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T H E  P R I N C I PA L   

ACTS  

OF THE  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH  

OF SCOTLAND (Continuing) 

MAY MMXXII 

 

        

 

CLASS I  —  ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE  

BARRIER ACT 

 

None 

 

          

 

 

CLASS II  —  ACTS WHICH ARE OF GENERAL INTEREST  

TO THE CHURCH 

 

Act I  —  Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen 

(No 1 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24thMay 2022 

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal and Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in General 

Assembly this 24th day of May 2022, humbly desire to express to Your Majesty our 

continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 

ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
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We note, with gratitude to the Almighty, Your Majesty’s recovery from the occasional 

ill-health which has troubled Your Majesty and we assure Your Majesty of the prayers 

of Your Majesty’s loyal subjects within our denomination. We are also gratified that 

Your Majesty has the assistance of Your Majesty’s son, His Royal Highness the Duke 

of Rothesay, and Your Majesty’s grandson, His Royal Highness the Earl of Strathearn, 

together with other members of Your Majesty’s family. We further assure Your Majesty 

of our prayers for Your Majesty in the continued grieving of the past year for Your 

Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 

Edinburgh. We trust that Your Majesty has found comfort and strength in the One who 

is the “God of all comfort.” We rejoice even in sorrow to know that there is One who 

has defeated death, and offers eternal life to as many as believe in Him. 

Throughout the last year many matters of serious concern have been experienced across 

our beloved nation. We are thankful for the efforts made by Your Majesty’s 

Government to limit the threat from the Covid-19 virus, and especially rejoice in the 

lifting of restrictions relating to Public Worship. The example set by Your Majesty of 

regular church attendance is one that we ardently pray would be followed by many 

more across the nation, to hear the Word of Life. It remains our sad conviction that 

despite such solemn warnings of Providence the nation has neither turned from its sins, 

nor repented of its godlessness. It is the fear of the Ministers and Elders here gathered 

that such a failure of repentance has consequences more serious and more lasting than 

the pandemic itself. 

In more recent months the nation has faced the threat of aggression from abroad, and 

the support offered to Ukraine is morally commendable. The sad spectre of war is 

surely one more cause for the nation to unite in prayer, and seek the protection of the 

Almighty. In such politically divisive times the Ministers and Elders here gathered 

assure Your Majesty that they would earnestly support Your Majesty in any National 

Day of Prayer to meet the present crisis, believing such a day would be agreeable to 

Your Majesty, beneficial for the nation and honouring to the Lord. Amos 5:4: “For 

thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live.” 

The establishment of true religion in our land is very precious to the Ministers and 

Elders here gathered. We believe these matters to be precious also to Your Majesty, 

knowing the esteem and sincerity in which Your Majesty has always held Your 

Majesty’s coronation vows. The toleration of false religion grieves the Holy Spirit of 

God. In this we confess the sins and faults of the professing Church of Christ in the 

land. The vacillations of the ministry, the absence of doctrinal care, and the lack of 

pastoral compassion for immortal souls have all allowed the clear Gospel call of 

salvation in Christ alone to become both muted and distorted. One of the blessings 

of Your Majesty’s long life is that Your Majesty has known better days in our land. 

One of the sadnesses must be witnessing the spiritual decline of the nation. 1 

Corinthians 14:8: “For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself 

to the battle?” 
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Nonetheless the believer remains comforted by the promises of Scripture and the 

certainty of the One who rules above all. Even in the most uncertain of times, Christ is 

King, His Word is true, and His Return is fixed. We rejoice with Your Majesty in the 

abiding truth of the Scriptures. 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God 

standeth sure.” 

We consider it our great honour thus to communicate with Your Majesty each year at our 

General Assembly, and offer this Loyal and Dutiful Address as a ministration of the 

Word and a counsel of true comfort from Christ, the only King and Head of the Church. 

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 

     

Act II  —  Act anent Equal Dividend 

(No 2 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £22,000 from 1st July 2022. 

     

Act III  —  Act anent Funeral Grant (Resident Lay Agent  

and Home Mission Worker) 

(No 3 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme for a grant payment on the death of 

Resident Lay Agents or Home Mission Workers as follows:   

1. The recipient must have been an employee of the Scottish Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) at date of decease; 

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the relevant 

Committee to the General Treasurer; 

3. The Committee to provide the name and contact details of the executors of the estate 

of the deceased; 

4. The General Treasurer to arrange for payment via the relevant Standing Committee or 

executors of the estate of the deceased; 
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5. The funeral grant to be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply Fees and 

Expenses. 

6. The General Assembly repeal Act XI, 1962 — Act anent Dependants of Lay Agents 

or Retired Lay Agents on their death. 

     

Act IV  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Knock & Point 

(No 4 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on the 

Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 

— Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a 

settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 83% of Equal 

Dividend. 

     

Act V  —  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of North Uist & 

Grimsay 

(No 5 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay continue on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 

1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject to the Congregation 

promising to remit to Central Funds 74% of Equal Dividend. 

     

Act VI  —  Act anent appointing General Assessors to  

Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon 

(No 6 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon 

and grant its crave and appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James MacInnes, Rev. 

Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson General 

Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon. 
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Act VII  —  Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery 

(No 7 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and 

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 

     

Act VIII  —  Act anent Consolidation of Congregations  

of Bracadale and Duirinish 

(No 8 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 24th May 2022 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregations of Bracadale and 

Duirinish and grant its crave and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the 

Congregation of Duirnish with one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the 

Congregation to be known henceforth as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of 

Rev. Calum Smith. 

     

Act IX  —  Act anent Appointment of Law Agent 

(No 9 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly appoint Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, as the Church’s law 

agents as from the rising of the Assembly. 

     

Act X  —  Act anent denominational emblem 

(No 10 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the 

Committee are recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads to 

the General Assembly as the preferred option for the denominational emblem, and in 

particular a new design produced by Rev. Henry Woods.  They thank Mr Woods for his 

work, approve the new design and recommend it for use in the Church. 
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Act XI  —  Act anent denominational imprint 

(No 11 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the 

Committee are recommending ‘George Wishart Press’ to the General Assembly as the 

preferred option for the denominational imprint.  They approve ‘George Wishart Press’ as 

the denominational imprint. 

     

Act XII  —  Act anent Admission of Rev. Stuart Farmes 

(No 12 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly receive the Application from Rev Stuart Farmes and admit him as 

an ordained minister of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) with effect from the 

signing of the Formula, to be arranged by the Free Southern Presbytery.  They instruct the 

Clerk of Assembly to include Mr Farmes’ name on the Roll of Ministers without Charge 

and to transfer it to the Register of Ministers Eligible for a Call on receipt of an extract 

minute from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee certifying that he has 

completed the prescribed studies in Scottish Church History & Church Principles and 

Church Practice. 

     

Act XIII  —  Act appointing Commission of Assembly 

(No 13 of Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named 

by the Moderator: - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o’clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall 

be referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 
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contained in and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 

determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 

disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 

and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 

they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 

     

Act  XIV  —  Act appointing next General Assembly 

(No 14 Class II) 

Edinburgh, 25th May 2022 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) to meet on Monday 22nd May 2023 at 6 o’clock in the evening and 

hereby empower the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to specify the 

place of meeting. 

     

Acts of the Commission of Assembly 

ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2022] 13 

 

 

Which day the Ministers and Elders, Commissioners from Presbyteries appointed to meet 

this day, were convened, and after sermon from Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Retiring 

Moderator, who preached from 1 Timothy 3:15 

But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave  

thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,  

the pillar and ground of the truth. 

the General Assembly was duly constituted, and the names of Commissioners, having 

been presented in a printed list were acknowledged as correct and allowed to stand as 

follows: 

WESTERN SYNOD 

Outer Hebrides Presbytery 

 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING), 

HOLDEN AT EDINBURGH, 23RD MAY MMXXII 

 

 
 

 

 

1. Assembly 

Constituted 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2. Roll of Assembly 

 

23RD  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

                  the 23rd day of May 2022 years at 6 o’clock evening       Sess. 1. 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr James Clark, Harris 

Mr Iain Smith, Harris (Rtd) 

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Scalpay (Rtd) 

Mr David M. Blunt, North Uist & Grimsay 

Mr Greg MacDonald, Cross 

Mr Raymond A. Kemp, Scalpay 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Donald Buchanan, 27 Upper Bayble, 

Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0QH 

Mr Colin Crichton, 11 Swordale, Point, 

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0PB  

Mr Donald MacDonald, 35 Anderson Road, 

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2PG  

Mr Donald Martin, 9a Branahuie, 

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BB 

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, 18 Ferry Road, 

Leverburgh, Isle of Harris, HS5 3UA  
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2. Roll of Assembly 

(Cont.) 
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

23RD  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 
Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron 

MINISTERS 

Mr John W. Keddie, Bracadale (Rtd) 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, Snizort 

Mr Richard R. Ross, Portree 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath 

Mr Calum Smith, Bracadale & Duirinish 

Mr Thomas I. Budgen, Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

 

 

ELDERS 

Mr Alasdair MacDonald, 9 Sconser,  

Isle of Skye, IV48 8TD  

Mr Donald A. Robertson, ‘A Chomraich’, 

Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, IV41 8PL 

 

MAINLAND SYNOD  

Inverness Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

Mr Maurice J. Roberts, Inverness Free 

Greyfriars (Rtd) 

Mr Daniel MacKinnon,  

Kilmorack & Strathglass (Rtd) 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods,  

Kilmorack & Strathglass (Rtd) 

Mr John Macleod, Duthil-Dores (Rtd) 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Aberdeen 

Mr Davide Ratti, Duthil-Dores 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Poolewe & Aultbea  

ELDERS 

Mr Glenn Fraser, 7 Clephanton Cottages, 

Ardersier, Inverness, IV2 7QS 

Mr Colin MacDonald, 14 Glenburn Drive, 

Inverness, IV4 4ND 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, 4 Ormiscaig, 

Aultbea, IV22 2JJ 

 

Northern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

Mr Thomas J. Buchanan, Brora  

ELDERS 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 5 Salvesen 

Crescent, Alness, Ross-shire, IV17 0UJ 
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2. Roll of 

Assembly (Cont.) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

24RD  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 
Southern Presbytery 

MINISTERS 

Mr John A. Gillies, Partick Highland (Rtd) 

Mr David S. Fraser, Shettleston (Rtd) 

Mr William B. Scott, Dumfries (Rtd) 

Mr Donald N. MacLeod, Briton St (Rtd) 

Mr William Macleod, Knightswood (Rtd) 

Mr Graeme Craig, Ayr 

Mr E. Trevor Kirkland,  

Ballyclare & Doagh 

Mr James I. Gracie, Edinburgh,  

Free St Columba’s 

Mr Andrew R. Allan, Partick 

ELDERS 

Mr Gordon Furzer, Hazelbank, Pirnmill, 

Isle of Arran, KA27 8HP  

Mr Maurice Grant, 8 Nantwich Drive,  

Edinburgh, EH7 6QS 

Mr George McMillan, 18 Amochrie Drive, 

Paisley, PA2 0BE  

Mr Murray Mackay, 1 Lennox Road, 

Lennoxtown, Glasgow, G66 7HN  

Dr James Millar, 1 McAdam Way, 

Dalmellington, East Ayrshire, KA6 7FD 

Mr Norman Smith, 27 Ripon Drive,  

Glasgow, G12 0DU 

Mr Alan Wilson, 13 Sandyhills Place, 

Glasgow, G32 9PS 

Mr Ewan Wilson, 195 Killin Street, 

Sandyhills, Glasgow, G32 9BB  

SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA 

 

Presbytery of the United States of America 

 

MINISTERS 

 

Mr Warren E. Gardner, Atlanta (Rtd) 

Mr Robert D. McCurley, Greenville 

Mr Gavin Beers, Mebane 

Mr Brent C. Evans, Atlanta 

Mr Jonathan D. Mattull, St Louis 

 

ELDERS 

 

Mr Charles H. Greenewald, 5009 Limerick 

Lane, Flowery Branch, Georgia 30542, USA 

Mr Randall E. Taylor, 5021 Theiss Road, 

St Louis, Missouri 63128, USA 

Mr Wayne I. Vernon, Jr., 269 Garvin Road, 

Liberty, South Carolina 29657, USA  

Dr James Wanliss, 5 Wood Leaf Trail, 

Travelers Rest, South Carolina 29690, USA  

PRESBYTERY OF NAVARRE & ARAGON  

MINISTERS 

Mr Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, Rubí 

Mr Hugues Pierre, Pau  

ELDERS 

BY CERTIFICATE FROM  

THE HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

MINISTERS 

 

 

ELDERS 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly record their thanks to the Retiring Moderator for his sermon and 

his services in the Chair. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to elect a Moderator, when it was moved, 

seconded and agreed that the Assembly appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald, Minister at Cross, 

to be their Moderator.  Intimation of his appointment was then made to Mr MacDonald, 

who, having been introduced and welcomed, took the Chair and thanked the Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The Standing Orders as in the print be taken as the Standing Orders of this Assembly. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint Committees to expedite the business of 

the House. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Bills, Overtures, Petitions & 

Commissions and a Committee to arrange the Business of the House consisting of: 

Messrs: Henry J. T. Woods, David M. Blunt, A. James MacInnes, Timothy J. McGlynn, 

James I. Gracie, Graeme Craig, and Murdo A.N. Macleod, Ministers; with Messrs 

Andrew I. Naylor, and Lindsay MacCallum, Elders.  Rev. David M. Blunt, Convener of 

Bills, Overtures, etc. Committee and Rev. A. James MacInnes, Convener of Business 

Committee.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her 

Majesty The Queen consisting of: 

Messrs: Greg MacDonald, William Macleod, David M. Blunt, Timothy J. McGlynn, 

James I. Gracie, David S. Fraser, Kenneth M. Macdonald, Maurice J. Roberts, William B. 

Scott, and John W. Keddie, Ministers; with Messrs Maurice Grant, George McMillan, 

Alan Wilson, Donald Buchanan, James Millar, and Colin MacDonald, Elders.  Rev. Greg 

MacDonald, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee to visit Synod, Presbytery & Committee 

Records consisting of: 

Messrs: John Macleod, John W. Keddie, David M. Blunt, William Macleod, Iain Smith, 

Henry J.T. Woods, David S. Fraser, Murdo A. N. Macleod, Andrew R. Allan, Calum 

Smith, Davide Ratti, Murdo MacIver, Thomas I. Budgen, Thomas J Buchanan, A. James 

MacInnes, and E. Trevor Kirkland, Ministers; with Messrs Donald Robertson, Ewan 

Wilson, Donald MacDonald, Lindsay MacCallum, Andrew I. Naylor, Murray Mackay and 

Glenn Fraser, Elders.  Rev. Henry J. T. Woods, Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

 

3.  Thanks 
 

 

4.  Election of 

Moderator 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
5.  Standing Orders 

 
 

6.  Committees to 

Expedite Business 
of the House 

 

 
 

 

6a.  Committee on 

Bills, Overtures, 
etc. and Business 

Committee 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6b.  Committee to 

Prepare Loyal & 

Dutiful Address 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
6c.  Committee to 
Visit Records 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

23RD  MAY 

Monday 

Evening 
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The General Assembly appoint a Committee to prepare a Minute on Deceased Ministers 

& Elders consisting of: 

Messrs: David S. Fraser, Murdo A. N. Macleod, and Thomas J. Buchanan, Ministers; with 

Messrs Donald A. Robertson, Colin Crichton, Murdo MacDonald and Norman Smith, 

Elders.  Mr. Donald A. Robertson, Convener.  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint a Committee on Printing Acts of Assembly consisting of: 

Messrs: John W. Keddie, Calum Smith, E. Trevor Kirkland, David M. Blunt, Thomas I. 

Budgen, Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, and Hugues Pierre, Ministers; with Messrs Lindsay 

MacCallum, Glenn Fraser, Maurice Grant and Gordon Furzer, Elders.  Rev. John W. 

Keddie, Convener.   

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Mr Donald John Morrison as Assembly Officer. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations (A) Assembly Arrangements, which being printed and in 

the hands of members, was referred to by the Acting Convener, who addressed the 

Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of 

the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener and the Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the appointment of Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod as 

Assembly Office Manager and thank her for assistance in preparing and printing 

documents for the Assembly; 

3. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray for his continued willingness to 

assist in helping in the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the 

General Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie as Assistant Clerk pro tem, for 

this Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly record their thankfulness to the Most High for being able to 

meet once more in person following the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic; 

6. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, 

Edinburgh, for again affording us the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Donald John Morrison, Assembly Officer, and his 

assistants, for making their services available to the Assembly; 

8. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the 

Assembly itself and the Moderator’s reception; 
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9. The General Assembly approve of the arrangements made for the public broadcasting 

of the Assembly; 

10. The General Assembly note with approval the advice given anent Commissioners 

who are not physically present in the Assembly and the decision to make no change 

to the Standing Orders which allow only Commissioners physically present to 

participate in the Assembly; 

11. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of 

the various Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee 

Conveners and Clerks; 

12. The General Assembly note with interest the update on a possible location for storing 

official records and other materials and encourage the Committee towards a final 

resolution of this matter; 

13. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars, for 

the use of their Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of 

Assembly. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly appoint Mr Colin Crichton as Precentor. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.25 o’clock evening for the Presentation of the Sabbath 

School & Bible Class Awards.  The following Award winner was introduced to the 

Moderator, suitably addressed and presented with her award; 

Hannah Keddie, Duthil-Dores  Sabbath School Award 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Tuesday at 9.30 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

the 24th day of May 2022 years at 9.30 o’clock forenoon     Sess. 2. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The Moderator then addressed the Assembly on the subject  

The Necessity of Pastoral Preaching  

The Moderator was thanked for his address. 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunt were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Bills, Overtures, 

Petitions and Commissions which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there on 

Tuesday 24th May 2022 years, the Committee on 

Bills, Overtures, Petitions and Commissions 

appointed by the General Assembly met and was 

constituted. 

1. It was noted that all relevant Commissions from Presbyteries had been received 

and were in order and that all certificates were to hand with the exception of 

Charles H. Greenwald, Donald Martin, Randall E. Taylor, Wayne I. Vernon and 

James Wanliss. 

2. The Committee had before them 10 Letters, 4 Petitions, 1 Report, 2 

Supplementary Reports, an Appendix to the Psalmody Committee Report and 

an Application for Admission.  The Committee agreed to recommend that all 

the papers be passed into the Assembly. 

3. The Committee noted that the Application for Admission should be taken in 

Private. 

4. The meeting was closed with prayer. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Bills & Overtures, etc. 

Committee; 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Business Committee which was 

given in by the Convener. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Business Committee. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen, which was given in by the 

Moderator.  The Report was adopted and in accordance therewith, the Address as 

underwritten was agreed to and appointed to be duly signed and transmitted with a letter 

from the Clerk. 
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Edinburgh 24th May 2022 

TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly  

of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

May it please Your Majesty. 

We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met in 

General Assembly this 24th day of May 2022, humbly desire to express to Your 

Majesty our continuing loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne. 

We note, with gratitude to the Almighty, Your Majesty’s recovery from the occasional 

ill-health which has troubled Your Majesty and we assure Your Majesty of the prayers 

of Your Majesty’s loyal subjects within our denomination. We are also gratified that 

Your Majesty has the assistance of Your Majesty’s son, His Royal Highness the 

Duke of Rothesay, and Your Majesty’s grandson, His Royal Highness the Earl of 

Strathearn, together with other members of Your Majesty’s family. We further assure 

Your Majesty of our prayers for Your Majesty in the continued grieving of the past 

year for Your Majesty’s dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, 

Duke of Edinburgh. We trust that Your Majesty has found comfort and strength in the 

One who is the “God of all comfort.” We rejoice even in sorrow to know that there is 

One who has defeated death, and offers eternal life to as many as believe in Him. 

Throughout the last year many matters of serious concern have been experienced across 

our beloved nation. We are thankful for the efforts made by Your Majesty’s 

Government to limit the threat from the Covid-19 virus, and especially rejoice in the 

lifting of restrictions relating to Public Worship. The example set by Your Majesty of 

regular church attendance is one that we ardently pray would be followed by many 

more across the nation, to hear the Word of Life. It remains our sad conviction that 

despite such solemn warnings of Providence the nation has neither turned from its sins, 

nor repented of its godlessness. It is the fear of the Ministers and Elders here gathered 

that such a failure of repentance has consequences more serious and more lasting than 

the pandemic itself. 

In more recent months the nation has faced the threat of aggression from abroad, and 

the support offered to Ukraine is morally commendable. The sad spectre of war is 

surely one more cause for the nation to unite in prayer, and seek the protection of the 

Almighty. In such politically divisive times the Ministers and Elders here gathered 

assure Your Majesty that they would earnestly support Your Majesty in any National 

Day of Prayer to meet the present crisis, believing such a day would be agreeable to 

Your Majesty, beneficial for the nation and honouring to the Lord. Amos 5:4: “For 

thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live.” 

The establishment of true religion in our land is very precious to the Ministers and 

Elders here gathered. We believe these matters to be precious also to Your Majesty, 

knowing the esteem and sincerity in which Your Majesty has always held Your 

Majesty’s coronation vows. The toleration of false religion grieves the Holy Spirit of 

God. In this we confess the sins and faults of the professing Church of Christ in the land. 

The vacillations of the ministry, the absence of doctrinal care, and the lack of pastoral 

compassion for immortal souls have all allowed the clear Gospel call of salvation in 

Christ alone to become both muted and distorted. One of the blessings of Your 

Majesty’s long life is that Your Majesty has known better days in our land. One of 
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the sadnesses must be witnessing the spiritual decline of the nation.  1 Corinthians 14:8: 

“For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?” 

Nonetheless the believer remains comforted by the promises of Scripture and the 

certainty of the One who rules above all. Even in the most uncertain of times, Christ 

is King, His Word is true, and His Return is fixed. We rejoice with Your Majesty in 

the abiding truth of the Scriptures. 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God 

standeth sure.” 

We consider it our great honour thus to communicate with Your Majesty each year at our 

General Assembly, and offer this Loyal and Dutiful Address as a ministration of the 

Word and a counsel of true comfort from Christ, the only King and Head of the Church. 

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and all members of the Royal Family. 

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church 

of Scotland (Continuing) in General Assembly convened. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical 

Relations, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Ecumenical Relations and thank the Committee, and especially the Convener and the 

Clerk;  

2. The  General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between representatives of the 

Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 

Scotland and encourage the Committee to continue dialogue and to bring a finalised 

report to the 2023 Assembly; 

3. The General Assembly note that Rev. Greg MacDonald has agreed to represent the 

Church at the upcoming Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland; 

4. The General Assembly note their ongoing relationship with the Presbyterian Church 

of Eastern Australia; 

5. The General Assembly note that the proposed incorporation of the Australian Free 

Church into the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) as an Australian Presbytery is 

unlikely to promote but rather to hinder the realignment of the various reformed 

confessional churches in Australia and therefore pass from the matter.  Whilst 

valuing highly their relationship with the Australian Free Church, they encourage 

them to seek a closer relationship with the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia 

and express their desire to do all in their power to seek the realignment of the 

reformed confessional Churches in Australia and that the Lord would bless his cause 

in that land; 

6. The General Assembly encourage further dialogue between the Church and the 

Presbyterian Reformed Church (USA) and instruct the Committee to report to the 

2023 General Assembly on progress, including possible mature proposals relating to 

future association; 
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7. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Free Reformed 

Churches of North America; 

8. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church (North America); 

9. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Heritage 

Reformed Congregations;  

10. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Canadian 

Reformed Churches;  

11. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with Affinity and, 

while aware of a change of structure in their Charitable Status, note that our 

denomination still has a member on their ‘review committee’.  The Assembly are 

especially thankful to Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn for his continued work as the 

Church’s representative on the Council of Affinity; 

12. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with the International 

Conference of Reformed Churches, and continue to pray and seek, where possible, to 

contribute with it to the worldwide work of the Gospel.  They appoint Rev. Kenneth 

Macdonald and Rev. Graeme Craig as their delegates to the 2022 Meeting of the 

ICRC in Windhoek, Namibia, in October 2022. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Australian Free Church. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Australian Free Church for their letter, assure them of 

the Assembly’s appreciation of their fellowship in the Gospel and mutual desire to defend 

the truth as asserted in the Westminster Standards, pray that the Lord would make them a 

blessing to others, and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Associated Presbyterian 

Churches. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Associated Presbyterian Churches for their letter, 

encourage them to remain steadfast in the midst of the declension prevailing in the land, 

and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Canadian Reformed 

Churches. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Canadian Reformed Churches for their letter and for 

their interest shown in the work and witness of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), 

pray the Lord’s blessing on their witness, and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Christelijke 

Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland for 

their letter, pray that the Lord would strengthen the bonds between our Churches, and 

reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church of Ireland. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland for their 

letter and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the International Mission to 

the Jewish People. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the International Mission to the Jewish People for their letter 

and assure them of the Church’s commitment to pray for and support Gospel work 

amongst the Jews, and rejoice to hear of the Lord using the work of the Mission to extend 

his kingdom amongst the Jewish people. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Reformed Churches in 

South Africa. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Reformed Churches in South Africa for their letter, pray 

that the links between our Churches may be strengthened, and reciprocate Christian 

greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Reformed Presbyterian 

Church of North America. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America for 

their letter and pray that the Lord would bless them in the work of his kingdom. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Southern Presbyterian 

Church. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Southern Presbyterian Church for their letter, assure 

them of the Assembly’s appreciation of the ongoing relationship between our two 

Churches, and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a letter from the Presbyterian Church of 

Eastern Australia. 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly thank the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia for their letter, 

encourage them to remain faithful in difficult days, and reciprocate Christian greetings. 

There was an Order of the Day at 1.30 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Mr Jonathan Winch  — Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England & Wales 

Rev. Philip Moffett  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their 

stewardship of the financial affairs of the Church during the past year; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty 

God in the provision for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their 

sacrificial support of the Gospel ministry, missionary interests, and other activities of 

the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the 

Gift Aid Scheme and encourage each Congregation to promote the benefits of using 

the Scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee that the Draft Budget for 2023 be approved with a projected surplus of 

£831; 

6. The General Assembly note with concern the dramatic rise in the cost of living, 

especially the escalating cost of energy, which has arisen from the current economic 

crisis, and enjoin our people to make these developments a matter of prayer; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with 

Stewardship and note that all financial commitments to the Company have been met 

over the past year; 

8. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt 

submission of Statistical Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

9. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 

managing financial affairs at a Congregational level.  They draw the attention of all 
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Congregational Treasurers to the importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the 

accuracy of figures forwarded to them monthly by the Financial Administrator, with 

specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December figures; 

10. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £22,000 from 1st July 2022; 

11. The General Assembly remind all Congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st 

July 2022 for each minister is £26,581; 

12. The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme for a grant payment on the 

death of Resident Lay Agents or Home Mission Workers; 

1. The recipient must have been an employee of the Scottish Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) at date of decease; 

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the 

relevant Committee to the General Treasurer; 

3. The Committee to provide the name and contact details of the executors of the 

estate of the deceased; 

4. The General Treasurer to arrange for payment via the relevant Standing 

Committee or executors of the estate of the deceased; 

5. The funeral grant to be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply Fees 

and Expenses. 

6. The General Assembly repeal Act XI, 1962 — Act anent Dependants of Lay 

Agents or Retired Lay Agents on their death. 

13. The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each 

month, a minimum of 75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, 

to ensure financial support for the Gospel ministry; 

14. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to 

those Congregations who are servicing mortgage loans; 

15. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the provision of a new church 

building for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation and look forward in anticipation to 

the time when its doors will be open for the public worship of God; 

16. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in his providence the Bracadale 

& Duirinish Congregation have paid off their mortgage loan held on the manse 

property at ‘Loch Mor’, Struan, and that the process for transfer of title from the 

denomination to local trustees can proceed; 

17. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the 

continued dedication and professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his 

duties in the past year; 

18. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her 

diligence and efficiency over another year; 

19. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of 

the Church over the past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year; 
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20. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all our Congregations and 

the challenges faced at local level; 

21. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on 

the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act 

XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years from 

commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to 

Central Funds 83% of Equal Dividend; 

22. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay 

continue on the Equal Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance 

with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject 

to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 74% of Equal Dividend; 

23. The General Assembly are thankful that the Congregation of Aberdeen are now on 

the Equal Dividend Platform and note they are no longer under Special 

Arrangements; 

24. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit 

supply over the past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

25. The General Assembly note the retirement of Mr Donald A. Robertson from the post 

of Resident Lay Agent on 31 March 2022; they thank him warmly for his diligence 

over many years and wish him the Lord’s richest blessing in the days to come. 

There was presented to the Moderator, Mr Donald A. Robertson, upon his retiral as 

Resident Lay Agent.  After expressing the gratitude of the Assembly and the Church at 

large to Mr Robertson for his many years of faithful service as Resident Lay Agent the 

Moderator presented him with a token of appreciation. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the General Trustees which, being 

printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Chairman of the Trustees who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees 

for their continuing work on behalf of the denomination;  

2. The General Assembly note the successful sale of the dwelling house at Tain and 

record their thanks to the Law Agents, MacKenzie & Cormack, and the late Mr John 

Mackenzie for his assistance;  

3. The General Assembly note the current position with regards to the Edinburgh, 

Duthil-Dores and Bracadale & Duirinish Manses and encourage the General Trustees 

to give all necessary assistance and advice to ensure transfer of titles as soon as 

possible;  

4. The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows: 
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Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Murdo MacDonald, 

Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree; 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman); 

Mr John N. Gillies, Partick; 

5. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees 

and record their gratitude to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his 

professional advice and assistance over the past year. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody 

which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on 

Psalmody and thank the Committee, and in particular the Convener and the Clerk, for 

their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the wide circulation of the Staff 

Psalmody and the anticipation of another print run; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Special Committee on Psalmody for making 

available a booklet providing Classification of Metrical Psalm Tunes and commend 

its circulation among Precentors and Congregations; 

4. The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the 

singing of praise in the Congregations; 

5. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue to 

encourage and promote the principles and practice of Psalm singing wherever they 

have opportunity; 

6. The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries in the teaching of Psalm singing in 

the Congregations within their bounds. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Presbytery of 

Navarre & Aragon anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms: 

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23 May 2022.  

The Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon humbly showeth that: 

1. Whereas the Presbytery has been recently erected and has only two Congregations;  

2. Whereas the Presbytery has only two ministers in active service and one Elder within 

the Bounds; 

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has, hitherto, been of immense 

assistance in the effective functioning of Presbytery; 

Wherefore 
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May it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration and appoint 

General Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon for the forthcoming year, 

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon 

and grant its crave and appoint Rev. William B. Scott, Rev. A. James MacInnes, Rev. 

Graeme Craig, Rev. James Clark, Rev. Davide Ratti and Mr Alastair Manderson General 

Assessors to the Free Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern 

Presbytery anent Appointment of General Assessors in the following terms: 

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23rd May 2022, the Petition of the Free Northern 

Presbytery humbly shows that: 

1. Whereas the membership of the Presbytery has been severely depleted; 

2. Whereas the Presbytery has only one minister in active service within the Bounds; 

3. Whereas the appointment of General Assessors has been of immense assistance in 

the effective functioning of Presbytery; 

Wherefore may it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration 

and appoint General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery for the forthcoming year, 

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Appointment of Assessor Elders and grant its crave and appoint Rev. John W. Keddie and 

Rev. Henry J.T. Woods General Assessors to the Free Northern Presbytery. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Free Northern 

Presbytery anent Presbytery Bounds in the following terms: 

Unto the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on 23rd May 2022, the Petition of the Free Northern 

Presbytery humbly sheweth that  

1. Whereas until recently the Free Northern Presbytery were able to function adequately 

with the assistance of a small number of General Assessors;  

2. Whereas in recent years the Presbytery have become severely depleted through the 

passing of long-standing members of Presbytery; Whereas there are only two 

sanctioned Charges within the Bounds of the Presbytery and there appears little 

prospect of this changing in the near future;  
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3. Whereas the Presbytery now recognise that the time has arrived for Presbytery 

bounds to be realigned in the north of Scotland;  

4. Whereas it would seem prudent for a Committee of Assembly to consider, through 

consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how Presbytery bounds might be 

realigned in the north of Scotland for the better functioning of Church Courts in these 

districts;  

Wherefore may it please your venerable Court to take these premises into consideration 

and direct the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to consider, in 

consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how Presbytery bounds might be realigned in 

the north of Scotland for the better functioning of Church Courts in these districts and 

report to the 2023 General Assembly or do in their wisdom as they deem best  

And your Petitioners will ever pray etc. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Free Northern Presbytery anent 

Presbytery Bounds and grant its crave and direct the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee to consider, in consultation with the relevant Presbyteries, how 

Presbytery bounds might be realigned in the north of Scotland for the better functioning of 

Church Courts in these districts and report to the 2023 General Assembly. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of a Petition from the Congregations of 

Bracadale and Duirinish anent Consolidation, together with supporting documents in the 

following terms: 

Unto the Venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

indicted to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 23rd May 2022, the petition of the Congregation 

of Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) sheweth that: 

1. Whereas in 2012 the Congregation of Bracadale was linked with Duirnish (Act I of 

the Commission of Assembly October 2012 anent Linkage of Congregations of 

Bracadale and Duirnish) with two Kirk Sessions and two Deacons’ Courts;  

2. Whereas the Charge effectively functions as one Congregation;  

3. Whereas both Kirk Sessions currently require General Assessors to function;  

4. Whereas even should there be significant growth there is little likelihood of the 

Congregations being able to be disjoined in the near future;  

5. Whereas the administration of the Charge would be more efficient with one Kirk 

Session and one Deacons’ Court; 

6. Whereas there would be no change in the frequency or location of weekly services;  

7. Whereas there would be no change in the pastoral care that is presently available;  

8. Whereas both Congregations, both Kirk Sessions, and Deacons’ Courts are 

favourable;  
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16.  Petition from 

the Congregations’ 
of Bracadale and 

Duirinish anent 

Consolidation 
(Cont.) 

8. Whereas Presbytery have declared themselves favourable; 

Wherefore may it please your Venerable Court to take these premises into consideration 

and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the Congregation of Duirinish with 

one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the Congregation to be known henceforth 

as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of Rev. Calum Smith. 

Or do otherwise as in their wisdom they deem best. 

And your petitioners will ever pray etc. 

1. 

EXTRACT MINUTE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SKYE & LOCHCARRON 

At the Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Skeabost Bridge, 

and by conference call, on Tuesday 28th September 2021 

which day the Free Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron being 

met and constituted. 

Inter alia  

There was submitted a Petition, with relevant documents from Bracadale Congregation 

addressed to the forthcoming General Assembly seeking its permission to be consolidated 

with Duirnish Congregation.  

[Text of Petition follows] 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that the Presbytery receive the Petition and transmit it 

to the forthcoming General Assembly with a recommendation for favourable 

consideration.  Rev. Calum Smith was appointed to appear in support of the Petition. 

Extracted from the Records of the Free Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron by  

Rev Murdo A.N. Macleod, Presbytery Clerk 

 

. 

2. 

EXTRACT MINUTE OF BRACADALE KIRK SESSION  

& CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on 

the 20th day of July 2021 the Bracadale Kirk Session met with 

the Congregation and was constituted. 

Inter alia  

Following discussion and with the approval of the Congregation of Bracadale it was 

agreed to forward a Petition and Extracts to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron 

petitioning to unite Bracadale with Duirinish which is presently in a linkage with 

Bracadale. 

Extracted from the Records of the Bracadale Kirk Session by  

Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk, Kirk Session. 
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3. 

EXTRACT MINUTE OF DUIRNISH KIRK SESSION  

& CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on 

the 20th day of July 2021 the Duirinish Kirk Session met with 

the Congregation and was constituted. 

Inter alia  

It was agreed after some consideration and with the approval of the Congregation to send 

a Petition and an Extract to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron petitioning to unite the 

Congregation of Duirinish with Bracadale, which is presently a linked charge with 

Bracadale. 

Extracted from the Minutes of Duirnish Kirk Session by  

Rev Calum Smith, Clerk, Kirk Session. 

4. 

EXTRACT MINUTE OF BRACADALE DEACONS’ COURT 

 

At Struan and within Bracadale Free Church (Continuing) on 

the 20th day of July 2021 the Bracadale Deacons’ Court met 

and was constituted. 

Inter alia  

Following some discussion and having the approval of the Congregation it was agreed to 

send a Petition and Extracts to the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron petitioning that the 

Congregation of Bracadale be united with the Congregation of Duirinish which is 

presently in linkage with Bracadale. 

Extracted from the Records of Bracadale Deacons’ Court by  

Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk to Deacons’ Court 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly receive the Petition of the Congregations of Bracadale and 

Duirinish and grant its crave and consolidate the Congregation of Bracadale with the 

Congregation of Duirinish with one Kirk Session and one Deacons’ Court, with the 

Congregation to be known henceforth as Bracadale & Duirinish, under the pastorate of 

Rev. Calum Smith.   

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Legal Advice & 

Property, which being printed and in the hands of Members was referred to by the 

Convener who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property 

Committee and thank the Committee, and in particular the Convener and Clerk, for 

their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as they seek for the denomination to 

be prescribed under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977; 

3. The General Assembly appoint Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, as the Church’s law 

agents as from the rising of the Assembly;  
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4. The General Assembly, having overall responsibility for Safeguarding within the 

Church, instruct the Committee to ensure that a thorough review of the Safeguarding 

policy and practice is undertaken timeously for the 2023 General Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review the role of the Panel of 

Consultants anent Allegations of Sexual Impropriety involving Adults once the 

safeguarding review is complete. 

The Convener of the Business Committee made a Statement. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Visitation of 

Records which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

1. The Committee had before it the Records from the following:  the Western Synod; the 

Presbytery of Inverness, the Northern Presbytery, the Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides, 

the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron; the Finance & Sustentation Committee, the Legal 

Advice & Property Committee, the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, the 

Publications Committee, the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, 

Ecumenical Relations Committee, Welfare of the Youth & Education Committee, Special 

Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of General Trustees.  

2. The following were found to be correct in form and substance and neatly kept, and the 

Committee recommend attestation of the same: Western Synod; Presbytery of Inverness, 

Northern Presbytery, Legal Advice & Property Committee, Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee, Publications Committee, Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee, Special Committee on Psalmody, The College and the Board of 

General Trustees. 

3. The following records were not to hand: Mainland Synod, Southern Presbytery,  

Presbytery of the United States of America. 

4. The following were also correct in form and substance and neatly kept (with some 

exceptions) and it is recommended that attestation take place when the following minor 

deficiencies are made good:  

Ecumenical Relations Committee — unsigned minutes and one page of minutes missing 

Home & Foreign Missions Committee — minutes not in book 

Finance & Sustentation Committee — number of signatures missing 

Presbytery of the Outer Hebrides — no record of approval of minute of 12th July 2019 

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron — minute of 10th Sept 2019 inserted back to front 

minute 23rd Feb 2021 for ‘minutes approved’ - wrong date (should read 24th Nov 2020 not 

19th Nov 2020)  

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report; 
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2. The General Assembly authorise the attestation of all the Records examined once the 

deficiencies noted in the Report have been made good; 

3. The General Assembly direct the Mainland Synod, the Southern Presbytery, the 

Presbytery of the United States of America to ensure that their records are presented 

to the General Assembly 2023. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 

 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

the 24th day of May 2022 years at 6.30 o’clock evening     Sess. 3. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee which, being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

There was an Order of the Day at 6:45 o’clock evening for the Presentation of the Sabbath 

School & Bible Class Awards.  The following award winner was introduced to the 

Moderator, suitably addressed and presented with her award: 

Lydia MacDonald, Stornoway  Bible Class Grade 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & 

Education Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-

convener;  

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;  

3. The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class 

workbooks;  

4. The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the 

Sabbath Schools throughout the Church;  

5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and 

marking the annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;  

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and 

congratulate those who participated this year;  

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and 

encourage Kirk Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote 

it; they congratulate those who successfully participated in the Diploma Scheme this 

year;  
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8. The General Assembly thank the Lord for the removal of restrictions on camps, thus 

allowing the return of Youth Camps this year;  

9. The General Assembly continue to encourage the Committee to do all it can to 

support Christian Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;  

10. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian Education, whether 

Christian Schools or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church; 

11. The General Assembly commend the ongoing efforts to establish an annual Youth 

Conference and commend such efforts to the prayerful support of the wider Church.  

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Craig Dennison    — Trinitarian Bible Society 

Rev. Iain Wright           — Orthodox Presbyterian Church  

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee anent Denominational 

Name which was given in by the Convener in the following terms: 

The Report of the Ecumenical Relations Committee presented to the General 

Assembly in May 2022 contained a proposal that the Assembly appoint a Special 

Committee on the Name of the Church to evaluate the merit of a change of the 

name of the denomination as a means to enhance the public witness of the Church 

and improve the possibility of uniting like-minded brethren throughout the land 

and beyond, to consult with Presbyteries thereanent, to develop proposals if it was 

thought that such a change would be beneficial and report to the General Assembly 

of 2022. 

This proposal became the finding of the General Assembly and accordingly a 

Special Committee anent Denominational Name was appointed consisting of the 

Moderators of all Presbyteries of the Church together with the Moderator and 

Principal Clerk of the Assembly, Mr Iain A.C. MacPherson (Portree) and Alastair 

Manderson, the Moderator of the Assembly, Convener and Principal Clerk as 

Clerk to the Committee. 

The Committee duly met and noted that the initial part of its remit involved a 

consultation with Presbyteries.  As responses from Presbyteries were returned it 

became increasingly clear that the proposal had failed to find support across the 

denomination.  One presbytery found no merit in changing the denominational 

name whilst another considered such a change had more demerits than merits.  The 

point was also made that considerable freedom already existed in the use of 

alternative local names if desired.  

In summary, no presbytery expressed any desire for change and on that basis the 

Committee are recommending that no further action be taken and the Committee 

be discharged. 

Murdo A.N. Macleod,  Convener 
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It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly note that no presbytery expressed any desire to change the 

name of the Church and resolve accordingly to pass from this matter; 

3. The General Assembly discharge the Committee. 

The General Assembly then called for the Supplementary Report of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee which was given in by the Convener in the 

following terms: 

Introduction 

At their meeting in June 2021 the Committee agreed to undertake a review of the 

Assembly Committee Structure.  This arose in response to the growing problem of 

finding ministers and elders who are both able and willing to serve on Standing 

Committees.  In order to help stimulate discussion, the Conveners of Standing and 

Special Committees were invited to a meeting held at Inverness.  As a result of these 

discussions a number of proposals were developed and circulated to Standing and 

Special Committees in order to allow more mature consideration and attempt to 

obtain as much consensus as possible.  

The proposals are outlined below and the change to legislation is found in the 

Proposed Deliverance.  

Structure 

The Committee gave consideration to reducing the total number of Committee 

Groups from three to two.  However, it was recognised that it was necessary to have 

a structure in place in which the Finance & Sustentation Committee was in a 

separate group to the other Standing Committees for the purposes of budgetary 

approval and supervision.  It was also considered necessary to maintain a separation 

between the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Home & 

Foreign Missions Committee principally as the latter acts in loci synodi for some 

overseas students.  In light of these considerations the Committee are recommending 

that the current grouping of three Standing Committees be retained.  

It was agreed to recommend the abolition of the Public Questions, Religion & 

Morals Committee with the work formally undertaken by this Committee being 

assigned to an individual, or individuals, operating alongside the denominational 

Media Officer.  This recommendation is not due to any disregard for the work of the 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee but simply a reflection of the very 

limited attention and response given to its work by those to whom its voice is 

principally directed.  It is doubtful that any of its concerns or recommendations are 

ever noticed by those in authority in our nation; and whilst there is a place for a 

public witness on the side of the Lord, a witness which is ineffective maybe needs to 

be re-adjusted.  Every year this Committee produces excellent Reports but it must be 

questioned whether producing excellent Reports which are never considered beyond 

our own circles is a good use of our limited time and energy.  The Committee noted 

that, following the consultation already referred to, the Public Questions, Religion 

and Morals Committee were not in favour of this recommendation but resolved, 
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nevertheless, to bring it to the Assembly and lay it before the Church as a practical 

response to our current circumstances.  

In the event of a Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee no longer being 

appointed it would result in only two Committees remaining on Group 2.  Clearly 

this creates an imbalance as Group 3 has four Committees.  In order to address this 

it is recommended that the Committee on Ecumenical Relations be transferred to 

Group 2.  

Each Committee shall continue to be led by a Convener, assisted by a Vice-

convener with the further option of an Executive Committee should that be deemed 

necessary.  The present system of permanent Clerks for each Committee shall be 

retained.  

Membership 

In order to make it easier to staff the Committees it is recommended that each 

Group shall, in future, be composed of six members with one additional 

representative from the Presbytery of the USA on Groups 2 and 3.  The six 

members drawn from the United Kingdom to be divided equally between the 

Mainland Synod and the Western Synod and composed of an equal number of 

ministers and elders.  During the consultation it emerged that both the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee and the Legal Advice & Property Committee were 

opposed to any reduction in their numbers on the grounds that the nature of their 

business required no fewer than the current numbers allow and as broad a spectrum 

of opinion and experience as possible.  Nevertheless, the Committee resolved, as 

with the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee, to bring their original 

proposals to the General Assembly.  

It is recommended that the normal period of service on Committees be reduced 

from a maximum period of four years to a maximum period of three years on the 

basis that, whilst a reduced membership would lead to a greater workload, the 

period of service would be shorter.  The same period of service shall apply to 

Special Committees unless otherwise stipulated by the General Assembly.  The 

same rules for reappointment to Committees shall apply as at present.  

The Committee are not recommending any changes to the role of Advisers to 

Committees.  

Meetings 

Standing Committees shall continue to hold three principal meetings each year as 

at present.  The recent innovation whereby one of these meetings be held by 

conference call shall be retained.  The timetabling of meetings held by conference 

call shall have a degree of flexibility whereby all the Committees in a Group are 

not obliged to hold all their meetings on the same day and different Committees 

could arrange to meet over more than one day if that were deemed appropriate.  

Conclusion 

Any changes approved by the General Assembly in May 2022 will be enacted 

following the General Assembly of May 2023 and the Committee structure 

outlined in the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Report [B] shall be 

maintained for the forthcoming year.  

A. James MacInnes,  Acting Convener 
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It was moved and seconded that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee;  

2. The General Assembly do hereby amend Standing Orders to read as follows from the 

rising of the General Assembly in May 2023:  

VI.2. Standing Committees 

1.  That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups  

2.  That the Groups shall be arranged as follows:  

Group 1:  Legal Advice & Property — Adviser: Principal Clerk 

    Finance & Sustentation — Adviser: General Treasurer,  

               Adviser:  one of the General Trustees  

Group 2:  Publications (including defence of Church Principles) — Editorial Team 

    as Advisers  

    Training of the Ministry & Admissions — Adviser:  

    Principal of the Seminary  

    Ecumenical Arrangements  

Group 3  Welfare of Youth & Education — Adviser: Editor of The Explorer  

    Foreign & Home Missions  

    Assembly Arrangements & Nominations — Advisers:  

    Assistant Clerk of Assembly, Moderator of immediately preceding  

    Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly. 

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the 

General Assembly for the meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also 

meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to those dates.  

3. Each Group shall comprise six members, three Ministers and three Elders, one half of 

whom shall be from each Synod, and each Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, 

be represented on each group of Committees.  In addition Groups 2 and 3 shall 

include a Minister or Elder from the Presbytery of the USA.  

4. That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve 

on all the Committees of the Group.  

5. That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener 

of each Standing Committee, due regard being had to effective working and 

continuity of policy.  In the event of the death or resignation of the Convener of any 

of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become the 

Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his 

succession to the position of Convener in the circumstances described above the 

Committee shall forthwith appoint one of their number in room and place of the said 

Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener so appointed by the 

Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-

ensuing General Assembly. 
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VI.4. Nominations to Committees 

1.  That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in 

normal conditions those who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire 

annually, so that within three years the membership of each Committee shall be 

changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for appointment 

to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their 

retirement aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a 

member of a Committee before his three years’ service have expired, the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee are empowered to nominate to the 

Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired 

portion of the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed.  

2.  Although in terms of Standing Order VI.4.1 above, any individual who has served 

on a group of Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of 

Committees without a one-year break, that shall not preclude his potential eligibility 

for service on another group of Committees following, though not concurrent with, 

his service on the first group. 

3.  That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees 

shall be intimated to the Convener of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee; that resignation from one Committee in a Group of Standing 

Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that Group; and 

that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason 

to be stated by him to, and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee, have failed to attend any of the meetings of the relevant Committee 

during the period between the last General Assembly and the meeting of the 

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing 

Order VI.4.9 shall be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee.  

4.  That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing 

Committees resigns his membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an 

office-bearer of a Congregation within the Presbytery which he represented, then that 

individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the Presbytery is 

permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the 

said Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee shall make recommendations with regard 

to the filling of the vacancy as set out in paragraph VI.4.9. below.  In such 

circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by the 

Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full three-year period.  

5.  In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his three-year 

term of office, a replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee and reported on to the ensuing General Assembly. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

Paragraph VI.2.2 of the Proposed Deliverance be amended to read (as in the current 

Standing Orders) 

It was also moved and seconded that 

Paragraph VI.2.3 of the proposed Deliverance be amended by the word three being 

replaced by the word four throughout the paragraph. 

6.  Supplementary 

Report of the 
Assembly 

Arrangements & 

Nominations 
Committee (Cont.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Second Motion 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Third Motion 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

24TH  MAY 

Tuesday 

Evening 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2022] 39 

 

 

It was also moved and seconded that 

Paragraphs VI.4.1 and VI.4.5 of the proposed Deliverance be amended by the word three 

being replaced by the word four throughout the paragraphs. 

On a vote being taken between the fourth motion and the first motion, the fourth motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

On a vote being taken between the third motion and the first motion, the third motion was 

declared carried by a majority. 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

Standing Order VI.2 and VI.4 remain unchanged. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in this place on Wednesday at 9 

o’clock forenoon, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed 

with prayer. 

 

At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

the 25th day of May 2022 years at 9.00 o’clock forenoon     Sess. 4. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly continued to engage in devotional exercises, when the following 

took part at the request of the Moderator: 

John W. Keddie, Donald Buchanan, Graeme Craig, Davide Ratti, 

Gordon Furzer, James I. Gracie, Timothy McGlynn, Donald Robertson 

The Minutes of the previous day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by 

the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Clerks pro 

tem, Convener, and Vice-convener; 

2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They 

continue to encourage the uptake of related matters by local Church courts, and note 

the availability of the Committee to assist local courts where appropriate; 
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3. The General Assembly note and approve of the Day of Humiliation and Prayer held 

in December 2021 and thank all Congregations and people who sought mercy from 

the Lord for both Church and nation; 

4. The General Assembly join the Committee in continuing to commend the ‘Abort 

Abortion’ campaign and assure Mr Donald John Morrison, Campaign Co-ordinator, 

and other anti-abortion campaigners of the ongoing prayerful support of the Church.  

They condemn the recent passing of permanent legislation making “at-home” 

abortion legal; 

5. The General Assembly note the establishing of a sub-group dealing with matters 

relating to the sanctity of the Lord’s Day.  They readily commend the keeping of the 

Lord’s Day to all our people and indeed to all mankind; 

6. The General Assembly note continued concerns about the defunct Named Persons’ 

legislation being utilised in local authorities and instruct the Committee to clarify this 

position;  

7. The General Assembly express deep concern over proposed Gender Reform 

legislation and decry the confusion sown in this area, especially amongst young 

people in our society.  They remain committed to the biblical pattern of male and 

female, man and woman; 

8. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue to monitor plans for the 

legalising of assisted suicide and report thereanent to the next General Assembly; 

9. The General Assembly note with concern proposals to ban so-called Conversion 

Therapy.  They instruct the Committee to make all suitable representations objecting 

to this proposal and report progress to the next General Assembly.  Further, the 

General Assembly affirm that no government has the right to interfere with the 

calling of Christ’s Church to call sinners to repentance, and to counsel those who 

struggle with temptation to sin; 

10. The General Assembly note the continued monitoring of Covid-19 legislation as it 

concerns churches by the Committee and encourage them to retain a watching brief 

in this area; 

11. The General Assembly deplore the loss of life caused by Russian aggression in 

Ukraine.  They urge our Congregations to be much in prayer for those suffering and 

grieving as a result of the war in Ukraine; 

12. The General Assembly note the further evidence of the hand of providence with the 

fragility of European peace, and appeal to our governments, both at Holyrood and 

Westminster, to call the nation to repent of its sin against the Lord, repeal ungodly 

legislation, and seek mercy from the Lord Almighty. 

There was an Order of the Day at 11.30 o’clock forenoon for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Stephen McCollum  — Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 

Mr Allan McCulloch  — Scottish Reformation Society 
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The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Overture from the Members of the 

House in the following terms: 

To the venerable the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing): 

It is overtured from Members of the House that the following statement be adopted by this 

General Assembly and sent to the Church of Scotland, and that it also be issued to the 

Press. 

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met this 25th day of 

May 2022 express their grave concern at decisions taken by the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland. 

1.The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to approve 

the ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage Overture’, thus allowing ministers to 

conduct same-sex ‘marriages’. They respectfully remind the Church of Scotland of 

the following Biblical truths: 

(i) Marriage is a divine institution established at creation and is to be between one 

man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5,6). 

(ii) Sexual relations belong only within the marriage union of one man and one 

woman and any sexual relations outside of this union are sinful and not to be 

approved (Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 1:9,10). 

(iii) Sexual relations between persons of the same sex are condemned by God as 

“abomination”, “vile affections”, “against nature” and “unseemly” (Leviticus 

18:22; Romans 1:26,27). 

(iv) A church which solemnises unions between two people of the same sex is 

overturning God’s order, seeking to bless what He has cursed, and is deceiving 

men and women, in affirming them in their sin rather than calling them to 

repentance and faith in Jesus Christ for salvation (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, the historic subordinate standard of the 

reformed Church in Scotland, teaches the following on the doctrine of marriage, 

which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief: 

Marriage is to be between one man and one woman....Marriage was ordained for 

the mutual help of husband and wife; for the increase of mankind with a legitimate 

issue, and of the church with an holy seed; and for preventing of uncleanness (ch. 

24:1,2). 

2.The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to approve 

the ‘Saint Margaret Declaration’, a further step in the pursuit of closer relations 

with the Church of Rome. They respectfully point out to Church of Scotland the 

following Biblical truths: 

(i) There can be no unity or common witness and endeavour between Protestant 

churches, which look to Scripture alone as their authority, and the Roman Catholic 

Church, which looks to Scripture and Tradition for its authority (Isaiah 8:20; 2 

Timothy 3:16,17). 
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(ii) The Roman Catholic Church emphatically rejects the doctrine that lies at the 

heart of the gospel and which makes it to be good news for sinners, namely 

justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Romans 3:24; 

Galatians 3:11; Romans 10:4) 

(iii) The papacy is revealed in Scripture to be the great enemy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, ever seeking to usurp His place as the sole King of the church and her only 

lawgiver (Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches the following on the doctrine of the 

church, which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief: 

There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ; nor can the Pope of 

Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son 

of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all that is 

called God (ch. 25:6). 

We pray that the Lord in His mercy will bring the professing church in our land 

back to His Word, and grant our nation to enjoy once again the liberating heritage 

of the glorious Reformation. 

And we the undersigned ever pray 

David M. Blunt, Andrew Naylor, James I. Gracie, A. James MacInnes, Murray Mackay, 

Thomas Buchanan, E. Trevor Kirkland. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

The General Assembly receive the Overture from Members of the House anent Decisions 

of the Church of Scotland, adopt the following statement and direct that it be sent to the 

Church of Scotland, and that it also be issued to the Press. 

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) met this 25th 

day of May 2022 express their grave concern at decisions taken by the General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

1. The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to 

approve the ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage Overture’, thus allowing 

ministers to conduct same-sex ‘marriages’. They respectfully remind the Church of 

Scotland of the following Biblical truths: 

(i) Marriage is a divine institution established at creation and is to be between one 

man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5,6). 

(ii) Sexual relations belong only within the marriage union of one man and one 

woman and any sexual relations outside of this union are sinful and not to be 

approved (Galatians 5:19; 1 Timothy 1:9,10). 

(iii) Sexual relations between persons of the same sex are condemned by God as 

“abomination”, “vile affections”, “against nature” and “unseemly” (Leviticus 

18:22; Romans 1:26,27). 

(iv) A church which solemnises unions between two people of the same sex is 
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overturning God’s order, seeking to bless what He has cursed, and is deceiving 

men and women, in affirming them in their sin rather than calling them to 

repentance and faith in Jesus Christ for salvation (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, the historic subordinate standard of the 

reformed Church in Scotland, teaches the following on the doctrine of marriage, 

which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief: 

Marriage is to be between one man and one woman....Marriage was ordained for 

the mutual help of husband and wife; for the increase of mankind with a legitimate 

issue, and of the church with an holy seed; and for preventing of uncleanness (ch. 

24:1,2). 

2. The General Assembly deplore the decision of the Church of Scotland to 

approve the ‘Saint Margaret Declaration’, a further step in the pursuit of closer 

relations with the Church of Rome. They respectfully point out to Church of 

Scotland the following Biblical truths: 

(i) There can be no unity or common witness and endeavour between Protestant 

churches, which look to Scripture alone as their authority, and the Roman Catholic 

Church, which looks to Scripture and Tradition for its authority (Isaiah 8:20; 2 

Timothy 3:16,17). 

(ii) The Roman Catholic Church emphatically rejects the doctrine that lies at the 

heart of the gospel and which makes it to be good news for sinners, namely 

justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone (Romans 3:24; 

Galatians 3:11; Romans 10:4). 

(iii) The papacy is revealed in Scripture to be the great enemy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, ever seeking to usurp His place as the sole King of the church and her only 

lawgiver (Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3,4). 

The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches the following on the doctrine of the 

church, which we assert to be true to God’s Word and affirm as our belief: 

There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ; nor can the Pope of 

Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son 

of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all that is 

called God (ch. 25:6). 

We pray that the Lord in His mercy will bring the professing church in our land 

back to His Word, and grant our nation to enjoy once again the liberating heritage 

of the glorious Reformation. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Publications, 

which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the Convener, who 

addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on 

Publications and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener 

and Clerk pro tem; 
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2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Thomas Budgen for 

their work as editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively; 

2.2 The General Assembly thank Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. James Clark for their 

work as assistant editors of the Free Church Witness.  They note that Rev. Alasdair 

J. Macleod has resigned as an assistant editor and thank him for his work over the 

four years that he held the post.  They note that the Committee have appointed 

Rev. James MacInnes to serve as an assistant editor for an initial period of three 

years and welcome him to this role; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design 

for his work on the design and layout of the Free Church Witness, The Explorer and 

the Good News magazine; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s 

magazines; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing 

the puzzle page for The Explorer; 

2.6 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.7 The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean for the work he performed 

over several years in reading the Church magazines to tape for the benefit of the 

visually impaired, noting his willingness to do so again should the need arise; 

2.8 The General Assembly note the further drop in subscriptions to the Witness and 

encourage the Committee in the steps they are taking to increase its circulation; 

2.9 The General Assembly note the new issue of the Good News magazine which was 

published in December 2021.  They thank the Witness editorial team for producing 

it and all those who contributed articles.  They encourage Congregations to make 

use of the magazine in their evangelistic work and pray that the Lord would bless 

its content to the good of many souls; 

2.10 The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their efforts to gather feedback 

on the content of the Witness magazine; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work as 

Subscription Secretary for the magazines; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work as 

Magazine Distributor; 

3.1 The General Assembly note the information regarding the various titles in the 

Finding Out About series and the need to prioritise some titles so that progress can 

be made towards publication.  They look forward to seeing the booklets on Elders 

and Deacons in print soon, followed by the other titles, and pray that the Lord will 

assist those authors who are still engaged in writing material for their titles; 

3.2 The General Assembly note that a completed draft manuscript of the History of the 

Division of 2000 with some new material added is now with the proof-readers and 

members of the Committee.  They urge the Committee to finish the remaining 

7.  Report of the 

Committee on 
Publications (Cont.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

25TH  MAY 

Wednesday 

Forenoon 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2022] 45 

 

 

work on this publication as soon as possible and forward the manuscript to the 

Legal Advice & Property Committee for their scrutiny; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the further progress made in the preparation for 

publication in both digital and print form of the Subordinate Standards & 

Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland.  They pray that the Lord 

would assist Rev. John Keddie and direct the Committee as they work on this 

important project; 

3.4 The General Assembly note the ongoing preparation of a handbook on the 

Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C); 

3.5 The General Assembly note that further significant material is being added to the 

document The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal.  They urge the 

Committee to bring this work to a completion as soon as is practicable and pray 

that they will have success in obtaining financial support for this publication from 

interested bodies; 

3.6 The General Assembly note the Committee’s ongoing efforts to find someone to 

take on permanent responsibility for the storage, distribution and retail of the 

Committee’s stock of FC(C) publications.  They pray that the Lord will provide a 

suitable person to undertake this work; 

3.7 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the 

Committee are recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on 

letterheads to the General Assembly as the preferred option for the denominational 

emblem, and in particular a new design produced by Rev. Henry Woods.  They 

thank Mr Woods for his work, approve the new design and recommend it for use in 

the Church; 

3.8 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the 

Committee are recommending ‘George Wishart Press’ to the General Assembly as 

the preferred option for the denominational imprint.  They approve ‘George 

Wishart Press’ as the denominational imprint; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the present Church website, 

especially Rev. Bert Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial 

Overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan as Website Digital Content Editor.  They also 

thank those who have provided new material for the website during the past year; 

4.2 The General Assembly are pleased that although work on preparing the new 

Church website has taken much longer than expected the site is now close to being 

launched (D.V.).  They thank Mr Gerdt for his patient labours and members of the 

Committee and others who have contributed to its development.  They pray that the 

Lord will bless the content of the site and encourage the Committee to make every 

effort to ensure that new material is added regularly so that people visit frequently; 

4.3 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s Facebook page and 

Twitter account have increased their following during the past year.  They thank 

Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital 

Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content  

Editor (Twitter platform) for their work in maintaining a presence for the Church 

and a witness for the cause on social media; 
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5 The General Assembly give thanks to God that the Spring Conference was able to 

take place in April of this year, having been cancelled for the last two years due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  They urge ministers to promote the Conference and 

encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with interest the developments over the past year in 

the various projects with which the Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery 

of the United States are concerned.  They commend the Committee for their 

zealous efforts in promoting our Reformed and Presbyterian heritage and pray that 

the Lord will grant them all necessary help in their endeavours; 

7. The General Assembly note that work on the Annals of the Free Church of 

Scotland continues to be hindered by difficulties arising from the Covid-19 

pandemic.  They commend Mr Maurice Grant for his diligence and pray that in the 

Lord’s providence the Working Group on the Annals will be able to make progress 

with this project soon; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Media 

Officer. 

There was an Order of the Day at 2.45 o’clock evening for the reception of Delegates. 

The following Delegates were introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the 

Assembly: 

Rev. Roy Mohon  — Presbyterian Reformed Church  

Rev Jason Tuinstra  — United Reformed Churches in North America 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to the Delegates. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to 

by the Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry 

& Admissions Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and 

Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Principal and Lecturers of the Seminary for their 

continued, innovative adaption of their tuition to the needs of our students and pray 

for their continued strength for their vital service; 

3. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the progress of overseas students 

towards full enrolment into the prescribed training courses; 

4. The General Assembly express their thanks to God for one new student accepted and 

expected to begin his training in September, inst.?; 

5. The General Assembly remind Ministers, Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries of the need 

to adhere to the timetable set by the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee and that all Applications for Recognition as a Candidate for the Ministry 

should be in the hands of the Clerk of the said Committee by the 1st January 

preceding the anticipated commencement of studies at the Seminary; 
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6. The General Assembly remind Presbyteries supporting Applications for Recognition 

as a Candidate for the Ministry under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020 that they are 

required to submit full information on such applicants’ previous theological training 

when forwarding the Applications to the Clerk of the Committee; 

7. The General Assembly note and approve of the way in which the Training of the 

Ministry & Admissions Committee and the Seminary are currently applying Act XIX 

2017 and Act VI 2020; 

8. The General Assembly renew their appeal to our ministers to seek out men worthy to 

serve in the ministry and to recommend that they apply for training. 

The General Assembly met in Private. 

The General Assembly took up consideration of an Application for Admission from Rev. 

Stuart Farmes together with the Supplementary Report of the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee. 

The Clerk was instructed to keep a copy of the Application and the Supplementary Report 

in retentis. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Supplementary Report of the Training 

of the Ministry and Admissions Committee, and thank the Committee, especially the 

Convener; 

2. The General Assembly receive the Application from Rev Stuart Farmes and admit 

him as an ordained minister of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) with effect 

from the signing of the Formula, to be arranged by the Free Southern Presbytery.  

They instruct the Clerk of Assembly to include Mr Farmes’ name on the Roll of 

Ministers without Charge and to transfer it to the Register of Ministers Eligible for a 

Call on receipt of an extract minute from the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee certifying that he has completed the prescribed studies in Scottish Church 

History & Church Principles and Church Practice. 

The General Assembly met in Open Court. 

Mr Farmes was called to the Bar and this finding was intimated to him. 

On the call of the Moderator, Rev. Henry J.T. Woods led the Assembly in prayer, seeking 

God’s blessing on Mr Farmes. 

The General Assembly did then adjourn to meet again in Liberton Kirk at 6.30 o’clock 

evening, whereof public intimation having been given, the Sederunt was closed with 

prayer. 
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At Edinburgh and within Liberton Kirk there  

the 25th day of May 2022 years at 6.30 o’clock evening     Sess. 5. 

The General Assembly did again convene and was constituted with devotional exercises. 

The General Assembly called for the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign 

Missions, which being printed and in the hands of members, was referred to by the 

Convener, who addressed the Assembly thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & 

Foreign Missions, and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, 

for his continued faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his 

wife and family to the prayers of the Church; 

3. The General Assembly note the establishment of the Presbytery of Navarre & 

Aragon, and pray for the work of the Gospel within its bounds; 

4. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ordination and induction of Rev. 

Hugues Pierre to the Congregation of Pau, and commend Mr Pierre and the 

Congregation at Pau to the prayers of the Church; 

5. The General Assembly note the progress and developments of Spanish language 

online Theological Seminaries and pray that the Lord would use these facilities in the 

reformation of his Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the potential impact of ministers speaking at theological 

conferences and encourage any minister who might be invited to consider 

participating;  

7. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen in 

developing Christian Education in Zambia.  They affirm support for this vital work 

amongst the children in the Christian schools; 

8. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work 

in Sri Lanka under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  They commend him for his 

tireless service and commit both him and his wife, Dinogee, together with their 

daughter, Diyaththika, to the prayers of the Church; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the progress made in the building of a 

manse in Vavuniya and commend the project to the prayerful and practical support of 

the Church; 

10. The General Assembly continue to direct the Committee, in consultation with the 

Finance & Sustentation Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken to 

ensure an equitable pension provision is made for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan; 

11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon 

Christian Care for their generosity in support of the diaconal work of our Mission in 

Sri Lanka; 
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12. The General Assembly acknowledge the generous support provided directly to the 

Reformed Protestant Mission, Sri Lanka, that has enabled the recent building 

developments, and commend the ongoing work to the prayers and practical 

generosity of the Church;  

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation of Smiths 

Falls and commend its ongoing needs to the prayers of the Church; 

14. The General Assembly note the development of a new preaching station in Nuevo 

Laredo, Mexico, by the Presbytery of the United States of America and commend 

this work to the prayers of the Church; 

15. The General Assembly commend the Presbytery of the United States of America to 

the prayers of the Church as it investigates the possibility of establishing preaching 

stations in Greenville, Texas, and in Philadelphia;   

16. The General Assembly commend the work of International Mission to Jewish People 

(formerly Christian Witness to Israel) to the prayers and practical generosity of the 

Church. 

There was an Order of the Day at 7.30 o’clock evening for the reception of Missionary 

Delegates. 

Rev. Hugues Pierre, Pau, France, was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address 

the Assembly. 

Rev. A. James MacInnes, speaking on behalf of the Sri Lanka Mission, was introduced to 

the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly. 

Rev. Murdo A. N. Macleod, speaking on behalf of the Middle East Reformed Fellowship, 

was introduced to the Moderator and invited to address the Assembly. 

Mr. Donald John Morrison, Home Mission Worker, was introduced to the Moderator and 

invited to address the Assembly. 

The Moderator conveyed the thanks of the Assembly to each of the Delegates, and after 

devotional exercises Rev. David S. Fraser led the General Assembly in prayer. 

The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee (B) Nominations which, being printed and in the hands of 

members, was referred to by the Acting Convener who addressed the Assembly 

thereanent. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that  

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the 

Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, 

especially the Convener; 

2. The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these 

Committees in accordance with the printed lists: 
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 GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE & 

 PROPERTY 

 

Ministers  

Mr Raymond A. Kemp [4] 

Mr Thomas I. Budgen, Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3] 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Vice-convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [2] 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod (supernumerary) 

Convener, Finance & Sustentation 

Committee [1] 

Mr William B. Scott [1] 

Mr Iain Smith (supernumerary)  

Convener, Legal Advice & Property 

Committee [1] 

 

Elders 

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway) [3] 

Mr George MacMillan [3] 

Mr Colin Crichton [2] 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores) [2] 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

 

GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS 

 

Ministers 

Mr James Clark, Convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee [4] 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener, 

Publications Committee [3] 

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee [2] 

Mr Warren E. Gardner [1] 

Mr Calum Smith [1]  

 

Elders 

Mr Alan Wilson [4] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Vice-convener, 

Publications Committee and Vice-convener, 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee [3] 

Mr John M. King [3] 

Mr Donald A. Robertson, Vice-convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee [1] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [1]  

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee 

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 
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GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

Ministers 

Mr William Macleod [4] 

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and 

Vice-convener, Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee [3] 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener,  

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and Vice-convener, Ecumenical Relations 

Committee [3] 

Mr Gavin Beers [3] 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee and  

Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee [2] 

Elders 

Mr Calum Macleod, Convener, Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

[4] 

Mr Gordon Furzer [3] 

Mr Iain A.C. MacPherson [3] 

Mr Norman Smith, Vice-convener,  

Welfare of Youth & Education 

Committee [2] 

Mr James Wanliss [1] 

The Editor of the Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly 

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee   

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

Ministers 

Mr William B. Scott, Convener [4] 

Mr Calum Smith, Vice-convener [4] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Martin [4] 

Mr Derek W. Maclean [3] 

Mr Christopher Reeder [3] 

Mr Graham Sinclair [3]  

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows: 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee on Printing Acts of 

Assembly, which was given in by the Convener and adopted as follows: 

Class I  ACTS WHICH HAVE PASSED THE BARRIER ACT 

None. 

Class II ACTS OF GENERAL INTEREST TO THE CHURCH 

Act I  Act anent Loyal and Dutiful Address to Her Majesty The Queen. 

Act II  Act anent Equal Dividend 

Act III  Act anent Funeral Grant (Resident Lay Agent and Home Mission Worker) 

Act IV  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of Knock and Point     

Act V  Act anent Special Arrangements for Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay 

Act VI  Act anent appointing General Assessors to Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon  

Act VII Act anent appointing General Assessors to Free Northern Presbytery 

Act VIII Act anent Consolidation of Congregations of Bracadale and Duirinish 

Act IX  Act anent Appointment of Law Agent 

Act X  Act anent Denominational Emblem 

Act XI  Act anent Denominational Imprint 

Act XI I Act Anent Admission of Rev. Stuart Farmes 

Act XIII Act appointing Commission of Assembly 

Act XIV Act appointing next General Assembly 
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Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Dr Andrew I. Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Chairman 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr John N. Gillies (Southern Presbytery) 
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The General Assembly then called for the Report of the Committee appointed to prepare a 

Minute anent Deceased Ministers and Elders which was submitted by the Convener, 

approved and ordered to be engrossed as follows: 

It is with deep regret that the General Assembly record the death of the following Elders: 

Mainland Synod 

John MacKenzie, Assynt & Scourie  

William Hugh Murray, Brora 

Donald Hamish MacDonald, Kilmorack & Strathglass 

Western Synod 

Malcolm Fox, Duirinish 

Protestations were called for but none was given in. 

The General Assembly then proceeded to appoint their Commission. 

It was moved, seconded and agreed that 

The General Assembly did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint a Commission 

consisting of all members of Assembly, with the addition of Rev. John Morrison named 

by the Moderator : - TO BE A COMMISSION of this General Assembly with power to 

the said Commission or their quorum which is declared to be any fifteen or more of their 

number, whereof eight at least are always to be Ministers, to meet and convene at 

Inverness on the first Tuesday of October and the first Tuesday of March next to come at 

seven o’clock in the evening, and oftener when and where they shall think fit and 

convenient, and with power to choose their own Moderator: and the General Assembly 

fully empower the said Commission or their quorum above-mentioned to cognosce and 

finally determine as they shall see cause in every matter referred to them or which shall be 

referred to them by or in virtue of any Act or Order of the Assembly, and everything 

contained in, and conform to the instruction given, or to be given, by the General 

Assembly, and to advert to the interests of the Church on every occasion, that the Church 

do not suffer, or sustain any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be answerable.  

Provided always that, save as hereafter stated, this general clause be not extended to 

particular affairs as processes before Synods or Presbyteries that are not of universal 

concern to, or influence upon, the whole Church.  And it is hereby appointed that no 

private processes be determined except at the stated diets and that what shall be 

determined at one diet of the Commission with relation to private causes, shall be 

unalterable by any other diet thereof, and shall stand and continue in force until 

disapproved by the General Assembly.  And further, the said Commission are hereby 

empowered to receive and fully dispose of applications that may be forwarded to them for 

raising preaching stations or suppressed charges to fully sanctioned, charges, for 

consolidating congregations into one charge, for the appointment of Ministers Overseas 

and Foreign Missionaries, in the Mission Fields of the Church, and to receive any 

reference and appeal that shall be made to them from Synods in matters of doctrine, and 

ripen such affairs for next General Assembly and to contribute what they can to the 

suppression of vice and immorality, and to give all needful advice and assistance to 

Synods, Presbyteries and Committees of Assembly upon application to them for that end.  

And the said Commission are hereby strictly prohibited and discharged to meddle in any 

other matters than what are committed and referred to them as above-mentioned.  And in 

all their actings they are to proceed according to the Acts and Constitution of this Church 

and do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the same, declaring that, and for all 

their actings, they shall be accountable to and censurable by next General Assembly, as 
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they shall see cause.  And this Commission shall continue and endure until another 

Commission is appointed.  And members are required to attend the diets of the said 

Commission. 

The thanks of the General Assembly were accorded to the Moderator for the excellent 

manner in which he discharged the duties of the Chair; to Rev. Murdo A.N. MacLeod for 

his assistance to the Moderator; to the Principal Clerk and to Rev. James I. Gracie, 

Assistant Clerk pro tem; to Rev. A. James MacInnes as Convener of the Business 

Committee; to Messrs Colin Crichton and Murray Mackay, Precentors; to Mr Donald 

John Morrison, Assembly Officer, and his assistants Mr David Craig and Mr Thomas 

Craig; to Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod, Assembly Office Manager, and Mr Murdo Murray for 

secretarial work before and during the Assembly; to Mr Richard Rowley for transport 

services; to Miss Joan MacDonald, Inverness, for her skills in scripting the Loyal & 

Dutiful Address; to Kirkgate Cafe and The Steading for catering services; to Rev. Andrew 

Allan for photographic services; to Rev. James I. Gracie for liaison work, provision of 

communication facilities and assistance with many practical details; to Rev Murdo A.N. 

Macleod, for liaison with the Media; to Liberton Kirk for their kind welcome and for the 

use of their buildings; and to Mrs Edna Mathews, Facilities Manager of Liberton Kirk for 

her willingness, beyond the call of duty, to assist in whatever way possible; to all who 

extended hospitality to Members of the General Assembly; and to the Christian Public for 

their support. 

The General Assembly proceeded to appoint the time and place of the next General 

Assembly. 

It was moved and seconded that 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to meet in Edinburgh on Monday 22nd May 2023 years at 6 o’clock in the 

evening. 

It was also moved and seconded that 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to meet on Monday 22nd May 2023 at 6 o’clock in the evening and hereby 

empower the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to specify the place of 

meeting. 

On a vote being taken between the second motion and the first motion, the second motion 

was declared carried by a majority. 

Wherefore 

The General Assembly appoint the next General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) to meet on Monday 22nd May 2023 at 6 o’clock in the evening and hereby 

empower the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to specify the place of 

meeting. 

The Minutes of this day’s Sederunts were read and approved. 

The General Assembly was dissolved with prayer, the singing of Psalm 122 and the 

Apostolic Benediction.  
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I. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS 

(A)  ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS 

1.  Introduction 

Since the meeting of the General Assembly in May 2021 the Committee, in common with everyone else, 

have faced challenges and difficulties. Routine tasks have proved difficult, and meetings have required 

more careful planning than would ordinarily have been the case.  Nevertheless, even in the midst of such 

difficulties, the Committee have sought to continue their work in an orderly fashion that reflects the fact that 

God is a God of order. As we survey the past twelve months, we have many reasons to express our thanks 

to the Most High: Hitherto hath the Lord helped us (1 Samuel 7:12). 

In accordance with Standing Order I.5, the Committee notified Presbyteries of their representation in the 

Assembly. 

In accordance with Act II Class II 2002, the Committee nominated a Moderator-Designate. 

2.  General Assembly 
The Report of the Committee presented to the General Assembly spoke of “the fervent prayer of the 

Committee that the 2022 General Assembly will be a ‘normal’ Assembly”.  It has been with real 

thankfulness to the Most High that we have been able to plan for this year’s event to be held, once again, in 

the familiar setting of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh.  We are very grateful to the Minster and Congregation of 

Liberton Kirk for placing their beautiful building at our disposal and for their help and guidance in matters 

practical. 

Mr Derick Gillies having indicated that he was unavailable to act as Assembly Officer this year, the 

Committee took steps to identify a suitable replacement.  The Committee are grateful to Mr Donald John 

Morrison for agreeing to undertake this role and are also very grateful to his various assistants for the time 

they so freely give to help the Assembly. 

The Committee were very thankful for the Zoom facility which allowed the General Assemblies of 2020 

and 2021 to meet by conference call.  Following a number of representations, the Committee gave 

consideration to adopting a hybrid format whereby Commissioners who were not physically present in 

Edinburgh could also participate in the General Assembly.  The Committee were unanimously of the view 

that, whilst they sympathise with those Commissioners who may have difficulty attending, the introduction 

of such a system would not be wise.  The General Assembly of 2021 had demonstrated that, whilst it was 

useful in an emergency, an online meeting, in whole or in part, had not proved a very successful or 

appropriate method of dealing with more complex matters. 

For obvious reasons, the timetabling of the Assembly follows a similar pattern each year.  The Committee, 

in giving guidance to the Assembly Clerks’ Department, review matters each year and suggest changes 

where appropriate.  At the time of writing, it is still unclear how many visitors and delegates may be able to 

attend the Assembly from outwith the Church.  This will obviously affect the number of speakers, who may 

be fewer in number than on previous occasions.  It is anticipated that the Assembly will have completed 

their business by lunchtime on Thursday, allowing most Commissioners sufficient time to return home that 

day. 
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It is expected that catering during the Assembly will follow a similar pattern to previous years.  A 

Moderator’s reception will be held on the Monday evening. 

We hope to be able to broadcast the Assembly proceedings and details will be provided on the Church’s 

website nearer the time of the Assembly. 

3.  Assembly Clerks’ Department 
The Committee are once again indebted to Mr Murdo Murray (Stornoway), for all the work he undertakes 

on behalf of the Department.  Quietly behind the scenes he organises the preparation and printing of papers 

for Committees and the General Assembly.  His assistance is all the more valuable as it is discharged with 

cheerful efficiency, and the whole Church owes him an enormous debt of gratitude. 

The Committee are pleased to have identified a new Assembly Office Manager in the person of Mrs Isobel 

Ann Macleod, Snizort.  Mrs Macleod, who is also Clerk to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee, 

takes up her office duties at this Assembly. 

As the Assistant Clerk of Assembly will be the retiring Moderator at this Assembly, the Committee thought 

it appropriate to seek out the services of an appropriate individual who would be able to assist at the Clerk’s 

table this year and this is referred to in the Proposed Deliverance. 

4.  Committee Structure 
The Committee conducted a review of the manner in which Committees are working and agreed that it 

would be helpful to widen the discussion.  To this end, a meeting was held in Inverness in November 2021 

to which all the Standing Committees were invited to send a representative.  These discussions culminated 

in a document outlining some changes in the structure of Committees being prepared and submitted for 

further scrutiny to the other Standing Committees.  At the time of writing the Committee are still awaiting 

responses.  As it will not be possible to bring forward mature proposals in time for this Report, a 

Supplementary Report will be brought to the Assembly. 

5.  Meetings of the Commission 
During the past year there was no urgent business to be brought before the Commission of Assembly, and 

therefore the Commission did not meet.  Whilst the Commission of Assembly will continue to be available 

to meet under the terms of its appointment for urgent business if required, it is hoped that meetings will 

continue to be infrequent. 

6.  Archive Facilities 
The Committee have held discussions with a view to securing suitable premises for storing official records 

and other materials.  Whilst the Committee are not yet in a position to bring firm proposals, they are 

confident that matters will be advanced in the coming year. 

7.  Clerks to Committees 
The Committee are happy to report that Rev. Calum Smith has agreed to Clerk the Public Questions, 

Religion & Morals Committee.  They are still seeking the services of someone to Clerk the Publications 

Committee and would be grateful for any suggestions of suitable individuals who could undertake this 

important work.  Thanks are owed to those who have assisted over the year, especially to Rev. David Blunt 

who has continued to carry the burden of the Publications Committee. 

  (B)  NOMINATIONS 

The Committee, having duly considered the returns from Presbyteries in regard to the filling of impending 

vacancies in Committees, agreed to recommend the lists of Committees and Clerks to the General 

Assembly as in the Proposed Deliverance.  A note of other Special Committees for which Nominations 

have not been sought is added for convenience  

A. JAMES MACINNES,  Acting Convener 
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PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

(A) 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (A) Assembly Arrangements of the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the 

Assembly Clerks’ Department; 

2. The General Assembly welcome the appointment of Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod as Assembly Office 

Manager and thank her for assistance in preparing and printing documents for the Assembly; 

3. The General Assembly thank Mr Murdo Murray for his continued willingness to assist in helping in 

the preparation and printing of papers for Committees and the General Assembly; 

4. The General Assembly appoint Rev. James I. Gracie as Assistant Clerk pro tem, for this Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly record their thankfulness to the Most High for being able to meet once more in 

person following the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic; 

6. The General Assembly thank the Minister and Congregation of Liberton Kirk, Edinburgh, for again 

affording us  the kind use of their buildings for the Assembly; 

7. The General Assembly thank Mr Donald John Morrison, Assembly Officer, and his assistants, for 

making their services available to the Assembly; 

8. The General Assembly welcome the practical arrangements made both for the Assembly itself and the 

Moderator’s reception; 

9. The General Assembly approve of the arrangements made for the public broadcasting of the Assembly; 

10. The General Assembly note with approval the advice given anent Commissioners who are not 

physically present in the Assembly and the decision to make no change to the Standing Orders which 

allow only Commissioners physically present to participate in the Assembly; 

11. The General Assembly thank all those who contribute to the efficient functioning of the various 

Committees of Assembly, especially the respective Committee Conveners and Clerks; 

12. The General Assembly note with interest the update on a possible location for storing official records 

and other materials and encourage the Committee towards a final resolution of this matter; 

13. The General Assembly thank the Deacons’ Court of Inverness, Free Greyfriars, for the use of their 

Westhill building for the meetings of Standing Committees of Assembly. 

(B) 

The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report (B) Nominations of the Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Vice-convener; 

The General Assembly appoint Standing and other Committees and Clerks to these Committees in 

accordance with the following lists: 
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GROUP 1 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION 

LEGAL ADVICE &  

PROPERTY  

Ministers  

Mr Raymond A. Kemp [4] 

Mr Thomas I. Budgen, Vice-convener,  

Legal Advice & Property Committee [3] 

Mr Murdo MacIver, Vice-convener,  

Finance & Sustentation Committee [2] 

Mr Murdo A.N. Macleod, (supernumerary) 

Convener, Finance & Sustentation Committee [1] 

Mr William B. Scott [1] 

Mr Iain Smith, (supernumerary)  

Convener, Legal Advice & Property Committee [1] 

Elders 

Mr Donald MacDonald (Stornoway), [3] 

Mr George MacMillan [3] 

Mr Colin Crichton [2] 

Mr Colin MacDonald (Duthil-Dores) [2] 

 

The General Treasurer is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee  

 The Principal Clerk is ex officio an Adviser to the Legal Advice & Property Committee 

A General Trustee member is ex officio an Adviser to the Finance & Sustentation Committee 

GROUP 2 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS  

PUBLICATIONS 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS  

Ministers 

Mr James Clark, Convener,  

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [4] 

Mr Henry J.T. Woods, Convener, 

Publications Committee [3] 

Mr David S. Fraser, Convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [2] 

Mr Warren E. Gardner [1] 

Mr Calum Smith [1] 

 

Elders 

Mr Alan Wilson [4] 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Vice-convener, 

Publications Committee and Vice-convener, 

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee [3] 

Mr John M. King [3] 

Mr Donald A. Robertson, Vice-convener,  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee [1] 

Mr Donald Morrison (Shader) [1] 

 

The Editor of the Free Church Witness is ex officio an Adviser to the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee 

The Magazine Editors are ex officio Advisers to the Publications Committee  

The Principal of the Seminary is ex officio an Adviser to the  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee 
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GROUP 3 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION 

HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

ASSEMBLY ARRANGEMENTS & NOMINATIONS  

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS 

Ministers 

Mr Kenneth M. Macdonald, Convener,  

Ecumenical Relations Committee and 

Vice-convener, Home & Foreign Missions 

Committee [3] 

Mr Timothy J. McGlynn, Convener,  

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee and 

Vice-convener, Ecumenical Relations Committee [3] 

Mr Gavin Beers [3] 

Mr A. James MacInnes, Convener,  

Home & Foreign Missions Committee and  

Vice-convener, Assembly Arrangements & 

Nominations Committee [2] 

Elders 

Mr Calum Macleod, Convener, Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee [4] 

Mr Gordon Furzer [3] 

Mr Iain A.C. MacPherson [3] 

Mr Norman Smith, Vice-convener,  

Welfare of Youth & Education Committee [2] 

Mr James Wanliss [1] 

 

The Editor of The Explorer is ex officio an Adviser to the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

The Assistant Clerk of Assembly, the Moderator of the immediately preceding Assembly 

and the Moderator of the last-but-one Assembly are ex officio Advisers to the  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

Ministers 

Mr William B. Scott, Convener [4] 

Mr Calum Smith, Vice-convener [4] 

Elders 

Mr Donald Martin [4] 

Mr Derek W. Maclean [3] 

Mr Graham Sinclair [3] 

 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES 

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Finance & Sustentation Committee  

Mr Murdo Murray, Clerk, Legal Advice & Property Committee 

Rev. Calum Smith, Clerk, Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee  

TBA, Clerk, Publications Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee  

Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, Clerk, Welfare of Youth & Education Committee  

Mr Donald John Morrison, Clerk, Home & Foreign Missions Committee  

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Clerk, Psalmody Committee    

Assistant Clerk, Clerk, Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee 

Principal Clerk, Clerk, Ecumenical Relations Committee 

Mr John N. Gillies, Clerk, General Trustees 

 

Other Committees have been appointed by the General Assembly as follows: 
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PANEL OF CONSULTANTS ANENT ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY INVOLVING ADULTS  

Mr Colin MacDonald (Dores) 

Dr Andrew Naylor 

Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow)  

Mrs Maurine Murray (Brora) 

GENERAL TRUSTEES  

Dr Andrew Naylor (Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Chairman 

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Northern Presbytery), Vice-chairman 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Inverness Presbytery) 

Mr Thomas MacInnes (Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery) 

Mr John N. Gillies (Southern Presbytery) 

 
ADVISORY PANEL ON BUILDING PROJECTS 

Rev. Kenneth M. Macdonald, Convener 

Mr John Smith 

Mr Norman Smith 

Mr Iain A.C. MacPherson 

 

 

Mr Sanders Fraser 

Mr Murdo MacDonald (Aultbea) 
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II. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONS  

Introduction 

The Ecumenical Relations Committee has the charge from the General Assembly to seek to strengthen 

present relationships with like-minded brethren and, where possible, reach out to other Churches who may 

have shown a desire to be at one with us.  While we are thankful for opportunities to discuss various matters 

online with some, we have nevertheless been hindered in some situations by not being able to meet face-to-

face.  James Durham has an interesting view on union.  He states, There may and ought to be uniting when 

the evils that follow division or schism are greater and more hurtful to the church than the evils that may be 

supposed to follow on union.  

This Report is limited in its detail for obvious reasons, due either to the ongoing difficulties of the past two 

years and the few opportunities afforded of advancing relations already commenced with other bodies, or 

with some new enquiries received over the last few months.  

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland 

The Committee were aware that at the last General Assembly there was a measure of negativity expressed 

by some to the talks which have been going on since 2013 with the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 

Scotland, a Church with whom we share a common heritage in our adherence to the Second Reformation, as 

well as both Churches being fully committed to the Westminster Standards and purity of worship.  This 

negativity, together with various more practical reasons, resulted in there being no further meetings during 

the past year.  The Committee are unsure where these ongoing discussions can now lead, apart from 

providing a means of contact and fellowship with like-minded brethren; however, they are still desirous of 

seeking a resolution to the present lack of positive progress.  It is the intention of the Committee to bring a 

finalised report to the 2023 Assembly. 

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

It was noted that the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland is due to meet from 13th to 

15th June 2022 and it was agreed to appoint Rev. Greg MacDonald as the delegate of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing). 

Australian Free Church 

At last year’s Assembly the Committee reported that they had received a communication from the 

Presbytery of the Australian Free Church in which they indicated their desire to be incorporated into the 

FreeChurch (Continuing)as an Australian Presbytery of the Church.  The Committee’s Report noted that 

there appeared to be no constitutional barriers to such a move and expressed the hope that such a 

development might assist in the gathering together of various small confessional churches within Australia 

which might lead to the eventual development of an independent and indigenous Australian sister-church.  

Thus the 2021 General Assembly approved in principle pursuing the incorporation of the Australian Free 

Church into the FC(C) and requested the Committee to prepare mature proposals for the 2022 Assembly.  

Further, the 2021 General Assembly authorised the Committee to correspond with the Australian Churches 

with which the FC(C) have contact, informing them of the Church’s intention to erect a Presbytery of 

Australia and inviting them to associate with this Presbytery, should they so wish, and otherwise to 

maintain active ecumenical relations with the FC(C). 

The Committee appointed a Sub-committee to take the matter further and they began their work by making 

contact with individual ministers in the Southern Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church of 
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Eastern Australia to inform them of the thinking that lay behind the 2021 Assembly findings.  

Subsequently, the Sub-committee indicated to the Committee a very negative response to the proposed 

erection of an FC(C) Presbytery in Australia.  In particular, it was felt that such a move on the part of the 

FC(C) would only hinder, rather than help, the realignment of the PCEA with the various smaller 

Presbyterian bodies in Australia and that such a realignment should be encouraged rather than hindered.  

Further, there was a concern regarding the practical implications of such a development on the mutual 

eligibility arrangement with the PCEA. 

Consequently, the Committee are therefore now recommending to the 2022 General Assembly that the 

suggested erection of an Australian FC(C) Presbytery be passed from and that instead, the General 

Assembly encourage the various sister Churches in Australia to work towards realignment.  While there is 

ongoing contact with the Australian Free Church and fruitful dialogue is maintained, we continue to 

encourage them to look at the possibility of the union of like-minded denominations within the Australian 

continent.  Having noted a response from the Australian Free Church to the Committee’s recommendation, 

the Committee remain of the opinion that there appears to be no insurmountable barrier to a coming 

together of the AFC and the PCEA and that this may be done without any loss of integrity or change of 

practice on the part of the AFC.  

Presbyterian Reformed Church (America) 

Apart from one Congregation in England, the majority of the PRC Congregations are located in North 

America.  Over the last few years there have been ongoing talks between the PRC and the FC(C) Presbytery 

of the USA, with a view to a closer relationship being forged which could bring about a union between the 

brethren in North America.  However, it appears that such a development may not be feasible at this time.  

Concerned that momentum be not lost, the Church Relations Committee of the PRC made contact with the 

Committee and, subsequently, some representatives of the FC(C) met via Zoom with the said Committee.  

Discussions were helpful and went some way towards clarifying why they are looking for union at this 

time.  It is hoped that contact can be continued and progress made.  The ultimate goal of any such union 

would be the development of an indigenous, independent, North American sister Church, with presumably 

the PRC Congregation based in England becoming part of the FC(C). 

Free Reformed Churches of North America  

The Committee have relationships with a variety of North American denominations including the Free 

Reformed Churches of North America.  The FRCNA are close to the FC(C) in theology and experimental 

preaching and relations have now strengthened to the extent that some FRCNA ministers have preached in 

FC(C) congregations and also been invited to the USA Presbytery’s Colloquium.  These developments are 

to be welcomed.  It is expected that Mr Connor Keuning of the FRCNA will be present at the Assembly. 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church (North America) 

The Committee maintain active contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and are thankful that the 

Presbytery of the USA have often been able to send one of their number as the FC(C) delegate to the OPC 

General Assembly.  This year the OPC Assembly is due to meet from 8th to 14th June in St Davids, 

Pennsylvania, and Rev. Brent Evans expects to attend on behalf of the Committee.  The Committee are 

thankful to report that Rev. Iain Wright of the OPC expects to be a fraternal delegate to the Assembly this 

year. 

Heritage Reformed Congregations 

The Church has received an invitation to send a delegate to the 2022 Synod of the HRC and Rev. Brent 

Evans has agreed to attend this meeting which takes place in Grand Rapids from 6th to 8th June.  Rev. Ian 

MacLeod, now a minister of the HRC, expects to be their delegate to the FC(C) Assembly. 

Canadian Reformed Churches 

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) was represented at the 2019 General Synod of the Canadian 
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Reformed Churches and a note of appreciation had been received from them.  They have also sought 

permission to reprint Rev. William Macleod’s 2019 Assembly Moderatorial Address in Lux Mundi, now a 

publication of the CRC. 

Dutch Churches 

There have been no new developments in regard to relations with any of the Dutch Churches with which we 

are in contact.   

Affinity 

The Committee have maintained their involvement with Affinity and Rev. Timothy McGlynn has been 

active in attending meetings.  During 2022 there was a change of structure in their charitable status, and 

Affinity is now a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, with an Executive, a Council and membership.  Mr 

McGlynn is an active member of the Council.   

International Conference of Reformed Churches 

The ICRC was postponed in 2020 and again in 2021, due to the pandemic.  However, it is now due to be 

held from Thursday, October 13th to Tuesday, October 18th, in Windhoek, Namibia, with the Reformed 

Churches of South Africa hosting the meeting.  The Committee have received an invitation to send two 

voting delegates, the cost of which is covered in the present budget.  Attending meetings of the ICRC has 

proved most beneficial in the past and enables personal contact with a whole range of reformed Churches 

from throughout the world in one location and for a relatively modest sum of money.   

European Conference of Reformed Churches 

The Committee noted that the next meeting of the EuCRC is due to take place in 2023.   

KENNETH M. MACDONALD,  Convener 

TIMOTHY J. MCGLYNN,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations and 

thank the Committee, and especially the Convener and the Clerk;  

2. The  General Assembly note the ongoing discussions between representatives of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland and encourage the 

Committee to continue dialogue and to bring a finalised report to the 2023 Assembly; 

3. The General Assembly note that Rev. Greg MacDonald has agreed to represent the Church at the 

upcoming Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland; 

4. The General Assembly note their ongoing relationship with the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia; 

5. The General Assembly note that that the proposed incorporation of the Australian Free Church into the 

Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) as an Australian Presbytery is unlikely to promote but rather to 

hinder the realignment of the various reformed confessional churches in Australia and therefore pass 

from the matter.  Whilst valuing highly their relationship with the Australian Free Church, they 

encourage them to seek a closer relationship with the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia and 

express their desire to do all in their power to seek the realignment of the reformed confessional 

Churches in Australia and that the Lord would bless his cause in that land; 
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6. The General Assembly encourage further dialogue between the Church and the Presbyterian Reformed 

Church (USA) and instruct the Committee to report to the 2023 General Assembly on progress, 

including possible mature proposals relating to future association; 

7. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Free Reformed Churches of North 

America; 

8. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

(North America); 

9. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Heritage Reformed 

Congregations;  

10. The General Assembly continue to encourage relationships with the Canadian Reformed Churches;  

11. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with Affinity and, while aware of a 

change of structure in their Charitable Status, note that our denomination still has a member on their 

‘review committee’.  The Assembly are especially thankful to Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn for his 

continued work as the Church’s representative on the Council of Affinity; 

12. The General Assembly note the Church’s ongoing involvement with the International Conference of 

Reformed Churches, and continue to pray and seek, where possible, to contribute with it to the 

worldwide work of the Gospel.  They appoint Rev. Kenneth Macdonald and Rev. Graeme Craig as 

their delegates to the 2022 Meeting of the ICRC in Windhoek, Namibia, in October 2022. 
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III. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS  

1.  Introduction 

In this digital age it might be thought that the publication of books would fall by the wayside.  However, 

because of the ease with which a digital book can be produced as a hard copy, it would seem that there is an 

almost constant flood of printed books coming onto the market.  Of course, the ease of production has also 

brought with it an avalanche of printed rubbish.  How, for example, can a so-called celebrity write an 

autobiography when still in their twenties or thirties?  In days gone by this was usually the work of a 

person’s twilight years, but such is the inanity of our society it seems that every triviality is considered 

important, even down to posting on social media what we had for breakfast.  What anticipation this 

produces as we eagerly await the lunchtime posting! 

The upside of this digital revolution, however, is that good and edifying material can also be produced with 

the minimum of difficulty – either as an ebook or as a hard copy.  Old and out-of-print spiritual gems can be 

scanned, digitised, and printed with relative ease and at a lower cost, resulting in many reformed classics 

being made available to the public.  For this we ought to be thankful to the Lord. 

As a denomination we are seeking to make more use of these advances in production, while at the same 

time ensuring that our publications are in the second of the two categories referred to above and not the 

former.  We are mindful of the wise words that of making many books there is no end (Ecc. 12:12), yet we 

should not allow this truth to hinder us from attempting to produce useful materials for the benefit of the 

Church at large. 

2.  Magazines 

The oversight of the Church’s magazines is one of the Committee’s main responsibilities.  While they are 

chiefly for the instruction and interest of our people, the magazines are also in a sense the ‘public face’ of 

our Church to other Christians and people who may never attend our services. 

2.1  Editors 

The Committee are grateful to the editorial team of the Free Church Witness for their labours in writing, 

sourcing, and preparing material for the magazine.  There has been a change in personnel since last year’s 

report.  In August 2021 Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod submitted his resignation as an assistant editor and this 

was accepted by the Committee at their October meeting.  The Committee are grateful to Mr Macleod for 

his contribution to the magazine during his four years as an assistant editor, and particularly to the Church 

History and Book Reviews sections.  Mr Macleod was also responsible for the Around the Church feature, 

which has enabled people to become better acquainted with our Congregations at home and abroad.   

The Committee are pleased that Rev. James MacInnes, who has made frequent contributions to the 

Missions section of the Witness over the last few years, has agreed to serve as an assistant editor for an 

initial period of three years and they welcome him to the editorial team.  

The Committee are grateful to Rev. Thomas Budgen, editor of The Explorer, for his work since he was 

appointed to the post by the 2021 General Assembly.   

2.2  Production 

The Committee continue to be indebted to Donald Smith Graphic Design for the design of both magazines 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2022] 67 

 

 

and the co-operative way in which he works with the editors.  They are grateful also to HelloPrint for the 

printing of the magazines.  While there have been delays in delivery and other problems over the last twelve 

months, financial compensation has always been offered, which has not always been the Committee’s 

experience with previous printers.  Quotes from alternative graphic designers and printers are sought 

periodically, to ensure that the present arrangements continue to represent the best value for money.   

The Committee are thankful to all those who have contributed articles to the magazines during the past year, 

whether at the request of the editors or assistant editors or as news items.  A regular flow of material lessens 

the workload of the editors; it also helps to keep the content fresh, interesting and stimulating, which is 

important in any magazine. 

The Committee are grateful to Miss Anne MacAulay, who continues to prepare the Puzzle Page in The 

Explorer magazine, and to mark the entries sent in by the children each month. 

The editors depend greatly on the work of the proof-readers each month, and the Committee wish to extend 

their grateful thanks to the current proof-readers of the magazines: (Witness) Mr Maurice Grant, Rev. 

Raymond Kemp, Mr Ewan Wilson, Mrs Marion Macleod (Glasgow); (Explorer) Mrs Maryanne Gillies 

(Inverness), Mr Maurice Grant, Miss Sandra Mackay (Partick).  They extend particular thanks to Mr Grant, 

who after many years of careful and helpful attention to a countless number of articles has now retired as a 

proof-reader of the Explorer.  Thanks are also due to Mrs Sandra Versteeg who served as a proof-reader of 

The Explorer during 2021. 

The Committee are grateful to Mr Derek W. MacLean, who, for several years, read the Church magazines 

to tape for the benefit of the visually impaired, as and when this was requested.  There have been no 

requests for a while, but Mr MacLean is willing to continue this service should the need arise. 

2.3  Circulation 

Circulation figures for the Witness at the beginning of March 2022 (with equivalent figures for 2021) were: 

 

Category 2022 2021 Change 

Congregational Bulk Orders 434 445 -11 

Individual Subscriptions 73 [19] 78 [14] -5 

Individual Gift Subscriptions 17 [3] 20 [6] -3 

Airmail Subscriptions 36 [9] 29 [7] +7 

Predicted Total Subscriptions for Year 529-560 545-572  

Copies by sale or return 2 5 -3 

Copies sent free of charge 107 110 -3 

Predicted Total Circulation for Year 638-669 660-687*  

(figures in  square brackets represent the number out of the total who are yet to renew; *the actual figure at 

28 September 2021 was 685) 

There has been a small drop in most categories of subscription for 2022 compared to the previous year.  

This can be attributed to the combination of year-on-year decline in the numbers of members and 

adherents in our UK Congregations, coupled with the 25% price increase effective from 1 January 2021 

(the previous increase having been as long ago as 2012).  Although costs for the design, printing and 

distribution of the magazines have continued to increase, there was no increase in subscription rates for 

2022.  As of November 2021, the print run for the Witness was reduced from 1,000 to 800 copies and the 

print run for the Explorer from 1,000 to 900 copies. 

In May 2021 the Committee wrote to Kirk Sessions to obtain statistical information on the circulation of the 

magazines.  At their October 2021 meeting information was available from all 30 UK Kirk Sessions, 26 

Sessions having responded to the Committee’s circular and estimated figures being available for the 
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remaining four Congregations, as follows: 

(i) total number of households: 587 

(ii) total number of subscriptions: 431 

(iii) how subscriptions are paid: 

(a) Congregations where subscriptions are paid for by individuals: 17 

(b) Congregations where subscriptions are paid for by Congregation: 9 

(c) Congregations where method of payment in unknown: 2 

(d) Congregations with no subscriptions: 2 

The current take-up of magazines in our UK Congregations is approximately 73%.  The Committee 

encourage Sessions to do what they can to maximise the uptake locally and remind ministers that free 

copies of the magazine may be obtained from the Distributor for use when visiting homes outwith 

congregations. 

2.4  Witness Content Review 

The 2021 Report mentioned that the Committee are proposing to gather feedback from readers or Kirk 

Sessions to assess the most widely appreciated items of content in the Witness, so that a review of the 

Assembly’s Editorial Policy for the magazine can be advanced.  The Committee have requested Rev. David 

Fraser to prepare a draft feedback form or questionnaire for this purpose. 

2.5  Subscriptions and Distribution 

The Committee are thankful to Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson (Snizort) for the efficient way in which she carries 

out her work as Subscriptions Secretary and the contact she maintains with readers of the magazines.  The 

Committee are also thankful to Katrina MacKay (Ayr) for her work as Magazine Distributor, which 

includes operating a Royal Mail online business account to obtain the lowest postage costs. 

2.6  Good News Magazine 

Covid-19 restrictions which were in place for much of the past two years meant that evangelistic literature 

outreach involving distribution of the Good News magazine was reduced during that period; thankfully this 

work is now possible again.  A new issue of the magazine was produced at the end of 2021.  As in previous 

years, the largest order by far (10,000 copies) was placed by our Home Mission Worker.  To date a total of 

1,605 copies has been ordered by a total of nine Congregations, with further copies having been ordered by 

individuals.  In addition, a free copy was sent to all UK subscribers to the Free Church Witness, enclosed 

with the January 2022 issue.  There are plenty of copies remaining and the Committee urge Congregations 

to consider placing orders: the price is 25p per copy.  It is unlikely that there will be another issue of Good 

News until 2023 (D.V.).  The Committee are grateful for the continued support of the Home & Foreign 

Missions Committee and local Congregations in the purchase of this magazine and for their efforts in 

distributing it.  May the Lord bless the reading of it to many! 

3.  Publications 

3.1  Booklets 

Finding Out About Series 

The Finding Out About series was launched in 2010 and is intended to provide instruction for our people on 

various important theological, doctrinal and practical issues.  The initial five booklets are available for 

purchase on the denominational website and others are in various stages of preparation, as follows:  

Title Author Status 

The Five Points of Calvinism Rev. John W. Keddie Published (2010)  

The Lord’s Supper Rev. John Morrison Published (2011)  

Baptism Rev. John Macleod Published (2015)  

Worship Rev. James Clark Published (2015) 
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Presbyterianism Rev. David M. Blunt Published (2017) 

Elders Rev. John W. Keddie Text submitted and under consideration 

Deacons Rev. John W. Keddie Text submitted and under consideration 

Church Membership  Rev. William Macleod Text submitted and under consideration 

Marriage  Rev. Graeme Craig Text submitted and under consideration 

Funerals  Rev. James I. Gracie  Text submitted and with PQRM Committee 

Scripture - The Bible  Rev. John Morrison Text in preparation 

The Sabbath/Lord’s Day Rev. Jonathan Mattull Text in preparation 

God’s Covenant Rev. Robert McCurley Text in preparation 

Due to an overload in the volume of their work the Committee have suspended their work on other titles in 

the series until the booklets on Elders and Deacons have been published.  They thank the authors who are 

preparing new booklets for publication and encourage ministers to promote the published titles within their 

Congregations, and Kirk Sessions to consider ordering copies for their Congregations. 

3.1  Books 

History of the Division of 2000 

The 2008 General Assembly instructed the Committee “to take the necessary action to have a draft 

manuscript prepared in popular format recounting the events leading up to and following the division of 

2000.” While last year’s report indicated that a draft manuscript on The History of the Division of 2000 was 

now complete, the two men working on the draft, Rev. James Gracie and Mr Lindsay MacCallum, judged 

that the draft would benefit from the addition of certain material.  The desired material has now been 

incorporated, and the exercise also provided an opportunity for the checking of the factual content and 

corrections where these were required. 

At their March meeting the Committee were pleased to learn that the draft was now complete and that it was 

about to be sent to the proof-readers; it has now been circulated to them and to members of the Committee.  

At over 267,000 words (including footnotes) and including some complex detail, the proofreading needs to 

be done carefully and thoroughly; the draft will also require such things as a foreword, preface, 

acknowledgements, glossary, bibliography and index(es).  Once the Committee are satisfied with the text 

the manuscript will be passed to the Legal Advice & Property Committee in order that they may seek advice 

from the Law Agent before proceeding to publication. 

Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland 

The purpose of this project is to enable the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) to have copies of the 

complete range of the Church’s Subordinate Standards and Authoritative Documents available in both 

digital and print form under her own imprint.  It is felt that this is important for a denomination that truly 

values its goodly heritage, having a desire to maintain it in the present generation, preserve it for future 

generations and promote it beyond its own borders.  We reported last year that this project is well under 

way, and we are thankful to the Lord to be able to report further progress during the past year.  All the 

required documents have now been digitised and forwarded to Rev. John Keddie for initial proofreading 

and review.  Mr Keddie is setting up a file for printing and publication and hopes to have this substantially 

completed by the time of the General Assembly; thereafter the manuscript will need further and careful 

proofreading.  Mr Keddie has highlighted some aspects of the content that will require decisions by the 

Committee, and they have sought guidance from the Assembly Clerks’ Department on those matters which 

come within the Clerks’ competence. 

Principles, Beliefs and Practice of the FC(C) 

Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. Raymond Kemp are continuing to work on the text of this document, 

reviewing its content to make sure that it achieves its intended purpose, namely, to identify and explain the 

Church’s principles, beliefs and practice, both to our own people and those who belong to other 

denominations.  It is planned that this publication will be integrated with the booklets in the Finding Out 
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About series, so that readers can be directed to more detailed material on the subjects covered in it. 

The British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal 

Since last year’s report an executive summary has been added to the document.  Mr Lindsay MacCallum, 

with the help of the Evangelical Library in London, has been able to collate significant additional magazine 

material for this publication, which has been forwarded to Rev. David Blunt for compilation into the draft.  

Once this has been done, the Committee will need to finalise and approve the text and its formatting, with a 

view to publication.  It is hoped that some financial sponsorship will be available for this title from the 

Protestant Truth Society and perhaps other sources. 

3.1  Storage, Distribution and Retail of FC(C) Publications 

Thus far the Committee have been unsuccessful in their search for a suitable person who will be permanently 

responsible for the storage, distribution and retail of the Committee’s stock of FC(C) publications, including 

e-commerce when the new website is in operation, God willing.  They are thankful to Rev. Davide Ratti for 

taking charge of this work in an interim capacity. 

3.2  Self-publishing 

Denominational Emblem/Logo 

The 2021 General Assembly noted the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable design for a 

denominational emblem or logo to serve for the Church’s use, praying that the Lord would give them 

guidance as they bring forward their proposals to the next General Assembly.  The Committee circulated to 

Kirk Sessions several designs which might provide the basis for a denominational emblem, including the 

burning bush emblem on the front cover of the Witness, the historic burning bush emblem, and the burning 

bush emblem commonly used on letterheads, requesting that Sessions indicate which of these options they 

prefer or suggest further alternatives. 

A total of 27 out of 38 Kirk Sessions (including 26 out of 30 UK Kirk Sessions) responded to the 

Committee’s circular.  The returns were as follows: 

– burning bush emblem on the front cover of the Witness: 9.5 

– historic burning bush emblem: 7.3 

– burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads: 10.1 

– all alternative suggestions: 0 

(one linked charge with two Sessions expressed a joint view; some Sessions had no clear preference) 

The Committee are therefore recommending to the General Assembly the burning bush emblem commonly 

used on letterheads as the preferred option for the denominational emblem.  Rev. Henry Woods has 

produced a modified version of this burning bush emblem and the Committee are submitting this new 

design to the General Assembly and requesting the Assembly to recommend the new design for use in the 

Church. 

Denominational Imprint 

The 2021 General Assembly also noted the efforts of the Committee to identify a suitable publishing imprint 

to serve for the Church’s use on its own official publications, praying that the Lord would give them 

guidance as they bring forward their proposals to the next General Assembly.  The Committee circulated to 

Kirk Sessions their preferred title of George Wishart Press, with the alternatives of Disruption Press and 

Patrick Hamilton Press, requesting Sessions to indicate which of these three options they prefer or to suggest 

further alternatives. 

A total of 27 out of 38 Kirk Sessions (including 26 out of 30 UK Kirk Sessions) responded to the 

Committee’s circular.  The returns were as follows: 

– George Wishart Press: 13.75 

– Disruption Press: 2.25 
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– Patrick Hamilton Press: 1.75 

– all alternative suggestions: 7.25 

(one linked charge with two Sessions expressed a joint view; some Sessions had no clear preference and 

one Session expressed no view) 

The Committee are therefore recommending to the General Assembly ‘George Wishart Press’ as the 

preferred option for the denominational imprint. 

4.  Website & Social Media 

4.1  Website 

The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Editorial Overseer; Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Website Digital 

Content Editor; and Rev. Bert Pohl, Technical Overseer, who maintains a helpful interest in the site that he 

created in 2013.  They also thank all those who over the past year have provided new content for the 

website. 

4.2  New Website 

In their 2021 report the Committee stated that work on the new website was now nearing completion, but 

also pointed out that what had initially been thought to be a simple endeavour had turned into a time-

consuming process.  The reason is that, instead of being able to migrate the data from the present website to 

the new one in an automated way, it was necessary to extract the items individually, enter them into the new 

site and then reformat them – equivalent to ‘copying and pasting’ text from one small document after 

another into one new and very large document! 

During the past year Mr Gerdt has applied himself conscientiously to this task, supported latterly by an 

assistant managing the data transfer.  On 28th February Rev. Greg MacDonald held a meeting with Mr Sam 

Gerdt by Zoom which led to a helpful update on the new site being available to the Committee at their 

March meeting.  Thereafter the members of the Committee were requested to ‘proofread’ the new site and 

make a note of any corrections or suggested alterations.  On 15th March a further meeting was held between 

Mr Gerdt, Rev. David Blunt and Rev. Andrew Allan, at which Mr Gerdt dealt with the suggested alterations 

to the new site and provided some training in the use of WordPress. 

Once Mr Gerdt has completed his work, and the Committee are happy with it, the link to the new site will 

be circulated to ministers and congregational correspondents with a request that they check their 

information to ensure that it is correct.  Once any corrections have been made the site can be launched. 

4.3  Social Media 

At the beginning of April, the Church’s Facebook page had 1,370 followers, compared with 1,316 (2021).  

The Church’s Twitter account had 837 followers, compared with 797 (2021).  When new material is 

uploaded onto the Church’s website, Facebook and Twitter are used to highlight this material and are 

effective vehicles for increasing website traffic. 

The Committee thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital Content 

Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform) for the 

day-to-day operation of these platforms. 

5.  Spring Conference 

The Committee are pleased that, after two years when the Conference had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 

restrictions, in the Lord’s goodness it proved possible to make firmer arrangements this year for the annual 

Spring Conference.  The Conference is set for 15 April, the venue this year being Westhill Church, the place 

of worship of our Inverness Congregation.  The programme is the one originally planned for 2020, on the 

subject of ‘Revival’.  Rev. William Macleod (Retired) is due to speak on The Principles and Necessity of 

Revival and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (Snizort) on Twentieth Century Revivals in the Western Isles.  We are 

grateful to Rev. William Macleod for agreeing to stand in for Rev. Maurice Roberts, who has been 
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indisposed.  The Committee encourage ministers to promote attendance at the Conference in their 

Congregations. 

6.  Publications Committee – Presbytery U.S.A 

The Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the United States give thanks that the Lord has 

continued to uphold their efforts in producing a new issue of The Master’s Trumpet each quarter.   

The Committee have made significant strides in producing a Greek New Testament reader’s edition of the 

Received Text.  The Lord has provided excellent help through several volunteers.  Their prayer is that the 

Lord would use this to assist students and ministers better study the original version of the New Testament. 

Work on the metrical Psalter with notes from both John Brown and David Dickson continues.  The 

Committee expect it to be issued shortly after the Greek New Testament reader is completed.  There is a 

developing resurgence of interest in Psalm-singing in the United States, and they hope that such a volume 

would promote the personal and family singing of these sacred psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

The Lord has been pleased to use the Committee to sell several copies of the Scottish Metrical Psalter.  

With almost no advertising, they have sold about 80 copies in the last year – many to those beyond our 

denomination.  The split-leaf is a great resource, and they would like to see if there are ways in which they 

can assist in its future production. 

The Convener of the Publications Committee is Rev. Robert McCurley, and the Clerk is Mr John Uselding.  

A reminder that the Presbytery’s publishing imprint is Grange Press.  Further information on the work may 

be found at www.grangepress.com. 

7.  Annals of the Free Church of Scotland 1900-2000 

The Working Group on the Annals consists of Mr Maurice Grant, Rev. David S. Fraser and Rev. Murdo 

A.N. Macleod.  Mr Maurice Grant had hoped that by this time we could have had access under the 100-year 

rule to the 1921 Census, which potentially could yield useful information on the early post-1900 ministers 

and their families; however, because of the Covid pandemic this has had to be held over for a year, and the 

latest estimate from the Registrar General’s Office is ‘the latter half of 2022’.  Likewise, it has not been 

possible yet for talks to take place with representatives of the residual Free Church in regard to the Annals.   

 

8.  Media Officer 

The 2021 General Assembly appointed Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod to the role of Media Officer, in place of 

the late Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat.  The Committee are thankful that Mr Macleod has been able to settle 

into this role well, and trust that he will know the Lord’s help in carrying it out, in addition to his many 

other responsibilities. 

 

HENRY J.T. WOODS,  Convener 

LINDSAY MACCALLUM,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Publications and thank the 

Committee and especially the Convener, Vice-convener and Clerk pro tem; 

2.1 The General Assembly thank Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Thomas Budgen for their work as 

editors of the Free Church Witness and The Explorer respectively; 

2.2 The General Assembly thank Rev. Trevor Kirkland and Rev. James Clark for their work as assistant 

editors of the Free Church Witness.  They note that Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod has resigned as an 
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assistant editor and thank him for his work over the four years that he held the post.  They note that 

the Committee have appointed Rev. James MacInnes to serve as an assistant editor for an initial 

period of three years and welcome him to this role; 

2.3 The General Assembly thank Mr Donald Smith of Donald Smith Graphic Design for his work on the 

design and layout of the Free Church Witness, The Explorer and the Good News magazine; 

2.4 The General Assembly thank all those who write articles for the Church’s magazines; 

2.5 The General Assembly thank Miss Anne MacAulay for her work in providing the puzzle page for 

The Explorer; 

2.6 The General Assembly thank the proof-readers of the magazines for their work; 

2.7 The General Assembly thank Mr Derek W. MacLean for the work he performed over several years 

in reading the Church magazines to tape for the benefit of the visually impaired, noting his 

willingness to do so again should the need arise; 

2.8 The General Assembly note the further drop in subscriptions to the Witness and encourage the 

Committee in the steps they are taking to increase its circulation; 

2.9 The General Assembly note the new issue of the Good News magazine which was published in 

December 2021.  They thank the Witness editorial team for producing it and all those who 

contributed articles.  They encourage Congregations to make use of the magazine in their 

evangelistic work and pray that the Lord would bless its content to the good of many souls; 

2.10 The General Assembly encourage the Committee in their efforts to gather feedback on the content of 

the Witness magazine; 

2.11 The General Assembly thank Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson for her diligent work as Subscription Secretary 

for the magazines; 

2.12 The General Assembly thank Miss Katrina MacKay for her diligent work as Magazine Distributor; 

3.1 The General Assembly note the information regarding the various titles in the Finding Out About 

series and the need to prioritise some titles so that progress can be made towards publication.  They 

look forward to seeing the booklets on Elders and Deacons in print soon, followed by the other titles, 

and pray that the Lord will assist those authors who are still engaged in writing material for their 

titles; 

3.2 The General Assembly note that a completed draft manuscript of the History of the Division of 2000 

with some new material added is now with the proof-readers and members of the Committee.  They 

urge the Committee to finish the remaining work on this publication as soon as possible and forward 

the manuscript to the Legal Advice & Property Committee for their scrutiny; 

3.3 The General Assembly note the further progress made in the preparation for publication both digital 

and print form of the Subordinate Standards & Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of 

Scotland.  They pray that the Lord would assist Rev. John Keddie and direct the Committee as they 

work on this important project; 

3.4 The General Assembly note the ongoing preparation of a handbook on the Principles, Beliefs and 

Practice of the FC(C); 
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3.5 The General Assembly note that further significant material is being added to the document The 

British Embassy to the Holy See: A Reappraisal.  They urge the Committee to bring this work to a 

completion as soon as is practicable and pray that they will have success in obtaining financial 

support for this publication from interested bodies; 

3.6 The General Assembly note the Committee’s ongoing efforts to find someone to take on permanent 

responsibility for the storage, distribution and retail of the Committee’s stock of FC(C) publications.  

They pray that the Lord will provide a suitable person to undertake this work; 

3.7 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the Committee are 

recommending the burning bush emblem commonly used on letterheads to the General Assembly as 

the preferred option for the denominational emblem, and in particular a new design produced by 

Rev. Henry Woods.  They thank Mr Woods for his work, approve the new design and recommend it 

for use in the Church; 

3.8 The General Assembly note that, having sought the views of Kirk Sessions, the Committee are 

recommending ‘George Wishart Press’ to the General Assembly as the preferred option for the 

denominational imprint.  They approve ‘George Wishart Press’ as the denominational imprint; 

4.1 The General Assembly thank those who operate the present Church website, especially Rev. Bert 

Pohl as Technical Overseer, Rev. David M. Blunt as Editorial Overseer and Rev. Andrew R. Allan 

as Website Digital Content Editor.  They also thank those who have provided new material for the 

website during the past year; 

4.2 The General Assembly are pleased that although work on preparing the new Church website has 

taken much longer than expected the site is now close to being launched (D.V.).  They thank Mr 

Gerdt for his patient labours and members of the Committee and others who have contributed to its 

development.  They pray that the Lord will bless the content of the site and encourage the 

Committee to make every effort to ensure that new material is added regularly so that people visit 

frequently; 

4.3 The General Assembly are encouraged that the Church’s Facebook page and Twitter account have 

increased their following during the past year.  They thank Rev. David M. Blunt, Social Media 

Overseer; Mr Derek W. MacLean, Digital Content Editor (Facebook platform); and Mr Alastair 

Manderson, Digital Content Editor (Twitter platform) for their work in maintaining a presence for 

the Church and a witness for the cause on social media; 

5. The General Assembly give thanks to God that the Spring Conference was able to take place in April 

of this year, having been cancelled for the last two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  They urge 

ministers to promote the Conference and encourage their people to attend; 

6. The General Assembly note with interest the developments over the past year in the various projects 

with which the Publications Committee of the Free Presbytery of the United States are concerned.  

They commend the Committee for their zealous efforts in promoting our Reformed and Presbyterian 

heritage and pray that the Lord will grant them all necessary help in their endeavours; 

7. The General Assembly note that work on the Annals of the Free Church of Scotland continues to be 

hindered by difficulties arising from the Covid-19 pandemic.  They commend Mr Maurice Grant for 

his diligence and pray that in the Lord’s providence the Working Group on the Annals will be able to 

make progress with this project soon; 

8. The General Assembly thank Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod for his work as Media Officer. 
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IV. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

WELFARE OF YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

1.  Introduction 

It has been another difficult year for the work of the Church.  ‘Lockdowns’ along with other measures 

introduced in an attempt to reduce the spread and mitigate the effects of the Covid-19 virus again impacted 

the Church’s outreach to young people.  During this period Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools have used 

Zoom or similar online platforms to continue their work with the rising generation.  Nevertheless, the effect 

of these changes has been almost universally negative.  We leave with the Lord things that may yet issue of 

a more positive nature from this time: And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 

God, to them who are the called according to his purpose (Rom. 8:28).  Outwardly, the result has been to 

greatly weaken the contact between local Congregations and young people growing up around us.  Children 

and young people from homes where one or both parents attend church have felt the effects, but those who 

come from homes where neither parent at this time attends church have been even more severely impacted, 

and it is feared that some contacts may be difficult to re-establish even now that all the restrictions have 

been finally removed.   

We are thankful to the Lord for those parents and teachers in our Congregations who have continued 

faithfully teaching the Scriptures to the children and young people of our denomination.  In their 

wanderings between Egypt and Israel, the Lord’s people have been reminded that, no matter how trying the 

circumstances, they have a duty to teach the rising generation: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one 

LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 

by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. (Deut. 6:4-7)  While we seek to remain 

diligent in utilising every suitable means to make Jesus Christ known to young folk, we trust that the Lord, 

by His Holy Spirit, will bless these efforts far beyond anything we might at this time anticipate.  

2.  Sabbath School Syllabus  

The updated Sabbath School Workbooks offer excellent material for Sabbath Schools.  The infant (Grade 

One) material is on a three-year cycle, with the other grades on a four-year cycle.  The use of the Church’s 

materials for the instruction of our youth in Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools is heartily commended to 

our Congregations.  The Committee understand, however, that some Congregations seek the flexibility of 

using materials produced elsewhere and trust that the wise and prayerful use of good quality material will 

benefit the young people attending our Congregations.  

3.  Sabbath School Exams  

In another difficult year due to the Covid restrictions, all parents, Sabbath School teachers and scholars who 

were able to continue the work of Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools for the 2021-22 Session are once 

more warmly commended for their diligence.  The examinations attracted 25 entrants in all, one more than 

last year.  Of these, 14 (12 in 2021) were from Grade 2 (Junior), and 11 (12 in 2021) from the Bible Class 

Grade.  The Bible Class winner was Lydia MacDonald (Stornoway), and the Grade 2 prizewinner was 

Hannah Keddie (Duthil-Dores).  A full list appears as an Appendix to this Report.  

The Committee commend all who entered the exam and congratulate the prizewinners.  The winners receive 

a plaque and a book.  The Committee, as always, are most grateful to those who give of their time to 

prepare, print and distribute the examination papers, and also to those who mark them.  
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4.  Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize  

This Memorial Prize involves the memorising of Scripture portions and books of the Bible (depending on 

the Grades) by young people in the Church.  The Committee has agreed to expand the number of grades to 

encourage further memorisation of Scripture by the young people.  This year, 16 children took part from 5 

Congregations (see Appendix).  This compared with 4 Congregations in the previous year.  Participants 

receive a book token to the value of £10.  

5.  Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme  

This year there were 21 entrants for the Catechism Diploma (19 entrants were from the USA).  The 

Committee express their admiration for the diligence shown by our North American brethren in catechising 

their young people.  

As with the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize, the Committee would encourage Kirk Sessions, Sabbath 

Schools and parents to seek ways in which they can promote this worthwhile scheme among the youth of 

the Church.  Those attaining the Gold Award receive a leather-bound Bible.  

6.  Camps 2022 

Following the removal of Government restrictions relating to Covid-19, the Committee are delighted to say 

that there will be a Summer Camp this year.  The uptake of places for this year’s camp has been most 

encouraging.  It is hoped that the return of the camps will be a blessing to all who are able to attend.  The 

Committee are actively looking to enable young folk from the wider denomination to attend.  In particular, 

the Committee have in mind the possibility of places for a few young people from Mexico.  

7.  Youth Conference 2022  

The Committee had planned to organize a residential Youth Conference in 2021 for young people aged 16-

25, at Ratagan Youth Hostel, Glenshiel.  Sadly, due to the ongoing difficulties surrounding the Covid-19 

restrictions and other unexpected changes, these plans had to be put off.  It is hoped that, with the Lord’s 

blessing, the planned conference may yet take place and even become a regular annual event.  

8.  Education  

The Committee continue to provide modest grants to Christian home-schooling families and to several 

faithful Christian schools known to them.  To further encourage Christian Education, as previously 

reported, the Committee have prepared a report on Christian Education Resources which will be placed on 

the Church’s website for public access.  

9.  Clerk  

The Committee wish to record their thanks to their Clerk, Mrs Isobel A. Macleod, for all her valuable work 

on behalf of the Committee.  

TIMOTHY J. MCGLYNN,  Convener  

NORMAN SMITH,  Vice-convener  

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Vice-convener;  

2. The General Assembly thank Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod for her work as Clerk;  

3. The General Assembly commend to the Church the Sabbath School and Bible Class workbooks;  

4. The General Assembly thank those who so freely give of their time to teach in the Sabbath Schools 

throughout the Church;  
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5. The General Assembly record their thanks to those involved in preparing, setting and marking the 

annual Sabbath School and Bible Class examination papers;  

6. The General Assembly commend the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize and congratulate those who 

participated this year;  

7. The General Assembly commend the Shorter Catechism Diploma Scheme and encourage Kirk 

Sessions and Sabbath School Superintendents to continue to promote it; they congratulate those who 

successfully participated in the Diploma Scheme this year;  

8. The General Assembly thank the Lord for the removal of restrictions on camps, thus allowing the 

return of Youth Camps this year;  

9. The General Assembly continue to encourage the Committee to do all it can to support Christian 

Education, whether in the home or in Christian schools;  

10. The General Assembly commend all those involved in Christian Education, whether Christian Schools 

or Christian home-schooling, to the prayers of the Church; 

11. The General Assembly commend the ongoing efforts to establish an annual Youth Conference and 

commend such efforts to the prayerful support of the wider Church.  
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APPENDIX 

Sabbath School and Bible Class Examinations  2021-2022 

The following is a list of all who took part in the examinations and the prize winners:   

Bible Class Grade 

11 took part in the examination (previous year — 13) 

Prizewinner: Lydia MacDonald 

Ayr Sarah Craig 

Cross Annie MacDonald, Heidi MacLeod 

Duthil-Dores Jonathan Brooks, Lois Brooks, Lewis Fraser, Thomas Keddie, Callum Arie 

Morrison   

Stornoway John MacDonald, Lydia MacDonald, Katie Mackenzie  

Sabbath School Grade 2 

14 took part in the examination (previous year — 11) 

Prizewinner: Hannah Keddie, Duthil-Dores 

Cross Owen MacDonald, Kenneth Iain Macleod 

Duthil-Dores Katie Bell, Joanna Brooks, Abigail Keddie, Hannah Keddie,  

 Anna Marie Morrison, Annabell Nicolson, Calvin Nicolson  

Stornoway George Kenneth MacDonald, Mary Beth MacDonald, Peter MacDonald,  

 Joel MacKenzie, Jack Alan Macleod  

 Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 

16 took part (previous year — 14) 

Grade 1 Ayr Lottie Anderson, Summer Hall  

 Duthil-Dores Beth Bell, Jack Bell, Lily Grace Morrison, 

  Alick Nicolson 

 Snizort Maisie Macdonald, Annabel Macleod, John Macleod, 

  Tormod Macleod 

 Pau Rachel Pierre 

Grade 2 Stornoway David Gillies, Talitha MacKenzie, Grace Macleod,  

   Carys Shields  

Grade 3 Duthil-Dores Katie Bell 

 Catechism Diploma 

21 took part (previous year — 16) 

Gold: 39-81 Greenville Janelle Alethia Ekpo, Josiah Morton Vernon  

Silver: 39-81 Greenville Andrew Mackenzie Pike 

 Stornoway George Kenneth MacDonald, Peter MacDonald  

 St Louis Ian Bartolon 

Bronze: 1-38 Greenville Emma Louise Carney, Maria Carney,  

  Olivia Kay Carney, Cameron Daniel Pike,  

  Nathanael Irvin Reeder, James Rollins, 

  Lydia Jean Setzer, Benjamin Isaac Vernon,  

  Julia Margaret Vernon, Cameron Knox Wanliss 

 Mebane Micah Beers 

 St Louis Ian Bartolan 

 Atlanta Geneva Adams, Eden Ray 

 Pau Rachel Pierre 
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V. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

FINANCE & SUSTENTATION COMMITTEE  

1.  Introduction 

As we survey the past year, we have much cause for humble thanksgiving to the one who supplies the needs 

of his church according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).  Throughout the 

extraordinary pressures of a pandemic, we have been enabled as a Committee to meet our financial 

responsibilities.  The Committee are conscious that many Congregations have faced many difficulties, but 

we should not lose sight of the fact that the Lord has once again proved faithful:  Bring ye all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 

enough to receive it (Malachi 3:10). 

2.  Income 

Total income for 2021 was £821,185, a decrease of £1,014 (0%) compared to 2020.  Congregational 

Remittances (including Gift Aid) totalled £688,913.  Despite the budget for 2020 projecting a deficit of 

£97,572, we are thankful to the Lord that the deficit reported for the year was only £12,961 (compared with 

a surplus of £25,048 in 2020). 

This deficit arises because of a ‘paper transaction’ – a provision of £36,969 against existing student loans 

which are unlikely to be recovered.  It should be noted that these loans are not being written off, but rather a 

provision is being made in recognition that the threshold for repayment is substantially higher than the 

current stipend level.  It is proper to recognise in the balance sheet that, as things currently stand, it is 

unlikely that these loans will be repaid. 

The substantial variation from the projected deficits in both 2020 and 2021 was because of substantial 

savings realised due to COVID-19 in respect of the General Assembly, Youth Camps, and both national and 

international travel.  In 2021 there was also the reward of the legal costs of £23,628 associated with the 

Kiltearn case.  Also the budget originally covered 22 stipends for the year, whereas there were only 21 for 

much of the year, following the sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod. 

There were no legacies received in 2020 or 2021.  The Committee would draw the attention of the Church 

to the leaflet, Remembering the Church in your Will, which should be available in each Congregation. 

Total Gift Aid tax reclaimed and credited centrally was £141,075, a decrease of £2,194 compared to 2020.  

It should be noted that this represents 20% of all Congregational Remittances; an additional £21,960 was 

reclaimed in the year via Gift Aid but was returned to local Congregations.  It is important to maximise the 

claim made under Gift Aid, and the Committee would encourage the Church to promote this within each 

Congregation.  The Committee are grateful to Congregational Treasurers for recording and submitting the 

necessary information to enable claims to be made under the Gift Aid Scheme, and the Gift Aid Small 

Donations Scheme. 

Total Central Building Fund income was £58,949 (2020: £63,782); this figure comprises mortgage and loan 

repayment and deposit income of £54,542 (2020: £59,732), and net Central Building Fund remittances of 

£4,407 (2020: £4,050) (an increase of 8.8% from 2020).  During the year four (2020: seven) Congregations 

benefited from grants, totalling £56,500 (2020: £29,721), that were paid out of the Central Building Fund.  

The current balance in the Central Building Fund is £11,852 (2020: £7,405). 
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3.  Expenditure 

Total expenditure for 2021 was £834,146 – an increase of £36,995 (4.6%) – almost entirely due to the 

provision made against the student loans referred to above.  Payroll costs were £571,268, a decrease of 

£27,269 (4.5%) compared to 2020.  Payroll costs represent 83% of Congregational remittances. 

Expenditure for the year includes a provision of £36,909 against existing divinity student loans.  This 

provision has been made as the stipend level is currently far below the existing repayment threshold for 

student loans.  It should be noted that these loans have not been written off.  They remain outstanding and 

repayable.  Rather, the provision recognises that it is unlikely these will be repaid based on current stipend 

levels.  It is therefore proper to recognise that fact in the denominational balance sheet. 

4.  Net Assets 

At the end of 2021, the total net assets of the denomination amounted to £1,141,792, a decrease of £12,961 

(1%) since 2020.  This figure is comprised of cash funds of £519,444; net fixed assets of £533,016; stock of 

£1,430; loans due of £183,482; Gift Aid due of £77,604; other debtors of £843; less property mortgage 

loans repayable to Stewardship of £130,493, loans repayable to the Lochalsh & Strath congregation of 

£40,000; and net current liabilities of £3,534. Restricted Funds amount to £74,118 (£94,201 in 2020). 

5.  Budgetary Planning  

The Committee are grateful to Clerks and Conveners of Standing and Special Committees of Assembly for 

their timely submissions of their 2023 Draft Budgets.  The Committee, having approved all the Draft 

Budgets, noted the projected surplus of £831 and recommend that the 2023 Draft Budget be noted and 

approved by the General Assembly.  As is customary, there will be an opportunity at the General Assembly 

for Conveners of Standing and Special Committees to be questioned regarding specific details of their 

respective Committee Budgets. 

The Unclassified Budget includes provision for payroll costs for the 18 ministers currently in charges. 

In the process of approving the Committee Budgets for 2023 the Committee were conscious of the current 

unfolding economic crisis.  The Committee noted the recent dramatic increase in the rate of inflation in the 

United Kingdom, especially the very high energy prices, which will inevitably impact all of us in different 

ways.  Given the uncertainty created by the developing cost-of-living crisis, the Committee agreed to 

include a reference to these matters in its Report, drawing these concerns to the attention of the whole 

Church and thereby affording an opportunity for wider discussion. 

6.  Annual Analysis of Congregational Accounts 

The Committee thank the General Treasurer for his analysis of Congregational Accounts and Statistical 

Schedules; this information will be circulated at the General Assembly.  This detail is provided to help give 

a realistic ‘snapshot’ of the current situation, to encourage a prayerful concern throughout the Church, and 

to assist in future planning. During the year the Committee once again undertook some modest changes to 

the Statistical Schedule.  These changes will come into effect with the next set of statistical returns.  

7.  Congregational Monthly Remittances 

The Committee appreciate the commitment of Congregational Treasurers, each of whom, in addition to 

local responsibilities, liaises with the Financial Administrator at the beginning of each month.   

The Financial Administrator must forward updated Congregational Remittance figures for inclusion in the 

Free Church Witness magazine at the beginning of every month.  Additionally, in January, the final figures 

for the whole previous year must be confirmed for submission to the Church’s auditors.  It is important that 

these figures from each congregation are confirmed by the Congregational Treasurer, and any discrepancy 

brought to the attention of the Financial Administrator, as soon as practicable. 

The Committee ask that Congregational Treasurers advise the Financial Administrator in advance of any 

periods when they will not be available to confirm these figures. 
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8.  Loans 

9.  General Treasurer’s Department  

Once more we must express our indebtedness for the diligence of the General Treasurer’s Department.  Mr 

Murray Mackay brings both expertise and a warm heart for the work of the Gospel.  Throughout the year he 

is frequently called upon as an Adviser to the Committee and he does so willingly.  

The Committee greatly value the diligence and quiet, gentle efficiency of the Financial Administrator, Mrs 

Muriel Smith, who has, once again, left us in her debt. 

The services of CIB Services, Stornoway, have been appreciated and the Committee recommend to the 

General Assembly that they are re-appointed as auditors for the coming year. 

10.  Properties 

Poolewe & Aultbea 

Construction of the Congregation’s new church building has been beset by several delays over the past year 

Mortgage Loans due to 

be repaid 

Balance at 31st 

December 2020 

New Loans  

in 2021 

Repaid 

in 2021 

Balance at 31st  

December 2021 

Partick 7,329 0 (7,329) 0 

Bracadale & Duirinish 25,426 0 (25,426) 0 

Brora* 94,761 0 (22,839) 71,922 

Poolewe & Aultbea 91,746 0 (33,175) 58,571 

Total £219,262 £0 £(88,769) £130,493 

     

Loan Denominational  

Funds 

Balance at 31st 

December 2020 

New Loans  

in 2021 

Repaid  

in 2021 

Balance at 31st  

December 2021 

Partick 25,000 0 (15,000) 10,000 

North Uist & Grimsay 44,420 0 (3,193) 41,227 

Harris 4,000 0 0 4,000 

Shettleston 73,200 0 (1,200) 72,000 

Kilmuir & Stenscholl 0 13,800 (420) 13,380 

Total Church Loans £146,620 £13,800 (£19,813) £140,607 

     

Car Loans 12,400 5,784 (7,558) 10,626 

Student Loans** 46,276 0 (630) 45,646*** 

Total Loans £205,296 £19,584 (£28,001) £196,879 

*This loan has been granted over a 20-year term but is being paid to Stewardship over a 15-year term.  

The balance owed by the Congregation at 31 December 2021 is therefore £76,535. 

**As of the 2019 General Assembly all Student Loans owed to the denomination are, in effect, no longer 

repayable.  After discussion with the church auditors, it was determined in 2021 to make a provision 

against £36,969 of existing student loans as they were deemed unlikely to be repaid.  It should be noted 

that this is not a writing off of the loans and legally they remain outstanding. 

***This includes an outstanding student loan of £8,677 awarded to a candidate who has since left the 

denomination and is making regular monthly repayments in respect of this loan.  



REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 82 [2022 

 

 

with Covid still having an adverse effect.  Sourcing of building material/supplies and other factors have 

made progress difficult.  At this juncture it is uncertain when the building will be ready for the public 

worship of God – a conservative estimate would be sometime around September 2022. 

Bracadale & Duirinish 

The Committee are delighted to report that the Bracadale & Duirinish Congregation have now paid off their 

mortgage loan and are able to begin the process for transfer of title for the manse building at ‘Loch Mor’, 

Struan, Isle of Skye. 

11.  Property Grants 

In applying the terms of the ‘Central Building Fund Guidelines’ (paragraph 17), the Committee were able to 

make further grant payments during the period under review totalling £56,500 to the following four 

Congregations: Bracadale & Duirinish FC(C) £16,650; Brora FC(C) £16,650; Partick FC(C) £6,550; 

Poolewe & Aultbea FC(C) £16,650; thereby further reducing their mortgage loan debt. 

12.  Support of Mission Work 

The denomination continues to support the work of the Gospel both within Scotland and in relation to its 

various missionary endeavours furth of Scotland.  Over the past year financial expenditure totalling £73,534 

was given as follows: Sri Lanka £28,443; Zambia School £960; Spain £3,010; Home Missions work 

£22,938; Gospel Fund £8,368; Christian Witness to Israel £1,000; Spanish student support £8,523.  The 

balance (£292) represents Home & Foreign Missions Committee expenses. 

(B) SUSTENTATION 

13.  Stipend Review 

The Committee carried out its annual review of stipend in accordance with its Memorandum on Procedure.  

The last increase in ministerial stipend was in July 2021.  The Committee, after careful consideration, are 

recommending that the ministerial stipend be increased to £22,000 as of 1 July, with a pro rata salary 

increase for employees.  The total payroll cost for each minister will be £26,581.  

14.  Congregations under Special Arrangements 

The Committee commend the Congregations of Ayr, Ballyclare & Doagh, Brora, Harris, Kilmuir & 

Stenscholl, Knock & Point, North Uist & Grimsay and Poolewe & Aultbea to the prayerful concern of the 

Church. 

A summary of the Annual Reports received from these Congregations is appended to the Report. 

Sustentation Fund Schedules 

Knock & Point FC(C)  

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on the Equal Dividend 

Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation Fund, 

for a period of 5 years from commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation promising to remit 

to Central Funds 83% of Equal Dividend. 

North Uist & Grimsay FC(C) 

The Committee recommend that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay continue on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent 

Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central Funds 

74% of Equal Dividend. 

Aberdeen FC(C) 

The Committee are pleased and encouraged to report that the Aberdeen Congregation are no longer under 

Special Arrangements and have moved on to the Equal Dividend Platform. 
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15.  Changes to Ministerial Personnel 

16.  Pulpit Supply  

During the period under review, very little pulpit supply was undertaken due to the limitations imposed by 

the pandemic and the extended periods of lockdown.  The Committee record their appreciation for the work 

that was undertaken and look forward to being able to utilise the services of retired ministers, elders and 

others, who provide such assistance throughout the Church.  

17.  Supply Fees and Expenses 

Supply Fees and Expenses are reviewed every three years by the Committee.  No recommendations are 

being made to the General Assembly for an increase to the current rates.  Mileage allowance remains at 32 

pence per mile.  

The attention of ministers and Deacons’ Courts are drawn to the 2020 rates. 

18.  Funeral Fund Grant – Home Mission Worker & Resident Lay Agent  

As a result of the 2021 General Assembly having approved Act V — Act anent Funeral Grant, (a scheme 

which pays out a grant payment, currently £1,150, on the death of a Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

Minister who is either in a Charge or has retired from a Charge), the Finance & Sustentation Committee, in 

seeking a degree of equity for the Home Mission Worker and the Resident Lay Agent, recommend the 

following scheme to the General Assembly. 

Ordinations & Inductions   

Rev. Hugues Pierre Pau, France 30 October 2021 

      

Retiral    

Rev. William Macleod Knightswood 2 November 2021 

      

Resignations     

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod Knock & Point 5 November 2021 

   

Register & Rolls:   

Probationers:   

Nil     

   

Register of Ministers without Charge — eligible for call — as at 1st  March 2022 

Joshua David Cochran Licensed by Presbytery of United States 11 November 2021 

 

Roll of Resigned Ministers 

Rev. John J. Harding   

Rev. Sherman Isbell   

Rev. Bert Pohl   

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod    
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Grants for Funeral Costs – Resident Lay Agent & Home Mission Worker  

The General Assembly approve a scheme for a grant payment on the death of a Free Church of Scotland 

(Continuing) Resident Lay Agent/Home Mission Worker with the following caveats: 

1. The recipient must have been an employee of the Scottish Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) at date 

of decease; 

2. The grant shall be payable on formal written notification of decease by the relevant Committee to the 

General Treasurer; 

3. The Committee to provide the name and contact details of the executors of the estate of the deceased; 

4. The General Treasurer to arrange for payment via the relevant Standing Committee or executors of the 

estate of the deceased; 

5. The funeral grant to be reviewed triennially in conjunction with Supply Fees and Expenses. 

The General Assembly repeal Act XI, 1962 — Act anent Dependants of Lay Agents or Retired Lay Agents 

on their death. 

19.  Mr Donald A. Robertson 

The General Assembly of 2008 appointed Mr Donald A. Robertson as Resident Lay Agent.  In the ensuing 

years Mr Robertson has proved to be most faithful and diligent in the service of the Lord.  His travels have 

taken him to many Congregations and all our Scottish presbyteries have benefited from his labours at one 

time or another.  The burdens of many Interim Moderators and the worries of many vacant Congregations 

were eased by his willing assistance.  Besides faithfully preaching the Word he has also been most 

assiduous in pastoral visitation and eternity alone will reveal the fruit  that followed.  Mr Robertson took 

unwell in February of this year and following a period of leave of absence he intimated to the Committee 

his intention to retire from 31 March 2022.  It was with a real sense of sadness that the Committee received 

this news, and they wish Mr & Mrs Robertson every blessing as they adjust to a new stage in their lives. 

20.  Conclusion 

As we draw our Report to a close, we are conscious that once again the events of the past year have shown 

how uncertain life can be.  The most unexpected of changes can quickly come upon us and therefore it 

behoves us, amid all our necessary planning, to leave ourselves in the care of the one who knows the end 

from the beginning and who hath done all things well (Mark 7:37). 

MURDO A.N. MACLEOD,  Convener 

MURDO MACIVER,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Finance & Sustentation Committee and 

thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk, for their stewardship of the financial affairs 

of the Church during the past year; 

2. The General Assembly acknowledge with thanksgiving the goodness of Almighty God in the provision 

for the financial needs of the Church in the past year; 

3. The General Assembly thank each individual and every Congregation for their sacrificial support of 

the Gospel ministry, missionary interests, and other activities of the denomination; 

4. The General Assembly note the significant amount of income reclaimed through the Gift Aid Scheme 

and encourage each Congregation to promote the benefits of using the Scheme wherever possible; 

5. The General Assembly endorse the recommendation of the Finance & Sustentation Committee that the 

Draft Budget for 2023 be approved with a projected surplus of £831; 
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6. The General Assembly note with concern the dramatic rise in the cost of living, especially the 

escalating cost of energy, which has arisen from the current economic crisis, and enjoin our people to 

make these developments a matter of prayer; 

7. The General Assembly give thanks for the good relationship enjoyed with Stewardship and note that 

all financial commitments to the Company have been met over the past year; 

8. The General Assembly thank Congregations and Presbyteries for the prompt submission of Statistical 

Schedules and attested Accounts to the General Treasurer; 

9. The General Assembly thank all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for managing financial 

affairs at a Congregational level.  They draw the attention of all Congregational Treasurers to the 

importance of confirming, in a timeous manner, the accuracy of figures forwarded to them monthly by 

the Financial Administrator, with specific attention being given to the year-end 31st December figures; 

10. The General Assembly declare an Equal Dividend of £22,000 from 1st July 2022; 

11. The General Assembly remind all Congregations that the total payroll cost from 1st July 2022 for each 

minister is £26,581; 

12. The General Assembly approve the proposed scheme for a grant payment on the death of Resident Lay 

Agents or Home Mission Workers; 

13. The General Assembly exhort Congregations to remit, in a timeous manner each month, a minimum of 

75% of ordinary income to Central Funds wherever possible, to ensure financial support for the Gospel 

ministry; 

14. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the financial assistance given to those 

Congregations who are servicing mortgage loans; 

15. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord for the provision of a new church building for the 

Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation and look forward in anticipation to the time when its doors will be 

open for the public worship of God; 

16. The General Assembly are thankful to the Lord that in his providence the Bracadale & Duirinish 

Congregation have paid off their mortgage loan held on the manse property at ‘Loch Mor’, Struan, and 

that the process for transfer of title from the denomination to local trustees can proceed; 

17. The General Assembly thank Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for the continued dedication and 

professionalism he has displayed in the carrying out of his duties in the past year; 

18. The General Assembly thank Mrs Muriel Smith, Financial Administrator, for her diligence and 

efficiency over another year; 

19. The General Assembly thank CIB Services, Stornoway, for their work on behalf of the Church over the 

past year and re-appoint them as Auditors for the coming year; 

20. The General Assembly encourage a prayerful concern for all our Congregations and the challenges 

faced at local level; 

21. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of Knock & Point continue on the Equal Dividend 

Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent Sustentation 

Fund, for a period of 5 years from commencement of a settlement, subject to the Congregation 



REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 86 [2022 

 

 

promising to remit to Central Funds 83% of Equal Dividend; 

22. The General Assembly direct that the Congregation of North Uist & Grimsay continue on the Equal 

Dividend Platform under Special Arrangements in accordance with Act XVIII 1998 — Act anent 

Sustentation Fund, for a period of 5 years, subject to the Congregation promising to remit to Central 

Funds 74% of Equal Dividend; 

23. The General Assembly are thankful that the Congregation of Aberdeen are now on the Equal Dividend 

Platform and note they are no longer under Special Arrangements; 

24. The General Assembly express their appreciation to all who have assisted with pulpit supply over the 

past year and crave God’s blessing upon their labours in the Gospel; 

25. The General Assembly note the retirement of Mr Donald A. Robertson from the post of Resident Lay 

Agent on 31 March 2022; they thank him warmly for his diligence over many years and wish him the 

Lord’s richest blessing in the days to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF  



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND (CONTINUING) 2022] 87 

 

 

APPENDIX 

Annual Report from Congregations on Special Arrangements 

The following are summaries of the Reports submitted to the Finance & Sustentation Committee by the 

various Congregations for whom Special Arrangements were in place during 2021.   

Aberdeen FC(C) 

The Aberdeen Congregation have now paid off their loan and as a result own their church building outright.   

They are grateful to God for this provision and for all who helped them to achieve this so quickly.  They 

intend to look at the possibility of purchasing a house suitable for use as a manse to ensure the long-term 

welfare of the Congregation. 

Worship has been maintained throughout this unusual time either in person, online, or, as at present, a 

mixture of both church-based meetings with Zoom access for those requiring it, and online meetings.  

Mrs McGlynn continues to provide a Sabbath School class for those of a suitable age.  The Congregation 

look to the Lord for more teachers to enable a splitting of the classes which would be preferable due to the 

range of ages represented.  

Ayr FC(C) 

The Congregation in Ayr has known a period of consolidation and encouragement during the last year.  

There has been financial and numerical growth despite the continuing influence of Covid.  

The Congregation had the services of the Home Mission Worker in August whose work in the area around 

the Church building assisted the work of outreach by the Minister.  Around 1,000 homes had their doors 

knocked and received Good News magazines.  At the end of the year around 700 TBS calendars were 

distributed.  Some useful contacts have been made and an area around the Church of around 1,000 homes 

has been identified for ongoing outreach efforts.   

Although as yet no one has begun attending through the outreach work, new faces have appeared, and some 

have become regular attenders.  The number of households connected with the Congregation is now 14, and 

although attendance levels have been fairly static (Sabbath morning 22; evening 18; Prayer Meeting 15), 

partly through death and young folk away from home studying, the situation feels stronger and more stable 

with more households in attendance.  Overall, membership increased over the year from 11 to 14, and there 

were three professions of faith.  One adult and two children were baptised.  There are 12 supporting 

adherents and 6 children connected with the Congregation.  In addition, there are a variety of contacts who 

are visited regularly. 

During 2021 a Sabbath School was started as well as a midweek Kids’ Bible Club and a Youth Fellowship.  

There is also a monthly Ladies’ Bible Study as well as regular gatherings after services to encourage 

fellowship. 

The Congregation appreciate the financial support and prayer of the wider Church.  They look to the Lord 

to bless their ongoing witness and are not without hope of seeing the Lord’s cause in Ayr strengthened in 

2022.  They look to the Lord to do this, to whom alone belongs all the glory.   

Ballyclare & DoaghFC(C) 

The Congregation are pleased to report that there have been a number of encouragements over the past year, 

comprising of an increase in membership together with a number of baptisms.  In December, a series of 

fellowship meetings was arranged for the winter season, generally meeting on or near the last Friday of the 

month.  The format is to propose a subject in advance and have the men speak to it from their recent 



REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 88 [2022 

 

 

experiences.  This has proven very beneficial. 

The attendances at the mid-week meeting have also been encouraging.  Another source of great 

encouragement is the diligence and commitment of the elderly which is a demonstration of their active 

spirituality.  Finally they have appointed an additional Ruling Elder which has been a tremendous boost for 

the Congregation.   

Matters of prayer for the Congregation are those who have suffered physically because of the recent 

providence and who are struggling to become actively involved in the life of the Church, as well as those 

who in recent times have experienced illness, and of course that the Lord will be pleased to increase the 

work yet further.   

The Congregation thank the denomination at large for their ongoing support and interest in their welfare.   

Brora.   

Place of Worship 

The Congregation continue to avail themselves of the Scout Hall in Brora for public worship on the 

Sabbath.  As this hall is not available during the week the Congregation still need the use of homes kindly 

supplied by the Congregation for a midweek meeting.  The Covid-19 restrictions have again this year been 

upsetting to the Public Worship of the Congregation.  It has been the continued practice of the Congregation 

during the past year to join with the rest of the Congregations in the Free Northern Presbytery for the 

Midweek Meeting by the means of Zoom. 

It has become the prayer of the Congregation that the Lord in His goodness and in the advancement of His 

cause would give us a building of our own.  This is desired for a greater visible presence and the 

establishment of firmer roots in Brora.   

Manse 

The Congregation continue to be thankful for the provision of a manse.  It is hoped that some building work 

on the manse that is urgently needed will be carried out this year, at least to some extent.  

Congregation 

The Congregation had another year of mixed providences.  A number of members have entered into their 

eternal rest in the Lord.  Encouragement has come from a number of individuals who have come to worship 

with the Congregation in the past year.  The Congregation are deeply thankful for the provision of a 

minister.  After a number of years of supply, the consistent weekly ministry of a minister in charge has been 

a kind providence.  The Congregation remain very much committed to the Lord, His work and each other.   

Vision 

The Congregation continue to hope that in providence the right circumstances will soon allow for a 

coordinated outreach in Brora and the surrounding villages.  The Congregation of Brora continue to look to 

the Lord for growth, numerical and financial, and most importantly spiritual growth among the 

Congregation.   

Harris (Leverburgh).   

Following the second lockdown public worship was resumed in March.  Due to health and or transport 

issues a small number of the Congregation have been unable to attend.  Despite this, average attendances at 

morning and evening Sabbath services have remained steady at 17 and 15 respectively, including an 

encouraging number of teenage children on a regular basis.  All eight members are normally able to attend 

the Prayer Meeting.   

The Congregation thank Rev. Raymond Kemp for his services as Interim Moderator and for the 

encouragement and support given during the ongoing vacancy.  Securing supply locally has been 
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particularly challenging and the Congregation are grateful to all who have come amongst them to proclaim 

God’s Word.  The ongoing availability of St Kilda House has been very helpful in provision of hospitality 

to visiting ministers.   

The Finance Committee (local) has deferred the consideration of major internal renovations to the church 

building but it has been possible to carry out the much-needed resurfacing of the car park.  The 

Congregation also now has a dedicated website which includes uploaded sermons.   

Towards the end of 2021 Rev. James Clark accepted a Call to become Minister of the Congregation and his 

Induction took place on 11th February 2022.  This is a great encouragement, and they are thankful to the 

Lord for the provision of a settled ministry over them once again.  They would covet the prayers of the 

wider denomination that the Lord’s blessing would be upon the newly commenced ministry.   

Kilmuir & Stenscholl 

It has been a quiet year for the Congregation.  All major refurbishments to the manse are now complete.  

While remittances had to be lowered last year due to the prevailing financial situation, they are thankful to 

the Lord that givings remain steady, and monies are remitted timeously.  Numbers are small, averaging 10 – 

12 every Lord’s Day.  Outreach has begun in the community and is ongoing.   

Knock & Point.   

The past year has been a difficult one for the Congregation.  However, the Congregation has rallied and 

there seems to be a healthy spirit among the people with regular attendance at both Sabbath services as well 

as at the weekly prayer meeting.  A new monthly fellowship began in February.  There has also been an 

increased interest observed in the electronic broadcasting of services.  Three new people have begun 

attending over the past few months.   

The Congregation does face serious challenges.  The owner of the manse property suddenly and 

unexpectantly passed away in December.  It is uncertain at this stage what the outcome of this will have on 

the rental of the manse property.  However, there is no imminent danger of losing the manse.  

The Congregation requires the prayerful support of the wider church.  They need a minister to fill the 

vacancy; families and individuals to join them as a church family; security of tenure for the manse property; 

and most of all God’s blessing upon His Word as it is preached from week to week. 

North Uist & Grimsay.   

There is little change from 2020, although Covid-19 had less of an impact upon the Congregation during 

2021   

Office-bearers 

The Congregation have one elder of their own and are grateful for the help of the two General Assessors 

who were appointed to the Congregation by the Presbytery in 2016.  They have no deacons of their own.  

At the end of 2021 there were ten communicants and eleven supporting adherents   

Worship 

They have two services on the Sabbath (12noon & 6pm) and a Prayer Meeting on Thursday afternoons 

(3pm).  Due to Covid-19 restrictions public worship was suspended on 22nd January 2021, resuming on 25th 

March 2021 as a result of the judicial ruling in the Court of Session against the closure of churches.  Online 

Sabbath services were not held during the 2021 lockdown, but prayer meetings continued by means of the 

Zoom teleconference facility.   

Attendance 

Attendances at the services during 2021 were similar to 2020.  At the end of the year there were fifteen 

regular attenders at the Sabbath noon service (fourteen in 2020) and twelve at the evening service (thirteen 
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in 2020); the regular number attending the Prayer Meeting was eight (eight in 2020).   

Future 

It has been a great encouragement for the Congregation to have someone new worshipping with them 

regularly since April 2021, attending the two Sabbath services and the Prayer Meeting.  They continue to 

pray that they may see others beginning to attend, including those of the world coming out to hear the Word 

of God.   

Poolewe & Aultbea.   

As in common with all Congregations in our denomination, 2021 has been another challenging year due in 

the main, to the continuing impact of the Covid-19 virus restrictions.   

The rental agreement for use of the Bualnaluib Primary School Hall for Public Worship has not 

recommenced and is unlikely to do so again.  They are thankful that in May 2021 the Lord provided the 

Poolewe Village Hall as a suitable substitute and services have been held there ever since.  Attendances at 

the public means of grace have been negatively affected as some remain anxious about attending public 

spaces, and an ageing Congregation increasingly experiences restricted mobility and health issues.  Numbers 

were between 7-9 morning and evening on the Lord’s Day, and 2-4 at midweek Prayer Meeting services.   

Structures remain in place introduced by the Deacons’ Court to ensure freewill offering contributions were 

collected from homes or electronically and it is pleasing to report that the Congregation has again managed 

to meet its financial commitments for the year.  The Congregation now carries the additional responsibility 

of monthly loan repayments, but the Deacons’ Court are thankful that the early signs are that this can be met 

in the short to medium term.   

The Covid-19 pandemic has also had a detrimental effect on the construction of the new church meeting hall 

and project timescales have slipped considerably.  At the time of writing, no estimate can be given for its 

completion.   

The Congregation remains fragile and aged, the longer-term impact of the Covid-19 situation being difficult 

to assess accurately at this time.  It is a matter of prayer that the Lord will sustain the witness of the 

Congregation in the community despite the obvious challenges.   

In common with many of the Congregations within the denomination, fervent prayer is requested in that the 

Lord might be pleased to add to their number and greatly bless the preaching of the Gospel.   

The Congregation are thankful for the Church’s prayerful concern.  
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VI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

LEGAL ADVICE & PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

Introduction 

The Committee are conscious of the inordinate time it is taking to establish denominational recognition for 

ministers under the government’s prescribed body status for performing marriage ceremonies.  Frustratingly, 

we are at the mercy of slow-moving government bureaucracy.  Also, our denomination’s safeguarding 

protocol, although correct in its stated principles, has been shown to have shortcomings and is in need of 

comprehensive review. 

1.  Marriage Authorisation – Prescribed Body Status 

At the time of writing this Report, the Scottish Government has considered the material submitted to them 

regarding the denomination’s application to be prescribed under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977,as a 

result of which Mr Simon Stockwell, Head of Family and Property Law, requested further information of a 

general nature to which the Committee have formally responded.  It is hoped that the Convener will have 

further information when he delivers his Report to the General Assembly. 

The Committee are once again indebted to Mr Maurice Grant for his assistance in this matter. 

2.  Church’s Law Agents 

As reported at last year’s General Assembly, the Committee have become increasingly concerned with the 

performance of Drummond Miller LLP in effectively representing the denomination.  In the past year, the 

only legal work that Drummond Miller has been involved in has been the transfer of property title requests 

from two of our Congregations.  Having monitored these cases closely, past concerns have not been 

alleviated; rather, they have been confirmed. 

The Committee therefore recommend to the General Assembly that Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, be 

appointed as the Church’s Law Agents.  The Committee have worked closely with Lindsays during the 

Kiltearn dispute with the Bank of Scotland and found them to be both competent and professional.  They 

have offered legal services in Edinburgh for over 200 years, with its solicitors offering a complete range of 

services to businesses and charities. 

In the event of the General Assembly’s approval of the Committee’s recommendation, existing business 

with Drummond Miller will continue until it is brought to a conclusion.   

3.  Safeguarding 

The Safeguarding Statement and Safeguarding Procedure policy is currently under review by the 

Committee.  To ensure that the denomination’s safeguarding policies, procedures and measures are fit for 

purpose, the Committee have forwarded all relevant documentation to Lindsays.  Initial feedback from the 

law agent has confirmed the Committee’s own opinion that the safeguarding protocol requires a root and 

branch review.  The Committee are committed to a thorough review as soon as is practicable. 

4.  Panel of Consultants 

The Committee were requested by the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to review the 

Panel of Consultants anent Allegations of Sexual Impropriety involving Adults with a view to giving clarity 

as to its need, purpose, procedures and how it fits into the Safeguarding Policy. 
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Due to the close relationship the panel has with the Safeguarding Statement and Safeguarding Procedure 

policy, the Committee have deferred the matter until the safeguarding review is complete. 

IAIN SMITH,  Convener 

MURDO MACIVER,  Vice-convener  

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Legal Advice & Property Committee and 

thank the Committee, and in particular the Convener and Clerk, for their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly bear with the Committee as they seek for the denomination to be prescribed 

under the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977; 

3. The General Assembly appoint Lindsays Solicitors, Edinburgh, as the Church’s law agents as from the 

rising of the Assembly;  

4. The General Assembly, having overall responsibility for Safeguarding within the Church, instruct the 

Committee to ensure that a thorough review of the Safeguarding policy and practice is undertaken 

timeously for the 2023 General Assembly; 

5. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to review the role of the Panel of Consultants anent 

Allegations of Sexual Impropriety involving Adults once the safeguarding review is complete. 
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VII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS, RELIGION & MORALS 

Reports from the Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee to the General Assembly serve as an 

opportunity to highlight the breadth of matters being considered by the Committee each year.  Sadly, the 

scope of matters requiring attention continues to expand.  The slide in public morals has become ever more 

rapid.  Areas of sin are tolerated and even defended in society and by politicians in a way that would have 

been unthinkable just a few decades ago. 

On a more practical level, it is often the case that one realises the value of what one had when it is gone, 

and, in this respect, the Committee have realised the value of their previous Clerk, Mr John N. Gillies.  

Without an appointed Clerk the work has been shared by various members of the Committee (and advisers!) 

and special thanks are  due both to Rev. David M. Blunt and Rev. Calum Smith. 

1.  Day of Humiliation and Prayer 

Following a Petition to the 2021 General Assembly from the Northern Presbytery, a Day of Humiliation and 

Prayer was called for by the Committee for Saturday 4th December 2021.  The Day was well observed 

throughout our Congregations and Presbyteries, and the thanks of the Committee are extended to all Kirk 

Sessions and Congregations that supported this call.  The sins of ourselves as the Church, and those of our 

nation, were lamented and confessed, and a cry to the Almighty was made across the land.  

2.  The Lord’s Day 

A special sub-group of the Committee has been established to consider items related to the observance (or 

lack thereof) of the Lord’s Day.  The Christian Sabbath is a flagship indicator of the general moral standard 

of any community.  This sub-group have contacted Presbyteries seeking information of any breaches that 

might be appropriately responded to by the Committee.  A regular protest against the Sabbath-breaking ferry 

runs into Stornoway is maintained by Rev. David Fraser.  Presbyteries are encouraged to make use of the 

sub-group should any issue arise in local areas which might benefit from being addressed by the Committee.  

This is not at all to prevent the work of Presbyteries in their own sphere but to offer such assistance to them 

as the Committee can provide.  

3.  Abortion 

The Committee continue to oppose the vile abortion laws throughout the United Kingdom.  It is heart-

breaking that these laws have become more entrenched, not less, in recent months, with the passing of 

legislation in Westminster to make “at-home” abortion a permanent legal right.  Abortion was made a 

devolved matter in 2015 but Westminster legislation sets a woeful precedent.  Indeed latest figures show that 

2020 has the sad distinction of being a record year for abortions in Scotland.  Despite this flood of infant 

deaths, the Scottish Government are continuing with proposals to make abortion easier, by making 

permanent the emergency legislation brought in during the Covid-19 pandemic.  This is despite the 

Government’s own consultation showing a majority of Scots opposed to these measures.  The Committee 

are thankful that so-called ‘buffer-zones’ excluding Christian witness and other pro-life protests from the 

immediate area around abortion clinics appear not to be receiving active consideration at Holyrood.  The 

Committee continue to support and commend the ‘Abort Abortion’ campaign organised by our Home 

Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison. 

4.  Legislation 

The Committee continue to occupy themselves with responding to unbiblical legislation and proposed 

legislation.  They remain concerned that elements of the defunct and illegal Named Person Scheme remain 
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in operation in some areas of the country.  Enquiries have been made to ascertain if this is indeed the case.  

Similarly, the Equal Protection from Assault legislation, prohibiting parents from exercising biblical 

discipline, remains under scrutiny within the Committee.  At present Gender Recognition Reform legislation 

is another area of alarm.  The damning evidence of the damage done to confused young people is mounting, 

where drugs are given to young folk to prevent the normal development of their bodies.  The emotional 

damage is also frightening.  Most of all, the spiritual oppression in seeking to damage the identity of those 

made in the image of God is incalculable.  The push for legislation to permit assisted suicide has again come 

before the Scottish Parliament.  The Committee continue to monitor these matters. 

One other area of serious concern at present is the effort being made across the United Kingdom to ban so-

called Conversion Therapy.  These proposals (presently at Westminster, but Holyrood legislation is likely to 

follow) purport to outlaw any efforts made to change the lifestyle of a homosexual person to embrace 

heterosexual norms, and abandon the sinful practices of homosexuality.  The implications for preaching, 

pastoring and even Christian witness are significant, and the Committee are committed to vigorously 

opposing this.  The Committee are thankful for the work being done by the Christian Institute in this area, as 

well as in many other matters. 

5.  Covid-19 

The Committee have had less direct engagement with Covid-19 matters than in the previous year.  

Nonetheless the Committee have continued to monitor the actions of the Scottish Government in this area, 

particularly as they relate to public worship.  The Committee have been pleased to note the return to the 

observance of the Lord’s Supper in many of our Congregations.  It grieves the Committee that, despite this 

clear warning from the Lord, we, as a nation, have not heeded this call, have not sought the Lord on our 

knees, have not forsaken our darling sins, nor have returned to the worship of the one true God.  

6.  War in Ukraine 

The Committee have only briefly had opportunity to consider the ongoing war in Ukraine.  They are 

conscious that the situation may well have changed significantly by the time of the publication of this 

Report.  Nonetheless the Committee consider the plight of the Ukrainian people to be the result of an unjust 

act of aggression on the part of the Russian President, Mr Putin.  They appeal to our Congregations to pray 

for all those who are impacted by the violence and bloodshed and seek opportunity to demonstrate Christian 

care wherever possible. 

We remain thankful that the Lord is on the Throne, and that the evil of men is ever overruled for his own 

purposes.  One interesting matter to note is the expectation of the state of Israel to receive up to 200,000 

displaced Jews returning to Israel from the war zone. 

Further, the Committee note that the whole world has, by this aggression, moved closer to a widespread if 

not worldwide conflict, than at any time since the fall of Communism and the old USSR.  Having refused to 

bend the knee and repent at the last worldwide crisis, we are now faced with an even greater threat than the 

pandemic.  When will the nations of this world, and our own United Kingdom in particular, acknowledge 

her sins and humble herself before the throne of grace?  It is an alarming thought what might next come 

upon this world if we continue to ignore the warnings of heaven.  

GREG MACDONALD,  Convener 

MURDO MACDONALD,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Public Questions, Religion & Morals 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Clerks pro tem, Convener, and Vice-convener; 
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2. The General Assembly commend the work of the Committee to our people.  They continue to 

encourage the uptake of related matters by local Church courts, and note the availability of the 

Committee to assist local courts where appropriate; 

3. The General Assembly note and approve of the Day of Humiliation and Prayer held in December 2021 

and thank all Congregations and people who sought mercy from the Lord for both Church and nation; 

4. The General Assembly join the Committee in continuing to commend the ‘Abort Abortion’ campaign 

and assure Mr Donald John Morrison, Campaign Co-ordinator, and other anti-abortion campaigners of 

the ongoing prayerful support of the Church.  They condemn the recent passing of permanent 

legislation making “at-home” abortion legal; 

5. The General Assembly note the establishing of a sub-group dealing with matters relating to the sanctity 

of the Lord’s Day.  They readily commend the keeping of the Lord’s Day to all our people and indeed 

to all mankind; 

6. The General Assembly note continued concerns about the defunct Named Persons’ legislation being 

utilised in local authorities and instruct the Committee to clarify this position;  

7. The General Assembly express deep concern over proposed Gender Reform legislation and decry the 

confusion sown in this area, especially amongst young people in our society.  They remain committed 

to the biblical pattern of male and female, man and woman; 

8. The General Assembly instruct the Committee to continue to monitor plans for the legalising of 

assisted suicide and report thereanent to the next General Assembly; 

9. The General Assembly note with concern proposals to ban so-called Conversion Therapy.  They 

instruct the Committee to make all suitable representations objecting to this proposal and report 

progress to the next General Assembly.  Further, the General Assembly affirm that no government has 

the right to interfere with the calling of Christ’s Church to call sinners to repentance, and to counsel 

those who struggle with temptation to sin; 

10. The General Assembly note the continued monitoring of Covid-19 legislation as it concerns churches 

by the Committee and encourage them to retain a watching brief in this area; 

11. The General Assembly deplore the loss of life caused by Russian aggression in Ukraine.  They urge our 

Congregations to be much in prayer for those suffering and grieving as a result of the war in Ukraine; 

12. The General Assembly note the further evidence of the hand of providence with the fragility of 

European peace, and appeal to our governments, both at Holyrood and Westminster, to call the nation 

to repent of its sin against the Lord, repeal ungodly legislation, and seek mercy from the Lord 

Almighty. 
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VIII. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON PSALMODY 

1.  Introduction 

The Praise of God is clearly of central importance to the Church and her testimony.  It is that part of 

Christian worship in which all present engage audibly and actively.  It goes without saying that the content 

of the praise and the manner of the praise are of vital importance in the Church and in the experience of the 

Christian believer.  We read in the Word of God in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ: By him therefore let us 

offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name 

(Hebrews 13:15).  

The content and manner of our sung praise are brought together in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, where we 

read: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord (Colossians 3:16).  

Some commentators and expositors take this verse as justification for non-inspired, or non-canonical, 

materials of praise, though it is no such thing.  To equate these terms with, say, modern hymnody is a huge 

leap which just cannot be proven.  It is much more natural to see the terms as expressive of the Psalter in the 

diversity of its types of song, something, we would maintain, that is reflected in the titles to the Psalms 

themselves.  (In the Greek translation of the Old Testament [the Septuagint], well known and used in New 

Testament times, the title of Psalm 76 has all three terms – Hymn, Psalm and Song!).  At any rate, what Paul 

is referring to in Colossians 3 is “the word of Christ,” which cannot be uninspired praise, but rather praise 

given by Christ through the Holy Spirit.  As we read in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, in what is essentially a 

parallel passage: …be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord (Ephesians 5:18,19).  

It is without any apology that we confine our sung praise to the inspired words of the Biblical Psalms, with 

the conviction that they are from Jesus and speak of Him and His Church (Luke 24:44).  But if the content 

of our sung praise is what it is – Holy Spirit-inspired Scripture speaking of Christ – then the manner of our 

praise should be exemplary, wholehearted and enthusiastic.  The responsibility of the Committee is: (a) to 

ensure a continuing supply of Psalmodies which provide accurate translations of the Psalms for singing with 

appropriate music for unaccompanied singing; (b) to produce aids to the leaders of the song in the 

congregations and the congregations themselves; (c) to encourage, in general terms, the use of metrical 

psalms among the Churches in public worship. 

2.  Availability of Psalmodies 

In 2013 the Church embarked on a project of producing a Staff split-leaf Psalter.  In the nature of the case, it 

was not inexpensive to buy.  However, between that first printing in 2013 up to 2020, 1,750 copies were 

printed.  We are thankful to the Lord for the success of this project, as there are less than 300 copies 

presently in stock.  It has been widely distributed, not least by the Presbytery of the United States.  Another 

printing is anticipated (DV) for 2023.  We have in stock forty copies of the Sol-fa edition last published by 

the then undivided Free Church in 1990/91, and obtained some while ago. 

3.  Aids for Congregational Singing 

There are still some copies available of the excellent Manual For Precentors published by the Committee in 

2009.  This is an invaluable aid for leaders in congregational song.  In addition to this, the Committee have 

produced a Classification of Metrical Psalm Tunes.  This booklet is intended to address the question of 

suiting tunes to the context and content of the Psalms.  To a significant degree this is implicit in the Psalters 
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which have suggested tunes at the head of the various Psalms.  However, the booklet will help clarify 

appropriate tunes for the theological and emotional nature of the passages selected for singing.  We are 

thankful to the Rev. William and Mrs Isobel Scott for advice on this, and for Mr Donald Macleod, Point, for 

his technical skills in producing the final printed booklet.  

4.  Additional Psalm Tunes 

The Committee have initiated an inquiry into the possibility of incorporating into our Psalters tunes 

commonly used in some of our Congregations but not presently included in the Psalters.  This project is at 

an early stage, and it is expected that notes of progress will be included in future Reports. 

5.  ‘Worthy to be Praised!’ CDs 

Another aid for Psalm-singing is available in the outstanding production through Rev. William and Mrs 

Isobel Scott, and the various singers involved, of a series of 12 Psalm CDs (plus a compilation disc, ‘Praise 

the Lord’).  They are designed to tie in with the cycle of annual Psalmody tests.  There are also teaching 

CDs in these collections, which help with part-singing.  These CDs are available from the Clerk to the 

Committee (psalmody@fccontinuing.org) and from the website operated by Mrs Mary Gillies (sing-the-

psalms.webs.com).  

The Committee appreciate that CDs are now being largely displaced by digital online recordings, such as are 

found on iTunes and similar media.  This matter is being actively pursued by the Committee.  

6.  Encouragement of the use of Metrical Psalms in Public Worship 

One of the purposes of the Psalmody Committee is the general encouragement of Psalm singing, not only 

within the Church but also beyond her bounds.  This seems even more important given the departure of the 

erstwhile Free Church of Scotland from the principle of purity of worship in using only inspired materials of 

praise in public worship, unaccompanied.  Among the interesting contacts in this connection in the past year 

has been one from a group called ‘Psalmii Cantati’ (literally, Psalms sung) within Romania.  The group has 

initiated ‘The Psalms Project Romania’ which is “a ministry dedicated to restore Psalm singing in the 

contemporary Evangelical church.” Contact has only been made lately and it remains to be seen what 

support we can give this encouraging development in furthering the singing of Psalms in the present day.  

See the YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogBfss1VU24. 

7.  Membership of the Committee 

The Committee has been blessed through the appointment to the Committee of Mr Christopher Reeder from 

the Presbytery of the United States.  In that connection, the ‘Zoom’ arrangement for Committee meetings 

has been a positive feature of the meetings in the past year. 

The Committee is again indebted to Rev. Andrew Allan for his excellent work as Clerk to the Committee. 

JOHN W. KEDDIE,  Convener 

CALUM MACLEOD,  Vice-convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Special Committee on Psalmody and thank 

the Committee, and in particular the Convener and the Clerk, for their diligence; 

2. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the wide circulation of the Staff Psalmody and the 

anticipation of another print run; 

3. The General Assembly thank the Special Committee on Psalmody for making available a booklet 

providing Classification of Metrical Psalm Tunes and commend its circulation among Precentors and 

Congregations; 
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4. The General Assembly thank Congregational Precentors for their work in leading the singing of praise 

in the Congregations; 

5. The General Assembly encourage the Special Committee on Psalmody to continue to encourage and 

promote the principles and practice of Psalm singing wherever they have opportunity; 

6. The General Assembly encourage Presbyteries in the teaching of Psalm singing in the Congregations 

within their bounds. 
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APPENDIX 

2 took part in the 2022 Psalmody Test and gained awards as shown: 

Portree 

Elementary Group 1:  Benjamin Ross, Ruth Ross 
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IX. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON HOME & FOREIGN MISSIONS 

1.  Introduction 

Mission is not something that we as a Church can choose to do, rather it is an obligation laid upon us by the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of the Church: Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 

every creature (Mark 16:15).  While a significant part of the Church’s work in preaching the Gospel is 

fulfilled in the settled pulpit ministry throughout our Congregations, this must be complemented by going 

out to those who are not already coming in, both at home and further afield.  

While some are identified as ‘missionaries’, it is important to recognise that each member of the Church 

must be engaged prayerfully in seeking the advance of the Gospel.  In this great work we must all labour 

together. 

The Committee are aware of, and thankful for, other missionary interests within the Church.  This Report 

focuses upon those areas of mission which are the specific responsibility of the Committee on behalf of the 

wider Church.  

2.  Home Mission 

The Committee are thankful for the tireless industry of Mr Donald John Morrison who has been involved in 

outreach in Portmahomack, Partick, Stornoway, Ayr, Ardelve, Holm (Inverness) and Edinburgh, as well as 

on Inverness High Street. 

Between 2020 and 2021 Mr Morrison distributed 15,500 booklets and magazines, 24,000 gospel tracts, and 

12,000 Trinitarian Bible Society calendars.  

Donations to the Gospel Fund in 2021 almost correspond to expenditure, and there remains sufficient funds 

to cover this shortfall (income £7,779.33, total expenditure £8,125.04).  

In part due to the period of enforced furlough during 2020-21, there remains a stock of 18,000 Good News 

magazines, and it is not anticipated that more will be required until 2023.   

In a personal capacity, Mr Morrison has been responsible for communicating with all politicians at 

Westminster, Edinburgh, Belfast and Cardiff about the ongoing moral outrage of abortion and promoting 

repeal of this legislation. 

3.  European Mission 

Navarre & Aragon  

The General Assembly of 2021 made the historic decision to erect the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon and 

organise the Spanish mission work into two Congregations, Pau in France, and Rubí, near Barcelona, in 

Spain.  Both Congregations were permitted to call a minister in a self-supporting tent-making capacity.  

Rev. Jorge Ruiz was already settled in Rubí, and on 30th October 2021 Rev. Hugues Pierre, Probationer, 

was ordained and inducted to Pau.  Assessor Elders have been appointed by the General Assembly to 

support the Presbytery and are also involved in the individual Kirk Sessions.  

Presently there are two men who are in the process of being recognised as Candidates for the Ministry; one 

is a native French speaker while the other speaks Spanish.  These men, Mr Paul Pontacq and Mr Joel 

Suarez, are presently engaged in studying through the Free Church Seminary following advice from the 
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Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee.  Now that international travel is becoming easier, it is 

expected that they will be able to visit Scotland in the coming months and be interviewed with a view to 

being formally recognised as Divinity Students.   

 

Recognising that the Presbytery of the United States successfully engaged in a process to raise sufficient 

funds to ensure the financial support of each minister presently in a charge, the Committee gathered and 

forwarded relevant information to the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon to encourage consideration of this 

important matter.  The Committee remain available to the Presbytery for consultation and support. 

The Committee are pleased to note that Mr Ruiz and Mr Pierre have been invited to participate as lecturers 

in a new online seminary, Seminario Teológico Reformado – William Ames (Reformed Theological 

Seminary – William Ames), currently being developed by the Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada Nacional de 

Bolivia (IPRNB) (National Presbyterian Reformed Church of Bolivia).   

The Seminary developed by Mr Ruiz, the Academía de Teología Reformada, continues with two students 

actively pursuing the course; one is a member in the Congregation in Rubí, the other is a pastor of a 

Congregation in another part of Spain.  Mr Ruiz also presents regular lectures in Systematic Theology on a 

Friday evening in the church in Rubí, which a small number attend.    

Contact has been made with the Presbytery from a group of believers in Braga, Portugal, seeking 

information, advice and support.  Although they are distinct languages, there is a strong relationship 

between Spanish and Portuguese which facilitates this.  Although located in Portugal, most of these 

brethren originate from Brazil.  

The Committee have been made aware of a growing movement within the Church in Brazil seeking 

reformation, strengthened by the discovery of reformed theological literature.  A significant factor in this 

development has been a series of conferences held over several years, with some speakers coming from our 

own Church.  It is interesting to note that the relatively small investment of speaking at a conference may 

have a significant impact, extending over many nations.  

4.  International Mission 

Zambia 

The Committee are pleased to continue making a financial contribution to the work of Marjanne Hendriksen 

who promotes and develops Christian Education in Zambia, primarily though supporting local schools and 

teachers.  

Sri Lanka – Reformed Protestant Mission 

Although the impact of Covid-19 has been felt throughout the Church, the consequences for the mission 

work in Sri Lanka have undoubtedly been greater, with families associated with the Congregation 

experiencing real hardship.  Religion appears to govern every aspect of life in Sri Lanka, where Buddhists 

and Hindus are the two dominant groups, although Islam’s rising presence is making itself increasingly felt.  

One Buddhist Shaman made international headlines with his claim that by adding a particular herbal 

concoction to the principal rivers of Sri Lanka and nearby India he would be able to heal the land and 

peoples of Covid.  The empty hopelessness of his claims was emphasised when he himself died after 

contracting the virus.  

The Gospel, however, offers a hope which does not make one ashamed.  Together with the faithful 

preaching of God’s Word, and through the generous giving of the Church, more than £9,000 worth of 

practical aid was distributed.  This ensured that the families of the Congregation, together with many in the 

local communities, were provided with basic supplies during periods of lockdown.  The Committee are 

thankful to the Lord for the individuals and Congregations who contributed to this. 
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Due to the various lockdowns it was not possible to continue the successful Sabbath School outreach which 

brought children from a village outside Vavuniya.  It is hoped that this work may begin again. 

While Covid lockdowns appear to have passed, economic pressures remain, with inflation escalating.  

While inflation has been increasing over the past couple of years, matters have reached a crisis point in the 

months leading up to the General Assembly.  The value of the Sri Lankan Rupee has plummeted, and, at the 

time of preparing this Report, is the world’s worst performing currency.  For many, basic household staples 

are either unavailable or simply unaffordable.  The nation’s largest supplier of fuel has increased prices by 

65%.  

The Government’s import ban of chemical fertilisers last year has unsurprisingly resulted in decreasing crop 

yields and an increasing dependency upon unaffordable imports. 

All of this has an impact upon different aspects of the work of the Mission.  Poorer families are struggling 

to provide basic meals and are unable to afford to travel. 

The Mission has been advised by Government officials that it is not possible to continue operating the small 

Berith Hostel from the church in Vavuniya, as the law prohibits its establishment upon religious grounds.  

This has been a disappointing development, and it does not appear that there is any alternative but to 

identify other options for the individual families using this facility.  Discussions are presently taking place 

with a suitable boarding school in the Northern province.  

Ceylon Christian Care (CCC), who have generously supported the diaconal work of the Mission since its 

inception ten years ago, ended their support during the past year.  While greatly appreciative of their past 

help, it was both disappointing and surprising that this happened.  The Kirk Session have spoken with 

representatives from CCC and expressed to the Committee their confidence that this decision does not 

reflect negatively upon the work of the Mission or the missionary, Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  In the 

providence of the Lord, financial dependence upon CCC had reduced significantly over recent years, in 

large part because the Mission now owns property, where previously CCC paid the monthly rent.  The 

withdrawal of CCC funds was not anticipated when building work began.  

The Christian Pre-school at Vavuniya is the only remaining project that was entirely funded by CCC, and 

by redirecting funds allocated to Berith Hostel there is only a small uplift required to ensure the 

continuation of this excellent project in a poor and otherwise disadvantaged community.  

Presently, work has been advancing with the building of a house for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan next to the 

Vavuniya church.  A generous donation from a donor from outwith the Church was expected to be 

sufficient; however, sudden escalating costs, because of the national economic crisis, mean that there are 

presently insufficient funds to complete the project.  Once complete there will be an annual saving to the 

Church of the cost of the present, rented accommodation.   

The gift of a generous donor has enabled publication in Tamil of Healthy Spiritual Growth by Rev. Joel 

Beeke.  This publication is now available for distribution.  

It was possible for Rev. James MacInnes to visit the Mission in March 2022, the first visit made to the 

Mission since Covid restrictions began two years previously.  A report will be available in the May issue of 

the Free Church Witness magazine relating to this.  One significant event during this time was the 

ordination of a deacon in the Congregation, Mr Beniel Jayolasintan.  This development is not only of 

practical advantage to the Mission but a very tangible encouragement to Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan, who was 

previously the only local office-bearer.  
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Acknowledging national inflation and the diminishing value of the Rupee, the General Assembly in 2021 

changed the way the monthly support for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan is paid and allowed the Committee 

greater flexibility.  In June 2021 the Committee resolved to continue payment in Rupees but at an increased 

rate, from 117,000 to 139,088 SLR.  

The Committee has since resolved from April 2022 to provide £500 sterling per month, recognising that the 

number of Rupees paid varies according to the exchange rate.  This will be monitored and adjusted as 

appropriate, as the economic situation in Sri Lanka develops.  

Following previous Assembly findings, the Committee have initiated discussions with the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee in relation to making provision for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan in retirement, but they 

do not yet have a proposal to bring before the Assembly.  The difficulty of bringing such a proposal has 

been hindered by the financial instability in Sri Lanka.  

The Committee had hoped that Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan would have been able to visit the UK to address the 

Assembly and visit the Congregations of the church.  Covid restrictions over the past two years have 

prevented this, and the lifting of these restrictions in recent months has not allowed sufficient time to plan a 

visit in 2022.  Consequently, provision has been made in the budget with the hope that he will be present at 

the General Assembly of 2023.  

As a result of meeting remotely by digital conference, it was however possible for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan 

to bring a brief report to the Assembly of 2021, and in the same way to address the School in Theology 

meeting at Larbert last September.    

5.  North America 

Smiths Falls, Canada 

Rev. Daniel Kok, a minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA), who had 

applied to join the denomination, has decided to withdraw his application.  The significant distance from 

other parts of the church has made supporting the work in Smiths Falls difficult.  There are no local office-

bearers.  

United States of America 

The Committee has a supervisory and supportive role in relation to the Presbytery of the USA, including 

ensuring the ready flow of information between Scotland and the USA.  

The Presbytery gives thanks for the blessings it enjoys as part of the larger denomination.  The fellowship 

and friendships maintained have been of tremendous encouragement and support to the work of Christ in 

America.  It remains the desire of the Presbytery to serve the larger denomination well, while establishing 

the doctrine, worship and heritage of the Free Church throughout the United States. 

The Presbytery currently consists of four established Congregations: Atlanta, Georgia; Burlington (formerly 

Mebane), North Carolina; Greenville, South Carolina; St. Louis, Missouri;  in addition there is a Preaching 

Station in Auburn-Opelika, Alabama.  Each of these Congregations maintains two services of worship on 

the Lord’s Day and a midweek prayer meeting.  An opportunity has recently arisen for our Congregation in 

North Carolina to purchase the building they have been renting.  A local Associated Reformed Presbyterian 

Church (a denomination with roots in the Scottish Secession churches) is closing down and their building is 

being sold for an excellent price to our Congregation to continue a Reformed and Confessional witness in 

the area. 

The Presbytery developed contact in the last year with a group of believers just over the Mexican border 

and have recently erected another Preaching Station in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.  The Presbytery would value 

prayer for the development of this work, especially given the practical challenges of it being in a different 
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country and the language barrier.  The Presbytery is also currently investigating the potential of establishing 

Preaching Stations in Greenville, Texas, and in Philadelphia, and would solicit the prayers of the wider 

Church.  One of the challenges in the past has been having men available to plant churches.  The Presbytery 

recently licensed Mr Joshua Cochran and continue to have Mr Tyler Ray as a Divinity Student under 

Presbytery care, together with two other men who are studying through our Seminary and hope to apply to 

be received officially as Divinity Students. 

The Presbytery were disappointed to cancel their annual Family Conference for 2020.  However, it was a 

joy to host the 2021 conference in Lexington, Kentucky, in August.  Circumstances prevented the 

Presbytery from its long-cherished custom of hosting ministers from Scotland, but the tradition was at least 

in part upheld and the Word was clearly preached in a Glaswegian accent by the visiting minister, Rev. 

Craig Scott (Grand Rapids RPCNA).  With certain travel restrictions remaining in place, the Presbytery will 

be sad not to have FC(C) ministers from Scotland to visit our 2022 conference, but again Scotland will be 

represented with Rev. Ian Macleod (Heritage Reformed Congregations, Canada) as the visiting minister.  

The Presbytery look forward to resuming their practice of inviting FC(C) ministers from Scotland to their 

Family Conference once more. 

Grange Press Trust, the Presbytery’s publishing arm, continues to publish its quarterly periodical, The 

Master’s Trumpet.  It has also produced a digital album of 16 selections from the Scottish Psalter named 

Grave Sweet Melody ,and also sells The Shorter Catechism Deck, a deck of cards to aid catechism 

memorisation.  The Trust is the sole distributor of the red Scottish Metrical Psalter in the USA, for which 

there is increasingly high demand.  Other projects include a Greek New Testament reader, a new edition of 

the metrical Psalter with John Brown’s notes and an abridgment of David Dickson’s notes on the Psalms.  

Other projects include the publication, for the first time in English, of John Brown of Wamphray’s work on 

The Nature of the Church.  Further details of Grange Press are available on its website, 

www.grangepress.com. 

6.  The Jews 

The Committee contacted Christian Witness to Israel to enquire about the recent name change to 

International Mission to Jewish People (IMJP).  It has been confirmed that this change does not relate to 

any deviation from the theological basis for the work of bringing the Gospel to Jewish people and relates 

rather to an attempt to emphasise Gospel priorities over geopolitical questions.  Furthermore, much of the 

work undertaken by IMJP is transacted away from the nation of Israel and involves working with Jewish 

people in other nations, including our own.  

As in previous years the Committee has allocated £1,000 to support the work of IMJP.   

More than 200 copies of the booklet, Mission of Inquiry to Israel in 1839 and its Consequences, written by 

Rev. John W. Keddie, has been published by the Committee.  The majority of these booklets have been 

sold, generating a small profit devoted to mission work.  It is the Committee’s desire that this will kindle 

and encourage an interest in Jewish mission. 

A. JAMES MACINNES,  Convener 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Committee on Home & Foreign Missions, 

and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and the Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald John Morrison, for his continued 

faithful service and assistance.  They commend Mr Morrison, his wife and family to the prayers of the 

Church; 
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3. The General Assembly note the establishment of the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon, and pray for the 

work of the Gospel within its bounds; 

4. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ordination and induction of Rev. Hugues Pierre to 

the Congregation of Pau, and commend Mr Pierre and the Congregation at Pau to the prayers of the 

Church; 

5. The General Assembly note the progress and developments of Spanish language online Theological 

Seminaries and pray that the Lord would use these facilities in the reformation of his Church; 

6. The General Assembly note the potential impact of ministers speaking at theological conferences and 

encourage any minister who might be invited to consider participating;  

7. The General Assembly commend the work of Miss Marjanne Hendriksen in developing Christian 

Education in Zambia.  They affirm support for this vital work amongst the children in the Christian 

schools; 

8. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the ongoing developments in the work in Sri Lanka 

under the care of Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan.  They commend him for his tireless service and commit both 

him and his wife, Dinogee, together with their daughter, Diyaththika, to the prayers of the Church; 

9. The General Assembly note with thankfulness the progress made in the building of a manse in 

Vavuniya and commend the project to the prayerful and practical support of the Church; 

10. The General Assembly continue to direct the Committee, in consultation with the Finance & 

Sustentation Committee, to consider what steps are required to be taken to ensure an equitable pension 

provision is made for Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan; 

11. The General Assembly acknowledge the debt of gratitude they owe to Ceylon Christian Care for their 

generosity in support of the diaconal work of our Mission in Sri Lanka; 

12. The General Assembly acknowledge the generous support provided directly to the Reformed 

Protestant Mission, Sri Lanka, that has enabled the recent building developments, and commend the 

ongoing work to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church;  

13. The General Assembly express their thankfulness for the Congregation of Smiths Falls and commend 

its ongoing needs to the prayers of the Church; 

14. The General Assembly note the development of a new preaching station in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, by 

the Presbytery of the United States of America and commend this work to the prayers of the Church; 

15. The General Assembly commend the Presbytery of the United States of America to the prayers of the 

Church as it investigates the possibility of establishing preaching stations in Greenville, Texas, and in 

Philadelphia;   

16. The General Assembly commend the work of International Mission to Jewish People (formerly 

Christian Witness to Israel) to the prayers and practical generosity of the Church. 
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X. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY & ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Last year the Report of this Committee mentioned lack of student applications and appealed to 

Commissioners to press on suitable men the need to answer the call to gospel service.  This year, one new 

application can be reported.  This student hopes to enter the Seminary on a four-year course in September, 

and for this the Committee are heartily thankful.  However, the need of more recruits is accentuated by the 

retirement of two more men from full-time pastoral ministry in the last six months. 

Our interim moderators are greatly dependent on retired men to fill vacant pulpits week by week but, in the 

course of nature, these men will see their strength declining and so they are only a short-term solution.  

When John Knox was a tutor, besieged in St Andrews Castle, he was summoned to answer the call of the 

Protestant Congregation to be their pastor.  He rose from his place sobbing and left the people, but could not 

refuse their call.  Without that compelling call, there might well have been no Reformation.  How earnestly 

must we press the need of the hour on able men so that they offer their service to the cause of Christ! 

THE SEMINARY 

The Committee are impressed again with the Seminary Lecturers’ willingness to adapt to various demands 

on their tuition.  This is all skilfully managed by the Principal, whose Report is appended below.  There 

may be further calls on them to adapt if the Committee brings forward measures to avert the crisis in 

manpower.  Some Congregations are too weak and isolated to support a full-time ministry but a mature 

man, on early retirement and pension, could serve part-time after abridged training? 

OVERSEAS STUDENTS 

The Committee were informed of two potential applicants for Recognition as Candidates for the Ministry 

from within the Bounds of the Presbytery of the United States of America.  Both have already undertaken 

theological studies in outside theological institutions but neither of them has been in membership for two 

years, and so they are unable to have their applications formally processed.  At the request of the Presbytery 

and with the advice of the Seminary, a course of studies was recommended to them at the Seminary which 

would enable them to fulfil the requirements of Act XIX 2017 should they be granted recognition.  One of 

these potential applicants is currently undertaking a one-year course, while the other has a two-year course 

to fulfil. 

The Committee also received applications for Recognition as Candidates for the Ministry from two men 

from within the Bounds of the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon.  Due to travel and associated difficulties in 

connection with the Covid-19 pandemic it was not possible for them to travel to Scotland for interview, and 

thus, in both instances, the application process has not been completed.  It is expected that this situation will 

be rectified in the coming months.  Meantime, following advice from the Seminary, the Committee 

recommended that they both pursue the Diploma Course at the Seminary.  One of them is pursuing a four-

year course, while the other, due to work commitments, is pursuing the course on a part-time basis.   

It is the hope of the Committee that all these men from overseas may be interviewed by the Committee and, 

if successful, they will then come formally under the supervision of the Committee for the remainder of 

their studies. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS FOR RECOGNITION AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE MINISTRY 

Timetable for Applications 

Whilst the Seminary and the Committee have sought to be as flexible as possible in handling applications 

for Recognition as Candidates for the Ministry, both are aware of the importance of adhering to the 

timetable for processing applications to ensure that all parties are fairly treated and that time is given for 

considered judgments to be made.  At present, it is expected that any application should be processed by the 

lower Courts and forwarded to the Committee by 1st January for commencing studies later that year.  This 

enables the Committee to deal with the application, including liaising with the Seminary, and allows the 

Seminary to make plans in reasonable time for each new Seminary year.  It is intended, going forward, to 

strictly adhere to this policy.   

Applications and Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020 

Where Students are to be treated under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020, there is a need for much fuller 

information than is ordinarily supplied with the Application forms for Recognition.  Only a detailed 

explanation of the previous studies of Students can enable both the Seminary and the Committee to make 

valid judgments in relation to the said Act, and such should accompany each application, together with an 

assessment of the training and teachers that the applicants have been under during their previous theological 

training.  Without such the applications are incomplete and cannot be properly processed, and therefore it is 

incumbent on Presbyteries who wish the said Act to be applied to ensure that full information is forwarded 

to the Committee along with the application.  

APPLICATION OF ACT XIX 2017 and ACT VI 2020 

Now that a group of students have completed their training under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020, the 

Committee have been able to review how, in practice, the said Acts can best be applied.  The following has 

been agreed in consultation with the Seminary: 

1. All Exit Exams in each department must be sat by each student.  The Principal will liaise with the 

Students and Lecturers to enable the Exit Exams to be undertaken in a time frame that is realistic 

for each Student.  Only where individual courses are prescribed by the Committee will the usual 

exam timetable be followed;   

2. The Seminary have agreed that each Lecturer will, where practicable, provide the notes for his 

courses to Act XIX 2017 Students so that they have all the material necessary to enable them to 

undertake the Exit Exams for each Department; 

3. Where Lecturers do not have set Courses for Students under Act XIX 2017, they will seek, 

nevertheless, to be in communication with such students, especially where there are specific areas 

of study which they believe are of importance and should be brought to their attention.  The 

Committee believe this to be important and for the good of such students; 

4. The Committee have agreed with the Seminary Lecturers that it is inappropriate for students to 

supply as Discourses pieces of work formerly submitted to other institutions as, inter alia, this 

could lead to awkwardness in the vetting of work attested by other institutions.  The Committee 

have therefore directed that all Discourses provided by Students under the said Acts be fresh pieces 

of work produced under the direction of the Seminary Lecturers themselves. 

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSIONS 

An application for admission from overseas reported at the last Assembly, which was deferred when Covid-

19 prevented a face-to-face interview, has now been withdrawn. 

An application received through the Southern Presbytery is the subject of a Supplementary Report. 

DAVID S. FRASER,  Convener 

DONALD A. ROBERTSON,  Vice-convener 
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SEMINARY REPORT 

The Seminary are aware of the pivotal role they play, under Christ, in maintaining the welfare of the Church 

for future ages.  They, having themselves learned the apostolic truth, are to commit the same to faithful 

men, who shall be able to teach others also.  In watching themselves and their doctrine, they are to set a 

pattern before those who are taught.  All too often in the history of the Church decline has set in from 

within, often having its roots in the theological halls of the day.  Those who teach in the Free Church 

Seminary are mindful of the solemn duty committed to them and seek to discharge it faithfully, aware that 

what they do, or fail to do, may affect generations to come. 

During the past year the Seminary has been active in teaching four students who are in the process of 

applying through Presbyteries furth of Scotland to train for the Ministry.  Advice was sought as to potential 

courses of studies and agreements were reached, which has meant that these students have not been 

hindered in their studies whilst their Applications for recognition as Candidates for the Ministry have been 

processed.  The lessons learned from the first batch of Students under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020 have 

proved helpful.  The flexibility of the Lecturers is to be commended and demonstrates the desire of the 

Seminary to be of as much help as possible in the training of Students.  In saying this, the Seminary believe 

that there is a need for Church Courts to seek to deal with Applications from potential Divinity Students 

according to the generally recognised timetable to enable the Seminary to function efficiently. 

Increasingly the Lecturers are making use of modern technology to communicate with Students.  As the 

Course is by distance learning, it is much easier to maintain contact with Students and provide them with 

tutorials and lectures.  Some of the Lecturers are making use of an online learning management system.  For 

a modest cost this provides a way whereby the materials needed for courses can be located in one place and 

students can make progress in their learning, moving from module to module, without relying on new 

materials being sent individually to them.  Additionally the Lecturers can immediately see how their 

students are progressing.  This should enable any problems to be picked up quickly and make the whole 

learning experience more efficient.   

At the 2021 General Assembly, Rev. Greg MacDonald was appointed as Lecturer in Systematic Theology.  

He is settling into this work and has one student who is following the full Diploma Systematic Theology 

Course.  This is enabling him to familiarise himself with the material without being overburdened.   

Whilst privileged to be able to provide training for those from overseas, the Seminary are thankful that, 

after a break of some years, they will have a “home-based” student once more when the new session begins 

in September.  This should enable the Lecturers to be able to recommence the “Seminary days” of face-to-

face teaching and fellowship.  How exactly this will work in practice has still to be arranged and there will 

be changes to what happened hitherto, given that, at present, none of the Lecturers is resident in the 

Inverness area.  In addition the Seminary will be able to recommence their public meetings, which will 

begin with a meeting to mark the opening of the Seminary Session in September.  After a break of a number 

of years this development is to be welcomed. 

With the translation of Rev. James Clark to Harris, the Seminary are thankful that Rev. John W. Keddie has 

agreed to serve as the Seminary Librarian.  Enquiries concerning the Seminary Library should, in the first 

place, be directed to Mr Keddie. 

The Certificate in Theological Studies Course continues as before.  At present there are two students, one in 

each year of the course, and they are diligently pursuing their studies.  Sometimes students have to drop out 

for various reasons, leaving the numbers depleted, but the Seminary believe that the Certificate Course is a 

useful form of study and of benefit to those men who wish to gain some theological training, but who are 

not seeking preparation for full-time ministry.  It has been agreed that, with the limited number of places on 

the course, priority be given to FC(C) office-bearers and members who apply, then UK-based applicants 
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and then other applicants.  

It had been hoped that the 6th Volume of the annual Seminary Journal would be available last year.  

Attempts are being made to have it ready in time for the 2022 General Assembly.  The Seminary Handbook 

is again being updated and, with the agreement of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee, it 

also contains, as an Appendix, their Handbook for Free Church Students.  It is hoped that this may prove 

beneficial to future FC(C) Students. 

The Seminary are grateful to the Lord’s people for remembering them in prayer. 

GRAEME CRAIG,  Principal 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report of the Training of the Ministry & Admissions 

Committee and thank the Committee, especially the Convener and Clerk; 

2. The General Assembly thank the Principal and Lecturers of the Seminary for their continued, 

innovative adaption of their tuition to the needs of our students and pray for their continued strength 

for their vital service; 

3. The General Assembly note with satisfaction the progress of overseas students towards full enrolment 

into the prescribed training courses; 

4. The General Assembly express their thanks to God for one new student accepted and expected to begin 

his training in September, inst.?; 

5. The General Assembly remind Ministers, Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries of the need to adhere to the 

timetable set by the Training of the Ministry & Admissions Committee and that all Applications for 

Recognition as a Candidate for the Ministry should be in the hands of the Clerk of the said Committee 

by the 1st January preceding the anticipated commencement of studies at the Seminary; 

6. The General Assembly remind Presbyteries supporting Applications for Recognition as a Candidate for 

the Ministry under Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020 that they are required to submit full information on 

such applicants’ previous theological training when forwarding the Applications to the Clerk of the 

Committee; 

7. The General Assembly note and approve of the way in which the Training of the Ministry & 

Admissions Committee and the Seminary are currently applying Act XIX 2017 and Act VI 2020; 

8. The General Assembly renew their appeal to our ministers to seek out men worthy to serve in the 

ministry and to recommend  that they apply for training. 
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XI. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

GENERAL TRUSTEES 

1.  The Remit of the General Trustees 

The remit of the General Trustees is to manage the Trust Estate of the denomination, i.e. the assets in funds 

and property which the Trustees hold on behalf of the Church.  Their duties derive partly from civil law and 

partly from relevant Assembly legislation.  The Trustees are required to comply with the Charities and 

Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, and associated regulations.  Their responsibilities to the Church 

are set out in Acts of the General Assembly (Act X 2015 and Act VIII 2016). 

2.  The Current Role of the General Trustees 

The Trustees have been involved in several matters over the past year, as detailed below.  In addition, they 

have fulfilled their statutory responsibility in relation to the Annual Denominational Accounts and OSCR 

Return. 

3.  Properties 

House at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain 

Following a relatively short period of time on the open market, a sale was achieved in September 2021.  

The net proceeds of the sale, £92,531, were passed to denominational funds in accordance with the terms of 

the original bequest in 2010. 

The General Trustees record their thanks to the late Mr John Mackenzie for his considerable assistance over 

the years whilst the property was vacant, and to a neighbour, Mrs Sheila Mackay, for her help with the 

property.  

Edinburgh Manse 

There has been considerable correspondence with the Church’s Law Agent, Drummond Miller, over recent 

months, in an attempt to secure the transfer of title to Local Trustees.  This has proved extremely frustrating 

– especially given that the process was initiated by the General Trustees in March 2020.  Some clarity has 

now been obtained from the Law Agent as to what additional information is required to record the Title 

with Registers of Scotland.  

We trust that at the General Assembly it will be possible to report definite progress regarding this matter. 

Duthil-Dores Manse 

Transfer of Title to the Local Trustees, in accordance with the funding agreement, has not been progressed 

further.  

Following clarification of the steps involved with the Edinburgh manse title, it is hoped that this will be 

taken forward soon. 

Bracadale & Duirinish Manse 

Following repayment of the denominational loan, the local Deacons’ Court have initiated the process to 

transfer Title to the Local Trustees.  

It is a great encouragement to the General Trustees, and the wider denomination, that these three 

Congregations will shortly have title to their manses. 
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3.  Personnel 

The General Trustees are requesting that the Assembly approve the Roll of the Board of the General 

Trustees. This is set out in the Proposed Deliverance and remains unchanged from the preceding General 

Assembly. 

4.  Thanks 

The General Trustees thank Mr John Gillies for his diligent work as Clerk over another year, in addition to 

serving as Trustee representing the Southern Presbytery.  Thanks are also recorded to Mr Murray Mackay, 

General Treasurer, for his advice to and support of the General Trustees. 

ANDREW I. NAYLOR,  Chairman 

LINDSAY MACCALLUM,  Vice-chairman 

PROPOSED DELIVERANCE 

1. The General Assembly receive and adopt the Report and thank the General Trustees for their 

continuing work on behalf of the denomination; 

2. The General Assembly note the successful sale of the dwelling house at Tain and record their thanks to 

the Law Agents, MacKenzie & Cormack, and the late Mr John Mackenzie for his assistance; 

3. The General Assembly note the current position with regards to the Edinburgh, Duthil-Dores, and 

Bracadale & Duirinish Manses and encourage the General Trustees to give all necessary assistance and 

advice to ensure transfer of titles as soon as possible;  

4. The General Assembly approve the current Roll of the Board of Trustees as follows: 

Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Lindsay MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman); 

Mr Murdo MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas MacInnes, Portree; 

Mr John N. Gillies, Partick; 

5. The General Assembly thank Mr John Gillies for his services as Clerk to the Trustees and record their 

gratitude to Mr Murray Mackay, General Treasurer, for his professional advice and assistance over the 

past year. 
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE COMMISSION 

OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

(CONTINUING) 

 

On Tuesday 5th October 2021 and Tuesday 1st March 2022 there was no business to 

bring before the Commission and therefore the Commission did not meet. 
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STANDING ORDERS OF ASSEMBLY 

As revised and classified by Act VIII, 1853; and amended by Act VIII, 1855; Act VI, 1856; Act 

III, 1857; Act X, 1858; Act III, 1859; Act III, 1860; Act X, 1861; Act IV, 1864; Act IV, 1865; Act 

IX, 1866; Act VIII, 1868; Act I, 1873; Act I, 1876; Act I, 1885; Act IV, 1888; Acts VI, and VII, 

1889; Acts IX, XIII, XIV, 1890; Act V, 1891; Act V, 1893; Act VII, 1894; Act IX, 1896; Act X, 

1907; Act X, 1908; Act VIII, 1909; Act V, 1911; Act VIII, 1912; Act IV, 1913; Act V, 1913; and 

findings of 26th May 1916, 30th May 1921, 16th November 1921 and 29th May 1923 and Act III, 

1926; finding of 31st May 1927; Act V, 1929; Act VII, 1930; Act VIII, 1931; Acts VIII, IX and X, 

1933; Act III, 1936; Act VII, 1937; Act II, 1940; Act II, 1947 and Act IX, 1948; finding of 25th 

May 1950; Act VII, 1950; finding of 22nd May 1952; Act IV, 1954; Act VI, 1961; Act I, 1963; 

Act VII, 1963; finding of 19th May 1964; Act I, 1965; Act II, 1966; finding of 26th May 1966; Act 

XIV, 1967; Act I, 1968; Act IV, 1968; Act II, 1969; Act III, 1969; Act IX, 1970; Act XXV, 1973; 

Act I, 1975; Act XXXVII, 1975 amended by Act XI, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1977; Act XIV, 1978; 

Act II, 1979 amended by Act XII, 1980 and Act XXIII, 1979 and Act VIII, 1982; Act II, 1984; 

Act VIII, 1987; Act III, 1989; Act III, 1992; Act VIII, 1993; Act XXVI, 1993; Act XVI, 1995; 

Act I, 1996; Act III, 1996; Act IV, 1997; Act II, 1998; finding of 22nd May 1998; Act XX, 1999; 

finding of 10th May 1999; Act XXII, 2001; Act III, 2002; Act III 2008; Act X 2012; Act I, 2013; 

Act II, 2014; finding of 25th May 2016, Act I, 2018. 

It is ordered — 

I. AS TO REPRESENTATION OF PRESBYTERIES 

1. That all Commissions, transmitted to the Clerk of Assembly, shall be revised by him, in so far as 

regards their regularity in point of form, and that the Clerk shall prepare a Report on the subject and submit 

the same to the Committee appointed by the Assembly for the revising of Commissions. 

2. That the Clerk of the Assembly shall furnish all Presbytery Clerks with printed copies of the form of 

Commission to Representatives hitherto in use, and also printed copies of the bona fide Certificates to be 

used by Kirk Sessions, according to Act VIII, Assembly 1853, and Act IX, Assembly 1863, for certifying 

elders who are chosen to be Commissioners to the General Assembly. 

3. That there shall be attached to Commissions a statement, certified by the Presbytery Clerk, of the 

number of charges in each Presbytery at the date of the Commission, and of any changes that have taken 

place during the previous year. 

4. That Clerks of Presbyteries shall send intimation to the Clerk of Assembly on the death of a 

colleague, or of the induction of a colleague immediately after that event has taken place. 

5. That the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee at its stated meeting in October shall 

ascertain the effects as regards representation of any changes in Presbyteries which may have occurred in 

the course of the previous year, by the death or removal, or by the induction of Colleague-ministers, or by 

the sanctioning or the reduction of charges by the preceding General Assembly or its Commission, or by 

any other cause, and shall immediately thereafter intimate to the Presbyteries concerned what will be their 

representation in the ensuing General Assembly. 

6. That the decision of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, so intimated to 

Presbyteries, shall be subject to review by the General Assembly, if appealed against or dissented from. 

7. That should any question arise between the month of January and the meeting of Assembly, not 
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provided for by these Orders, the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee shall meet for the 

consideration and disposal of such questions. 

II. AS TO THE TRANSMISSION TO THE CLERK OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BILLS, 

COMMISSIONS, OVERTURES, RETURNS TO OVERTURES AND PETITIONS 

1. That the names and full postal addresses of the Representatives of Presbyteries shall be transmitted 

by Presbytery Clerks to the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year, so far as they 

have been elected by that time. 

2. That all Commissions shall be sent up by Clerks of their respective Presbyteries, so as to be in the 

hands of the Clerk of the General Assembly at least one week before the Assembly meets. 

3. That all Overtures from Presbyteries and Synods, passed by the first day of May, be sent to the 

Clerk of Assembly not later than that date each year, in order that they may be duly arranged and printed, at 

the expense of the Assembly, for the use of the members, and that said Overtures be in the form of certified 

extracts from the Minutes of the Court by which the Overtures are transmitted. 

4. That Presbyteries shall transmit to the Clerk of Assembly their Returns to Overtures not later than 

the first day of May in each year; that said Presbyterial Returns shall consist of certified extracts from the 

Minutes of Presbytery; and that a separate leaf of paper shall be used for the Return on each Overture sent 

down by the General Assembly. 

5. That papers and cases intended to be transmitted to the Assembly through the Committee on Bills, 

shall be laid before that Committee by the Clerk of Assembly, and parties concerned shall be in attendance 

at that meeting. 

6. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except such papers as he may consider 

undesirable to print; that papers not printed shall be submitted in manuscript; and that if the Committee does 

not endorse the view of the Clerk, the papers shall forthwith be printed for the use of the Assembly. 

7. That these regulations shall not apply to Petitions for authority to sell congregational property, 

which Petitions shall not be transmitted through the Bills and Overtures Committee, but in the case of those 

addressed to the General Assembly shall be forwarded through the regular channels so as to be in the hands 

of the Principal Clerk not later than 28th February in each year. In the case of such Petitions addressed to 

the Commission of Assembly, they shall be forwarded so as to be in the hands of the Principal Clerk not 

later than one month before the date of the meeting of Commission to which it is proposed to submit them. 

The Principal Clerk shall lay each Petition before the Committee on Custody of Titles with a view to a 

report thereon being timeously prepared. 

III. AS TO COMMITTEE FOR BILLS AND OVERTURES 

1. That the Committee on Bills and Overtures appointed by the Assembly at their first diet, shall meet 

at the close of the first sederunt that day, and again if necessary on the following day before the meeting of 

Assembly. 

2. That there shall be no other meeting of the Committee except by leave of the Assembly on special 

cause shown. 

3. That the Committee shall see that all papers presented to them in Cases from Inferior Courts, 

whether forming part of the Record, or produced in evidence before said Courts, have been duly dated and 

numbered by the Clerk of said Courts, and marked with his initial; and that the Committee shall not receive 
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any paper which is not authenticated, unless upon special cause shown, to be reported by them to the 

General Assembly. 

IV.  AS TO PRINTING PAPERS IN CASES COMING UP TO THE ASSEMBLY 

1. That all papers coming before the Assembly — viz. Memorials, Petitions (excepting those for 

power to sell property), Applications, References, Complaints and Appeals, with Extracts of Minutes of 

Inferior Courts, relative thereto, as also Reasons of Complaint or Appeal; and in cases of Libel with the 

Defences and Evidence adduced — which are passed by the Inferior Court before the first of May, shall be 

transmitted in manuscript to the Clerk of Assembly not later than that date in each year, in order to be 

printed in sufficient numbers for the use of the members of Assembly; and that papers passed by the Inferior 

Courts at a later date shall be transmitted to the Clerk without delay. 

2. That all such papers shall be printed by the Clerk, except any papers which he considers may lead 

to discussions in the Committee on Bills and Overtures; that he shall retain these in manuscript, and submit 

them in that form to the Committee, and that a list of them shall be appended to the volume containing the 

papers passing the Clerk. 

3. That in cases of discipline brought before the Assembly by reference from a Presbytery or Synod, 

or by complaint by a minority of the Court, the expense of printing shall be borne by the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee; in other circumstances by the Complainer or Appellant; and that 

in all other cases, such as Petitions, References not in Causes, Memorials, etc. the expense shall be borne by 

the party having interest in same, or desiring a deliverance from the Assembly. 

4. That all such papers be printed in a form corresponding to pages of the volume of Acts of the 

General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. 

5. That all such papers shall be stitched together, and provided with an alphabetical index; and that a 

copy thereof shall be placed in the hands of each member of the Assembly. 

6. That a copy of every printed paper shall be kept by the Clerk of Assembly to be bound up and kept 

among the Records of Assembly. 

V. AS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1.  Devotional Exercises  

1. That a bell shall be rung for one minute; and members shall take their places in the House before 

the Moderator takes the Chair; that the Assembly Hall doors shall be closed each day during the opening 

exercises to prevent interruption by persons entering the House during that time; and that the Assembly 

shall spend the first hour or more of the first diet of the second full day of their meeting in devotional 

exercises. 

2. That any proposal for a pause in the Assembly’s proceedings with a view to engage in special 

devotional exercise, shall be made to the Assembly only through the Moderator. 

2.  Business Committee and Committee for Printing the Acts 

1. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee to arrange the Business of the 

House (other than the Report A of the Assembly Arrangements Committee, which hereafter shall be 

considered at the first sederunt of the Assembly, the proposed Deliverance on said Report to be free from 

the application of Standing Order V.3.4); that the Business Committee shall be prepared to make their first 

Report to the Assembly at the first diet of the first full day, immediately after the report of the Committee 
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on Bills and Overtures has been read; and further, that the Business Committee shall report from time to 

time to the Assembly till the whole business has been disposed of. 

2. That the Business Committee shall in their Report indicate such petitions as are of routine nature; 

that motions and amendments regarding such petitions shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before the 

first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved; and that if at the time of consideration of 

such a Petition there is no objection to it being classified as of a routine nature, the motion regarding it will 

be formally moved and seconded. 

3. That the Assembly shall, at their first diet, appoint a Committee for printing the Acts of Assembly 

and that the Committee shall arrange that the Acts be divided into two classes — Class I: those which have 

passed the Barrier Act; Class II: Acts which are of General Interest to the Church. 

3.  Reports of Committees 

1. That the Reports of all Committees reporting to the General Assembly (excepting only (1) that part 

of the Report of the Youth Committee which sets forth the results of the Youth Examinations, and (2) any 

report from the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committees which complies with Standing Order 

VI.5.10) shall, together with Deliverances to be proposed, be transmitted for printing to the Clerk of 

Assembly not later than the first day of April. All Reports, inclusive of the Report in terms of Standing 

Orders VI.5.l0, shall be stitched together, and sent to Commissioners to the General Assembly not later than 

ten days before the meeting of the Assembly. 

2. That Reports shall not be engrossed in the Record, but, after being printed, a copy of each, 

certified by the Clerk as being that given in to the Assembly, shall be kept in retentis, and the Reports shall 

be appended to the printed volume of the Acts and Proceedings of Assembly. 

3. That verbal Reports shall not be received, and no Sub-Committee shall give in any Report to the 

Assembly. 

4. That amendments to the proposed deliverances on the Report of the Committee on Assembly 

Arrangements may be moved without previous notice and amendments relating to Ecumenical Relations 

shall be handed to the Clerk and read by him before the adjournment of the first sederunt; that amendments 

to Reports to be taken during the second and third sederunts shall be handed in and read by the Clerk before 

the suspension of the second sederunt: amendments to deliverances on all other Reports shall be handed in 

and read by the Clerk before the first adjournment on the day before they are intended to be moved. 

5. That paragraphs of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing Committee shall be 

numbered, and the mover shall not be required to read it when it is already in the hands of members of 

Assembly. 

6. That no paragraph of a proposed Deliverance on the Report of a Standing or Special Committee 

shall be deemed competent unless it contain, or be accompanied by, any information which is essential for 

its implementation 

7. That when any Committee is appointed during the Assembly’s sittings it shall be competent to 

move amendments to the proposed Deliverance on its report without previous notice. 

8. That it shall be competent for commissioners to give notice in writing of questions to be put to the 

person presenting a Report to the General Assembly — this without prejudice to the right to add 

supplementary questions or the right of members generally to propose questions from the floor. 
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4.  The Reading of Speeches and Length of Speeches 

1. That in the discussion of any subject brought before the Assembly, by Overture or by the Report of 

a Committee, it shall not be allowable, without leave granted by the House, for any member to read his 

speech from a Manuscript prepared previously to the discussion, except in the case of a member introducing 

an important subject to the attention of the House. 

2. That, previously to the discussion of any question which does not arise upon or contemplate the 

approval or disapproval of the Report of a Committee, the House shall determine, in such manner as may 

seem expedient, the order of priority belonging to the motions given notice of, and that, when a motion 

approving of a Report has been made and seconded, the House shall determine in the same manner the 

order of priority belonging to any other motions given notice of. 

3. That in the discussion of any question the proposer of each motion may address the House for not 

longer than 15 minutes, and the seconder for 5 minutes; and no subsequent speaker shall address the House 

for a longer period than 5 minutes; and that these limits shall be exceeded only when the Moderator shall 

have ascertained that the House desires any speaker to continue, and shall intimate the ascertained desire to 

that effect. 

4. That when a Convener, not being a member of Assembly, is permitted to present his Committee’s 

Report, the Convener and the mover of the Deliverance shall be required to come to an arrangement by 

which their combined speeches shall not exceed the time normally granted to the mover of a motion in 

terms of Standing Order V.4.3, or as that Order may be amended by this or any subsequent Assembly. It 

shall be competent for the person who presents a Committee’s Report to answer questions relating to the 

Report and to reply to the discussion, even if he be not a member of Assembly. 

5. That a member of the Assembly in moving or seconding an amendment shall confine himself to 

the matter of the amendment, and shall have the right to speak at a later stage to other matters in the Report 

and other amendments, provided that the total time taken in speaking shall conform to Standing Order 

V.4.3. 

5.  The Conducting of Causes 

1. That Counsel shall not be heard at the Bar in any Causes which may come before the House. 

2. That when a Presbytery acquiesces in the sentence of a Synod, it shall not be entitled to appear as a 

separate party at the Bar of the Assembly, but the members of Presbytery may nevertheless be heard as 

members of Synod. 

3. That in no case shall there be more than two speakers for each party at the Bar, including the reply 

to which the appellant or complainer shall be entitled; and when there are more than two parties, there shall 

only be one speaker, and one speech for each, besides the reply — it being understood that where there is 

more than one complainer, each shall be considered as a different party only in case of its appearing to the 

Assembly that the complaints rest upon distinctly separate grounds. 

4. That, previously to hearing the parties in any Cause, the Clerk shall read the following 

announcement, — viz., “The members are reminded that justice requires the pleadings as at the Bar to be 

heard by all those who vote in the Cause, and that, in particular, no member ought to vote against either side 

of the Bar who has not heard the pleadings on that side”. 

5.(1) That the Clerk of Assembly shall not issue the papers to the members of Assembly, with reference to 

cases which he thinks require to be conducted with closed doors until specially instructed by the Assembly 
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to do so; but he shall report such cases to the Convener of the Business Committee, for its information 

immediately after its appointment; 

(2) That the Business Committee shall, in their first Report, specify any case which, in their judgment, 

requires to be conducted with closed doors; and any case which does not appear to them of that character, 

although the Clerk may have reported it as such; 

(3) That, in all cases thus reported on by the Business Committee the Assembly shall itself determine, 

by a special deliverance, at what stage of the proceedings the papers shall be issued to the members; and 

(4) That in every case which the Assembly appoints to be conducted with closed doors, the instruction to 

issue the papers shall be accompanied by a special exhortation to the members to keep them private. 

6.  Motions and Votes 

1. That every motion, whether original or amended, if not already in the hands of the Clerk, shall be 

given into the Clerk in writing, as soon as it shall have been made to the House. 

2. That the person who makes the first motion shall be entitled to the privilege of giving a reply, in 

which new matter must not be introduced; and that thereafter the debate shall be held to be definitely 

closed, and no other person shall be entitled to speak excepting with regard to the manner of putting a vote. 

3. That all motions after the first that are truly amendments on the first motion shall be disposed of in 

accordance with Standing Order No. V.6.6 and that when an amendment raises an issue different from that 

in other amendments, it shall be dealt with as a direct counter-motion. 

4. That where there are only two motions before the House, the question put to the vote shall be 

second or first motion. 

5. That when there are three motions, the first question shall be, whether the second or third motion 

shall be put as amendment against the first; and the second question shall be, whether the first motion or the 

amendment so fixed shall be the decision of the House. 

6. That when there are more than three motions, the first question shall be whether the last proposed 

shall be put as the amendment, and so till only three remain, when the procedure shall be as prescribed in 

the immediately preceding sub-section. 

7. That in Causes, it shall not be competent to move an amendment to the motion, unless it be of such 

a nature as to decide the case, or to forward it in its progress. 

8. That when any proposal has been submitted in the Report of a Committee any motion for approval 

of such proposal shall take precedence of any counter-motion or amendment. 

9. Any motion seeking the approval of the General Assembly for the commitment of additional 

expenditure in excess of £500, over and above that already budgeted for by any relevant Committee and 

accepted by the Finance & Sustentation Committee, shall be deemed incompetent unless (a) an attempt shall 

have been made to ensure that the Finance & Sustentation Committee have had due time to give the matter 

consideration at their regular meetings and (b) advice thereanent from the Finance & Sustentation 

Committee is available to the Assembly 

7.  Mode of taking the Vote 

1. That on a division being called for, all parties who are not members, but have the privilege of 
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entering the House, shall withdraw. 

2. That on a division being called for the Clerk shall announce that no member ought to vote against 

a motion or amendment who has not been in attendance during the discussion thereof; that thereafter no one 

shall be permitted to enter the House till the vote has been taken and the result declared; that two or four 

Tellers shall be appointed by the Moderator, drawn equally from supporters of each motion before the 

House; and that these Tellers shall take their place at the Clerk’s table. But when the issue of a vote by show 

of hands is not immediately obvious the Tellers shall count the votes seat by seat taking up their positions at 

the ends of each seat in turn in order to do so. 

3. That the vote shall, in the discretion of the House, be taken either by calling of the Roll or by a 

show of hands, or by card. 

4. That as soon as the vote shall have been taken, the Tellers shall report the state of vote to the Clerk 

of Assembly, who shall write it down, and announce it to the House. 

5. That the Report of the Tellers, when announced to the House, shall be held as final and conclusive, 

and not subject to any revision by scrutiny or otherwise. 

8.  Dissents 

That no dissents against any deliverance of the Assembly shall be given in until the matter in which it is 

pronounced is, for that sederunt, disposed of, the Minutes are completed and adjusted, and the House is 

ready to proceed to other business. 

9.  Drafts of Declaratory or Interim Acts and Overtures 

That the Draft of any proposed Declaratory or Interim Act, as also the Draft of any Overture which it is 

proposed to transmit to Presbyteries for their opinion in terms of the Barrier Act, shall be laid on the Table 

of the Assembly, and printed and circulated among the members, at least one diet before a motion be made 

for the passing of such Declaratory or Interim Act, or for the transmission of such Overture to the 

Presbyteries of the Church. 

10.  Letters addressed to the Moderator 

That all letters addressed to the Moderator for the purpose of being communicated to the Assembly, shall, in 

the first instance, be laid by him before the Business Committee, who shall advise the Moderator as to the 

way of disposing of them. 

11.  Deputations from other Churches, etc. 

1. That the list of corresponding Churches and Societies shall be as determined by the General 

Assembly from time to time on the recommendation of the Assembly Arrangements Committee. 

2. That deputies from corresponding Churches or Societies shall forward their commission or letters 

of introduction so as to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of May in each year; and he 

shall submit the same to the Business Committee so that arrangements may be made for the deputies to 

address the General Assembly. 

3. That deputies from Churches and Societies other than those aforesaid shall likewise forward 

Commissions or letters of introduction to reach the Clerk of Assembly not later than the first day of March, 

and he shall report the same to the Commission of Assembly meeting in that month, who shall be 

empowered to decide which of the deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the Assembly. In the 
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event of failure of the Commission to meet, the Assembly Arrangements Committee shall meet at the 

earliest opportunity, and shall decide which deputies shall be received by, and invited to address the 

Assembly. 

4. That in the case of strangers who may be desirous of being introduced to the Assembly and 

addressing the House, notice thereof shall be conveyed to the Moderator, who shall report the same to the 

Business Committee, that they may advise in the matter. 

12.  Visitation of Synod Records, and Examinations of Minutes of Committees 

1. That the Synod Books shall be called for at the first diet of the Assembly, and that a Committee or 

Committees shall be appointed for visiting the same, who shall fill up a schedule with the information 

required by the Assembly regarding each book — said schedule to be returned when the Report of the 

Visitors shall be called for. 

2. That a copy of the Report, as sustained by the Assembly, shall be transmitted to the Synod, and 

engrossed in their Record. 

3. That the Minutes of Committees and the Foreign Board shall be laid annually on the Table of the 

Assembly, and visited in the same manner as the Synod Books. 

13.  Printing of Assembly’s Proceedings, etc. 

1. That the Minutes of Commission, together with roll of matters to be taken up on the following 

days, and lists of members of Committees, be printed and placed in the hands of the Members of Assembly 

on the opening day. 

2. That when a motion is duly seconded, and in possession of the Assembly it shall not be competent 

to make any alterations upon it without the permission of the House, excepting in the shape of an 

amendment, or second or third motion, as the case may be, regularly proposed to the Assembly. 

14.  Minutes 

That the minutes adopted at any of the diets be read over and approved of only at a morning diet, with the 

exception of the Minutes of the last day of the Assembly’s sittings, which Minutes shall be read over and 

approved of before the rising of the Assembly. 

15.  Standing Orders 

That the Standing Orders be read, or, by vote, be held as read immediately before the appointment of the 

Business Committee, and that they be printed in the first day’s proceedings. 

16.  Conduct of Commissioners 

That courtesy demands that all diets of the Assembly be attended by Commissioners, and that private 

meetings should not be held during the sederunts of the Assembly. 

17.  Declaration of Interests 

That it is the duty of any member or party having an interest or close personal relationship relating to 

business under consideration to disclose and declare that interest or close personal relationship.  

Furthermore, the Moderator, Convener or Chairman shall take due cognizance of the appropriateness or 

otherwise of an individual or individuals having an interest or close personal relationship being present 

during consideration of such business and, if the member or party having an interest or close personal 
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relationship, having been requested to withdraw do not withdraw voluntarily for the duration of 

consideration of the business in which he has an interest or close personal relationship, the Moderator, 

Convener or Chairman shall call for the appointment of a committee or sub-committee comprising all 

members, other than those having an interest, to deal with the business in question during a period of 

suspension and to report back with recommendations immediately after the suspension. 

VI. AS TO COMMITTEES 

1.  Types of Committee 

That the business of the Church between one Assembly and the next ensuing shall be carried on by 

Standing Committees and Special Committees. 

2. Standing Committees 

1.  That Standing Committees shall comprise three Groups 

2.  That the Groups shall be arranged as follows: 

Group 1:  Legal Advice & Property  —  Adviser: Principal Clerk  

Finance & Sustentation  —  Adviser: General Treasurer, one of the General Trustees 

Group 2:  Public Questions, Religion & Morals  —  Adviser: Editor of Witness  

Publications (including defence of Church Principles)  —  Editorial Team as Advisers  

Training of the Ministry & Admissions  —  Principal of the Seminary 

Group 3   Welfare of Youth & Education  —  Adviser: Editor of Explorer 

Foreign & Home Missions  

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations  —  Advisers: Assistant Clerk of Assembly, 

Moderator of immediately preceding Assembly, Moderator of last but one Assembly.  

Ecumenical Relations 

These groups shall have stated meetings on the same dates as appointed by the General Assembly for the 

meeting of the Commission of Assembly but shall also meet, as may be necessary, on dates additional to 

those dates. 

3.  Each Group shall comprise four members from each Synod, two Ministers and two Elders, and each 

Presbytery shall, in so far as is practicable, be represented on each group of Committees.  In addition 

Groups 2 and 3 shall include one Minister and one Elder from the Presbytery of the USA 

4.  That every person nominated to Group 1, 2, or 3 of Standing Committees must serve on all the 

Committees of the Group. 

5.  That the General Assembly shall each year appoint the Convener and Vice-convener of each Standing 

Committee, due regard being had to effective working and continuity of policy.  In the event of the death or 

resignation of the Convener of any of the Standing Committees, the Vice-convener shall forthwith become 

the Convener, and in the event of the death or resignation of the Vice-convener or his succession to the 
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position of Convener in the circumstances described above, the Committee shall forthwith appoint one of 

their number in room and place of the said Vice-convener so departing from office, but any Vice-convener 

so appointed by the Committee shall hold office only until the second-last day of the meeting of the next-

ensuing General Assembly. 

3.  Special Committees 

1.  That these shall be appointed by the General Assembly.  

2.  That Special Committees shall comprise the following: 

2.1 A Psalmody Committee which shall have a Membership comprised of one Minister or Elder from each 

Presbytery, nominated by Presbyteries on the ground of special knowledge of and practical experience in 

Psalmody.  It shall also  include a Minister or Elder from the Presbytery of the USA. 

4.  Nominations to Committees 

1.  That of the Standing and Special Committees, a certain number of members, in normal conditions those 

who have served longest on the Committee, shall retire annually, so that within four years the membership 

of each Committee shall be changed throughout, and these retiring members shall not be eligible for 

appointment to the same Standing Committee for at least one year from the date of their retirement 

aforedescribed; and that in the event of the death or resignation of a member of a Committee before his four 

years’ service have expired, the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee are empowered to 

nominate to the Assembly, or to its Commission, a substitute who will complete the unexpired portion of 

the period of service of the member in whose place he has been appointed. 

2. Although in terms of Standing Order VI.4.1 above any individual who has served on a group of 

Committees shall not be eligible to serve on the same group of Committees without a one-year break, that 

shall not preclude his potential eligibility for service on another group of Committees following, though not 

concurrent with, his service on the first group. 

3.  That resignation of membership of one of the Standing or Special Committees shall be intimated to the 

Convener of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee; that resignation from one Committee 

in a Group of Standing Committees shall involve resignation from the other Committees in that Group; and 

that any member of a Standing or Special Committee who shall, without good reason to be stated by him to, 

and sustained by, the Assembly Arrangements and Nominations Committee, have failed to attend any of the 

meetings of the relevant Committee during the period between the last General Assembly and the meeting 

of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee for the purpose of Standing Order VI.4.9 shall 

be deemed to have resigned his membership of that Committee. 

4. That when a member who represents a Presbytery on a Group of Standing Committees resigns his 

membership of Standing Committees or ceases to be an office-bearer of a Congregation within the 

Presbytery which he represented, then that individual loses his membership of Standing Committees and the 

Presbytery is permitted to appoint in his stead another office-bearer who shall take his place on the said 

Committees until the ensuing General Assembly at which time the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations 

Committee shall make recommendations with regard to the filling of the vacancy as set out in paragraph 

VI.4.9. below.  In such circumstances, the individual appointed as a temporary replacement by the 

Presbytery shall be eligible to be nominated to serve for a full four year period. 

5.  In the event of a member of a Special Committee not completing his four-year term of office a 

replacement shall be made by the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee and reported on to 

the ensuing General Assembly. 

STANDING ORDERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY   
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6.  That not later than the first day of January in each year the Principal Clerk of Assembly shall furnish to 

the Clerk of each Presbytery a list of the members of the Standing and Special Committees, indicating 

thereon which members of these Committees will retire from office at the next-ensuing Assembly and 

which members may have died or become disqualified. 

7.  That each Presbytery of the Church shall forward to the Principal Clerk of Assembly by the first day of 

November of each year a list of names of such Elders, within their bounds (along with their designations, 

full addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses; together with a note of previous service, if any, on 

Committees, or their suitability for service on a Standing or Special Committee), as they desire to submit 

for the information of other Presbyteries, and being known by them to be eligible, suitable and available for 

nomination to vacancies on Standing or Special Committees.  The Principal Clerk shall collate all these 

returns and forward a list of the names of the Elders so recommended to the Clerk of each Presbytery at the 

same time (viz. the first day of January each year) as he forwards the names of existing members of the 

Standing and Special Committees showing which members fall to be replaced. 

8.  That each Presbytery shall, not later than the last day of February next ensuing, furnish to the Principal 

Clerk of Assembly the names of Ministers and Elders (not necessarily members of Presbytery) 

recommended by the Presbytery as suitable for appointment to Standing and Special Committees, these lists 

not to contain more names than the known number of vacancies.  The Principal Clerk shall forthwith cause 

these lists to be laid before the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee. 

9.  That not later than the first day of April the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee shall 

select, out of the names submitted by Presbyteries, as many Ministers and Elders as shall fill the vacancies 

of the various Standing and Special Committees, and shall recommend these to the General Assembly, and 

the names so recommended shall, not later than the first day of May, be communicated by the Assembly 

Arrangements & Nominations Committee to the Clerk of Assembly, and shall be included in the papers to 

be printed.  That part of the Report of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee which relates 

to nominations to Standing and Special Committees shall be submitted separately from any Report dealing 

with other aspects of their remit. 

10.  The Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, in making their nominations, shall take due 

cognisance of the recommendations of Presbyteries and shall (1) take special cognisance of the 

recommendations of potential Committee members by the Presbyteries of which these men are members; 

(2) have regard to fitness for the work of the particular Committee or Committees for which the persons are 

to be nominated; (3) have regard to as even a distribution of influence as possible over the Church; (4) have 

regard to economy in relation to the expense connected with attendance at meetings of Committees; (5) in 

the specific case where no suitable eligible individual from a particular Presbytery or Synod is available to 

be nominated to fill a particular vacancy on a Standing or Special Committee, it shall be competent for the 

Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee to nominate an individual from another Presbytery or 

Synod, so as to ensure that a full complement of members is maintained on each Committee. 

11.  That it shall be competent for any Member of Assembly to move an amendment or amendments to the 

recommendations of the Assembly Arrangements & Nominations Committee, provided that notice of such 

amendment shall have been given to the Clerk of Assembly in writing, not later than the second last day of 

the Assembly, and provided that such amendments are in accordance with the provisions of Standing 

Orders VI.4.1-4 above. 

12.  That the appointment of Clerks to each Committee or Special Committee shall be made by the General 

Assembly, such appointments being made with due regard to such special requirements as may be peculiar 

to the Committees concerned and the suitability of the skills of the individual appointed.  The Clerk 

appointed need not be drawn from the membership of the Committee. 
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13.  That Advisers to Committees as detailed in Standing Order VI.2.2 above shall have entitlement to be 

present at all meetings of Committee and shall have a right to participate in the deliberations of the 

Committee but shall have no vote. 

14.  That each Standing and Special Committee shall produce and maintain an up-to-date Memorandum on 

Procedure to serve as a guide to members as to how the Committee should proceed in terms of the Laws 

and Practice of the Church. 

15.  That each Committee named in Standing Orders VI.2.2 and VI.3.2 above shall, for the purposes of 

legislation existing prior to the General Assembly of 2001, be deemed to be the Standing or Special 

Committee the remit of which is included in the remit of the Committee referred to in Standing Order 

VI.2.2 or VI.3.2 above. 

16.  That in the selection of Ministers and Elders to form any Ad hoc Special Committee, which is to report 

to a subsequent Assembly, the Assembly shall not be restricted to its own members. 

17.  That when the appointment of an Ad hoc Special Committee has been resolved on, the Committee shall 

not be nominated until the following day, except in cases the urgency of which does not admit of a day’s 

delay. 

18.  That no Committee shall sit while the Moderator is in the Chair at any diet of the Assembly’s meeting. 

 


