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THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)

MAY MMXXI

CLASS | — ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE

BARRIER ACT
None
CLASS Il — ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST
TO THE CHURCH
Act | — Act anent Appointment of Principal Clerk of Assembly

(No 1 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2021

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Graeme Craig as Principal Clerk of Assembly with
immediate effect.

Act Il — Act anent Appointment of Assistant Clerk of Assembly
(No 2 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2021

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod as Assistant Clerk of
Assembly as from the close of this Assembly.
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Act 111 — Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen

(No 3 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), met in General
Assembly this 25th day of May 2021, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our
continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

We are thankful to God for the good health which Your Majesty has continued to enjoy in
the providence of the Lord, and in the midst of a global pandemic. We note, with
gratitude to the Most High, that you have been sustained by Him in the midst of the
unique difficulties of these times and that you have been able to continue, sometimes
through different methods, the many tasks that fall to Your Majesty to fulfil as Head of
State.

We assure Your Majesty that we have mourned with Your Majesty in the very sad
passing of Your Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh. We give thanks to God for the Duke’s constant support to Your
Majesty and for his selfless devotion to duty over many decades. Your Majesty’s
marriage to His Royal Highness has left an enduring example of marriage as a creation
ordinance instituted by God. We are thankful that the nation, in the midst of much moral
confusion, had such a fine pattern set before it at the highest level. In these days of
sorrow we would commend Your Majesty to the comfort of the King of Kings, “who
knoweth our frame; and remembereth that we are dust”. We pray that Your Majesty
would find strength and comfort in the Word of God, binding up brokenness, and fixing
trust upon the one who is eternal and assures those who trust in Him alone that, not even
death itself can separate them from His presence.

During this past year as the nation has continued to struggle with the effects of the corona
virus — Covid-19 — we are thankful for the continuing stability which has been afforded
us by Your Majesty’s throne and the leadership provided through your earnest and
optimistic outlook. We are thankful too for those in the forefront of the effort to combat
the pandemic and care for those most affected by it. As we look forward to further easing
of restrictions we trust that Your Majesty may be afforded fresh strength for the many
duties which continue to fall upon you.

Nevertheless it remains a matter of grave concern to us how little serious spiritual
reflection, earnest prayer and heartfelt repentance has been evident throughout the nation
in these testing times. Whilst it behoves us to thank God for His mercy in removing, for
the present, the worst effects of the pandemic, it is of equal importance that we heed His
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voice in this providential visitation. As the nation emerges from the turmoil of these
events it is our prayer that God will endow Your Majesty’s Government, and the
devolved administrations, with wisdom and godly courage in order that our national
recovery may be accompanied by a recovery of Reformation principles and biblical order
in church, state and family life.

We continue to watch with alarm the erosion of freedom of speech for those whose
supreme allegiance is to the Word of God and whose commission from the Lord is to
declare His Word in all its parts without fear or favour. The continued marginalisation of
Christian values and the hostility shown to those who hold such values as precious is a
matter of deep concern and we would convey to Your Majesty our grave fears for future
generations and the continued unimpeded sounding forth of God’s Word and the Gospel
trumpet.

We are thankful for the support afforded Your Majesty by other members of the Royal
Family and are pleased to note the increasing role being played by the younger members
of the family, including the Earl and Countess of Strathearn. May they and their young
children be upheld by the Lord, know His saving grace, and be, under God, a means of
enhancing the status of the Monarchy and the stability of our nation.

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

Act IV — Act anent Equal Dividend
(No 4 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £21,000 from 1st July 2021.

ActV — Act anent Funeral Grant
(No 5 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly approve a scheme for a grant payment on the death of a Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing) Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired from a
Charge as follows:

1. The Minister must have been a member of a Scottish Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) Presbytery at date of decease.



2021] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 9

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the relevant
Presbytery to the General Treasurer.

3. The Presbytery Clerk shall furnish the General Treasurer with the name and contact
details of the widow, failing which, the executors of the estate of the deceased.

4. The General Treasurer shall arrange for payment to be made directly to the widow,
failing which, to the executors of the estate of the deceased.

5. The amount to be paid as a funeral grant shall be reviewed triennially in conjunction
with Supply Fees and Expenses.

6. The General Assembly hereby repeal Act IV 2013 — Act anent Grants for Funeral
Costs of Retired Ministers.

Act VI — Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Harris
(No 6 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Harris continue on the Equal
Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 —
Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a settlement,
subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 85% of Equal Dividend.

Act VII — Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of
Kilmuir & Stenscholl
(No 7 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly repeal Act VIII, 2019 and direct that the Congregation of Kilmuir
& Stenscholl remain on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in
accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 4 years
from the rising of the Assembly, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to
Central Funds 47% of Equal Dividend.
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Act VIII — Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery
(No 8 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

1. The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery and grant
its crave and appoint General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the
forthcoming year;

2. The General Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie, Rev. James Clark and Rev.
Henry J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the
forthcoming year.

Act IX — Act anent Roll of Board of Trustees
(No 8 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows: Dr
Andrew |. Naylor, Harris (Chairman), Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-
chairman), Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea, Mr Thomas Maclnnes, Portree,
Mr John N. Gillies, Partick.

Act X — Act anent Appointment of Media Officer
(No 10 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for stepping in as acting Media

Officer and approve the Committee’s recommendation by appointing him to the role of
Media Officer for the Church.

Act XI — Act anent Reorganisation of Spanish Mission
(No 11 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Kirk Session of the Spanish Mission
anent Reorganisation of the Spanish Mission and grant its crave and hereby reorganise the
Spanish Mission work; they disjoin the work in France from the work in Spain, and
sanction the work in Rubi as a duly Sanctioned Charge with one Kirk Session and one
Deacons’ Court with Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz as Minister of the Congregation, and erect
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Pau as a duly Sanctioned Charge with its own Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court with
permission to call a minister.

Act XIl — Act anent Erection of Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon
(No 12 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2021

1. The General Assembly hereby erect the mission works at Rubi, Spain and Pau,
France into a Presbytery called the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon, to have their
place of ordinary meeting in Rubi, the Presbytery being under the Home & Foreign
Missions Committee in loco synodi;

2. The General Assembly direct the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon to meet at Calle
Pitagoras 3, 08191 Rubi, Spain, on Saturday 5th June at 5pm CEST, with Rev. Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz as their Moderator;

3. The General Assembly appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James Maclnnes, Rev.
Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson
General Assessors to the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon.

Act X111 — Act anent Appointment of Lecturer in Systematic Theology
(No 13 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 26™ May 2021

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald Lecturer in Systematic Theology.

Act XIVV — Act anent Official Address of Denomination
(No 14 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 26™ May 2021

The General Assembly approve the Bracadale & Duirinish Manse property address ‘Loch
Mor’, Struan, Isle of Skye, IV56 8FB as the official address of the denomination.
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Act XV — Act appointing Commission of Assembly.
(No 15 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 26™ May 2021

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission
consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named
by the Moderator: - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to
the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their
number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at
Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at
seven o’clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and
convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly
fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and
finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall
be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything
contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General
Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.
Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to
particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal
concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed that no
private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be
determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until
disapproved by the General Assembly. And further, the said Commission are hereby
empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for
raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned charges, for
consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas
and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any
reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and
ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the
suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to
Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.
And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned. And in
all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church
and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all
their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as
they shall see cause. And this Commission shall continue and endure until another
Commission is appointed. And members are required to attend the diets of the said
Commission.
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Act XVI — Act appointing next General Assembly
(No 16 Class 11)
Edinburgh, 26™ May 2021

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 23" May 2022 years at 6 o’clock
in the evening.

Acts of the Commission of Assembly

None
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING),

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 24™ MAY MMXXI

At Edinburgh and at 49 Caiyside there and by electronic conference 2‘; " ';"AY
onaa
the 24" day of May 2021 years at 6 o’clock evening ~ Sess. 1. Tmn:

Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet 1. Assembly
this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. William Macleod, Retiring Constituted
Moderator, who preached from John 17:11

And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to thee. Holy
Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be
one, as we are.

the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having
been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as
follows:

MAINLAND SYNOD 2. Roll of Assembly

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages,
Greyfriars (Rtd) Ardersier, Inverness, IV2 7QS

Mr Daniel MacKinnon, Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive,
Kilmorack & Strathglass (Rtd) Inverness, 1IV4 4ND

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig,
Kilmorack & Strathglass Aultbea, 122 2JJ

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd) Mr Alexander Watt, 10 Bayview Road,
Mr James Clark, Inverness Free Greyfriars ~ Gardenstown, Banff, AB45 3YF

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores

Mr Murdo Maclver, Poolewe & Aultbea
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24™ MAY
Monday

Evening

2. Roll of
Assembly (Cont.)

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

[2021

Northern Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr Robert W. Josey, Resolis (Rtd)
Mr Thomas J. Buchanan, Brora

ELDERS

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen
Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, V17 0UJ

Mr John MacKenzie, Culkein, Drumbeg,
Assynt, Sutherland, 1V27 4NL

Mr William Murray, 19 Woodland Crescent,
Golspie, Sutherland, KW10 6TZ

Mr W. John Urquhart, 3 Firthview Avenue,
Inverness, IV3 8NT

Southern Preshytery

MINISTERS

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland (Rtd)
Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd)
Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd)
Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd)
Mr William Macleod, Knightswood

Mr Graeme Craig, Ayr

Mr E. Trevor Kirkland,

Ballyclare & Doagh

Mr James |. Gracie, Edinburgh,

Free St Columba’s

Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick

Mr James S. Haram, Shettleston

ELDERS

Mr Maurice Campbell, 100 Ballyduff Road,
Newtonabbey, BT36 6UU

Mr John N. Gillies, 19 Falkland St,
Glasgow, G12 9PY

Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,
Edinburgh, EH7 6QS

Mr George McMillan, 18 Amochrie Drive,
Paisley, PA2 OBE

Dr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way,
Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD
Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,
Glasgow, G12 0DU

Mr Alan Wilson, 13 Sandyhills Place,
Glasgow, G32 9PS

Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin Street,
Sandyhills, Glasgow, G32 9BB

WESTERN SYNOD

Outer Hebrides Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr lain Smith, Harris (Rtd)

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd)
Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay
Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross

Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Scalpay

Mr Alasdair J. Macleod, Knock & Point

ELDERS

Mr Donald Buchanan, 27 Upper Bayble,
Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0QH

Mr Calum Macleod, ‘Water’s Edge’,
Braighe Road, Stornoway,

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BQ

Mr Duncan MacSween, Rowan Cottage,
Scalpay, Isle of Harris, HS4 3YF

Mr Donald Martin, 9a Branahuie,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BB

Mr Donald Morrison, 31 Lower Shader,
Barvas, Isle of Lewis, HS2 ORH

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, 18 Ferry Road,
Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA
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24™ MAY
Mond
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron e _ay
Evening
MINISTERS ELDERS 2. Roll of
Assembly (Cont.)

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd) Mr Alasdair MacDonald, 9 Sconser,

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort Isle of Skye, 148 8TD

Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree Mr John MacDonald, 4 Achachorc, Portree,
Mr A. James Maclnnes, Isle of Skye, IV51 9HT

Lochalsh & Strath Mr lain A.C. MacPherson, 10 Storr Road,
Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish  Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9LR

Mr Thomas I. Budgen, Mr Donald A. Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’,
Kilmuir & Stenscholl Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, IV41 8PL

Mr Angus Shaw, Clachard, Tote, Skeabost,
Isle of Skye, 1V51 9PQ

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA

Preshytery of the United States of America

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) Mr John M. King, 110 Whileaway Court,

Mr Robert D. McCurley, Greenville Taylors, South Carolina 29687, USA

Mr Gavin Beers, Mebane Mr William Sullivan, 119 Autostop Lane,
Mr Brent C. Evans, Atlanta Spout Spring, Virginia 24593, USA

Mr Jonathan D. Mattull, St Louis Mr Charles H. Greenewald, 5009 Limerick

Lane, Flowery Branch, Georgia 30542, USA
Mr Randall E. Taylor, 5021 Theiss Road,
St Louis, Missouri 63128, USA

BY CERTIFICATE FROM
THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain Mr Hugues Pierre, 09 route d’Espéchede
Mr Shanmugam N.V. Partheepan, Sri 64420 Andoins, France

Lanka Mr Donald MacDonald, 35 Anderson Road,

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2PG
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24™ MAY
Monday

Evening

3. Thanks

4. Election of
Moderator

5. Standing Orders

6. Committees to
Expedite Business
of the House

6a. Committee on

Bills, Overtures etc.

and Business
Committee

6b. Committee to
Prepare Loyal &
Dutiful Address

6c. Committee to
Prepare Minute on
Deceased Ministers
& Elders

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2021

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and
his services in the Chair.

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved,
seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. Murdo Angus N. Macleod, Minister
at Snizort, to be their Moderator. Intimation of his appointment was then made to Mr
Macleod, who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the
Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly.

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of
the House.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions &
Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of:

Messrs: Henry J.T. Woods, Graeme Craig, David M. Blunt, Richard R. Ross, Raymond A.
Kemp, Andrew R. Allan, and James I. Gracie, Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant,
John MacKenzie, Calum Macleod, and Lindsay MacCallum, Elders. Rev. Henry J.T.
Woods, Convener of Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. Andrew R. Allan,
Convener of Business Committee.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her
Majesty The Queen consisting of:

Messrs: David S. Fraser, William B. Scott, Maurice J. Roberts, William Macleod, John
W. Keddie, James I. Gracie, Murdo A.N. Macleod, Kenneth M. Macdonald, Robert D.
McCurley, Timothy J. McGlynn, and David M. Blunt, Ministers; with Messrs W. John
Urquhart, Maurice Grant, Glenn Fraser, Alexander Watt, Maurice Campbell, George
McMillan, Alan Wilson, Donald Martin, John Macdonald, Angus Shaw, and Colin
MacDonald, Elders. Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers
& Elders consisting of:

Messrs: James Clark, Davide Ratti, A. James Maclnnes, Calum Smith, James Haram,
Murdo Maclver, and Thomas Buchanan, Ministers; with Messrs Andrew 1. Naylor,
Donald A. Robertson, Donald Buchanan, Murdo MacDonald, Norman Smith, Duncan
Macsween, Alasdair Macdonald, and Charles Greenewald, Elders. Dr. Andrew I. Naylor,
Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
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The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of

Messrs: John Macleod, lain Smith, E.T. Kirkland, Greg MacDonald, David M. Blunt,
Alasdair J. Macleod, and Thomas I. Budgen, Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant, John
N. Gillies, James Millar, Ewan Wilson, lain A.C. Macpherson, and Donald MacDonald,
Elders. Rev. Greg MacDonald, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Mr Murdo Murray (Gress) as Assembly Officer.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in
the hands of members, was referred to by the Vice-convener, who addressed the
Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of
the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department;

The General Assembly, noting the health crisis which is still having effects on the
nation, approve the Committee’s actions in preparing for the Assembly to meet by
teleconference over a number of days in May, and welcome the practical
arrangements made as outlined in the Report;

The General Assembly accept the recommendation of the Committee that any votes
taken during this Assembly should be by calling the Roll;

The General Assembly appoint Mr Murdo Murray as Assembly Officer and thank
him for making his services available to the Assembly;

The General Assembly welcome the attempts made to provide a public broadcast of
this Assembly and encourage the Committee to provide this facility in future years;

The General Assembly note with sadness the sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod,
Principal Clerk of Assembly; they record their deep sense of gratitude to God for the
invaluable help and guidance he provided to the Church over the critical years before
and after January 2000, and his unstinting labours to assist in whatever way possible
the Committees and Courts of the Church;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Graeme Craig, Assistant Clerk of Assembly, for
taking on the added burden of trying to run the Assembly Clerks’ Department
without a colleague and for providing clerking and advice to the Committees and
Courts of the Church;

The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie, Assistant Clerk of Assembly
pro tem, for this Assembly;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to
assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the
General Assembly;
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10. The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their consideration of the best
manner of storing official records and other materials, including archival material
relating to the Church;

11. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of
the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee
Conveners and Clerks;

12. The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-
conferencing facilities for the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on
Church-related business, and commend its use when appropriate; in particular they
approve the suggestion that the June meetings of Committees be held by video-
conferencing facility.

The General Assembly suspended their business to enable the Committee on Bills,
Overtures, Petitions & Commissions and the Business Committee to meet.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures,
Petitions & Commissions which was given in by the Convener in the following terms:

At Edinburgh and at 49 Caiyside there and by
Teleconference Call on Monday 24" May 2021
years, the Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions
& Commissions appointed by the General
Assembly met and was constituted.

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been received
and were in order and that all certificates were to hand for all Commissioners
apart from the following who cannot take their Seat until they produce a valid
certificate, viz: Messrs Maurice Campbell, Alan Wilson, Alexander Watt.

2. The Committee had before them two Petitions, two Overtures and three
Supplementary Reports. The Committee agreed to recommend that all the
papers be passed into the Assembly.

3. With regard to the communication from a private individual, it was agreed that
this should be referred to the Court of first instance.

4. The meeting was closed with prayer.
It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures, etc.
Committee.

The Moderator ruled that an Addendum to the proposed Deliverance of the Bills &
Overtures, etc. was incompetent.

It was moved and seconded that the Moderator’s ruling be overturned.
On a vote being taken the Moderator’s ruling was upheld.

Wherefore
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was g Rreport of

given in by the Convener. Committee on Bills,
Overtures, Petitions

& Commissions
It was moved, seconded and agreed that (Cont.)

Findin
The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee. ’

10. Report of

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Assembly Business Committee

Arrangements & Nominations Committee which was given in by the Vice-convener in the Finding

following terms: 11. Supplementary

Report of the
At a special meeting of the Committee in January, the Committee noted with deep ﬁﬁf:;gg%ems 2

sadness the sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Principal Clerk of Assembly, Nominations

on 17" December 2020. There being therefore a vacancy in the Assembly Clerks’ Committee

Department, the Committee solicited nominations from Presbyteries for the office Report

of Principal Clerk of Assembly. Being aware of the possibility of the current

Assistant Clerk being appointed as Principal Clerk, it was agreed that nominations

should be sought for the Office of Assistant Clerk of Assembly in case of this

eventuality.
The list of returns from each Presbytery is as follows:

Principal Clerk

Presbytery of Inverness Rev. Graeme Craig
Northern Presbytery Rev. Graeme Craig
Outer Hebrides Presbytery Rev. Graeme Craig
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron Rev. Graeme Craig
Southern Presbytery Rev. Graeme Craig
Presbytery of USA Rev. Graeme Craig
Summary

Rev. Graeme Craig 6 Presbyteries

Assistant Clerk

Presbytery of Inverness Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod,
Rev. David M. Blunt

Northern Presbytery Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod,
Rev. James I. Gracie

Presbytery of Outer Hebrides Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
Rev. James I. Gracie,
Rev. Henry J.T. Woods

Southern Presbytery Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
Presbytery of USA Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
Summary

Rev. David M. Blunt 1 Presbytery
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Rev. James I. Gracie 2 Presbyteries
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 6 Presbyteries
Rev. Henry J.T. Woods 1 Preshytery

Whist thanking those Presbyteries which nominated him, Mr Woods requested that
his name be not considered.

GLENN FRASER, Convener

A. JAMES MACINNES, Vice-convener

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and note the Supplementary Report of the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee;

2. In view of the death of Rev. John MacLeod, Principal Clerk of Assembly, the
General Assembly proceed to nominate a replacement Principal Clerk of Assembly,
the appointment to take immediate effect.

On the basis of their foregoing resolution the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a
new Principal Clerk of Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Graeme Craig as Principal Clerk of Assembly with
immediate effect.

Mr Craig being present, signified his acceptance of appointment as Principal Clerk of
Assembly and promised to fulfil the duties of this office with fidelity.

On the basis of their foregoing resolution the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a
new Assistant Clerk of Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod as Assistant Clerk of
Assembly as from the close of this Assembly.

Mr Macleod being present, signified his acceptance of appointment as Assistant Clerk of
Assembly and promised to fulfil the duties of this office with fidelity.

On the call of the Moderator Rev. David S. Fraser led the General Assembly in prayer
seeking the Lord’s blessing on the new Assembly Clerks in their new responsibilities.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical
Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-
convener and Clerk pro tem;
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The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate
relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth;

The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in the International Conference of Reformed Churches and the
European Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies;

The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this
organisation; the Assembly thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our
Church’s representative on the Affinity council;

The General Assembly note with pleasure the federal relations maintained with the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia;

The General Assembly note with pleasure the approach from the Australian Free
Church seeking admission, and the proposal that a Presbytery of Australia be erected,
and grant approval in principle for this course of action; they authorise the
Committee to correspond further with the Australian Free Church, with the intention
of bringing a matured proposal to the General Assembly in 2022 for the admission of
the Australian Free Church and erection of a Presbytery of Australia;

The General Assembly authorise the Committee to correspond with the Australian
Churches with which we have contact, informing them of the Church’s intention to
erect a Preshytery of Australia, and in particular to write to the Southern Presbyterian
Church of Tasmania and to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Australia to
invite them to associate with this Presbytery, should they so wish, and otherwise to
maintain active ecumenical relations with the Free Church (Continuing);

The General Assembly note with approval the discussions between our United States
Presbytery, the Ecumenical Relations Committee and the Presbyterian Reformed
Church of North America, and pray that these contacts will develop toward closer
ecumenical relations;

The General Assembly note the cordial discussions between representatives of the
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Scotland;

The General Assembly note the approach to representatives of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) by representatives of the Associated Presbyterian Churches;

The General Assembly commend the Response to the Statement of Differences
prepared by the Free Presbyterian Church to the attention of the wider Church;

The General Assembly determine to appoint a Special Committee on the Name of the
Church to evaluate the merit of a change of the name of the denomination as a means
to enhance the public witness of the Church and improve the possibility of uniting
like-minded brethren throughout the land and beyond, to consult with Presbyteries
thereanent, to develop proposals if it is thought that such a change would be
beneficial and report to the General Assembly of 2022.

It was also moved and seconded that
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The following be inserted as a new paragraph 11 and renumber accordingly:
The General Assembly amend the Appendix to the Report as follows:
Page 19 para 3.3 After ‘individual consciences’ insert ‘but the Church itself from
which they seceded, was found willing—though always, blessed be God! with a
protesting minority in her courts’ and after ‘her courts’ insert as a footnote:
The Catechism on the Principles and Constitution of the Free Church of Scotland
published by authority of the Publications Committee of the General Assembly in
December 1845, and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly itself in 1847,
states:

Q. 205 How did the evangelical and true Presbyterian minority act, when the
dominant party thus enforced lay patronage in its most obnoxious forms?

Ans. They maintained the attitude of a protesting body within the Establishment.
Q. 206 Why did they not leave the Establishment?

Ans. Because they considered they had grounds to stand upon constitutional
principles and statutory conditions, which could not be altered by the actings of a
corrupt majority of its office-bearers.

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph 12 of the proposed deliverance be deleted and replaced with:
12. The General Assembly note the reference in the report to a request that the
Assembly appoint a Special Committee to evaluate the merit of a change of the name
of the denomination. They advise that should any individual wish to pursue this
matter, they do so through the courts of the Church by way of Overture.

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the second motion.

On a vote being taken between the third motion and the first motion, the first motion was
declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-
convener and Clerk pro tem;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
has a duty to recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate
relations with them where possible, without compromise of God’s Truth;

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in the International Conference of Reformed Churches and the
European Conference of Reformed Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies;

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) in Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this
organisation; the Assembly thank the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our
Church’s representative on the Affinity council;
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The General Assembly note with pleasure the federal relations maintained with the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia;

The General Assembly note with pleasure the approach from the Australian Free
Church seeking admission, and the proposal that a Presbytery of Australia be erected,
and grant approval in principle for this course of action; they authorise the
Committee to correspond further with the Australian Free Church, with the intention
of bringing a matured proposal to the General Assembly in 2022 for the admission of
the Australian Free Church and erection of a Presbytery of Australia;

The General Assembly authorise the Committee to correspond with the Australian
Churches with which we have contact, informing them of the Church’s intention to
erect a Preshytery of Australia, and in particular to write to the Southern Presbyterian
Church of Tasmania and to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Australia to
invite them to associate with this Presbytery, should they so wish, and otherwise to
maintain active ecumenical relations with the Free Church (Continuing);

The General Assembly note with approval the discussions between our United States
Presbytery, the Ecumenical Relations Committee and the Presbyterian Reformed
Church of North America, and pray that these contacts will develop toward closer
ecumenical relations;

The General Assembly note the cordial discussions between representatives of the
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Scotland;

The General Assembly note the approach to representatives of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) by representatives of the Associated Presbyterian Churches;

The General Assembly amend the Appendix to the Report as follows:

Page 19 para 3.3 After ‘individual consciences’ insert ‘but the Church itself from
which they seceded, was found willing—though always, blessed be God! with a
protesting minority in her courts’ and after ‘her courts’ insert as a footnote:

The Catechism on the Principles and Constitution of the Free Church of Scotland
published by authority of the Publications Committee of the General Assembly in
December 1845, and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly itself in 1847,
states:

Q. 205 How did the evangelical and true Presbyterian minority act, when the
dominant party thus enforced lay patronage in its most obnoxious forms?

Ans. They maintained the attitude of a protesting body within the Establishment.
Q. 206 Why did they not leave the Establishment?

Ans. Because they considered they had grounds to stand upon constitutional
principles and statutory conditions, which could not be altered by the actings of a
corrupt majority of its office-bearers;

The General Assembly commend the Response to the Statement of Differences
prepared by the Free Presbyterian Church to the attention of the wider Church;
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13. The General Assembly determine to appoint a Special Committee on the Name of the
Church to evaluate the merit of a change of the name of the denomination as a means
to enhance the public witness of the Church and improve the possibility of uniting
like-minded brethren throughout the land and beyond, to consult with Presbyteries
thereanent, to develop proposals if it is thought that such a change would be
beneficial and report to the General Assembly of 2022.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 11 o’clock
forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

At Edinburgh and at 49 Caiyside there and by electronic conference
the 25" day of May 2021 years at 11 o’clock forenoon  Sess. 2.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.
The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject
Responding to God’s Sovereignty
The Moderator was thanked for his address.
The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a
Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the
Moderator. The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as
underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter
from the Clerk.

Edinburgh 25" May 2021
TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 25th day of May 2021, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our
continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

We are thankful to God for the good health which Your Majesty has continued to enjoy in
the providence of the Lord, and in the midst of a global pandemic. We note, with
gratitude to the Most High, that you have been sustained by Him in the midst of the
unique difficulties of these times and that you have been able to continue, sometimes
through different methods, the many tasks that fall to Your Majesty to fulfil as Head of
State.
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We assure Your Majesty that we have mourned with Your Majesty in the very sad passing
of Your Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh. We give thanks to God for the Duke’s constant support to Your Majesty and
for his selfless devotion to duty over many decades. Your Majesty’s marriage to His
Royal Highness has left an enduring example of marriage as a creation ordinance
instituted by God. We are thankful that the nation, in the midst of much moral confusion,
had such a fine pattern set before it at the highest level. In these days of sorrow we would
commend Your Majesty to the comfort of the King of Kings, “who knoweth our frame;
and remembereth that we are dust”. We pray that Your Majesty would find strength and
comfort in the Word of God, binding up brokenness, and fixing trust upon the one who is
eternal and assures those who trust in Him alone that, not even death itself can separate
them from His presence.

During this past year as the nation has continued to struggle with the effects of the corona
virus — Covid-19 we are thankful for the continuing stability which has been afforded us
by Your Majesty’s throne and the leadership provided through your earnest and optimistic
outlook. We are thankful too for those in the forefront of the effort to combat the
pandemic and care for those most affected by it. As we look forward to further easing of
restrictions we trust that Your Majesty may be afforded fresh strength for the many duties
which continue to fall upon you.

Nevertheless it remains a matter of grave concern to us how little, serious spiritual
reflection, earnest prayer and heartfelt repentance has been evident throughout the nation
in these testing times. Whilst it behoves us to thank God for His mercy in removing, for
the present, the worst effects of the pandemic it is of equal importance that we heed His
voice in this providential visitation. As the nation emerges from the turmoil of these
events it is our prayer that God will endow Your Majesty’s Government, and the devolved
administrations, with wisdom and godly courage in order that our national recovery may
be accompanied by a recovery of Reformation principles and biblical order in church,
state and family life.

We continue to watch with alarm the erosion of freedom of speech for those whose
supreme allegiance is to the Word of God and whose commission from the Lord is to
declare His Word in all its parts without fear or favour. The continued marginalisation of
Christian values and the hostility shown to those who hold such values as precious is a
matter of deep concern and we would convey to Your Majesty our grave fears for future
generations and the continued unimpeded sounding forth of God’s Word and the Gospel
trumpet.

We are thankful for the support afforded Your Majesty by other members of the Royal
Family and are pleased to note the increasing role being played by the younger members
of the family, including the Earl and Countess of Strathearn. May they and their young
children be upheld by the Lord, know His saving grace, and be, under God, a means of
enhancing the status of the Monarchy and the stability of our nation.

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved and seconded that

10.

11.

12.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their
stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;

The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision of the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their
sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of
the denomination;

The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the
Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each Congregation to promote the benefits of using
the Scheme wherever possible;

The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee that the Draft Budget for 2022, with a projected deficit of £51,643, be
approved,;

The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund
and encourage each Congregation to support it;

The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with
Stewardship and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met
over the past year;

The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt
submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for
managing financial affairs at a Congregational level. They draw the attention of all
Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the
accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial
Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December
figures;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £21,000 from 1st July 2021;

The General Assembly remind all Congregations that from 1st July the total payroll
cost for each Minister is £25,198;

The General Assembly approve a scheme for a grant payment on the death of a Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing) Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired
from a Charge as follows:

1. The Minister must have been a member of a Scottish Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) Presbytery at date of decease.
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2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the
relevant Presbytery to the General Treasurer.

3. The Presbytery Clerk shall furnish the General Treasurer with the name and
contact details of the widow, failing which, the executors of the estate of the
deceased.

4. The General Treasurer shall arrange for payment to be made directly to the
widow, failing which, to the executors of the estate of the deceased.

5. The amount to be paid as a funeral grant shall be reviewed triennially in
conjunction with Supply Fees and Expenses.

6. The General Assembly hereby repeal Act IV 2013 — Act anent Grants for
Funeral Costs of Retired Ministers;

The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each
month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible,
in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly suspend indefinitely the requirement for repayment of
denominational property loans, leaving it to the discretion of local Deacons’ Courts /
Finance Committees to repay as they feel able;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to
those Congregations which are servicing mortgage loans;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the financial benefits that have accrued
from the interest free loan kindly provided to the denomination by the Lochalsh &
Strath Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord and his providence for the progress
of the new Church building for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in His providence the Duthil-
Dores Congregation are now debt free of all loan commitments on their manse
property at 21 Duke’s View, Inverness and that the process for transfer of title from
the denomination to local trustees can now proceed;

The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church
when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in
your Will to the attention of our Congregations;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the
continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his
duties in the past year;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her
diligence and efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of
the Church over the past year and reappoint them as Auditors for the coming year;
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The General Assembly note with interest that it proved possible to enrol Mr Donald
A. Robertson, Resident Lay Agent, and Donald J. Morrison, Home Mission Worker,
in the UK Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme for some months during
2020-2021;

The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our Congregations
and the particular challenges faced at local level;

The General Assembly note that the Committee are proposing no further action
regarding the review of all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund
legislation;

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Harris continue on the Equal
Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998
— Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a
settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 85% of
Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly repeal Act VIII, 2019 and direct that the Congregation of
Kilmuir & Stenscholl remain on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special
Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund,
for a period of 4 years from the rising of the Assembly, subject to the Congregation
promising to remit to Central Funds 47% of Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit
supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr
Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year.

It was also moved and seconded that

The projected deficit of £51,643 in Paragraph 5 of the proposed deliverance be deleted
and £59,393 inserted, with the following words added (increase of Foreign Mission
expenditure by £7,750 to £32,562).

With the permission of the House and his seconder, the mover of the first motion accepted
the second motion.

Wherefore

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their
stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;

The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision of the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their
sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of
the denomination;

The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the
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6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund
and encourage each Congregation to support it;

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with
Stewardship and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met
over the past year;

8. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt
submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

9. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for
managing financial affairs at a Congregational level. They draw the attention of all
Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the
accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a monthly basis by the Financial
Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December
figures;

10. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £21,000 from 1st July 2021;

11. The General Assembly remind all Congregations that from 1st July the total payroll
cost for each Minister is £25,198;

12. The General Assembly approve a scheme for a grant payment on the death of a Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing) Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired
from a Charge as follows:

1. The Minister must have been a member of a Scottish Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) Presbytery at date of decease.

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the
relevant Presbytery to the General Treasurer.

3. The Presbytery Clerk shall furnish the General Treasurer with the name and
contact details of the widow, failing which, the executors of the estate of the
deceased.

4. The General Treasurer shall arrange for payment to be made directly to the
widow, failing which, to the executors of the estate of the deceased.

5. The amount to be paid as a funeral grant shall be reviewed triennially in
conjunction with Supply Fees and Expenses.

6. The General Assembly hereby repeal Act IV 2013 — Act anent Grants for
Funeral Costs of Retired Ministers;

13. The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each
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month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible,
in order to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly suspend indefinitely the requirement for repayment of
denominational property loans, leaving it to the discretion of local Deacons’ Courts /
Finance Committees to repay as they feel able;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to
those Congregations which are servicing mortgage loans;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the financial benefits that have accrued
from the interest free loan kindly provided to the denomination by the Lochalsh &
Strath Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord and his providence for the progress
of the new Church building for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in His providence the Duthil-
Dores Congregation are now debt free of all loan commitments on their manse
property at 21 Duke’s View, Inverness and that the process for transfer of title from
the denomination to local trustees can now proceed;

The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church
when drawing up their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in
your Will to the attention of our Congregations;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the
continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his
duties in the past year;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her
diligence and efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of
the Church over the past year and reappoint them as Auditors for the coming year;

The General Assembly note with interest that it proved possible to enrol Mr Donald
A. Robertson, Resident Lay Agent, and Donald J. Morrison, Home Mission Worker,
in the UK Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme for some months during
2020-2021;

The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our Congregations
and the particular challenges faced at local level;

The General Assembly note that the Committee are proposing no further action
regarding the review of all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund
legislation;

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Harris continue on the Equal
Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998
— Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a
settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 85% of
Equal Dividend;
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27. The General Assembly repeal Act VIII, 2019 and direct that the Congregation of
Kilmuir & Stenscholl remain on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special
Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund,
for a period of 4 years from the rising of the Assembly, subject to the Congregation
promising to remit to Central Funds 47% of Equal Dividend;

28. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit
supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel;

29. The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr
Donald Robertson, during the past ecclesiastical year.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern
Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 24 May 2021.

The Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery humbly shows that:
1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted;
2. Whereas the Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds;

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has, hitherto, been of immense
assistance in the effective functioning of the Presbytery;

Wherefore

May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year, or do
otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery and grant its
crave and appoint General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming
year.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Rev. John W. Keddie; Rev. James Clark and Rev. Henry
J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Preshytery for the forthcoming year.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the General Trustees which being
printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Chairman of the Trustees who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
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The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees
for their continuing work on behalf of the denomination;

The General Assembly note the current position with regards to the Edinburgh
Manse and the Duthil-Dores Manse and encourage the General Trustees to continue
to provide all necessary assistance to the Congregations involved;

The General Assembly note the decision of the General Trustees to place the
dwelling house at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain on the open market;

The General Assembly record their thanks to Mr Maurice Grant for his considerable
period of service as a Trustee and, in particular, as Chairman;

The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows:

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Murdo MacDonald,
Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas Maclnnes, Portree;
Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman);
Mr John N. Gillies, Partick;

The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees
and also record their gratitude to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his
professional advice and assistance over the past year.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications,
which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

25

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener
and Clerk;

The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod
for their work as Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer
respectively. They note that Mr Macleod is now relinquishing the editorship of
The Explorer and express their deep gratitude to him for his lengthy service in this
role;

The General Assembly reappoint Rev. David M. Blunt as editor of the Free
Church Witness magazine for a further period of four years;

The General Assembly welcome Rev. Thomas I. Budgen as the new editor of The
Explorer magazine for a period of four years;

The General Assembly note that Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev.
Alasdair J. Macleod have been approved by the Committee as assistant editors for
a further four years and have indicated their willingness in principle to serve in this
capacity;

The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design
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for his work on the design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The
Explorer;

The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s
magazines;

The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the
puzzle page for The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work;

The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean, who reads the Church
magazines to tape for the visually impaired, and they commend this work to the
prayers of the Lord’s people;

The General Assembly note the continued drop in subscribers of the Witness/
Explorer magazines and encourage the Committee to persevere in implementing a
strategy to increase the circulation of the denominational magazine and report
thereanent to the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note that, despite Covid-19 restrictions curtailing outreach
opportunities to distribute the last issue of the Good News magazine, the
Committee hope to print a new issue before the end of 2021. They thank all those
who contributed articles, the Home & Foreign Missions Committee, and
Congregations that support this work, and pray that it would be used for the
furtherance and extension of Christ’s kingdom in our land;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s intention to assess the most widely
appreciated items of content to be carried in the Free Church Witness magazine, so
that a review of the Assembly’s Editorial Policy for the Witness can be advanced.
They approve the Committee’s proposal to issue an inquiry to readers or Kirk
Sessions to gather feedback;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work since
taking over the role of Subscription Secretary in September 2020;

The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work since
taking over the role of Magazine Distributor in November 2020, and Mr Donald
Robertson who acted as interim Magazine Distributor for September and October
2020;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s ongoing efforts to expand the current
range of booklets available in the Finding Out About series, and urge them to press
ahead with the finalisation of the current titles at various levels of completion and
make them available on the denominational website both in booklet and in pdf
format for downloading. They thank the authors involved in the preparation of
these booklets for publication;

The General Assembly note that the task of preparing the draft manuscript on the
History of the Division of 2000 has now been completed, and encourage the proof-
readers as they undertake their work on this project;
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The General Assembly note that the Sub-committee has made considerable progress in
digitising the Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of
Scotland and encourage them as they commence the exacting task of proofreading the
underlying texts;

The General Assembly note the ongoing progress being made in the preparation of a handbook
on the Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C);

The General Assembly note that the Committee is in contact with the Protestant Truth Society
who have shown interest in the document The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal.
They encourage the Committee in its ongoing communication and collaboration with the
Society to advance the progress of this document for publication;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness that the Committee were able to acquire the
remaining available copies of Echoes of Grace by the late Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier, which is now
out of print;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s efforts to identify someone who will take on the
responsibility of overseeing and attending to the administrative functions related to the
Committee’s stock of FC(C) publications;

The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable design for a
denominational emblem or logo to serve for the Church’s use, and encourage the Committee in
their work towards this end and pray that the Lord will give them guidance as they bring
forward their proposals to the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable publishing
imprint to serve for the Church’s use on its own official publications, and encourage the
Committee in their work towards this end and pray that the Lord will give them guidance as
they bring forward their proposals to the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly thank those who presently operate the Church website, especially Rev.
Bert Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial Overseer and Rev. Andrew
R. Allan as Website Digital Content Editor;

The General Assembly thank all those who continue to provide written and audio material
content for uploading to the denominational website. They recognise that the Digital Content
Editor is not responsible for either sourcing or rewriting content material for the website, and
urge Ministers, Interim Moderators, Presbytery Clerks, Standing Committee Conveners and
other contributors to submit material in a form suitable for a wider audience and which is ready
to be uploaded to the website;

The General Assembly note with satisfaction that the work in rebuilding the FC(C)
denominational website is now nearing completion. They thank Mr Gerdt for his professional
expertise and diligence in this field and his liaison with the Website Working Party. They also
thank Rev. Greg MacDonald, Rev. David M. Blunt and Mr Christopher Reeder and all the
members of the Working Party. They encourage the Committee in their ongoing oversight of
the project and note that any necessary training will be given to those with the responsibility of
managing the website;

The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s Facebook page and Twitter account
are maintaining their following. They thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr
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Derek W. MacLean, Digital Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair
Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform), for the day-to-day running
and maintenance of these platforms and pray that the dissemination of Scripture
through these social media platforms may be a blessing to many and promote the
cause of Christ;

5. The General Assembly regretfully note that the 2021 Spring Conference had to be
cancelled as a result of Covid-19 and look forward to the Conference resuming in
2022. They urge ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people
to attend;

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the several projects currently being
undertaken by the Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the USA.
They commend this work to the prayers of the Lord’s people and pray that
volunteers and finances will be forthcoming to assist in the furtherance of these
projects;

7. The General Assembly note that due to Covid-19 restrictions it was not possible
for talks to take place with representatives of the Free Church in regard to the
Annals of the Free Church of Scotland, but express the hope that a meeting can be
arranged later in 2021;

8. The General Assembly note with sadness the passing of Rev. John Macleod,
Tarbat and pray that the Lord will raise up others to continue in this work. They
thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for stepping in as acting Media Officer and
approve the Committee’s recommendation by appointing him to the role of Media
Officer for the Church.

There was a presentation made to Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod on his retirement as Editor
of The Explorer expressing the gratitude of the Church to Mr Macleod for his diligent
labours as the Editor of The Explorer over the last eight years.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from the Free Southern
Presbytery anent Scripture Versions in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 24™ May 2021, the Overture of the Free Southern
Presbytery humbly sheweth that —

1. Whereas the Holy Scriptures are the primary Constitutional document of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing);

2. Whereas the Westminster Confession of Faith, being a subordinate standard of the Free
Church of Scotland (Continuing), declares that the Old and New Testaments of the Holy
Scriptures being immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care and providence
kept pure in all ages, are therefore authentical, so as in all controversies of religion, the
Church is finally to appeal to them (WCF 1.V1II);

3. Whereas the Directory for the Public Worship of God, being a subordinate standard of
the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), speaks in its Preface of the endeavours for
uniformity in divine worship, which we have promised in our Solemn League and
Covenant;
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4. Whereas the Directory for the Public Worship of God, in reference to the public
reading of the books of Old and New Testament, states that they shall be read in the
vulgar tongue, out of the best allowed translation (Of Public Reading of the Holy
Scriptures);

5. Whereas the regulation of public worship is a fundamental concern of Presbyterian
Church government and a vital means of maintaining the unity of the Church;

6. Whereas the Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible alone fulfils all the above
criteria, and is the best translation available in English;

7. It is overtured by the Free Southern Presbytery that the General Assembly take these
premises into consideration and assert that the Authorised (King James) Version of the
Bible is the only English version of the Holy Scriptures which is currently approved by
the General Assembly for use in public worship within the denomination.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom may seem best.

It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the overture of the Free Southern Presbytery and grant its
crave and assert that the Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible is the only English
version of the Holy Scriptures which is currently approved by the General Assembly for
use in public worship within the denomination.

It was also moved and seconded that
The General Assembly pass from the matter.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

At Edinburgh and at 49 Caiyside there and by electronic conference
the 25" day of May 2021 years at 6.30 o clock evening ~ Sess. 3.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.
The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education
Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-
convener;
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2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;

3. The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class
workbooks;

4. The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the
Sabbath Schools throughout the Church;

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and
marking the annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and
congratulate those who participated this year;

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and
encourage Kirk Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote
it; the General Assembly congratulate those who successfully participated in the
Diploma Scheme this year;

8. The General Assembly note that options for an October camp are being explored and
commend the camp coordinator and leaders to the prayers of the Church;

9. The General Assembly encourage the Committee to establish a dedicated fund to
support Christian Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;

10. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian Education, whether
Christian Schools or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church;

11. The General Assembly approve a Youth Conference planned to be held annually, and
commend such an initiative to the prayerful support of the wider Church.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign
Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock for the reception of Missionary Delegates.

Mr Hugues Pierre, Pau, France, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address
the Assembly.

Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, Sri Lanka, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to
address the Assembly.

Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Spain, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly.

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates, and after
devotional exercises Rev. Richard Ross led the General Assembly in prayer.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home &
Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk;
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The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison,
for his continued faithful service and assistance, and commend Mr Morrison, his wife
and children to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly, noting the ongoing work in Spain and France, and in
particular the relocation of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz and his family, commend the work
to the prayers and financial support of the Church. They thank Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz
for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause in Spain and further afield;

The General Assembly note that Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder at Pau, is presently
completing his studies as a Divinity Student, and commend Mr Pierre and the
Congregation at Pau to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen in
developing Christian Education in Zambia, and affirm support for this vital work
amongst the children in the Christian schools;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work
in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, and commend him for his
tireless service. They commit both him and his wife Dinogee, together with their
daughter Diyaththika, to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the purchase and development of a
residential property in Mullaitheevu;

The General Assembly note the intention to build a manse in Vavuniya;

The General Assembly resolve not to set an allowance in Sri Lanka Rupees for the
work in Sri Lanka, and direct the Committee to utilise, as appropriate, the full
budgeted allowance in providing Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan’s monthly support, liaising
with the Finance & Sustentation Committee as necessary;

The General Assembly continue to direct the Committee, in consultation with the
Finance & Sustentation Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken to
ensure an equitable pension provision is made for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan;

The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon
Christian Care for their generosity in support of the diaconal work of the Mission in
Sri Lanka;

The General Assembly acknowledge the generous support provided directly to
Reformed Protestant Mission, Sri Lanka, which has facilitated recent developments
in the work, and commend the ongoing work to the prayers and practical generosity
of the Church;

The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths
Falls, and commend their ongoing needs, especially that of a settled pastor, to the
prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly note the efforts made to encourage interest in Jewish Mission,
drawing particular attention to, and commending the publication of, Mission of
Inquiry by Rev. John Keddie, and while it has not yet been possible to engage
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practically in Jewish Mission, call the Church to pray that a door of opportunity

would be opened;

15. The General Assembly commend the work of International Mission to Jewish People
(formerly Christian Witness to Israel) to the prayers and practical generosity of the
Church.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Kirk Session of the
Spanish Mission anent Reorganisation of the Spanish Mission in the following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 24th May, 2021, the Petition of the Kirk Session of the
Spanish Mission, humbly sheweth that:

1. Whereas mission work in Spain, under the oversight of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz has
developed to include a group who meet at Pau, France;

2. Whereas this work in two distinct nations speaking two distinct languages is presently
under one Pastor, one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court;

3. Whereas a ruling Elder within the Kirk Session is resident within the part of the
Congregation that worship at Pau;

4. Whereas the Pastor of the Congregation is resident in Spain;

5. Whereas that part of the Congregation in Pau would benefit from a resident pastor
together with a distinct Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court;

6. Whereas in God's providence there is the distinct possibility of a suitable person being
available to minister in Pau, undertaking a tent-making ministry;

7. Whereas in the event of the erecting of Pau as a separate Charge, the Pastor of the
Spanish Congregation would be able to devote his energies to serving that part of the
Congregation in Rubi, Spain which has become the main centre of the work in Spain;

8. Whereas the two principal parts of the Congregation, in Spain and in France, are aware
of, and fully supportive of this petition;

9. Whereas the Kirk Session have declared themselves favourable;

10. Whereas the existing financial arrangements for the work in Spain would continue as
heretofore, and no additional burden being placed on the central finances of the Church;

11. Whereas the work in France would be of the nature of a tent-making ministry, with no
additional burden being placed on the central finances of the Church;

12.  Whereas the Home and Foreign Mission Committee have declared themselves
favourable;

Wherefore

May it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and
reorganise the Spanish Mission work, that they disjoin the work in France from the work
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in Spain, and sanction the work in Rubi as a duly Sanctioned Charge with one Kirk
Session and one Deacons’ Court with Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz as Minister of the
Congregation, and erect Pau as a duly Sanctioned Charge with its own Kirk Session and
Deacons’ Court with permission to call a minister, or do otherwise as in their wisdom they
deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.

At Miranda de Ebro, on the 13th February 2021, the Kirk
Session of the Spanish Mission Work met via Conference
Call, and was constituted.

Sederunt: Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, (Clerk & Moderator), Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A.
James Maclnnes, Mr. Hugues Pierre and Mr. Wilson Calle.

Inter alia:

Rubi and Pau: It was moved seconded and agreed to appoint a congregational meeting at
Pau on 20th February, and at Rubi on a date convenient to the congregation, in order to
consult with the congregation in relation to disjoining the work and establishing distinct
congregations. Clear intimation of each meeting to be made to all associated with the
mission at Pau and Rubi.

Extracted from the records of the Session’s Meeting of the joint congregation of Bilbao,
Barcelona and Pau (France), by Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Session Clerk

2.

At Pau, on Saturday 20th February 2021 that part of the
congregation of Spanish Mission work worshipping at Pau
met, as appointed by the Kirk Session, and was constituted
with prayer.

Inter alia

That part of the congregation worshipping at Pau, France, expressed that it was desirous
of being disjoined from the mission work in Spain and for Pau to be erected as a duly
Sanctioned Charge with its own Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court with permission to call
a minister, recognising that it would be a ‘tent-making’ ministry.

The congregation are aware of and fully supportive of the petition prepared by the Kirk
Session to be presented to the General Assembly.

There was no dissent from this finding.

Rev. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ, Session Clerk

Signed by:
HUGUES PIERRE
DIANE PIERRE
NICOLAS MOSER
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3. Reorganisation of
the Spanish Mission
(Cont.)

At Rubi, on 18th April 2021 that part of the congregation of
Spanish Mission work worshipping at Rubi met, as appointed
by the Kirk Session, and was constituted with prayer.

Inter alia
That part of the congregation worshipping at Rubi, Spain, expressed that it was desirous
of being disjoined from the mission work in Pau, France and Rubi erected as a duly
Sanctioned Charge with its own Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court with Rev. Jorge Ruiz
Ortiz as minister of the congregation, recognising that it would be a ‘tent-making’
ministry.

The congregation are aware of and fully supportive of the petition prepared by the Kirk
Session to be presented to the General Assembly.

There was no dissent from this finding.

Rev. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ Session Clerk

Signed by:
DAISY RAQUEL BENAVIDES DE ARGUETA MAYRA JUANA CUENCA
MARTHA LUISA CASTANO GALEANO JOEL EMANUEL SUAREZ

OSCAR ALEXIS ARGUETA DEL CID
JUAN DANIEL VELEZ PEMBERTY
ANNA RUIZ KOPECKA

NATALIA BEATRIZ DIAZ
TOMAS RUIZ KOPECKY
WILSON CALLE SOTO

(12 of 13 communicant members signed)

At Miranda de Ebro, there and by Conference Call, on 10th
May 2021, the Deacons’ Court of the Spanish Mission met
and was constituted.

inter alia:

It was moved, seconded and agreed that the Deacons’ Court formally support the petition
of the Kirk Session addressed to the General Assembly, and affirm that finances are
presently managed separately between Pau, and Rubi / Miranda de Ebro. Further, should
the petition be received and the congregation disjoined, those funds held in Pau would
become the sole possession of the congregation in Pau, and funds held for Rubi / Miranda
would become the sole possession of the congregation in Spain.

Extracted by Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Clerk to Deacons’ Court

It was moved, seconded and agreed that Finding
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The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Kirk Session of the Spanish Mission
anent Reorganisation of the Spanish Mission and grant its crave and hereby reorganise the
Spanish Mission work, they disjoin the work in France from the work in Spain, and
sanction the work in Rubi as a duly Sanctioned Charge with one Kirk Session and one
Deacons’ Court with Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz as Minister of the Congregation, and erect Pau
as a duly Sanctioned Charge with its own Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court with
permission to call a minister.

The General Assembly called for the Supplementary Report of the Committee on Home &
Foreign Missions, which was given in by the Convener in the following terms:

In 2002 Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, his wife Michaela and young family relocated to
Miranda de Ebro to begin the work of Church planting. By 2005 this had
developed so that public services were held with a small group and Mr Ruiz Ortiz
was ordained into the ministry, under the auspices of Iglesia Cristiana Presbiteriana
of Alcorcdn (Christian Presbyterian Church, Madrid).

The work developed encouragingly to include services in Bilbao (60 miles distant),
though subsequently the subtle introduction of false teaching by a former member
undermined the stability of the Congregation, leaving only one family in Miranda
de Ebro in addition to the pastor’s own family.

Meanwhile work had also developed in Rubi, a town approximately 10 miles from
Barcelona with a population of more than 76,000 (more than 300 miles distant). A
small group, in 2013, had asked to join the Congregation in Miranda de Ebro and
come under the pastoral oversight of Mr Ruiz Ortiz, with the hope of planting a
Reformed church in Rubi.

The first contact with Mr Ruiz Ortiz was initiated when, at the General Assembly
of 2013, Mr Paul Rowland, of the Trinitarian Bible Society, shared with the Rev.
William Scott his longing that someone would visit a minister in the North of
Spain who had been led by his study of the Word of God to exclusive Psalmody,
and who, as a consequence was very isolated. Mr Scott and his wife took the
initiative to visit Spain later that year to meet and to encourage Mr Ruiz Ortiz.

In March 2014 Mr Ruiz Ortiz was informed that the relationship with the Christian
Presbyterian Church was to be dissolved and the mission disassociated as a
consequence of having adopted the principle and practice of exclusive Psalmody.
Later that same year Rev. William Scott and Rev. Henry Woods attended and
spoke at a conference in Barcelona, which was attended by members from the
different parts of the scattered Congregation.

Initially, services from Miranda de Ebro and Bilbao were live-streamed to the
Congregation in Rubi who met in private homes. A retired Pastor associated with
the Congregation for a little more than a year, began preaching regularly during
this time and the Congregation found suitable accommodation in which to hold
public services. After the retired Pastor withdrew, it was decided not to return to
live-streamed services, and Mr Wilson Calle who had recently (2017) been
ordained as an elder, began to lead and preach. Mr Calle continues in this role
today, though he looks forward to the relocation of Mr Ruiz Ortiz to Rubi later this
year.
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Various factors have informed the decision for Mr Ruiz Ortiz and his family to
relocate to Rubi, including the need of the brethren in Rubi to have a settled pastor,
and the decline of the work in Miranda. Both the Kirk Session and the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee have affirmed their support.

It is gratifying to note that the remaining family in Miranda de Ebro will also
relocate to Rubi to remain within the Congregation.

The proximity of Barcelona to Rubi has had a significant impact upon the
development of the town, which has an industrial heritage and has experienced a
significant movement of population relocating from the city due to property costs.
There is a Protestant Church in Rubi, part of Iglesia Evangélica Espafiol — which
would be comparable to the Church of Scotland in terms of liberalism, an
Evangelical Church, and a Pentecostal group, but no reformed witness other than
our own Congregation. Presently the Congregation rent a former restaurant as a
meeting place, though the relocation from Miranda and current capacity
restrictions due to Covid mean that larger premises may well be required.

As a nation Spain remains nominally Roman Catholic, but with an increasing
secularism. Protestant Churches are permitted by law, and although there is no
interference with the gathering of small groups, a church can only be legally
constituted, in terms of national law, after meeting certain criteria and registering
with the authorities. This was done in 2018 and the Congregation formally
constituted as a Church under the name: Iglesia Reformada Continuada en Espafia
(The Reformed Continuing Church in Spain). This development is useful in terms
of daily administration, renting property, advertising services, opening bank
accounts, etc. which could not otherwise be done in the name of the Church.

In addition to Church planting, in 2011, Mr Ruiz Ortiz, a skilled linguist, presently
employed by the Trinitarian Bible Society, responded to interest that was expressed
in learning Hebrew and Greek by setting up Academia de Teologia Reformada.
This online seminary (presently there are 5 students enrolled) continues to be
developed with Mr Ruiz Ortiz adding relevant courses and lectures as he has
opportunity. Through promoting the opportunity to study reformed theology
online and in Spanish, new contacts have been developed, not only in Spain and
Spanish speaking nations in South America, and Spanish speaking brethren in
North America, but also with Mr Hugues Pierre, from Pau on the French side of
the Pyrenees, a university town with a population of 76,000.

In 2016, two years after beginning his studies through the Spanish Seminary, Mr
Pierre and his wife Diane became members of the Congregation, and began to
gather a small group to worship with them at Pau. Subsequently those worshipping
in Pau were admitted as members of the Congregation and Mr Pierre ordained as
an elder, along with Mr Calle from Rubi, in 2017.

Regular outreach has been conducted in Pau, distributing literature and engaging
people in conversation. The only other Protestant churches in Pau are the National
Reformed Church which has embraced a liberalism similar to that of the Church of
Scotland, an Anglican church, two Evangelical congregations, the Brethren and a
Pentecostal fellowship. There is no Reformed witness other than our own
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25™ MAY Congregation.  Although there is a nominal Roman Catholic attachment, the
Tuesday society is characterised by a similar soulless secular outlook similar to the United
Evening Kingdom.
6. Supplementary
Egﬁgii’t‘;ghsn Presently, though due to relocate to Rubi, 2 families: 7 adults, 1 teenager, and 3
Home & Foreign young children worship at Miranda de Ebro. Including the Minister, there are six
Missions (Cont.) communicant members.

The Congregation in Rubi comprises of 5 families: 18 adults, and 3 young
children. Of the adults 8 are communicant members and 13 adherents, though 10
of which have recently sought membership.

After relocation, the Congregation at Rubi will comprise 32 souls, including the
Pastor and one elder.

The Congregation in Pau is composed of 4 families: 10 adults and 7 young
children. There are 8 communicant members, and 2 have recently sought
membership.

Both Congregations are unique in their locality in terms of a clear Reformed
testimony and witness. There are opportunities and a willingness to engage in
outreach and evangelism.

In terms of finance between Rubi and Miranda de Ebro there are local monthly
expenses of 480€ for rent and utilities, together with a standing commitment of
200€ to support a pastor in Colombia. Monthly income is around 700€ so that
these commitments are made with a slight surplus. The current account of the
Congregation presently has a balance of 1208€. While these finances do not come
close to bearing the cost of the ministry, it is important to remember that presently
this is a tent-making ministry and the responsibility of supporting a pastor has not
been within the Congregation’s reach, and therefore not part of their thinking.

The finances of Pau have been managed separately with a monthly income of
between 300-400€. There are minimal local expenses as the meeting place for
worship — which is in the centre of the town, is owned by the family of a member.
The Congregation therefore have approximately 3,700€ in savings.

In 2014 “Support for Reformed Spain’ was established as a group of friends, from
within the Church in Scotland, interested in providing financial support as required
to encourage the work. Periodically this small fund has helped support those
involved in preaching, as well as subsidising some of the costs involved in running
Church camps and conferences.

In addition to the conference in 2014 in Barcelona there have been conferences
organised in 2015 and 2017 supported by speakers from Scotland, with the 2017
Conference which commemorated the 500" anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation attracting friends from the United States. On two occasions a young
person’s summer camp has operated, the first in 2016 had Rev. Timothy McGlynn
as speaker, and some young people from Scotland joined with those in Spain. Mr
Ruiz Ortiz spoke at the second youth camp.
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Mr Ruiz Ortiz was admitted as a Minister without Charge, eligible for call by the
2015 General Assembly and the Home & Foreign Missions Committee were given
the remit to take immediate oversight of the work of Mr Ruiz Ortiz in Spain and
elsewhere, and to investigate the most appropriate means of oversight for the work
in the long term.

The Committee noted in their Report to the General Assembly of 2016 that “The
work itself is in the nature of a scattered Congregation, served by Mr Ruiz as their
pastor.” They informed the Assembly that in pursuit of their oversight remit, they
had formed a local Kirk Session, with the involvement of Assessor Elders and with
Mr Ruiz Ortiz as Moderator of Session. This, notwithstanding the irregularities in
procedure, was duly noted and approved of by the 2016 General Assembly. In
their Report to the 2020 General Assembly the Committee described Mr Ruiz Ortiz
as the Pastor of the Congregation in Spain.

At the 2017 General Assembly it was reported that a preaching station in Pau,
France, was begun with the encouragement of the Kirk Session, this also under the
pastoral care of Mr Ruiz Ortiz. It was later noted by the General Assembly of 2019
that “Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder in Pau, is in the last phase of his theological training
at the Academia de Teologia Reformada and his desire to enter the Ministry
assisting the Congregation in Pau” and “they direct[fed] the Committee in
consultation with the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, to
consider what steps are required to be taken in this mission situation to expedite
this matter”.

Mr Hugues Pierre is presently completing a condensed course of study at the
Seminary, with the expectation of completing his studies in June of this year, and
being available on satisfying the terms of Act XIX 2017 to be taken on trials for
Licence.

Two prospective Divinity Students are presently in the process of making
application, having been endorsed by the Kirk Session, and recently interviewed
and accepted by the Home & Foreign Missions Committee. One of these men
originates from Argentina, though now resident in Spain, and is a native Spanish
speaker, the second candidate is attached to Pau and a native French speaker — both
have a level of proficiency in English.

The Home & Foreign Missions Committee fully supports the Petition of the Kirk
Session of the Spanish Mission, craving that the work in Rubi and Pau be
disjoined. While presently part of the one mission work, under the same Kirk
Session and with Mr Ruiz Ortiz as Pastor, Rubi and Pau are in separate nations
which each speak a distinct language.

Further, there is the likelihood of a settlement for Pau.

It is clearly understood that these ministries, that of Mr Ruiz Ortiz together with
any new ministry in Pau, will be on the basis of a self-supporting, tent-making
ministry, and there will be no additional financial demand made upon the financial

resources of the Church.

In the event that the General Assembly grants the crave of the Spanish Mission
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Kirk Session to disjoin Rubi and Pau, the General Assembly would have the
opportunity to erect a Presbytery which could oversee these two Congregations.
Having considered this possible eventuality, it is agreed by the Kirk Session of the
Spanish Mission that the most practical name for such a Presbytery would be
Navarre & Aragon, this name having very acceptable historical associations, and
being free from any modern-day political connotations.

Any linguistic issues within such a presbytery will be of less difficulty than the
same issue presently within one Congregation. It may be that in the fullness of
time, with the Lord’s continued blessing on the work, that this Presbytery would
itself need to be disjoined into separate work in two nations, but that remains to be
seen.

A. JAMES MACINNES, Convener
JAMES S. HARAM, Vice-convener

It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee;

2. The General Assembly, in reorganising the Spanish Mission to cover both Spain and
France, proceed to erect a Presbytery for the Spanish & French Mission Field.

It was also moved and seconded that
That Paragraph 2 of the proposed deliverance be amended to read

The General Assembly, in the light of the reorganising of the Spanish Mission, continue
the Congregation of Rubi, Spain, and place the Congregation of Pau, France, under the
Home & Foreign Missions Committee in loco synodi, the Mission henceforth to be known
as the Spanish & French Mission.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the first motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee;

2. The General Assembly, in reorganising the Spanish Mission to cover both Spain and
France, proceed to erect a Presbytery for the Spanish & French Mission Field.

On the basis of the foregoing resolution, the General Assembly proceeded to erect a
Preshytery for the Spanish & French Mission Field.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly hereby erect the mission works at Rubi, Spain and Pau,
France into a Presbytery called the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon, to have their
place of ordinary meeting in Rubi, the Presbytery being under the Home & Foreign
Missions Committee in loco synodi;
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2. The General Assembly direct the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon to meet at Calle
Pitagoras 3, 08191 Rubi, Spain, on Saturday 5th June at 5pm CEST, with Rev. Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz as their Moderator;

3. The General Assembly appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James Maclnnes,
Rev. Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson
General Assessors to the Preshytery of Navarre & Aragon.

The General Assembly resumed consideration of the Overture from the Free Southern
Presbytery anent Scripture Versions.

It was also moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Overture from the Free Southern Presbytery anent
Scripture Versions to the extent that the General Assembly commend the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Holy Scriptures for use in the public worship of God.

It was also moved and seconded that

The General Assembly receive the Overture from the Free Southern Presbytery anent
Scripture Versions to the extent that they appoint a Special Committee on Scripture
Translation with remit to elucidate the principles of Bible translation consistent with the
Westminster Confession of Faith and other authoritative documents, and maintain a record
of English translations that conform to the said principles, the Committee to consist of two
brethren from within the bounds of each presbytery and to seek advice, as required, from
other reformed denominations with whom the FCC maintains close ecumenical relations,
the Committee to report on their progress to the next General Assembly.

On the call of the Moderator Rev. Henry J.T. Woods led the Assembly in prayer.

On a vote being taken between the fourth motion and the first motion, the fourth motion
was declared carried on the casting vote of the Moderator.

On a vote being taken between the third motion and the second motion, the third motion
was declared carried by a majority.

On a vote being taken between the forth motion and the third motion, the third motion was
declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

The General Assembly receive the Overture from the Free Southern Presbytery anent
Scripture Versions to the extent that the General Assembly commend the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Holy Scriptures for use in the public worship of God.

Against which finding the following entered their dissent: Rev. Greg MacDonald, Rev.
David S. Fraser.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place tomorrow at 10
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.
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At Edinburgh and at 49 Caiyside there and by electronic conference
the 26" day of May 2021 years at 10 o’clock forenoon — Sess. 4.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following
took part at the request of the Moderator:

Calum Smith, Colin MacDonald, Graeme Craig, Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Duncan MacSween,
William B. Scott, Norman Smith (Partick), James I. Gracie,
William Sullivan, Davide Ratti.

The Minutes of the previous Sederunts were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions,
Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by
the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Clerk,
Convener, and Vice-convener;

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people, and
continue to encourage the uptake of related matters by local courts;

3. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee in their submission to
the Scottish Parliament regarding Hate Crime legislation. They note with regret the
passing into law of the Hate Crime and Public Order Bill, but are thankful for the
protections, though limited, that were inserted into the original text. They further
note the Committee’s intention to monitor this matter;

4. The General Assembly join the Committee in commending the “Abort Abortion”
campaign and assure Mr Donald John Morrison, Campaign Co-ordinator, and other
anti-abortion campaigners of the ongoing prayerful support of the Church;

5. The General Assembly note the production of guidance, founded on clear biblical
principle, for use by those protesting and witnessing at so-called Gay Pride Marches
and thank Rev. E.T. Kirkland for his labours thereanent;

6. The General Assembly note the temporary shelving of plans to implement Gender
Recognition Reform in Scotland and instruct the Committee to monitor this matter
should it arise again, as is anticipated;

7. The General Assembly express deep concern over the imposition into many Scottish
Schools of inappropriate and immoral material through the revised Relationships,
Sexual Health and Parenting resources. They deplore all unbiblical attempts to
normalise sexual relations and expressions outwith the God-given institution of
lifelong marriage between a man and a woman;

8. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue its remit in relation to
Sabbath-working protection and instruct them to continue to investigate what
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

protection may be available for workers who refuse to break the Fourth
Commandment, especially in relation to the proposals for a seven-day service from
Royal Mail;

The General Assembly note the passing into effect of the Human Tissue
(Authorisation) (Scotland) Act as of 26th March 2021;

The General Assembly note the continuing investigation of the Committee into the
relationship between the illegal Named Persons scheme and existing Child Protection
systems. They further note the shameful failure of Highland Council to engage in
correspondence over this matter and they encourage the Committee to seek further
redress from Highland Council;

The General Assembly note the substantial progress made by the Committee in
researching the nature of the relations between the United Kingdom and the Vatican
and the passing of this matter to the Publications Committee;

The General Assembly note and approve the actions and advice given at various
stages by the Committee in regard to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) Pandemic;

The General Assembly are thankful to Almighty God for the opinion of Lord Braid
issued in the Outer House of the Court of Session on 24th March 2021, declaring that
the Scottish Government in their blanket ban of closing Churches and criminalising
Public Worship in Tier 4 areas had indeed exceeded its authority both in terms of the
Constitution and in terms of Article Nine of the European Convention on Human
Rights. The General Assembly trust that this ruling will remain a bulwark of defence
for the freedom to worship the only God of heaven;

The General Assembly express their sincere thanks to Christian Concern and to the
Christian Legal Centre for sponsoring the Petition for Judicial Review against the
closure of Scottish Churches;

The General Assembly recognise the burden placed upon our Civil rulers in the
current pandemic. They commend our Civil Government to the mercy of God in the
discharge of their proper responsibilities and encourage our people to pray for all
those in authority (1 Timothy 2:2);

The General Assembly continue to recognise in this pandemic the clear warning of
heaven upon the wickedness of our generation, and plead with our nation to repent,
turning from our sins to seek the only true God and Saviour.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from the Free Northern
Presbytery anent Day of Humiliation & Prayer in the following terms:

Unto the venerable, the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 24 May 2021.

The Overture of the Free Northern Presbytery humbly shows that:

1.

Whereas the United Kingdom, together with virtually every other inhabited part of
the world has been overwhelmed by the physical, mental and economic effects of the
health pandemic known as Covid-19;
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2. Whereas there can be no doubt that this has been brought upon us in the inscrutable
wisdom and purpose of the living God;

3. Whereas Preshytery resolved to appoint a day of Humiliation and Prayer within the
bounds on 6 March 2021 and this event was hosted online by Rev. Thomas
Buchanan, minister at Brora and by Rev. John W. Keddie;

Whereas that initiative took place in accordance with the regulations imposed by
government at that date, which regulations were subsequently shown by the Opinion
of the Lord Ordinary to be unlawful;

5.  Whereas a very considerable number of our loyal people throughout the country
participated in this event and there were many subsequent expressions of
appreciation for the initiative taken by this Presbytery in the matter;

6. Whereas there was a general view amongst members of Presbytery that there ought
to be a national submission to, and pleading for, a manifestation of God’s mercy
towards us as a nation in the current situation;

7.  Whereas Presbytery were unanimously of the view, while the present calamity
continues, that there ought to be observed at rather more regular intervals amongst us
as a Denomination such days of Humiliation and Prayer;

8. Whereas the calling of national days of Humiliation and Prayer falls within the remit
of the General Assembly or her Standing Committee on Public Questions, Religion
& Morals;

Wherefore

It is humbly overtured that it please your venerable Court to take these premises into
consideration and instruct the Committee on Public Questions, Religion & Morals to
consider the desirability of appointing regular national days of Humiliation & Prayer
during the current ongoing health crisis as well as on any other such occasion in the future
as they may deem to be expedient in God’s providence.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Overture of the Free Northern Presbytery anent Days
of Humiliation and Prayer and grant its crave and instruct the Committee on Public
Questions, Religion & Morals to consider the desirability of appointing national days of
Humiliation & Prayer during the current ongoing health crisis as well as on any other such
occasion in the future as they may deem to be expedient in God's providence.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

On the basis of their resolution at a previous Sederunt, the General Assembly proceeded
to appoint a Special Committee anent Denominational Name.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Special Committee anent Denominational Name
consisting of the Moderators of all Presbyteries of the Church together with the Moderator
and Principal Clerk of the Assembly, Mr lain A.C. MacPherson (Portree) and Alastair
Manderson, the Moderator of the Assembly, Convener and Principal Clerk as Clerk to the
Committee.
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to
by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry
& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and
Clerk;

The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers of our Seminary for their
ministry throughout the year, and in particular, their flexible approach to the needs of
the two students studying under Act XIX, 2017;

The General Assembly note with satisfaction the progress towards completion of our
two students, one from France and one from the USA,;

The General Assembly note with regret that one student has withdrawn his
Application and another has suspended his studies and trust that they may be able to
find a way forward to continue with their Application/studies;

The General Assembly note that, in the prevailing circumstances, an Application for
Admission from a minister from overseas has been deferred until the 2022 General
Assembly;

The General Assembly, noting the growing number of vacancies and lack of new
candidates for the Ministry coming forward, bring to the attention of Ministers and
Elders the need to seek out suitable men for training and to commend the ministry of
the Gospel to them;

The General Assembly commend to the Church at large that they pray the Lord of the
harvest, that he send forth labourers into his harvest;

The General Assembly express its heartfelt gratitude to Rev. William Macleod for his
sterling service as lecturer in Systematics over the past four years, and especially for
his willingness to serve a further year during the current health emergency.

There was made a presentation by the Moderator to Rev. William Macleod upon the
occasion of his retirement as Lecturer in Systematic Theology, expressing the gratitude of
the Church for his diligent and faithful labours as Lecturer in Systematic Theology.

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Training of the
Ministry & Admissions Committee which was given in by the Convener in the
following terms:

During the 2019-20 academic year the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee received notification from Rev. William Macleod of his intention to
retire as the lecturer in Systematic Theology at the end of the academic year.
Because of the restrictions imposed regarding coronavirus, Mr Macleod was
persuaded to remain in post for another year.

At its Executive meeting on 26th January 2021, the Committee instructed the clerk
to write to Rev. William Macleod and ascertain if he was still of a mind to retire.
Should that be the case the Committee also instructed the clerk in terms of Act VI
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of Class Il 1979 to circulate all Preshyteries informing them of the upcoming
vacancy, and to invite all Presbyteries to submit to the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee one or more nominations for the post; such nominations to
be in the hands of the Clerk to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee not later than 28" February 2021.

At its March 2021 meeting, the Committee noted that the clerk had duly written to
all Preshyteries seeking nominations for suitable replacements.

The list of returns from each Presbytery is as follows:

Presbytery of Inverness Rev. Graeme Craig
Northern Presbytery Rev. Robert D. McCurley
Outer Hebrides Presbytery Rev. Greg MacDonald,

Rev. Robert D. McCurley
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron Rev. lain Smith, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods
Southern Presbytery Rev. Greg MacDonald,

Rev. Robert D. McCurley,

Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn
Presbytery of USA Rev. Greg MacDonald

Summary

Rev. Robert D. McCurley*
Rev. Greg MacDonald
Rev. Graeme Craig*

Rev. lain Smith*

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods
Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn

3 Presbyteries
3 Presbyteries
1 Preshytery
1 Preshytery
1 Preshytery
1 Preshytery

Rev. lain Smith, Rev. Graeme Craig and Rev. Robert D. McCurley have requested
that their names be withdrawn.

Qualifications

Name University Degree/Subjects

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods Edinburgh University ~ B.A.  (Moral Philosophy,

Ordained 1982 Biblical Studies, Geography)
1976-79

Free Church College Diploma in Theology 1982

1. 2007 — Lecturer in Apologetics & Practical Theology Free Church (Seminary) —
Prepared new and complete courses for three years of Seminary Curriculum —
Hermeneutics and Homiletics (Year 1); Apologetics (Year 2); Pastoral Theology
(YYear 3/4)

2. 2012 — Prepared course of study for Covenant College, Zambia on ‘How to
interpret the Bible.’
Name University Degree/Subjects

Rev. Greg MacDonald
Ordained 2004

Edinburgh University ~ MA  (Hons) Architectural
Design

R.P. Church of Ireland  Diploma in Theology 2004

[2021
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Name University Degree/Subjects

Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn Faith Mission Bible College Diploma 1987

Ordained 1997 Free Church College Diploma 1995
University of Wales M.Phil (Church

History) 2003

The Clerk was instructed to write to all those nominated informing them of the
fact, and to prepare the above for presentation to the forthcoming General
Assembly.

DAVID S. FRASER, Convener
DONALD A. ROBERTSON, Vice-convener

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive the Supplementary Report of the Training of the
Ministry & Admissions Committee;

2. Inview of the retirement of Rev. William Macleod, the General Assembly proceed to
nominate a replacement Lecturer in Systematic Theology, the appointment to take
effect at the end of the current academic year;

3. The General Assembly thank Rev. William Macleod for his valuable contribution to
the work of the Seminary.

On the basis of the foregoing resolution the General Assembly proceeded to appoint a new
Lecturer in Systematic Theology.

It was moved and seconded that

The General Assembly appoint Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn Lecturer in Systematic
Theology.

It was also moved and seconded that
The General Assembly appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald Lecturer in Systematic Theology.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion
was declared carried by a majority.

It was agreed to make the appointment unanimous.
Wherefore
The General Assembly appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald Lecturer in Systematic Theology.

Mr MacDonald being present, signified his acceptance of appointment as Lecturer in
Systematic Theology.

On the call of the Moderator Rev. Maurice J. Roberts led the General Assembly in prayer
seeking the Lord’s blessing on Mr MacDonald in his new responsibilities.
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Acting Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee and thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for
their diligence;

The General Assembly acknowledge their indebtedness to Almighty God for the
favourable outcome of the Kiltearn Congregation’s dispute with the Bank of
Scotland, and note that all legal costs accrued in the pursuance thereof are to be
reimbursed to the denomination by the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court. The Assembly
further note the expression of gratitude to the denomination, and especially the
Committee, by the Kiltearn Congregation for their Presbyterian assistance in
pursuing an action that they could not have pursued otherwise;

The General Assembly thank Lindsays, Solicitors, Edinburgh for their services, and
in particular Mr Adam Gardiner, Senior Solicitor, Dispute Resolution and Litigation
Dept., for his professional advice and expertise;

The General Assembly bear with the Committee as they further wait upon the
Scottish Government for confirmation of their application for Prescribed Body status
under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977, and thank Mr Maurice Grant for his work in
attending to the successful application for three-year marriage authorisation licences
for our ministers;

The General Assembly approve the Bracadale & Duirinish Manse property address
‘Loch Mor’, Struan, Isle of Skye, IV56 8FB as the official address of the
denomination and thank the Bracadale & Duirinish Deacons’ Court for their
assistance and Mrs Muriel Smith for her readiness to take on the extra workload;

The General Assembly request the Committee to monitor and review the
performance of Drummond Miller LLP as Covid-19 restrictions are eased.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody
which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Vice-convener,
who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on
Psalmody and thank the Committee and, in particular, the Convener and Clerk for
their diligence;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the need for, and provision of, a fourth
print run of the staff version of the Scottish Psalmody;

The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his many years of service in
producing the Worthy to be Praised CDs and also thank Mr Bruce & Mrs Sohana
McKenzie for taking over their production;
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The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue in
their endeavours to promote the use of Psalmody in Christian schools and other
organisations as budgets permit;

The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the
praise in our Congregations;

The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody in their
efforts to classify the tunes in the Psalmody;

The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries to commend the teaching of
Psalmody in all Congregations within their bounds.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee (B) Nominations, which being printed and in the hands of
members, was referred to by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly amend Standing Order VI1.3.2.1 by the addition of the
following. It shall also include a Minister or Elder from the Presbytery of the USA;

3.  The General Assembly appoint Standing and Other Committees in accordance with
the printed list with the following changes:

GRoOUP 1

Mr Thomas I. Budgen [4] in place of Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod [2]

Mr Murdo A.N Macleod, (supernumerary) Convener,

Finance & Sustentation Committee [1]

Mr Murdo Maclver, Vice-convener, Finance & Sustentation Committee [3]

Mr lain Smith, Convener, Legal Advice & Property Committee [1]

Mr Murdo Maclver, Vice-convener, Legal Advice & Property Committee [3]

GROUP 2

Mr John M. King [4] in place of Mr William Sullivan [4]

PsaLMODY

Mr Christopher Reeder [4]

Mr Derek W. MacLean [4]

Wherefore
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GROUP 1

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION
LEGAL ADVICE &
PROPERTY

Ministers

Mr Thomas I. Budgen [4]

Mr Murdo Maclver, Vice-convener,
Finance & Sustentation Committee and
Vice-convener, Legal Advice & Property
Committee [3]

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, (supernumerary)
Convener, Finance & Sustentation
Committee [2]

Mr William B. Scott [2]

Mr lain Smith, Convener,

Legal Advice & Property Committee [1]

Elders

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway), [4]
Mr George McMillan [4]

Mr Colin Crichton [3]

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores) [3]

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee
The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee
A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee

GROUP 2

PuBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS
PUBLICATIONS
TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS

Ministers

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener,
Publications Committee [4]

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,

Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee [3]

Mr Warren E. Gardner [2]

Mr Calum Smith [2]

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener,

Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee [1]

Elders

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Vice-convener,
Publications Committee [4]

Mr John M. King [4]

Mr Donald A. Robertson, Vice-convener,
Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee [2]

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [2]

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener,
Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee [1]

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee
The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the
Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
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GROUP 3 26™ MAY
Wednesday
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION Forenoon
HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS
12. Report of the
ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS Assembly
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (B)
. Nominations
Ministers Elders (Cont.)
Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Convener, Mr Gordon Furzer [4]
Ecumenical Relations Committee [4] Mr lain A.C. MacPherson [4]
Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener, Mr Norman Smith, Vice-convener,
Welfare of Youth & Education Committee Welfare of Youth & Education
and Vice-convener, Ecumenical Relations Committee [3]
Committee [4] Mr James Wanliss [2]
Mr Gavin Beers [4] Mr Angus Ross (Staffin) [1]

Mr A. James Maclnnes, Convener,

Home & Foreign Missions Committee and
Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee [3]

Mr James S. Haram, Convener, Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee
and Vice-convener, Home & Foreign
Missions Committee [2]

The Editor of the Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly
and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

Ministers Elders

Mr Christopher Reeder [4] Mr Derek W. MacLean [4]

Mr John W. Keddie, Convener [1] Mr Graham Sinclair [4]

Mr James |. Gracie [1] Mr Calum Macleod (Point), Vice-convener
(1

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee

TBA, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee
Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows:
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26™ MAY PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS
Wednesday

Forenoon

Mr Colin MacDonald (Dores) Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)

12. Reportofthe  Dr Andrew I. Naylor Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora)
Assembly

Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (B)
Nominations
(Cont.)

GENERAL TRUSTEES

Dr Andrew I. Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Chairman
Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery), Vice-chairman
Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Preshytery)

Mr Thomas Maclnnes (Skye & Lochcarron Preshytery)

Mr John N. Gillies (Southern Preshytery)

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS

Rev. Kenneth M. Macdonald Mr John MacKenzie, Convener
Mr John Smith Mr Sanders Fraser
Mr Norman Smith Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea)

Mr lain A.C. MacPherson

13. Reportofthe  The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Printing Acts of
Sﬁnmtﬁ'gnzifsnof Assembly, which was given in by the Convener and adopted as follows:
Assembly

CLASS | ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT
None.

CLASS Il ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH

Act | Act anent Appointment of Principal Clerk of Assembly
Act Il Act anent Appointment of Assistant Clerk of Assembly
Act 111 Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen

ACT IV Act anent Equal Dividend

ActV Act anent Funeral Grant

Act VI Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Harris

Act VII Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl
Act VIII Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery

Act IX Act anent Roll of Board of Trustees

Act X Act anent Appointment of Media Officer

Act XI Act anent Reorganisation of Spanish Mission

Act XII Act anent Erection of Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon

Act XIII Act anent Appointment of Lecturer in Systematic Theology
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Act XIV Act anent Official Address of Denomination
Act XV Act appointing Commission of Assembly
Act XVI Act appointing next General Assembly

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a
Minute anent Deceased Ministers & Elders which was submitted by the Convener,
approved and ordered to be engrossed as follows:

It is with deep regret that the General Assembly record the death of the following
Ministers and Elders:

MINISTERS

Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat

Rev. John MacLeod was born in Fearn on 14 May 1948. Following a brief period of
employment as an insurance underwriter he commenced theological training at the Free
Church College in 1971. Whilst giving pulpit supply in Vancouver and Prince Edward
Island between 1976 and 1978 he met his future wife, Veda Joy Morrison. They returned
to Scotland in 1978 when he was inducted to the charge of Tarbat. He was to remain in
this Parish for 42 years until his sudden, and unexpected, passing on 17 December 2020.

He served the Church on a number of Committees over the years and, in particular, since
2000 as Principal Clerk of the General Assembly. His meticulous knowledge of Church
procedures and history proved invaluable in that role and his guidance and advice will be
greatly missed.

He was highly respected in the local community and was well known for his pastoral
concern for all throughout the Portmahomack area. We remember his grieving
congregation but, above all, extend our sympathies to his sorrowing widow, Joy, and their
greatly loved family of nine children and fifteen grandchildren.

Of our late brother it can be truly said Well done good and faithful servant; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord

ELDERS

Western Synod

Malcolm Campbell, Scalpay

Donald MacDonald, Kilmuir & Stenscholl

On the call of the Moderator, Rev. Graeme Craig led the Assembly in prayer and
commended the family of the late Rev. John MacLeod, Principal Clerk, to the Father of
all mercies and the God of all comfort.

Protestations were called for but none was given in.
The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint their Commission.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission
consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named
by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to
the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their
number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at
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Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at
seven o.clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and
convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly
fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and
finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall be
referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything
contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General
Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.
Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to
particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal
concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed that no
private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be
determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until
disapproved by the General Assembly. And further, the said Commission are hereby
empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for
raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned charges, for
consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas
and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any
reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and
ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the
suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to
Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.
And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned. And in
all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church
and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all
their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as
they shall see cause. And this Commission shall continue and endure until another
Commission is appointed. And members are required to attend the diets of the said
Commission.

The thanks of the General Assembly were accorded to the Moderator for the excellent
manner in which he discharged the duties of the Chair; to Rev. William Macleod for his
assistance to the Moderator; to the Principal Clerk and to Rev. James I. Gracie, Assistant
Clerk pro tem, and to Mr Murdo Murray for secretarial work and technical assistance
before and during the Assembly; to Miss Joan MacDonald for her skills in scripting the
Loyal & Dutiful Address; and to the Christian Public for their support.

The General Assembly proceeded to appoint the time and place of the next General
Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 23™ May 2022 years at 6 o’clock in the
evening.

The Minutes of this day’s Sederunts were read and approved.

The General Assembly was dissolved with prayer, the singing of Psalm 122 and the
Apostolic Benediction.
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l.
REPORT

OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS

(A) ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS

1. Introduction

If 2019-20 was an extra ordinary year for the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, then the
same could be said for the current ecclesiastical year. First, there was the sudden passing of Rev. John
MacLeod, Principal Clerk of Assembly, in December. Then, much to the dismay of the Committee, the
situation facing them at the beginning of March left them with little option but to have the Assembly
Clerks’ Department arrange for the meeting of the 2021 General Assembly to be held by Zoom. The Lord’s
providence is often strange and can at times, be painful or challenging for the believer, but it is his comfort
to know that the Lord understands all things and is working out his perfect plan through which he will be
glorified in the building of his Church and the triumph of the Kingdom of grace. The Committee submit to
Christ’s sovereign wisdom in the sure knowledge that he is “head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”

2. General Assembly

2.1 Mode of Meeting

After each General Assembly, the Committee routinely conduct a wide-ranging review in an attempt to
learn lessons so that the working of future Assemblies may be as profitable and efficient as is practicable. It
was a relief to the Committee to note how successful the Zoom meetings of the 2020 Assembly had proved
to be, considering the potential difficulties associated with any teleconferencing format. This was in large
measure down to the preparations of the Assembly Clerks beforehand, the skill of the Moderator and, above
all, the most efficient technical help of Mr Murdo Murray. The Committee were aware of some difficulties
incurred with voting, and also that some brethren would have been put off speaking by the format.
However, although not ideal, and much being lost through the lack of informal personal interaction, the
business was conducted in a God-honouring and efficient manner.

The date of the 2021 General Assembly having already been set by the previous Assembly, when the
Committee met in early March they were not convinced that it would be possible to hold an ‘in-person’
meeting. The timetable then outlined by the Scottish Government for easing lockdown restrictions meant
that there was no guarantee of travel or accommodation difficulties being easily overcome. Further, the
usual building in Edinburgh might not have been available. Given this, the Committee were left with two
options: either they arrange a brief meeting in May, and seek to have an in-person meeting in October in
Inverness (as was planned for last year), or they arrange a fuller meeting in May. Given the uncertainties in
being able to meet in October, the desirability of having Committees revert to a normal timetable, and the
relative success of the Zoom meetings in October 2020, the Committee believed that the best arrangement
was to have as full an Assembly as possible in May by Zoom. The Assembly Clerks’ Department have
been asked to organise the Assembly on this basis. Obviously the Committee can only recommend this to
the Assembly when they meet, but they are assuming that this will be accepted and that, with the Lord’s
help, such a meeting may prove beneficial to the Church.

The Committee are, of course, aware of the shortcomings of such modes of meeting. Some people will be
put off speaking and votes will be more difficult. There is not the usual interaction between Commissioners
which can help in the resolution of difficulties or the clarifying of queries. There is no time for the
fellowship which helps cement the bonds of friendship and also assists in the smooth running of business.
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The reception of Delegates and informal fellowship with them becomes near impossible. In other words,
much is missing from a normal General Assembly. It is the fervent prayer of the Committee that the 2022
General Assembly will be a ‘normal” Assembly.

2.2. Business

The Committee are hopeful that if more time is given over to business on the Monday evening, then, with a
full day of business on the Tuesday, it should be possible to have the business completed by 5pm on the
Wednesday. The Clerks have been requested to prepare a timetable which, together with other available
papers, will be circulated beforehand to help expedite the business.

Last October, brethren were asked, where possible, to submit questions in writing beforehand to assist the
smooth running of business. It is proposed to repeat this for this Assembly. Although not a requirement, it
will assist in the expediting of business. In the same way, the early submission of motions will assist the
Clerks in circulating to members any amendments, etc.

Given that last time some Commissioners encountered difficulties with voting, the Committee believe that,
in order to ensure equity, all votes should be carried out by means of calling the Roll. Although this may
lengthen the process, it will avoid issues encountered last year and ensure that all votes are counted.

2.3 Moderator-Designate

Last year the Committee, with the concurrence of the Moderator-Designate and the previous Moderator,
suggested that the Moderator of the previous Assembly convene the Assembly with a brief Address/Sermon
and that he remain in the Chair for the proceedings of this Assembly, with the current Moderator-Designate
becoming Moderator-Designate of the 2021 Assembly. In the event, the Moderator-Designate of the 2021
General Assembly, Rev. John MaclLeod, Tarbat, subsequently passed away. In the circumstances, the
Committee, taking note of previous suggestions from Presbyteries, nominated a Moderator-Designate and
an announcement was duly made.

2.4 Assembly Officer
Mr Murdo Murray has agreed to act as Assembly Officer this year. The Committee are grateful to him for
his technical assistance to the Assembly and commend him to the prayers of the brethren.

2.5 Assembly Commissioners’ Expenses

In accordance with Act I Class II 2001, the Committee notified Presbyteries of Assembly Commissioners’
expenses. It is not expected that these expenses will be required, unless it is to attend a meeting of the
Commission should it be required to convene.

2.6 Broadcasting of General Assembly

The 2020 General Assembly was unique in a number of ways, one of which was that there was public
broadcasting of the Assembly over the internet for the first time. This was particularly successful on one of
the days when the Zoom feed was able to be broadcast on Facebook. The Committee are hopeful that this
will be repeated this year, and have asked the Clerks’ Department to make the necessary arrangements. It is
also hoped that it may be possible to continue public broadcasting of the General Assembly when, DV, the
meetings return to their usual setting at Liberton. The public broadcasts met with an enthusiastic reception
from many in the Church who otherwise would have been unable to attend.

2.7 Location of Assembly

The Committee undertook a review of the location of the Assembly and in particular whether the Partick
buildings would be suitable for future meetings. Given the difficulties perceived, the Committee agreed to
pass from the matter.
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3. Assembly Clerks’ Department

The whole Church was saddened to learn of the sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Principal Clerk of
Assembly, on 17" December 2020. His knowledge of Church principles and practice was second to none,
and since the division of 2000, he had been enabled graciously, yet firmly, to guide the Assembly and the
Church Courts and Committees in many varied ways. He spent and was spent in the service of the Lord,
and the Committee place on record their appreciation of the labours of Mr MacLeod on behalf of the
Church and thank the Lord for him. He has been called to higher service, and whilst the Church on earth is
poorer for his loss, the Committee are thankful that, at a time of great disruption and uncertainty in the
Church, such a skilful and helpful Church administrator was provided, one who sought not his own glory,
but the welfare of the Church and the glory of Christ.

The Committee are grateful to the Assistant Clerk, Rev. Graeme Craig, for taking on the added burden of
trying to run the Assembly Clerks’ Department without a colleague, and in providing clerking and advice to
the Committees and Courts of the Church.

The Committee have asked Presbyteries for Nominations for the position of Principal Clerk. Aware that the
current Assistant Clerk may be elected to that office, they have, in the light of this possibility, also sought
nominations for Assistant Clerk. These nominations are contained in a Supplementary Report. Given that
the current Assistant Clerk is effectively the acting Principal Clerk of Assembly, the Committee have
arranged that Rev. James I. Gracie should, for this Assembly, be appointed the Assistant Clerk pro tem
should this be required.

Mr Murdo Murray (Stornoway), who is Clerk to both Group 1 Committees, continues to assist the
Assembly Clerks’ Department in the preparation of papers for printing for Committees and the General
Assembly. This work, which is done quietly and behind the scenes, has relieved the Assembly Clerks and
especially the Assistant Clerk of a great burden. The whole Church owes him an enormous debt of
gratitude.

The Assembly Clerks continue to make available in electronic format the Principal Acts & Proceedings of
the General Assembly. Although hard copies are no longer supplied automatically to individuals, Church
Courts and Standing Committees of Assembly, they will be supplied if requested. Should anyone require a
hard copy of the Acts & Proceedings, they are asked to communicate the same to the Assistant Clerk before
the beginning of the Assembly, to ensure that adequate supplies are available.

The Committee were concerned to hear of the fire in the study of the Tarbat Manse, home of the late
Principal Clerk, on 25" February 2021, but were thankful to the Lord that there was no loss of life and
limited damage to the property. The Assistant Clerk of Assembly was able to visit the property and retrieve
many items related to the General Assembly and various Standing Committees. Some folders of documents
relating to the Ecumenical Relations Committee or previous meetings of the Assembly were lost in the fire,
but it was a relief to learn that few documents could not be replaced, if required. The official records of the
various Special & Standing Committees appear to be accounted for. Even the contents of the boxes
containing many items used for the Assembly suffered only minor smoke damage, and have either been
made good or will be replaced in time for the 2022 meeting of the General Assembly. The fire has
highlighted the need to consider how and where to store official records and other materials, including
archival material relating to the Church, and the Committee will give active consideration to this in due
course.

4. Committees

4.1 Committee Personnel

Last year the usual turnover of Committee personnel was suspended, due to the fact that the new Committee
year was only beginning in October, after the rising of the General Assembly. Whilst this was helpful at a
time of uncertainty, the Committee believe that a return to the normal pattern of personnel changes is to be
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preferred and this is reflected in their Proposed Deliverance (B). With regard to Group 3 Committees, there
has been a higher turnover of members than would normally be desirable, but this has been unavoidable, and
is due to Committee members feeling the need to retire early due to ill health or age. The Committee are
grateful to all those who serve on Committees, and without them the work of the Church would be much
hindered.

4.2 Clerks to Committees

It will be noted that the Committee are presently seeking the services of someone to Clerk the Publications
Committee and also someone to Clerk the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee. They have been
struggling to have these posts filled, and continue to seek out suitable individuals who are available to assist
in this way. Thanks are owed to those who have filled in meantime, especially to Rev. David Blunt, who has
assisted the Publications Committee.

4.3 Committee Structure

The Committee constantly review the manner in which Committees are working and whether there is a
possibility of their structure, etc., being reviewed. Although fresh work has been undertaken on this during
the past year, the Committee have not as yet come to any final decisions or recommendations.

5. Video-conference Facilities for Church Courts and Committees

Over the last year most meetings of Committees and Church Courts have been held by the Zoom video-
conferencing facility. Whilst this has been of great assistance during the current public health restrictions,
the Committee are aware that it is not ideal. The fact that the brethren know one another well due to regular
in-person meetings means that the occasional Zoom meeting can work relatively well. Some brethren from
remote areas have expressed concern over the time that travel to Committees can sometimes take, especially
from island communities. Having reflected on this, and aware that the June Committee meetings occur soon
after the rising of the Assembly and tend to be the least intense of the three stated meetings of Committees,
the Committee are recommending that these be held as Zoom meetings, with the October and March
meetings being held in-person. Although Group 2 and 3 Committees use Zoom to enable brethren from the
USA to join in Committees, the Committee would discourage others from joining in this way on a regular
basis. It is recognised that much can be lost where there is no face-to face contact with others, and that this
is especially true when weighty or more controversial business is under consideration.

6. Meetings of the Commission

During the past year there was no urgent business to be brought before the Commission of Assembly, and
therefore the Commission did not meet. Whilst the Commission of Assembly will continue to be available
to meet under the terms of its appointment, if required, for urgent business, it is hoped that meetings will
continue to be infrequent. This has a number of benefits, including the reserving of business to the better-
attended and more representative General Assembly, and the freeing up of time for other business or the
enabling of Committee members to return home sooner on the stated Committee days.

(B) NOMINATIONS

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending
vacancies in Committees, agreed to recommend the lists of Committees and Clerks to the General Assembly
as in the Proposed Deliverance. A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations have not been
sought is added for convenience

GLENN FRASER, Convener
A. JAMES MACINNES, Vice-convener
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE
(A)

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the
Assembly Clerks’ Department;

The General Assembly, noting the health crisis which is still having effects on the nation, approve the
Committee’s actions in preparing for the Assembly to meet by teleconference over a number of days in
May, and welcome the practical arrangements made as outlined in the Report;

The General Assembly accept the recommendation of the Committee that any votes taken during this
Assembly should be by calling the Roll;

The General Assembly appoint Mr Murdo Murray as Assembly Officer and thank him for making his
services available to the Assembly;

The General Assembly welcome the attempts made to provide a public broadcast of this Assembly and
encourage the Committee to provide this facility in future years;

The General Assembly note with sadness the sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Principal Clerk
of Assembly; they record their deep sense of gratitude to God for the invaluable help and guidance he
provided to the Church over the critical years before and after January 2000, and his unstinting labours
to assist in whatever way possible the Committees and Courts of the Church;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Graeme Craig, Assistant Clerk of Assembly, for taking on the added
burden of trying to run the Assembly Clerks’ Department without a colleague and for providing
clerking and advice to the Committees and Courts of the Church;

The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie, Assistant Clerk of Assembly pro tem, for this
Assembly;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray, Stornoway, for his willingness to assist in helping in
the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General Assembly;

The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their consideration of the best manner of storing
official records and other materials, including archival material relating to the Church;

The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of the various
Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks;

The General Assembly thank the Committee for arranging access to video-conferencing facilities for
the use of Church Courts, Committees and individuals on Church-related business, and commend its
use when appropriate; in particular they approve the suggestion that the June meetings of Committees
be held by video-conferencing facility.

(B)

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements
& Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener;

The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these Committees in
accordance with the following list:
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GRouP 1
FINANCE & SUSTENTATION
LEGAL ADVICE &
PROPERTY

Ministers

Mr Murdo Maclver, Convener,

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3]
Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener,
Finance & Sustentation Committee [2]
Mr William B. Scott [2]

Mr lain Smith, Vice-convener,

Finance & Sustentation Committee [1]

Elders

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway), Vice-convener,
Legal Advice & Property Committee [4]

Mr George MacMillan [4]

Mr Colin Crichton [3]

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores) [3]

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee
The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee
A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee

GRoOuUP 2
PuBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS
PUBLICATIONS
TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS

Ministers

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener,

Publications Committee [4]

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [3]
Mr Warren E. Gardner [2]

Mr Calum Smith [2]

Mr Greg MacDonald, Convener,

Elders

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Vice-convener,
Publications Committee [4]

Dr William Sullivan [4]

Mr Donald A. Robertson, Vice-convener, Training
of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [2]

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [2]

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Vice-convener,

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [1] Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [1]

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee
The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the
Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
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GROUP 3
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION
HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS
ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS
ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Ministers Elders

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Convener, Mr Gordon Furzer [4]

Ecumenical Relations Committee [4] Mr lain A.C. MacPherson [4]

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener, Mr Norman Smith, Vice-convener,

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee and Welfare of Youth & Education Committee [3]
Vice-convener, Ecumenical Relations Committee [4] Mr James Wanliss [2]

Mr Gavin Beers [4] Mr Angus Ross (Staffin) [1]
Mr A. James Maclnnes, Convener,

Home & Foreign Missions Committee and

Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements &

Nominations Committee [3]

Mr James S. Haram, Convener, Assembly

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and

Vice-convener, Home & Foreign Missions

Committee [2]

[2021

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly
and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

Ministers Elders
Mr John W. Keddie, Convener [1] Mr Graham Sinclair[4]
Mr James |. Gracie [1] Mr Calum Macleod (Point), Vice-convener [1]

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee

TBA, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee
Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee
Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee
Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows:
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PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS

Mr Colin MacDonald (Dores) Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)
Dr Andrew Naylor Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora)
GENERAL TRUSTEES

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Chairman
Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery), Vice-chairman
Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery)

Mr Thomas Maclnnes (Skye & Lochcarron Preshytery)

Mr John N. Gillies (Southern Preshytery)

ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS

Rev. Kenneth M. Macdonald Mr John MacKenzie, Convener
Mr John Smith Mr Sanders Fraser
Mr Norman Smith Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea)

Mr lain A.C. MacPherson
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.
REPORT

OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Introduction

Christ has prayed earnestly that His people may be united, and has indicated that this is a fruit of the
sanctifying work of God in His people: Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast
given me, that they may be one, as we are (John 17:11). The Puritan Anthony Burgess writes wisely on this
text:

This then ought to be our unity: the Holy Spirit of God is to move, work, and guide all our hearts and
affections, as it is the same soul that informs all the parts of the body... If then the Spirit of God did
work the same measure of illumination and sanctification in all, there would not be any disagreement;
but though all godly men have the same Spirit, yet not the same gifts or graces, or degrees of graces, and
for want of this comes contention (Christ’s Prayer Before His Passion, RHB reprint, i, 530-1).

The Committee on Ecumenical Relations is charged with fulfilling the outward and formal responsibilities
of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in this regard. It is responsible for
building and maintaining relationships between the Free Church (Continuing) and like-minded churches
and organisations around the world.

This Report will restrict attention to a selection of areas of significance.

1. Ecumenical Organisations

ICRC/EUCRC

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the International Conference of Reformed
Churches (ICRC), and its European sub-division, the European Conference of Reformed Churches
(EUCRC). The EuCRC had planned to hold a Conference in the Netherlands from 2-5 June 2020, which
was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The Committee, on which the current Convener sits, has now
agreed to postpone the next Conference until 2023, DV. The ICRC Conference was to have been held in
2021, but this has now been postponed to October 12-19 2022, to be held in Windhoek, Namibia, DV. The
Committee would expect to send delegates to that Conference on behalf of the Free Church (Continuing).

Affinity

The Free Church (Continuing) continues its membership of the evangelical network Affinity, and is
represented on the Council by Rev. T.J. McGlynn. Affinity held a theological conference by Zoom on 17—
18 March 2021, which the Convener attended. The subject was ‘Aspects of Biblical Eschatology’.

2. Australia
The Free Church (Continuing) maintains a full sister-church relationship with the Presbyterian Church of
Eastern Australia (PCEA), and also maintains contact with several other Australian churches.

Australian Free Church

The Australian Free Church (AFC) is a small denomination that emerged from a disciplinary dispute within
the PCEA in the late 1970s. In more recent years, a measure of reconciliation has taken place and formal
discipline imposed on individuals in the AFC by the PCEA has been lifted. The dispute in question
concerned Bible versions, and the AFC holds in practice to the continued use of the Authorised Version in
public worship, without having amended the constitution of their Church in any way. The constitution of
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the AFC therefore remains that of the historic sister-church to the Free Church of Scotland in Australia, and
is entirely consistent with our own. The Ordination Questions and Formula are identical with our own.

The AFC has now written to the Free Church (Continuing). The letter, written in the name of Rev. John
Nelson as Clerk of Presbytery, reads as follows:

We send greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour, and the King and Head of the
Church.

As you know the Australian Free Church has enjoyed a happy interchange with your church over many
years. We appreciate the generous hospitality and warm welcome extended to Mr and Mrs Nelson on
the occasions he has been our delegate to your Assembly.

Our denomination is strongly committed to the Presbyterian doctrine, worship and government
expressed in the Westminster Standards. We use the KJV Bible in our pulpits and homes, sing from the
1650 Psalter and have no musical accompaniment in our worship services. We feel a natural affinity
with yourselves and count it an honour to be looked upon by you as like-minded brethren.

We now find ourselves facing the reality of ageing office-bearers and two small congregations with few
prospects of young men able to take on responsibilities in the future. We are encouraged to believe the
Lord has not forsaken us as we have been blessed with a ministry spanning 41 years. The most recent
minister, Rev. Matthew Winzer, has ministered in the Chadstone Congregation (Melbourne) for the last
two years. He is a faithful, able and evangelical man.

Our Presbytery members are zealous advocates of greater unity among Reformed Churches whilst
holding steadfastly to the distinctives bequeathed to us by our Scottish forebears. We do not seek unity
at the expense of integrity in the truth and doctrine we have sworn to uphold. (I have attached a copy of
the Formula our office-bearers sign at their ordination.)

Our Preshytery is agreed unreservedly that we should pursue a greater unity with yourselves. We look
upon you as the faithful upholders of the rich heritage of the godly witnesses that have stood for the
doctrines of grace and the regulative principle in the worship and government of the church in the past.

We understand that your involvement with the Australian church through the PCEA has been
maintained since that denomination’s inception in NSW in 1846 and the denomination formed by the
union of Free Churches in the other eastern states in 1953; apart from a recent lapse in mutual eligibility
that was restored at your 2019 Assembly. Our own separation from the PCEA in 1979 was over the
issue of the introduction of Scriptures not based on the Received Text for use in public worship. Since
that time the discipline imposed upon us by the PCEA has been lifted and we enjoy good relations with
some of their ministers. However the issue that led to our separation regrettably continues to prevent
our reunion with them.

We are jealous for Presbyterian church government and it is our fear that we may become de facto
Independents as the ranks of our office-bearers thin.

In this light we would like to propose that the FCC consider adopting the AFC as a missionary outreach
of your church. It is our desire to promote the distinctives we share in common whilst setting forth
Christ as the only Redeemer and Saviour of sinners. We feel our vulnerability without the spiritual
guidance and support of brethren like yourselves, whose stand for truth and righteousness has been an
encouragement and example to many brethren throughout the world.

We realise that your previous involvement with the Magill congregation in South Australia did not end
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happily and can appreciate that your Assembly would be wary of becoming involved in Australia again,
especially as the distance that separates us is so prohibitive. The availability of video-conferencing can
go a long way to alleviate this inconvenience.

The Australian Free Church is currently self-supporting so we are not looking for financial support. We
own the church and manse in Melbourne outright, and have reasonable cash assets to continue our work
for the foreseeable future.

What we do covet is the fellowship, spiritual support and guidance and recognition of your Assembly.
We note that the FCC has a mission work in Sri Lanka and a number of self-supporting congregations in
the USA. If it please the Lord to so incline your hearts we would feel it as heaven’s blessing if we
should be included among them.

The Committee have made a number of initial enquiries, particularly to query whether a more extreme view
of the AV is held by the AFC than would be acceptable under our constitution, and has received responses
on this point that they consider satisfactory.

The Committee believe it to be a reasonable proposal to admit the AFC. The AFC has three ministers (two
retired, and one active), and one ruling elder. There are two Congregations, Chadstone, which is a suburb
of Melbourne, and Hamilton, both in the southern state of Victoria. The congregations are small but
financially stable. They do not seek financial assistance. This admission would permit the erection of an
Australian Presbytery.

The Committee are recommending that the Assembly grant approval in principle for this course of action,
and authorise the Committee to correspond further with the AFC, with the intention of bringing a matured
proposal for admission to the General Assembly in 2022.

The Committee further recommend that the Assembly authorise the Committee to correspond on this matter
with other Australian Churches. As a matter of courtesy, the Committee would wish to write to the PCEA,
as an Australian Church with whom we have federal relations, to inform them of this intention. The
Committee do not anticipate that the PCEA will have any objection to the erection of an Australian
Presbytery of the Free Church (Continuing), and indeed would hope that this development will foster
contact and fellowship with the PCEA.

Furthermore, the Committee would wish, with Assembly permission, to write to two other small Australian
denominations, which are the same in constitutional commitments and practice in worship as the Free
Church (Continuing), the Southern Presbyterian Church of Tasmania (SPCT) and the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Australia (EPCA), to inform them of the intention of the Free Church (Continuing)
to erect an Australian Presbytery, and to invite them to associate with it, should they so wish, and otherwise
to maintain active ecumenical relations. The AFC has already indicated in correspondence with the
Committee that they do not object to such an approach being made, and would welcome either or both of
these churches being associated with them in an Australian Presbytery of the Free Church (Continuing).
The SPCT has only two congregations and one active minister, formerly of our Church (Rev. David
Lachman), and it is therefore thought possible that they might be open to this proposal. The EPCA is
slightly larger, with five congregations, and is perhaps unlikely to accept such an invitation immediately,
but the Committee hope that this invitation will be understood as a gesture of friendliness. The EPCA are
currently exploring the possibility of their divinity students receiving their theological studies through our
Seminary by distance learning, though no final decision has been made at the time of the writing of this
Report.

The Committee would emphasise that the Free Church (Continuing) has no interest in empire-building in
Australia, and that the purpose of the erection of an Australian Presbytery would be to foster the work of the
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Gospel and the advance of the Reformed faith in Australia, and, if the Lord wills, to assist the eventual
development of an independent and indigenous Australian sister-church.

3. North America
The Committee maintain relations on behalf of the Free Church (Continuing) with a number of Churches in
North America.

Presbyterian Reformed Church

In particular, close informal ties have developed in recent years with the Preshbyterian Reformed Church
(PRC). The PRC is a small, conservative denomination, which originated from Canadian congregations
associated with the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. In its worship (Authorised version, metrical
Psalms, women with heads covered and experimental preaching) it precisely resembles the Free Church
(Continuing), and its constitutional basis would appear to be identical. It has one congregation and minister
in the UK (Rev. R. Mohon, Stockton-on-Tees, who maintains close ties with our Church).

As reported to the Assembly last year, the PRC has expressed interest in union with the United States
Presbytery of the Free Church (Continuing), but appears reluctant to consider formal union with the
Scottish Church. Our United States Presbytery is not at present prepared to consider severing the
institutional tie with Scotland. Given this situation, the Committee, in consultation with our US Presbytery,
took the unusual decision to plan to send a delegate from the Scottish Church to attend the Presbytery of the
PRC meeting in June 2020. The Committee hoped that our delegate could convey our warm interest in
Scotland in ecumenical relations with the PRC, while also explaining the autonomy that our Presbyteries
enjoy as the radical court of the Church, and therefore the absence of any intrusive or authoritarian control
on the part of our General Assembly over the affairs of American or Canadian congregations. The
Committee hoped that by clearing misconceptions, and communicating good will, closer ecumenical ties
between the Free Church (Continuing) and the PRC, even to the extent of union, may be possible in due
course. This trip had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Committee, however, have received a further invitation to attend the meeting of the PRC presbytery,
meeting in King, North Carolina, USA, on 27-29 May 2021, DV. At time of writing, the Committee is
considering the possibility of sending the Convener to attend this meeting, should regulations on travel
permit that. As a younger man, the Convener should not be at any particular risk from such travel. He also
had suspended flights with Loganair and travel vouchers with KLM, arising from the cancelled trip to
attend the EUCRC meeting in the Netherlands in 2020, which should cover the majority of the cost
involved, and which otherwise would expire unused, as no other travel on behalf of the Ecumenical
Relations Committee is currently planned for 2021.

4. Scotland

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland

Within Scotland, the Free Church (Continuing) maintains contact with the Reformed Presbyterian Church
of Scotland (RPCS). A Committee of representatives (Rev. W. Macleod, Rev. J. Haram, Rev. J. Keddie
and Mr N. Smith), appointed by the Committee on Ecumenical Relations, is available to discuss further
relations with the RPCS. This representative Committee met with representatives of the R.P. Church (Rev.
K. Stewart, Rev. T. Donnachie, and Rev. S. McCollum) on 10 December 2020.

This meeting was cordial and constructive. A number of outstanding issues have been identified as
requiring further discussion, particularly the implication of the historic rejection of the Revolution
Settlement of 1690 by the RPCS; the question of the validity and implications of the binding obligation of
the Covenants of 1638 and 1643; and some differences of practice between the two Churches, of which the
most obvious is the use of modern versions in the public worship of the RPCS.

Undeniably, there remain issues outstanding between the two Churches. Nevertheless, the Committee are
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of the view that such ongoing discussions are beneficial in seeking to understand one another, if not draw
the Churches closer together; that as long as the opportunity for discussion remains this should be
continued; and that the responsibility for breaking off discussions should not be that of the Free Church
(Continuing). The Committee believe that it is important to foster and develop relations between the
Churches on an informal level, in the hope that in due course closer ecumenical ties may be established on a
sound basis of principle and constitutional fidelity. The Committee accept that there would not seem to be a
prospect of closer formal ecumenical relations in the near future.

Associated Presbyterian Churches

The Free Church (Continuing) has long maintained contact with the Associated Presbyterian Churches
(APC). This denomination is now very small, and is understood to have only four active ministers at
present. Following the meeting of our committee of representatives with the representatives of the RPCS, it
was reported to the full Committee that ministers representing the APC had expressed interest in
participating in these discussions. Our representatives had responded that they had no authority to conduct
any discussion on behalf of the Ecumenical Relations Committee with the APC, but that such authority
could be sought.

The Committee understands that younger ministers of the APC indicate a greater interest in following the
trajectory of the FC(C) than of our separated brethren. They seem to value the heritage of Reformed
theology and to desire to maintain exclusive psalmody. On this basis, the Committee welcome the
approach.

The Committee are aware of obvious differences of practice between the two Churches, including the use of
modern versions in public worship in most APC Congregations. There would not seem to be a prospect of
closer formal ecumenical relations in the near future with the APC. Equally, the Committee welcomes any
proposal for discussion and believes that the responsibility for declining discussions should not be that of
the Free Church (Continuing).

Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland

The Committee noted with disappointment a Statement of Differences approved by the Synod of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland in 2019. This Statement in the Committee’s view does not accurately
represent the constitutional position of the Free Church (Continuing). A response to the Statement has been
prepared and is included as an Appendix to this Report. This response has been revised as a consequence of
concerns raised over some aspects of content and presentation, and in particular a misprint identified in the
original draft, which was presented last year. The revised text has been checked by the Assembly Clerks’
Department and the Committee on Legal Advice & Property, and meets with their approval.

5. Name of the Church

On 18 February 2021, the Scottish businessman, Mr Donald Macdonald, wrote to the ministers of the Free
Church (Continuing) urging them to consider a change in the name of the Church. He urged that the name
was confusing, and associated the Free Church (Continuing) with the departure from Reformed principles
of our separated brethren. He has suggested the name ‘Reformation Church of Scotland’. Mr Macdonald
believes that ‘there are a significant number of ministers and people who would rally to your cause if you
identified yourselves with the Reformation rather than what they see currently as an opposition church to
the Free Church’.

Mr Macdonald offered to facilitate informal discussions for this purpose. Rev. Timothy McGlynn
subsequently got in touch with Mr Macdonald and rightly pointed out that this matter would be better
addressed in a formal way through the courts of the Church. Mr Macdonald has agreed to this, and Mr
McGlynn then wrote formally to the Ecumenical Relations Committee asking for the matter to be taken into
consideration. The Committee are grateful to Mr McGlynn for his assistance.
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In terms of the question itself, the Committee have not discussed it and therefore take no view, beyond
noting that the question is a legitimate one, and the administrative name of the Church can readily be
changed, should the wider Church desire that. The name of the national church is not, in any case, imposed
locally, as Mr McGlynn has noted in his letter:

When the Aberdeen Congregation moved into its new premises, we used the name Grace Reformed
Church locally. We did this as a way to focus attention on the things that mattered most: The Grace of
God to Sinners, the Doctrine of the Reformation and the Church of Christ as God’s ordained witness to
the world. In other words, the name is there to help in our public witness to those without, not simply to
distinguish us from others with whom we once walked, worked and worshipped.

It should be noted that the Committee does not expect that a change in the name of the Church will change
the situation detailed above regarding the other Scottish denominations with which we have discussions.

The Committee does not have any mandate to discuss this issue and believes it falls outside the normal
remit of Ecumenical Relations. For this reason, the Committee have included in their proposed deliverance
a motion that the Assembly appoint a Special Committee, as Mr McGlynn has requested, to evaluate the
merit of a change of the name of the denomination as a means to enhance the public witness of the church
and improve the possibility of uniting like-minded brethren throughout the land and beyond, to consult with
Presbyteries regarding such a change, and to bring proposals to the General Assembly of 2022 if it is
thought that a change would be beneficial. Again, it is stressed that the Committee have not discussed and
have taken no view as to the merits of such a discussion taking place. They have merely sought to provide a
proper mechanism whereby discussion on this topic may be aired.

6. Clerk

This year, the Committee has the sad duty of paying tribute to the dedicated service of the late Rev. John
MacLeod, who served as Clerk to the Committee over many years. Mr MacLeod’s dedication to the work
of maintaining and developing the ecumenical relations of the Church was evident to all who served on the
Committee over these years, and his expert advice and assistance was much appreciated. He also gave
diligent service as a representative of the Church at meetings overseas.

The Committee are also very grateful to Rev. Graeme Craig for stepping in as Clerk pro tem following Mr
MacLeod’s sudden death. He has already given valuable and unstinting service to the Committee.

ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Convener
SAMUEL CAMERON, Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations and
thank the Committee, especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk pro tem;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) has a duty to
recognise other true Churches worldwide and foster appropriate relations with them where possible,
without compromise of God’s Truth;

3. The General Assembly note the ongoing involvement of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in
the International Conference of Reformed Churches and the European Conference of Reformed
Churches, and pray for the work of these bodies;

4. The General Assembly note the ongoing membership of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) in
Affinity and pray that we may be an influence for good within this organisation; the Assembly thank
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the Rev. T.J. McGlynn for his faithful work as our Church’s representative on the Affinity council;

The General Assembly note with pleasure the federal relations maintained with the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia;

The General Assembly note with pleasure the approach from the Australian Free Church seeking
admission, and the proposal that a Presbytery of Australia be erected, and grant approval in principle
for this course of action; they authorise the Committee to correspond further with the Australian Free
Church, with the intention of bringing a matured proposal to the General Assembly in 2022 for the
admission of the Australian Free Church and erection of a Preshytery of Australia;

The General Assembly authorise the Committee to correspond with the Australian Churches with
which we have contact, informing them of the Church’s intention to erect a Presbytery of Australia,
and in particular to write to the Southern Presbyterian Church of Tasmania and to the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Australia to invite them to associate with this Presbytery, should they so wish,
and otherwise to maintain active ecumenical relations with the Free Church (Continuing);

The General Assembly note with approval the discussions between our United States Presbytery, the
Ecumenical Relations Committee and the Presbyterian Reformed Church of North America, and pray
that these contacts will develop toward closer ecumenical relations;

The General Assembly note the cordial discussions between representatives of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland;

The General Assembly note the approach to representatives of the Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) by representatives of the Associated Presbyterian Churches;

The General Assembly commend the Response to the Statement of Differences prepared by the Free
Presbyterian Church to the attention of the wider Church;

The General Assembly determine to appoint a Special Committee on the Name of the Church to
evaluate the merit of a change of the name of the denomination as a means to enhance the public
witness of the Church and improve the possibility of uniting like-minded brethren throughout the land
and beyond, to consult with Presbyteries thereanent, to develop proposals if it is thought that such a
change would be beneficial and report to the General Assembly of 2022.
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APPENDIX

FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ‘STATEMENT OF DIFFERENCES’ (2019) - A RESPONSE

1. Introduction

In 2019 the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland (FPCS) issued a revised form of its Statement of
Differences with other Presbyterian Churches in Scotland. This was originally published in 1933 and
updated to 1962, although an earlier Statement of Differences was approved by the FPCS Synod in 1917 in
the context of disputes with the post-1900 Free Church of Scotland (FCS). The present response is a
genuine effort to clarify some issues, correct misrepresentations or misunderstandings within the Statement
in regard to the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) (FCSC) and to clear the way for better understanding
and relations between the FPCS and the FCSC that there may be a strengthening of the things most surely
believed among us.

2. The undivided Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000

1. In relation to the Free Church (post-1900) it is stated that it “owes its being, as presently constituted,
only to the 1900 union.” This assertion is contrary to fact. The continuing post-Union Free Church argued
successfully for constitutional continuity with the Church of 1843. The Free Church continuing men of
1900 did not go into the union. It was the majority which took leave of the FCS. The minority held to
earlier protests in relation to the 1863-1873 union moves and the permitted changes in worship in 1872 (non
-canonical song) and 1883 (instrumental music). These protests, incidentally, were also approved by the
Free Church ministers who subsequently formed the FPCS in 1893.

2. Criticism is also directed towards the FCS about, (a) denial that the Papacy is the man of sin; (b)
assertion that God is passible; and (c) that six-day creation is denied, by some or many within its borders. It
is acknowledged that this is very likely a supportable statement, both in regard to the pre-2000 Free Church
and those under that name today, though not the FCSC. But these things could also be said of many in the
pre-1892 FCS right back to Thomas Chalmers and Hugh Miller. In which case, whilst the FPCS argue:
‘We were never in the Declaratory Act Free Church’ (a debatable statement actually), it can nonetheless be
said of their supporters in 1893 that they had been in a Church in which at least (a) and (c), and possibly
also (b), were maintained by many, not to speak of being in a Church in which hymn-singing and
instrumental music were approved for use in public worship services.

3. These issues involve dishonesty and indiscipline, as opposed to changes to the Constitution of the
Church. The question arises — and it also arises, as we shall see, in connection with the issues involved in
the Declaratory Act — Why should people leave a Church in which the constitution reflected in the
Standards, Questions and Formulae remain unchanged, albeit they are maybe thought to be observed in the
breach by some or even many? In that case often it is the majority that is in the wrong and putting itself
essentially outside the Church. It is then the duty of the minority to assert strenuously, maintain and defend
the constitutional position of the Church by all lawful means, including protesting, and only when the
majority deny the minority this aspect of their Ordination vow is the minority then forced into separation.
Thus, the constitution is defended, the unity of the Church is preserved and any forced separation is the fault
and responsibility of the errant majority when it imposes unconstitutional decisions upon the dissenting
minority. This was the motive of the Constitutionalists after 1892 and led to the Free Church Case of 1904-
5. Indeed, the Disruption Free Church was born out of imposition, as is made clear by the Claim,
Declaration and Protest of 1842 and the Protest of 1843. As it happened, in the event, the question of what
to do if that case had been lost did not arise. Historically and legally speaking, the identity and rights of the
continuing FCS were, satisfactorily established.

4. Criticism is implied of those Constitutionalists (who later continued the FCS in 1900) regarding what
sort of Church they would have been in if there had been no union in 1900. By the same token it may be
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said that if there had been no Declaratory Act, there would have been no FPCS. This would have resulted
in those who adhered to the FPCS remaining in a Church where there was the open toleration of higher
criticism and hymns and musical instruments, as well as other defections from the Constitutional and
Confessional position of the Church.

5. It has been suggested that the 1900 FCS men could not fulfil their Ordination vows and remain in the
Free Church after the passing of the Declaratory Act. However, it must be noted that the Declaratory Act
was not retrospective legislation, and all office-bearers admitted to office before it was passed remained
under their pre-existing vows. For those admitted after the passing of this ultra vires Act, they could,
according to its terms, seek relief from certain unspecified commitments. However, the Constitutionalists,
when examining such men as were seeking relief under the Act, in terms of their own vows, were not able
to afford the relief that was sought as is it was still their duty, as hitherto, to assert, maintain and defend the
doctrine, worship, government and discipline of the Church. The Questions and Formula remained
unchanged since 1846 and had to be administered by them in such a way that could not take into
consideration the Act or any relief purportedly granted therein. Thus, they were able, and it was their duty,
to fulfil their Ordination vows.

6. In the Court case involving the claims of the minority against the majority of the FCS which went into
the union of 1900, there were three main claims in the minority’s case, something consistently maintained
since 1892:

(1) By entering the Union, the majority had abandoned the Establishment Principle — concerning the formal
responsibility of the state to support the true Christian faith — which was an essential part of the Church’s
identity and constitution;

(2) By passing the Declaratory Act of 1892 the Free Church departed from the doctrine of the Westminster
Confession, which was also essential to the Church’s constitution; and,

(3) By passing the Declaratory Act of 1892 and altering the Church’s Questions and Formula by the Union
of 1900 they made a fundamental alteration in the Church’s relation to the creed and therefore no longer
could carry out the original purposes of the Trust.

In the civil court the minority initially struggled, but eventually succeeded in affirming its right to identity
in civil law as the FCS, as over against the majority which had shifted its position from the original
constitution of the FCS (which itself claimed continuity with the Church of Scotland). It was the view of
the Constitutionalists who were vindicated by the 1904-05 Court case that those who formed the FPCS had
acted prematurely in leaving the FCS in 1893. They remained in it, doggedly fighting for their claim to
being faithful to the original position of the FCS over the majority who was essentially abandoning it. All
along it was their claim that the Declaratory Act was ultra vires and that therefore they were never under it.
It should also be noted that they claimed that the use of the Barrier Act in this instance was ultra vires and
therefore could not legitimise the Declaratory Act. In any case the clear repudiation of the Declaratory Act
and other offensive legislation by protest on the part of the Constitutionalists, and in the continuing FCS
after the case was settled, resulted in the original FCS position and constitution being maintained, and the
Church’s position on purity of worship was reinforced in 1910. However one may read history, it is simply
inaccurate to say, as the Statement does, that the present Free Church of Scotland came into separate
existence in 1900. The majority left to be part of another church body of a different hue. The minority
continued as the Free Church.

7. 1t goes without saying that the post-2000 FCS (not the FCSC) did renege on the position of the post-
1900 FCS to the extent of the changes introduced by its Act on Worship in 2010. This clearly distanced the
post-2000 FCS from both the FCSC and the FPCS in that particular fundamental of the Church’s historic
witness.
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3. With reference to the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

1. The FCSC makes a clear claim to continuity with the Free Church of 1843. It adheres to the same
documents in precisely the same way as the Disruption Church, as codified in Acts of 1846 and 1851.
Before the Union of 1900 by which the majority of the FCS went out of the FCS, the same formal
subscription obtained as from 1846. The legislation of the Declaratory Act in 1892 was presumed to be
covered by protest by those who subsequently formed the FPCS; otherwise, it would be more true of them
than of the 1900 FCS men, that they were under the Declaratory Act, at least for that year up to May 1893,
or until formal establishment of the FPCS as an organised entity.”> If the Declaratory Act of 1892 was
applicable legislation, as the FPCS claim, they should have separated in 1892. The idea of waiting for a
formal opportunity to repeal the Act is a rather weak argument given that, according to their own theory of
Protest, they would have been under the Declaratory Act for that year, and if they were relying on dissent or
protest for that year, they were doing no more than what the Constitutionalists did right through to 1900.

2. The FPCS acknowledges that the FCSC constitutionally was the same as the FCS in 2000. It therefore
maintained the same position constitutionally as the FCS of 1900 and 1843. The FPCS criticisms of the
FCSC have therefore already been addressed, though the FPCS do not comment on the claim of the
reconstitution document that the ‘separated brethren’ of the FCSC observed the constitution “more
faithfully” than the FCS, which acted to libel and suspend the ministers (who subsequently adhered to the
FCSC) on what were considered to be specious and unconstitutional grounds. There is no indication on the
part of the FPCS that they grasp all that was involved in the division. It was not a secession on the part of
the FCSC.

3. The FPCS seem content, specifically, to refer to the FCSC’s adherence to a ‘right of continued protest’
principle, which they characterize as allowing “parties to defy decisions of the supreme court indefinitely
without danger of discipline.” This characterisation is incorrect, as is made clear in Act IX 1851 Act &
Declaration anent the Publication of the Subordinate Standards, and of other Authoritative Documents of
this Church. This Act makes it plain that it is only matters of constitutional importance that are involved in
continued protest. It states, inter alia, “The abuses to which we refer regarded matters of vital import, such
as the toleration of heresy and immorality; the tyrannical exercise of Church power over brethren, with the
unjust denial of the right of protest for the exoneration of individual consciences but the Church itself from
which they seceded, was found willing — though always, blessed be God! with a protesting minority in her

courts”.?

The statement that the ‘right of continued protest” was ‘adopted’ by the FCSC is therefore
incorrect; it was inherited. However, the matter of ‘protest’ — invariably considered to be ‘continuing’ in
the nature of the case — is simply a form of dissent. Historically it has been considered a strong dissent with
constitutional implications, though it has to be said that forms of dissent are not explicitly defined in Church
law. There are various dissents — simple, with reasons, protests and memorials — which have frequently
been tabled and recorded in ecclesiastical matters. In the case of protests, formal written protests were
frequently tabled in the late 19th century Free Church, on the understanding that those adhering to the
protests strongly dissented from decisions of Church courts and would only resile from the protest when the
matter protested against was satisfactorily addressed. That was the case in the matter of the union issue in
the 1860s and the latter issues of hymns and the Declaratory legislation, and later discussions on union
between the Free Church of Scotland (FCS) and the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland (UPCS) in the
1890s. This was all very common in the FCS and did not involve the protesters either (1) in leaving the
denomination, unless they wished to secede; or, (2) in being open to disciplinary action simply for
protesting, and continuing to do so. It appears that the FPCS view of Protest is clearly at odds with Free
Church history.

4. No office-bearer is entitled to defy decisions made by the Supreme Court of the Church, except when
such decisions would cause the office-bearer to sin or to break his Ordination vow. Further, judicial
decisions of the Courts in disciplinary cases must be respected. In the pre-2000 situation men sought
transparency in disciplinary matters involving a prominent minister of the church. The Practice, 4th Edition
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revised 1886 ChV, Part 111, 2.10 (cf 8th Edition 1995 ChV, Part IV 2.8) states: “It has been established by
long practice that no judicial process of a serious kind can be carried out against a minister or Probationer,
except by the use of what is called a Libel.” However, in the case of the minister to which reference has
been made, no Libel was ever received, adjudged relevant or served by a Court of the Church. Thus, it is
clear that no judicial process was ever carried out. At the same time, other Members and Office-bearers
were publicly accused of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice, which laid an obligation on all Office-
bearers in terms of the 9th Commandment to establish the innocence of the innocent and the guilt of the
guilty. This would have involved a proper investigation of the issues — something which the majority
refused to do and which left the minority with an obligation to continue protesting.

4. In relation to the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland

Neither the fact of the separation of the men who formed the FPCS in 1893, nor their consciences or
conscientiousness in that regard, are questioned. They acted according to their light and convictions. That
itself has never been an issue with the FCS (or FCSC). There was a difference of opinion — different
reactions to serious issues they were trying to oppose and rectify. It is therefore unfair and emotive for the
FPCS to maintain that “The Free Church Constitutionalists regarded the step taken by the Free
Presbyterians in 1893 as a blunder.” Prima facie it did seem “schismatic”, though such a ‘stigma’ was and
is not helpful. At any rate they were at the very least ‘Separatists’. The Constitutionalists would have liked
the support of the Free Presbyterians, as the Free Presbyterians no doubt would have liked the support of the
Free Church Constitutionalists. The matter of adherence to the subordinate standards was explained by the
post-1900 FCS simply as a matter of fact. Thus, the Act of 1846 governing the Questions and Formula was
not altered in 1892 nor subsequently, up to the union of 1900. There was no innuendo intended vis-a-vis
the FPCS brethren. It quite simply was not a comment on their actions, but simply a statement of fact. Of
course, it was uncomfortable that an ambiguity was introduced into that whole question (without changing
the original Questions & Formula), especially after 1894. But the Constitutionalists were trying to save the
historical identity of the FCS to which they had been committed, by valiantly attempting to resist formal
changes in that area of confessional subscription. Thus, they remained where they were and, thus, they
argued successfully in the law courts as alluded to above.

The tragedy here is that once the matter of the status of the subordinate standards was re-established post-
1900, and the matters of purity of worship reasserted and restored, the FPCS did not enter into discussions
with the FCS (post-1905 at least) to see if differences might be ironed out, fellowship re-established and
even union contemplated. That, really, was a scriptural duty, and it does not reflect well on the FPCS that
they resisted such a thing. One is bound to say that it has patently not been in the interests of the Reformed
faith and practice that congregations of the FPCS and FCS were subsequently to be found in many, if not
most, rural communities in the Highlands. It might be said that this has been a hindrance to a united front
on Reformed doctrine and practice which has always been desirable and which seems, in the light of our
present situation, to be supremely sensible as well as desirable.

5. Doctrinal Differences and Differences in Practice

There are many things in the doctrinal statement — Section Il of the Statement of Differences — which
provide an admirable summary of the Reformed faith and practice. Section Ill of the Statement covers
‘Differences in Practice’. Again, there are many issues raised in Section III which commend themselves as
fair and sensible to Bible believers, though not all will agree with every point made. At this point we desist
from specific comments on this part of the ‘Statement’, except to say, in general, that care requires to be
exercised whenever a Church makes formal statements and declarations about practice, to ensure that they
are justifiable from Scripture and the Standards of the Church.

6. A Challenge
Whatever the FPCS believes genuinely to be serious deficiencies in other Scottish Presbyterian
denominations, we are bound to encourage them to give serious thought and expression to what they have
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in common with other denominations, not least with those who are constitutionally close to them,
recognising that such bodies can learn from one another, under the guidance of the Word of God.

It is good both to recognise other true Christians and have a concern to share and even co-operate with them
in the promotion of the true gospel and maintenance of the historic Reformed faith and practice, which is
frankly weakened by fragmentation among conservative churches. We would therefore encourage the
FPCS to be open at the very least to some discussions and fellowship with the FCSC, to seek to establish
better relations and even co-operation in areas in which we have a large measure of agreement on
constitutional and doctrinal matters and practices.

1 K. R Ross, Church and State, 47. On the detail of the Law Case see The Free Church of Scotland Appeals (Edited by
Robert Low Orr), Edinburgh, 1904. This is the ‘Authorised Report’ of the Case. For a summary of the Appellants’
case see pages 88 and 89 of the Report.

2 Deed of Separation, signed 14" August, 1893. (See the History of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland 1893-
1970, p. 358.)

% The Catechism on the Principles and Constitution of the Free Church of Scotland published by authority of the
Publications Committee of the General Assembly in December 1845, and subsequently endorsed by the General
Assembly itself in 1847, states:

Q. 205 How did the evangelical and true Presbyterian minority act, when the dominant party thus enforced lay
patronage in its most obnoxious forms?

Ans. They maintained the attitude of a protesting body within the Establishment.
Q. 206 Why did they not leave the Establishment?

Ans. Because they considered they had grounds to stand upon constitutional principles and statutory conditions,
which could not be altered by the actings of a corrupt majority of its office-bearers.
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1.
REPORT

OF THE
COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS

1. Introduction

We are living in a day wherein sadly, the vast majority of homes in Britain no longer possess a copy of the
Bible, and sadly, where they do, in many instances, the Holy Scriptures remain a closed and neglected
book. This absence of true spiritual ‘salt and light’, that both preserves and illuminates society, has now
created a vacuum where many false religions — including wokeism, the new religion of the West — thrives.

We are reminded, however, that there is no new thing under the sun (Ecc. 1:9). From Satan’s early
pronouncement, Yea, hath God said (Gen. 3:1), to ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ (Jude 4), right down to the
godlessness of our present day, we as believers must by God’s grace ‘gird up the loins of [our] minds’ with
spiritual truth to combat the enemy’s onslaught.

Towards that end, the Publications Committee are committed to the remit and responsibilities that have
been laid upon them by the General Assembly, to both publish and promote sound biblical literature and
information, whether through magazines, books and booklets, website, the circumspect use of social media
platforms, the Spring Conference, etc.

In line with the pattern followed in previous years there follows a brief report on the various activities
which the Committee have been engaged in during the past year.

2. Magazines

2.1 Editors

The Committee are grateful to Rev. David M. Blunt, editor, and to Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland
and Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, assistant editors of the Free Church Witness, for their diligent labours in
preparing edifying and stimulating material for the readership each month. Having been appointed in 2017
their initial four-year term has now come to an end.

The Committee are recommending to the Assembly that Rev. David M. Blunt be reappointed as editor of
the Free Church Witness for a further four-year term. The Committee, having inquired of Rev. James
Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod as to their willingness to continue in their
current role as assistant editors, and having been assured that they are, have reappointed them for a further
four-year term.

The Committee are grateful to Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, editor of The Explorer, who intimated to the
Committee last year that he would be standing down in May 2021, having completed his second four-year
term, for his faithful labours.

Mr Macleod has been able to introduce the new editor of The Explorer, Rev. Thomas I. Budgen, to the
work, and the Committee extends its best wishes to Mr Budgen as he commences his duties.

2.2 Production

The Committee are indebted to Donald Smith Graphic Design (Aberdeen), and HelloPrint (London) for
their professional work in executing the graphic design and printing of the magazines and having an
excellent working relationship with the editors.
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The Committee are thankful to all those who contribute articles to the magazine, thereby reducing the work
of the editors and contributing to collegiality, which is important to both magazines.

The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzles Page in The
Explorer magazine, and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month.

The Committee editors depend greatly on the work of the proof-readers each month, and the Committee
wish to extend their thanks to the current proof-readers of the magazines: (Witness) Mr Maurice Grant, Rev.
Raymond Kemp, Mr Ewan Wilson, Mrs Marion Macleod (Knightswood); (Explorer) Mr Maurice Grant,
Mrs Sandra Versteeg (Arran), Miss Sandra Mackay (Partick). They also thank Mrs Flora Roberts for her
work as proof-reader of both magazines, and are grateful for the same work done over many years by the
late Rev. John MacLeod.

The Committee wish to record their thanks to Mr Derek W. MacLean, who reads the Church magazines to
tape for the visually impaired, and they commend this valuable work to the prayers of the Lord’s people.

2.3 Circulation

The continuous year-on-year decline in the circulation figures for the Free Church Witness/Explorer and the
resultant fall in magazine income meant that the Committee reluctantly had to introduce a 25% price
increase effective from 1 January 2021, the last increase having been in 2012. There has been a drop in
copies ordered in 2021 compared to the previous year in all categories: FC(C) Congregational-bulk (57),
UK Subscribers (5), Overseas (10), and Retail Trade (12). This can be attributed to the combination of year
-on-year decline in the numbers of members and adherents in our UK Congregations, coupled with the price
increase. The attempt to move into the retail market has not been successful, due to a number of Christian
booksellers having recently ceased trading or not being open to the public due to Covid-19.

The Committee have written to Kirk Sessions in order to establish: (a) the number of households in their
Congregation; (b) the number of magazine subscriptions taken out by the Congregation; (c) whether these
subscriptions are paid for by individuals or the Congregation.

Current restrictions have reduced the opportunities for evangelistic outreach during the past year, resulting
in the stock of the Good News magazine not being fully distributed. The Committee, in consultation with
the Home Mission Worker, intend that a new issue of the Good News magazine is to be made available
before the end of 2021. The Committee are once again thankful for the continued support of the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee and local Congregations in the purchase and distribution of this magazine for
evangelistic purposes.

2.4 Witness Content Review

The Committee are proposing to issue an inquiry to readers or Kirk Sessions to gather feedback so as to
assess the most widely appreciated items of content in the Free Church Witness, so that a review of the
Assembly’s Editorial Policy for the magazine can be advanced. The existing Assembly policy is as follows:

Act XVIII 2017 — Act anent Revised Policy for Denominational Magazine outlines the current legislation
as follows:

The material in the magazine and its supplement shall be fully consistent with the doctrine, worship,
discipline and government of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

The magazine will contain a balance of theological, devotional, historical, ethical, practical and
missionary articles. There shall also be comment on current affairs in Church and state, book reviews,
Church news, occasional Gaelic articles and financial information. There shall be no letters section in
the magazine.
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2.5 Subscriptions & Distribution

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Elizabeth Nicholson (Snizort) for the efficient way in which she carries
out her work as Subscriptions Secretary and the contact she maintains with readers of the magazines. The
Committee are also thankful to Katrina MacKay (Ayr) for her willingness to take on the role of Magazine
Distributor, and are encouraged that she is mastering the demands of this role with the deadlines involved.

The Committee would like to express its gratitude to Mr Donald A. Robertson, who kindly stood in as
interim Magazine Distributor for the months of September and October 2020.

3. Publications

3.1 Booklets

Finding Out About Series

The Finding Out About series was launched in 2010 and is intended to provide instruction for our people on
various important theological, doctrinal and practical issues. The initial five booklets are available for
purchase on the denominational website.

At the time of writing the Committee are reviewing the draft text of ‘Eldership’ by Rev. John W. Keddie,
‘Church Membership’ by Rev. William Macleod, and ‘Marriage’ by Rev. Graeme Craig. ‘Funerals’ by
Rev. James |. Gracie is awaiting the further consideration of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee. It is hoped that the assigned authors will shortly commence work on the draft scripts of
‘Scripture/The Bible’; ‘“The Sabbath/Lord’s Day’; ‘God’s Covenant’.

The Five Points of Calvinism Rev. John W. Keddie 2010
The Lord’s Supper Rev. John Morrison 2011
Baptism Rev. John Macleod 2015
Worship Rev. James Clark 2015
Presbyterianism Rev. David M. Blunt 2017
Eldership Rev. John W. Keddie

Church Membership Rev. William Macleod

Marriage Rev. Graeme Craig

Funerals Rev. James I. Gracie

Scripture - The Bible Rev. John Morrison

The Sabbath/Lord’s Day Rev. Jonathan Mattull

God’s Covenant T.B.C.

The Committee thank the authors who are preparing new booklets for publication and would encourage all
ministers to promote all the booklets within their Congregations.

3.2 Books

History of the Division of 2000

The Committee are pleased to report that Rev. James Gracie and Mr Lindsay MacCallum have now
completed, in draft format, the manuscript on The History of the Division of 2000. This fulfills the remit of
the General Assembly of 2008 to the Committee, “to take the necessary action to have a draft manuscript
prepared in popular format recounting the events leading up to and following the division of 2000.” The
manuscript comprises a total of twenty-seven chapters and three proof-readers are currently engaged in
proofreading the text. The intention is that thereafter, as a precaution, the manuscript will be passed to the
Legal Advice & Property Committee that they may seek advice from the Law Agent before proceeding to
publication.

Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland
Work on the project that would enable the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) to have the capability to
readily provide, in both digitised and on-demand printed format, copies of the Subordinate Standards and
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Authoritative Documents of the Church under the Church’s own imprimatur is well under way. The Sub-
committee, tasked with the remit, confirm that the main documents have now been digitised, with the text
now needing to be proofread.

Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C)

Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Raymond Kemp are progressing with the text and reviewing the appropriate
content to include within this document on the Church’s principles, beliefs and practice. The plan is that
the publication date will be determined by, and run parallel with, the completion of the twelve booklets in
the Finding Out About series, to facilitate cross-referencing of topics.

The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal

With the draft document having now been passed over to the Publications Committee for the purpose of
publication, but with the original remit being retained by the Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee, the Committee are encouraged to report that they are in contact with the Protestant Truth
Society, which has shown interest in the document. Helpful suggestions from the Society for improving the
presentation of the document, such as the inclusion of an executive summary and the use of footnotes and/or
endnotes, are currently being worked on.

Echoes of Grace — the late Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier

The Committee are pleased to announce that they were able to acquire, at a considerable discount, the
remaining stock of nineteen copies of the above book from Tentmaker Publications, who have just ceased
trading.

3.3 Storage, Distribution & E-commerce Retail Sale of FC(C) Books

The Committee are currently seeking to identify someone who will be responsible for overseeing and
administering the storage, distribution and e-commerce retail of the Committee’s stock of FC(C)
publications.

3.4 Self-Publishing

Denominational Emblem/Logo

In consideration of the Committee’s desire that our denomination has its own official emblem or logo, and
the request of the General Assembly of 2020 that “the Committee pursue this matter and endeavour to bring
suitable design proposals for the consideration of the 2021 General Assembly”, the Committee circulated to
Kirk Sessions a number of designs which might provide the basis for a denominational emblem, including
the burning bush emblem on the cover of the Witness magazine, the historic burning bush emblem, and the
burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads, requesting that Sessions indicate which of these
options they prefer or suggest further alternatives as soon as possible.

Imprint

In consideration of the Committee’s desire that our denomination has its own official imprint, and the
request of the General Assembly of 2020 that “the Committee bring suggested names for the consideration
of the 2021 General Assembly”, the Committee circulated to Kirk Sessions their preferred title of George
Wishart Press, with the alternatives of Disruption Press and Patrick Hamilton Press, requesting that
Sessions indicate which of these three options they prefer or to suggest further alternatives.

4. Website & Social Media

4.1 Website

The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Editorial Overseer; Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Website Digital
Content Editor; and Rev. Bert Pohl, Technical Overseer who continues to maintain a keen interest in the
working of the site to realise its full potential.

The Committee thank all those who continue to provide written and audio materials for the website. When
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the new website becomes fully operational, with the recognition of the need for regular and fresh content,
the Committee urges Ministers, Interim Moderators, Presbytery Clerks, Standing Committee Conveners and
other contributors to forward to the Website Digital Content Editor material in a form suitable for a wider
audience and which is ready for uploading.

4.2 Working Party — New Website Construction

The Committee can confirm that work on the new website is now nearing its final stage of completion. An
overrun on the initial planned delivery date was caused by migration issues arising from the transference of
data from the old website. This resulted in turning the project from a simple design and development
endeavour, into a time-consuming process of data formatting and entry.

Based on the Committee’s feedback, Mr Sam Gerdt has made various design changes, with most of the
intricate functionality of the website having been implemented and tested. He will also be providing some
WordPress training sessions to those who will manage the site.

The Committee are especially thankful to Mr Gerdt for his professional expertise and the conscientious
application of his talents towards the construction of our denominational website. They also thank Rev.
Greg MacDonald, Rev. David M. Blunt and Mr Christopher Reeder for their liaison with Mr Gerdt
throughout the project.

4.3 Social Media
The Church’s Facebook page currently has 1,316 followers, compared with 1,224 (2020). The Church’s
Twitter account currently has 797 followers compared with 809 (2020).

When material is uploaded onto the Church’s website, Facebook and Twitter highlight this material and are
effective vehicles for increasing website traffic.

The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital
Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform)
for the day-to-day running and maintenance of these platforms.

5. Spring Conference

It was with much regret that the Committee decided earlier this year to cancel the annual Spring Conference
for the second successive year, due to Covid-19 restrictions. It is planned (D.V.) to hold the Conference
next year, on the subject of ‘Revival’, with Rev. Maurice J. Roberts (Retired) to speak on The Principles
and Necessity of Revival and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) on Twentieth Century Revivals in the
Western Isles. The Committee would encourage all ministers to promote attendance at the Conference
amongst their local Congregations.

6. Publications Committee — Presbytery U.S.A.

The Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the United States give thanks for the prayers and
encouragement of the denomination. They continue to produce their periodical, The Master’s Trumpet, On a
quarterly basis. In an effort to encourage Psalm-singing, in 2019 they produced a digital album, Grave
Sweet Melody, which consists of sixteen selections from the 1650 Scottish Metrical Psalter. Additionally,
they are currently working on a recording of a reading of the Psalter in an effort to promote memorisation of
the metrical Psalms.

Among their larger projects, the Committee are in the midst of producing a new Greek New Testament
Reader Edition, which will be a printing of the Received Text with footnotes to assist students and readers
in translating the text. They are also making progress on a new version of the 1650 Scottish Metrical
Psalter with notes from John Brown and selections from David Dickson’s notes on the Psalms. The
Committee maintain a website through their publishing arm, The Grange Press Trust, at
WWW.grangepress.com.
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The Committee request prayer for these efforts, particularly requesting that the Lord would continue to
provide volunteers and finances for these projects. Without the Lord’s provision and blessing all will be in
vain.

7. Annals of The Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000.

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions there has been no opportunity recently for a meeting between
representatives of both the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and the Free Church of Scotland.
However, it is hoped that a meeting can be arranged for later on this year. Similar restrictions prevented
access to the returns from the 1921 Census, which would have been expected to have been released by the
National Records of Scotland at this time. These returns should provide further significant information on
the early post-1900 ministers and their families to enable Mr Maurice Grant to update the database.

The Committee have decided to dissolve their Sub-committee on the Annals of the Free Church of
Scotland, with the intention that Rev. David S. Fraser, with Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, be added to the
membership of the Working Group on the Annals, alongside Mr Maurice Grant.

8. Media Officer

It was with much sadness that the Committee learnt of the sudden death of Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat last
December. Along with the many additional duties he carried out on behalf of the Church, he served as
Press Officer from 2000 to 2016, and subsequently as Media Officer. His professional dedication and his
mature years of knowledge and experience will be sorely missed. The Committee express their sincere
condolences to his widow and family at this time.

Following Mr MacLeod’s passing the Committee were very grateful to Rev. Murdo A.N Macleod for
stepping in as Acting Media Officer; Mr Macleod previously acted as the Church’s Gaelic Media &
Communications Officer.

The Committee are recommending to the General Assembly the appointment of Rev. Murdo A.N Macleod
to the role of Media Officer.

JOHN N. GILLIES, Convener
DAVIDE RATTI, Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Publications and thank the
Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk;

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for their work as
Editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively. They note that Mr Macleod is
now relinquishing the editorship of The Explorer and express their deep gratitude to him for his
lengthy service in this role;

2.2 The General Assembly reappoint Rev. David M. Blunt as editor of the Free Church Witness
magazine for a further period of four years;

2.3  The General Assembly welcome Rev. Thomas I. Budgen as the new editor of The Explorer
magazine for a period of four years;

2.4  The General Assembly note that Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Alasdair J.
Macleod have been approved by the Committee as assistant editors for a further four years and have
indicated their willingness in principle to serve in this capacity;
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The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on
the design and layout of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s magazines;

The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for
The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work;

The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean, who reads the Church magazines to tape for
the visually impaired, and they commend this work to the prayers of the Lord’s people;

The General Assembly note the continued drop in subscribers of the Witness/Explorer magazines
and encourage the Committee to persevere in implementing a strategy to increase the circulation of
the denominational magazine and report thereanent to the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note that, despite Covid-19 restrictions curtailing outreach opportunities to
distribute the last issue of the Good News magazine the Committee hope to print a new issue before
the end of 2021. They thank all those who contributed articles, the Home & Foreign Missions
Committee, and Congregations that support this work, and pray that it would be used for the
furtherance and extension of Christ’s kingdom in our land;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s intention to assess the most widely appreciated items
of content to be carried in the Free Church Witness magazine, so that a review of the Assembly’s
Editorial Policy for the Witness can be advanced. They approve the Committee’s proposal to issue
an inquiry to readers or Kirk Sessions to gather feedback;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work since taking over the role
of Subscription Secretary in September 2020;

The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work since taking over the role
of Magazine Distributor in November 2020, and Mr Donald Robertson who acted as interim
Magazine Distributor for September and October 2020;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s ongoing efforts to expand the current range of booklets
available in the Finding Out About series, and urge them to press ahead with the finalisation of the
current titles at various levels of completion and make them available on the denominational website
both in booklet and in pdf format for downloading. They thank the authors involved in the
preparation of these booklets for publication;

The General Assembly note that the task of preparing the draft manuscript on the History of the
Division of 2000 has now been completed, and encourage the proof-readers as they undertake their
work on this project;

The General Assembly note that the Sub-committee has made considerable progress in digitising the
Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland and encourage
them as they commence the exacting task of proofreading the underlying texts;

The General Assembly note the ongoing progress being made in the preparation of a handbook on
the Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C);

The General Assembly note that the Committee is in contact with the Protestant Truth Society who



2021] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 91

have shown interest in the document The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal. They
encourage the Committee in its ongoing communication and collaboration with the Society to
advance the progress of this document for publication;

3.6 The General Assembly note with thankfulness that the Committee were able to acquire the
remaining available copies of Echoes of Grace by the late Rev. Hugh M. Ferrier, which is now out of
print;

3.7  The General Assembly note the Committee’s efforts to identify someone who will take on the
responsibility of overseeing and attending to the administrative functions related to the Committee’s
stock of FC(C) publications;

3.8 The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable design for a
denominational emblem or logo to serve for the Church’s use, and encourage the Committee in their
work towards this end and pray that the Lord will give them guidance as they bring forward their
proposals to the next General Assembly;

3.9  The General Assembly note the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable publishing imprint to
serve for the Church’s use on its own official publications, and encourage the Committee in their
work towards this end and pray that the Lord will give them guidance as they bring forward their
proposals to the next General Assembly;

4.1  The General Assembly thank those who presently operate the Church website, especially Rev. Bert
Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial Overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan
as Website Digital Content Editor;

4.2  The General Assembly thank all those who continue to provide written and audio material content
for uploading to the denominational website. They recognise that the Digital Content Editor is not
responsible for either sourcing or rewriting content material for the website, and urge Ministers,
Interim Moderators, Presbytery Clerks, Standing Committee Conveners and other contributors to
submit material in a form suitable for a wider audience and which is ready to be uploaded to the
website;

4.3  The General Assembly note with satisfaction that the work in rebuilding the FC(C) denominational
website is now nearing completion. They thank Mr Gerdt for his professional expertise and
diligence in this field and his liaison with the Website Working Party. They also thank Rev. Greg
MacDonald, Rev. David M Blunt and Mr Christopher Reeder and all the members of the Working
Party. They encourage the Committee in their ongoing oversight of the project and note that any
necessary training will be given to those with the responsibility of managing the website;

4.4  The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s Facebook page and Twitter account are
maintaining their following. They thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W.
MacLean, Digital Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content
Editor (Twitter platform), for the day-to-day running and maintenance of these platforms and pray
that the dissemination of Scripture through these social media platforms may be a blessing to many
and promote the cause of Christ;

5. The General Assembly regretfully note that the 2021 Spring Conference had to be cancelled as a
result of Covid-19 and look forward to the Conference resuming in 2022. They urge ministers to
promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend;

6. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the several projects currently being undertaken by the
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Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the USA. They commend this work to the prayers
of the Lord’s people and pray that volunteers and finances will be forthcoming to assist in the
furtherance of these projects;

The General Assembly note that due to Covid-19 restrictions it was not possible for talks to take
place with representatives of the Free Church in regard to the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland,
but express the hope that a meeting can be arranged later in 2021;

The General Assembly note with sadness the passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat and pray that
the Lord will raise up others to continue in this work. They thank Rev. Murdo A.N Macleod for
stepping in as acting Media Officer and approve the Committee’s recommendation by appointing
him to the role of Media Officer for the Church.
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V.
REPORT

OF THE
WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE

1. Introduction

It goes without saying that this has been a difficult year for the work of the Church. ‘Lockdowns’ have
affected the greater part of the 2020-21 Session. During this period of pandemic, Bible Classes and Sabbath
Schools have largely met by Zoom, or some other online platform. This has made the work additionally
challenging. We must, however, be thankful to the Lord for the parents and congregational Bible Class and
Sabbath School teachers who have been committed to the teaching of the youth in the precious truths of the
Scriptures which have been given by inspiration of God. Paul told of Timothy, that “from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures” (2 Tim 3:15). Clearly, Timothy had been well taught in the things of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Timothy became a great instrument in the hands of God. Our desire must be that our own
covenant youth may likewise become instruments in the Master’s use. If we would have a rising generation
who will be such instruments in the hands of the Lord, then we must ensure that they are well taught in the
Scriptures, and that such teaching might be accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit. These necessities
for the health and welfare of the Church in society must be a heart-concern for parents and all exercised
people in our Congregations. May the Lord work grace in the hearts and lives of our children and youth,
that they might in due time be such instruments in the hands of the Saviour. These concerns are in many
respects the raison d’etre of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee. It is to be hoped that this
Report will give evidence of such an overarching concern for the real and eternal welfare of youth.

2. Sabbath School Syllabus

The updated Sabbath School Workbooks offer excellent material for Sabbath Schools. The infant (Grade
One) material is on a three-year cycle, with the other grades on a four-year cycle. The use of the Church’s
materials for the instruction of our youth in Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools is heartily commended to
our Congregations.

The passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat has left a real gap in the work of the Church, in many areas of
its activities. Not least is this the case for the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee, who have been
indebted to him for the printing of the Workbooks and Teachers’ Notes for the three levels covered, Infant,
Junior and Bible Class. The Committee convey their condolences to Mrs MacLeod and the whole MacLeod
family in their sad loss.

3. Sabbath School Exams

In a difficult year due to the Covid restrictions, all parents, Sabbath School teachers and scholars who were
able to continue the work of Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools for the 2020-21 Session are warmly
commended for their diligence. Despite the restrictions, it was decided that the annual examinations should
go ahead, and these were held on 27 March. The response was encouraging to the Committee. The exams
attracted 24 entrants in all. Of these, 12 (14 in 2019) were from Grade 2 (Junior), and 12 (11 in 2019) from
the Bible Class Grade. The Bible Class winner was Susanna Jean MacDonald (Stornoway), and the Grade
2 prize winner was Lois Brooks (Duthil-Dores). A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.

The Committee commend those who entered the exam and congratulate the prize winners. The winners
receive a plaque and a book. This year the Committee decided to award books to all the children who
completed the Workbooks for the Session. The Committee are grateful to those who give of their time to
prepare, print and distribute the examination papers, and those that mark them.



94 REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2021

4. Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize

This Memorial Prize involves the memorising of Scripture portions and books of the Bible (depending on
the Grades) by young people in the Church. This year, 14 children took part from 4 Congregations (see
Appendix). This compared with 6 Congregations in the previous year. Participants receive a book token to
the value of £10.

5. Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme
This year there were 16 entrants for the Catechism Diploma (in 2020 all 14 entrants were from the USA).
One entrant recited the entire Catechism in one sitting.

As with the Maurine Murchison Award, the Committee would encourage Kirk Sessions, Sabbath Schools
and parents to seek ways in which they can promote this worthwhile scheme among the youth of the
Church. Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound Bible.

6. Camps 2021

Due to continued uncertainty over Covid-19 restrictions, there will be no Summer Camp this year. The
Committee have agreed to investigate the possibility of camps in October instead. Plans are tentatively
being made, and it is expected that a decision will be taken at the June Committee meeting as to whether
such a venture is viable. The families of past campers have been contacted directly to inform them of this.
It is hoped that what is offered will complement the Youth Conference in Ratagan. Lord willing, summer
camps will return to the established pattern and format in the summer of 2022.

7. Youth Conference 2021

The Committee have planned to organize a residential Youth Conference for young people aged 16-25, at
Ratagan Youth Hostel, Glenshiel, from 15 to 18 October 2021, Lord willing. The intended speaker is Rev.
Alasdair Macleod (Knock & Point), and the subject, “What is truth?’ The plan remains somewhat tentative,
due to the uncertainty of the present situation and potential restrictions due to coronavirus. The principal
advantages of the Ratagan Hostel are: (1) its size (it sleeps 37) — this provides an ambitious but not
unrealistic target for recruitment; (2) the cost, which is affordable; and (3) the location, which is equally
convenient for the Western Isles, Isle of Skye, Inverness and Glasgow, while being near one of our
Congregations, Lochalsh & Strath. It is also in a very beautiful part of Scotland. It is hoped that, with the
Lord’s blessing, the planned conference may have good support and may become a regular annual event.

8. Education

The Committee have continued to provide modest grants to Christian home-schoolers and Christian
schools. To further encourage Christian Education, as previously reported, the Committee have prepared a
report on Christian Education Resources which will be placed on the Church’s web-site for general public
access.

9. Clerk
The Committee wish to record their thanks to their Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, for all her valuable work
on behalf of the Committee.

JOHN W KEDDIE, Convener
ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD, Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;
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10.

11.

The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks;

The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the Sabbath Schools
throughout the Church;

The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and marking the
annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;

The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate those who
participated this year;

The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and encourage Kirk
Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote it; the General Assembly
congratulate those who successfully participated in the Diploma Scheme this year;

The General Assembly note that options for an October camp are being explored and commend the
camp coordinator and leaders to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly encourage the Committee to establish a dedicated fund to support Christian
Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;

The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian Education, whether Christian Schools
or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly approve a Youth Conference planned to be held annually, and commend such
an initiative to the prayerful support of the wider Church.
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APPENDIX

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations 2020-2021

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:

Bible Class Grade

13 took part in the examination (previous year — 11)

Prizewinner: Susanna Jean MacDonald
Ayr Sarah Craig
Cross
Duthil-Dores

Thomas Keddie
Stornoway

Sabbath School Grade 2

Lydia MacDonald, Susanna Jean MacDonald, John MacDonald

11 took part in the examination (previous year — 14)

Hannah Keddie, Katie Bell, Joanna Brooks

Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald

Chirsty-Bella Morrison

Coinneach Maclnnes

Abigail Keddie

Catherine Maclnnes

Marybeth MacDonald

Seumas Maclnnes

Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald,
Marybeth MacDonald

Elizabeth Maclnnes

Prizewinner: Lois Brooks, Duthil-Dores
Cross Owen MacDonald, Kenny Macleod
Duthil-Dores
Stornoway
Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize
Grade 1 Scalpay
Lochalsh & Strath
Grade 2 Duthil-Dores
Lochalsh & Strath
Grade 3 Stornoway
Lochalsh & Strath
Grade 4 Stornoway
Lochalsh & Strath
Grade 5 Duthil-Dores

Lochalsh & Strath

14 took part in the examination (previous year — 6)

Catechism Diploma

Gold Bonus: 1-107 Duthil-Dores

Gold: 82-107 Greeneville, USA
Ayr

Silver: 39-81 Greeneville, USA

Bronze: 1-38 Greeneville, USA

North Carolina, USA
Stornoway

Callum Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie
Sandy lain Maclnnes, Mina Maclnnes

Elizabeth Keddie

Daniel Vernon, Lily Matarazzo

Lily Craig, Thomas William Craig, Sarah Grace
Josiah Vernon, Lily Matarazzo

Kolby Setzer, Luther Matarazzo, Philip Reeder,
Matarazzo, Andrew Pike

Eliana Uselding

Peter MacDonald, George Kenneth MacDonald

16 took part in the examination (previous year — 14, all USA)

[2021

Annie MacDonald, Murray MacDonald, Felicity MacLeod, Heidi MacLeod,
Lewis Fraser, Jonathan Brooks, Callum Arie Morrison, Elizabeth Keddie,

Calvin Nicolson, Annabell Nicolson, Anna Marie Morrison, Lois Brooks,

Craig

Lily
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V.
REPORT

OF THE
FINANCE & SUSTENTATION COMMITTEE

1. Introduction

Due to the late date of the 2020 General Assembly, the period covered by this Report is shorter than normal.
The Committee have not been idle, however, and they have sought, in the midst of much change and
uncertainty arising from the Coronavirus pandemic, to fulfil their remit. It behoves us at the outset to
acknowledge, once more, the Lord’s continued faithfulness. In the midst of great changes His steadfast
loving-kindness remains the rock upon which we build.

2. Income

Total income for 2020 was £822,199, a decrease of £183,293 (18.2%) compared to 2019. This decrease is
largely due to the recognition of the Tain property with a value of £90,000 and a legacy of £31,837 in 2019.
Congregational Remittances (including Gift Aid) totalled £684,621. Despite the budget for 2020 projecting
a deficit of £106,330, we are thankful to the Lord that there was a surplus for the year of £25,048 (£64,248
in 2019). The surplus this year was due to a result of substantial savings realised because of COVID-19
restrictions in respect to the General Assembly, the Youth Camps and both national and international travel.
The surplus in 2019 was entirely down to the receipt of a legacy of £31,837 for missions work and the
realisation of the formal transfer (at a market value of £90,000) of the Tain property to the General Trustees.

No legacies were received in 2020. The Committee would draw the attention of the Church to the leaflet,
Remembering the Church in your Will, which should be made available in each Congregation.

Total Gift Aid tax reclaimed and credited centrally was £143,269, an increase of £6,949 compared to 2019.
It should be noted that this represents 21% of all Congregational Remittances; an additional £18,767 was
reclaimed in the year via Gift Aid but was returned to local Congregations. It is important to maximise the
claim made under Gift Aid, and the Committee would encourage the Church to promote this within each
Congregation. The Committee are grateful to Congregational Treasurers for recording and submitting the
necessary information to claim Gift Aid and the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.

Total Central Building Fund income was £63,782 (2019: £151,769); this figure comprises Mortgage and
Loan repayment and deposit income of £59,732 (2019: £144,699), and net Central Building Fund
remittances of £4,050 (2019: £7,070) (a decrease of 43% from 2019). The 2019 figures included a deposit
of £85,100 in respect of the Brora manse. During the year seven (2019: five) Congregations benefited from
grants, totalling £29,721 (2019: £40,000), that were paid out of the Central Building Fund. The current
balance in the Central Building Fund is £7,405 (2019: £17,943).

3. Expenditure

Total expenditure for 2020 was £797,151 — a decrease of £144,093 (15.3%). Payroll costs were £598,537,
an increase of £14,024 (2.3%) compared to 2019. Payroll costs represent 88% of Congregational
remittances.

4. Net Assets

At the end of 2020, the total net assets of the denomination amounted to £1,154,753, an increase of £25,048
(2.2%) since 2019. This figure is comprised of cash funds of £356,776; net fixed assets of £700,578; stock
of £1,401; loans due of £247,043; Gift Aid due of £76,039; other debtors of £739; less property mortgage
loans repayable to Stewardship of £219,262 and net current liabilities of £8,561. Restricted Funds amount
to £94,201 (£112,679 in 2019).
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5. Budgetary Planning

The Committee are grateful to Clerks and Conveners of Standing and Special Committees of Assembly for
their timely submissions of their 2022 Draft Budgets. The Committee, having approved all the Draft
Budgets, noted the projected deficit of £51,643 and recommend that the 2022 Draft Budget be noted and
approved by the General Assembly. As is customary, there will be an opportunity at the General Assembly
for Conveners of Standing and Special Committees to be questioned regarding specific details of their
respective Committee Budgets.

The Unclassified Budget includes provision for payroll costs for the twenty Ministers active in Charges in
the UK.

6. Annual Analysis of Congregational Accounts

The Committee thank the General Treasurer for his analysis of Congregational Accounts and Statistical
Schedules; this information will be circulated at the General Assembly. This summary is provided to help
give a realistic ‘snapshot’ of the current situation, to encourage a prayerful concern throughout the Church,
and to assist in future planning. During the year the Committee undertook some modest changes to the
Statistical Schedule. These changes will come into effect with the next set of statistical returns.

7. Congregational Monthly Remittances
The Committee appreciate the commitment of Congregational Treasurers, each of whom, in addition to
local responsibilities, liaises with the Financial Administrator at the beginning of each month.

At the beginning of every month, the Financial Administrator must forward updated Congregational
Remittance figures for inclusion in the Free Church Witness magazine. Additionally, in January the final
figures for the whole previous year must be confirmed for submission to the Church’s auditors. It is
important that the figures from each congregation are confirmed by the Congregational Treasurer, and any
discrepancy brought to the attention of the Financial Administrator, as soon as is practicable.

The Committee ask that Congregational Treasurers advise the Financial Administrator in advance of any
periods when they will not be available to confirm these figures.

The Committee are particularly grateful to all who have done their utmost to ensure that, despite the
coronavirus ‘lockdown’ during 2020, Free Will Offerings and contributions to Central Funds have
continued.

8. Denominational Property Loans

The Committee continued to review the position of those Congregations with denominational property
loans. It became apparent that the act of writing off these loans would have a detrimental effect on the
denominational accounts. In order to avoid this eventuality, the Committee resolved to continue to suspend
indefinitely any further repayment of these loans, leaving it to the discretion of local Deacons’ Courts /
Finance Committees to contribute as they feel able. They would assure any Congregation in this category
which might wish to seek further help from the denomination that the continued existence of such loans
would not prejudice any fresh approach for aid.

9. Properties

Duthil-Dores

The Committee are delighted to report that the Duthil-Dores Congregation have now paid off all their loans
and the process for transfer of title for the manse building at 21 Duke’s View, Inverness is now underway.

Partick
The Committee are delighted to report that the Partick Congregation have now paid off their mortgage loan
and are committed to clearing the balance of their £25,000 denominational loan.
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Poolewe & Aultbea

The Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation have suffered multiple delays in the construction of their new church
building. These were mainly due to a result of the difficulties faced by tradesmen during the pandemic.
However, we are glad to report that the work is now seeing substantial progress.

10. Loans

Mortgage Loans due to  Balance at 31st New Loans  Repaid Balance at 31st
be repaid December 2019 in 2020 in 2020 December 2020
Partick* 31,595 0 (24,266) 7,329

North Uist & Grimsay* 3,390 0 (3,390) 0

Bracadale & Duirinish 37,913 0 (12,487) 25,426
Brora**** 0 105,000 (10,239) 94,761

Poolewe & Aultbea 0 95,000 (3,254) 91,746

Total £72,898 £200,000 £(53,636) £219,262

Loan Denominational Balance at 31st New Loans in Repaid Balance at 31st
Funds December 2019 2020 in 2020 December 2020
Partick 25,000 0 0 25,000

North Uist & Grimsay 48,000 0 (3,580) 44,420
Duthil-Dores 19,326 0 (19,326) 0

Harris 4,000 0 0 4,000
Shettleston 74,400 0 (1,200) 73,200

Poolewe & Aultbea 0 95,000 (3,254) 91,746

Total Church Loans £170,726 £95,000 (£27,360) £238,366

Car Loans 11,511 10,350 (9,461) 12,400

Student Loans** 50,944 0 (4,668) 46,276***
Total Loans £233,181 £105,350 (£41,489) £297,042

*The Mortgage loans figures are net of the £100,000 (4 x £25,000) repaid (see Assembly Report, 2016) on
behalf of the then four congregations with mortgages, in order to reduce interest costs. Therefore, this
balance reflects what is due to the Mortgage lender, and not the repayment of £25,000 which is to be repaid
to the denomination as indicated in the next section of the table.

**As of the 2019 General Assembly all Student Loans owed to the denomination are, in effect, no longer
repayable.

***This includes an outstanding student loan of £9,307 awarded to a candidate who has since left the
denomination and is making regular monthly repayments in respect of this loan.

****This loan has been granted over a 20 year term, but is being paid to Stewardship over a 15 year term.
The balance owed by the Congregation at 31 December 2020 is therefore £97,067.

11. Property Grants
In applying the terms of the ‘Central Building Fund Guidelines’ (paragraph 17), the Committee were in a
position to make further grant payments during the period under review (in addition to the grant payments
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under section 3 which details expenditure for year-end 31 December 2020) totalling £29,721 to the
following seven Congregations thereby further reducing their mortgage loan debt: Aberdeen FC(C) £5,000;
Bracadale & Duirinish FC(C) £5,000; Brora FC(C) £5,000; North Uist & Grimsay FC(C) £2,221; Partick
FC(C) £5,000; Poolewe & Aultbea FC(C) £2,500 and Portree FC(C) £5,000.

12. Lochalsh & Strath — Investment

The Committee are always happy to consider suggestions that would see an improvement in our use of
available funds. They were therefore pleased to receive an imaginative approach from the Lochalsh &
Strath Congregation. Their Deacons’ Court, taking note of the fact that they had a considerable sum in their
Property Account which they were unlikely to utilise locally for the foreseeable future, and the very low
rate of interest available with commercial lenders, resolved to make the money available to the wider
Church through an interest free loan.

Following discussions, a Loan Agreement was drawn up and agreed to by both parties and the sum of
£40,000 was transferred to the denominational account. This was put to immediate use, with the entire sum
distributed to those Congregations with outstanding mortgage agreements in order to reduce their debt. The
Committee would record their thanks to the Congregation of Lochalsh & Strath for their kindly and
Presbyterian attitude, and would welcome any similar approaches in future.

In order to maximise the ‘investment’ benefit of this capital, the Committee approved that the sum be
utilised to further reduce the mortgage loan debt of four congregations, thereby reducing their interest
payments over the term of their mortgages. For instance, grant payments of £14,650 made during the first
four months of a 15-year mortgage loan term have brought savings of £8,122. Such savings at a
congregational level should enable Deacons’ Courts to increase their remittances to Central Funds in
support of the ministry rather sooner than they would have otherwise been able to.

The four Congregations are: Bracadale & Duirinish £11,150; Brora, £11,150; Partick, £6,550 (mortgage
loan cleared); Poolewe & Aultbea, £11,150. These figures will be reflected in the 2021 end of year
accounts.

13. Will’s Leaflet

A change in the official denominational address caused by the sale of the former Stornoway manse
triggered a new print run for the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will. The Committee hope to
have these available shortly and they will be circulated in the Free Church Witness magazine, with
additional copies made available to Congregational Treasurers for distribution.

14. Support of Mission Work

The denomination continues to support the work of the Gospel both within Scotland and in relation to its
various missionary endeavours furth of Scotland. Over the past year financial expenditure totalling £61,033
was given as follows: Sri Lanka £27,707; Zambia School Work £960; Home Missions Work £19,002;
Gospel Fund £8,675; Christian Witness to Israel £1,000; Spanish student support work £2,970; the balance
(E719) represents Home & Foreign Missions Committee expenses.

15. General Treasurer’s Department

Once again we must express our indebtedness for the diligence of the General Treasurer’s Department. Mr
Murray Mackay brings both expertise and a warm heart for the work of the Gospel. Throughout the year he
is frequently called upon as an Adviser to the Committee and he gives his advice willingly.

The Committee greatly value the diligence and quiet, gentle efficiency of the Financial Administrator, Mrs
Muriel Smith, who has, once again, left us in her debt.

The services of CIB Services, Stornoway, have been appreciated and the Committee recommend to the
General Assembly that they are reappointed as auditors for the coming year.
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(B) SUSTENTATION

16. Stipend Review

The Committee carried out its annual review of stipend in accordance with its Memorandum on Procedure.
The last increase in ministerial stipend was in July 2018. The Committee, after careful consideration, are
recommending that the ministerial stipend be increased to £21,000 as of 1 July, with a pro rata salary
increase for employees. The total payroll cost for each Minister will be £25,198.

17. Sustentation Fund Review

The Committee gave further consideration to a review of the current Sustentation Fund legislation. The
Committee concluded that whilst revision might be beneficial in some areas, it would also introduce a
number of other difficulties. On balance, it was concluded that they could see no merit in further discussion
of this matter for the present.

18. Congregations under Special Arrangements

The Committee commend the Congregations of Aberdeen, Ayr, Ballyclare & Doagh, Brora, Harris, Kilmuir
& Stenscholl, Knock & Point, North Uist & Grimsay and Poolewe & Aultbea to the prayerful concern of
the Church.

A summary of the Annual Reports received from these Congregations is appended to the Report.

Sustentation Fund Schedules

Harris FC(C)

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Harris continue on the Equal Dividend Platform under
Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVI11 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5
years from commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds
85% of Equal Dividend.

Kilmuir & Stenscholl FC(C)

It became increasingly apparent to the Committee that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl were
experiencing serious difficulties in meeting their remittance commitments to Central Funds. These
observations were confirmed when the Preshbytery of Skye & Lochcarron approached the Committee
seeking a review of the terms on which Kilmuir & Stenscholl had been placed on the Equal Dividend
Platform.

Had this approach come some time into the five-year period the Committee would, in all likelihood, have
deferred the matter until a fresh application for Special Arrangements was sought. However, given the fact
that the problems had occurred during the very first year of the arrangement, it was felt that the matter
merited serious review.

Noting the local difficulties which had led to a serious shortfall in remittances, and the fact that these were
unlikely to change in the foreseeable future, it was resolved to recommend to the General Assembly that the
Special Arrangements terms for Kilmuir & Stenscholl (77% of Equal Dividend) for the remaining four
years of the agreement be adjusted to a more realistic level.

The Committee accordingly recommend that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl remain on the
Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent
Sustentation Fund, for a period of 4 years from the rising of the Assembly, subject to the Congregation
promising to remit to Central Funds 47% of Equal Dividend.

In connection with this, the Committee are seeking that Act VIII (Class Il) 2019 — Act anent Special
Arrangements for Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl, be repealed.
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19. Changes to Ministerial Personnel
Ordinations & Inductions

Rev. Thomas J. Buchanan to the pastoral charge of Brora 4 September 2020
Retiral

Rev. lain Smith Harris 11 October 2020
Deaths

Rev. Malcolm MacLean North Tolsta, Rtd 18 March 2020
Rev. John J. Murray Edinburgh, St Columba’s, Rtd 1 April 2020

Rev. Allan Murray Brora, Rtd 24 September 2020
Rev. John MacLeod Tarbat 17 December 2020

Register & Rolls:

Probationers:
Nil

Register of Ministers without Charge — eligible for call — as at 1st March 2021
Nil

Roll of Resigned Ministers
Rev. John J. Harding

Rev. Sherman Isbell

Rev. Bert Pohl

20. Pulpit Supply

During the period under review, very little pulpit supply was undertaken due to the limitations imposed by
the pandemic and the extended periods of lockdown. The Committee record their appreciation for the work
that was undertaken, and look forward to being able to utilise the services of retired Ministers, Elders and
others, who provide such assistance throughout the Church.

21. Supply Fees and Expenses

The previous review of Supply Fees and Expenses took place in 2020. Therefore, the Committee
recommend to the General Assembly that there be no increase to the current rates of Supply Fees and
Expenses. Mileage allowance remains at 32 pence per mile. The attention of Ministers and Deacons’
Courts is drawn to these rates.

22. Funeral Fund Grant

The unexpected passing of Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat, on 17 December 2020 occasioned the Committee
to review Act IV, 2013 — Act anent Grants for Funeral Costs of Retired Ministers. In its current form the
scheme excludes the widow of a Minister who dies whilst in the active ministry from being a beneficiary of
the fund. Therefore, in order to achieve parity, the Committee recommend that the scheme for funeral costs
be inclusive of a Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired from a Charge. Details are provided in
the Deliverance.
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23. Resident Lay Agent — Furlough

The Committee reported to the General Assembly of 2020, that due to the government-imposed ‘lockdown’
in March 2020, Mr Donald Robertson has been unable to undertake any preaching or pastoral work and had
been ‘furloughed’” under the UK Government’s ‘Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme’. Following the easing
of restrictions Mr Robertson was able to resume some limited duties, although pastoral visitation proved
almost impossible due to the continuing restrictions. A further period of lockdown in January 2021 led the
Committee to apply once again to have Mr Robertson placed on ‘furlough’ under the ‘Job Retention
Scheme’. As the nation emerges from this period of lockdown, we anticipate Mr Robertson’s gradual return
to duties.

24, Home Mission Worker — Furlough

The Committee reported to the General Assembly of 2020 that they had recommended to the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee that the Home Mission Worker, Donald J. Morrison, also be placed on
‘furlough’ during his months of enforced inactivity in 2020. During the most recent period of lockdown the
same suggestion was made; the Home & Foreign Missions Committee concurred with this advice and Mr
Morrison was accordingly ‘furloughed’ from the beginning of January. This matter remains under review.

25. Conclusion

In their Report to the General Assembly of 2020, the Committee noted that rarely has a Committee of this
kind been in such an uncertain position as it prepares its annual Report. At the time of writing, the Covid-
19 emergency continues to impose some limitations on public worship. This makes it very difficult to plan
or forecast anything for the coming year. In the midst of such global uncertainty, we are thankful for the
gracious sovereignty of Almighty God who is ordering all these events and in whose hands we remain.
May He continue to provide for us, and may we, in grateful recognition of His goodness hitherto, continue
to bring into his storehouse what He is due.

MURDO A.N. MACLEOD, Convener
MURDO MACIVER, Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation Committee and
thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their stewardship of the financial affairs
of the Church during the past year;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty God in the provision
of the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their sacrificial support of
the Gospel ministry, missionary interests and other activities of the denomination;

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the Gift Aid Scheme
and encourage each Congregation to promote the benefits of using the Scheme wherever possible;

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation Committee that the
Draft Budget for 2022, with a projected deficit of £51,643, be approved;

6. The General Assembly thank all who have contributed to the Central Building Fund and encourage
each Congregation to support it;

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with Stewardship and note that
all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past year;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt submission of Statistical
Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for managing financial
affairs at a Congregational level. They draw the attention of all Congregational Treasurers to the
importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the accuracy of figures forwarded to them on a
monthly basis by the Financial Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st
December figures;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £21,000 from 1st July 2021;

The General Assembly remind all Congregations that from 1st July the total payroll cost for each
Minister is £25,198;

The General Assembly approve a scheme for a grant payment on the death of a Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired from a Charge as follows:

1. The Minister must have been a member of a Scottish Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
Presbytery at date of decease.

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the relevant Presbytery to
the General Treasurer.

3. The Preshytery Clerk shall furnish the General Treasurer with the name and contact details of the
widow, failing which, the executors of the estate of the deceased.

4. The General Treasurer shall arrange for payment to be made directly to the widow, failing which,
to the executors of the estate of the deceased.

5. The amount to be paid as a funeral grant shall be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply
Fees and Expenses.

6. The General Assembly hereby repeal Act IV 2013 — Act anent Grants for Funeral Costs of
Retired Ministers;

The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each month, a minimum of
75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, in order to ensure financial support for the
Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly suspend indefinitely the requirement for repayment of denominational property
loans, leaving it to the discretion of local Deacons’ Courts / Finance Committees to repay as they feel
able;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to those
Congregations which are servicing mortgage loans;

The General Assembly note with gratitude the financial benefits that have accrued from the interest free
loan kindly provided to the denomination by the Lochalsh & Strath Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord and his providence for the progress of the new Church
building for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in His providence the Duthil-Dores Congregation
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19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

are now debt free of all loan commitments on their manse property at 21 Duke’s View, Inverness and
that the process for transfer of title from the denomination to local trustees can now proceed,;

The General Assembly encourage our people to remember the needs of the Church when drawing up
their Wills and commend the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will to the attention of our
Congregations;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the continued dedication and
professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his duties in the past year;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her diligence and
efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of the Church over the
past year and reappoint them as Auditors for the coming year;

The General Assembly note with interest that it proved possible to enrol Mr Donald A. Robertson,
Resident Lay Agent, and Donald J. Morrison, Home Mission Worker, in the UK Government’s
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme for some months during 2020-2021;

The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all of our Congregations and the particular
challenges faced at local level;

The General Assembly note that the Committee are proposing no further action regarding the review of
all related Acts of Assembly on Sustentation Fund legislation;

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Harris continue on the Equal Dividend Platform
under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVI1II 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a
period of 5 years from commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit
to Central Funds 85% of Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly repeal Act VIII, 2019 and direct that the Congregation of Kilmuir & Stenscholl
remain on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII
1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 4 years from the rising of the Assembly, subject to
the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 47% of Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit supply over the
past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel,

The General Assembly note with gratitude the work of the Resident Lay Agent, Mr Donald Robertson,
during the past ecclesiastical year.
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APPENDIX

Annual Report from the Congregations on Special Arrangements

Aberdeen FC(C)

The Congregation have throughout 2020 sought to maintain a witness despite all the difficulties faced at
this time. Attendance has remained steady with a new couple from Aberdeen attending. The Congregation
have paid off the loan for the building and thank the Lord for His faithfulness and His people for their
kindness (including the Finance Committee who have been most supportive in the last couple of years).
They hope to be on Equal Dividend this year and continue to trust the Lord for the future. The
Congregation are also seeking to support the raising up of a Christian school in Aberdeen.

Ayr FC(C)
Despite much of the past year being affected by the Covid-19 situation, 2020 was a year of great
encouragement to the Ayr Congregation.

It was only during the middle of February that the Minster was able to move into the area, and before there
was time to do much, apart from trying to get the Manse organised, the country was plunged into lockdown
until mid-July. There are between 500 and 1000 homes in the immediate vicinity of the Church building,
and over the period between August and the beginning of November when door-to-door work was feasible,
the Minister visited at least 300 homes, introducing himself and handing out invitation leaflets. Although
no one came to services directly as a result of this, there is reason to believe that at least some have listened
into the services being broadcast online. Some very positive contacts were made which will be followed up
when the public health situation allows. Indeed, the Minister was asked into some homes and others asked
for a return visit. These are small things, but they are not insignificant, and are reason for hope that doors
may open and good be done to needy souls in the area.

Over the period from September to November, four households or eleven people, seven adults and four
children, began attending regularly. Whilst two were from an FC(C) background who had relocated to
Ayrshire, the others, though having had some connection with the Congregation in the past, appear to be
now firmly committed and are diligent in attendance. Having two young families has been a great boost to
the Congregation. It is expected that DV in 2021 there will be additions to the Congregation’s membership,
including by profession, and that some Baptisms may also take place. All in all there has been much to
encourage, and for this praise is given to the Lord.

Numerically, Sabbath attendances increased from an average of 9 at each service to 23 (a.m.) and 18 (p.m.).
The Prayer Meeting attendances have increased from 9 to 16. Although there have been changes, the
number of members remains at 11. There are now 13 adherents over the age of 16 (2 in 2019) and 5
children under 16 (4 in 2019, though in practice this was 0 as the family concerned had withdrawn from all
Congregational contact for a good part of 2019 and have subsequently left the area). Financially, the
Congregation received some additional support from some outwith the Congregation, for which they are
most grateful, and this, together with increased income locally, means that Ordinary Income increased to
£19,201 in 2020 (£18,139 in 2019), and Remittances increased to £12,463 (£10,496 in 2019), which
represents 60.8% of the Equal Dividend. It is expected that both Income and Remittances to Central Funds
will increase, God willing, in 2021.

The Minister hopes to continue to make contact with those who live around the church building, as well as
other contacts he is developing as the health situation allows. There are a variety of means that may be used
to reach out to the area, including the use of the Home Mission Worker. As the Congregation is
consolidated and strengthened, these will be considered. There is also hope that a Sabbath School may be
started.
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Although the present disruption is likely to continue in one form or another for some time, this has been an
exciting time for the Congregation. Truly, “the Lord hath done great things for us, whence joy to us is
brought.” We look to Him to strengthen the cause — it is all His doing and to Him be all the glory.

Ballyclare & Doagh FC(C)

The Congregation began 2020 hoping that the Lord would bless. They knew that they would lose the
Buchanan family to Brora which would impact upon them in a number of ways. What they didn’t expect
was the pandemic, with further unexpected news. The result was the closure of meeting houses across the
country. This impacted greatly upon the Congregation in ways they never envisaged. They also noticed a
fall in income, which unexpectedly returned to normal levels very quickly.

Meanwhile, the absence of public worship meant that members lost out in many ways. However, the Lord
preserved the Congregation and despite the interruption they were allowed to regather. Their joy was short-
lived as another lockdown came. This time they had an alternative venue enabling them to meet in the open
air. They were pleasantly surprised by the response.

On returning to their premises in Doagh, they have been continually encouraged by new families who have
joined with them. Their stance throughout has been to insist upon the need for public worship, believing
that alternatives failed to satisfy Biblical requirements. One thing they have missed is the communion
season. That has been very difficult for the people.

At the beginning of 2021, with a further lockdown, the situation had changed. This time it was left to
denominations and Congregations in Northern Ireland to decide if they should close. They were astonished
that churches volunteered to close. They have continued to gather publicly and all services continue as
normal.

They are pleased to report that the Congregation have increased in size. A number of families have come
and stayed. They have also added to their membership and further applications have recently been received.

While they are on Special Arrangements, they are pleased to report that they exceeded the target set for
them.

Matters for prayer

1. Currently the Congregation does not have its own Manse. This has been a matter laid before the
Congregation for prayerful consideration.

2. They do not have a permanent place of worship. However the present building is adequate, for which
they are pleased.

3. The strengthening of the Congregation remains a priority. It is obvious to them that the preaching of the
Word, adherence to the Regulative Principle, head covering and the Authorised Version, are distinctives
which others have appreciated.

4. One pressing need is to see those outside converted and brought into the Church.

Brora FC(C)

Settlement of Charge

In a year that was fraught with difficulties for the public life of the wider Church, the Congregation of Brora
rejoiced in finally being settled with a Minister to the charge of the Congregation. Rev. Thomas J.
Buchanan, along with his family, settled in the village of Brora in July 2020. The family have adapted well
to life in Brora and enjoy living among the people of Sutherland. The new Minister was ordained and
inducted into the charge on the evening of Friday 4™ September 2020.

Place of Worship
The Congregation continue to avail themselves of the Scout Hall in Brora for public worship on the
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Sabbath. As this hall is not available during the week, the Congregation still need the use of homes kindly
supplied by the Congregation for a midweek meeting. The Covid restrictions have been upsetting to the
Public Worship of the Congregation. It has been the practice of the Congregation during these times of
lockdown to join other Congregations in the Free Northern Presbytery for both Sabbath and Midweek
meetings by the means of Zoom.

Congregation

The Congregation have had a year of mixed providences. The gladness experienced with the charge being
settled was quickly followed with sadness at the passing of its senior Minister Rev. Allan Murray. The
Congregation remain very much committed to the work and look to the Lord for growth. It has been
encouraging for the Congregation to see a number of visitors come with regularity this year during the time
allowed in the Scout Hall. These visitors also join in with the Zoom meetings.

Vision

It is hoped that this year will see the erection of a study for the Minister. The Congregation do hope that in
providence the right circumstances will soon allow for a coordinated outreach in Brora and the surrounding
villages. The Congregation of Brora continue to look to the Lord for growth, numerical and financial, and
most importantly spiritual growth among the Congregation.

Harris FC(C)

Shortly after the Communion season in February 2020 it was necessary to suspend public worship due to
the Coronavirus pandemic. Printed sermons and prayer meeting addresses were circulated to members of
the congregation on a weekly basis, and CD recordings were made available to those without internet
access. Due to health and / or transport issues a small number of the Congregation were unable to attend
following the resumption of public worship in July. Despite this, the average attendances at morning and
evening Sabbath services were encouraging, at 18 and 15 respectively; with eight normally attending the
Prayer Meeting.

Following the retirement of Rev. lain Smith in October, the Presbytery appointed Rev. Raymond Kemp as
Interim Moderator. The availability of St Kilda House enabled hospitality to be given to visiting Ministers.
However, due to the ongoing Covid restrictions, it has been necessary to utilise mainly local supply.

There was a small (0.5%) drop in Congregational income in 2020, compared to 2019, and whilst the amount
remitted to Central Funds fell by a similar amount this still represented 79% of ordinary income. The
Congregation will endeavour to maintain remittances to Central Funds, bearing in mind that there are likely
to be additional supply expenses when the current restrictions are lifted.

The Finance Committee had obtained quotations in early 2020 with a view to carrying out internal work on
the church building. Due to the contractor’s work commitments, as well as the likely difficulty in obtaining
an alternative place of worship during the pandemic, it has not been possible to proceed with the work.

The Congregation craves the continued prayerful support of the wider denomination, particularly as it is
now in a period of vacancy.

Kilmuir & Stenscholl FC(C)

The Congregation give thanks to the LORD for His continued care and preservation in what has been a
tumultuous year for many. Aside from the unprecedented closure of its church doors in response to the
national crisis of COVID-19, the past year has been a quiet one with nothing particularly new to report.
The Congregation remains united, harmonious and faithful in their attendance and in their givings. There
are now seven members (two of whom are housebound) and four supporting adherents (excluding the five
children), including one Elder and one Deacon.
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There have been some encouragements, but these relate mainly to fabric matters. The most notable has
been the installation of a brand new central heating system in the Manse. Poor central heating was always a
concern, but with the help of a loan provided and administered by the Finance & Sustentation Committee,
the problem is now thankfully resolved. A local plumber was contacted and work began at the beginning
of January 2021. Due to the nature of the work, the Manse had to be vacated. At the time of writing,
virtually all the work has been completed, and the Minister and his family are waiting for a suitable date to
return to Skye.

The year, however, has not been without its difficulties. Sadly, two of its elderly men — an Elder and a
Deacon — passed away, reducing the small Congregation further. The lockdown also initially disrupted
finances, but every effort was made to ensure funds were remitted timeously. Financially, the Congregation
is struggling. Expenses now exceed income. At its recent Annual Business Meeting in December 2020, it
was noted it was operating at a deficit of about £2,500. This is not the result of poor money management,
but simply the result of a dwindling Congregation struggling to meet legitimate outgoings such as oil for the
central heating, the Minister’s car expenses and more particularly, monthly remittances; the latter is being
reviewed and the Congregation’s Sustentation Schedule will have to be amended.

The Deacons’ Court meet regularly to review finances and are well aware of the challenges. With very
little (if any) prospect of imminent numerical growth, the situation is concerning, and it is with a sense of
nervousness it presses forward, committing these matters wholly to the LORD. The Congregation is kept
apprised of finances.

Regarding the wider community, things remain much the same. The Free Presbyterians, the Free Church
and the Church of Scotland remain vacant; only the Continuing has a ‘live” Ministry. To date there has
been no interest in the Congregation. In a small rural community where four Denominations are
represented, prospects of growth seem difficult. Regarding outreach, the Minister had hoped to circulate
literature soon after his arrival, but ensuing family challenges and lockdown prevented this. It is hoped — in
the wake of COVID-19 — there might be fresh opportunities to circulate literature and invite people to
church.

Like every faithful Congregation, it labours in dark and difficult days. The spiritual temperature is low,
ignorance is great, and the power of the Spirit is lacking. The Congregation is very desirous of the LORD’s
blessing and continues to pray fervently to the LORD for a mighty outpouring of His Spirit. “Except the
LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it” (Ps. 127:1).

Knock & Point FC(C)

The work of the Congregation has continued in 2020 and 2021 despite the two separate periods of
lockdown, using internet and telephone connections to bring services to those unable to attend in
person. Services are filmed and broadcast over YouTube, and can be listened to live using a free telephone
number. The lockdowns have brought challenge and discouragement, and have adversely impacted the
Congregation’s income, which has caused a reduction in the remittances to Central Funds for
2020. Nonetheless, the Congregation continues to remit well in excess of its commitments.

North Uist & Grimsay FC(C)
The following is a brief report of the situation in the Congregation at the end of 2020. There is little change
from 2019, although Covid-19 obviously had a major impact upon the Congregation during the year.

Office-bearers

They have one elder of their own and are grateful for the help of the two General Assessors who were
appointed to the Congregation by the Presbytery in 2016. They have no deacons of their own. At the end
of 2020 there were ten communicants and ten supporting adherents.
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Worship

They have two services on the Sabbath (12.00noon & 6.00pm) and a prayer meeting on Thursday
afternoons (3.00pm). Because of Covid-19 restrictions, they suspended public worship on 22" March,
resuming on 19" July when the restrictions were lifted. They did not hold online Sabbath services during
the lockdown, but prayer meetings continued by means of the Zoom teleconference facility.

Three pastoral letters were sent during the lockdown. Contact with the Congregation was also maintained
by phone, providing the opportunity to pray with individuals. E-mail circulars were sent daily (apart from
the Sabbath) to those in the Congregation able to receive them; these contained brief expositions of
Scripture, selections from Thomas Moor’s Counsels and Thoughts for the Spiritual Life of Believers and
items for prayer. No Communion seasons were held during 2020.

Attendance

Attendances at the services during 2020 were the same as in 2019. At the end of the year there were
fourteen regular attenders at the Sabbath noon service (fourteen in 2019) and thirteen at the evening service
(thirteen in 2019); the regular number attending the prayer meeting was eight (eight in 2019).

Outreach

The Congregation has a website (www.northuistandgrimsayfcc.org) providing details of our services and
recordings of sermons preached in the Congregation. The site sometimes leads to holidaymakers in North
Uist attending our services, although there were very few visitors in 2020 due to Covid-19.

The Congregation receives ten free copies of the Church magazines each month for circulation beyond the
Congregation. One copy is sent to the local library in Benbecula, one to the nursing home in Carinish, and
one to the surgery in Lochmaddy; the rest are passed on by the Congregation to their contacts. Twenty
copies of the Good News magazine were purchased in 2020, for passing on to people outwith the
Congregation; due to Covid-19, wider distribution of the magazine was not really feasible in 2020.

The services of worship in the nursing home at Carinish, which they conduct every sixth Sabbath afternoon,
have been suspended since the first Covid-19 restrictions were imposed in March 2020. Visits by the
Minister to the local hospital at Balivanich in Benbecula have also not been possible since then.

They are thankful that they are welcome to visit in many homes beyond those represented in the
Congregation, and they look forward to doing this again once Covid-19 is over (D.V.).

Property

It was a great encouragement to the Congregation when the Deacons’ Court were informed by the General
Treasurer in March that the Church’s Finance & Sustentation Committee had made a further grant payment
towards redemption of the Congregation’s mortgage commitment regarding the manse, for full and final
settlement of the mortgage.

Future

The islands of North Uist, Grimsay and Berneray have a total population of approximately 1,600 and there
are four Presbyterian denominations with a local presence. The Church of Scotland has two Congregations,
both of which have Ministers. The Free Church has one Congregation, a Minister having been inducted in
2016. The Free Presbyterian Church has one Congregation, which became vacant in 2017. In addition
there is an independent Community Church which has a pastor.

Occasionally people move from one Congregation to another, but what they really long to see is people
from the world coming out to the means of grace, and they do what they can to reach them with the gospel.
It was encouraging for them to have up to six people from other Congregations worshipping with them in
2020, during a period in the second half of the year when the Congregation had resumed public worship but
their own Congregations had not.
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They are thankful to God for His kindness to them in blessing them through the generous givings of His
people, both within the Congregation and without. In these dark times, they are bound as a Congregation to
look to the One who has said, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” (Matt. 16:18) On that basis they should pray with confidence, believing that there are those in this world
whom the Lord will yet bring to Himself. “A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a
generation.” (Ps. 22:30)

Poolewe & Aultbea FC(C)

As in common with all Congregations in the denomination, 2020 has been a particularly challenging year,
due in the main to the impact of the Covid-19 virus restrictions and the suspension of public worship for 29
weeks, from March 15"

The rental agreement for use of the Bualnaluib Primary School Hall for public worship has been suspended
indefinitely, but the Congregation are thankful that in September 2020 the Lord provided the Aroma Café in
nearby Mellon Charles as a suitable substitute, until of course public worship was again suspended on 4"
January 2021. Attendances at the public means of grace when services resumed were numerically reduced,
as some remained anxious about attending in public. Numbers were between 8-11 morning and evening on
the Lord’s Day, and 2-4 at midweek prayer meeting services.

Use was made of Zoom technology to maintain the preaching of the Gospel within the bounds of the
Congregation throughout the period of Covid-19 restrictions.

Structures were put in place by the Deacons’ Court to ensure freewill offering contributions were collected
from homes or electronically, and it is pleasing to report that the Congregation has again managed to meet
its financial commitments for the year. The Congregation now carries the additional responsibility of
monthly loan repayments, but the Deacons’ Court are thankful that the early signs are that this can be met in
the short to medium term.

The Covid-19 pandemic also had a detrimental effect on the construction of the new church meeting hall (to
which the additional loan applies), as the construction site was closed for a period of six months, which
unfortunately were the best summer months. Work began again in September, but project timescales have
slipped considerably, with an estimate that September/October 2021 may be a more realistic target for
completion.

The Congregation remains fragile and aged, the longer term impact of the Covid-19 situation being difficult
to assess accurately at this time. It is their prayer that the Lord will sustain their witness in the community,
despite the obvious challenges.

In common with many of the Congregations within the denomination, it is fervently prayed that the Lord
might be pleased to add to the Congregation’s number and greatly bless the preaching of the Gospel.
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VI.
REPORT

OF THE
LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Introduction

The Committee have been conscious of the Psalmist’s affirmation that, “The Lord of us hath mindful been,
and he will bless us still ...” (Ps. 115:12, metrical). Truly the Lord was merciful and gracious in granting,
not only the Committee, but the denomination as a whole, the services of the late Rev. John MacLeod,
Principal Clerk, as Adviser over many years. His counsel was invariably wise and seasoned with grace.
While we grieve over his passing, we rejoice that his sudden call into higher service granted him a sudden
entrance to the haven which he desired to see. The Committee are encouraged that his replacement as
Adviser, Rev. Graeme Craig, has shown himself to be of similar calibre and his advice has been gracious
and wise.

We are grateful for the good measure of harmony within the Committee, despite occasional differences of
opinion. Debate has always been courteous and constructive.

1. Kiltearn Funds — Dispute with Bank of Scotland

The Committee are pleased to report that the case between the Kiltearn FC(C) Congregation and the Bank
of Scotland over the disputed ownership of funds has been dismissed by the court after the Bank of
Scotland withdrew itself from the multiplepoinding action, thereby removing any obstacles that prevented
the Kiltearn FC(C) Deacons’ Court from accessing the accounts in question.

To summarise events over previous months, the court had before it two actions. Firstly, the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) brought a debt action against the Bank of Scotland on behalf of the Kiltearn FC(C)
Deacons’ Court, in regard to their accounts that were frozen in 2010 when a claim was made on the funds
within these accounts by the residual Kiltearn Free Church. Secondly, in defence of its position, the Bank
of Scotland raised an action of multiplepoinding. This is an action raised when there are multiple parties
making a claim on a fund or property held by another party. This action of multiplepoinding raised by the
Bank would determine, if accepted by the court, which of the two parties is entitled to the funds or in what
proportion they should be divided.

On the eve of the case being heard in court, the residual Kiltearn Free Church withdrew from the
multiplepoinding action. With their withdrawal from the case, it followed that the debt action had become
redundant. During discussions between the Bank’s solicitors and our own Law Agents, it was agreed that
both court actions were no longer necessary, and the Bank agreed that the funds could be released to the
Kiltearn Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

As the multiplepoinding action had been raised in the court, the funds could not be transferred by the holder
(the Bank) without either (a) the action being disposed of by the court and granting an order in favour of the
Kiltearn FC(C), or (b) dismissing the action. In this case the action was dismissed by the court and, at the
time of writing, funds were in the process of being released to the Kiltearn FC(C) Deacons’ Court, bringing
the matter to a conclusion.

Upon release of these funds and settlement of final fees the Kiltearn FC(C) Deacons’ Court shall, as agreed
from the outset, reimburse the denomination all the accrued costs of Lindsays, Solicitors (minus the
expenses awarded by the Bank) in bringing the case to a successful conclusion.

The Kiltearn FC(C) Deacons’ Court, on behalf of the Congregation, have expressed their indebtedness and
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gratitude to the Committee and the denomination for taking up the case on their behalf.

The Committee are thankful to Almighty God for this favourable outcome. The Committee are indebted to
Lindsays, Solicitors, Edinburgh, for their services, and in particular Mr Adam Gardiner, Senior Solicitor,
Dispute Resolution and Litigation Dept., for his professional advice and expertise throughout.

2. Marriage Authorisation
Unfortunately, the Committee have to report, once again, that the denomination’s application for Prescribed
Body status under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977 has not been processed to a conclusion.

Because of this it became necessary to apply for further individual three-year marriage authorisation
licences for our ministers from the National Records of Scotland. These licences have been approved and
are effective from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2023. The Committee would like to express their thanks
to Mr Maurice Grant for his invaluable work in this regard.

At the time of writing, indications have been given by the Head of Family and Property Law at the Scottish
Government that the pre-election period is traditionally a quiet period and it is hoped that the application
will be processed during this time. The Committee, having been dismayed at the inordinate delay by the
Scottish Government in processing the application so far, have made a further request to Mr Murdo Fraser,
MSP for Mid Scotland and Fife, for assistance to expedite the application. Representations have also been
sent to Mr Alasdair Allan, MSP for Na h-Eileanan an lar. It is hoped that by the time of the General
Assembly progress will have been made.

3. Official Address of the Denomination

The Committee, in their Report to the 2020 General Assembly, had expressed their preference for the Free
Church Manse, Portmahomack property, to be the official address of the denomination. After some
discussion this point was withdrawn from the Deliverance and the Committee gave an assurance that this
would be further reviewed.

The Committee therefore approached the Bracadale & Duirinish Deacons’ Court with a view to the Manse
property at ‘Loch Mor’, Struan becoming the official address of the denomination. With the Deacons’
Court responding positively to this request, the Financial Administrator, Mrs Muriel Smith was approached,
and she agreed to undertake these additional duties.

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Smith for her assistance in this matter and to the Bracadale & Duirinish
Deacons’ Court for permitting the Manse property at ‘Loch Mor’, Struan, Isle of Skye, IV56 8FB to be
registered with the Scottish Charities Regulator as the official address of the denomination. The manse at
Struan has now been registered with the Scottish Charities Regulator.

4. Church’s Law Agents

Drummond Miller LLP have been the Church’s Law Agents for many years. In recent years their
involvement with us has been predominately in conveyancing matters. In March 2018 they informed us
that they were not able to assist the denomination in the matter of the Kiltearn FC(C) disputed frozen funds
held with the Bank of Scotland, as they no longer had anyone in the firm who is a general Sheriff Court
practitioner with the expertise to conduct litigation on behalf of the FC(C) in the Sheriff Court. They
advised that we should instruct alternative solicitors in relation to this matter. The Committee, therefore,
took on the services of Lindsays, Solicitors, Edinburgh for the Kiltearn case.

Areas of concern have arisen, especially since Covid-19 restrictions have been imposed, in connection with
Drummond Miller’s performance during conveyancing procedures. Their position as the denomination’s
Law Agents will be further reviewed when the present Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, enabling the
Committee to have a more accurate picture of their ability to effectively represent the Church.

CALUM MACLEOD, Acting Convener
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee and
thank the Committee and in particular the Convener and Clerk for their diligence;

2. The General Assembly acknowledge their indebtedness to Almighty God for the favourable outcome
of the Kiltearn Congregation’s dispute with the Bank of Scotland, and note that all legal costs accrued
in the pursuance thereof are to be reimbursed to the denomination by the Kiltearn Deacons’ Court.
The Assembly further note the expression of gratitude to the denomination, and especially the
Committee, by the Kiltearn Congregation for their Preshyterian assistance in pursuing an action that
they could not have pursued otherwise;

3. The General Assembly thank Lindsays, Solicitors, Edinburgh for their services, and in particular Mr
Adam Gardiner, Senior Solicitor, Dispute Resolution and Litigation Dept., for his professional advice
and expertise;

4. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as they further wait upon the Scottish Government for
confirmation of their application for Prescribed Body status under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977,
and thank Mr Maurice Grant for his work in attending to the successful application for three-year
marriage authorisation licences for our ministers;

5.  The General Assembly approve the Bracadale & Duirinish Manse property address ‘Loch Mor’,
Struan, Isle of Skye, I\VV56 8FB as the official address of the denomination and thank the Bracadale &
Duirinish Deacons’ Court for their assistance and Mrs Muriel Smith for her readiness to take on the
extra workload,;

6. The General Assembly request the Committee to monitor and review the performance of Drummond
Miller LLP as Covid-19 restrictions are eased.



2021] REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF _ 115

VII.
REPORT

OF THE
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS

Despite the limitations of the pandemic the Committee have continued to monitor, guide and lobby in
relation to a wide range of issues affecting the moral and spiritual wellbeing of our country. Nonetheless
the issues affecting the Church during the Covid-19 restrictions have weighed heavily on the Committee in
their deliberations, and have constituted a large part of their effective work over the past year.

This Report will follow the pattern set last year, in reporting first on the ordinary work of the Committee,
and then on its consideration of issues relating to the pandemic of Covid-19. The first section will be
further divided into areas where reasonable progress has been made, and areas where the Committee must
seek the forbearance of the General Assembly for a little more time.

1. Primary Committee Work

Part One: Areas of Reportable Progress or Developments

Hate Crime and Public Order Bill

The Committee continued to raise concerns about the Hate Crime Bill which was brought forward in the
Scottish Parliament on the back of Lord Bracadale’s review of the existing hate crime legislation. This
review, and the proposed legislation based on it, purported to be a tidying up exercise, bringing together
various strands of existing legislation. In truth, it has expanded and developed significantly the protected
categories and dramatically increased the reach of actions that will fall foul of this law. Towards the end of
2020 the Committee made a robust submission to the Parliamentary Stage 1 Call for Views. Along with
many other concerned parties, clear representation was made to the Scottish Government over the grave
dangers to freedom of expression and speech in Scotland. Our particular area of concern was, of course, for
freedom to continue to declare the whole counsel of God. We are thankful that some limited but significant
amendments were made to the Bill before its final form was passed into law. It is now necessary for
‘intent’ to stir up hatred to be demonstrated in order for any crime to be considered an aggravated hate
crime. Definitions as to what constitutes ‘abuse’ have also been significantly improved. Nevertheless, the
Committee regret to report that further proposed amendments were not successful and this alarming Bill has
now been passed by the Scottish Parliament. The Committee will continue to monitor the effect of this Bill
in day-to-day life.

Abortion

The Committee have continued to oppose the vile abortion laws of the United Kingdom, and the wicked
imposition of abortion on the people of Northern Ireland. After the 2020 Assembly the Committee
commended Mr Donald John Morrison, Home Mission Worker, for launching the “Abort Abortion”
campaign. The Committee contacted Mr Morrison assuring him of their full support and offering him any
help that the Committee might be able to provide. It was agreed to commission an article on this critically
important subject for The Witness magazine. Further, a small donation from Committee funds was added to
our Budget.

Dealing with Gay Pride Marches

Following a fallow year, the Committee are indebted to Rev. E.T. Kirkland for drafting a clear and biblical
position paper, outlining how to respond to, and engage with so-called Pride Marches in our localities. This
paper has been warmly commended by the Committee and is being circulated to Presbyteries for their
information and use.
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Part Two: Areas where Committee involvement is limited

Gender Recognition Reform Bill

Initially proposed for parliamentary approval in 2020, these proposals were shelved due to the impact of the
pandemic. It is to be expected that the proposals will be re-presented in similar form after the Scottish
Parliamentary elections, should the Scottish National Party continue in government. The Committee
continue to monitor this matter closely.

Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenting (RSHP)

An alarming resource provided for use within the Scottish schools’ Curriculum for Excellence (C{E) as part
of Personal and Social education, RSHP materials provoke intense concern from many parents and teachers
across the country. At present, it remains a widely used resource in many Local Education Authority
schools. The Committee were encouraged to note that the Western Isles Council emphatically rejected
endorsing the material. Western Isles Councillors chose instead to recommend material sourced from the
Scottish Catholic Education Service (SCES). The Committee further note that efforts are underway to
produce suitable material, in line with the CfE’s “Experiences and Outcomes”, which may be a resource of
use across the country. A local action group in the Western Isles, together with the group “Christian Values
in Education” are seeking to progress this project urgently.

Working on the Lord ‘s Day

The Committee continue to monitor discrimination against those who wish to obey the Fourth
Commandment in their working life. Whilst no direct cases have been brought to the attention of the
Committee at this point, recent developments regarding Royal Mail may soon change this. As brethren are
likely aware, Royal Mail have announced plans to operate seven days a week. The Committee will resist
this of course, but will also seek to clarify what assurances and protections are available for Christians
working for Royal Mail at present or in the future.

Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Act

Having raised concerns about this legislation in previous years, the Committee simply wish to draw to the
attention of our people that this law on organ donation is now in effect. Scotland has now transitioned from
an ‘opt-in’ system of organ donation to an ‘opt-out’ system as of March 26th 2021. Whilst organ donation
in many circumstances may be permissible, even commendable, there remain serious ethical concerns over
this legislative move.

Named Person Scheme

The Committee have repeatedly attempted and failed to engage in meaningful correspondence with
Highland Council as to aspects of the Named Person Scheme still active in their existing Child Protection
systems. The Committee would seek for one final year to attempt to extract information from the Council
on this matter.

UK Relations to the Vatican
This document has now been passed over to the Publications Committee for assessment of how best to
make use of it.

2. Responding to Covid-19

The Committee would draw a distinction between responding to the pandemic itself, and responding to the
response of Government in relation to the pandemic. It has been the consistent position of the Committee
that the Civil Government has a legitimate role to play in a public health emergency up to and including the
issuing of advice to Churches as to how best to reduce the risk of virus transmission in our buildings.
Equally, it is the proper duty of local Church Courts (Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions) to consider how best
to implement such precautionary measures in their Congregational gatherings.

It has then been the clear position of the Committee that no Government has the right to demand the
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cessation of worship, nor should any Church Court accede to such a demand of Government simply by
virtue of its having been made.

Rather, the Committee have issued guidance to our Congregations based on our understanding of best
practice, and of our assessment of the risks of virus transmission. In this we are indebted to Dr Andrew
Naylor for his willingness to assist the Committee in these matters.

A letter from the Committee to the Scottish Government expressing our increasing concern at their failure
to respect or even understand the constitutional liberties of the Church of Christ in Scotland received a
deeply unsatisfactory response from Aileen Campbell, MSP, Minister for Communities and Local
Government on 23rd December.

Despite our warnings the Government proceeded to their most alarming over-reach to date and criminalised
Christians for gathering to worship across all tier-4 areas in Scotland. In response to this, at their meeting
on January 5th the Committee agreed to seek legal advice regarding the limits of the authority of Civil
Government in Scotland upon the Church of Christ, and to send this request through the Legal Advice &
Property Committee to our Law Agents.

At this point our legal intentions paused. The day following our meeting, members of Committee were
made aware of a proposal, sponsored by Christian Concern and the Christian Legal Centre, to challenge the
legitimacy of the criminalisation of worship by Judicial Review. As a result of this development it was
agreed to suspend our request for advice from our own Law Agents.

A further letter on behalf of the Committee was sent on January 7th, again expressing our concerns that the
Government were transgressing into areas over which they possessed no mandate in law. A case number
was issued acknowledging this letter but to date no response beyond that has been received. The substance
of this letter to the First Minister was also released as a statement to our Congregations at the same time.
The Committee also sent a letter to Christian Concern expressing their warm appreciation of their support to
the Scottish Church in this matter.

As is widely known, the case for Judicial Review was heard before Lord Braid on March 11-12th. The case
was expertly presented by Janys Scott QC, was founded mainly on the Constitutional liberties assured to the
Scottish Church since the Reformation, which were affirmed again at the Revolution, and enshrined in the
Acts of Union in 1706/7. The case also ably demonstrated the breach of Article Nine rights in terms of the
European Convention on Human Rights. On 24th March Lord Braid issued his Opinion, coming down
decisively in favour of the 27 Petitioners. At a hearing later that day the Scottish (Government) Ministers
gave no immediate indication of an intention to appeal the decision. The finding therefore went into
immediate effect.

The critical nature of this legal action cannot easily be overstated. It was founded primarily upon our
Constitutional rights, guaranteed in Scots Law. Government has no right to interfere in worship. The
argument made by the Scottish Government that mere attendance was a civil matter not a spiritual one
illustrates the weakness of their case. We are most thankful to God for this ruling, and pray that it may long
stand as a bulwark of defence for the people of God in our land.

GREG MACDONALD, Convener
MURDO MACDONALD, Vice-convener
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Clerk, Convener, and Vice-convener;

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people, and continue to encourage
the uptake of related matters by local courts;

3. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee in their submission to the Scottish
Parliament regarding Hate Crime legislation. They note with regret the passing into law of the Hate
Crime and Public Order Bill, but are thankful for the protections, though limited, that were inserted
into the original text. They further note the Committee’s intention to monitor this matter;

4. The General Assembly join the Committee in commending the “Abort Abortion” campaign and assure
Mr Donald John Morrison, Campaign Co-ordinator, and other anti-abortion campaigners of the
ongoing prayerful support of the Church;

5. The General Assembly note the production of guidance, founded on clear biblical principle, for use by
those protesting and witnessing at so-called Gay Pride Marches and thank Rev. E.T. Kirkland for his
labours thereanent;

6. The General Assembly note the temporary shelving of plans to implement Gender Recognition Reform
in Scotland and instruct the Committee to monitor this matter should it arise again, as is anticipated,;

7. The General Assembly express deep concern over the imposition into many Scottish Schools of
inappropriate and immoral material through the revised Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenting
resources. They deplore all unbiblical attempts to normalise sexual relations and expressions outwith
the God-given institution of lifelong marriage between a man and a woman;

8. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue its remit in relation to Sabbath-working
protection and instruct them to continue to investigate what protection may be available for workers
who refuse to break the Fourth Commandment, especially in relation to the proposals for a seven-day
service from Royal Mail;

9. The General Assembly note the passing into effect of the Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Act
as of 26th March 2021,

10. The General Assembly note the continuing investigation of the Committee into the relationship
between the illegal Named Persons scheme and existing Child Protection systems. They further note
the shameful failure of Highland Council to engage in correspondence over this matter and they
encourage the Committee to seek further redress from Highland Council;

11. The General Assembly note the substantial progress made by the Committee in researching the nature
of the relations between the United Kingdom and the Vatican and the passing of this matter to the
Publications Committee;

12. The General Assembly note and approve the actions and advice given at various stages by the
Committee in regard to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) Pandemic;

13. The General Assembly are thankful to Almighty God for the opinion of Lord Braid issued in the Outer
House of the Court of Session on 24th March 2021, declaring that the Scottish Government in their
blanket ban closing Churches and criminalising Public Worship in Tier 4 areas had indeed exceeded its
authority both in terms of the Constitution and in terms of Article Nine of the European Convention on
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Human Rights. The General Assembly trust that this ruling will remain a bulwark of defence for the
freedom to worship the only God of heaven;

14. The General Assembly express their sincere thanks to Christian Concern and to the Christian Legal
Centre for sponsoring the Petition for Judicial Review against the closure of Scottish Churches;

15. The General Assembly recognise the burden placed upon our Civil rulers in the current pandemic.
They commend our Civil Government to the mercy of God in the discharge of their proper
responsibilities and encourage our people to pray for all those in authority (1 Timothy 2:2);

16. The General Assembly continue to recognise in this pandemic the clear warning of heaven upon the
wickedness of our generation, and plead with our nation to repent, turning from our sins to seek the
only true God and Saviour.
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VIII.
REPORT

OF THE
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). This is no less true for the Psalms than for any other part of Scripture. As well as
being one of the largest books in the Bible, it has everything for the troubled, joyful, ignorant, weary, or
anxious soul. Whatever our soul’s state, it can find its needs met in the Psalms. As a denomination, we
adhere to exclusive psalmody sung a cappella. It is not just “tradition”, it is a biblically-founded stance.
The simplicity of our praise enables the soul to get maximum benefit from the Psalms without being
distracted by instruments that can drown out the words being sung. Too often, the singing of the Psalms is
given so little attention in worship. The Apostle Paul proclaimed, ...l will sing with the spirit, and | will
sing with the understanding also (1 Corinthians 14:15). As we sing the Lord’s praises, let us remember
what we sing as well as how we sing. The goal of this Committee is to aid our people to “sing to the Lord
with cheerful voice”.

The Committee are pleased to report that a fourth print run of our Staff Psalter has had to be ordered; the
previous three prints having sold out. This is truly wonderful and a joy for us to see. The work of the
Psalmody Committee Clerk, in coordinating the reprint and subsequent sales of Psalmodies and CDs is
greatly appreciated, and must not go unnoticed.

The Committee in acknowledging the work of Mr Bill McQueer over many years in producing the Worthy
to be Praised CDs wishes to thank him for his labours. We are grateful to Mr Bruce & Mrs Sohana
McKenzie (Partick) for taking over the production of CDs.

The Committee have a remit to promote the use of the Psalter. They, therefore, considered supplying the
Church’s teaching resources to Christian schools in Scotland. An approach was made to Providence
Christian School in Stornoway, thought to be the most likely to accept this kind of offer, and contact was
made to enquire if they were interested in such materials. Having received a positive response, the
Committee supplied, free of charge, sol-fa Psalmodies (one for each pupil in the school) together with other
teaching aids. It was felt that the children having their own Psalmody would encourage them to learn the
Psalms and tunes at home as well as at school. Separately, the Committee received a request from King
Alfred School in Dudley, England, for help with teaching Psalm-singing to their pupils. Again the
Committee provided materials free of charge. Both schools have been very appreciative of the resources
provided and have been encouraged to consider using the Psalmody Test. Whether the test is used or not,
children are being taught to sing the Lord’s praise and therein we rejoice. “Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the
avenger.” (Psalm 8:2). With such a positive reception, the Committee propose to approach other Christian
schools to offer similar resources as budgets permit. The Committee would also welcome approaches from
other organisations, perhaps even home-schoolers, who may wish to utilise these teaching aids.

The Committee are very appreciative of the work of Precentors in our Congregations. They are conscious
that some are untrained and may feel fearful that they may not be choosing appropriate tunes for the Psalms.
With only a limited selection of suggested tunes given for some Psalms, sometimes a Precentor may not
know any of the suggested tunes and may be unaware of what would be a suitable alternative. The
Committee, therefore, felt it would be helpful for our Precentors if an index could be compiled to classify
tunes into groups so that suitable tunes can be matched to the portions of Psalm given for singing. Work on
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this is at an early stage and it is hoped that, when completed, it can be issued either as a supplementary
booklet to the Psalter or included in the blank pages (pages 191 onwards) of any future reprints of the
Psalmody.

Sadly, due to Covid-19 restrictions, Psalmody classes have not been able to continue as usual and the
Committee have decided to continue the current test tunes for 2022. The Committee encourage all
Presbyteries to commend the teaching of the Psalmody in all Congregations within their bounds. It is an
integral part of our worship and the Covid-19 restrictions have highlighted for us how deficient our worship
is without proper singing.

The Committee are aware that some of the finest congregational singing is to be heard in the Presbytery of
the United States of America and we are persuaded that they can contribute much to the work of the
Committee. Therefore, we have asked the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to consider
whether one or more of our brethren from that Presbytery can be appointed to the Committee.

This Report of the Committee cannot end without recording our shock and sadness at the sudden removal of
our Convener, Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat. His conviction for Psalmody was steadfast and his enthusiasm
was infectious. His immense work on behalf of the Committee, his Congregation and the denomination as a
whole, will only be revealed in eternity. The Committee felt it appropriate to convey their condolences to
his widow, Mrs Joy MacLeod.

CALUM MACLEOD, Acting Convener
PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank
the Committee and, in particular, the Convener and Clerk for their diligence;

2. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the need for, and provision of, a fourth print run of the
staff version of the Scottish Psalmody;

3. The General Assembly thank Mr Bill McQueer for his many years of service in producing the Worthy
to be Praised CDs and also thank Mr Bruce & Mrs Sohana McKenzie for taking over their production;

4. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue in their endeavours
to promote the use of Psalmody in Christian schools and other organisations as budgets permit;

5. The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the praise in our
Congregations;

6. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody in their efforts to classify the
tunes in the Psalmody;

7. The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries to commend the teaching of Psalmody in all
Congregations within their bounds.
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IX.
REPORT

OF THE
COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS

1. Introduction

While there may be a tendency toward discouragement in that many Congregations at home are small and
getting smaller, it is important to remember the perspective that our Lord gave to his disciples, (Luke 10:2):
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth labourers into his harvest.

We are a small Church with small resources, but that does not mean that we are to hold back in terms of the
Great Commission to advance the Gospel at home and abroad. The Lord does not instruct us to ask so that
he can decline our requests; rather it is his purpose to equip his Church, for our good and for his glory.

The purpose of this Report is to inform the Church of the work undertaken in the past year, but there is so
much more that must be done. Recognising the gracious purposes of God, let us labour faithfully and pray
expectantly.

2. Home Mission

As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, the Home Mission Worker has spent a significant period of time
over the past year on furlough through the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme, which provides 80% of the
salary for a worker unable to work due to lockdown restrictions. Mr Morrison came out of furlough for a
couple of months toward the end of 2020, with the result that he was able to be involved in outreach in
Partick, Glasgow and Culduthel, Inverness, as well as the annual distribution of Gospel calendars on the
High Street in Inverness. When lockdown restrictions were reintroduced in January he returned to a period
of furlough. It is expected that his furlough will have concluded at the end of April, with plans now being
made for outreach work during the remainder of the year.

3. European Mission

Spain & France

As reported in previous years, providing regular supply for the Congregation in Rubi on the outskirts of
Barcelona has been an increasing concern for the Committee. This, together with a number of different
factors, contributed to the Committee endorsing the proposal of the Spanish Kirk Session that Rev. Jorge
Ruiz Ortiz relocate from Miranda de Ebro to Rubi. It is encouraging that the one remaining family within
the Congregation in Miranda de Ebro has also relocated to Rubi to remain within the Church.

It is expected that Mr Hugues Pierre, Divinity Student and Elder in Pau, France, will conclude his
theological training at the Seminary at the end of this academic session. Once he has completed all that is
required under Act XI1X 2017, the Committee will arrange for him to be taken on Trials for Licence.

Recently, two further candidates have presented, seeking admission as Candidates for the Ministry, one in
Spain and the other from France.

A Supplementary Report has been prepared containing a proposal for the reorganising of the work in Spain
and France, including erecting a preshytery to which the Congregations in Rubi and Pau can belong.

Both Mr Ruiz and Mr Pierre have been commissioned to attend the General Assembly, and it is hoped that
they will be able to address the Assembly regarding the development of the work.
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4. International Mission

Zambia

The Committee are pleased to continue making a financial contribution to the work of Marjanne
Hendriksen, who promotes and develops Christian Education in Zambia, primarily through supporting local
schools and teachers.

Sri Lanka — Reformed Protestant Mission

In Mullaitheevu, the Church was invited by a believer from outwith the Congregation to purchase a partially
-built house with a surrounding field at about one-third of the market value of the ground alone.
Recognising that the Congregation had no available funds, a friend of the Congregation stepped in with an
offer to provide the necessary finance as a partial gift and partial loan. This tremendous opportunity was
seized upon, and as a consequence of the subsequent kindness of various friends of the Congregation, as
well as utilising money that remained in the Sri Lanka building fund, this loan has since been repaid.
Additionally, it has been possible to complete the remedial work so that the property is now a suitable home
for the Evangelist Piratheepan and his family. It is hoped that the ground can be cultivated to both generate
a little income and provide some paid work in the community.

As anticipated in last year’s Report, there has been an increase in the rental cost of the Manse in Vavuniya.
While sufficient funds had been budgeted to allow for this increase, the Deacons’ Court have indicated their
intention to build a suitable manse on ground owned by the Congregation adjacent to the Church building.
Plans have been prepared and work is expected to proceed in stages as funds become available.

While Covid restrictions impacted aspects of the Mission’s outreach work, it brought unexpected
opportunities, some of which have been reported elsewhere, and there has been a small increase in the
number worshipping with the Congregation.

Seven boys presently live at Berith Hostel within the Church grounds in Vavuniya, and are educated at a
nearby school. The present cost per child is approximately £50 per month, and the Committee makes a
monthly contribution of £100.

It is disappointing to note that Mr Beniel Jayolasintan, the prospective Divinity Student, has felt the need to
withdraw prior to commencing studies later this year. Notwithstanding this, he remains active within the
Congregation and is a good support to the Minister.

Covid restrictions have meant that it has not been possible for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan to visit the United
Kingdom as had been planned for this year, and it is hoped that he will be able to visit in 2022 instead, and
undertake deputation work reporting on the Mission. The impact of Covid, in forcing the General
Assembly onto an online platform, does however make it possible for him to join remotely, and it is
anticipated he will be able to address the General Assembly.

Various aspects of the diaconal work of the Congregation are made possible through the ongoing generous
support of Ceylon Christian Care.

The work of translating Healthy Spiritual Growth by Dr Joel Beeke, and The Day of Worship by Dr Ryan
McGraw, has been completed, with the kind permission of both authors and publishers. Printing and
distribution will be arranged when sufficient funds are available.

Following last year’s General Assembly, the Committee have initiated discussions with the Finance &
Sustentation Committee in relation to making provision for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan in retirement, but they
do not yet have a proposal to bring before the Assembly.

As a consequence of exchange rate variations, the cost of the Sri Lankan Rupee has fallen significantly over
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recent years. This has been matched by a devaluing of the Rupee, so that commaodities in Sri Lanka have
become more expensive than before. Presently, a fixed amount of Rupees is paid monthly to Rev. S.N.V.
Partheepan, and while this has provided stability in terms of his income, the General Assembly’s fixing of
the Rupee amount does not allow the Committee any flexibility in utilising the full budgeted amount.

5. North America
Smiths Falls, Canada
The Congregation in Smiths Falls remain active in seeking to reach out within their community.

Rev. David Fraser has been appointed as an assessor to the Kirk Session, following the death of Rev. John
MacLeod, Tarbat.

This past year has seen the fiftieth anniversary of Rev. David Compton’s ordination to the Gospel ministry,
which was marked with a presentation organised locally and supported financially by the Committee.

The Committee have also been involved in interviewing Rev. Daniel Kok, presently a Minister of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, whose has applied for Admission to the Ministry of the
denomination.

United States of America

Though not actively overseen by the Committee on a day-to-day basis, the Committee have a supervisory
and supportive role, if required, in regard to the Presbytery of the United States of America, and they are a
conduit for providing an update to the Assembly on the ongoing work of the Presbytery.

The Presbytery give thanks for the blessings they enjoy as part of the larger denomination. The fellowship
and friendships maintained have been of tremendous encouragement and support to the work of Christ in
America. It remains the desire of the Presbytery to serve the larger denomination well, while establishing
the doctrine, worship, and heritage of the Free Church throughout the United States.

There are currently four Congregations within the bounds of the Presbytery: Atlanta, Georgia; Mebane
(known locally as Burlington), North Carolina; Greenville, South Carolina; and St. Louis, Missouri. Each
of these Congregations maintains two services of worship on the Lord’s Day and a midweek prayer
meeting. The Presbytery recently erected a Preaching Station in Auburn-Opelika, Alabama, and covets the
prayers of the brethren for the advance of Christ’s kingdom. The Presbytery record their thanks to the Lord
for providing a way to assist their congregations in supplying full-time support to ministers in need. There
are two students under their care, Messrs. Joshua Cochran and Tyler Ray.

The Presbytery were disappointed to cancel their annual Family Conference for 2020. However, they
anticipate hosting their 2021 Conference in Lexington, Kentucky, from August 9th to August 13th.
Circumstances prevent the Presbytery from their long-cherished custom of hosting ministers from Scotland.
Previous years have demonstrated the great blessing that such a privilege has brought to the Presbytery and
others who attend. As soon as restrictions subside, Presbytery look forward to hosting the Scottish brethren
once more.

Grange Press Trust, the Presbytery’s publishing arm, continues to publish its quarterly periodical, The
Master’s Trumpet. In addition to the periodical, and several booklets, Grange Press has produced a digital
album of 16 selections from the Scottish Psalter named Grave Sweet Melody. It also sells The Shorter
Catechism Deck, which is a deck of cards incorporating all 107 questions of the Westminster Shorter
Catechism. Additional projects include a Greek New Testament reader, a new edition of the metrical
Psalter with John Brown’s notes and an abridgment of David Dickson’s notes on the Psalms, and a reading,
in digital form, of the metrical Psalter to aid memorization. Further details of Grange Press are available on
its website, www.grangepress.com.
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The Presbytery request prayer for their many needs. While America has been less strict in enforcing
coronavirus regulations than many other places in the world, there have still been encroachments by the
state against the Church in matters of public worship. Please pray that the Lord would strengthen the
brethren to maintain their vows to withstand all encroachments by the state upon the crown rights of our
King, Jesus Christ.

Please pray for the recently established Preaching Station. There are a number of areas interested in the
testimony of the Free Church, and the Presbytery ask the brethren to pray that the Lord would furnish them
with qualified and gracious men, resources and wisdom.

6. The Jews

The Committee, mindful of an enduring responsibility to bring the gospel to the Jews, have produced a
short booklet, Mission of Inquiry to Israel in 1839 and its Consequences, written by Rev. John W. Keddie.
The Committee have taken advantage of online self-publishing facilities, and commend this venture to
motivate greater interest in Jewish mission.

In addition, the Committee have arranged for an article on Jewish Mission, with the inclusion of literature
from International Mission to Jewish People (formally known as Christian Witness to Israel), to appear in a
forthcoming edition of the Free Church Witness, to encourage the prayerful concern of the Church.

As in previous years, the Committee has allocated £1000 as a contribution to the ongoing work of
International Mission to Jewish People.

A. JAMES MACINNES, Convener
JAMES S. HARAM, Vice-convener

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions,
and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk;

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his continued
faithful service and assistance, and commend Mr Morrison, his wife and children to the prayers of the
Church;

3. The General Assembly, noting the ongoing work in Spain and France, and in particular the relocation
of Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz and his family, commend the work to the prayers and financial support of the
Church. They thank Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz for his diligent and tireless service to the Reformed cause
in Spain and further afield,

4. The General Assembly note that Mr Hugues Pierre, Elder at Pau, is presently completing his studies as
a Divinity Student, and commend Mr Pierre and the Congregation at Pau to the prayers of the Church;

5. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen in developing Christian
Education in Zambia, and affirm support for this vital work amongst the children in the Christian
schools;

6. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka
under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, and commend him for his tireless service. They commit
both him and his wife Dinogee, together with their daughter Diyaththika, to the prayers of the Church;

7. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the purchase and development of a residential property
in Mullaitheevu;
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8. The General Assembly note the intention to build a manse in Vavuniya;

9. The General Assembly resolve not to set an allowance in Sri Lanka Rupees for the work in Sri Lanka,
and direct the Committee to utilise, as appropriate, the full budgeted allowance in providing Rev.
S.N.V. Partheepan’s monthly support, liaising with the Finance & Sustentation Committee as
necessary;

10. The General Assembly continue to direct the Committee, in consultation with the Finance &
Sustentation Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken to ensure an equitable pension
provision is made for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan;

11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for their
generosity in support of the diaconal work of the Mission in Sri Lanka;

12. The General Assembly acknowledge the generous support provided directly to Reformed Protestant
Mission, Sri Lanka, which has facilitated recent developments in the work, and commend the ongoing
work to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church;

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation in Smiths Falls, and commend
their ongoing needs, especially that of a settled pastor, to the prayers of the Church;

14. The General Assembly note the efforts made to encourage interest in Jewish Mission, drawing
particular attention to, and commending the publication of, Mission of Inquiry by Rev. John Keddie,
and while it has not yet been possible to engage practically in Jewish Mission, call the Church to pray
that a door of opportunity would be opened,;

15. The General Assembly commend the work of International Mission to Jewish People (formerly
Christian Witness to Israel) to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church.



2021] REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF _ 127

X.
REPORT

OF THE
TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE

As the Commissioners of this General Assembly are aware, the training of ministers of the Gospel has a
long history (2 Kings 6:1) and is a crucial function of the Church of Jesus Christ. The Church has charged
the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee with directing this task, but how can we discharge
our duty if no offers of service are received? We cannot make bricks without straw.

This opportunity is taken, therefore, to call Commissioners to consider returning to their Presbyteries and
Congregations with a burden to declare the crying need for workers in the harvest field, and the need of
young men to come forward to train as pastors of the flock. Are there young men (and not so young) within
your ambit who would be suitable candidates for this high calling? If you know of such, would it not be
your place to urge them to consider what is no easy task, but the best of all callings.

This is said in the context of a clamant need. With regard to the Church in Scotland, there will likely be
four vacancies before the end of this year, with the possibility of an additional two in the next three years,
so that, if no student enters training in September of this year, these six vacancies would remain unfilled
until, at least, June 2024. This is what gives urgency to the appeal presented now. Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. (Matt. 9:38)

Let us go further, and point out that those Congregations where our main strength lies are in areas of a
diminishing and ageing population. Unless we put manpower into establishing new congregations in the
areas of denser population, we are looking at extinction in the next ten to twenty years. Can we meet the
challenge?

Turning to the progress of the Committee’s remit since their last Assembly Report in October 2020, the
Committee has to report that one student from the Presbytery of the United States of America has reported
that he is unable to proceed with his studies. After consultation with his Presbytery, it was agreed that his
training be suspended in the meantime, with the hope and prayer that he will be able to resume in the future.

An application received from another student in the USA was processed, and this student is now completing
his studies in the Seminary in terms of the ACT XIX 2017. It is hoped that will gain his Completion
Certificate over the summer. We commend him to the prayers of the Church.

The Commissioners will know of a student from France, who studied under Rev. Dr Ruiz, whose
application came before the Committee. The Committee is indebted to the Seminary lecturers, and in
particular the Principal, for aligning his studies with what the regulations stipulate, and in terms of what was
accepted at the last General Assembly, the student has been able to enter a course in the Seminary, tailored
to his needs under ACT XIX 2017. He is expected to receive his Completion Certificate in the near future,
once all the Exit Exams have been passed. This will enable him to apply for Licence. It is expected that,
initially, any Licence granted will be restricted to the Spanish & French Mission field. To obtain an
unrestricted Licence will require him to complete a secular degree, and this he is happy to do. One year will
be needed to gain university entrance.

For the successful progress of these two students, we are indebted to the flexibility of the lecturers to help
make up for any gaps in their previous studies. This has enabled the students, in so far as is practicable, to
sit the same, or virtually the same, exit exams as those undertaking the normal course of studies at the
Seminary. Where there has been limited adaptation of curricula in the Old & New Testament Courses, this
has been done whilst ensuring language and other standards are maintained.
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The Committee were in consultation with the Home & Foreign Missions Committee concerning an
application forwarded from Sri Lanka. This application has been withdrawn in the meantime, however.
Such an application needs special arrangements commensurate with the educational and cultural conditions
prevailing in the country.

The lecturer in Systematics, Rev. William Macleod, deserves particular thanks for continuing his service for
an extra year at the request of the Committee. The Moderator will be asked to express the gratitude of the
Church for Mr Macleod’s dedicated services, as he now retires.

The Committee have had forwarded to them an Application for Admission from a minister who resides
overseas. It was noted that the Home & Foreign Missions Committee, acting in loco synodi, had not been
able to interview him in person but only by video-conference, and the Committee were of the view that in
fairness to the applicant, and also to assist the Committee in their work, it would be better if he were able to
come over to Scotland and be interviewed in person. This would also enable him to get to know the Church
in Scotland better, and also help the brethren in Scotland know him better. Given the limited time the
Committee had, and the current travel restrictions, such a visit was impossible to organise before the
Assembly. The Committee have therefore held over the application until the 2022 General Assembly.

DAVID S. FRASER, Convener
DONALD A. ROBERTSON, Vice-convener

SEMINARY REPORT

The past year has been a busy yet encouraging time for the Seminary, even although there are at present no
‘home-based’ students. Groundwork has been laid on a number of fronts which should increase the
usefulness of the Seminary. Alongside the Principal, all the lecturers have to some extent been involved in
these developments. It is their prayer that the Seminary may increasingly be of use in the service, not only
of the Free Church (Continuing), but of other Churches throughout the world.

The Seminary were actively involved in providing advice to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee as to the implementation of Act XIX, 2017 and Acts VI, 2020. This is the first time that
students have been enrolled in the Seminary under these Acts. The Seminary lecturers having analysed, on
the basis of the available data, the previous studies of these students, compared them with their own courses
in order to ascertain where there might be gaps in each student’s studies which could be filled in by the
Seminary, so as to satisfy the requirements for theological training set by the Assembly. In doing so, the
Seminary were aware that it was not their role to vouch for the suitability or orthodoxy of the previous
studies undertaken, but that of the Presbytery of the Bounds. They indicated, however, that they were more
than willing to address specific areas of teaching which might need reinforcement in line with the Church’s
Subordinate Standards, should this be found necessary. A personalised course of study for each student was
then suggested to the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee. To a greater or lesser degree, all
the lecturers have provided some teaching to these students. They are also involved with Exit Exams and
Discourses. Generally the implementation of this process has been working well, and the Seminary have
been doing all that they can to ensure that these students will have their additional studies completed by the
end of the Session. They are also seeking to provide the necessary Exit Exams at a rate at which each
student can cope, given other pressures that they may face. The Principal has taken an active role in
supervising the whole process and regularly liaises with the lecturers and students. The willingness of the
lecturers to be flexible in their approach has contributed to the progress thus far made. It is hoped that the
implementation of the Act, as outlined, proves successful, and if so, it will provide a pattern for future
years.

As was reported in 2020, the Seminary agreed to lift the moratorium on private students. A number of
enquiries have been made to the Principal from both individuals and other denominations. The Seminary
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Committee welcomed an approach from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Australia, a small
Presbyterian body who hold to the same Subordinate Standards and principles of worship as the FC(C).
This denomination are currently reconsidering the best method by which they might train their students, and
the Principal has met with their Training Committee to provide them with more information. The meeting
was deemed most profitable, and highlighted what the Seminary could provide by way of distance learning.
It is unclear what eventual decision they will make regarding the training of their students, and at the date of
writing, this matter has not progressed further. The Seminary Committee have indicated that they are
willing to provide distance-learning training for students for the Ministry of other denominations, on the
basis that the teaching provided will be that prescribed by the General Assembly for Candidates for the
Ministry of the Free Church (Continuing). It has also been agreed that all private students and students for
other denominations will sit the Exit Examinations as their final exams in a course. This will avoid
potential problems arising should a private student wish to be granted recognition as a Candidate for the
Ministry of the FC(C). The possibility of serving the wider Church throughout the world by this means is
greatly encouraging to the Seminary, and may be a means of promoting sound doctrine throughout the
world, as well as encouraging closer relations amongst like-minded Churches.

Rev. William Macleod had intended to retire as Lecturer in Systematic Theology as from the end of the
2020 Session, but the uncertainties due to the Covid health crisis led him to agree to continue that work
until the end of the 2021 Session. The Seminary thank him for his diligent labours since his appointment in
May 2017 and pray that the Lord will continue to bless him as he continues in the Lord’s service in various
other capacities.

The Certificate in Theological Studies Course continues to gain interest. The first two students completed
their studies at the end of 2020 and were awarded their Certificates. There are currently three students in
their second year and three more began studies in January 2021. The course is of benefit to those men who
wish to gain some theological training, but who are not being prepared for full-time ministry. It has been
agreed that, with the limited number of places on the course, priority be given to FC(C) Office-bearers and
members who apply, then UK-based applicants and finally other applicants.

It is hoped that the 6™ Volume of the annual Seminary Journal, which was originally planned for October
2020, will be available in May 2021, and this work is commended to the Church. The Seminary Handbook
has also been updated, and with the agreement of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, it
also contains, as an Appendix their Handbook for Free Church Students. It is hoped that this may prove
beneficial to future FC(C) Students, and it is the prayer of the Seminary that the Lord would raise up a new
generation to be faithful heralds of the Gospel of free grace.

The Seminary are conscious of the vital role they play in the work and ministry of the Church, and that they
have need of the Lord’s help that they may be Christ-centred and faithful. They are grateful to the Lord’s
people for remembering them in prayer.

GRAEME CRAIG, Principal

DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk;

2. The General Assembly thank the Principal and lecturers of our Seminary for their ministry throughout
the year, and in particular, their flexible approach to the needs of the two students studying under Act
XI1X, 2017;

3. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the progress towards completion of our two students, one
from France and one from the USA;
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4. The General Assembly note with regret that one student has withdrawn his Application and another
has suspended his studies and trust that they may be able to find a way forward to continue with their
Application/studies;

5. The General Assembly note that, in the prevailing circumstances, an Application for Admission from a
minister from overseas has been deferred until the 2022 General Assembly;

6. The General Assembly, noting the growing number of vacancies and lack of new candidates for the
Ministry coming forward, bring to the attention of Ministers and Elders the need to seek out suitable
men for training and to commend the ministry of the Gospel to them;

7. The General Assembly commend to the Church at large that they pray the Lord of the harvest, that he
send forth labourers into his harvest;

8. The General Assembly express its heartfelt gratitude to Rev. William Macleod for his sterling service
as lecturer in Systematics over the past four years, and especially for his willingness to serve a further
year during the current health emergency.
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XI.
REPORT

OF THE
GENERAL TRUSTEES

1. The Remit of the General Trustees

The remit of the General Trustees is to manage the Trust Estate of the denomination, i.e. the assets in funds
and property which the Trustees hold on behalf of the Church. Their duties derive partly from Civil law and
partly from Assembly legislation. As the Church is a registered charity the Trustees are required to comply
with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and regulations made under that Act. Their
responsibilities to the Church are set out in Acts of the General Assembly (Act X 2015 and Act V111 2016).

2. The current role of the General Trustees

The Trustees have been able to assist a number of our Congregations in connection with matters such as
building projects and transfer of title. This may involve negotiating loans and working in conjunction with
the Church’s law agents.

3. Current projects

Edinburgh Manse

Due to the Covid-19 situation it has not been possible to conclude the transfer of property title and the
matter still remains with the Registers of Scotland.

House at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain

The General Trustees have recently obtained an updated Home Report and a market value of £90,000 was
placed on the property. As a result of recommendations in the property report some essential maintenance
work has been carried out.

The house will be placed on the open market and, on completion of a successful sale, the proceeds will pass
to denominational funds in accordance with the terms of the original bequest in 2010.

Poolewe & Aultbea Church

The General Trustees note with pleasure the encouraging progress made with this new church building
project. Regular updates are provided by the Deacons’ Court to the General Trustees; these are forwarded
to Stewardship, whose ongoing assistance is appreciated.

Duthil-Dores Manse
Negotiations are proceeding between respective law agents regarding transfer of title of the Manse property
from the denomination to Local Trustees of the Duthil-Dores Congregation.

4. Charitable status

The Trustees note that no other congregations have applied for individual charitable status but they remain
available to provide general advice to those congregations considering this option. As has been stated
previously, ultimately, such a decision is for the local Deacons’ Court to make.

5. Personnel

In accordance with General Assembly Act X 2015, Mr Maurice Grant resigned as a General Trustee on 1
January 2021. He is owed a debt of gratitude by the denomination for his thirteen years of service as a
Trustee, latterly as Chairman. He carried out his responsibilities — much of it quietly ‘behind the scenes’ —
with great courtesy and diligence. He is wished every blessing upon his retirement from the General
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Trustees who trust, God willing, that he will continue to be a source of advice and support to the
denomination.

The Southern Presbytery have nominated Mr John N. Gillies to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of
Mr Grant.

The Inverness Presbytery have nominated Mr Murdo MacDonald to serve a further term of service
following conclusion of his current five-year term.

Dr Andrew Naylor has been appointed as Chairman, and Mr Lindsay MacCallum as Vice-chairman, of the
General Trustees.

The General Trustees are requesting that the Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of the General
Trustees as set out in the Proposed Deliverance.

6. Thanks

The General Trustees are appreciative of Mr John Gillies for his continued services as Clerk and are also
very grateful to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the professional assistance so readily given to
the General Trustees.

ANDREW I. NAYLOR, Chairman
LINDSAY MACCALLUM, Vice-chairman

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees for their
continuing work on behalf of the denomination;

2. The General Assembly note the current position with regards to the Edinburgh Manse and the Duthil-
Dores Manse and encourage the General Trustees to continue to provide all necessary assistance to the
Congregations involved,;

3.  The General Assembly note the decision of the General Trustees to place the dwelling house at 21
Jubilee Drive, Tain on the open market;

4. The General Assembly record their thanks to Mr Maurice Grant for his considerable period of service
as a Trustee and, in particular, as Chairman;

5. The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows:

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman);
Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas Maclnnes, Portree;
Mr John N. Gillies, Partick;

6. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees and also record
their gratitude to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his professional advice and assistance
over the past year.
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE COMMISSION

OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

(CONTINUING)

On Tuesday 2nd March 2021there was no business to

bring before the Commission and therefore the Commission did not meet.
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STANDING ORDERS OF ASSEMBLY

As revised and classified by Act VIII, 1853; and amended by Act VIII, 1855; Act VI, 1856; Act
111, 1857; Act X, 1858; Act Ill, 1859; Act Il1, 1860; Act X, 1861; Act IV, 1864; Act IV, 1865; Act
IX, 1866; Act VIII, 1868; Act I, 1873; Act I, 1876; Act |, 1885; Act IV, 1888; Acts VI, and VI,
1889; Acts IX, XIII, X1V, 1890; Act V, 1891; Act V, 1893; Act VII, 1894; Act I1X, 1896; Act X,
1907; Act X, 1908; Act VIII, 1909; Act V, 1911; Act VIII, 1912; Act IV, 1913; Act V, 1913; and
findings of 26™ May 1916, 30" May 1921, 16" November 1921 and 29" May 1923 and Act III,
1926; finding of 31% May 1927; Act V, 1929; Act VII, 1930; Act VIII, 1931; Acts VIII, IX and X,
1933; Act 111, 1936; Act VII, 1937; Act I, 1940; Act II, 1947 and Act IX, 1948; finding of 25"
May 1950; Act VII, 1950; finding of 22™ May 1952; Act IV, 1954; Act VI, 1961; Act I, 1963;
Act VII, 1963; finding of 19% May 1964; Act I, 1965; Act I, 1966; finding of 26" May 1966; Act
XIV, 1967; Act I, 1968; Act IV, 1968; Act Il, 1969; Act Ill, 1969; Act IX, 1970; Act XXV, 1973;
Act |, 1975; Act XXXVII, 1975 amended by Act XI, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1977; Act XIV, 1978;
Act 11, 1979 amended by Act XII, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1979 and Act VIII, 1982; Act I, 1984;
Act VIII, 1987; Act 111, 1989; Act 111, 1992; Act VIII, 1993; Act XXVI, 1993; Act XVI, 1995;
Act |, 1996; Act Ill, 1996; Act IV, 1997; Act I, 1998; finding of 22 May 1998; Act XX, 1999;
finding of 10™ May 1999; Act XXII, 2001; Act 111, 2002; Act 111 2008; Act X 2012; Act I, 2013;
Act 11, 2014; finding of 25" May 2016, Act I, 2018.

It is ordered —
I. AS TO REPRESENTATION OF PRESBYTERIES

1. That all Commissions, transmitted to the Clerk of Assembly, shall be revised by him, in so far as
regards their regularity in point of form, and that the Clerk shall prepare a Report on the subject and submit
the same to the Committee appointed by the Assembly for the revising of Commissions.

2. That the Clerk of the Assembly shall furnish all Preshytery Clerks with printed copies of the form of
Commission to Representatives hitherto in use, and also printed copies of the bona fide Certificates to be
used by Kirk Sessions, according to Act VIII, Assembly 1853, and Act I1X, Assembly 1863, for certifying
elders who are chosen to be Commissioners to the General Assembly.

3. That there shall be attached to Commissions a statement, certified by the Presbytery Clerk, of the
number of charges in each Presbytery at the date of the Commission, and of any changes that have taken
place during the previous year.

4. That Clerks of Presbyteries shall send intimation to the Clerk of Assembly on the death of a
colleague, or of the induction of a colleague immediately after that event has taken place.

5. That the Assembly Arrangements Committee at its stated meeting in October shall ascertain the
effects as regards representation of any changes in Presbyteries which may have occurred in the course of
the previous year, by the death or removal, or by the induction of Colleague-ministers, or by the sanctioning
or the reduction of charges by the preceding General Assembly or its Commission, or by any other cause,
and shall immediately thereafter intimate to the Presbyteries concerned what will be their representation in
the ensuing General Assembly.

6. That the decision of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, so intimated to Presbyteries, shall be
subject to review by the General Assembly, if appealed against or dissented from.

7. That should any question arise between the month of January and the meeting of Assembly, not
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provided for by these Orders, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet for the consideration and
disposal of such questions.

1. AS TO THE TRANSMISSION TO THE CLERK OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS,
COMMISSIONS, OVERTURES, RETURNS TO OVERTURES AND PETITIONS

1. That the names and full postal addresses of the Representatives of Presbyteries shall be transmitted
by Presbytery Clerks to the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year, so far as they
have been elected by that time.

2. That all Commissions shall be sent up by Clerks of their respective Presbyteries, so as to be in the
hands of the Clerk of the General Assembly at least one week before the Assembly meets.

3. That all Overtures from Presbyteries and Synods, passed by the first day of May, be sent to the
Clerk of Assembly not later than that date each year, in order that they may be duly arranged and printed, at
the expense of the Assembly, for the use of the members, and that said Overtures be in the form of certified
extracts from the Minutes of the Court by which the Overtures are transmitted.

4, That Presbyteries shall transmit to the Clerk of Assembly their Returns to Overtures not later than
the first day of May in each year; that said Presbyterial Returns shall consist of certified extracts from the
Minutes of Presbytery; and that a separate leaf of paper shall be used for the Return on each Overture sent
down by the General Assembly.

5. That papers and cases intended to be transmitted to the Assembly through the Committee on Bills,
shall be laid before that Committee by the Clerk of Assembly, and parties concerned shall be in attendance
at that meeting.

6. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except such papers as he may consider
undesirable to print; that papers not printed shall be submitted in manuscript; and that if the Committee does
not endorse the view of the Clerk, the papers shall forthwith be printed for the use of the Assembly.

7. That these regulations shall not apply to Petitions for authority to sell congregational property,
which Petitions shall not be transmitted through the Bills and Overtures Committee, but in the case of those
addressed to the General Assembly shall be forwarded through the regular channels so as to be in the hands
of the Principal Clerk not later than 28th February in each year. In the case of such Petitions addressed to
the Commission of Assembly, they shall be forwarded so as to be in the hands of the Principal Clerk not
later than one month before the date of the meeting of Commission to which it is proposed to submit them.
The Principal Clerk shall lay each Petition before the Committee on Custody of Titles with a view to a
report thereon being timeously prepared.

I11. As To COMMITTEE FOR BILLS AND OVERTURES

1. That the Committee on Bills and Overtures appointed by the Assembly at their first diet, shall meet
at the close of the first sederunt that day, and again if necessary on the following day before the meeting of
Assembly.

2. That there shall be no other meeting of the Committee except by leave of the Assembly on special
cause shown.

3. That the Committee shall see that all papers presented to them in Cases from Inferior Courts,
whether forming part of the Record, or produced in evidence before said Courts, have been duly dated and
numbered by the Clerk of said Courts, and marked with his initial; and that the Committee shall not receive
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any paper which is not authenticated, unless upon special cause shown, to be reported by them to the
General Assembly.

IV. AS TO PRINTING PAPERS IN CASES COMING UP TO THE ASSEMBLY

1. That all papers coming before the Assembly — viz. Memorials, Petitions (excepting those for
power to sell property), Applications, References, Complaints and Appeals, with Extracts of Minutes of
Inferior Courts, relative thereto, as also Reasons of Complaint or Appeal; and in cases of Libel with the
Defences and Evidence adduced — which are passed by the Inferior Court before the first of May, shall be
transmitted in manuscript to the Clerk of Assembly not later than that date in each year, in order to be
printed in sufficient numbers for the use of the members of Assembly; and that papers passed by the Inferior
Courts at a later date shall be transmitted to the Clerk without delay.

2. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except any papers which he considers may lead
to discussions in the Committee on Bills and Overtures; that he shall retain these in manuscript, and submit
them in that form to the Committee, and that a list of them shall be appended to the volume containing the
papers passing the Clerk.

3. That in cases of discipline brought before the Assembly by reference from a Presbytery or Synod,
or by complaint by a minority of the Court, the expense of printing shall be borne by the Assembly
Arrangements Committee; in other circumstances by the Complainer or Appellant; and that in all other
cases, such as Petitions, References not in Causes, Memorials, etc. the expense shall be borne by the party
having interest in same, or desiring a deliverance from the Assembly.

4, That all such papers be printed in a form corresponding to pages of the volume of Acts of the
General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland.

5. That all such papers shall be stitched together, and provided with an alphabetical index; and that a
copy thereof shall be placed in the hands of each member of the Assembly.

6. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly to be bound up and kept
among the Records of Assembly.

V. AS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1. Devotional Exercises

1. That a bell shall be rung for one minute; and members shall take their places in the House before
the Moderator takes the Chair; that the Assembly Hall doors shall be closed each day during the opening
exercises to prevent interruption by persons entering the House during that time; and that the Assembly
shall spend the first hour or more of the first diet of the second full day of their meeting in devotional
exercises.

2. That any proposal for a pause in the Assembly’s proceedings with a view to engage in special
devotional exercise, shall be made to the Assembly only through the Moderator.

2. Business Committee and Committee for Printing the Acts

1. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee to arrange the Business of the
House (other than the Report A of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, which hereafter shall be
considered at the first sederunt of the Assembly, the proposed Deliverance on said Report to be free from
the application of Standing Order V.3.4); that the Business Committee shall be prepared to make their first
Report to the Assembly at the first diet of the first full day, immediately after the report of the Committee
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on Bills and Overtures has been read; and further, that the Business Committee shall report from time to
time to the Assembly till the whole business has been disposed of.

2. That the Business Committee shall in their Report indicate such petitions as are of routine nature;
that motions and amendments regarding such petitions shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before the
first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved; and that if at the time of consideration of
such a Petition there is no objection to it being classified as of a routine nature, the motion regarding it will
be formally moved and seconded.

3. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee for printing the Acts of Assembly
and that the Committee shall arrange that the Acts be divided into two classes — Class I: those which have
passed the Barrier Act; Class I1: Acts which are of General Interest to the Church.

3. Reports of Committees

1. That the Reports of all Committees reporting to the General Assembly (excepting only (1) that part
of the Report of the Youth Committee which sets forth the results of the Youth Examinations, and (2) any
report from the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committees which complies with Standing Order
VI1.5.10) shall, together with Deliverances to be proposed, be transmitted for printing to the Clerk of
Assembly not later than the first day of April. All Reports, inclusive of the Report in terms of Standing
Orders V1.5.10, shall be stitched together, and sent to Commissioners to the General Assembly not later than
ten days before the meeting of the Assembly.

2. That Reports shall not be engrossed in the Record, but, after being printed, a copy of each,
certified by the Clerk as being that given in to the Assembly, shall be kept in retentis, and the Reports shall
be appended to the printed volume of the Acts and Proceedings of Assembly.

3. That verbal Reports shall not be received, and no Sub-Committee shall give in any Report to the
Assembly.
4, That amendments to the proposed deliverances on the Report of the Committee on Assembly

Arrangements may be moved without previous notice and amendments relating to Ecumenical Relations
shall be handed to the Clerk and read by him before the adjournment of the first sederunt; that amendments
to Reports to be taken during the second and third sederunts shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before
the suspension of the second sederunt: amendments to deliverances on all other Reports shall be handed in
and read by the Clerk before the first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved.

5. That paragraphs of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing Committee shall be
numbered, and the mover shall not be required to read it when it is already in the hands of members of
Assembly.

6. That no paragraph of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing or Special Committee
shall be deemed competent unless it contain, or be accompanied by, any information which is essential for
its implementation

7. That when any Committee is appointed during the Assembly’s sittings it shall be competent to
move amendments to the proposed Deliverance on its report without previous notice.

8. That it shall be competent for commissioners to give notice in writing of questions to be put to the
person presenting a Report to the General Assembly — this without prejudice to the right to add
supplementary questions or the right of members generally to propose questions from the floor.
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4. The Reading of Speeches and Length of Speeches

1. That in the discussion of any subject brought before the Assembly, by Overture or by the Report of
a Committee, it shall not be allowable, without leave granted by the House, for any member to read his
speech from a Manuscript prepared previously to the discussion, except in the case of a member introducing
an important subject to the attention of the House.

2. That, previously to the discussion of any question which does not arise upon or contemplate the
approval or disapproval of the Report of a Committee, the House shall determine, in such manner as may
seem expedient, the order of priority belonging to the motions given notice of, and that, when a motion
approving of a Report has been made and seconded, the House shall determine in the same manner the
order of priority belonging to any other motions given notice of.

3. That in the discussion of any question the proposer of each motion may address the House for not
longer than 15 minutes, and the seconder for 5 minutes; and no subsequent speaker shall address the House
for a longer period than 5 minutes; and that these limits shall be exceeded only when the Moderator shall
have ascertained that the House desires any speaker to continue, and shall intimate the ascertained desire to
that effect.

4, That when a Convener, not being a member of Assembly, is permitted to present his Committee’s
Report, the Convener and the mover of the Deliverance shall be required to come to an arrangement by
which their combined speeches shall not exceed the time normally granted to the mover of a motion in
terms of Standing Order V.4.3, or as that Order may be amended by this or any subsequent Assembly. It
shall be competent for the person who presents a Committee’s Report to answer questions relating to the
Report and to reply to the discussion, even if he be not a member of Assembly.

5. That a member of the Assembly in moving or seconding an amendment shall confine himself to
the matter of the amendment, and shall have the right to speak at a later stage to other matters in the Report
and other amendments, provided that the total time taken in speaking shall conform to Standing Order
V.4.3.

5. The Conducting of Causes
1. That Counsel shall not be heard at the Bar in any Causes which may come before the House.

2. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be entitled to appear as a
separate party at the Bar of the Assembly, but the members of Presbytery may nevertheless be heard as
members of Synod.

3. That in no case shall there be more than two speakers for each party at the Bar, including the reply
to which the appellant or complainer shall be entitled; and when there are more than two parties, there shall
only be one speaker, and one speech for each, besides the reply — it being understood that where there is
more than one complainer, each shall be considered as a different party only in case of its appearing to the
Assembly that the complaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds.

4. That, previously to hearing the parties in any Cause, the Clerk shall read the following
announcement, — viz., “The members are reminded that justice requires the pleadings as at the Bar to be
heard by all those who vote in the Cause, and that, in particular, no member ought to vote against either side
of the Bar who has not heard the pleadings on that side”.

5.(1) That the Clerk of Assembly shall not issue the papers to the members of Assembly, with reference to
cases which he thinks require to be conducted with closed doors until specially instructed by the Assembly
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to do so; but he shall report such cases to the Convener of the Business Committee, for its information
immediately after its appointment;

(2)  That the Business Committee shall, in their first Report, specify any case which, in their judgment,
requires to be conducted with closed doors; and any case which does not appear to them of that character,
although the Clerk may have reported it as such;

(3)  That, in all cases thus reported on by the Business Committee the Assembly shall itself determine,
by a special deliverance, at what stage of the proceedings the papers shall be issued to the members; and

(4)  Thatin every case which the Assembly appoints to be conducted with closed doors, the instruction to
issue the papers shall be accompanied by a special exhortation to the members to keep them private.

6. Motions and Votes

1. That every motion, whether original or amended, if not already in the hands of the Clerk, shall be
given into the Clerk in writing, as soon as it shall have been made to the House.

2. That the person who makes the first motion shall be entitled to the privilege of giving a reply, in
which new matter must not be introduced; and that thereafter the debate shall be held to be definitely
closed, and no other person shall be entitled to speak excepting with regard to the manner of putting a vote.

3. That all motions after the first that are truly amendments on the first motion shall be disposed of in
accordance with Standing Order No. V.6.6 and that when an amendment raises an issue different from that
in other amendments, it shall be dealt with as a direct counter-motion.

4, That where there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the vote shall be
second or first motion.

5. That when there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or third motion
shall be put as amendment against the first; and the second question shall be, whether the first motion or the
amendment so fixed shall be the decision of the House.

6. That when there are more than three motions, the first question shall be whether the last proposed
shall be put as the amendment, and so till only three remain, when the procedure shall be as prescribed in
the immediately preceding sub-section.

7. That in Causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, unless it be of such
a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress.

8. That when any proposal has been submitted in the Report of a Committee any motion for approval
of such proposal shall take precedence of any counter-motion or amendment.

9. Any motion seeking the approval of the General Assembly for the commitment of additional
expenditure in excess of £500, over and above that already budgeted for by any relevant Committee and
accepted by the Finance & Sustentation Committee, shall be deemed incompetent unless (a) an attempt shall
have been made to ensure that the Finance & Sustentation Committee have had due time to give the matter
consideration at their regular meetings and (b) advice thereanent from the Finance & Sustentation
Committee is available to the Assembly

7. Mode of taking the Vote

1. That on a division being called for, all parties who are not members, but have the privilege of
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entering the House, shall withdraw.

2. That on a division being called for the Clerk shall announce that no member ought to vote against
a motion or amendment who has not been in attendance during the discussion thereof; that thereafter no one
shall be permitted to enter the House till the vote has been taken and the result declared; that two or four
Tellers shall be appointed by the Moderator, drawn equally from supporters of each motion before the
House; and that these Tellers shall take their place at the Clerk’s table. But when the issue of a vote by show
of hands is not immediately obvious the Tellers shall count the votes seat by seat taking up their positions at
the ends of each seat in turn in order to do so.

3. That the vote shall, in the discretion of the House, be taken either by calling of the Roll or by a
show of hands, or by card.

4, That as soon as the vote shall have been taken, the Tellers shall report the state of vote to the Clerk
of Assembly, who shall write it down, and announce it to the House.

5. That the Report of the Tellers, when announced to the House, shall be held as final and conclusive,
and not subject to any revision by scrutiny or otherwise.

8. Dissents

That no dissents against any deliverance of the Assembly shall be given in until the matter in which it is
pronounced is, for that sederunt, disposed of, the Minutes are completed and adjusted, and the House is
ready to proceed to other business.

9. Drafts of Declaratory or Interim Acts and Overtures

That the Draft of any proposed Declaratory or Interim Act, as also the Draft of any Overture which it is
proposed to transmit to Presbyteries for their opinion in terms of the Barrier Act, shall be laid on the Table
of the Assembly, and printed and circulated among the members, at least one diet before a motion be made
for the passing of such Declaratory or Interim Act, or for the transmission of such Overture to the
Presbyteries of the Church.

10. Letters addressed to the Moderator

That all letters addressed to the Moderator for the purpose of being communicated to the Assembly, shall, in
the first instance, be laid by him before the Business Committee, who shall advise the Moderator as to the
way of disposing of them.

11. Deputations from other Churches, etc.

1. That the list of corresponding Churches and Societies shall be as determined by the General
Assembly from time to time on the recommendation of the Assembly Arrangements Committee.

2. That deputies from corresponding Churches or Societies shall forward their commission or letters
of introduction so as to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year; and he
shall submit the same to the Business Committee so that arrangements may be made for the deputies to
address the General Assembly.

3. That deputies from Churches and Societies other than those aforesaid shall likewise forward
Commissions or letters of introduction to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of March,
and he shall report the same to the Commission of Assembly meeting in that month, who shall be
empowered to decide which of the deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the Assembly. In the
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event of failure of the Commission to meet, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet at the
earliest opportunity, and shall decide which deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the
Assembly.

4, That in the case of strangers who may be desirous of being introduced to the Assembly and
addressing the House, notice thereof shall be conveyed to the Moderator, who shall report the same to the
Business Committee, that they may advise in the matter.

12. Visitation of Synod Records, and Examinations of Minutes of Committees

1. That the Synod Books shall be called for at the first diet of the Assembly, and that a Committee or
Committees shall be appointed for visiting the same, who shall fill up a schedule with the information
required by the Assembly regarding each book — said schedule to be returned when the Report of the
Visitors shall be called for.

2. That a copy of the Report, as sustained by the Assembly, shall be transmitted to the Synod, and
engrossed in their Record.

3. That the Minutes of Committees and the Foreign Board shall be laid annually on the Table of the
Assembly, and visited in the same manner as the Synod Books.

13. Printing of Assembly’s Proceedings, etc.

1. That the Minutes of Commission, together with roll of matters to be taken up on the following
days, and lists of members of Committees, be printed and placed in the hands of the Members of Assembly
on the opening day.

2. That when a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the Assembly it shall not be competent
to make any alterations upon it without the permission of the House, excepting in the shape of an
amendment, or second or third motion, as the case may be, regularly proposed to the Assembly.

14. Minutes

That the minutes adopted at any of the diets be read over and approved of only at a morning diet, with the
exception of the Minutes of the last day of the Assembly’s sittings, which Minutes shall be read over and
approved of before the rising of the Assembly.

15. Standing Orders

That the Standing Orders be read, or, by vote, be held as read immediately before the appointment of the
Business Committee, and that they be printed in the first day’s proceedings.

16. Conduct of Commissioners

That courtesy demands that all diets of the Assembly be attended by Commissioners, and that private
meetings should not be held during the sederunts of the Assembly.

17. Declaration of Interests

That it is the duty of any member or party having an interest or close personal relationship relating to
business under consideration to disclose and declare that interest or close personal relationship.
Furthermore, the Moderator, Convener or Chairman shall take due cognizance of the appropriateness or
otherwise of an individual or individuals having an interest or close personal relationship being present
during consideration of such business and, if the member or party having an interest or close personal
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relationship, having been requested to withdraw do not withdraw voluntarily for the duration of
consideration of the business in which he has an interest or close personal relationship, the Moderator,
Convener or Chairman shall call for the appointment of a committee or sub-committee comprising all
members, other than those having an interest, to deal with the business in question during a period of
suspension and to report back with recommendations immediately after the suspension.

VI. As To COMMITTEES
1. Types of Committee

That the business of the Church between one Assembly and the next ensuing shall be carried on by
Standing Committees and Special Committees.

2. Standing Committees
1. That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups
2. That the Groups shall be arranged as follows:
Group 1: Legal Advice & Property — Adviser: Principal Clerk
Finance & Sustentation — Adviser: General Treasurer, one of the General Trustees
Group 2: Public Questions, Religion & Morals — Adviser: Editor of Witness
Publications (including defence of Church Principles) — Editorial Team as Advisers
Training of the Ministry & Admissions — Principal of the Seminary
Group 3 Welfare of Youth & Education — Adviser: Editor of Explorer
Foreign & Home Missions

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations — Advisers: Assistant Clerk of Assembly,
Moderator of immediately preceding Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly.

Ecumenical Relations

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the General Assembly for the
meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to
those dates.

3. Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each
Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group of Committees. In addition
Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA

4. That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve on all the
Committees of the Group.

5. That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener of each Standing
Committee, due regard being had to effective working and continuity of policy. In the event of the death or
resignation of the Convener of any of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become
the Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his succession to the
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position of Convener in the circumstances described above, the Committee shall forthwith appoint one of
their number in room and place of the said Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener
so appointed by the Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-
ensuing General Assembly.

3. Special Committees
1. That these shall be appointed by the General Assembly.
2. That Special Committees shall comprise the following:

2.1 A Psalmody Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from each
Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of and practical experience in
Psalmody. It shall also include a Minister or Elder from the Presbytery of the USA.

4. Nominations to Committees

1. That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in normal conditions those
who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire annually, so that within four years the membership
of each Committee shall be changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for
appointment to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their retirement
aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a member of a Committee before his four
years’ service have expired, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee are empowered to
nominate to the Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired portion of
the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed.

2. Although in terms of Standing Order VI1.4.1 above any individual who has served on a group of
Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of Committees without a one-year break, that
shall not preclude his potential eligibility for service on another group of Committees following, though not
concurrent with, his service on the first group.

3. That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees shall be intimated to the
Convener of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee; that resignation from one
Committee in a Group of Standing Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that
Group; and that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason to be
stated by him to, and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, have failed to
attend any of the meetings of the relevant Committee during the period between the last General Assembly
and the meeting of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing
Order V1.4.9 shall be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee.

4. That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing Committees resigns his
membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an office-bearer of a Congregation within the
Presbytery which he represented, then that individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the
Presbytery is permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the said
Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly Arrangements and
Nominations Committee shall make recommendations with regard to the filling of the vacancy as set out in
paragraph V1.4.9. below. In such circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by
the Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full four year period.

5. In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his four-year term of office a
replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and reported on to
the ensuing General Assembly.
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6. That not later than the first day of January in each year the Principal Clerk of Assembly shall furnish to
the Clerk of each Presbytery a list of the members of the Standing and Special Committees, indicating
thereon which members of these Committees will retire from office at the next-ensuing Assembly and
which members may have died or become disqualified.

7. That each Preshytery of the Church shall forward to the Principal Clerk of Assembly by the first day of
November of each year a list of names of such Elders, within their bounds (along with their designations,
full addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses; together with a note of previous service, if any, on
Committees, or their suitability for service on a Standing or Special Committee), as they desire to submit
for the information of other Presbyteries, and being known by them to be eligible, suitable and available for
nomination to vacancies on Standing or Special Committees. The Principal Clerk shall collate all these
returns and forward a list of the names of the Elders so recommended to the Clerk of each Presbytery at the
same time (viz. the first day of January each year) as he forwards the names of existing members of the
Standing and Special Committees showing which members fall to be replaced.

8. That each Presbytery shall, not later than the last day of February next ensuing, furnish to the Principal
Clerk of Assembly the names of Ministers and Elders (not necessarily members of Presbytery)
recommended by the Presbytery as suitable for appointment to Standing and Special Committees, these lists
not to contain more names than the known number of vacancies. The Principal Clerk shall forthwith cause
these lists to be laid before the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee.

9. That not later than the first day of April the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee shall
select, out of the names submitted by Presbyteries, as many Ministers and Elders as shall fill the vacancies
of the various Standing and Special Committees, and shall recommend these to the General Assembly, and
the names so recommended shall, not later than the first day of May, be communicated by the Assembly
Arrangements and Nominations Committee to the Clerk of Assembly, and shall be included in the papers to
be printed. That part of the Report of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee which
relates to nominations to Standing and Special Committees shall be submitted separately from any Report
dealing with other aspects of their remit.

10. The Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, in making their nominations, shall take due
cognisance of the recommendations of Presbyteries and shall (1) take special cognisance of the
recommendations of potential Committee members by the Presbyteries of which these men are members;
(2) have regard to fitness for the work of the particular Committee or Committees for which the persons are
to be nominated; (3) have regard to as even a distribution of influence as possible over the Church; (4) have
regard to economy in relation to the expense connected with attendance at meetings of Committees; (5) in
the specific case where no suitable eligible individual from a particular Presbytery or Synod is available to
be nominated to fill a particular vacancy on a Standing or Special Committee, it shall be competent for the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to nominate an individual from another Presbytery or
Synod, so as to ensure that a full complement of members is maintained on each Committee.

11. That it shall be competent for any Member of Assembly to move an amendment or amendments to the
recommendations of the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, provided that notice of such
amendment shall have been given to the Clerk of Assembly in writing, not later than the second last day of
the Assembly, and provided that such amendments are in accordance with the provisions of Standing
Orders V1.4.1-4 above.

12. That the appointment of Clerks to each Committee or Special Committee shall be made by the General
Assembly, such appointments being made with due regard to such special requirements as may be peculiar
to the Committees concerned and the suitability of the skills of the individual appointed. The Clerk
appointed need not be drawn from the membership of the Committee.
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13. That Advisers to Committees as detailed in Standing Order V1.2.2 above shall have entitlement to be
present at all meetings of Committee and shall have a right to participate in the deliberations of the
Committee but shall have no vote.

14. That each Standing and Special Committee shall produce and maintain an up-to-date Memorandum on
Procedure to serve as a guide to members as to how the Committee should proceed in terms of the Laws
and Practice of the Church.

15. That each Committee named in Standing Orders VI1.2.2 and VI.3.2 above shall, for the purposes of
legislation existing prior to the General Assembly of 2001, be deemed to be the Standing or Special
Committee the remit of which is included in the remit of the Committee referred to in Standing Order
VI.2.2 or V1.3.2 above.

16. That in the selection of Ministers and Elders to form any Ad hoc Special Committee, which is to report
to a subsequent Assembly, the Assembly shall not be restricted to its own members.

17. That when the appointment of an Ad hoc Special Committee has been resolved on, the Committee shall
not be nominated until the following day, except in cases the urgency of which does not admit of a day’s
delay.

18. That no Committee shall sit while the Moderator is in the Chair at any diet of the Assembly’s meeting.



