean’s work of recording the Church 

magazines for the visually impaired.  They commend this important work and encourage ministers 

and others to make this ministry more widely known; 

2.9 The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Campbell for his work in the distribution of tapes of 

recordings to the visually impaired;  

2.10 The General Assembly note the continued drop in circulation of the Free Church Witness and The 

Explorer.  They direct the Committee to investigate and implement a strategy to increase circulation 

of the denominational magazine, and report thereanent to the next General Assembly; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel McQueer for her work as Subscriptions Secretary; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his work as a distributor of the Church’s 

magazines and publications, for his work of production and distribution of audio sermon CDs, and 

for his work in storing and distributing the Committee’s publications; 

3.1 The General Assembly thank all those who have written, or are engaged in writing, material in the 

series ‘Finding out about…,’ but note with great disappointment that wholesome publications in this 

series have by and large not sold in quantity.  Further, the General Assembly note with concern the 

Committee’s temporary moratorium on publishing in this series, and encourage the Committee as 

they oversee this important part of their work, and remind Ministers, Interim Moderators and others 

of their duty to foster the practice of reading amongst our people;  

3.2 The General Assembly note the Committee’s appraisal of the work on the events leading up to and 

following the Division of 2000.  They note that significant progress has been made in this past year 
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and therefore they expect that a conclusion of this work will be reported to the next General 

Assembly; 

3.3 The General Assembly note with encouragement the formation of a Sub-committee to oversee the 

publication of a new edition of The subordinate Standards and Other Authoritative Documents of the 

Free Church of Scotland, and encourage the Committee as they seek the progress and conclusion of 

this task;  

3.4 The General Assembly note the work in progress on the Church’s principles, beliefs and practices 

and the pressing need to have such for our young people and others.  They direct the Committee to 

report significant progress on this publication to the next General Assembly; 

3.5 The General Assembly note the preparation for publication by Mr Maurice Grant and Rev. John 

Keddie of the book entitled Metrical Psalmody in the Free Church of Scotland, and direct the 

Committee in conjunction with the authors to take all possible steps to have this work published as 

soon as practicable; 

3.7 The General Assembly note that work has progressed on the Committee’s disposal of its book stock, 

and are thankful that many are in possession of worthwhile reading material at a reduced cost; 

4.1 The General Assembly note the value of the internet when used in a right and Christian way.  In 

commending the Committee for their caution in assessing the best way forward for contemporising 

the aesthetics and structure of the denominational website, they direct the Committee to make 

whatever decision is necessary as soon as possible so that the denomination is not adversely 

disadvantaged by that which may be outdated; 

4.2 The General Assembly thank those who presently operate the Church website, especially Rev. Bert 

Pohl as technical overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. John J. Murray 

as editorial overseers; 

4.3 The General Assembly approve the appointment of a ‘Digital Editor’ from among the office-bearers 

of the Church, and direct that his job description be laid before the next General Assembly; 

4.4 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s use of a Twitter account and a Facebook 

page continues to attract new followers.  They thank Rev. David M. Blunt for much of the work on 

the social media platforms, and they welcome Mr Alastair Manderson to his new role and pray that 

the spread of Scripture through these social media platforms may be a blessing to many; 

5. The General Assembly thank everyone involved in the organising and running of the recent Spring 

Conference, including Culloden-Balloch Baptist Church which granted the use of their building once 

again.  They urge ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly in noting with satisfaction the establishment of a Publications Committee 

within the Presbytery of the United States, are thankful that major progress has been made, and 

commend the work to the prayers of the Lord’s people, commending the publications produced to a 

wider readership;  

8. The General Assembly note the establishing of a Sub-committee dealing with the issue of the 

‘Annals of the Free Church of Scotland’ and the progress made thus far.  They wish, if possible, to 

see this work continue under parameters the General Assembly laid down last year;  

9. The General Assembly note that footage from the events surrounding the Division of 2000 may not 

be of a quality acceptable today, but they encourage the Committee to find some time to give 
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attention to safeguarding this material for the stand taken for future generations, perhaps as part of a 

wider production; 

10. The General Assembly thank Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat) for his work as the Church’s Media 

Officer over the past year and commend him to the prayers of the wider Church. 
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REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  

IV. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

In the Gospel according to Mark we read the words of our Lord to his disciples, “Suffer the little children to 

come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).  One commentator 

says the following: We must never allow ourselves to suppose that little children’s souls may be safely left 

alone.  They are never too young to learn evil and sin.  They are never too young to receive religious 

impressions.  They think in their childish way about God, and their souls, and the world to come, far sooner 

and far deeper than most people are aware.  They each have a conscience.  God has mercifully not left 

himself without a witness in their hearts, fallen and corrupt as their natures are.  They each have a soul that 

will live forever in heaven or in hell.  We cannot begin too soon to endeavour to bring them to Christ. 

Whilst recognising that the primary responsibility for the welfare of youth lies with their parents, the 

Committee have been active in seeking the spiritual welfare of the young people within the Church.  

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus 

The updated Sabbath School Workbooks offer excellent material for Sabbath schools.  The infant (Grade 

One) material is on a three-year cycle, with the other grades on a four-year cycle.  

3.  Sabbath School Exams  

The annual examinations were held and attracted twenty-seven entrants.  Of these, twelve were from Grade 

2 (Junior) and fifteen from the Bible Class Grade.  The Bible Class winner was Matthew Keddie of 

Shettleston, and the Grade 2 winner was John MacDonald of Stornoway.  A full list appears as an Appendix 

to this report.  The Committee are grateful to those who give of their time to prepare, print and distribute the 

examination papers and those that mark them.  

4.  Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize  

The Committee revised the Memorial Prize this year.  The purpose of the prize is to aid Scripture 

memorisation, both of the list of the Books of the Bible, and also individual passages of Scripture.  There 

are now five sections aimed at ages ranging from 4-16 years.  Grade 1: Psalm 23; Grade 2: Books of the 

New Testament and Psalm 100; Grade 3: Books of the Old Testament and Psalm 84; Grade 4: Matthew 5:1-

12 and Psalm 67; and Grade 5: Ephesians 1:1-12 and Psalm 46.  It is hoped that this revision will increase 

the number of participants in the scheme. 

The number of children involved is up on last year and the Committee are encouraged by this upturn in 

participation (see Appendix).  The Committee are grateful to Dr Murchison for continuing to provide the 

funds that enable the Committee to offer this award.  Participants receive a book token to the value of £10.  

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme  

The Committee are delighted to see that there were seven youngsters who achieved different awards, 

including five from the United States of America (see Appendix).  As with the Maurine Murchison Award, 

the Committee would encourage parents and Sabbath Schools to seek ways in which they can promote this 

worthwhile scheme.  Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound Bible.   

6.  All-Age Holiday  

The General Assembly agreed last year that the All-Age Holiday would not be held this year.  The 

Committee, conscious of disappointment in the wider Church, have been looking at ways whereby it might 

be possible to hold the holiday biennially.  The Committee have to report that, despite advertising for a new 
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Organiser, none have been forthcoming.  Without an Organiser, there can be no future for the All-Age 

Holiday. 

7.  Youth Camps 

As in previous years, the Junior Camp and Senior Camp shared the excellent facilities available in 

Badaguish, near Aviemore.  However, due to an administrative error,the facility at Badaguish was double-

booked.  This resulted in the camp having to relocate to the Kingsview Centre in and around Inverness for 

the first few days.  This enabled the campers to worship in FC(C) congregations around Inverness on the 

Lord’s Day.   

There were 17 junior campers and 6 seniors.  Rev. Greg MacDonald led the Junior Camp and the topic was 

“Why we do what we do” covering church distinctives.  Rev. James MacInnes led the Senior camp and his 

topic was “A Christian Worldview”.  The campers were attentive in the daily dorm discussions and in the 

projects in the afternoon.  The willing team of leaders comprised Joan MacKintosh, Maryanne Gillies and 

Isobel Campbell, covering the catering, with Kevin MacDonald, Katrina MacKay, Matthew Kirkland, 

Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn, Abigail Mackay and Neil Smith.  The campers engaged enthusiastically in 

an exhausting variety of activities, both around Inverness and in Aviemore.  

Due to the exceptional circumstances, the camps reported higher costs last year, and an overall loss of 

approximately £1500. 

The Committee express its thanks to the Kingsview Christian Centre for their help with accommodation, 

and to the Congregations of Inverness, Duthil-Dores and Kilmorack & Strathglass for hospitality given to 

the campers.  The Committee commend this work to the prayers of the denomination. 

8.  Christian Education 

The Committee maintains an active interest in the vital area of Christian Education.  The Committee 

receives updates on Providence Christian School, Stornoway, and Sunrise Christian School, Glasgow. 

During the year, the Committee has been seeking to implement the finding of last year’s Assembly.  Work 

on a page for the Church website has begun, and it is hoped that this will be available in the near future.  

The Committee has organised a Conference on Christian Education.  After consultation with Presbyteries, it 

was agreed to hold the Conference on Christian Education in Partick Free Church (Continuing), Glasgow, at 

7.00 pm on Friday, 24th May, DV, immediately following the General Assembly.  The Committee express 

its thanks to the American brethren who have agreed to speak at the Conference on their experiences of 

Christian education.  A dedicated fund for Christian Education has yet to be implemented.  The Committee 

commend all those involved in the Christian education of youth, whether at home or in schools, to the 

prayers of the Church. 

9.  Bible Bee 

The Committee was delighted to be informed that Grace Wanliss from our Greenville congregation won the 

National Bible Bee of America, a prestigious and very demanding competition in Biblical memorisation.  

The Committee congratulate her on her achievement, and commend the memorisation of Scripture to our 

children and young people. 

10.  Clerk  

The Committee wish to record their thanks to their Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod. 

RICHARD R. ROSS,  Convener  

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD,  Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;  

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;  

3. The General Assembly commend to all the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks;  

4. The General Assembly thank those who teach in the Sabbath Schools and who so freely give of their 

time;  

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and marking the 

annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;  

6. The General Assembly commend the revised Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate 

those who participated this year;  

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and encourage Sabbath 

School Superintendents to continue to promote it;  

8. The General Assembly thank Kingsview Christian Centre for helping to accommodate our Youth 

camps at short notice; 

9. The General Assembly thank Rev. James MacInnes and Rev. Greg MacDonald for their faithful 

leadership of the Youth Camps; they also thank Joan MacKintosh, Maryanne Gillies, Isobel Campbell, 

Kevin MacDonald, Katrina Mackay, Matthew Kirkland, Rachel Craig, Sophie McGlynn, Abigail 

Mackay and Neil Smith, and would commend the work of the camps to the prayers of the Church;  

10. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to establish a dedicated fund to support Christian 

Education, whether at home or in Christian schools; 

11. The General Assembly note with approval the organisation of a conference in Glasgow dedicated to 

Christian Education, and commend this conference to the wider Church; 

12. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian education to the prayers of the Church. 
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APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations  2018-2019 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:   

 

Bible Class Grade 

 

15 took part in the examination  

 

Prizewinner: Matthew Keddie, Shettleston 

 

Cross Hugh MacDonald, Heidi MacLeod, Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod 

Duthil-Dores Emily Hutton, Kenneth Hutton 

Knock & Point Alexander Macleod, Ruaraidh Macleod 

Shettleston Matthew Keddie, Elizabeth Keddie 

Stornoway Lydia MacDonald, Thomas Craig, Susanna MacDonald, Sarah Craig, 

Tarbat Ethan C. Macleod 

 

Sabbath School Grade 2 

 

12 took part in the examination 

 

Prizewinner: John MacDonald, Stornoway 

 

Cross Annie MacDonald, Owen MacDonald 

Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison, Lewis Fraser, Ewen Hutton, Jonathon Brooks 

 Lois Brooks, Calvin Nicolson 

Shettleston Thomas Keddie, Hannah Keddie 

Stornoway John MacDonald, Katie MacKenzie, 

Tarbat Malcolm S. MacLeod  

 

 Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

Grade 1 Portree Benjamin D. Ross 

 Stornoway Marybeth MacDonald 

 Duthil-Dores  Joanna Brooks 

Grade 2 Duthil-Dores  Anna Marie Morrison 

 Stornoway Peter MacDonald, Kenneth MacDonald 

Grade 3 Duthil-Dores Callum Arie Morrison 

 Stornoway John MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, Susanna MacDonald 

Grade 4 Duthil-Dores  Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks 

   

 Catechism Diploma 

Gold Greenville USA Grace E. Wanliss 

 Stornoway John MacDonald 

Silver Greenville USA Grace H. Reeder, Zoë L. Reeder,  

 Stornoway Sarah Craig 

Bronze Greenville USA Charis B. Humby, Sophia J. Wanliss 
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V. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION COMMITTEE  

1.  Introduction 

The Committee are charged by the General Assembly to oversee all the financial affairs of the 

denomination and to seek to exercise wise stewardship of these resources. 

The Committee have undertaken a lot of work during the past year; work that, it is hoped will be of benefit 

to the Church as a whole.  The Committee have sought to fulfil their duties in a fair and consistent manner, 

always conscious of the fact that the Church is not a mere ‘business’ regulated by business standards, but a 

Presbyterian denomination regulated by biblical standards. 

2.  Income  

Total income for 2018 was £926,397, an increase of £109,162 (13%) compared to 2017.  This increase is 

largely the result of a payment of £78,605 received for the repayment of the mortgage on the manse for the 

Edinburgh Congregation. 

 

Congregational Remittances (including Gift Aid) totalled £648,626.  Despite the budget for 2018 projecting 

a deficit of £3,482, we are thankful to the Lord that there was a surplus (after a £35,000 revaluation of fixed 

assets) for the year of £20,160 (£39,755 in 2017).  

 

Two legacies totalling £56,523 were bequeathed to the Church this year.  The Committee would draw the 

attention of the Church to the leaflet, Remembering the Church in your Will, which should be available in 

each Congregation. 

  

Total Gift Aid tax reclaimed and credited centrally was £129,740, a decrease of £3,253 compared to 2017.  

It should be noted that this represents 20% of all Congregational Remittances; an additional £31,179 was 

reclaimed in the year via Gift Aid but was returned to local Congregations.  It is important to maximise the 

claim made under Gift Aid, and the Committee would encourage the Church to promote this within each 

Congregation.  The Committee are grateful to Congregational Treasurers for recording and submitting the 

necessary information to claim Gift Aid, and the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme. 

 

Total Central Building Fund income was £180,757 (2017: £90,535); this figure comprises Mortgage 

repayment income of £138,576 (2017: £82,955), net Central Building Fund remittances of £8,350 (2017: 

£7,581) (a decrease of 9% from 2017) and a legacy of £33,831.  During the year seven grants, totalling 

£49,000 were paid out of the Central Building Fund.  The current balance in the Central Building Fund is 

£57,997 (2017: £88,492). 

3.  Expenditure  

Total expenditure for 2018 was £941,237 – an increase of £163,757 (21%), mostly accounted for by two 

payments totalling £112,435 to repay in full the Edinburgh manse mortgage, and grants of £34,000 which 

have been paid out in the year to congregations, £20,000 to Aberdeen FC(C), and £7,000 to Aberdeen and 

Portree). 

Payroll costs were £561,251, an increase of £22,872 (4%) compared to 2017. Payroll costs represent 87% of 

congregational remittances.  The other major expenditure was mortgage loans repayments totalling 

£197,151 for five properties. 
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4.  Net Assets  

At the end of 2018, the total net assets of the denomination amounted to £1,065,457, an increase of £20,160 

(2%) since 2017.  This figure is comprised of cash funds of £395,010; net fixed assets of £637,144; stock of 

£2,796; loans due of £91,649; Gift Aid due of £71,983; other debtors of £413; less property mortgage loans 

repayable to Stewardship of £127,700 and net current liabilities of £5,838.  

Restricted Funds amount to £135,943 (£153,660 in 2017). 

5.  Budgetary Planning  

The Committee are grateful to Clerks and Conveners of Standing and Special Committees of Assembly for 

their timely submissions of their 2020 Draft Budgets. 

The Committee, having approved all the Draft Budgets, noted the projected deficit of £106,330 and 

recommend that the 2020 Draft Budget be noted and approved by the General Assembly.  As is customary 

there will be an opportunity at the General Assembly for Conveners of Standing and Special Committees to be 

questioned regarding specific details of their respective Committee Budgets. 

 

The Unclassified Budget includes provision for payroll costs for 20 ministers along with 2 stipends for the two 

current Divinity Students who are expected to be eligible for a call from the latter half of 2019. 

6.  Annual Analysis of Congregational Accounts  

The Committee thank the General Treasurer for his analysis of Congregational Accounts and Statistical 

Schedules; this information will be circulated at the General Assembly.  This detail is provided to help give a 

realistic ‘snap-shot’ of the current situation, to encourage a prayerful concern throughout the Church, and to 

assist in future planning. 

7.  Congregational Monthly Remittances 

The Committee appreciate the commitment of Congregational Treasurers, each of whom, in addition to local 

responsibilities, liaises with the Financial Administrator at the beginning of each month. 

The Financial Administrator must forward updated Congregational Remittance figures for inclusion in the 

Free Church Witness magazine at the beginning of every month.  Additionally, in January, the final figures for 

the whole previous year must be confirmed for submission to the Church’s auditors.  It is important that these 

figures from each congregation are confirmed by the Congregational Treasurer, and any discrepancy brought 

to the attention of the Financial Administrator, as soon as practicable.  

The Committee ask that Congregational Treasurers advise the Financial Administrator in advance of any 

periods when they will not be available to confirm these figures. 

8. Funding Arrangements for Candidates for the Ministry 

The Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee were instructed by the 2018 General Assembly to 

review the funding arrangements for Candidates for the Ministry.  After being consulted by the Training of 

the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the Committee, in consultation with the General Treasurer, reported 

that in their opinion there are no real consequences arising from the proposed change from a loan to a grant 

only system for ministerial candidates.  Obviously, any proposed change to current legislation will have to be 

reported by the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee. 

  

9. Student Loan Repayment 

The Committee, having oversight of the repayment of student loans, investigated whether there was any way 

to remove the burden of the student loans awarded to students of the denomination.  It was noted that there 

could be tax implications should they simply be written off.  The Committee further noted that the student 

loans scheme was based on the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) scheme, inclusive of its 

repayment threshold, and that the SAAS repayment threshold was now at £18,935 (April 2019) and that 9% 
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of the remaining gross stipend would be the annual loan repayment, realising credit payments from each loan 

recipient of £141.00 per annum.  These loans, are not inflation linked, so over a 30 year term they will, in real 

terms, have little financial value to the denomination, and it is also highly unlikely that the debt would be 

paid off.  The Committee also noted that the Scottish government have committed to raising the payment 

threshold to £25,000 by April 2021.  The Committee therefore resolved to raise the repayment threshold to 

the equivalent of the Equal Dividend, thus effectively ensuring the cessation of student loan repayments to 

the denomination as of the 5th March 2019.  

10.  Denominational Property Loans  

Seven of our congregations have loans out on their property in favour of the denomination.  Over the year the 

Committee discussed means by which congregations could be assisted to become free of their property debt 

to the denomination.  The rationale behind this was that as long as our congregations are laden with such debt 

it inhibits their remittances to Central Funds in support of the ministry.  The Committee are therefore 

considering how best to implement an equitable grant only award system for improvement/maintenance 

works (funds permitting), together with establishing a system where existing denominational loans are 

written off without having a detrimental effect on the Church’s accounts. 

11.  Loans 
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Mortgage Loans due to be 

repaid 

Balance at 31st 

December 2017 

New Loans 

 in 2018 

Repaid 

 in 2018 

Balance at 31st  

December 2018  

     

Edinburgh* 131,436 0 (131,436) 0 

Partick* 62,386 0 (15,047) 47,339 

North Uist & Grimsay* 32,238 0 (15,358) 16,879 

Duthil-Dores* 34,800 0 (21,616) 13,184 

Bracadale & Duirinish 62,117 0 (11,819) 50,298 

Total £322,977 £0,000 £(195,276) £127,700 

     

Loan Denominational 

Funds 

Balance at 31st 

December 2017 

New Loans 

in 2018 

Repaid 

in 2018 

Balance at 31st  

December 2018  

North Uist & Grimsay 48,000 0 0 48,000 

Harris 10,000 0 (4,500) 5,500 

Edinburgh 25,000 0 (5,000) 20,000 

Partick 25,000 0 0 25,000 

Duthil-Dores 25,000 0 0 25,000 

Total Church Loans £133,000 £0 (£9,500) £123,500 

     

Car Loans 20,063 9,900 (14,163) 15,800 

Student Loans** 40,970 6,750 (370) 47,350*** 

Total Loans £194,033 £16,650 (£24,033) £186,650 

*The Mortgage loans figures are net of the £100,000 (4 x £25,000) repaid (see Assembly Report, 2016) on 

behalf of the then four congregations with mortgages, in order to reduce interest costs.  Therefore this 

balance reflects what is due to the Mortgage lender, and not the repayment of £25,000 which is to be repaid 

to the denomination as indicated in the next section of the table.   

**All Student Loans awarded since September 2011 are repayable. 

***This includes an outstanding student loan of £10,987 awarded to a candidate who has since left the 

denomination.  
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12.  General Treasurer’s Department  

Mr Mackay is an excellent help to the Committee and denomination, both in his rôle as General Treasurer, 

and as an Adviser to the Committee.  

The Committee value and appreciate the services of the Financial Administrator, Mrs Muriel Smith, who has 

carried out her duties diligently and efficiently over the past year. 

The services of CIB Audit, Stornoway, have been appreciated and the Committee recommend to the General 

Assembly that they are re-appointed as auditors for the coming year. 

13.  Properties  

Shettleston FC(C) 

As reported at the 2018 General Assembly, the Glasgow Presbytery of the Residual Body of the Free 

Church of Scotland and the Shettleston Deacons’ Court, with the support of the Committee, entered into 

negotiations over the title of the Shettleston Church and manse properties.  A settlement figure was agreed 

upon and the Committee are pleased to report that the transaction for the purchase of the property was 

formally completed in February of this year and that title to both properties is now in favour of the 

Shettleston FC(C) Congregation. 

Ayr FC(C)  

The transaction to purchase the Bethel Mission Hall, 7 Lindsay Street, Ayr, has now been formally 

completed and title in favour of the Church has been forwarded to the Land Register for Registration. 

 

Edinburgh FC(C) 

The Committee are delighted to note that the Edinburgh Congregation has paid off its mortgage in full and 

is now in process of paying off the £25,000 that the denomination had previously paid into its mortgage 

account.  This sum is expected to be paid in full this year, after which the General Trustees will arrange to 

transfer title of the property at 49 Caiyside, Edinburgh, to the trustees of the Edinburgh Congregation. 

Tain  

The property in Tain had fallen into a state of disrepair and had been on the market for many years without 

success.  The Committee decided that this situation could not continue, and so work was carried out to bring 

it up to a very respectable standard.  The revision of the Resident Lay Agent’s working practices made the 

property a suitable base of operations.  Thanks are due to Mr & Mrs Urquhart for overseeing the work and 

for ensuring that the property is now a very good asset to the denomination. 

 

Brora FC(C) 

The Brora Congregation hope to purchase a manse to allow them to call a minister.  The Committee have 

sought to give assistance to the congregation where possible.  With the finances already in their Building 

Fund, and with the Committee agreeing to allow them to pay off their mortgage over an extended period of 

20 years (as opposed to the fifteen year period allowed by Stewardship), a proposed package has been put 

in place which will give the congregation the funds to call a minister.  It is hoped that the congregation can 

now move forward with its plans. 

Property Grants 

In applying the terms of the ‘Central Building Fund Guidelines’ (paragraph 17) the Committee were in a 

position to make further equal grant payments in 2019 (in addition to the grant payments under section 3 

which details expenditure for year-end 31 December 2018) totalling £30,000 to the following six 

Congregations: Aberdeen FC(C); Portree FC(C); Duthil-Dores FC(C); Partick FC(C); North Uist & 

Grimsay FC(C) and Bracadale & Duirinish FC(C), thereby further reducing their mortgage loan debt. 
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14.  Support of Mission Work 

The denomination continues to support the work of the Gospel both within Scotland and in relation to its 

various missionary endeavours furth of Scotland.  Over the past year financial expenditure totalling £74,542 

was given as follows: 

Sri Lanka £30,187; Ballyclare & Doagh £6,000; Zambia School Work £900; Home Missions Work 

£26,800; Gospel Fund £8,226; Christian Witness to Israel £800; the balance (£1,629) represents Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee expenses. 

Thanks to a legacy having been bequeathed to the denomination, the Committee has awarded grant 

payments of £22,300 to the Mission work in Sri Lanka.  The majority of this amount (£20,000) is for the 

new place of worship in Vavuniya. 

15.  Wills Leaflet  

The Committee updated the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will in 2017.  Copies of these leaflets 

are to be circulated with the Free Church Witness magazine periodically.  Additional copies are available to 

Congregational Treasurers for distribution.   

(B) SUSTENTATION 

16.  Stipend Review 

The Committee carried out its annual review of stipend in accordance with its Memorandum on Procedure.  

The last increase in ministerial stipend was in July 2018.  The Committee are recommending to the General 

Assembly that there be no increase in the ministerial stipend during the current year and that the Equal 

Dividend remains at £20,500; payroll cost from 1st July 2019 for each minister is £24,598. 

17.  Death-in-Service Scheme 

At the 2018 General Assembly, the present Death-in-Service Scheme passed into legislation [Act V. (Class 

II) 2018].  However, concerns were expressed on the floor of the Assembly regarding an inequity within the 

Scheme whereby dependants of ministers who had attained the age of seventy would receive considerably 

less from the Scheme than those under the age of seventy [£5,000 as opposed to two-and-one-half times 

stipend (at present a total of £51,250)]. 

The Committee agreed to investigate the possibility of recommending an alternative to the current Scheme 

that would be equitable to all ages and that would best serve the interests of the Church. 

The Committee agreed that the present Death-in-Service Scheme (provided by Lutine Assurance Services 

Ltd) did not seem to offer good value for money.  Over the past eighteen years, the Death-in-Service 

Scheme has cost the denomination circa £80,000; thankfully, without any claim having to be made.  The 

continuing cost to the denomination using the present provider would be £8,493 per year (see table below ).    

This scheme, however, would not provide cover for any minister over the age of seventy.  In order to 

provide equitable cover for those over the age of seventy the denomination itself would have to underwrite 

all their potential Death-in-Service benefits (i.e. at present £51,250 each).  The Committee agreed that this 

would carry with it too great a financial risk to the denomination and they could not, therefore, recommend 

this way forward. 

The Committee went on to consider whether changing to another provider (Canada Life) might effect 

substantial savings.  The relevant costs are as follows: 
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Provider Termination Age Free Cover Limit Unit Rate Annual Premium inc. Loading 

Lutine The greater of 65 or State 

Pension Age. 

£155,000 7.970 £8,493 

Canada Life* 70 £550,000 4.631 £4,820 

Canada Life** 75 £550,000 4.631 £5,485 
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*It should be noted there is an initial fee of £2,652 plus VAT (£3,182) to switch to Canada Life.  

**No provider is willing to provide Death-in-Service to those over the age of seventy-five. 

Taking account of the initial switching fee and the consequent slight increase in cost in the first year, the 

Committee noted that there would still be substantial savings over the long term in changing the Death-in-

Service provider from Lutine to Canada Life, and for better cover provided. 

The Committee further agreed to examine whether it was the best use of the denomination’s resources to 

outsource the Death-in-Service scheme.  The Committee, therefore, proceeded to consider a suitable self-

funded scheme. 

The Committee noted that most employers today do not provide a Death-in-Service scheme for their 

employees — modern pension plans largely remove the need for such a scheme.  However, the Committee 

agreed that the Church is not akin to any other employer, and should demonstrate, at a very difficult time, a 

loving concern for the grieving relatives of those who have given faithful service to the denomination. 

In proceeding to consider such a scheme, the Committee agreed the following: 

 The scheme must be affordable. 

 The scheme must be equitable. 

 The scheme must be workable. 

In light of the above, the Committee agreed that a sum equivalent in total to the Equal Dividend at the time 

of death, paid in twelve monthly instalments, would represent a benefit that the denomination could 

reasonably afford.  The Committee agreed that to assist in its affordability the denomination should ring-

fence funds equivalent to the Equal Dividend (presently £20,500) to ensure that any payments could be 

made. 

Two options were examined by the Committee: 

Option 1 

With this option, benefits would only be paid out to a qualifying dependant (i.e. a widow or a dependant 

child).  However, the Committee considered that such a scheme could be seen to be inequitable in that some 

dependants may qualify while others may not.  Further, and even more crucially, due to the complexity of 

defining a qualifying dependant, this scheme could prove to be not only inequitable but also unworkable.  

The Committee, therefore, are of the view that they could not recommend this option. 

 

Option 2 

With this option, benefits would be paid out to the beneficiaries of every minister dying in service.  Each 

minister can nominate a beneficiary.  With no nominated beneficiary, benefits will be paid to his surviving 

widow.  Where there is no nominated beneficiary and no surviving widow, the benefits will be paid into the 

deceased minister’s estate.  Where the Executor of a Will wishes to wind up the estate, an application may 

be made for any remaining sums to be paid as a lump sum.  The Committee considered this option to be 

equitable and transparent.  They also felt that it was workable. 

 

The Committee, therefore, resolved to recommend to the General Assembly a new Death-in-Service 

Scheme, to replace the existing Death-in-Service Scheme, as set out in the Deliverance. 

18.  Sustentation Fund Review 

The 2018 General Assembly instructed the Committee to review all related Acts of Assembly on 

Sustentation Fund matters, especially Act XVIII (Class II) 1998, Act anent Sustentation Fund and Act XII 

(Class II) 1984, Act anent Equal Dividend Platform – Amending Act XIII 1983.  The Committee, in 

recognising the complexity of the subject matter before them, and desiring that appropriate consultation be 

undertaken, hope to bring an Interim Report to the 2020 General Assembly.  
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19.  Congregations under Special Arrangements 

The Committee commend the Congregations of Aberdeen, Brora, Harris, Knock & Point, North Uist & 

Grimsay and Poolewe & Aultbea to the prayerful concern of the Church.  Each of these Congregations met 

their financial commitments under Special Arrangements.  Ayr became vacant on the 5 May 2018. 

A summary of the Annual Reports received from these congregations is included in Appendix I. 

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed on the Equal Dividend 

Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act VIII 2018 and Act XVIII 1998 for a period of 

five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 

73% of Equal Dividend; 

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Brora be placed on the Equal Dividend Platform under 

Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from the rising 

of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend; 

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Ayr be continued on the Equal Dividend Platform 

under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of two years upon 

condition that: a) they remit 44% of Equal Dividend (currently £9,000) to Central Funds; b) a progress 

report on the Congregation’s finances and statistics be forwarded to the Committee by the Southern 

Presbytery in sufficient time for 3rd March 2020; c) a suitable ‘manse’ property is available before 

Presbytery moderates in a call. 

20.  Changes to Ministerial Personnel 

(C) SUPPLY 

21.  Pulpit Supply 

Once again, on behalf of the denomination, the Committee record their appreciation for the work done by 

retired ministers, divinity students, elders and others, who have provided pulpit supply throughout the 

Church in the past year.  We believe that their labours are not in vain in the Lord. 
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Ordinations & Inductions   

Rev. Murdo MacIver to the pastoral charge of Poolewe & Aultbea 13th April 2018 

   

Translations   

Rev. Gavin Beers from Ayr to Mebane, USA 5th May 2018 

   

Register & Rolls:     

Probationers:     

Rev. Travis Fentiman Licensed by Presbytery of United States 8th November 2013 

   

Register of Ministers without Charge - eligible for call - as at 1st March 2018. 

Nil   

   

Roll of Resigned Ministers   

Rev. John J. Harding   

Rev. Sherman Isbell   

Rev. Bert Pohl   
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22.  Supply Fees and Expenses 

With Supply Fees and Expenses being reviewed triennially they remain as per the review of 2017.  The 

Committee do not propose any change to the current mileage rate of 32p per mile. 

23.  Resident Lay Agent 

Act VII — Act anent Appointment and Employment of Resident Lay Agents and Procedure in Applications 

- was approved by the 2008 General Assembly in order to address the shortage of ministerial personnel.  

The rôle of the appointed Resident Lay Agent has, until the 3rd October 2018, been principally to provide 

pulpit supply and visitation to vacant congregations.  Historically, this has taken the form of servicing two 

such congregations on a two-week per month rotational basis.  These congregations bore the burden of 

reimbursing certain of the Resident Lay Agent’s expenses to the Finance Committee, which payments were 

subsequently credited towards their remittances to Central Funds. 

With the settlement of a minister in the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation, the Committee were placed in 

the position of having to consider fresh duties for the Resident Lay Agent.  In so doing, the Committee 

rejected a request that the Resident Lay Agent be employed for half of each month in a congregation 

already with a settled minister.  The Committee were of the opinion that with the financial restraints 

confronting the denomination, the limited size of our congregations, and with the need for supply provision 

throughout the denomination, no congregation could justify both a minister and a Resident Lay Agent. 

The Committee noted that there was difficulty in selling the denomination’s house at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain.  

In light of this, the Committee considered whether this property could be profitably employed by the 

Resident Lay Agent. The Committee were concerned to ensure that the work of the present Resident Lay 

Agent was meaningful and varied.  In its deliberations, the Committee were mindful of the following: 

 The best interests of the Resident Lay Agent himself; 

 The increasing shortage of Sabbath pulpit supply throughout the denomination; 

 The cost of pulpit supply to all congregations but especially to those who are not able to meet 

the Equal Dividend threshold of £20,500; 

 To develop a system that eases the financial burden on congregations when pulpit supply is required to 

enable such ‘savings’ to be diverted towards remittances to central funds; 

 The Committee circulated all Presbyteries informing them that the services of the Resident Lay 

Agent were available to all presbyteries/congregations, and affording any Presbytery the 

opportunity to object to his deployment within their bounds. The Committee received no such 

objection. 

The Committee agreed on the following guidelines for the Resident Lay Agent: 

 The Resident Lay Agent will be based at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain when working within the 

Northern and Inverness Presbyteries; 

 The services of the Resident Lay Agent are free of charge when he is deployed within a 

congregation for weekend supply along with appropriate congregational visitation. His travel 

expenses will only become chargeable to the congregation when he is invited to cover pulpit 

supply alone; the chargeable amount will be based on the prevalent mileage allowance and 

payment is to be made to central funds via the Financial Administrator and reimbursed to the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee budget; 

 The Resident Lay Agent is encouraged to visit hospitals and Care Homes. Kirk Sessions were 

contacted by the Committee and encouraged to supply the Resident Lay Agent with a list of 

hospitals and Care Homes within their bounds; 

 The Resident Lay Agent is to give preference to vacant congregations, to provide ministerial 

holiday cover, and is to be available in any emergency situations that may arise; 

 It is at the Committee’s discretion to restrict the number of times within a calendar year that a 

congregation can have the benefit of the services of the Resident Lay Agent paid by the 

Committee. As a guide, the Committee considered four times per year per congregation to be 
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reasonable (six times per year within the Resident Lay Agent’s own congregation); 

 The Resident Lay Agent will continue to give supply one weekend in each month in 

the Assynt & Eddrachillis Congregation. 

The Committee would like to draw attention to the online calendar ( www.lay-agent.webeden.co.uk) s e t  

u p  to help with the Resident Lay Agent’s itinerary.  Any minister desiring to book the Resident Lay Agent 

should do so via the Clerk to the Committee. 

A review of the Resident Lay Agent’s revised rôle shall take place in October 2019. 

(D) CONCLUSION  

The Committee, which continues to have had a heavy workload over 2018, greatly appreciate the diligent 

and conscientious work of the Clerk, Mr Murdo Murray.  

The Committee value the support and expertise provided through the advice of Mr Murray Mackay the 

General Treasurer, who in the absence of an adviser from the General Trustees, has acted as a liaison with 

that Committee, which he also advises.  

JAMES I. GRACIE,  Convener 

CALUM SMITH,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation Committee and 

thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their stewardship of the financial affairs 

of the Church during the past year;  

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty God in the provision 

for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every congregation for their sacrificial support of the 

Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the Gift Aid Scheme 

and encourage each congregation to promote the benefits of using the scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation Committee that the 

Draft Budget for 2020 be approved and note that there is a projected deficit of £106,330; 

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund and encourage 

each congregation to support it; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the satisfactory relationship with Stewardship and note that all 

financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past year; 

8. The General Assembly remind Deacons’ Courts that Applications for property funding from the 

Central Building Fund must be made via the formal application process, details of which can be 

obtained from the Clerk to the Finance & Sustentation Committee; 

9. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt submission of Statistical 

Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

10. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for managing financial 

affairs at a congregational level.  They draw the attention of all Congregational Treasurers to the 
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importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a 

monthly basis by the Financial Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st 

December figures; 

11. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £20,500 from 1st July 2019; 

12. The General Assembly remind all congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st July 2018 for each 

minister is £24,598; 

13. The General Assembly exhort congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each month, a minimum of 

75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, in order to ensure financial support for 

the Gospel ministry; 

14. The General Assembly approve of the action taken by the Committee whereby student loans owed to 

the denomination are, in effect, no longer repayable; 

15. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue in its investigation of how best to write off 

denominational property loans; 

16. The General Assembly are pleased to note that the Shettleston Congregation has gained titles to their 

Church building and Manse; 

17. The General Assembly are pleased to note the purchase of the Bethel Mission Hall, 7 Lindsay Street, 

Ayr; 

18. The General Assembly instruct the General Trustees to begin the process of having title of the property 

at 49 Caiyside, Edinburgh, transferred to Local Trustees of the Edinburgh Congregation upon final 

receipt of the outstanding Church loan being received by the General Treasurer; 

19. The General Assembly note that the Tain property is now in a habitable state and is being profitably 

used by the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly thank Mr & Mrs Urquhart for all their work 

in this regard; 

20. The General Assembly note that there is now a financial package in place which will allow the Brora 

Congregation to move forward with their plans; 

21. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to those 

congregations who are servicing mortgage loans; 

22. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial support given towards the new place 

of worship in Vavuniya, Sri Lanka; 

23. The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church when drawing up 

their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will to the attention of our 

congregations;  

24. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the continued dedication and 

professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his duties in the past year; 

25. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her diligence and 

efficiency over another year; 

26. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of the Church over the 

past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;  
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27. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our congregations and the particular 

challenges faced at local level; 

28. The General Assembly approve the revised Death-in-Service Scheme and direct that it be operated in 

the following terms: 

1. The creation of a ring-fenced Death-in-Service account with funds not less than the Equal 

Dividend in any year; this fund to be built up over three years. 

2. Upon the death of a minister in service, and upon notification being received by the General 

Treasurer from the relevant Presbytery Clerk, a sum equivalent in total to the Equal 

Dividend at the time of death shall be paid in twelve monthly instalments over the following 

year into the account of (a) a nominated beneficiary, or (b) the widow of the deceased 

minister, or (c) the Estate of the deceased minister. 

3. Each minister in service shall be encouraged to inform the General Treasurer of his 

nominated beneficiary.  The General Treasurer will keep this information in the strictest 

confidence. 

4. In exceptional circumstances, and upon application being made by the Executor of the Will, 

consideration shall be given to paying the full balance of the moneys into the Estate of the 

deceased person as a lump sum. 

5. The Death-in-Service account shall be used to fund the Scheme as necessary.  If the Death-

in-Service account be depleted by the payment of Death-in-Service benefit(s) under the 

Scheme, payments to the Death-in-Service account shall recommence until such time as a 

sum equivalent to at least the Equal Dividend has been restored. 

6. In the event of retirement from the ministry due to terminal illness, payments of the benefit 

shall commence (effective from the date of retirement) upon a report being received from 

the Church’s Chief Medical Officer. 

7. Death-in-Service Benefit of an amount equal to one times salary shall similarly be paid to 

each of the employees of the Church at the time of his/her death, and upon the equivalent 

terms as above. 

8. The new Death-in-Service arrangements shall take immediate effect upon the Policy 

currently held with Lutine Assurance Services Limited expiring.  

The General Assembly repeal Act V. (Class II) 2018, Act anent Death-in-Service Scheme; 

29. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh be placed on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act VIII 2018 and Act XVIII 1998 

for a period of five years from the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to 

remit to Central Funds 73% of Equal Dividend; 

30. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Brora be placed on the Equal Dividend Platform 

under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of five years from 

the rising of this Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 73% of 

Equal Dividend; 

31. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Ayr be placed on the Equal Dividend Platform 

under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 for a further period of two years upon 

condition that: a) they remit 44% of Equal Dividend (currently £9,000) to Central Funds; b) a progress 
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report on the congregation’s finances and statistics be forwarded to the Committee by the Southern 

Presbytery in sufficient time for 3rd March 2020; c) a suitable ‘manse’ property is available before 

Presbytery moderates in a call; 

32. The General Assembly instruct the Finance & Sustentation Committee to continue its remit to review 

all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund matters; 

33. The General Assembly note that Supply Expenses will continue at current levels including the mileage 

rate of 32p per mile; 

34. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit supply over the 

past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

35. The General Assembly note and approve of the action taken by the Committee in reviewing the 

rôle of the Resident Lay Agent.  The General Assembly note that the Resident Lay Agent is 

being made available to the wider denomination, and encourage all Kirk Sessions and 

Presbyteries to make use of him in providing pulpit supply and visitation and to provide a list of 

hospitals and Care Homes within their bounds for him to visit; 

36. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr Donald Robertson, 

during the past ecclesiastical year. 
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APPENDIX I 

Annual Report from the Congregations on Special Arrangements 

The following are summaries of the Reports submitted to the Finance & Sustentation Committee by 

ministers of various congregations for whom Special Arrangements were in place during 2018. 

Aberdeen  

The Congregation in Aberdeen continue to show steady progress and have seen a local family come into 

membership and are busy leafleting the area with invitations.  A family may soon be moving away from 

Aberdeen.  The Sunday Sabbath School continues to grow (slowly).  If teacher numbers can be increased it 

may be possible to do more.  There are a few students attending the congregation and this is an 

encouragement. 

The loan repayment has continued to be a source of encouragement and it has again reduced the balance 

owed by a large amount over the year.  This included a payment from the Central Building Fund which was 

greatly appreciated.  

The challenges in Aberdeen are many but it is hoped to see additions to the office-bearers in the year ahead. 

It is trusted that the Lord will continue to bless the Congregation with growth, numerical, financial and 

most of all spiritual.  

Ayr FC(C) 

Since the translation of their former minister on 5th May 2018, the Ayr Congregation continue to serve God 

in their locality and are grateful to the visiting supply who faithfully bring God’s word to us week-by-week, 

and to those in the congregation who take the weekly Prayer Meeting. 

As is normal during a vacancy the numbers attending the services have dropped slightly, but there is still a 

committed group of members who meet faithfully. 

The Congregation are delighted that the purchase of our building is drawing to a satisfactory conclusion and 

hope to take possession in the next few days.  The Congregation will then be able to carry out much-needed 

improvements to the fabric to make the building a more conducive place to meet in for worship; this will be 

a source of encouragement and stimulation. 

Our denomination’s Home Mission Worker conducted extensive house-to-house evangelistic outreach 

during one week in November.  Despite his efforts, and the efforts of others, no new faces appeared. 

The Congregation are prayerfully seeking a pastor and look forward to that time when they will have their 

own minister settled in their midst. 

Brora FC(C) 

Hopes of settlement 

The situation has not changed significantly over the past year.  The Congregation continue to hear both 

students and ministers who might potentially be called. 

Place of Worship 

The Congregation are reasonably well served by access to the Scout Hall in Brora, although that is not 

available for all their meetings in the course of a year and mid-week meetings take place in homes, 

primarily that of Rev. and Mrs Allan Murray. 

Accommodation for Minister 

The Congregation have been actively seeking accommodation for a minister and are currently pursuing the 
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possibility of purchase of a house with assistance from the Central Funds of the denomination.  The 

Congregation have accumulated a building fund of some £97,000 total, the major portion of which would 

be available to put towards the purchase of a house.  The Congregation are at the present moment 

submitting a Sustentation Fund Schedule application for renewal of Special Arrangements.  They are 

seeking from the Finance & Sustentation Committee assistance in a form which is suitable and practicable 

to enable the purchase of a manse and regard this as an urgent priority.  They have, during the vacancy, put 

up some £75,000 to the Central Funds of the Church and are still contributing to Central Funds to the extent 

of some £15,000 per annum, in addition to building up their Building Fund total.  They would hope that if a 

suitable funding arrangement for a manse could be made available from the central resources of the Church 

that the amount being sent up to the Central Funds of the Church would reflect a much-diminished need to 

maintain such a large Fabric Fund. 

Supply 

The relatively remote location of the Congregation from normal sources of supply and the general shortage 

of supply preachers has created difficulties.  Rev. Allan Murray has been exceedingly helpful both in 

locating supply preachers and in filling the pulpit himself at times. 

The Kirk Session now have an arrangement which enables the electronic use of services previously 

recorded onto pen-drive by Edinburgh (or other) Free Church (Continuing) congregations. 

Arrangements are now being implemented to obtain, as may be considered appropriate, the occasional 

services of Mr Donald Robertson. 

The Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court remain positive and helpful and have, in view of the scattered nature 

of the residence of members of both bodies, continued active use of the denomination’s computer and 

telephone conference call link, of which they are deeply appreciative. 

Harris 

The church property at Northton has been greatly enhanced by the completion of a new porch and toilet 

facility.  Presently, the carpark is undergoing its final touches with concrete parking areas for the 

handicapped due to be poured shortly.  This leaves only the interior walls, ceiling and floor of the sanctuary 

to be replaced when funds become available. 

The Congregation are on schedule regarding the repayment of the £10,000 loan from the Church and are 

immensely thankful for the generosity of so many people towards our Fabric Fund.  Our agreed 

contributions to Central Funds has also been maintained and has possibly even slightly exceeded the 

required figure. 

The manse at Strond Road is in good shape for the age of the building and is serving the congregation well.  

The church family at Northton continue in good heart.  Members and adherents faithfully support the diets 

of worship on the Sabbath and means of grace in our prayer meetings.  South Harris doesn’t lend itself to 

many people ‘moving into the area’ except for retired folk from down south, few of whom seem interested 

in the Gospel.  The Congregation are thankful for one family of adherents that did relocate to us from Skye 

and have settled in fairly well. 

The numerics are: 10 members, 23 adherents [attending or associated], 2 Elders. 

The Congregation has several elderly folks.  Like most of our congregations, there is a need of God’s 

blessing in order to bring others into our fellowship to secure the future of the Congregation. 
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Knock & Point 

The Congregation has continued in relative stability over the previous year, with one new member at the 

autumn communion.  Attendances average about 20 on Sabbath mornings, 25 at night, and 8-10 at the 

prayer meeting.  The Sabbath School functions well, and remains a source of encouragement.  Much prayer 

is offered for the children and teenagers of the Congregation, who continue to attend regularly.  

North Uist & Grimsay 

Attendance 

Overall attendances at the services during 2018 were lower than in 2017.  At the end of the year, there were 

fourteen regular attendees at the Sabbath noon service (compared to seventeen in 2017) and thirteen at the 

evening service (compared to fourteen in 2017); the regular number attending the prayer meeting was eight 

(one less than in 2017).  Midway through the year, our only Deacon passed away in sad circumstances; this 

leaves one Elder of our own and we are grateful for the help of the two General Assessors appointed to the 

Congregation by the Presbytery in 2016.  Congregational fellowships were held in the manse during our 

Communion seasons and were enjoyed by those who attended them. 

Finance 

In May 2017 the General Assembly placed the Congregation on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special 

Arrangements for a further period of five years subject to the Congregation “promising to remit to Central 

Funds the sum of £14,500 per annum”. 

The Congregation’s ordinary income in 2018 was £21,862, compared to £22,319 in 2017, a decrease of 

£457 or 2%. 

The Congregation’s total remittance to central funds in 2018 was £15,000, compared to £15,594 in 2017, a 

decrease of £594 or 4%.  The figure represented 69% of net ordinary income, compared to 70% in 2017. 

In addition, the Congregation remitted the sum of £6,844 to the Central Building Fund during 2018, 

compared to £7,864 in 2017, a decrease of £1,020 or 15%. 

Outreach 

The Congregation has a website (www.northuistandgrimsayfcc.org) which provides details of our services 

and recordings of the sermons preached in the congregation.  The site sometimes leads to people who are 

holidaying in North Uist attending our services and it was a pleasure to have fellowship with one couple 

from England who worshipped with us over a period of six weeks in May and June. 

The Congregation receives five free copies of the Church magazines each month which are passed on to 

people beyond the congregation.  One copy is sent to the local library in Benbecula.  It is a reason of 

thankfulness that many homes beyond those represented in the Congregation are open for visitation. 

During 2018, the minister continued to conduct a service of worship every sixth Sabbath afternoon in the 

nursing home at Carinish, which is approximately seven miles from our place of worship in Bayhead.  In 

addition to this, the minister visited the local hospital at Balivanich in Benbecula when aware of people 

from Bayhead and the neighbouring districts who were unwell and receiving care. 

The minister has served as Chairman of the local branch of the Lord’s Day Observance Society since 2009, 

although sadly the branch has been inactive for a number of years. 

Future 

The Congregation are most thankful to our bountiful God for His kindness to us through the liberality of 

His people, both within the Congregation and beyond it; this has enabled us to meet our financial 

commitments once again this past year.  All our trust and hope is in Him alone, and prayer is continued 
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earnestly that He would bless the gospel amongst us and add to the number of His professing people.  So 

then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase (1 

Corinthians 3:7). 

Poolewe & Aultbea 

2018 was an encouraging year for the Congregation; thanks are due to the Almighty for His grace and 

kindness.  A new Minister was ordained and inducted in April, and the Congregation is thankful for a 

regular and consistent ministry.  There is one Elder and a recently ordained Deacon, providing a quorum for 

the Deacons’ Court.  Mr Glenn Fraser, from Inverness, is the appointed Assessor Elder supplementing the 

Kirk Session.  The Congregation are thankful for his diligent and prayerful support. 

There are eight communicant members.  There has been a small increase in adherents attending the services 

and on most occasions, the Wednesday prayer meeting as well.  Weekly attendances are 14-18 at both 

services on the Lord’s Day and 6-9 at the prayer meeting.  There is one child as an adherent now attending 

the Sabbath school on a semi-regular basis. 

A sustained increase in monthly offerings has been noted over the past nine months, enabling the 

Congregation to reach its agreed level of stipend contributions of £11,000 per annum.  The Congregation 

also anticipates being able to meet this target next year.  The Congregation currently worships in the dining 

hall of the local primary school.  While grateful for the Lord’s provision, it is not entirely suitable for the 

public worship of God, and the Congregation are very keen to build a new church.  All congregational funds 

in excess of the £11,000 stipend contribution, once monthly expenses are accounted for, are therefore being 

channelled into the congregation’s New Church Building Fund, in order to keep any future loan application 

to a minimum.  There are no positive developments to report with regards to the building project at this time 

and negotiations between lawyers, surveyors and Council officials are painfully slow.  The Congregation 

wait patiently upon the Lord to remove all these obstacles in accordance with His own Divine mind and 

will. 

While the above are certainly positive developments, it is only right to acknowledge the ageing 

demographics of the Congregation which is of concern to the Kirk Session.  Of the eight communicant 

members only two are under 60; two over 80; two in their 60’s and two in their 70’s.  There is a similar 

picture within the adherent base although a single mother in her 30’s, who attends regularly with her son, is 

a welcome and encouraging addition to the Congregation. 

In common with many the Congregation fervently pray that the Lord might be pleased to add to our number 

and greatly bless the faithful preaching of the Gospel. 
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 VI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

Introduction 

The subjects discussed by the Committee at its various meetings were as follows: 

1.  Kiltearn Funds — Dispute with Bank of Scotland 

2.  Marriage Authorisation — Prescribed Body Status 

3.  General Data Protection Regulation 

4.  Church Property — Bracadale & Duirinish FC(C) 

1.  Kiltearn Funds – Dispute with Bank of Scotland 

The Committee reported last year that the legal agents employed hitherto by our Church, Drummond Miller 

LLP, had indicated that there was no one in their current employment who was qualified to prosecute the 

case against the Bank of Scotland over frozen funds held in the name of the Kiltearn Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing).  Having being directed by the General Assembly to ensure that the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) is adequately represented in all legal matters by legal Agents competent to protect 

and pursue the legal interests of the denomination, the Committee, after exploring various options, and with 

the help of Mr Maurice Grant, retained the services of Lindsays Solicitors, an Edinburgh-based law firm.  

Mr Paul Harper, a Dispute Resolution and Litigation partner of said firm, has oversight of the case and has 

delegated Mr Adam Gardiner, Solicitor, to deal directly with the Committee. 

Mr Gardiner thoroughly reviewed all the documentation relevant to the case and has informed the 

Committee of a number of possible courses of action; this, together with subsequent counsel received from 

him, has compelled the Committee to reassess its approach to the claim the residual Free Church Kiltearn 

Deacons’ Court are making on the accounts in question.  To expedite matters further the Committee sent a 

delegation to Edinburgh on 10th April to further discuss matters in detail with Messrs. Harper and Gardiner.  

Further developments arising from this meeting have yet to be considered by the Committee. 

2.  Marriage Authorisation – Prescribed Body Status 

As reported at the 2018 General Assembly, an application for prescribed body status has been submitted to 

the appropriate authorities within the Scottish Government.  In being granted “prescribed body” status 

under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977, the current practice of having to seek individual authorisations will 

no longer be necessary. 

The ‘Head of Family Law Team’ Mr Simon Stockwell has recently requested information, on ‘sham 

marriage and forced marriage’ and how our seminary students and ministers are instructed and informed in 

these matters.  The Committee, after having consulted with Rev. H. Woods, in his capacity as Lecturer on 

Pastoral Theology, and Mr Maurice Grant, are in the process of responding to this enquiry.  The Committee 

are mindful that current individual authorisations are valid until the end of 2020. 

The Committee would, once again, thank Mr Grant for his continued involvement in this matter. 

3.  General Data Protection Regulation  

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into force on 25th May 2018.  The aim of the GDPR 

is to protect all European Union citizens from privacy and data breaches in today’s data-driven world.  The 

exercise of proper control and management of personal data is fundamental to ensure, and be able to 

demonstrate, compliance with the GDPR.  It is important to remember that many of the GDPR main 

concepts and principles are much the same as those in the previous Data Protection Act (DPA), so if we 
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were properly compliant with the previous law then most of the approach to compliance will remain valid 

under the new legislation. 

The Committee are in the early stages of preparing a Report for the 2020 General Assembly on what 

measures are to be taken to ensure that we are fully GDPR compliant. 

4.  Church Property - Bracadale & Duirinish FC(C) 

The Bracadale & Duirinish Deacons’ Court have been in negotiations with the residual body of the Portree 

Free Church over the ownership of the church property at Struan.  Title to the property is now in favour of 

the Bracadale & Duirinish congregation and has been forwarded to the Land Register for Registration. 

IAIN SMITH, Convener 

CALUM MACLEOD, Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee and 

thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly approve the present course being pursued by the Committee concerning the 

Kiltearn case; 

3. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as it waits upon the Scottish Government for 

confirmation of its application for prescribed body status and thank Mr Maurice Grant for his 

continued involvement in this matter; 

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing work being done to ensure that the denomination is in 

compliance with General Data Protection Regulation; 

5. The General Assembly express gratitude to God that the Bracadale & Duirinish Congregation has 

gained title to the church property at Struan. 
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VII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

The Committee, over the past year, have continued to make representations on a number of issues affecting 

the spiritual and moral well-being of our nation. With such a rapid pace of change affecting the whole of 

society, there is no shortage of areas for engagement.  Nevertheless we do so with the knowledge that we 

bring not our own wisdom, but that of the only wise God and our Saviour.  Our great desire is to see his 

name honoured across our society and nation once more, and to that end we seek to be salty salt.  

One of the more encouraging matters recently has been the indications that local Courts, both Kirk Sessions 

and Presbyteries, are taking up this share of the burden, and making earnest representations across a full 

range of issues, both moral and spiritual.  This has been the desire and strategy of the Committee, and it is a 

matter of thankfulness to our Courts that the Committee gladly acknowledge the increasing rôle being 

played by them in their own localities.  It has become increasingly evident that many representations made 

by the Committee on behalf of the denomination as a whole are being treated with no more weight than a 

letter from a private individual.  Whilst this certainly has caused disappointment and frustration at times, it 

is also a framework within which our local Courts can play an important rôle in mobilising our people to 

engage with the serious matters that plague our society.  

1.  Named Person 

Proposed Named Person legislation has remained on the watch list for the Committee over the past year.  

The Committee are thankful that firm proposals have not yet been brought forward by the Scottish 

Government, and indeed it appears that it is no longer the priority, nor the flagship legislation, that it once 

was.  Nevertheless, the Government has not fundamentally altered its belief in the powers of the state to 

interfere in family life.  It is therefore almost inevitable that similar schemes and related proposals will be 

raised in the future. 

The Committee are continuing their investigation into the relationship between the Named Person 

legislation and existing Child Protection systems, but are not yet in a position to report conclusions to this 

Assembly. 

2.  Smacking Ban 

The Committee have repeatedly raised concerns about proposed changes to the rights of parents to 

administer physical punishment, and follow biblical principles, in raising their children.  Under the title of 

Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill, this legislation, should it pass, would make any 

physical punishment of a child by a parent or guardian a criminal offence. 

Although this Bill is being introduced by John Finnie, MSP, it is supported by the Scottish National Party.  

Very few MSPs have unequivocally condemned the proposals.  At their October meeting the Committee 

agreed that they would seek to prepare two documents giving guidelines for biblical parenting.  These 

documents would hopefully be made available through the denominational magazine or website, and are 

well underway at the time of writing. 

To demonstrate something of the skewed processes of the Scottish Government in this matter, we would 

note that the Holyrood Committee tasked with scrutinising this Bill is comprised of seven members.  Of the 

seven, five had indicated their support for the proposals before any scrutiny took place.  It is noteworthy 

that members of the Scottish Law Agents Society and police have warned that the ban is neither a wise law 

to implement nor a fit use for already stretched resources. 
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Rev. Richard Ross was able to represent the views of the denomination generally at a meeting of the 

Equalities and Human Rights Committee of the Scottish Parliament, held recently in Portree.  Despite 

numerous witnesses presenting their concerns, Mr Ross reported that sadly the Committee demonstrated 

closed minds on the subject, and little progress seemed to be made.  However the Committee are most 

thankful to Mr Ross for his efforts.  Whatever our assessment of these matters, the claims of Christ and the 

authority of his Word were presented without equivocation to our politicians, and his Word accomplishes 

that which he pleases.  

3.  Organ Donation 

The Committee maintained a watching brief in regard to Organ Donation.  These proposals, in the form of 

the Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill, have now fallen in the Parliament.  The Committee have 

therefore removed this from their agenda at present. 

4.  United Kingdom relations with the Vatican 

A substantial document on this subject is currently at review stage within the Committee.  Much work has 

gone in to researching the precise nature of the connections between the British State and the Vatican, and 

the Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Lindsay MacCallum and to Rev. E.T. Kirkland for their 

work on behalf of the Committee. 

5.  Mental Illness 

Following on from a question to the Committee at the last General Assembly, the Committee have 

considered matters relating to mental health and our congregations.  Far greater awareness of mental health 

in society over the past few decades has raised awareness of these issues, although the ability to understand 

the human mind remains more than our medical science can claim.  

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, compassion and consideration to individuals who suffer in this area 

ought to characterise our approach and attitude.  Sadly this may not always be the case.  Stigma, prejudice 

and ignorance can all have an off-putting effect on those who might wish to come to our services, and join 

in our fellowship.  An eye-opening discussion paper was produced within the Committee, and this topic 

remains under discussion.  

6.  Hate Crime 

A recent review of legislation related to so-called ‘hate crime’ was carried out by Lord Bracadale.  The 

recommendations of this review include both consolidation of existing law and expansion of the categories 

and instances that would come under this heading.  

Amongst other brethren present, the Convener had opportunity to attend the Scottish Government’s 

Consultation on this matter in Stornoway.  Other consultations have been carried out across the country and 

ministers and elders have maintained the same biblical objections throughout.  The proposals intend to add 

categories of religion, sexual orientation and transgender identity into the definition of vulnerable groups 

protected by this law.  The Consultation itself is now closed, and we are watching closely to see what 

impact, if any, the Consultation has on the Government’s proposals. 

7.  Gender confusion and promotion 

The flood of immorality in our society continues with the rapid rise and endorsement of the transgender 

spectrum.  All across the political ranks of our land, leaders have failed to oppose this appalling redefinition 

of human identity.  A helpful paper on the subject was presented at last year’s School in Theology, which 

the Committee would commend to all.  

The cruelty of removing all boundaries from our young people in the first instance, and from society itself 

by extension, will undoubtedly see our culture reap the whirlwind of human brokenness, depression and 

increased suicidality in years to come. 
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Marches promoting the full spectrum of immoral lifestyles continue across the nation, with the Committee 

noting those organised in the Highlands and Islands for the first time in 2018. 

The God of Scripture knows best his own Creation, and the true nature of the human race.  His standard is 

male and female, made for each other, as one flesh in the bond of marriage. 

Of great concern to the Committee were proposals for the deeply ungodly ‘Time for Inclusive Education’ 

scheme to be rolled out across Scottish schools.  The Committee have received anecdotal evidence that such 

indoctrination of our children into this new gender ideology is already rife across many state schools in 

Scotland.  How our nation has fallen from its designation as ‘the land of the Book,’, and how it blindly 

believes itself to have advanced beyond the Scriptures, which are the supreme authority! 

8.  Asher’s Bakery Case 

It was with considerable joy that the Committee noted the ruling of the Supreme Court in October 2018 in 

favour of Asher’s Bakery.  The case had centred upon the refusal of the bakery to proceed with a cake 

order, which included a slogan promoting homosexual “marriage.”  The implications for believers, had the 

case ultimately been lost, were profound.   

The unanimous decision of the Supreme Court judges was a wonderful vindication of the faithful and 

humble stance taken by the McArthurs, and we most heartily record our thanks to the Lord for this 

deliverance. 

9.  Sabbath Working 

The Committee continue to be concerned about the impact of coercion in the workplace relating to working 

on the Lord‘s Day.  It is increasingly difficult for our people to find employment without being called to 

compromise over Sabbath work.  The Committee have received advice from the Christian Institute.  While 

there is some protection for workers in the retail sector, other areas of employment suffer from a lack of 

clarity in this area.  Often we would have to fall back on case law and the merits of individual 

circumstances.  There appears to be a clear inconsistency at present in the law of the land, and a case could 

be made for seeking the expansion of protection for believers in this area. 

10.  Blasphemy 

Following a call from the National Secular Society to abolish Scotland’s Blasphemy Law, the SNP ruling 

council indicated that they intended to accede to this request.  The Committee then wrote to the Scottish 

Government asking them to clarify their position. 

11.  Anti-semitism in the UK 

A new area of discussion within the Committee has been the rise in reported instances of anti-semitism 

across the United Kingdom.  The Committee in no way wish to engage in any party politics.  However it 

was noted that the voice of the church at large was sadly silent, and it was agreed that a brief remark on this 

subject should be included in our Report.  

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), being one part of the Church of Jesus Christ in our nation, 

recognise the current alarm and unease amongst many Jewish communities in Great Britain.  

Christianity and Judaism are of course divided over the identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  To Christians, 

whether Jewish or Gentile, he is the true and only Messiah, the Son of David and true King of the Jews.  He 

is our blessed Saviour and as our Passover lamb, he has satisfied God’s justice for us forever.  It grieves us 

still that so many of his own people continue to reject his claims. 

We earnestly pray for and desire the conversion of the Jews, and that the natural branches may be grafted 

into the vine once more.  However, that this is not the case at present does not leave us hostile to Jews in 
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any sense.  They are the people of our Saviour.  Under God, we owe our New Testaments, and the 

preservation of our beloved Old Testament, to ethnic Jews.  We still sing the sweet psalms of King David 

every week in all our worship services.   

We find in them a richness, depth, and reality missing from all non-inspired songs.  We study and delight in 

the laws, customs and rites of Moses.  In them we see wonders and beauty foreshadowing the work of 

Messiah.  We continue to observe a true Sabbath day, though for us it is transferred to the first day of the 

week, in honour of the resurrection of Jesus. 

It grieves us also that many, even in the name of Jesus, have proven themselves hostile to the welfare of the 

ancient people of God, and opposed to their best interests.  We assert that all such enmity is not according 

to our New Testament Scriptures, nor according to the spirit of our Saviour himself.  The New Testament 

clearly guides us in the attitude that must prevail amongst the followers of Jesus, to those of his own nation, 

who have not as yet accepted his claims ...as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes.  

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Romans 11:28,29).  

12.  State submission to Christ 

Having been instructed by the 2018 General Assembly to investigate the whole area of the practical 

outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the rule of Christ as King of 

nations, the Committee have not made the progress desired and intended in this area.  Some brethren have 

been approached to produce articles on this topic, and an excellent first draft of one such article has been 

recently submitted to the Convener for his comments.  A further article on the wider area of Authority is 

also being prepared.  The Committee expect to progress this matter more in the coming months. 

GREG MACDONALD, Convener 

MURDO MACDONALD,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They both note and 

encourage the uptake of these matters by local Courts;  

3. The General Assembly note the continuing investigation of the Committee into the relationship 

between the Named Persons Legislation and existing Child Protection systems and direct the 

Committee to finalise their work in this area, with their recommendations to be brought to the 

forthcoming General Assembly;  

4. The General Assembly share the Committee’s concerns regarding the Children (Equal Protection from 

Assault) (Scotland) Bill and note the preparation of documents on biblical parenting for distribution 

through the denominational magazine and website;  

5. The General Assembly note the progress made in researching the nature of the relations between the 

United Kingdom and the Vatican and encourage the completion of the project;  

6. The General Assembly note the work done on mental illness and recognise the need for Christians to 

be at the forefront in providing care, demonstrating the compassion of the Saviour for needy sinners; 

7. The General Assembly note the work of the Committee in relation to proposed Hate Crime legislation 

in Scotland and affirm their opposition to any legislation that would endanger the freedom to preach 

the Gospel in its fullness in our land; 
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8. The General Assembly profoundly oppose the efforts to redefine gender in our society.  They reaffirm 

the right of the Creator to define the nature of our race as being male and female, and condemn 

especially the efforts to impose transgender ideology upon our schools and young people; 

9. The General Assembly give thanks to the Lord for the successful outcome of the Asher’s Bakery case 

in the Supreme Court in October 2018.  The Assembly commend the McArthurs for their faithfulness 

to the Lord throughout these most difficult proceedings; 

10. The General Assembly note the work of the Committee in relation to Sabbath-working protection and 

instruct them to continue to investigate what protection might be available for workers who refuse to 

break the Fourth Commandment; 

11. The General Assembly note and approve the comment of the Committee in regard to Anti-semitism in 

the United Kingdom, and affirm the desire of this denomination for a great reconciling of all Jews and 

Gentiles in the Gospel; 

12. The General Assembly note the progress made by the Committee in investigating the whole area of the 

practical outworking today of the duty of Government to recognise and submit to the rule of Christ as 

King of nations, and instruct the Committee to report further to the next General Assembly. 
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VIII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), being wholeheartedly committed to the Regulative Principle in 

worship, and the consequent exclusive use of divinely-inspired materials as the praise element in worship, 

the Psalmody Committee have the responsibility for the encouragement of Psalm-singing and the provision 

of suitable printed and other material in relation to the singing of the Psalms. 

To place the work of the Committee in perspective, some thirty years ago it seemed that the production of a 

split-leaf staff Psalter presented almost insuperable difficulties. For the much smaller denomination we 

became in 2000 the difficulties seemed even greater, yet we have succeeded in publishing a split-leaf 

Psalter under our own imprint in 2013, which rapidly sold out, as did a supplementary print run.  A further 

reprint has been done of which there remain in stock some 200 copies.  There are also in stock some 116 

copies of the sol-fa version.  While the immediate pent-up demand has been largely satisfied, the 

Committee are conscious that the long lead-time involved, particularly in the specialised split-leaf binding 

process, means that the stock situation must be monitored carefully and provision made for a further reprint 

before existing stocks are exhausted. 

The teaching of beginners in the singing of the Psalms is a responsibility which the Committee has taken 

very seriously, with instruction material both on paper and on CD to take absolute beginners from the most 

elementary steps in learning to sing the Psalms, through gentle steps, to being able to participate in four-

part harmony singing, sight-reading the music. 

This is done by working through the annual Psalmody Test material.  Each year, twelve tunes are covered 

(though beginners will do six tunes in the first year and nine in the second year).  The twelve tunes for each 

year have been selected in such a way that they cover a variety of metres; each year there are some simple 

tunes and some more complicated ones, some well-known tunes and some less well-known ones.  The 

tunes have also been carefully selected so that they are drawn from different geographical areas and 

different eras of church history. 

The tunes are in a rotation which covers twelve years.  By the time any student has worked through the 

whole Programme, he or she will have learned no less than sixty-three tunes and be well equipped to sing 

with a measure of competence. The programme is equally suited to young people and adults and the 

Committee actively encourage the participation of adults in the Psalmody Test programme.  

Singing with musical competence is, of course, only the beginning, and it is vital that it be remembered that 

music is subservient to the words.  Volumes 1 to 12 of the Worthy to be Praised CDs, published by the 

Committee, demonstrate clearly how the meaning of the divinely-inspired words should be brought out by 

the manner in which they are sung. 

To many congregations, the project of introducing a Psalmody Class may seem a very daunting one.  The 

quality of the instruction CDs is such, however, that it should be possible for almost all individuals and 

congregations to embark on a learning process which will enhance the singing of the Psalms in a way 

which is honouring to God.  Surely in our worship we should give of our very best in the praise of the 

living God!  

In some areas the Presbytery of the bounds may, at least initially, be the body best placed to act effectively 

as a facilitator in encouraging interest and the development of skills in Psalm-singing. 
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Inevitably, the selection of tunes for our printed materials means that tunes used in some congregations are 

omitted.  It must be remembered that the number of tunes which can be included in a printed split-leaf 

Psalter is related, albeit loosely, to the number of pages taken up by the words.  It is also important to 

remember that it is highly desirable that staff and sol-fa versions should have the same selection of tunes.  It 

is good to hear, from time to time, congregations sing from suitable tunes composed in the past few 

decades, and also to hear young precentors discover the full expressiveness of tunes from several centuries 

past.  

We should remember that the manner in which we praise God is also a witness to those who do not 

normally come within our walls but do appear at, for example, the time of a funeral.  Singing which is 

obviously reverent and brings out the meaning of the words often leaves a lasting impression which leads to 

the visitor thinking more carefully about what he or she has heard. 

JOHN MACLEOD,  Convener 

CALUM MACLEOD,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank 

the Committee, and especially the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly note with gratitude the continued demand for the staff version of The Scottish 

Psalmody and note the need to make provision for a future reprint; 

3. The General Assembly commend to Kirk Sessions the Psalmody Test programme; 

4. The General Assembly commend to Presbyteries the promotion of skills in Psalm-singing within their 

bounds; 

5. The General Assembly note the continued availability of the Worthy to be Praised instruction CDs and 

the Praise the Lord compilation CD and commend these to the Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the Supplementary Report and congratulate all those who took part in the 

Psalmody Test and thank all who helped them as well as those who tested them. 
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APPENDIX 

26 took part in the 2019 Psalmody Test (6 more than in 2018) and gained awards as shown: 

Cross 

Grade 1:  Kenneth Iain MacLeod  

Grade 4:  Heidi MacLeod, Felicity MacLeod  

Knock & Point 

Grade 1:  James MacLeod (duly performed), Norman A. MacLeod (duly performed) 

Grade 4:  Christina MacLeod 

Grade 6:  Alexander MacLeod  

Stornoway 

Grade 1:  Marybeth MacDonald (duly performed), George Kenneth MacDonald, Joel Mackenzie 

Grade 2:  Peter MacDonald, Katie MacKenzie  

Grade 3:  John MacDonald  

Grade 5:  Lydia MacDonald  

Grade 6:  David Craig (adult, continuation), Emma Craig (continuation), Lily Craig (continuation),  

 Sarah Craig, (continuation), Thomas Craig (continuation), Susanna MacDonald 

Tarbat 

Elementary Group 1:  Ellie Joy Phiri 

Grade 1:  Duncan-John MacLeod, Eilidh MacLeod 

Grade 3:  Malcolm S. MacLeod (adult, continuation) 

Grade 6:  Veda Joy MacLeod (adult, continuation), Murdo MacLeod (adult, continuation) 
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IX. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 

As a small denomination, we face the dangers of insularity and parochialism as we seek to hold fast to that 

which remains.  In the light of these temptations, it is a cause of thankfulness to the Lord that he has given 

us opportunities to be involved in missionary work both at home and overseas.  There may be a deadly 

malaise in our own land with respect to the Gospel and its proclamation, but we can rejoice that there are 

places in the world where there is a deep hunger for Biblical truth.  What a privilege therefore, to be able to 

report the ongoing works which our denomination is able to be involved in.  May the Most High be pleased 

to use these opportunities he has provided for us for the glory of his Name, the extension of his Kingdom, 

and for the growth of his people who we are enabled to reach through them. 

2.  Home Mission 

Hudson Taylor once said that the Great Commission is not an option to be considered, but a command to be 

obeyed.  In seeking to obey God’s command, our Home Mission Worker continues to reach out, from his 

Inverness base, with the gospel in the ‘highways and byways’ across Scotland.  Over the past 12 months he 

has been actively engaged in extensive mission outreach campaigns in many of the geographical areas 

where our Church has a presence.  Speaking as he does to innumerable multitudes, from all walks of life, 

backgrounds and nationalities, his constraining, unchanging, forthright plea – wherever he goes – to the 

unsaved, the unreached and the unchurched is, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, 

and thy house.....repent ye, and believe the gospel. (Acts 16:31; Mark 1:15) 

Evangelising in cities, towns and rural communities, some of the places he visited over the past year 

included; Edinburgh (Leith); Glasgow (Shettleston & Partick); Ayr; Stornoway; Inverness (Holm & 

Lochardil); Strathnairn (villages of Moy, Daviot, Dalroy, Inverarnie, Farr); Dores; Loch Ness; and Beauly.  

He has also been engaged in evangelism at the Black Isle Show, and reached out with the gospel at 

Invergordon to the passengers who disembark from the many cruise liners that visit the seaport, and in 

Inverness where he witnesses on the High Street, when not away from home.  He also played a leading rôle 

in petitioning against the ‘Proud Ness’ gay march in October, and thereafter organising a table ministry in 

Inverness, after this decadent event was given planning permission by Highland Council. 

 

Mr Morrison continues to distribute good quality evangelistic and reformed literature wherever providence 

leads him.  Along with the large quantity of foreign language literature, given out in 2018, a combined total 

of 10,528 Good News magazines and gospel booklets were also distributed, along with 6,000 TBS 

Calendars, twenty-two Bibles and a mountain of gospel tracts.  Mr Morrison is grateful for the generous 

gifts he receives from supporters, near and far, to advance his extensive evangelistic literature distribution 

programme.  In light of all the work undertaken by Mr Morrison, the Committee’s hope and prayer is that 

blessing will follow his labours, as he reaches out to large swathes of our country, with a gospel message 

that the masses have sadly, and tragically, never heard of.  It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have 

made void thy law. (Psalm 119:126) 

3.  UK/European Mission 

a.  Ballyclare & Doagh 

Looking back over the past year it is remarkable how things have turned out.  After a number of 

disappointments, there were encouragements.  

The congregation was in a position to appoint two elders for the first time and to increase the number of 

Deacons.  A number of new members were also added to the congregation.  
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Equally encouraging, the finances of the Congregation remained steady, assisted by the grant from the 

General Assembly.  Provision has been made in the proposed Deliverance for this to continue, but this will 

no longer be applicable if the Congregation's application to be placed on the Equal Dividend Platform is 

accepted by the 2019 General Assembly. 

Spiritually the Congregation continues to be sustained, for which thanks are due to the Lord.  The mission 

station continues, though it has been relocated to Kircubbin, which is a couple of miles nearer than 

Portavogie.  This was the result of the centre in Portavogie becoming unavailable through refurbishment.  

Becoming part of the Southern Presbytery has been a great encouragement to both minister and 

Congregation and is being increasingly influential in the life of the Congregation.  

Overall, there is no reason for discouragement and every reason to be thankful. 

b.  Spain 

The Congregation in Spain/France (Bilbao, Rubí and Pau) continues to move forward, despite the 

difficulties of being dispersed into three groups and the lack of a pastor in each group.  Each group numbers 

about fifteen people and holds public meetings. Rubí and Pau continue under the leadership of the Elders 

(Mr Wilson Calle and Mr Hugues Pierre).  The government of the Congregation continues in unity by 

Session meetings, in which brothers from Scotland (Rev. William Scott and Rev. James MacInnes) 

participate. 

Last October, the Church was legally recognised by the Government of Spain.  This will be of great help in 

the future, especially in the legal aspect.  For example, the Church will be able to have its pastors 

recognised and economically supported.  

The goal of the Congregation is to be able to call an assistant pastor for the group at Rubí.  Also, Mr 

Hugues Pierre is at present in the last phase of his theological training at the Academia de Teologia 

Reformada (it is due to finish in October) and he has a desire to enter the Ministry assisting the 

Congregation in Pau.  Recognising that Mission situations are unusual, and with a desire to assist the 

desires of both the Congregation and Mr Pierre, there is an urgent need for the Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee and the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee to consult as to what steps will be 

required to forward this situation. 

In Bilbao and Rubí there have been no major events this year.  The core group follows faithfully and 

visitors attend the services.  In the group at Pau there has been a very important event; it has been possible 

to inaugurate public services, after an adaptation of the ground floor of the house of Mr Pierre.  This took 

place last January, when the baptism of the daughter of one of our families the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper was observed. 

4.  International Mission 

a.  Zambia  

Covenant College 

Due to non-correspondence from the Covenant College Zambia Trust (CCZT), certain difficulties explained 

in previous reports have still to be resolved.  At the time of preparing this report, the Clerk of CCZT has 

contacted the Committee, so it is hoped that outstanding issues will shortly be dealt with and satisfactorily 

concluded.  As the Committee has, at the present time, no-one working on the ground, it was felt that 

funding should be withdrawn, and new monies for foreign missionary work directed to work and projects 

that the Committee are associated with in other fields. 

Christian Community Schools Association 

The Committee acknowledges, with enormous gratitude, the extraordinary work which Marjanne 

Hendriksen undertakes amongst the children in Zambian schools.  She continues to be supported by the 
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Committee up until February 2021, after which funding will be reviewed again.  Our annual contribution of 

£960, paid monthly, is channelled through the Zambian Mission Support, a fund-raising charity which 

supports various Christian projects in Zambia, with whom the Committee has a close relationship.  She is 

then directly supported by the Christian Education Ministry (CEM), a group that promotes Christian 

education in the Petauke region in Eastern Province, Zambia. Marjanne Hendriksen works full-time for the 

CEM at Petauke. 

In one report she spoke about the work she is involved in:  

‘Since May 2007 I have had the privilege of working for the Christian Education Ministry.  Before that, I 

was a pre-school teacher in The Netherlands.  At this moment we support 20 community schools in the 

Petauke area.  Together with our travelling secretary Solomon Lungu and with Dorica Banda, a local trained 

teacher, we want to encourage the teachers in giving Christian education and help them in getting more 

teaching skills.  During school terms, we visit the teachers to observe their lessons and give them feedback.  

We also provide basic materials for the schools, such as blackboards, chalk, exercise books, pencils, etc.  

During school holidays we provide training days for the teachers in Covenant College.  We pray that the 

Lord will bless our work in spreading His kingdom amongst teachers and children in Zambia!  I deeply 

appreciate your very kind and generous support from Scotland.  While there is no-one on the ground from 

Scotland, you can be assured that you are engaged in full-time missionary work through the practical 

Christian education work amongst the children in Zambian schools. Thanks for your faithful labouring 

support!’ 

b.  Sri Lanka — Reformed Protestant Mission 

Vavuniya 

The Congregation has been worshipping in a temporary shelter erected more than 5 years ago in the garden 

of a house rented by Ceylon Christian Care.  The owner gave notice of his intention to sell this ground and 

as a consequence building work has commenced nearby on the ground that had previously been gifted to the 

Congregation.  Phase one is the construction of a building in which the Congregation can worship until such 

time as a permanent building can be constructed.  Thereafter this first building will become the church hall.  

In addition to the main hall space, there are classrooms for the Sabbath School, a kitchen, and two rooms for 

accommodation.  

The Committee are thankful for a grant of £20,000 (the result of a legacy left for missions’ work) for the 

completion of the temporary place of worship which is being constructed.  It is estimated that the cost of the 

structure will be about £25,000 - £30,000.  As well as the grant, a considerable amount has been raised 

thanks to the generosity of the Church at large.  The cost of the building has been reduced considerably, 

thanks to the fact that Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan has been acting as project manager on the building and has 

been responsible for organising the trades and materials at very competitive rates. 

Presently, 3 men who have no home of their own live at the Church building.  This has the advantage of 

improving the security of the building, as well as providing practical help for the individuals concerned.  

The Congregation regularly eat together, which has strengthened the bond between the various members 

and is a practical solution to the difficulty of transport over a scattered district. 

A regular pattern has been established of delivering theological lectures for local pastors, many from 

charismatic backgrounds.  Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan shares these lectures with visiting preachers and these 

have been greatly appreciated.   

Mullaitheevu 

The church building, opened in 2017, is being put to great use, including Knox Christian Pre-school that 

commenced in 2018.  Evangelist Piratheepan’s wife Rebecca is employed here, and a qualified teacher will 

begin in March.  This pre-school is possible because of a generous sponsor.  The Evangelist continues to 

visit and contact homes in the community and is responsible for preaching most Lord’s Days – though the 

Minister regularly travels through the jungle to Mullaitheevu and is ultimately responsible for all pulpit 

supply. 
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Diaconal Work: 

Much of the cost for the practical care in Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu is through funds provided by Ceylon 

Christian Care.  The Committee expresses its deep gratitude for the continuing support received from 

Ceylon Christian Care. 

Other Matters: 

No candidate has yet been identified to begin training for the ministry, though there is a great need for 

another preacher to share the burden with Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, who has a heavy preaching and pastoral 

responsibility, together with considerable administrative work.  Some assistance with administration has 

been provided through recruiting a part-time bookkeeper based in Vavuniya. 

There was no visitor from the United Kingdom to the mission between Mr MacInnes’ visits in March 2018 

and February 2019.  The Congregation have asked that there be a minimum of two visits each year.  The 

Committee have contingency funds, as well as a sum allocated, which would make this possible. 

The car fund appeal continues, though this has not been so actively promoted recently because of the more 

pressing need to complete the first stage of building work in Vavuniya.  

Since the last General Assembly, there have been new members added, 5 by certificate, 4 by profession, and 

one child baptised.  

5.  Presbytery of the United States of America 

As reported in previous years, the Presbytery receives virtually no regular support from the Committee.  

The Committee remains available for advice if requested by the Presbytery, but other than this there is 

nothing to report regarding the Committee’s involvement.   

The Presbytery of the United States remain grateful for the unity, fellowship and oversight provided by the 

larger denomination and it is a cause of thanksgiving to the Committee that links have been strengthened 

through members of the Presbytery being able to take part in Committee Meetings via the Internet.  Though 

separated by many miles, the Presbytery rejoice to hold to the same doctrine, worship, practice, 

government, and principles of our Church; these are precious and worthy of promoting in America.  

Currently, there are four Congregations within the bounds of the Presbytery: Atlanta, Georgia; Greenville, 

South Carolina; Mebane, North Carolina; and St. Louis, Missouri.  Each of these Congregations maintains 

two services of worship on the Lord’s Day with a midweek study or prayer meeting; their sermons are made 

available through Sermon Audio and other outlets.  The Presbytery are considering strategic and practical 

ways of providing for the full-time ministerial support of all of their ministers.  There is currently one 

student for the ministry under their care, Mr. Tyler Ray. 

The Presbytery are looking forward to hosting their annual Family Conference in Lexington, Kentucky, 

running from August 5th until 9th.  In addition to ministers within the Presbytery, the Conference will host 

both Rev. Graeme Craig and Rev. Andrew Allan.  The labour of our ministers from Scotland has provided 

edifying addresses, and it has strengthened the sense of unity among the people in the United States with 

the brethren in Scotland.  This has been a great blessing to the people of our American Congregations as 

well as a means of extending the witness of our denomination to others.   

Since 2006, the Presbytery has held a Colloquium each spring and autumn for its office-bearers and 

students.  The local congregations take turns hosting the event.  The Presbytery also extend invitations to 

some like-minded ministers and elders from other Reformed denominations in the US.  The Colloquia have 

proved invaluable for perpetuating our Church’s testimony and deepening the bonds of fellowship among 

the brethren. 

Recently the Presbytery’s Publications Committee launched Grange Press Trust, named after the burial 

ground in Edinburgh where many Free Church worthies await the resurrection.  It publishes a quarterly 
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magazine, The Master's Trumpet, available for subscription, and is in the process of producing a number of 

books and booklets.  The Grange Press website can be found at: www.grangepress.com. 

As in other places, the Presbytery’s ministry is in need of prayerful remembrance.  While America has 

many encouragements due to its larger Evangelical witness, the degree of theological and practical 

declension is readily apparent.  There is a tendency to compromise many claims of Christ in order to appeal 

to the current age.  Prayer is sought for the Lord to strengthen the witness of the Presbytery, raise up and 

call gifted men to the ministry, and add his blessing such that many would be converted to the glory of our 

Redeemer. 

6.  Smiths Falls 

The Committee has continued to provide pastoral oversight to the Congregation and are grateful to those 

who have given periods of supply.  The Congregation require continued pastoral care and a regular 

ministry. 

7.  China and Hudson Taylor Ministries 

The Committee continues to support the work of Hudson Taylor Ministries in China with the supply of 

ministers from among us who are able to assist in the work there.  Despite growing tensions and difficulties 

experienced by Christians in China, a number of our ministers have been able to visit the country.  The 

Committee recommend this work to the prayers and practical generosity of our people. 

8.  The Jews 

One of the sad effects of our increasingly secularised and godless society has been an increasing incidence 

of anti-Semitism in various spheres of public life – from the concerns expressed regarding one major 

political party in the UK to the collective amnesia of some societies in Europe as to the horrors of allowing 

such anti-Semitism to go unchecked and unopposed.  To this must be added the fanatical intolerance of 

radical Islam, which is seen not only towards the Jews but toward Christians also.  

Christians, of all people, ought to pray for the Jews and that those elected in Christ may be gathered into the 

Christian Church.  We are reminded by Paul that we owe a great debt to the Jews, as being the people from 

whom our Lord came and who carefully preserved the oracles of God which were entrusted to their care, 

which became the Old Testament Scriptures for the Christian Church. 

Over the past few years, the question of how best our obligation to the Jews could be fulfilled has been 

considered by the Committee, and attempts have also been made to get training from one organisation 

which is dedicated to working among the Jews.  None of our plans have borne fruit, but the Committee is 

fully persuaded that this does not mean that we can do nothing.  It may seem trite to some to say ‘We can 

pray,’ but this is to denigrate the power of prayer and of the Most High.  Many people are simply unable to 

do anything by way of ministry or mission to the Jews, but all of God’s people can pray; after all, this was 

the main thrust of Paul’s words, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

(Romans 10:1)  

Some years ago the Christian Witness to Israel organisation produced a bookmark which was a concise 

Biblical Study of why we should pray for Israel.  The Committee suggests that permission be sought from 

CWI to reproduce this and circulate it to congregations, via an insert in the Free Church Witness magazine, 

so that our people may have it in their Bibles as a daily reminder of their obligation to intercede for the 

Jews.   

HENRY J.T.WOODS,  Convener 

JAMES S. HARAM,  Vice-convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions, 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his continued 

faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his wife and family to the prayers of our 

people; 

3. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the Lord’s blessing upon the Congregation of Ballyclare 

& Doagh and their outreach work which has now been moved from Portavogie to Kircubbin; 

4. The General Assembly approve continuance of the grant payment of £500 per month to the Ballyclare 

& Doagh Congregation, effective from the cessation of the current arrangements and up to and 

inclusive of May 2020;  

5. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in Spain and commend the work to the prayers and 

financial support of our people.  They thank the Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz for his diligent and tireless 

service to the Reformed cause in Spain and further afield.  They rejoice in the progress of the work and 

the recognition of it by the Spanish authorities; 

6. The General Assembly note the goal of the group at Rubí to call an assistant, and commend them to the 

prayers of the Church; 

7. The General Assembly note that Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder in Pau, is in the last phase of his theological 

training at the Academia de Teologia Reformada and his desire to enter the Ministry assisting the 

Congregation in Pau; they direct the Committee in consultation with the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken in this mission situation to 

expedite this matter, and commend Mr Pierre and the Congregation at Pau to the prayers of our people; 

8. The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to deal with the problems caused by the 

delays of the Zambian Mission Trustees.  They recommend that no further financial assistance be 

given to the work and encourage our people to give to the Sri Lankan and Spanish work instead; 

9. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen.  The General Assembly 

assure her of their full support for her dedicated work amongst the children in the Christian schools; 

10. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka 

under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  They commend Mr Partheepan for his tireless service and 

commit both him and his wife Dinogee to the prayers of our people.  They especially thank Mr  

Partheepan for his efforts in keeping costs down by acting as project manager of the building work in 

Vavuniya; 

11. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the generous grant of £20,000 made possible by a 

legacy for the construction of a temporary building in Vavuniya.  They also thank those who have 

responded so well to the various appeals for funds for the work in Sri Lanka; 

12. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for their 

generosity in support of the diaconal work of our mission in Sri Lanka; 

13. The General Assembly note the ongoing work in the Presbytery of the United States of America and 

encourage our brethren in their labours in the Lord’s work.  They are pleased to note the Presbytery’s 

involvement in the wider affairs of the denomination by their input into various Standing Committees 

of Assembly; 
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 14. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the congregation in Smiths Falls and commends 

its ongoing needs, especially of a settled pastor, to the prayers of the Church; 

15. The General Assembly note with interest the ongoing work in China carried on by Hudson Taylor 

Ministries.  They are gratified to learn of the assistance rendered by a number of our ministers to this 

work, despite growing tensions and difficulties experienced by Christians in China, and they commit 

our fellow believers there to the protection of Almighty God; 

16. The General Assembly repudiate and condemn the growing anti-Semitism in our society and 

acknowledge their great indebtedness under God to the Jews.  They encourage all their people to pray 

for their salvation, and for the ingathering into the Christian Church of those chosen in Christ.  To the 

end that our people may remember their obligations to pray for Israel, the General Assembly authorise 

the Committee to seek permission from Christian Witness to Israel to reproduce the bookmark Bible 

study entitled Why Pray For Israel and circulate it to our people via an insert in the Free Church 

Witness magazine, so that they may have it in their Bibles as a daily reminder of their obligation to 

intercede for Israel. 
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X. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

Ordinarily the spiritual tone and life of our denomination and congregations can be measured by our 

ministers.  This is not to set the minister on a pedestal, but it reflects the fact that he is an under-shepherd 

ultimately appointed by the Chief Shepherd to lead the people of God on the narrow road that leads to life.  

If the minister does not set an exemplary standard by his life and conversation (1 Timothy 4:12), that will 

have a detrimental effect upon those he is expected to lead.  This thinking permeates the work of the 

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  Along with others, the Committee seek to prepare 

students for the ministry who are both mentally and spiritually ready for the challenges that face those who 

enter the pastoral ministry. 

2.  Exit Examinations Committee 

Following the 2017 General Assembly the Committee was given the task to appoint an Exit Examinations 

Committee consisting of the Seminary Lecturers and Exit Examiners.  As reported last year, one meeting 

took place via Skype.  Since then no developments have transpired.  With a new Committee Convener, 

along with changes in the Seminary and the personnel of the Exit Examiners, it is anticipated that the matter 

will receive fresh impetus and be taken up timeously and pursued to a conclusion.  With no home-based 

students due to start in the new academic year the matter is not urgent, but it would be ideal to get it 

finalised before fresh students begin. 

3.  Students Update 

It is anticipated that Thomas Buchanan, Ballyclare & Doagh, and Tom Budgen, Stornoway, will finish their 

formal theological training shortly.  At the time of writing there is only one vacant congregation in a 

position to Call a minister, but it is hoped that in due course the other two vacant congregations will find 

themselves in the same position.  Prayer is sought for the students and their families as changes will 

inevitably come as they seek licensing to enable them to follow God’s calling upon their lives.  

Remembrance should also be had of their home congregations who will miss the students and their families.  

This will mean the denomination will have no UK students in the Seminary during the next academic year.  

With an ageing ministry and natural generation we do need more men to enter the holy ministry soon. 

Mr. Tyler Ray from Calhoun, Georgia, began his four-year course in September and is making excellent 

progress. 

The Presbytery of the USA has confirmed that Dr. Noah Manring is no longer a Free Church (Continuing) 

divinity student.  Dr Manring left the denomination on 3rd September via Disjunction Certificate. 

4.  Review of Student Funding 

In complying with the finding of the 2018 General Assembly anent a review of funding arrangements for 

Candidates for the Ministry, the Committee have been in consultation with the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee (F&SC).  The Committee have asked the F&SC to investigate whether there might be any 

unforeseen consequences arising from the proposed change from a loan to a grant system for funding 

ministerial candidates.  Following their meeting of 5th March the F&SC have advised the Committee that as 

with any payment made to an individual there is a risk that HMRC could seek to treat it as taxable income 

in the hand of the recipient; however, due to the nature of the payment being made we would be of the 

opinion that this ‘risk’ would be negligible.  Therefore, the F&SC would support a recommendation to the 
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 General Assembly were the current regime to change to a grant system as it is more favourable to the 

recipient. 

The above response came after our Committee’s March meeting and will be on the agenda of our meeting 

in June. 

5.  Free Church Seminary 

The Committee note the imminent retiral of Rev. John W. Keddie.  Mr Keddie has been Lecturer in Church 

History & Church Principles since 2008 and Seminary Principal since 2014.  During his time at the 

Seminary he has given dedicated service to the Seminary, students and the Church.  We wish Mr. Keddie a 

long and happy retirement to be able to spend time with his wife Jean and their family. 

The Committee, in line with present legislation, has taken steps to fill these vacancies.  All Presbyteries 

were informed of the upcoming vacancies, and were invited to submit to the Committee one or more 

nominations for the posts of Lecturer in Church History & Church Principles and of Seminary Principal. 

The returns received are the subject of a Supplementary Report. 

6.  Quinquennial Visitation 

As reported last year, in February 2018 the Committee undertook a Quinquennial Visitation of the Free 

Church Seminary when it met with the Principal, Lecturers and Students.  To complete the Visitation the 

Committee met with the External Examiners on 1st October 2018. 

The final report is the subject of a Supplementary Report. 

ANDREW R. ALLAN,  Convener 

DONALD A. ROBERTSON,  Vice-convener 

SEMINARY REPORT 

This is my last Report as Principal of the Seminary.  It has been my joy and privilege to serve as Lecturer in 

Church History & Principles for the past eleven years and Principal for five.  To be entrusted by the Church 

in these roles has been humbling.  I can but pray that the Lord would follow with His blessing the work 

done, in which I have had a felt inadequacy, but dependence upon Himself.  This is something keenly felt 

by all the Lecturers.  

The work of the Seminary has proceeded well this year.  Our two able students are at the end of their course 

and will graduate in June, Lord willing.  There is one other student passing through the Seminary course, 

Mr Tyler Ray, who is attached to our Atlanta congregation.  He has just completed his first year of a four-

year course. 

Although there are no students anticipated for the next Session, the Lecturers will be active with a new 

distance-learning Certificate in Theological Studies course.  This is a two-year modular course covering 

core issues in all five disciplines.  Each of the Lecturers has two modules in their own subjects.  The 

purpose of the Certificate course is not to prepare men for the ministry as such, but to make Biblical and 

Reformed teaching available to those office-bearers and other laymen who desire an introduction to some 

Reformed distinctives in a manageable way for those who are working men.  This course was initiated at 

the beginning of the year (2019) and there are three students (from the USA, Kenya and Northern Ireland) 

pursuing the course.  The Seminary Committee are restricting entry to three students per year only. 

Another notable feature of the work of the Seminary is the production for 2019 of the 5th Annual Seminary 

Journal.  Once again, all the lecturers have contributed to an interesting and stimulating piece of work.  We 

commend it to the Church. 
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We are deeply thankful to the Lord for His goodness to us in enabling this good work to continue.  We 

solicit the prayers of the Church that the work of the Seminary and each of the lecturers might be 

abundantly blessed by the Holy Spirit, and that it may please the Lord Jesus to raise up among us both 

students for the work of the ministry and lecturers to continue to prepare men for this greatest of callings.  

John W. Keddie,  Principal 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener for his diligence throughout the year; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Clerk of the Committee for his diligent service over the past two 

years; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Principal and Lecturers in the Seminary for their work over the past 

year; 

4. The General Assembly note the service of Rev. John W. Keddie as Lecturer in Church History & 

Church Principles, and latterly as Principal also, and wish him a long and happy retirement; 

5. The General Assembly note the vital work performed by the External Examiners; 

6. The General Assembly commend the staff and students of the Seminary to the prayers of the Church; 

7. The General Assembly commend Thomas Buchanan and Tom Budgen and their families to the prayers 

of the Church. 
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 XI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

GENERAL TRUSTEES 

1.  The Remit of the General Trustees 

The remit of the General Trustees is to manage the Trust Estate of the denomination, i.e. the assets in funds 

and property which the Trustees hold on behalf of the Church.  Their duties derive partly from civil law and 

partly from Assembly legislation.  As the Church is a registered charity the Trustees are required to comply 

with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and regulations made under that Act.  Their 

responsibilities to the Church are set out in Acts of the General Assembly (Act X 2015 and Act VIII 2016).   

2.  The current Rôle of the Trustees 

The first General Trustees were appointed by the General Assembly of 2007.  For the first few years their 

rôle was a fairly minor one, confined to such formalities as signing off the Church’s accounts to the Office 

of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR).  More recently however, and particularly since 2014, the General 

Trustees have come to take a more proactive rôle in the Church’s affairs. This has been reflected in the 

provision of an annual report to the General Assembly, in addition to the statutory report which the Trustees 

are required to produce under the Charities Acts (see “Report of the Trustees” on pages 1-6 appended to the 

Assembly Reports).  The Trustees’ rôle here has been largely concerned with assisting congregations to 

purchase buildings, particularly manses.  The Trustees are glad to have been of practical help in this way, 

within the limits of their remit from the General Assembly.  That remit makes clear that the Trustees have 

no direct rôle in administering the general finances of the church nor in determining applications from 

congregations for financial assistance for property, that being the prerogative of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee.  The Trustees have however supplemented the rôle of the Committee by taking projects through 

the necessary legal processes, working in conjunction with the Church’s law agents.  This recognises that 

buildings purchased under the provisions of the Central Building Fund are legally the property of the 

denomination until all borrowings have been repaid, and title to these properties is accordingly vested in the 

General Trustees on behalf of the denomination.  Over the past year the General Trustees assisted in this 

way with the purchase of church buildings for the Partick and Ayr Congregations which had formerly used 

these buildings on a rented basis. 

3.  Charitable status 

Another area where the Trustees have been active over the past year is that of charitable status.  As 

explained in last year’s report, the catalyst for this was a Government scheme whereby registered charities 

such as churches can apply for exemption from water charges provided that their annual income does not 

exceed £300,000.  Several of our congregations applied for exemption under the scheme but had their 

applications refused on the ground that the denomination as a whole is the registered charity and the annual 

income of  the  denomination is  above  the  prescribed  limit.   The  question therefore  arose  whether 

congregations could or should register individually as charities so that they could take advantage of the 

exemption scheme and any other schemes where annual income is a criterion for eligibility. 

After consulting Deacons’ Courts, the Trustees proposed to last Assembly that where Deacons’ Courts were 

satisfied with the existing system of denominational registration they could continue operating under that 

system as at present, while those who considered that their interests would be better served by registering 

individually should have the right to exercise that discretion if they wish.  Where this was done, it would be 

for the Deacons’ Court concerned to make application to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 

(OSCR) on the basis set out in the charities legislation.  The Assembly approved these proposals and 

instructed the Trustees to give whatever assistance might be needed by Deacons’ Courts wishing to apply 
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for individual registration.  In particular, and in the interests of uniformity, they instructed the Trustees to 

provide a specific form of words on constitutional matters for use in their applications.  This wording has 

now been agreed with OSCR and circulated to all Deacons’ Courts. 

Another development since last year is that the Partick Congregation have successfully applied to OSCR for 

individual registration for charitable status.  The Partick application was in the nature of a test case and now 

that it has been approved by OSCR the Deacons’ Court have signified their willingness to provide copies 

for  use  by  other  congregations.   The  Trustees  welcome  this  development  and  have  encouraged 

congregations to avail themselves of it if opting to apply for individual registration.  Since however all 

applications must reflect the distinctive circumstances of the congregation concerned it is important that any 

such material should be used with discretion.  In particular, while some items in the Partick application are 

relevant to applications generally, others should be seen as no more than templates to guide congregations 

in their completion of the application in their own terms. 

In addition the Trustees consider it important that Deacons’ Courts should be fully aware not only of the 

procedural steps they must take in applying to OSCR for registration, but also of the administrative duties at 

present carried out by the church centrally but for which Deacons’ Courts and particularly Treasurers would 

become responsible once independent charitable status is obtained.  This concerns matters such as the 

recording of Gift Aid contributions, submission of claims for tax refunds, and checks by HMRC.  There 

will also be requirements for an annual report of local trustees and for more comprehensive financial 

accounts statements than at present.  Examples of these will be supplied to Deacons’ Courts.  

4.  House at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain  

This property, which was the subject of a bequest to the church in 2010, was put up for sale some years ago 

but failed to find a buyer.  It has now been taken off the market and retained by the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee as a local base for the Resident Lay Agent, Mr Donald Robertson.  The title to the property is in 

process of being transferred to the Church and is currently with Registers of Scotland for registration.  

5.  Non-congregational Property 

The General Assembly of 2017 approved a proposal by the General Trustees that the Special Committee on 

Building  Projects  be  asked  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  oversight  and  maintenance  of  non-

congregational property vested in the General Trustees. The Special Committee (since reconstituted as the 

Advisory Panel on Building Projects) have now confirmed their acceptance of this duty.  There is at present 

only one property in this category – the house at 85 Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness occupied by the Home 

Mission Worker – though this will be joined by the house at Tain used by the Resident Lay Agent when the 

title of that property is transferred to the Trustees.  

6.  Personnel  

Members of the Board of Trustees are appointed by the General Assembly on the basis of nominations by 

their Presbyteries. There is now some stability on the Board after a period of change.  The Board have 

welcomed the three new Trustees appointed by last Assembly – Mr Lindsay MacCallum, nominated by the 

Northern Presbytery, Mr Thomas MacInnes by the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron and Dr Andrew 

Naylor by the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides.  Dr Naylor has been appointed Vice-chairman of the Board 

and Mr MacCallum as its representative on the Finance & Sustentation Committee. 

MAURICE GRANT,  Chairman 

ANDREW NAYLOR,  Vice-chairman 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees for their 

continuing work on behalf of the Church; 

2. The General Assembly note the rôle of the General Trustees in the purchase of buildings by the 

denomination for the use of congregations.  They express their thanks to Mr Alasdair Buchanan of 

Drummond Miller LLP for his assistance and advice, given with characteristic courtesy, on the legal 

issues arising from these transactions;  

3. The General Assembly note the steps taken by the General Trustees to implement the proposal 

approved by last General Assembly to enable Deacons’ Courts to opt for registration for charitable 

status on a congregational basis.  They note in particular the documentation made available to 

Deacons’ Courts to guide them in providing information on constitutional matters and generally in 

formulating applications.  They thank the Partick Deacons’ Court for their assistance in this regard; 

4. The General Assembly note that the dwelling house at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, has now been withdrawn 

from the market and placed at the disposal of the Resident Lay Agent.  They further note that an 

application has been made to Registers of Scotland for the title of the property to be conveyed to the 

General Trustees; 

5. The General Assembly note that the Advisory Panel on Building Projects has assumed responsibility 

for the oversight and maintenance of non-congregational property vested in the General Trustees; 

6. The General Assembly note that the Roll of the Board of Trustees is now as follows: 

Mr Maurice Grant, Edinburgh (Chairman); Dr Andrew Naylor, Harris (Vice-chairman); 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn; Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; 

Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees and for his 

continued diligence throughout the year.  They are also grateful to Mr Murray Mackay, General 

Treasurer, for his professional assistance and advice.  
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE COMMISSION 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

(CONTINUING) 

 

On Tuesday 2nd October 2018 and Tuesday 5th March 2019 there was no business to 

bring before the Commission and therefore the Commission did not meet. 
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STANDING ORDERS OF ASSEMBLY 

As revised and classified by Act VIII, 1853; and amended by Act VIII, 1855; Act VI, 1856; Act 

III, 1857; Act X, 1858; Act III, 1859; Act III, 1860; Act X, 1861; Act IV, 1864; Act IV, 1865; Act 

IX, 1866; Act VIII, 1868; Act I, 1873; Act I, 1876; Act I, 1885; Act IV, 1888; Acts VI, and VII, 

1889; Acts IX, XIII, XIV, 1890; Act V, 1891; Act V, 1893; Act VII, 1894; Act IX, 1896; Act X, 

1907; Act X, 1908; Act VIII, 1909; Act V, 1911; Act VIII, 1912; Act IV, 1913; Act V, 1913; and 

findings of 26th May 1916, 30th May 1921, 16th November 1921 and 29th May 1923 and Act III, 

1926; finding of 31st May 1927; Act V, 1929; Act VII, 1930; Act VIII, 1931; Acts VIII, IX and X, 

1933; Act III, 1936; Act VII, 1937; Act II, 1940; Act II, 1947 and Act IX, 1948; finding of 25th 

May 1950; Act VII, 1950; finding of 22nd May 1952; Act IV, 1954; Act VI, 1961; Act I, 1963; 

Act VII, 1963; finding of 19th May 1964; Act I, 1965; Act II, 1966; finding of 26th May 1966; Act 

XIV, 1967; Act I, 1968; Act IV, 1968; Act II, 1969; Act III, 1969; Act IX, 1970; Act XXV, 1973; 

Act I, 1975; Act XXXVII, 1975 amended by Act XI, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1977; Act XIV, 1978; 

Act II, 1979 amended by Act XII, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1979 and Act VIII, 1982; Act II, 1984; 

Act VIII, 1987; Act III, 1989; Act III, 1992; Act VIII, 1993; Act XXVI, 1993; Act XVI, 1995; 

Act I, 1996; Act III, 1996; Act IV, 1997; Act II, 1998; finding of 22nd May 1998; Act XX, 1999; 

finding of 10th May 1999; Act XXII, 2001; Act III, 2002; Act III 2008; Act X 2012; Act I, 2013; 

Act II, 2014; Act I, 2018.    

It is ordered — 

I. AS TO REPRESENTATION OF PRESBYTERIES 

1. That all Commissions, transmitted to the Clerk of Assembly, shall be revised by him, in so far as 

regards their regularity in point of form, and that the Clerk shall prepare a Report on the subject and submit 

the same to the Committee appointed by the Assembly for the revising of Commissions. 

2. That the Clerk of the Assembly shall furnish all Presbytery Clerks with printed copies of the form of 

Commission to Representatives hitherto in use, and also printed copies of the bona fide Certificates to be 

used by Kirk Sessions, according to Act VIII, Assembly 1853, and Act IX, Assembly 1863, for certifying 

elders who are chosen to be Commissioners to the General Assembly. 

3. That there shall be attached to Commissions a statement, certified by the Presbytery Clerk, of the 

number of charges in each Presbytery at the date of the Commission, and of any changes that have taken 

place during the previous year. 

4. That Clerks of Presbyteries shall send intimation to the Clerk of Assembly on the death of a 

colleague, or of the induction of a colleague immediately after that event has taken place. 

5. That the Assembly Arrangements Committee at its stated meeting in October shall ascertain the 

effects as regards representation of any changes in Presbyteries which may have occurred in the course of 

the previous year, by the death or removal, or by the induction of Colleague-ministers, or by the sanctioning 

or the reduction of charges by the preceding General Assembly or its Commission, or by any other cause, 

and shall immediately thereafter intimate to the Presbyteries concerned what will be their representation in 

the ensuing General Assembly. 

6. That the decision of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, so intimated to Presbyteries, shall be 

subject to review by the General Assembly, if appealed against or dissented from. 

7. That should any question arise between the month of January and the meeting of Assembly, not 
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provided for by these Orders, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet for the consideration and 

disposal of such questions. 

II. AS TO THE TRANSMISSION TO THE CLERK OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS, 

COMMISSIONS, OVERTURES, RETURNS TO OVERTURES AND PETITIONS 

1. That the names and full postal addresses of the Representatives of Presbyteries shall be transmitted 

by Presbytery Clerks to the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year, so far as they 

have been elected by that time. 

2. That all Commissions shall be sent up by Clerks of their respective Presbyteries, so as to be in the 

hands of the Clerk of the General Assembly at least one week before the Assembly meets. 

3. That all Overtures from Presbyteries and Synods, passed by the first day of May, be sent to the 

Clerk of Assembly not later than that date each year, in order that they may be duly arranged and printed, at 

the expense of the Assembly, for the use of the members, and that said Overtures be in the form of certified 

extracts from the Minutes of the Court by which the Overtures are transmitted. 

4. That Presbyteries shall transmit to the Clerk of Assembly their Returns to Overtures not later than 

the first day of May in each year; that said Presbyterial Returns shall consist of certified extracts from the 

Minutes of Presbytery; and that a separate leaf of paper shall be used for the Return on each Overture sent 

down by the General Assembly. 

5. That papers and cases intended to be transmitted to the Assembly through the Committee on Bills, 

shall be laid before that Committee by the Clerk of Assembly, and parties concerned shall be in attendance 

at that meeting. 

6. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except such papers as he may consider 

undesirable to print; that papers not printed shall be submitted in manuscript; and that if the Committee does 

not endorse the view of the Clerk, the papers shall forthwith be printed for the use of the Assembly. 

7. That these regulations shall not apply to Petitions for authority to sell congregational property, 

which Petitions shall not be transmitted through the Bills and Overtures Committee, but in the case of those 

addressed to the General Assembly shall be forwarded through the regular channels so as to be in the hands 

of the Principal Clerk not later than 28th February in each year. In the case of such Petitions addressed to 

the Commission of Assembly, they shall be forwarded so as to be in the hands of the Principal Clerk not 

later than one month before the date of the meeting of Commission to which it is proposed to submit them. 

The Principal Clerk shall lay each Petition before the Committee on Custody of Titles with a view to a 

report thereon being timeously prepared. 

III. AS TO COMMITTEE FOR BILLS AND OVERTURES 

1. That the Committee on Bills and Overtures appointed by the Assembly at their first diet, shall meet 

at the close of the first sederunt that day, and again if necessary on the following day before the meeting of 

Assembly. 

2. That there shall be no other meeting of the Committee except by leave of the Assembly on special 

cause shown. 

3. That the Committee shall see that all papers presented to them in Cases from Inferior Courts, 

whether forming part of the Record, or produced in evidence before said Courts, have been duly dated and 

numbered by the Clerk of said Courts, and marked with his initial; and that the Committee shall not receive 

STANDING ORDERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2019] 123 

 

 

any paper which is not authenticated, unless upon special cause shown, to be reported by them to the 

General Assembly. 

IV.  AS TO PRINTING PAPERS IN CASES COMING UP TO THE ASSEMBLY 

1. That all papers coming before the Assembly — viz. Memorials, Petitions (excepting those for 

power to sell property), Applications, References, Complaints and Appeals, with Extracts of Minutes of 

Inferior Courts, relative thereto, as also Reasons of Complaint or Appeal; and in cases of Libel with the 

Defences and Evidence adduced — which are passed by the Inferior Court before the first of May, shall be 

transmitted in manuscript to the Clerk of Assembly not later than that date in each year, in order to be 

printed in sufficient numbers for the use of the members of Assembly; and that papers passed by the Inferior 

Courts at a later date shall be transmitted to the Clerk without delay. 

2. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except any papers which he considers may lead 

to discussions in the Committee on Bills and Overtures; that he shall retain these in manuscript, and submit 

them in that form to the Committee, and that a list of them shall be appended to the volume containing the 

papers passing the Clerk. 

3. That in cases of discipline brought before the Assembly by reference from a Presbytery or Synod, 

or by complaint by a minority of the Court, the expense of printing shall be borne by the Assembly 

Arrangements Committee; in other circumstances by the Complainer or Appellant; and that in all other 

cases, such as Petitions, References not in Causes, Memorials, etc. the expense shall be borne by the party 

having interest in same, or desiring a deliverance from the Assembly. 

4. That all such papers be printed in a form corresponding to pages of the volume of Acts of the 

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. 

5. That all such papers shall be stitched together, and provided with an alphabetical index; and that a 

copy thereof shall be placed in the hands of each member of the Assembly. 

6. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly to be bound up and kept 

among the Records of Assembly. 

V. AS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1.  Devotional Exercises  

1. That a bell shall be rung for one minute; and members shall take their places in the House before 

the Moderator takes the Chair; that the Assembly Hall doors shall be closed each day during the opening 

exercises to prevent interruption by persons entering the House during that time; and that the Assembly 

shall spend the first hour or more of the first diet of the second full day of their meeting in devotional 

exercises. 

2. That any proposal for a pause in the Assembly’s proceedings with a view to engage in special 

devotional exercise, shall be made to the Assembly only through the Moderator. 

2.  Business Committee and Committee for Printing the Acts 

1. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee to arrange the Business of the 

House (other than the Report A of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, which hereafter shall be 

considered at the first sederunt of the Assembly, the proposed Deliverance on said Report to be free from 

the application of Standing Order V.3.4); that the Business Committee shall be prepared to make their first 

Report to the Assembly at the first diet of the first full day, immediately after the report of the Committee 
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on Bills and Overtures has been read; and further, that the Business Committee shall report from time to 

time to the Assembly till the whole business has been disposed of. 

2. That the Business Committee shall in their Report indicate such petitions as are of routine nature; 

that motions and amendments regarding such petitions shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before the 

first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved; and that if at the time of consideration of 

such a Petition there is no objection to it being classified as of a routine nature, the motion regarding it will 

be formally moved and seconded. 

3. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee for printing the Acts of Assembly 

and that the Committee shall arrange that the Acts be divided into two classes — Class I: those which have 

passed the Barrier Act; Class II: Acts which are of General Interest to the Church. 

3.  Reports of Committees 

1. That the Reports of all Committees reporting to the General Assembly (excepting only (1) that part 

of the Report of the Youth Committee which sets forth the results of the Youth Examinations, and (2) any 

report from the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committees which complies with Standing Order 

VI.5.10) shall, together with Deliverances to be proposed, be transmitted for printing to the Clerk of 

Assembly not later than the first day of April. All Reports, inclusive of the Report in terms of Standing 

Orders VI.5.l0, shall be stitched together, and sent to Commissioners to the General Assembly not later than 

ten days before the meeting of the Assembly. 

2. That Reports shall not be engrossed in the Record, but, after being printed, a copy of each, 

certified by the Clerk as being that given in to the Assembly, shall be kept in retentis, and the Reports shall 

be appended to the printed volume of the Acts and Proceedings of Assembly. 

3. That verbal Reports shall not be received, and no Sub-Committee shall give in any Report to the 

Assembly. 

4. That amendments to the proposed deliverances on the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements may be moved without previous notice and amendments relating to Ecumenical Relations 

shall be handed to the Clerk and read by him before the adjournment of the first sederunt; that amendments 

to Reports to be taken during the second and third sederunts shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before 

the suspension of the second sederunt: amendments to deliverances on all other Reports shall be handed in 

and read by the Clerk before the first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved. 

5. That paragraphs of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing Committee shall be 

numbered, and the mover shall not be required to read it when it is already in the hands of members of 

Assembly. 

6. That no paragraph of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing or Special Committee 

shall be deemed competent unless it contain, or be accompanied by, any information which is essential for 

its implementation 

7. That when any Committee is appointed during the Assembly’s sittings it shall be competent to 

move amendments to the proposed Deliverance on its report without previous notice. 

8. That it shall be competent for commissioners to give notice in writing of questions to be put to the 

person presenting a Report to the General Assembly — this without prejudice to the right to add 

supplementary questions or the right of members generally to propose questions from the floor. 
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4.  The Reading of Speeches and Length of Speeches 

1. That in the discussion of any subject brought before the Assembly, by Overture or by the Report of 

a Committee, it shall not be allowable, without leave granted by the House, for any member to read his 

speech from a Manuscript prepared previously to the discussion, except in the case of a member introducing 

an important subject to the attention of the House. 

2. That, previously to the discussion of any question which does not arise upon or contemplate the 

approval or disapproval of the Report of a Committee, the House shall determine, in such manner as may 

seem expedient, the order of priority belonging to the motions given notice of, and that, when a motion 

approving of a Report has been made and seconded, the House shall determine in the same manner the 

order of priority belonging to any other motions given notice of. 

3. That in the discussion of any question the proposer of each motion may address the House for not 

longer than 15 minutes, and the seconder for 5 minutes; and no subsequent speaker shall address the House 

for a longer period than 5 minutes; and that these limits shall be exceeded only when the Moderator shall 

have ascertained that the House desires any speaker to continue, and shall intimate the ascertained desire to 

that effect. 

4. That when a Convener, not being a member of Assembly, is permitted to present his Committee’s 

Report, the Convener and the mover of the Deliverance shall be required to come to an arrangement by 

which their combined speeches shall not exceed the time normally granted to the mover of a motion in 

terms of Standing Order V.4.3, or as that Order may be amended by this or any subsequent Assembly. It 

shall be competent for the person who presents a Committee’s Report to answer questions relating to the 

Report and to reply to the discussion, even if he be not a member of Assembly. 

5. That a member of the Assembly in moving or seconding an amendment shall confine himself to 

the matter of the amendment, and shall have the right to speak at a later stage to other matters in the Report 

and other amendments, provided that the total time taken in speaking shall conform to Standing Order 

V.4.3. 

5.  The Conducting of Causes 

1. That Counsel shall not be heard at the Bar in any Causes which may come before the House. 

2. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be entitled to appear as a 

separate party at the Bar of the Assembly, but the members of Presbytery may nevertheless be heard as 

members of Synod. 

3. That in no case shall there be more than two speakers for each party at the Bar, including the reply 

to which the appellant or complainer shall be entitled; and when there are more than two parties, there shall 

only be one speaker, and one speech for each, besides the reply — it being understood that where there is 

more than one complainer, each shall be considered as a different party only in case of its appearing to the 

Assembly that the complaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds. 

4. That, previously to hearing the parties in any Cause, the Clerk shall read the following 

announcement, — viz., “The members are reminded that justice requires the pleadings as at the Bar to be 

heard by all those who vote in the Cause, and that, in particular, no member ought to vote against either side 

of the Bar who has not heard the pleadings on that side”. 

5.(1) That the Clerk of Assembly shall not issue the papers to the members of Assembly, with reference to 

cases which he thinks require to be conducted with closed doors until specially instructed by the Assembly 
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to do so; but he shall report such cases to the Convener of the Business Committee, for its information 

immediately after its appointment; 

(2) That the Business Committee shall, in their first Report, specify any case which, in their judgment, 

requires to be conducted with closed doors; and any case which does not appear to them of that character, 

although the Clerk may have reported it as such; 

(3) That, in all cases thus reported on by the Business Committee the Assembly shall itself determine, 

by a special deliverance, at what stage of the proceedings the papers shall be issued to the members; and 

(4) That in every case which the Assembly appoints to be conducted with closed doors, the instruction to 

issue the papers shall be accompanied by a special exhortation to the members to keep them private. 

6.  Motions and Votes 

1. That every motion, whether original or amended, if not already in the hands of the Clerk, shall be 

given into the Clerk in writing, as soon as it shall have been made to the House. 

2. That the person who makes the first motion shall be entitled to the privilege of giving a reply, in 

which new matter must not be introduced; and that thereafter the debate shall be held to be definitely 

closed, and no other person shall be entitled to speak excepting with regard to the manner of putting a vote. 

3. That all motions after the first that are truly amendments on the first motion shall be disposed of in 

accordance with Standing Order No. V.6.6 and that when an amendment raises an issue different from that 

in other amendments, it shall be dealt with as a direct counter-motion. 

4. That where there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the vote shall be 

second or first motion. 

5. That when there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or third motion 

shall be put as amendment against the first; and the second question shall be, whether the first motion or the 

amendment so fixed shall be the decision of the House. 

6. That when there are more than three motions, the first question shall be whether the last proposed 

shall be put as the amendment, and so till only three remain, when the procedure shall be as prescribed in 

the immediately preceding sub-section. 

7. That in Causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, unless it be of such 

a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress. 

8. That when any proposal has been submitted in the Report of a Committee any motion for approval 

of such proposal shall take precedence of any counter-motion or amendment. 

9. Any motion seeking the approval of the General Assembly for the commitment of additional 

expenditure in excess of £500, over and above that already budgeted for by any relevant Committee and 

accepted by the Finance & Sustentation Committee, shall be deemed incompetent unless (a) an attempt shall 

have been made to ensure that the Finance & Sustentation Committee have had due time to give the matter 

consideration at their regular meetings and (b) advice thereanent from the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee is available to the Assembly 

7.  Mode of taking the Vote 

1. That on a division being called for, all parties who are not members, but have the privilege of 
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entering the House, shall withdraw. 

2. That on a division being called for the Clerk shall announce that no member ought to vote against 

a motion or amendment who has not been in attendance during the discussion thereof; that thereafter no one 

shall be permitted to enter the House till the vote has been taken and the result declared; that two or four 

Tellers shall be appointed by the Moderator, drawn equally from supporters of each motion before the 

House; and that these Tellers shall take their place at the Clerk’s table. But when the issue of a vote by show 

of hands is not immediately obvious the Tellers shall count the votes seat by seat taking up their positions at 

the ends of each seat in turn in order to do so. 

3. That the vote shall, in the discretion of the House, be taken either by calling of the Roll or by a 

show of hands, or by card. 

4. That as soon as the vote shall have been taken, the Tellers shall report the state of vote to the Clerk 

of Assembly, who shall write it down, and announce it to the House. 

5. That the Report of the Tellers, when announced to the House, shall be held as final and conclusive, 

and not subject to any revision by scrutiny or otherwise. 

8.  Dissents 

That no dissents against any deliverance of the Assembly shall be given in until the matter in which it is 

pronounced is, for that sederunt, disposed of, the Minutes are completed and adjusted, and the House is 

ready to proceed to other business. 

9.  Drafts of Declaratory or Interim Acts and Overtures 

That the Draft of any proposed Declaratory or Interim Act, as also the Draft of any Overture which it is 

proposed to transmit to Presbyteries for their opinion in terms of the Barrier Act, shall be laid on the Table 

of the Assembly, and printed and circulated among the members, at least one diet before a motion be made 

for the passing of such Declaratory or Interim Act, or for the transmission of such Overture to the 

Presbyteries of the Church. 

10.  Letters addressed to the Moderator 

That all letters addressed to the Moderator for the purpose of being communicated to the Assembly, shall, in 

the first instance, be laid by him before the Business Committee, who shall advise the Moderator as to the 

way of disposing of them. 

11.  Deputations from other Churches, etc. 

1. That the list of corresponding Churches and Societies shall be as determined by the General 

Assembly from time to time on the recommendation of the Assembly Arrangements Committee. 

2. That deputies from corresponding Churches or Societies shall forward their commission or letters 

of introduction so as to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year; and he 

shall submit the same to the Business Committee so that arrangements may be made for the deputies to 

address the General Assembly. 

3. That deputies from Churches and Societies other than those aforesaid shall likewise forward 

Commissions or letters of introduction to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of March, 

and he shall report the same to the Commission of Assembly meeting in that month, who shall be 

empowered to decide which of the deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the Assembly. In the 
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event of failure of the Commission to meet, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet at the 

earliest opportunity, and shall decide which deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the 

Assembly. 

4. That in the case of strangers who may be desirous of being introduced to the Assembly and 

addressing the House, notice thereof shall be conveyed to the Moderator, who shall report the same to the 

Business Committee, that they may advise in the matter. 

12.  Visitation of Synod Records, and Examinations of Minutes of Committees 

1. That the Synod Books shall be called for at the first diet of the Assembly, and that a Committee or 

Committees shall be appointed for visiting the same, who shall fill up a schedule with the information 

required by the Assembly regarding each book — said schedule to be returned when the Report of the 

Visitors shall be called for. 

2. That a copy of the Report, as sustained by the Assembly, shall be transmitted to the Synod, and 

engrossed in their Record. 

3. That the Minutes of Committees and the Foreign Board shall be laid annually on the Table of the 

Assembly, and visited in the same manner as the Synod Books. 

13.  Printing of Assembly’s Proceedings, etc. 

1. That the Minutes of Commission, together with roll of matters to be taken up on the following 

days, and lists of members of Committees, be printed and placed in the hands of the Members of Assembly 

on the opening day. 

2. That when a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the Assembly it shall not be competent 

to make any alterations upon it without the permission of the House, excepting in the shape of an 

amendment, or second or third motion, as the case may be, regularly proposed to the Assembly. 

14.  Minutes 

That the minutes adopted at any of the diets be read over and approved of only at a morning diet, with the 

exception of the Minutes of the last day of the Assembly’s sittings, which Minutes shall be read over and 

approved of before the rising of the Assembly. 

15.  Standing Orders 

That the Standing Orders be read, or, by vote, be held as read immediately before the appointment of the 

Business Committee, and that they be printed in the first day’s proceedings. 

16.  Conduct of Commissioners 

That courtesy demands that all diets of the Assembly be attended by Commissioners, and that private 

meetings should not be held during the sederunts of the Assembly. 

17.  Declaration of Interests 

That it is the duty of any member or party having an interest or close personal relationship relating to 

business under consideration to disclose and declare that interest or close personal relationship.  

Furthermore, the Moderator, Convener or Chairman shall take due cognizance of the appropriateness or 

otherwise of an individual or individuals having an interest or close personal relationship being present 

during consideration of such business and, if the member or party having an interest or close personal 
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relationship, having been requested to withdraw do not withdraw voluntarily for the duration of 

consideration of the business in which he has an interest or close personal relationship, the Moderator, 

Convener or Chairman shall call for the appointment of a committee or sub-committee comprising all 

members, other than those having an interest, to deal with the business in question during a period of 

suspension and to report back with recommendations immediately after the suspension. 

VI. AS TO COMMITTEES 

1.  Types of Committee 

That the business of the Church between one Assembly and the next ensuing shall be carried on by 

Standing Committees and Special Committees. 

2. Standing Committees 

1.  That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups 

2.  That the Groups shall be arranged as follows: 

Group 1:  Legal Advice & Property  —  Adviser: Principal Clerk  

Finance & Sustentation  —  Adviser: Treasurer 

Group 2:  Public Questions, Religion & Morals  —  Adviser: Editor of Witness  

Publications (including defence of Church Principles)  —  Editorial Team as Advisers  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Group 3   Welfare of Youth & Education  —  Adviser: Editor of Explorer 

Foreign & Home Missions  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations  —  Advisers: Assistant Clerk of Assembly, 

Moderator of immediately preceding Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly.  

Ecumenical Relations 

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the General Assembly for the 

meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to 

those dates. 

3.  Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each 

Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group of Committees.  In addition 

Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA 

4.  That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve on all the 

Committees of the Group. 

5.  That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener of each Standing 

Committee, due regard being had to effective working and continuity of policy.  In the event of the death or 

resignation of the Convener of any of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become 

the Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his succession to the 
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position of Convener in the circumstances described above, the Committee shall forthwith appoint one of 

their number in room and place of the said Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener 

so appointed by the Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-

ensuing General Assembly. 

3.  Special Committees 

1.  That these shall be appointed by the General Assembly.  

2.  That Special Committees shall comprise the following: 

2.1 A Psalmody Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from each 

Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of and practical experience in 

Psalmody. 

4.  Nominations to Committees 

1.  That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in normal conditions those 

who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire annually, so that within four years the membership 

of each Committee shall be changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for 

appointment to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their retirement 

aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a member of a Committee before his four 

years’ service have expired, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee are empowered to 

nominate to the Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired portion of 

the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed. 

2. Although in terms of Standing Order VI.4.1 above any individual who has served on a group of 

Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of Committees without a one-year break, that 

shall not preclude his potential eligibility for service on another group of Committees following, though not 

concurrent with, his service on the first group. 

3.  That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees shall be intimated to the 

Convener of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee; that resignation from one 

Committee in a Group of Standing Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that 

Group; and that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason to be 

stated by him to, and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, have failed to 

attend any of the meetings of the relevant Committee during the period between the last General Assembly 

and the meeting of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing 

Order VI.4.9 shall be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee. 

4. That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing Committees resigns his 

membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an office-bearer of a Congregation within the 

Presbytery which he represented, then that individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the 

Presbytery is permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the said 

Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly Arrangements and 

Nominations Committee shall make recommendations with regard to the filling of the vacancy as set out in 

paragraph VI.4.9. below.  In such circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by 

the Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full four year period. 

5.  In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his four-year term of office a 

replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and reported on to 

the ensuing General Assembly. 

STANDING ORDERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2019] 131 

 

 

6.  That not later than the first day of January in each year the Principal Clerk of Assembly shall furnish to 

the Clerk of each Presbytery a list of the members of the Standing and Special Committees, indicating 

thereon which members of these Committees will retire from office at the next-ensuing Assembly and 

which members may have died or become disqualified. 

7.  That each Presbytery of the Church shall forward to the Principal Clerk of Assembly by the first day of 

November of each year a list of names of such Elders, within their bounds (along with their designations, 

full addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses; together with a note of previous service, if any, on 

Committees, or their suitability for service on a Standing or Special Committee), as they desire to submit 

for the information of other Presbyteries, and being known by them to be eligible, suitable and available for 

nomination to vacancies on Standing or Special Committees.  The Principal Clerk shall collate all these 

returns and forward a list of the names of the Elders so recommended to the Clerk of each Presbytery at the 

same time (viz. the first day of January each year) as he forwards the names of existing members of the 

Standing and Special Committees showing which members fall to be replaced. 

8.  That each Presbytery shall, not later than the last day of February next ensuing, furnish to the Principal 

Clerk of Assembly the names of Ministers and Elders (not necessarily members of Presbytery) 

recommended by the Presbytery as suitable for appointment to Standing and Special Committees, these lists 

not to contain more names than the known number of vacancies.  The Principal Clerk shall forthwith cause 

these lists to be laid before the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee. 

9.  That not later than the first day of April the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee shall 

select, out of the names submitted by Presbyteries, as many Ministers and Elders as shall fill the vacancies 

of the various Standing and Special Committees, and shall recommend these to the General Assembly, and 

the names so recommended shall, not later than the first day of May, be communicated by the Assembly 

Arrangements and Nominations Committee to the Clerk of Assembly, and shall be included in the papers to 

be printed.  That part of the Report of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee which 

relates to nominations to Standing and Special Committees shall be submitted separately from any Report 

dealing with other aspects of their remit. 

10.  The Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, in making their nominations, shall take due 

cognisance of the recommendations of Presbyteries and shall (1) take special cognisance of the 

recommendations of potential Committee members by the Presbyteries of which these men are members; 

(2) have regard to fitness for the work of the particular Committee or Committees for which the persons are 

to be nominated; (3) have regard to as even a distribution of influence as possible over the Church; (4) have 

regard to economy in relation to the expense connected with attendance at meetings of Committees; (5) in 

the specific case where no suitable eligible individual from a particular Presbytery or Synod is available to 

be nominated to fill a particular vacancy on a Standing or Special Committee, it shall be competent for the 

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to nominate an individual from another Presbytery or 

Synod, so as to ensure that a full complement of members is maintained on each Committee. 

11.  That it shall be competent for any Member of Assembly to move an amendment or amendments to the 

recommendations of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, provided that notice of such 

amendment shall have been given to the Clerk of Assembly in writing, not later than the second last day of 

the Assembly, and provided that such amendments are in accordance with the provisions of Standing 

Orders VI.4.1-4 above. 

12.  That the appointment of Clerks to each Committee or Special Committee shall be made by the General 

Assembly, such appointments being made with due regard to such special requirements as may be peculiar 

to the Committees concerned and the suitability of the skills of the individual appointed.  The Clerk 

appointed need not be drawn from the membership of the Committee. 
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13.  That Advisers to Committees as detailed in Standing Order VI.2.2 above shall have entitlement to be 

present at all meetings of Committee and shall have a right to participate in the deliberations of the 

Committee but shall have no vote. 

14.  That each Standing and Special Committee shall produce and maintain an up-to-date Memorandum on 

Procedure to serve as a guide to members as to how the Committee should proceed in terms of the Laws 

and Practice of the Church. 

15.  That each Committee named in Standing Orders VI.2.2 and VI.3.2 above shall, for the purposes of 

legislation existing prior to the General Assembly of 2001, be deemed to be the Standing or Special 

Committee the remit of which is included in the remit of the Committee referred to in Standing Order 

VI.2.2 or VI.3.2 above. 

16.  That in the selection of Ministers and Elders to form any Ad hoc Special Committee, which is to report 

to a subsequent Assembly, the Assembly shall not be restricted to its own members. 

17.  That when the appointment of an Ad hoc Special Committee has been resolved on, the Committee shall 

not be nominated until the following day, except in cases the urgency of which does not admit of a day’s 

delay. 

18.  That no Committee shall sit while the Moderator is in the Chair at any diet of the Assembly’s meeting. 
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