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THE PRINCIPAL

ACTS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (Continuing)

MAY MMXXII

CLASS | — ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE
BARRIER ACT

None

CLASS Il — ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST
TO THE CHURCH

Act | — Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen

(No 1 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™May 2022

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General
Assembly this 24th day of May 2022, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.
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We note, with gratitude to the Almighty, Your Majesty’s recovery from the occasional
ill-health which has troubled Your Majesty and we assure Your Majesty of the prayers
of Your Majesty’s loyal subjects within our denomination. We are also gratified that
Your Majesty has the assistance of Your Majesty’s son, His Royal Highness the Duke
of Rothesay, and Your Majesty’s grandson, His Royal Highness the Earl of Strathearn,
together with other members of Your Majesty’s family. We further assure Your Majesty
of our prayers for Your Majesty in the continued grieving of the past year for Your
Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh. We trust that Your Majesty has found comfort and strength in the One who
is the “God of all comfort.” We rejoice even in sorrow to know that there is One who
has defeated death, and offers eternal life to as many as believe in Him.

Throughout the last year many matters of serious concern have been experienced across
our beloved nation. We are thankful for the efforts made by Your Majesty’s
Government to limit the threat from the Covid-19 virus, and especially rejoice in the
lifting of restrictions relating to Public Worship. The example set by Your Majesty of
regular church attendance is one that we ardently pray would be followed by many
more across the nation, to hear the Word of Life. It remains our sad conviction that
despite such solemn warnings of Providence the nation has neither turned from its sins,
nor repented of its godlessness. It is the fear of the Ministers and Elders here gathered
that such a failure of repentance has consequences more serious and more lasting than
the pandemic itself.

In more recent months the nation has faced the threat of aggression from abroad, and
the support offered to Ukraine is morally commendable. The sad spectre of war is
surely one more cause for the nation to unite in prayer, and seek the protection of the
Almighty. In such politically divisive times the Ministers and Elders here gathered
assure Your Majesty that they would earnestly support Your Majesty in any National
Day of Prayer to meet the present crisis, believing such a day would be agreeable to
Your Majesty, beneficial for the nation and honouring to the Lord. Amos 5:4: “For
thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live.”

The establishment of true religion in our land is very precious to the Ministers and
Elders here gathered. We believe these matters to be precious also to Your Majesty,
knowing the esteem and sincerity in which Your Majesty has always held Your
Majesty’s coronation vows. The toleration of false religion grieves the Holy Spirit  of
God. In this we confess the sins and faults of the professing Church of Christ in the
land. The vacillations of the ministry, the absence of doctrinal care, and the lack of
pastoral compassion for immortal souls have all allowed the clear Gospel call of
salvation in Christ alone to become both muted and distorted. One of the blessings
of Your Majesty’s long life is that Your Majesty has known better days in our land.
One of the sadnesses must be witnessing the spiritual decline of the nation. 1
Corinthians 14:8: “For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself
to the battle?”
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Nonetheless the believer remains comforted by the promises of Scripture and the
certainty of the One who rules above all. Even in the most uncertain of times, Christ is
King, His Word is true, and His Return is fixed. We rejoice with Your Majesty in the
abiding truth of the Scriptures. 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God
standeth sure.”

We consider it our great honour thus to communicate with Your Majesty each year at our
General Assembly, and offer this Loyal and Dutiful Address as a ministration of the
Word and a counsel of true comfort from Christ, the only King and Head of the Church.

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

Act Il — Act anent Equal Dividend
(No 2 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £22,000 from 1st July 2022.

Act 11l — Act anent Funeral Grant (Resident Lay Agent
and Home Mission Worker)
(No 3 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme for a grant payment on the death of
Resident Lay Agents or Home Mission Workers as follows:

1. The recipient must have been an employee of the Scottish Free Church of Scotland
(Continuing) at date of decease;

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the relevant
Committee to the General Treasurer;

3. The Committee to provide the name and contact details of the executors of the estate
of the deceased,

4. The General Treasurer to arrange for payment via the relevant Standing Committee or
executors of the estate of the deceased,;
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5. The funeral grant to be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply Fees and
Expenses.

6. The General Assembly repeal Act XI, 1962 — Act anent Dependants of Lay Agents
or Retired Lay Agents on their death.

Act IV — Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Knock & Point
(No 4 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on the
Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVI1I1 1998
— Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a
settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 83% of Equal
Dividend.

Act V — Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of North Uist &
Grimsay
(No 5 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay continue on
the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII
1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject to the Congregation
promising to remit to Central Funds 74% of Equal Dividend.

Act VI — Act anent appointing General Assessors to
Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon
(No 6 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon
and grant its crave and appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James Maclnnes, Rev.
Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson General
Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon.
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Act VII — Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery
(No 7 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent
Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and
Rev. Henry J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery.

Act VIII — Act anent Consolidation of Congregations
of Bracadale and Duirinish
(No 8 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 24™ May 2022

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregations of Bracadale and
Duirinish and grant its crave and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the
Congregation of Duirnish with one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the
Congregation to be known henceforth as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of
Rev. Calum Smith.

Act IX — Act anent Appointment of Law Agent
(No 9 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly appoint Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, as the Church’s law
agents as from the rising of the Assembly.

Act X — Act anent denominational emblem
(No 10 of Class I1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the
Committee are recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads to
the General Assembly as the preferred option for the denominational emblem, and in
particular a new design produced by Rev. Henry Woods. They thank Mr Woods for his
work, approve the new design and recommend it for use in the Church.
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Act XI — Act anent denominational imprint
(No 11 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the
Committee are recommending ‘George Wishart Press’ to the General Assembly as the
preferred option for the denominational imprint. They approve ‘George Wishart Press’ as
the denominational imprint.

Act X1l — Act anent Admission of Rev. Stuart Farmes
(No 12 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly receive the Application from Rev Stuart Farmes and admit him as
an ordained minister of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) with effect from the
signing of the Formula, to be arranged by the Free Southern Presbytery. They instruct the
Clerk of Assembly to include Mr Farmes’ name on the Roll of Ministers without Charge
and to transfer it to the Register of Ministers Eligible for a Call on receipt of an extract
minute from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee certifying that he has
completed the prescribed studies in Scottish Church History & Church Principles and
Church Practice.

Act X1l — Act appointing Commission of Assembly
(No 13 of Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission
consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named
by the Moderator: - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to
the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their
number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at
Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at
seven o’clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and
convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly
fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and
finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall
be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything



12 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2022

contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General
Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church
do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.
Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to
particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal
concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby appointed that no
private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be
determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until
disapproved by the General Assembly. And further, the said Commission are hereby
empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for
raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned charges, for
consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas
and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any
reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and
ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the
suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to
Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.
And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any
other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned. And in
all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church
and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all
their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as
they shall see cause. And this Commission shall continue and endure until another
Commission is appointed. And members are required to attend the diets of the said
Commission.

Act XIV — Act appointing next General Assembly
(No 14 Class 1)
Edinburgh, 25" May 2022

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) to meet on Monday 22" May 2023 at 6 o’clock in the evening and
hereby empower the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to specify the
place of meeting.

Acts of the Commission of Assembly
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING),

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 23%° MAY MMXXI|I

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 23" day of May 2022 years at 6 o clock evening ~ Sess. 1.

Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet
this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Retiring
Moderator, who preached from 1 Timothy 3:15

But if | tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth.

the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having
been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as
follows:

WESTERN SYNOD

Outer Hebrides Presbytery

MINISTERS ELDERS
Mr James Clark, Harris Mr Donald Buchanan, 27 Upper Bayble,
Mr lain Smith, Harris (Rtd) Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0QH

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd) ~ Mr Colin Crichton, 11 Swordale, Point,
Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay Isle of Lewis, HS2 OPB
Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross Mr Donald MacDonald, 35 Anderson Road,
Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Scalpay Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2PG
Mr Donald Martin, 9a Branahuie,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BB
Dr Andrew |. Naylor, 18 Ferry Road,
Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA

13

2370 Mav
Monday

Evening

1. Assembly
Constituted

2. Roll of Assembly
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23" Mav
Monday

Evening

2. Roll of Assembly
(Cont.)

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

[2022

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron

MINISTERS

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd)

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort

Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree

Mr A. James Maclnnes, Lochalsh & Strath
Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish

Mr Thomas I. Budgen, Kilmuir & Stenscholl

ELDERS

Mr Alasdair MacDonald, 9 Sconser,

Isle of Skye, 148 8TD

Mr Donald A. Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’,
Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, 1V41 8PL

MAINLAND SYNOD

Inverness Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free
Greyfriars (Rtd)

Mr Daniel MacKinnon,

Kilmorack & Strathglass (Rtd)

Mr Henry J.T. Woods,

Kilmorack & Strathglass (Rtd)

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd)
Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores

Mr Murdo Maclver, Poolewe & Aultbea

ELDERS

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages,
Ardersier, Inverness, 1V2 7QS

Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive,
Inverness, 1IV4 4AND

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig,
Aultbea, 1V22 2JJ

Northern Presbytery

MINISTERS

Mr Thomas J. Buchanan, Brora

ELDERS

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen
Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, V17 0UJ



2022] THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 15

24%° MAY
Mond
Southern Presbytery _vonday
Evening
MINISTERS ELDERS 2. Roll of
Assembly (Cont.)

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland (Rtd) Mr Gordon Furzer, Hazelbank, Pirnmill,
Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd) Isle of Arran, KA27 8HP

Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd) Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd)  Edinburgh, EH7 6QS

Mr William Macleod, Knightswood (Rtd) Mr George McMillan, 18 Amochrie Drive,

Mr Graeme Craig, Ayr Paisley, PA2 OBE

Mr E. Trevor Kirkland, Mr Murray Mackay, 1 Lennox Road,
Ballyclare & Doagh Lennoxtown, Glasgow, G66 7THN

Mr James |. Gracie, Edinburgh, Dr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way,

Free St Columba’s Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD
Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,

Glasgow, G12 0ODU

Mr Alan Wilson, 13 Sandyhills Place,
Glasgow, G32 9PS

Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin Street,
Sandyhills, Glasgow, G32 9BB

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA

Presbytery of the United States of America

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) Mr Charles H. Greenewald, 5009 Limerick
Mr Robert D. McCurley, Greenville Lane, Flowery Branch, Georgia 30542, USA
Mr Gavin Beers, Mebane Mr Randall E. Taylor, 5021 Theiss Road,
Mr Brent C. Evans, Atlanta St Louis, Missouri 63128, USA

Mr Jonathan D. Mattull, St Louis Mr Wayne I. Vernon, Jr., 269 Garvin Road,

Liberty, South Carolina 29657, USA
Dr James Wanliss, 5 Wood Leaf Trail,
Travelers Rest, South Carolina 29690, USA

PRESBYTERY OF NAVARRE & ARAGON

MINISTERS ELDERS

Mr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Rubi
Mr Hugues Pierre, Pau

BY CERTIFICATE FROM
THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE

MINISTERS ELDERS
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3. Thanks

4. Election of
Moderator

5. Standing Orders

6. Committees to
Expedite Business
of the House
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Bills, Overtures,
etc. and Business
Committee

6b. Committee to
Prepare Loyal &
Dutiful Address

6c. Committee to
Visit Records
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and
his services in the Chair.

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved,
seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald, Minister at Cross,
to be their Moderator. Intimation of his appointment was then made to Mr MacDonald,
who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly.

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of
the House.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions &
Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of:

Messrs: Henry J. T. Woods, David M. Blunt, A. James Maclnnes, Timothy J. McGlynn,
James |. Gracie, Graeme Craig, and Murdo A.N. Macleod, Ministers; with Messrs
Andrew I. Naylor, and Lindsay MacCallum, Elders. Rev. David M. Blunt, Convener of
Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. A. James Maclnnes, Convener of Business
Committee.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her
Majesty The Queen consisting of:

Messrs: Greg MacDonald, William Macleod, David M. Blunt, Timothy J. McGlynn,
James I. Gracie, David S. Fraser, Kenneth M. Macdonald, Maurice J. Roberts, William B.
Scott, and John W. Keddie, Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant, George McMillan,
Alan Wilson, Donald Buchanan, James Millar, and Colin MacDonald, Elders. Rev. Greg
MacDonald, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod, Presbytery & Committee
Records consisting of:

Messrs: John Macleod, John W. Keddie, David M. Blunt, William Macleod, lain Smith,
Henry J.T. Woods, David S. Fraser, Murdo A. N. Macleod, Andrew R. Allan, Calum
Smith, Davide Ratti, Murdo Maclver, Thomas |. Budgen, Thomas J Buchanan, A. James
Maclnnes, and E. Trevor Kirkland, Ministers; with Messrs Donald Robertson, Ewan
Wilson, Donald MacDonald, Lindsay MacCallum, Andrew I. Naylor, Murray Mackay and
Glenn Fraser, Elders. Rev. Henry J. T. Woods, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that



2022]

THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING)

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers
& Elders consisting of:

Messrs: David S. Fraser, Murdo A. N. Macleod, and Thomas J. Buchanan, Ministers; with
Messrs Donald A. Robertson, Colin Crichton, Murdo MacDonald and Norman Smith,
Elders. Mr. Donald A. Robertson, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of:

Messrs: John W. Keddie, Calum Smith, E. Trevor Kirkland, David M. Blunt, Thomas I.
Budgen, Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, and Hugues Pierre, Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay

MacCallum, Glenn Fraser, Maurice Grant and Gordon Furzer, Elders.

Rev. John W.

Keddie, Convener.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Mr Donald John Morrison as Assembly Officer.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in
the hands of members, was referred to by the Acting Convener, who addressed the
Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of
the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee,
especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department;

The General Assembly welcome the appointment of Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod as
Assembly Office Manager and thank her for assistance in preparing and printing
documents for the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray for his continued willingness to
assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the
General Assembly;

The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie as Assistant Clerk pro tem, for
this Assembly;

The General Assembly record their thankfulness to the Most High for being able to
meet once more in person following the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic;

The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk,
Edinburgh, for again affording us the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank Mr Donald John Morrison, Assembly Officer, and his
assistants, for making their services available to the Assembly;

The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the
Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception;

17

23" May
Monday

Evening

6d. Committee to
Prepare Minute on
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Printing Acts of
Assembly
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Assembly Officer

8. Report of the
Assembly
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Committee (A)
Assembly
Arrangements

Finding
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23" MAY
Monday

Evening

8. Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (A)
Assembly
Arrangements
(Cont.)

9. Appointment of
Precentor

10. Order of the

Day — Presentation

of Awards
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The General Assembly approve of the arrangements made for the public broadcasting
of the Assembly;

The General Assembly note with approval the advice given anent Commissioners
who are not physically present in the Assembly and the decision to make no change
to the Standing Orders which allow only Commissioners physically present to
participate in the Assembly;

The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of
the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee
Conveners and Clerks;

The General Assembly note with interest the update on a possible location for storing
official records and other materials and encourage the Committee towards a final
resolution of this matter;

The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars, for
the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of
Assembly.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly appoint Mr Colin Crichton as Precentor.

There was an Order of the Day at 7.25 o’clock evening for the Presentation of the Sabbath

School & Bible Class Awards.

The following Award winner was introduced to the

Moderator, suitably addressed and presented with her award;

Hannah Keddie, Duthil-Dores Sabbath School Award

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9.30
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there Zf” '(\j/'AY
uesaa
the 24" day of May 2022 years at 9.30 o’clock forenoon  Sess. 2. ’

Forenoon

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 1. Assembly

Constituted
The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject 2. Moderator’s
Address
The Necessity of Pastoral Preaching
The Moderator was thanked for his address.
The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 3. Minutes

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures, 4. Report of
Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Convener in the following terms; ~ Committee on Bills,

Overtures, Petitions
& Commissions
At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on

Tuesday 24" May 2022 years, the Committee on
Bills, Overtures, Petitions and Commissions
appointed by the General Assembly met and was
constituted.

Report

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been received
and were in order and that all certificates were to hand with the exception of
Charles H. Greenwald, Donald Martin, Randall E. Taylor, Wayne I. Vernon and
James Wanliss.

2. The Committee had before them 10 Letters, 4 Petitions, 1 Report, 2
Supplementary Reports, an Appendix to the Psalmody Committee Report and
an Application for Admission. The Committee agreed to recommend that all
the papers be passed into the Assembly.

3. The Committee noted that the Application for Admission should be taken in
Private.

4. The meeting was closed with prayer.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures, etc. Finding
Committee;

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was 5. Report of Business

given in by the Convener. Committee
It was moved, seconded and agreed that
The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee. Finding

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 6. Loyal & Dutiful
Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the Address
Moderator. The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as

underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter

from the Clerk.
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Edinburgh 24™ May 2022
TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

May it please Your Majesty.

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in
General Assembly this 24th day of May 2022, humbly desire to express to Your
Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

We note, with gratitude to the Almighty, Your Majesty’s recovery from the occasional
ill-health which has troubled Your Majesty and we assure Your Majesty of the prayers
of Your Majesty’s loyal subjects within our denomination. We are also gratified that
Your Majesty has the assistance of Your Majesty’s son, His Royal Highness the
Duke of Rothesay, and Your Majesty’s grandson, His Royal Highness the Earl of
Strathearn, together with other members of Your Majesty’s family. We further assure
Your Majesty of our prayers for Your Majesty in the continued grieving of the past
year for Your Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh. We trust that Your Majesty has found comfort and strength in the
One who is the “God of all comfort.” We rejoice even in sorrow to know that there is
One who has defeated death, and offers eternal life to as many as believe in Him.

Throughout the last year many matters of serious concern have been experienced across
our beloved nation. We are thankful for the efforts made by Your Majesty’s
Government to limit the threat from the Covid-19 virus, and especially rejoice in the
lifting of restrictions relating to Public Worship. The example set by Your Majesty of
regular church attendance is one that we ardently pray would be followed by many
more across the nation, to  hear the Word of Life. It remains our sad conviction that
despite such solemn warnings of Providence the nation has neither turned from its sins,
nor repented of its godlessness. It is the fear of the Ministers and Elders here gathered
that such a failure of repentance has consequences more serious and more lasting than
the pandemic itself.

In more recent months the nation has faced the threat of aggression from abroad, and
the support offered to Ukraine is morally commendable. The sad spectre of war is
surely one more cause for the nation to unite in prayer, and seek the protection of the
Almighty. In such politically divisive times the Ministers and Elders here gathered
assure Your Majesty that they would earnestly support Your Majesty in any National
Day of Prayer to meet the present crisis, believing such a day would be agreeable to
Your Majesty, beneficial for the nation and honouring to the Lord. Amos 5:4: “For
thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live.”

The establishment of true religion in our land is very precious to the Ministers and
Elders here gathered. We believe these matters to be precious also to Your Majesty,
knowing the esteem and sincerity in which Your Majesty has always held Your
Majesty’s coronation vows. The toleration of false religion grieves the Holy Spirit  of
God. In this we confess the sins and faults of the professing Church of Christ in the land.
The vacillations of the ministry, the absence of doctrinal care, and the lack of pastoral
compassion for immortal souls have all allowed the clear Gospel call of salvation in
Christ alone to become both muted and distorted. One of the blessings of Your
Majesty’s long life is that Your Majesty has known better days in our land. One of
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the sadnesses must be witnessing the spiritual decline of the nation. 1 Corinthians 14:8:

“For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?”

Nonetheless the believer remains comforted by the promises of Scripture and the
certainty of the One who rules above all. Even in the most uncertain of times, Christ
is King, His Word is true, and His Return is fixed. We rejoice with Your Majesty in
the abiding truth of the Scriptures. 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God

standeth sure.”

We consider it our great honour thus to communicate with Your Majesty each year at our
General Assembly, and offer this Loyal and Dutiful Address as a ministration of the
Word and a counsel of true comfort from Christ, the only King and Head of the Church.

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened.
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical 7. Reportofthe

Committee on

Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the c.imenical

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

Relations

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Finding

Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, and especially the Convener and the

Clerk;

2. The General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between representatives of the
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Scotland and encourage the Committee to continue dialogue and to bring a finalised

report to the 2023 Assembly;

3. The General Assembly note that Rev. Greg MacDonald has agreed to represent the

Church at the upcoming Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland;

4. The General Assembly note their ongoing relationship with the Presbyterian Church

of Eastern Australia;

5. The General Assembly note that the proposed incorporation of the Australian Free
Church into the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) as an Australian Presbytery is
unlikely to promote but rather to hinder the realignment of the various reformed
confessional churches in Australia and therefore pass from the matter. Whilst
valuing highly their relationship with the Australian Free Church, they encourage
them to seek a closer relationship with the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia
and express their desire to do all in their power to seek the realignment of the
reformed confessional Churches in Australia and that the Lord would bless his cause

in that land;

6. The General Assembly encourage further dialogue between the Church and the
Presbyterian Reformed Church (USA) and instruct the Committee to report to the
2023 General Assembly on progress, including possible mature proposals relating to

future association;
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7. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Free Reformed
Churches of North America;

®

The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (North America);

The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Heritage
Reformed Congregations;

10. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Canadian
Reformed Churches;

11. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with Affinity and,
while aware of a change of structure in their Charitable Status, note that our
denomination still has a member on their ‘review committee’. The Assembly are
especially thankful to Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn for his continued work as the
Church’s representative on the Council of Affinity;

12. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with the International
Conference of Reformed Churches, and continue to pray and seek, where possible, to
contribute with it to the worldwide work of the Gospel. They appoint Rev. Kenneth
Macdonald and Rev. Graeme Craig as their delegates to the 2022 Meeting of the
ICRC in Windhoek, Namibia, in October 2022.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Australian Free Church.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Australian Free Church for their letter, assure them of
the Assembly’s appreciation of their fellowship in the Gospel and mutual desire to defend
the truth as asserted in the Westminster Standards, pray that the Lord would make them a
blessing to others, and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Associated Presbyterian
Churches.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Associated Presbyterian Churches for their letter,
encourage them to remain steadfast in the midst of the declension prevailing in the land,
and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Canadian Reformed
Churches.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter and for
their interest shown in the work and witness of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing),
pray the Lord’s blessing on their witness, and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Christelijke
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland for
their letter, pray that the Lord would strengthen the bonds between our Churches, and
reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church of Ireland.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland for their
letter and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the International Mission to
the Jewish People.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the International Mission to the Jewish People for their letter
and assure them of the Church’s commitment to pray for and support Gospel work
amongst the Jews, and rejoice to hear of the Lord using the work of the Mission to extend
his kingdom amongst the Jewish people.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Reformed Churches in
South Africa.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Reformed Churches in South Africa for their letter, pray
that the links between our Churches may be strengthened, and reciprocate Christian
greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America for
their letter and pray that the Lord would bless them in the work of his kingdom.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Southern Presbyterian
Church.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Southern Presbyterian Church for their letter, assure
them of the Assembly’s appreciation of the ongoing relationship between our two
Churches, and reciprocate Christian greetings.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Presbyterian Church of
Eastern Australia.
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly thank the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia for their letter,
encourage them to remain faithful in difficult days, and reciprocate Christian greetings.

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Mr Jonathan Winch  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England & Wales
Rev. Philip Moffett — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their
stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year;

The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty
God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year;

The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their
sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests, and other activities of
the denomination;

The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the
Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each Congregation to promote the benefits of using
the Scheme wherever possible;

The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation
Committee that the Draft Budget for 2023 be approved with a projected surplus of
£831;

The General Assembly note with concern the dramatic rise in the cost of living,
especially the escalating cost of energy, which has arisen from the current economic
crisis, and enjoin our people to make these developments a matter of prayer;

The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with
Stewardship and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met
over the past year;

The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt
submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer;

The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for
managing financial affairs at a Congregational level. They draw the attention of all
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the
accuracy of figures forwarded to them monthly by the Financial Administrator, with
specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December figures;

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £22,000 from 1st July 2022;

The General Assembly remind all Congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st
July 2022 for each minister is £26,581;

The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme for a grant payment on the
death of Resident Lay Agents or Home Mission Workers;

1. The recipient must have been an employee of the Scottish Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing) at date of decease;

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the
relevant Committee to the General Treasurer;

3. The Committee to provide the name and contact details of the executors of the
estate of the deceased;

4. The General Treasurer to arrange for payment via the relevant Standing
Committee or executors of the estate of the deceased,;

5. The funeral grant to be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply Fees
and Expenses.

6. The General Assembly repeal Act XI, 1962 — Act anent Dependants of Lay
Agents or Retired Lay Agents on their death.

The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each
month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible,
to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to
those Congregations who are servicing mortgage loans;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the provision of a new church
building for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation and look forward in anticipation to
the time when its doors will be open for the public worship of God;

The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in his providence the Bracadale
& Duirinish Congregation have paid off their mortgage loan held on the manse
property at ‘Loch Mor’, Struan, and that the process for transfer of title from the
denomination to local trustees can proceed;

The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the
continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his
duties in the past year;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her
diligence and efficiency over another year;

The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of
the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year;
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The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all our Congregations and
the challenges faced at local level;

. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act
XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from
commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to
Central Funds 83% of Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay
continue on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance
with Act XVI1I1 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject
to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 74% of Equal Dividend;

The General Assembly are thankful that the Congregation of Aberdeen are now on
the Equal Dividend Platform and note they are no longer under Special
Arrangements;

The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit
supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel,

The General Assembly note the retirement of Mr Donald A. Robertson from the post
of Resident Lay Agent on 31 March 2022; they thank him warmly for his diligence
over many years and wish him the Lord’s richest blessing in the days to come.

There was presented to the Moderator, Mr Donald A. Robertson, upon his retiral as
Resident Lay Agent. After expressing the gratitude of the Assembly and the Church at
large to Mr Robertson for his many years of faithful service as Resident Lay Agent the
Moderator presented him with a token of appreciation.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the General Trustees which, being
printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Chairman of the Trustees who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees
for their continuing work on behalf of the denomination;

The General Assembly note the successful sale of the dwelling house at Tain and
record their thanks to the Law Agents, MacKenzie & Cormack, and the late Mr John
Mackenzie for his assistance;

The General Assembly note the current position with regards to the Edinburgh,
Duthil-Dores and Bracadale & Duirinish Manses and encourage the General Trustees
to give all necessary assistance and advice to ensure transfer of titles as soon as
possible;

The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows:
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Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Murdo MacDonald,
Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas Maclnnes, Portree;
Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman);
Mr John N. Gillies, Partick;

The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees
and record their gratitude to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his
professional advice and assistance over the past year.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody
which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who
addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on
Psalmody and thank the Committee, and in particular the Convener and the Clerk, for
their diligence;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness the wide circulation of the Staff
Psalmody and the anticipation of another print run;

The General Assembly thank the Special Committee on Psalmody for making
available a booklet providing Classification of Metrical Psalm Tunes and commend
its circulation among Precentors and Congregations;

The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the
singing of praise in the Congregations;

The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue to
encourage and promote the principles and practice of Psalm singing wherever they
have opportunity;

The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries in the teaching of Psalm singing in
the Congregations within their bounds.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of
Navarre & Aragon anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23 May 2022.

The Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon humbly showeth that:

1.

Whereas the Presbytery has been recently erected and has only two Congregations;

Whereas the Presbytery has only two ministers in active service and one Elder within
the Bounds;

Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has, hitherto, been of immense
assistance in the effective functioning of Presbytery;

Wherefore
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May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint
General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon for the forthcoming year,
or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon
and grant its crave and appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James Maclnnes, Rev.
Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson General
Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern
Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23 May 2022, the Petition of the Free Northern
Presbytery humbly shows that:

1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted;
2. Whereas the Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds;

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has been of immense assistance in
the effective functioning of Presbytery;

Wherefore may it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration
and appoint General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year,
or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent
Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and
Rev. Henry J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern
Presbytery anent Presbytery Bounds in the following terms:

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23rd May 2022, the Petition of the Free Northern
Presbytery humbly sheweth that

1.  Whereas until recently the Free Northern Presbytery were able to function adequately
with the assistance of a small number of General Assessors;

2. Whereas in recent years the Preshytery have become severely depleted through the
passing of long-standing members of Presbytery; Whereas there are only two
sanctioned Charges within the Bounds of the Presbytery and there appears little
prospect of this changing in the near future;
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3. Whereas the Presbytery now recognise that the time has arrived for Preshytery
bounds to be realigned in the north of Scotland;

4.  Whereas it would seem prudent for a Committee of Assembly to consider, through
consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how Presbytery bounds might be
realigned in the north of Scotland for the better functioning of Church Courts in these
districts;

Wherefore may it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration
and direct the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to consider, in
consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how Presbytery bounds might be realigned in
the north of Scotland for the better functioning of Church Courts in these districts and
report to the 2023 General Assembly or do in their wisdom as they deem best

And your Petitioners will ever pray etc.
It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent
Presbytery Bounds and grant its crave and direct the Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee to consider, in consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how
Presbytery bounds might be realigned in the north of Scotland for the better functioning of
Church Courts in these districts and report to the 2023 General Assembly.

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Congregations of
Bracadale and Duirinish anent Consolidation, together with supporting documents in the
following terms:

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 23™ May 2022, the petition of the Congregation
of Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) sheweth that:

1.  Whereas in 2012 the Congregation of Bracadale was linked with Duirnish (Act I of
the Commission of Assembly October 2012 anent Linkage of Congregations of
Bracadale and Duirnish) with two Kirk Sessions and two Deacons’ Courts;

2. Whereas the Charge effectively functions as one Congregation;
3. Whereas both Kirk Sessions currently require General Assessors to function;

4. Whereas even should there be significant growth there is little likelihood of the
Congregations being able to be disjoined in the near future;

5. Whereas the administration of the Charge would be more efficient with one Kirk
Session and one Deacons’ Court;

6. Whereas there would be no change in the frequency or location of weekly services;
7. Whereas there would be no change in the pastoral care that is presently available;

8.  Whereas both Congregations, both Kirk Sessions, and Deacons’ Courts are
favourable;
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8. Whereas Presbytery have declared themselves favourable;

Wherefore may it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration
and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the Congregation of Duirinish with
one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the Congregation to be known henceforth
as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of Rev. Calum Smith.

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best.
And your petitioners will ever pray etc.

1.
EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SKYE & LOCHCARRON

At the Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Skeabost Bridge,
and by conference call, on Tuesday 28" September 2021
which day the Free Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron being
met and constituted.
Inter alia
There was submitted a Petition, with relevant documents from Bracadale Congregation
addressed to the forthcoming General Assembly seeking its permission to be consolidated
with Duirnish Congregation.
[Text of Petition follows]
It was moved, seconded and agreed that the Presbytery receive the Petition and transmit it
to the forthcoming General Assembly with a recommendation for favourable
consideration. Rev. Calum Smith was appointed to appear in support of the Petition.
Extracted from the Records of the Free Preshytery of Skye & Lochcarron by
Rev Murdo A.N. Macleod, Presbytery Clerk

2.
EXTRACT MINUTE OF BRACADALE KIRK SESSION
& CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on
the 20™ day of July 2021 the Bracadale Kirk Session met with
the Congregation and was constituted.
Inter alia
Following discussion and with the approval of the Congregation of Bracadale it was
agreed to forward a Petition and Extracts to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron
petitioning to unite Bracadale with Duirinish which is presently in a linkage with
Bracadale.
Extracted from the Records of the Bracadale Kirk Session by
Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk, Kirk Session.
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3.
EXTRACT MINUTE OF DUIRNISH KIRK SESSION
& CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on
the 20" day of July 2021 the Duirinish Kirk Session met with
the Congregation and was constituted.

Inter alia

It was agreed after some consideration and with the approval of the Congregation to send

a Petition and an Extract to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron petitioning to unite the

Congregation of Duirinish with Bracadale, which is presently a linked charge with
Bracadale.

Extracted from the Minutes of Duirnish Kirk Session by

Rev Calum Smith, Clerk, Kirk Session.

4.
EXTRACT MINUTE OF BRACADALE DEACONS’ COURT

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on
the 20" day of July 2021 the Bracadale Deacons’ Court met
and was constituted.

Inter alia

Following some discussion and having the approval of the Congregation it was agreed to

send a Petition and Extracts to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron petitioning that the

Congregation of Bracadale be united with the Congregation of Duirinish which is
presently in linkage with Bracadale.

Extracted from the Records of Bracadale Deacons’ Court by

Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk to Deacons’ Court

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregations of Bracadale and
Duirinish and grant its crave and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the
Congregation of Duirinish with one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the
Congregation to be known henceforth as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of
Rev. Calum Smith.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Legal Advice &
Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the
Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property
Committee and thank the Committee, and in particular the Convener and Clerk, for
their diligence;

2. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as they seek for the denomination to
be prescribed under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977,

3. The General Assembly appoint Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, as the Church’s law
agents as from the rising of the Assembly;
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4. The General Assembly, having overall responsibility for Safeguarding within the
Church, instruct the Committee to ensure that a thorough review of the Safeguarding
policy and practice is undertaken timeously for the 2023 General Assembly;

5. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review the role of the Panel of
Consultants anent Allegations of Sexual Impropriety involving Adults once the
safeguarding review is complete.

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of
Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms:

1. The Committee had before it the Records from the following: the Western Synod; the
Presbytery of Inverness, the Northern Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides,
the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron; the Finance & Sustentation Committee, the Legal
Advice & Property Committee, the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the
Publications Committee, the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, Home &
Foreign Missions Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee,
Ecumenical Relations Committee, Welfare of the Youth & Education Committee, Special
Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of General Trustees.

2. The following were found to be correct in form and substance and neatly kept, and the
Committee recommend attestation of the same: Western Synod; Presbytery of Inverness,
Northern Presbytery, Legal Advice & Property Committee, Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee, Publications Committee, Public Questions, Religion & Morals
Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee, Special Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of
General Trustees.

3. The following records were not to hand: Mainland Synod, Southern Presbytery,
Presbytery of the United States of America.

4. The following were also correct in form and substance and neatly kept (with some
exceptions) and it is recommended that attestation take place when the following minor
deficiencies are made good:

Ecumenical Relations Committee — unsigned minutes and one page of minutes missing
Home & Foreign Missions Committee — minutes not in book

Finance & Sustentation Committee — number of signatures missing

Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides — no record of approval of minute of 12" July 2019

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron — minute of 10" Sept 2019 inserted back to front
minute 23" Feb 2021 for ‘minutes approved’ - wrong date (should read 24" Nov 2020 not
19" Nov 2020)

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report;
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2. The General Assembly authorise the attestation of all the Records examined once the
deficiencies noted in the Report have been made good;

3.  The General Assembly direct the Mainland Synod, the Southern Presbytery, the
Presbytery of the United States of America to ensure that their records are presented
to the General Assembly 2023.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 24" day of May 2022 years at 6.30 o’clock evening ~ Sess. 3.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education
Committee which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

There was an Order of the Day at 6:45 o’clock evening for the Presentation of the Sabbath
School & Bible Class Awards. The following award winner was introduced to the
Moderator, suitably addressed and presented with her award:

Lydia MacDonald, Stornoway Bible Class Grade

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth &
Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-
convener;

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;

3. The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class
workbooks;

4. The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the
Sabbath Schools throughout the Church;

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and
marking the annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and
congratulate those who participated this year;

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and
encourage Kirk Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote
it; they congratulate those who successfully participated in the Diploma Scheme this
year;
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The General Assembly thank the Lord for the removal of restrictions on camps, thus

allowing the return of Youth Camps this year;

The General Assembly continue to encourage the Committee to do all it can to

support Christian Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;

Christian Schools or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly commend the ongoing efforts to establish an annual Youth

Conference and commend such efforts to the prayerful support of the wider Church.

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the

Assembly:

Rev. Craig Dennison ~ — Trinitarian Bible Society
Rev. lain Wright — Orthodox Presbyterian Church

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Denominational

Name which was given in by the Convener in the following terms:

The Report of the Ecumenical Relations Committee presented to the General
Assembly in May 2022 contained a proposal that the Assembly appoint a Special
Committee on the Name of the Church to evaluate the merit of a change of the
name of the denomination as a means to enhance the public witness of the Church
and improve the possibility of uniting like-minded brethren throughout the land
and beyond, to consult with Presbyteries thereanent, to develop proposals if it was
thought that such a change would be beneficial and report to the General Assembly
of 2022.

This proposal became the finding of the General Assembly and accordingly a
Special Committee anent Denominational Name was appointed consisting of the
Moderators of all Presbyteries of the Church together with the Moderator and
Principal Clerk of the Assembly, Mr lain A.C. MacPherson (Portree) and Alastair
Manderson, the Moderator of the Assembly, Convener and Principal Clerk as
Clerk to the Committee.

The Committee duly met and noted that the initial part of its remit involved a
consultation with Presbyteries. As responses from Presbyteries were returned it
became increasingly clear that the proposal had failed to find support across the
denomination. One presbytery found no merit in changing the denominational
name whilst another considered such a change had more demerits than merits. The
point was also made that considerable freedom already existed in the use of
alternative local names if desired.

In summary, no preshytery expressed any desire for change and on that basis the
Committee are recommending that no further action be taken and the Committee
be discharged.

Murdo A.N. Macleod, Convener
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 24™ May
Tuesday
1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Committee, Evening
especially the Convener and Clerk; 5. Report of the

Committee anent
Denominational

2. The General Assembly note that no presbytery expressed any desire to change the - (Cont)

name of the Church and resolve accordingly to pass from this matter; .
inding

3. The General Assembly discharge the Committee.

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Assembly 6. Supplementary

Report of the
Arrangements & Nominations Committee which was given in by the Convener in the Assemmy
following terms: Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee
Introduction
Report

At their meeting in June 2021 the Committee agreed to undertake a review of the
Assembly Committee Structure. This arose in response to the growing problem of
finding ministers and elders who are both able and willing to serve on Standing
Committees. In order to help stimulate discussion, the Conveners of Standing and
Special Committees were invited to a meeting held at Inverness. As a result of these
discussions a number of proposals were developed and circulated to Standing and
Special Committees in order to allow more mature consideration and attempt to
obtain as much consensus as possible.

The proposals are outlined below and the change to legislation is found in the
Proposed Deliverance.

Structure

The Committee gave consideration to reducing the total number of Committee
Groups from three to two. However, it was recognised that it was necessary to have
a structure in place in which the Finance & Sustentation Committee was in a
separate group to the other Standing Committees for the purposes of budgetary
approval and supervision. It was also considered necessary to maintain a separation
between the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Home &
Foreign Missions Committee principally as the latter acts in loci synodi for some
overseas students. In light of these considerations the Committee are recommending
that the current grouping of three Standing Committees be retained.

It was agreed to recommend the abolition of the Public Questions, Religion &
Morals Committee with the work formally undertaken by this Committee being
assigned to an individual, or individuals, operating alongside the denominational
Media Officer. This recommendation is not due to any disregard for the work of the
Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee but simply a reflection of the very
limited attention and response given to its work by those to whom its voice is
principally directed. It is doubtful that any of its concerns or recommendations are
ever noticed by those in authority in our nation; and whilst there is a place for a
public witness on the side of the Lord, a witness which is ineffective maybe needs to
be re-adjusted. Every year this Committee produces excellent Reports but it must be
questioned whether producing excellent Reports which are never considered beyond
our own circles is a good use of our limited time and energy. The Committee noted
that, following the consultation already referred to, the Public Questions, Religion
and Morals Committee were not in favour of this recommendation but resolved,
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24™ MAY nevertheless, to bring it to the Assembly and lay it before the Church as a practical
Tuesday response to our current circumstances.
Evening
6. Supplementary In the event of a Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee no longer being
ieportb(:fthe appointed it would result in only two Committees remaining on Group 2. Clearly
ssem . . . -
A,range%ents & this creates an imbalance as Group 3 has four Committees. In order to address this
Nominations it is recommended that the Committee on Ecumenical Relations be transferred to

Committee (Cont.)

Group 2.

Each Committee shall continue to be led by a Convener, assisted by a Vice-
convener with the further option of an Executive Committee should that be deemed
necessary. The present system of permanent Clerks for each Committee shall be
retained.

Membership

In order to make it easier to staff the Committees it is recommended that each
Group shall, in future, be composed of six members with one additional
representative from the Presbytery of the USA on Groups 2 and 3. The six
members drawn from the United Kingdom to be divided equally between the
Mainland Synod and the Western Synod and composed of an equal number of
ministers and elders. During the consultation it emerged that both the Finance &
Sustentation Committee and the Legal Advice & Property Committee were
opposed to any reduction in their numbers on the grounds that the nature of their
business required no fewer than the current numbers allow and as broad a spectrum
of opinion and experience as possible. Nevertheless, the Committee resolved, as
with the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, to bring their original
proposals to the General Assembly.

It is recommended that the normal period of service on Committees be reduced
from a maximum period of four years to a maximum period of three years on the
basis that, whilst a reduced membership would lead to a greater workload, the
period of service would be shorter. The same period of service shall apply to
Special Committees unless otherwise stipulated by the General Assembly. The
same rules for reappointment to Committees shall apply as at present.

The Committee are not recommending any changes to the role of Advisers to
Committees.

Meetings

Standing Committees shall continue to hold three principal meetings each year as
at present. The recent innovation whereby one of these meetings be held by
conference call shall be retained. The timetabling of meetings held by conference
call shall have a degree of flexibility whereby all the Committees in a Group are
not obliged to hold all their meetings on the same day and different Committees
could arrange to meet over more than one day if that were deemed appropriate.

Conclusion

Any changes approved by the General Assembly in May 2022 will be enacted
following the General Assembly of May 2023 and the Committee structure
outlined in the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Report [B] shall be
maintained for the forthcoming year.

A. James Maclnnes, Acting Convener
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It was moved and seconded that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee;

2. The General Assembly do hereby amend Standing Orders to read as follows from the
rising of the General Assembly in May 2023:

VI1.2. Standing Committees
1. That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups

2. That the Groups shall be arranged as follows:

Group 1:  Legal Advice & Property — Adviser: Principal Clerk

Finance & Sustentation — Adviser: General Treasurer,
Adviser: one of the General Trustees

Group 2:  Publications (including defence of Church Principles) — Editorial Team
as Advisers

Training of the Ministry & Admissions — Adviser:
Principal of the Seminary

Ecumenical Arrangements

Group 3  Welfare of Youth & Education — Adviser: Editor of The Explorer
Foreign & Home Missions

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations — Advisers:
Assistant Clerk of Assembly, Moderator of immediately preceding
Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly.

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the
General Assembly for the meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also
meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to those dates.

3. Each Group shall comprise six members, three Ministers and three Elders, one half of
whom shall be from each Synod, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable,
be represented on each group of Committees. In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall
include a Minister or Elder from the Presbytery of the USA.

4. That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve
on all the Committees of the Group.

5. That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener
of each Standing Committee, due regard being had to effective working and
continuity of policy. In the event of the death or resignation of the Convener of any
of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become the
Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his
succession to the position of Convener in the circumstances described above the
Committee shall forthwith appoint one of their number in room and place of the said
Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener so appointed by the
Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-
ensuing General Assembly.

37

24™ MAY
Tuesday

Evening

6. Supplementary
Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (Cont.)

First Motion



38

24™ MAY
Tuesday

Evening

6. Supplementary
Report of the
Assembly
Arrangements &
Nominations
Committee (Cont.)

Second Motion

Third Motion

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF [2022

V1.4. Nominations to Committees

1. That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in
normal conditions those who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire
annually, so that within three years the membership of each Committee shall be
changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for appointment
to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their
retirement aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a
member of a Committee before his three years’ service have expired, the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee are empowered to nominate to the
Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired
portion of the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed.

2. Although in terms of Standing Order V1.4.1 above, any individual who has served
on a group of Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of
Committees without a one-year break, that shall not preclude his potential eligibility
for service on another group of Committees following, though not concurrent with,
his service on the first group.

3. That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees
shall be intimated to the Convener of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations
Committee; that resignation from one Committee in a Group of Standing
Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that Group; and
that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason
to be stated by him to, and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations
Committee, have failed to attend any of the meetings of the relevant Committee
during the period between the last General Assembly and the meeting of the
Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing
Order V1.4.9 shall be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee.

4. That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing
Committees resigns his membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an
office-bearer of a Congregation within the Presbytery which he represented, then that
individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the Presbytery is
permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the
said Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly
Arrangements & Nominations Committee shall make recommendations with regard
to the filling of the vacancy as set out in paragraph V1.4.9. below. In such
circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by the
Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full three-year period.

5. In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his three-year
term of office, a replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements &
Nominations Committee and reported on to the ensuing General Assembly.

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph V1.2.2 of the Proposed Deliverance be amended to read (as in the current
Standing Orders)

It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraph VI1.2.3 of the proposed Deliverance be amended by the word three being
replaced by the word four throughout the paragraph.
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It was also moved and seconded that

Paragraphs V1.4.1 and V1.4.5 of the proposed Deliverance be amended by the word three
being replaced by the word four throughout the paragraphs.

On a vote being taken between the fourth motion and the first motion, the fourth motion
was declared carried by a majority.

On a vote being taken between the third motion and the first motion, the third motion was
declared carried by a majority.

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion
was declared carried by a majority.

Wherefore

Standing Order V1.2 and V1.4 remain unchanged.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9
o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed
with prayer.

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 25" day of May 2022 years at 9.00 o clock forenoon  Sess. 4.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following
took part at the request of the Moderator:

John W. Keddie, Donald Buchanan, Graeme Craig, Davide Ratti,
Gordon Furzer, James |. Gracie, Timothy McGlynn, Donald Robertson

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions,
Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by
the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions,
Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Clerks pro
tem, Convener, and Vice-convener;

The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people. They
continue to encourage the uptake of related matters by local Church courts, and note
the availability of the Committee to assist local courts where appropriate;
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The General Assembly note and approve of the Day of Humiliation and Prayer held
in December 2021 and thank all Congregations and people who sought mercy from
the Lord for both Church and nation;

The General Assembly join the Committee in continuing to commend the ‘Abort
Abortion’ campaign and assure Mr Donald John Morrison, Campaign Co-ordinator,
and other anti-abortion campaigners of the ongoing prayerful support of the Church.
They condemn the recent passing of permanent legislation making ‘“at-home”
abortion legal;

The General Assembly note the establishing of a sub-group dealing with matters
relating to the sanctity of the Lord’s Day. They readily commend the keeping of the
Lord’s Day to all our people and indeed to all mankind;

The General Assembly note continued concerns about the defunct Named Persons’
legislation being utilised in local authorities and instruct the Committee to clarify this
position;

The General Assembly express deep concern over proposed Gender Reform
legislation and decry the confusion sown in this area, especially amongst young
people in our society. They remain committed to the biblical pattern of male and
female, man and woman;

The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue to monitor plans for the
legalising of assisted suicide and report thereanent to the next General Assembly;

The General Assembly note with concern proposals to ban so-called Conversion
Therapy. They instruct the Committee to make all suitable representations objecting
to this proposal and report progress to the next General Assembly. Further, the
General Assembly affirm that no government has the right to interfere with the
calling of Christ’s Church to call sinners to repentance, and to counsel those who
struggle with temptation to sin;

The General Assembly note the continued monitoring of Covid-19 legislation as it
concerns churches by the Committee and encourage them to retain a watching brief
in this area;

The General Assembly deplore the loss of life caused by Russian aggression in
Ukraine. They urge our Congregations to be much in prayer for those suffering and
grieving as a result of the war in Ukraine;

The General Assembly note the further evidence of the hand of providence with the
fragility of European peace, and appeal to our governments, both at Holyrood and
Westminster, to call the nation to repent of its sin against the Lord, repeal ungodly
legislation, and seek mercy from the Lord Almighty.

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Rev. Stephen McCollum — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland
Mr Allan McCulloch — Scottish Reformation Society
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The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from the Members of the

House in the following terms:

To the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing):
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It is overtured from Members of the House that the following statement be adopted by this Overture

General Assembly and sent to the Church of Scotland, and that it also be issued to the

Press.

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met this 25th day of
May 2022 express their grave concern at decisions taken by the General Assembly of the

Church of Scotland.

1.The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to approve
the ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage Overture’, thus allowing ministers to
conduct same-sex ‘marriages’. They respectfully remind the Church of Scotland of

the following Biblical truths:

(i) Marriage is a divine institution established at creation and is to be between one

man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5,6).

(ii) Sexual relations belong only within the marriage union of one man and one
woman and any sexual relations outside of this union are sinful and not to be

approved (Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 1:9,10).

(iii) Sexual relations between persons of the same sex are condemned by God as
“abomination”, “vile affections”, “against nature” and “unseemly” (Leviticus

18:22; Romans 1:26,27).

(iv) A church which solemnises unions between two people of the same sex is
overturning God’s order, seeking to bless what He has cursed, and is deceiving
men and women, in affirming them in their sin rather than calling them to

repentance and faith in Jesus Christ for salvation (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

The Westminster Confession of Faith, the historic subordinate standard of the
reformed Church in Scotland, teaches the following on the doctrine of marriage,

which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief:

Marriage is to be between one man and one woman....Marriage was ordained for
the mutual help of husband and wife; for the increase of mankind with a legitimate
issue, and of the church with an holy seed; and for preventing of uncleanness (ch.

24:1,2).

2.The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to approve
the ‘Saint Margaret Declaration’, a further step in the pursuit of closer relations
with the Church of Rome. They respectfully point out to Church of Scotland the

following Biblical truths:

(i) There can be no unity or common witness and endeavour between Protestant
churches, which look to Scripture alone as their authority, and the Roman Catholic
Church, which looks to Scripture and Tradition for its authority (Isaiah 8:20; 2

Timothy 3:16,17).
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25™ MAy (if) The Roman Catholic Church emphatically rejects the doctrine that lies at the
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(iif) The papacy is revealed in Scripture to be the great enemy of our Lord Jesus
Christ, ever seeking to usurp His place as the sole King of the church and her only
lawgiver (Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4).

The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches the following on the doctrine of the
church, which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief:

There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ; nor can the Pope of
Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son
of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all that is
called God (ch. 25:6).

We pray that the Lord in His mercy will bring the professing church in our land
back to His Word, and grant our nation to enjoy once again the liberating heritage
of the glorious Reformation.

And we the undersigned ever pray

David M. Blunt, Andrew Naylor, James I. Gracie, A. James Maclnnes, Murray Mackay,
Thomas Buchanan, E. Trevor Kirkland.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

Finding The General Assembly receive the Overture from Members of the House anent Decisions
of the Church of Scotland, adopt the following statement and direct that it be sent to the
Church of Scotland, and that it also be issued to the Press.

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met this 25th
day of May 2022 express their grave concern at decisions taken by the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

1. The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to
approve the ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage Overture’, thus allowing
ministers to conduct same-sex ‘marriages’. They respectfully remind the Church of
Scotland of the following Biblical truths:

(i) Marriage is a divine institution established at creation and is to be between one
man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5,6).

(if) Sexual relations belong only within the marriage union of one man and one
woman and any sexual relations outside of this union are sinful and not to be
approved (Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 1:9,10).

(iii) Sexual relations between persons of the same sex are condemned by God as
“abomination”, “vile affections”, “against nature” and “unseemly” (Leviticus

18:22; Romans 1:26,27).

(iv) A church which solemnises unions between two people of the same sex is
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications,
which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who

overturning God’s order, seeking to bless what He has cursed, and is deceiving
men and women, in affirming them in their sin rather than calling them to
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ for salvation (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

The Westminster Confession of Faith, the historic subordinate standard of the
reformed Church in Scotland, teaches the following on the doctrine of marriage,
which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief:

Marriage is to be between one man and one woman....Marriage was ordained for
the mutual help of husband and wife; for the increase of mankind with a legitimate
issue, and of the church with an holy seed; and for preventing of uncleanness (ch.
24:1,2).

2. The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to
approve the ‘Saint Margaret Declaration’, a further step in the pursuit of closer
relations with the Church of Rome. They respectfully point out to Church of
Scotland the following Biblical truths:

(i) There can be no unity or common witness and endeavour between Protestant
churches, which look to Scripture alone as their authority, and the Roman Catholic
Church, which looks to Scripture and Tradition for its authority (Isaiah 8:20; 2
Timothy 3:16,17).

(ii) The Roman Catholic Church emphatically rejects the doctrine that lies at the
heart of the gospel and which makes it to be good news for sinners, namely
justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Romans 3:24;
Galatians 3:11; Romans 10:4).

(iii) The papacy is revealed in Scripture to be the great enemy of our Lord Jesus
Christ, ever seeking to usurp His place as the sole King of the church and her only
lawgiver (Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4).

The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches the following on the doctrine of the
church, which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief:

There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ; nor can the Pope of
Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son
of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all that is
called God (ch. 25:6).

We pray that the Lord in His mercy will bring the professing church in our land
back to His Word, and grant our nation to enjoy once again the liberating heritage
of the glorious Reformation.

addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on
Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener
and Clerk pro tem;
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The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Thomas Budgen for
their work as editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively;

The General Assembly thank Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. James Clark for their
work as assistant editors of the Free Church Witness. They note that Rev. Alasdair
J. Macleod has resigned as an assistant editor and thank him for his work over the
four years that he held the post. They note that the Committee have appointed
Rev. James Maclnnes to serve as an assistant editor for an initial period of three
years and welcome him to this role;

The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design
for his work on the design and layout of the Free Church Witness, The Explorer and
the Good News magazine;

The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s
magazines;

The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing
the puzzle page for The Explorer;

The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work;

The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean for the work he performed
over several years in reading the Church magazines to tape for the benefit of the
visually impaired, noting his willingness to do so again should the need arise;

The General Assembly note the further drop in subscriptions to the Witness and
encourage the Committee in the steps they are taking to increase its circulation;

The General Assembly note the new issue of the Good News magazine which was
published in December 2021. They thank the Witness editorial team for producing
it and all those who contributed articles. They encourage Congregations to make
use of the magazine in their evangelistic work and pray that the Lord would bless
its content to the good of many souls;

The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their efforts to gather feedback
on the content of the Witness magazine;

The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work as
Subscription Secretary for the magazines;

The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work as
Magazine Distributor;

The General Assembly note the information regarding the various titles in the
Finding Out About series and the need to prioritise some titles so that progress can
be made towards publication. They look forward to seeing the booklets on Elders
and Deacons in print soon, followed by the other titles, and pray that the Lord will
assist those authors who are still engaged in writing material for their titles;

The General Assembly note that a completed draft manuscript of the History of the
Division of 2000 with some new material added is now with the proof-readers and
members of the Committee. They urge the Committee to finish the remaining



2022]

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

41

4.2

4.3

THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING)

work on this publication as soon as possible and forward the manuscript to the
Legal Advice & Property Committee for their scrutiny;

The General Assembly note the further progress made in the preparation for
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publication in both digital and print form of the Subordinate Standards & Committeeon

Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland. They pray that the Lord
would assist Rev. John Keddie and direct the Committee as they work on this
important project;

The General Assembly note the ongoing preparation of a handbook on the
Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C);

The General Assembly note that further significant material is being added to the
document The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal. They urge the
Committee to bring this work to a completion as soon as is practicable and pray
that they will have success in obtaining financial support for this publication from
interested bodies;

The General Assembly note the Committee’s ongoing efforts to find someone to
take on permanent responsibility for the storage, distribution and retail of the
Committee’s stock of FC(C) publications. They pray that the Lord will provide a
suitable person to undertake this work;

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the
Committee are recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on
letterheads to the General Assembly as the preferred option for the denominational
emblem, and in particular a new design produced by Rev. Henry Woods. They
thank Mr Woods for his work, approve the new design and recommend it for use in
the Church;

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the
Committee are recommending ‘George Wishart Press’ to the General Assembly as
the preferred option for the denominational imprint. They approve ‘George
Wishart Press’ as the denominational imprint;

The General Assembly thank those who operate the present Church website,
especially Rev. Bert Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial
Overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan as Website Digital Content Editor. They also
thank those who have provided new material for the website during the past year;

The General Assembly are pleased that although work on preparing the new
Church website has taken much longer than expected the site is now close to being
launched (D.V.). They thank Mr Gerdt for his patient labours and members of the
Committee and others who have contributed to its development. They pray that the
Lord will bless the content of the site and encourage the Committee to make every
effort to ensure that new material is added regularly so that people visit frequently;

The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s Facebook page and
Twitter account have increased their following during the past year. They thank
Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital
Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content
Editor (Twitter platform) for their work in maintaining a presence for the Church
and a witness for the cause on social media;

Publications (Cont.)
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5 The General Assembly give thanks to God that the Spring Conference was able to
take place in April of this year, having been cancelled for the last two years due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. They urge ministers to promote the Conference and
encourage their people to attend;

o

The General Assembly note with interest the developments over the past year in
the various projects with which the Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery
of the United States are concerned. They commend the Committee for their
zealous efforts in promoting our Reformed and Presbyterian heritage and pray that
the Lord will grant them all necessary help in their endeavours;

7. The General Assembly note that work on the Annals of the Free Church of
Scotland continues to be hindered by difficulties arising from the Covid-19
pandemic. They commend Mr Maurice Grant for his diligence and pray that in the
Lord’s providence the Working Group on the Annals will be able to make progress
with this project soon;

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Media
Officer.

There was an Order of the Day at 2.45 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates.

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the
Assembly:

Rev. Roy Mohon
Rev Jason Tuinstra

— Presbyterian Reformed Church
— United Reformed Churches in North America

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates.

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry &
Admissions Committee, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to
by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry
& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and
Clerk;

2. The General Assembly thank the Principal and Lecturers of the Seminary for their
continued, innovative adaption of their tuition to the needs of our students and pray
for their continued strength for their vital service;

3. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the progress of overseas students
towards full enrolment into the prescribed training courses;

4. The General Assembly express their thanks to God for one new student accepted and
expected to begin his training in September, inst.?;

5. The General Assembly remind Ministers, Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries of the need
to adhere to the timetable set by the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee and that all Applications for Recognition as a Candidate for the Ministry
should be in the hands of the Clerk of the said Committee by the 1st January
preceding the anticipated commencement of studies at the Seminary;
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The General Assembly remind Presbyteries supporting Applications for Recognition
as a Candidate for the Ministry under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020 that they are
required to submit full information on such applicants’ previous theological training
when forwarding the Applications to the Clerk of the Committee;

The General Assembly note and approve of the way in which the Training of the
Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Seminary are currently applying Act X1X
2017 and Act VI 2020;

The General Assembly renew their appeal to our ministers to seek out men worthy to
serve in the ministry and to recommend that they apply for training.

The General Assembly met in Private.
The General Assembly took up consideration of an Application for Admission from Rev.
Stuart Farmes together with the Supplementary Report of the Training of the Ministry &

Admissions Committee.

The Clerk was instructed to keep a copy of the Application and the Supplementary Report
in retentis.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Training
of the Ministry and Admissions Committee, and thank the Committee, especially the
Convener,

2. The General Assembly receive the Application from Rev Stuart Farmes and admit

him as an ordained minister of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) with effect
from the signing of the Formula, to be arranged by the Free Southern Preshytery.
They instruct the Clerk of Assembly to include Mr Farmes’ name on the Roll of
Ministers without Charge and to transfer it to the Register of Ministers Eligible for a
Call on receipt of an extract minute from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions
Committee certifying that he has completed the prescribed studies in Scottish Church
History & Church Principles and Church Practice.

The General Assembly met in Open Court.
Mr Farmes was called to the Bar and this finding was intimated to him.

On the call of the Moderator, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods led the Assembly in prayer, seeking
God’s blessing on Mr Farmes.

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in Liberton Kirk at 6.30 o’clock
evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with
prayer.
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there
the 25" day of May 2022 years at 6.30 o clock evening ~ Sess. 5.

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises.

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign
Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the
Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent.

It was moved, seconded and agreed that

1.

10.

11.

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home &
Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk;

The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison,
for his continued faithful service and assistance. They commend Mr Morrison, his
wife and family to the prayers of the Church;

The General Assembly note the establishment of the Presbytery of Navarre &
Avragon, and pray for the work of the Gospel within its bounds;

The General Assembly note with thankfulness t