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When we read the Acts of the Apostles we are 
amazed at the progress of the gospel. Within 
a short time, a little over one hundred 

disciples became thousands, as the apostles “turned 
the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). What a contrast to 
our day, where we see dwindling congregations and a 
society becoming increasingly hostile to the Christian 
faith! Yet we must remember that things were not easy 
for the early believers either; they knew what it was to 
be threatened by the authorities and suffer the wrath 
of their fellow countrymen.

Persecution for righteousness’ sake has often 
proved fruitful for the Lord’s cause. It has a sifting and 
sanctifying effect: those who are Christians in name 
only tend to compromise and fall away, while those 
who truly love the Lord persevere and prosper. The 
darker things become the more brightly believers 
shine (Phil. 2:15), for it pleases the Lord to use their 
hardships to magnify His grace in them. We need God’s 
grace today, so that we may be faithful to Christ in a 
difficult time and not deny our profession.

Church
The most striking event in the Acts took place at 
the feast of Pentecost, after Christ’s resurrection 
and ascension. Devout Jews from all parts had come 
to Jerusalem as usual, but they were to experience 
something remarkable. From His throne in heaven, 
the Lord Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles, who spoke with languages other than their 
own. Peter preached the gospel, which amazingly was 
blessed to three thousand souls, who were baptised 
and added to the disciples (Acts 2:41). From then on 
the Lord “added to the church daily such as should be 
saved.” (Acts 2:47)

Christ was fulfilling already His great promise, “I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18) Christ could make 
this promise as the Redeemer of God’s elect, and in 
light of the promise the Father made to Him in the 
eternal covenant. “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession.” (Ps. 2:8) Because of 
a sovereign God, an atoning Saviour and the Spirit’s 
irresistible grace, the church has a future! Her enemies 
cannot frustrate God’s purpose to gather His people 
and preserve them to life eternal. Whenever we are 

discouraged by the state of things, we should remind 
ourselves of these truths.

Ordinances
As Head of the church, Christ has appointed 
ordinances by which His people receive the benefits 
of His redeeming work. These ordinances are enjoyed 
chiefly within the church and not in isolation from 
it. The Bible knows nothing of the ‘churchless’ 
Christianity practised by some, who seem to see no 
need of belonging to a congregation and being under 
the ministry and oversight of a pastor and elders. To 
hear of Christians who now choose to join services 
online, rather than attend public worship, is to have 
it confirmed to us that the Covid-19 pandemic has 
in some ways come as a judgement upon the visible 
church.

Christ’s ordinances are the ordinary means of 
grace and salvation – not in the sense that they are 
unremarkable means (that could hardly be, for they 
are means of grace, the extraordinary grace of God!) 
– but in the sense that they are the regular means of 
salvation. Because of this, we have no reason to expect 
salvation apart from these means. There are three 
principal ordinances in the church by which believers 
are blessed and kept in an evil day, and the converts at 
Pentecost are a lesson to us in the use of them (Acts 
2:42-47). Matthew Henry says on this passage: “in 
these verses we have the history of the truly primitive 
church, of the first days of it, its state of infancy indeed, 
but, like that, the state of its greatest innocence.”

Word
Those who were brought into the church at Pentecost 
continued in the apostles’ doctrine. They submitted 
themselves gladly and willingly to doctrinal instruction. 
This was a feature of the New Testament church. It is 
written of the apostles in Jerusalem that, “daily in the 
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts 5:42) We read of Paul 
and Barnabas in Antioch that, “a whole year they 
assembled themselves with the church, and taught 
much people.” (Acts 11:26) When Paul went to Corinth, 
“he continued there a year and six months, teaching 
the word of God among them.” (Acts 18:11) Are we as 
teachable as these first Christians so obviously were? 
Or does our pride get in the way?

EDITORIAL
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What did the apostles teach so patiently and 
faithfully? The apostles were with the Lord for three 
years, during which He trained them for their work 
by His word and example. He commissioned them to 
teach all nations to observe everything that He had 
commanded them (Matt. 28:19,20). What the Lord 
commanded them we can discover from the gospel 
writers (Acts 1:1). According to their own testimony, 
the apostles preached “Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23); 
their great subject was the Saviour, His glorious Person 
and suffering unto death in the place of sinners.

Sacraments
These new disciples also continued in the breaking of 
bread. Some are of the view that this term refers to the 
church’s communal life, but as it appears between what 
are indisputably ordinances of worship, it seems likely 
that the Lord’s Supper is meant. The night before His 
crucifixion, Christ met with His disciples to celebrate 
the Passover. As they were eating, something happened 
that they would only later understand. Christ “took 
bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them” (Luke 22:19); He said to them, “Take, eat: this 
is my body, which is broken for you” (1 Cor. 11:24). 
There were similar words and actions involving the cup 
of wine. By this simple, sacred meal, the church is to 
remember her Lord’s death until He comes.

If Baptism is the sacrament of our union with 
Christ or ingrafting into Him, then the Lord’s Supper 
is the sacrament of our communion with Christ and 
growth in Him. It is a feast of grace, a strengthening 
and comforting ordinance which is there for the help 
even of the weak and doubting Christian. The benefit 
of the Supper does not lie so much in how often 
this ordinance is observed, but in how much we are 
exercised concerning the significance it has for us. Do 
we come to this holy Supper with pleas such as, “Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24), and, 
“say unto my soul, I am thy salvation” (Ps. 35:3)?

Prayer
These believers finally continued in prayers. Prayer was 
a feature of the corporate life of the New Testament 
church, as well as the lives of individual Christians. After 
Christ returned to the Father, the apostles “continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren.” (Acts 1:14). When they clashed with the 
religious leaders, the believers “lifted up their voice 
to God” that He would grant His servants boldness in 
declaring His word (Acts 4:24,29). When Peter was in 
prison, and Herod was threatening to kill him, “prayer 

was made without ceasing of the church unto God for 
him”, that he might be delivered (Acts 12:5).

The concern was always for the advancement of 
God’s kingdom through the preaching of the gospel. To 
the same end the apostle Paul exhorted Timothy that, 
first of all, “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and 
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” (1 Tim. 
2:1,2) This is for our direction too. Our desire when we 
pray ought to be that the Lord in His providence would 
frustrate the ungodly schemes of our ungodly rulers, 
especially their designs upon the church, and that He 
would graciously bring those same rulers to bow the 
knee to Christ, the King of kings.

Fellowship
Through their attachment to the church and their 
believing use of these ordinances, these early Christians 
enjoyed the apostles’ fellowship. As they shared gospel 
privileges with them, they enjoyed the same spiritual 
blessing as them, even fellowship with the triune God. 
“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3) It is wonderful to think 
that, poor Christians though we are, we also enjoy this 
fellowship, all these centuries later!

Christ’s ordinances are not grace in themselves, as 
though to partake of them guarantees us salvation. Sadly 
many who have been baptised, sit under preaching 
and join in prayers, are just as they were when they 
came into the world: dead in their sins. Some even sit 
at the Lord’s table and yet are unconverted. It is only 
Christ who can make these ordinances a blessing to 
our souls, by the working of His Spirit. We need to use 
the ordinances, for they are the Lord’s way of coming 
to us and our way of meeting with Him, but we must do 
so with faith in Christ.

These Christians were firm in the faith. They 
continued steadfastly in these ordinances and did not 
look to other means. They bore the Saviour’s reproach 
but enjoyed His blessing. The church of today would 
do well to follow their example.
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can make these 
ordinances a blessing 
to our souls”
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“It is not good that the man should be alone” 
(Genesis 2:18)

No matter what anyone may say, loneliness is 
a sphere of unhappiness. Loneliness can be 
physical, social, spiritual or a combination of all 

three.

Feelings of Loneliness
God says it is not good to be alone and we ‘feel’ our 
agreement with this. We find it difficult to define 
loneliness, but we know it when it comes. It is to be 
without a companion, and in the Christian’s case to 
lose the sense of the company of the Friend who is 
with us always. To be lonely is to feel abandoned, to be 
on one’s own and thus fragile and vulnerable. A sense 
of weakness is attached to this feeling; we are not as 
we would like to be but we feel powerless to change 
our condition.

Often, the more lonely we become the less 
confidence we have to reach out to others; it can be 
a vicious circle. It is not a modern phenomenon, for it 
was there in the garden of Eden, at the time of man’s 
innocence and perfection. The entrance of sin into 
the world has made loneliness more acute, as there is 
now a natural alienation from God, an inner emptiness 
which only God can fill – but how few seek the remedy! 
Any kind of separation brings its own distress, as the 
bereaved know only too well.

No Age is Exempt
No age is exempt from feelings of loneliness, and 
research tells us that young people feel it more than 
is thought by society. This is probably because they 
feel a need to be accepted and are “made to feel it” if 
they do not fit in by conforming to their peer group. 
This is a problem for young Christians, as they do 
not want to conform to this world (Rom. 12:1,2); the 
best remedy for being regarded as outsiders is to mix 
more with those who have more in common with them 
than with the world. This is an issue which the church 
should give attention to; one or two youth meetings a 
year is hardly addressing this area. It can be a lonely 
experience serving the Lord according to His way and 
not our way, as Jeremiah and others have found. 

Single people can feel left out of what is happening 
because they are surrounded by couples who have 
their own social life and communities. Old people are 

increasingly feeling lonely as their circle gets smaller, 
and they can feel left behind. They miss the old 
associations which comforted them. Moreover, they 
can feel no longer needed or even wanted. Declining 
health and strength can also lead to isolation, where 
carers pop in and out and there is no continuity of staff. 
The Apostle Paul was a widower (all members of the 
Sanhedrin had to be married), and filled his life with 
serving the Lord; but he would still have his moments 
of loneliness, which weakness exacerbated (cf. 2 Cor. 4). 

There is One who Understands Loneliness better 
than We do
People of course will tell you, “Just pray about it”, but 
the concept of a ‘lonely prayer’ is foreign to them. The 
heart knows its own emptiness also; barren spaces 
have appeared in the experience which we struggle 
to fill. We must remember that there is no guilt in 
loneliness, yet the temptation to think so is always 
there. The Lord Jesus had what might be called a lonely 
life; His sin-bearing and accompanying sorrows set 
Him apart. No one could enter into and sympathise 
with His experience, despite a desire to do so. “He 
sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath 
borne it upon him.” (Lam. 3:28)

The Lord also knew His sorrows in advance, whereas 
we are spared sorrow until it suddenly happens. “He 
that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow”, said 
the wise man (Ecc. 1:18). But the Lord knows what is 
in man, especially in them that are His. “I know their 
sorrows”, He says (Exod. 3:7). This is the comfort for 
the lonely sufferer, that there is One who understands 
(Ps. 103:14), One to whom we can go to unburden 
our souls. He has given us many promises, and faith 
believes them, with or without the accompanying 
assurance.

There are some things we cannot change, and we 
must pray to adapt and survive. Happily, Christ does 
not change either; whatever our condition He is the 
same, as is our bond with Him. Let us think of Him, and 
let us think of others, as He did. There are no lonely 
souls in Heaven, and “there the people no longer hurt 
one another” (John Bunyan).

How strange we feel when we’re alone.
     Not like the self we’ve been and known.
‘Alone’ – a word of darkness, near despair;
     But faith, alone, says “He is still there!”

DEVOTIONAL

LONELINESS
REV. JAMES CLARK
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Robert Murray M’Cheyne wrote these striking 
words: “I ought to study Christ as an Intercessor....
If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next 

room, I would not fear a million of enemies. Yet the 
distance makes no difference; He is praying for me.”

What matters most?
Far too many Christians (and perhaps preachers 
are to blame) become focused upon a few favourite 
doctrines, thus robbing themselves of the grandeur of 
the whole truth. The Scottish Presbyterian theologian 
William Symington (1795-1862) drew attention to the 
importance of Christ’s intercession:

“in a practical and consolatory point of view, its 
interest is not exceeded even by the Atonement. The two 
are, however, inseparably connected; although we fear 
that, in this instance, men have not been sufficiently 
aware of the evil of putting asunder what God has 
joined together.” (Preface to On the Atonement and 
Intercession of Jesus Christ, p.iv).

The Puritan Stephen Charnock (1628-80) went even 
further, by noting the connection between Creation, 
Providence, Oblation (Atonement) and Intercession:  

“Christ is as much an advocate, as he is a sacrifice, 
as God is as much a governor, as he was a creator. As 
we say of providence, it is a continual creation; so of 
intercession, it is a continued oblation: as providence 
is a maintaining the creation, so this intercession is a 
maintaining the expiation, and therefore is by some 
called a presentative oblation.” (Discourses on Christ’s 
Death, Exaltation, and Intercession, p.223)

Typified by Melchizedek
In Hebrews the Apostle Paul makes a remarkable 
connection between Genesis 14, Psalm 110 and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That the Psalms speak of Christ he 
had already proven, for after a series of quotations from 
the Psalms in the opening two chapters he draws the 
conclusion, “we see Jesus” (Heb. 2:9). It is astonishing 
that he could see in the Psalms what modern hymn 
writers and evangelicals insist is difficult, if not 
impossible, to see!

The remarkable connection is that the man 
Melchizedek, revealed in Genesis and proclaimed 
in Psalm 110, was specifically appointed to typify 
Christ as a priest for us. Paul states that very clearly in 
Hebrews 7:1-3, where he says that Melchizedek was 

“made like unto the Son of God”. His background, the 
offices he held, and the work he did, were designed 
by God in order that he should resemble Christ. Paul 
does two things. On the one hand, he uses the record of 
Genesis to show a kingly priest and his work (vv.1,2); 
on the other hand, he uses the silence of Scripture to 
prove the eternal priesthood of Christ (v.3).

There is a further reason for this connection. 
The limitations of the Aaronic priesthood were 
themselves part of the whole plan of salvation, for 
they demonstrated the insufficiency of these priests. 
The Levitical priesthood was never designed to be 
permanent; it was always and only temporary. In 
addition, Psalm 110 is the witness of the Spirit of 
Christ to the Church that Christ is the only sufficient 
and eternal priest.

Foreshadowed in Aaron
David Clarkson (1622-86), who was latterly a colleague 
to John Owen, says that “there is all sorts of evidence 
in Scripture” for the intercession of Christ, “by types, 
prophecies, and plain assertions.” He says that this 
intercession was typified by what the high priest was 
appointed to do on the day of atonement (Lev. 16:11-15):

“A bullock and a goat was appointed for sin-offerings; 
they were to be sacrificed, and their blood shed without, 
at the door of the tabernacle. Then Aaron was to take 
part of the blood, and carry it with incense into the most 
holy place within the veil, and there sprinkle it upon and 
before the mercy-seat. Now the slaying of these sacrifices, 
and offering them without, at a distance from the holy 
place, signified the death of Christ, wherein he offered 
himself to God a sacrifice on earth for the expiation of 
his people’s sins; and the presenting of the blood of those 
sacrifices in the most holy place, signified the intercession 
of Christ in heaven; and so the apostle applies it (Heb. 
9:12,23). He entered within the veil, i.e. into heaven; and 
there, by virtue of his own blood, appears, i.e. intercedes, 
for us.” (Practical Works, vol.3, p.144)

Clarkson continues:
“It is foretold by the prophet (Isa. 53), where, having 

given an account of the sufferings and death of Christ 
(one main act of his priestly office, whereby he made 
satisfaction to justice), so plainly and punctually, that 
it may seem rather a relation of what was past, than a 
prophecy of what was to come; he concludes with the 
other part of that office, the intercession of Christ (v.12).”

DOCTRINE

CHRIST’S INTERCESSION
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / CHRIST’S INTERCESSION

Extraordinary Example
In Luke 22:32 we read the Lord’s words to Peter: “But 
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Here is 
one who followed, confessed and even offered to die for 
Christ, and then denied him; he did this not once but 
thrice, and not vaguely, but with cursing and swearing 
(vv.33,34). What now for Peter? Astonishingly, Christ 
foretells Peter’s denial but also prays for Peter!

Here is intercession in practice. The Saviour foresees 
the sin, identifies the author of the sin and the purpose 
of it (“Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat”), and prays for Peter (“But I have prayed 
for thee, that thy faith fail not”). Peter’s sin is recorded 
that we might hope and trust in the intercessory 
work of Christ as the guarantee of our preservation 
as believers. The sin of Peter becomes the context to 
reveal the extraordinary intercession of Christ.

Continuing in Heaven
So what exactly does intercession in heaven mean? 
Stephen Charnock explains: “Christ is an advocate 
with the Father in heaven, continually managing the 
concerns of believers, and effectually prevailing for 
their full remission and salvation upon the account of 
the propitiation made by his death.” (Discourses, p.223) 
He further states that “the whole power of intercession, 
with the prevalence of it, is wholly upon this foundation: 
it is a presenting the efficacy of his death, the virtue of 
his blood, the pleasure of God in the sacrifice offered by 
him.” (p.254) He also says: “the petitions of his lips had 
done us no good without the voice of his blood.” (p.255)

Three Things
The Puritan Thomas Watson (c.1620-86) wrote:

“Christ is in heaven, as Aaron with his golden plate 
upon his forehead, and his precious incense; and He 
prays for all believers as well as He did for the apostles 
(John 17:20). When a Christian is weak, and can hardly 
pray for himself, Jesus Christ is praying for him; and He 
prays for three things.

First, that the saints may be kept from sin (John 
17:15). We live in the world as in a pest house; Christ 
prays that His saints may not be infected with the 
contagious evil of the times.

Second, for His people’s progress in holiness (John 
17:17). Let them have constant supplies of the Spirit, 
and be anointed with fresh oil.

Third, for their glorification (John 17:24). Christ is 
not content till the saints are in His arms. This prayer, 
which He made on earth, is the copy and pattern of His 
prayer in heaven. What a comfort is this; when Satan is 
tempting, Christ is praying! This works for good.” (All 
Things for Good, Banner of Truth, p.17)

Priestly Function
The Free Church minister and theologian Hugh Martin 
(1822-85), in his work The Atonement, is a helpful guide. 
Using Hebrews 5:1, “For every high priest taken from 
among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to 
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins”, 
Martin argues that Christ’s intercession “exactly meets 
all these requirements”, and then demonstrates how:

“First: Our Lord is ‘ordained’ to intercede. Christ 
glorified not Himself to be made an Intercessor in 
particular, any more than to be made a High Priest in 
general. His intercession is authorised. It is official duty 
assigned to Him by the supreme authority of Godhead, and 
undertaken by Him in the Covenant or ‘Counsel of Peace.’ 
In a word, He glorified Him to be made an Intercessor, who 
said unto Him, in the oracle of the second Psalm: ‘Ask of 
me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.’

Secondly: The Intercession meets the priestly 
requirement of being ‘ordained for men.’ It is 
representative action; it is grounded on personal 
relation; it contemplates personal interests. There is 
scarcely a Scriptural affirmation of this function which 
does not speak of it as representative and founded on 
personal relation. ‘Christ is entered into heaven itself 
now to appear in the presence of God for us’ (Heb. 9:24)....

Thirdly: It is ‘in things pertaining to God’. It is 
directed towards God; it has God for its object. Nothing 
can be plainer than this in the Intercession of Christ. It 
is directed towards the supreme Godhead....It is the one 
fundamental distinction between the other offices and 
the sacerdotal. The Priesthood is a function ‘in things 
towards God’ (Heb. 2:17; 5:1); while the objects of His 
Prophetic and Kingly functions are the souls of His 
people whom He enlightens, governs, and protects.

Fourthly: The Intercession meets also the closing 
requirement of the definition of priesthood; ‘That He may 
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.’ In His intercession, 
as in His atonement, Christ is an offerer; His action is the 
action of offering. He offers or presents Himself – Himself 
a lamb as it had been slain – Himself in exaltation, as on 
Calvary He had offered Himself in suffering....” (pp.109-11)

In summary, the essence of the Intercession is 
Atonement, and the Atonement is essentially an 
Intercession.

“Astonishingly, 
Christ foretells Peter’s 
denial but also prays 
for Peter!”
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“And of the rest durst [dared] no man join himself to 
them” (Acts 5:13)

Many say nowadays that the church, if it is going 
to attract the world, must change its image; 
it must become more attractive to the world 

and then more people will come in. But was the church 
which followed the Lord Jesus ever popular?

A Crisis of Confidence
After He met them Face to face, small groups of disciples 
and saved individuals followed the Lord Jesus, but 
no crowds genuinely followed Him. Is He any more 
popular today? No. But whose fault is that? Is the church 
following Him according to His teaching about the form 
of worship and purity of doctrine and practice according 
to the Word of God, imitating Christ in these areas? If it 
is, then it will not be popular either! The fault therefore 
for refusing to follow the Lord is laid justly at the heart-
door of those who refuse to obey, who resist persuasion 
and do not believe that He is worth following according 
to His own words. They prefer to go their own way. But 
what if the church were to change Christ’s requirements 
for following Him? Would that make it more attractive 
and easier to follow Him?

A question arises before this can be contemplated: 
Does the church have the right to change the words of 
the Lord? It thus becomes a conflict between “Thus 
says the Lord” and “Thus says the church”. Sadly, 
this state of conflict has arisen in the visible church, 
and this is the reason why the visible church is not 
prospering. Since when did God bless disobedience? 
The Lord says that He will build His church, and it is 
not built by disobeying the Architect. Do we really have 
to become like the world in order to attract the world? 
The worldly are very image-conscious; has this disease 
entered the church? Where is the childlike obedience, 
trust and dependence of disciples? Is it safe to attempt 
to follow the Lord in a path not sanctioned by His own 
Word? We think not.

The Question of Unity
Some say that the church’s image would be better if 
there were outward visible unity. But what profit is 
there in having outward without inward? Unity in 
what? Surely it must be unity in God’s Truth. They say, 
“We all have the Bible”. But which Bible – the complete 
Bible or one with bits missing? How can any group act 
in unity if the members of the group have different 

beliefs about what constitutes the Word of God? 
Some Christians say that the Church should believe, 
worship and act ethically as the New Testament 
Church, the Church of the Apostles who followed the 
infallible teaching of the Lord Jesus. Others say we 
must ‘progress’ with the age we live in, which means 
changing the ‘old paths’ and the ‘old ways’.

Thus we have all kinds of worship, for example man-
made hymns preferred to the inspired Psalms (which 
was what the Lord Himself sang), and creeds which 
are subordinate to man’s opinion for their acceptance, 
with all the pious reservations which accompany 
it. The ethical standards of the New Testament are 
too often ‘accommodated’ to the ever-changing 
government decrees and changing patterns of thinking 
in ecclesiastical circles. Those who are usually accused 
of not supporting unity are those who refuse to ‘move 
on’ from the New Testament. It is tragic how the 
church has moved away from “the simplicity that is 
in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3)! If the Lord says, Worship this 
way, Believe this, Act this way – why do people want 
something else? We do not have an option here: “Buy 
the truth and sell it not” (Prov. 23:23). “Buy all of it and 
sell none of it. Buy only the truth and buy all of it. Do 
not buy the glittering stuff they call truth. Never mind 
the label; look to see if it be truth.” (C.H. Spurgeon)

Trusting in God
The real reason for the church’s anxiety is that many 
have lost confidence in the Word of God and the God 
who uses the Word. Thus the clamour for changing 
things, in an endless search for a winning formula in 
evangelism and other areas. Church history tells us 
that revival came through the ‘ordinary’ preaching of 
the Word, but the trust was in God for the power and 
not men. God can change people – this is the hope of 
disciples. If He can change me, He can change anybody.

We are not our own saviours, we are not responsible 
for the unpopularity of Jesus’ teaching, but how 
glad we are that we believe it, all of it, and without 
reservations (Ps. 119:92)! Our duty and privilege is 
to submit to God’s revelation of Himself, and not to 
amend it for public approval. We shall then have to 
accept the reproach of Christ, like Moses (Heb. 11:26). 
We are not ashamed of anything God has said or done. 
He has His purpose. Let God be God and let us follow 
Him. He gives us this encouragement: “hold that fast 
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” (Rev. 
3:11)

WAS THE CHURCH EVER POPULAR?
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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(John Henry Jowett [1864-1923] ministered in 
Birmingham, New York and finally at Westminster 
Chapel in London. This piece is taken from the article 
‘Destruction by Neglect’ in ‘Brooks by the Traveller’s 
Way’, published in 1923, and has been lightly edited.)

“make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof” (Romans 13:14)

“Make not provision for the flesh”. Let the 
evil thing die of famine. Let the ungodly 
suggestion perish for sheer lack of food. 

Let the presumptuous thought be destroyed by the 
withholding of appropriate support. Kill your spiritual 
enemies by starvation. Make no provision for them. 
This appears to be the principle advocated by the great 
Apostle for the culture of the spiritual life. Our enemies 
are to be conquered by neglect. It is a principle which 
prevails along purely material planes.

The Principle of Isolation
Some two or three years ago, the Liverpool School of 
Tropical Science sent out a body of qualified experts to 
investigate the causes of the malarial fever which works 
immeasurable havoc in the lives of multitudes of our 
fellow citizens. The investigations have resulted in the 
discovery of the malarial microbe, which is the germ 
of this awful and widespread destruction. A further 
discovery has been made of the nutriment by which 
the microbe is sustained, and now our scientists are 
seeking to discover the means by which the microbe 
and its sustenance may be divorced. Can we separate it 
from its nutriment? Can we isolate it from its means of 
maintenance? That is the problem, and there is every 
prospect of its being satisfactorily solved. Our experts 
propose fighting the malarial microbe by surrounding it 
with conditions of famine.

It is even so in the realm of the spirit. When the 
microbes of evil appear in the life, little baby germs, 
infantile suggestions of revolt, weaklings of unclean 
desire, the effective method of destroying them is by 
deliberate and studious neglect. We are to annihilate 
them by refusing proper maintenance. We are to see to 
it, that there is no food about the life on which they can 
thrive. We are to make no provision for them.

The Significance of the Flesh
Now there is no method more absolutely efficient and 
assured in its working than the method of destruction 

by neglect. “Where no wood is, there the fire goeth 
out” (Prov. 26:20). Deny the fuel, and you exhaust the 
flame. If the enemy in the spirit hunger, starve him. 
If we surround him with plentiful food, if he finds 
rich provision for the maintenance, he will speedily 
become full grown and tyrannical; but if we starve him, 
he will never be “fulfilled”, he will pass away of sheer 
exhaustion.

I want to give this apostolic word “flesh” the apostolic 
content. We perilously impoverish its significance if we 
limit its comprehensions to the rise and sovereignty of 
carnal desire. It embraces dispositions and tendencies 
which appear to have no immediate relationship with 
carnality. The Apostle has broken up the surface of the 
word, and enabled us to see its varied and manifold 
significance. He has proclaimed that, in his conception of 
the term, there are involved such presences as “wrath”, 
“strife”, “seditions”, “drunkenness”, “uncleanness” 
(Gal. 5:19-21). But whichever of these manifold guises 
the flesh may assume, the Apostolic method works a 
sure destruction. We are to slay them by withholding 
congenial food. Let us apply the principle to the first of 
the enemies which besiege the souls of men: wrath.

Dealing with Unholy Anger
How shall I deal with unholy anger, with anger whose 
only influence is self-destruction? How shall I contend 
with passion that boils over and scalds and destroys 
the sensitiveness of my spirit? The way to destroy it 
is to “make no provision for it”. It must find no food on 
which to grow strong. It must find no fuel with which to 
feed its flame. Now the nutriment of wrath is thought. 
There can be no anger if there be no thought. Thought 
is the fuel by which the fire is fed. We recognise this in 
our everyday speech. Here is a man who is under the 
impression that he has been contemptuously treated by 
his fellow. His feelings are worked into a passion, and his 
speech becomes violent and threatening. What counsel 
do we give him?

We say to him, “Don’t think about it”; that is to say, 
we counsel him to withdraw his thought, and to occupy 
it with other things. We assume that if the thought be 
withheld, the passion will subside. To take away the 
food will emasculate the wrath. It is when we “dwell 
upon a thing” that our feelings are aroused; “while I 
was musing the fire burned” (Ps. 39:3). It is a most vital 
principle in common life. We can control our passion 
by wisely directing our thought. Make no provision by 
thinking, and anger will languish and die.

STARVING SIN’S SUPPLY
J.H. JOWETT

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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“Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the 
scriptures, neither the power of God?” (Mark 12:24)

What we call ‘science’ (another word for 
‘knowledge’) is a great tool for studying our 
world, but it definitely has its limits.

The Myth that Science has all the Answers
Young people are brought up nowadays to think that 
science has all the answers to life, but as it cannot 
explain death, it shows that it cannot explain life. It has 
no answer to death, and no answer as to why we are 
alive in the first place. To put us on the level of animals 
– here for a few years to eat, drink, grow, raise children 
– this leaves us all unsatisfied. We still do not know 
the meaning and purpose of life, and therefore we do 
not see the value of life. Science has nothing before 
life and nothing after it: no wonder so many scientists 
die in despair – all that knowledge yet no answers 
that can give us certainty or peace – it is just a school 
or university curriculum, that’s all! Science gives us 
enough to arouse our interest and then loses us in a 
maze of unproven theories.

The Failure of Science to Find God
Science says that the miracles of Jesus are impossible to 
believe. Yes, if there’s no God, then we agree they could 
not happen – only One who has greater power than 
Nature could do them. But the One who created Nature 
must be greater than Nature. The scientist responds, 
“Prove to me there is a God.” We reply, “Prove to me 
there isn’t!” No, scientists cannot disprove God, unless 
they use their own limited and biased measurements. 
This is like using a mine detector to detect water; it 
doesn’t have the capacity to measure something it 
was not designed to measure. So with mankind: we 
cannot measure the spiritual or supernatural with 
mere natural processes, and natural minds. God says 
that such measuring is impossible (1 Cor. 2:8-14), 
especially when the natural mind is enmity against 
Him (Rom. 8:7).

The Modern Sadducees
These early opponents of Christ also did not believe in 
the supernatural, and therefore their presuppositions 
made them reject all the right answers. They were 

blind, as the Lord said, and they were leading the 
blind. But sinners are blind because their sin has put 
out their eyes: they have made themselves blind to 
any awareness of God in His own world. This is not 
just ‘mistakes in one’s thinking’ that we are talking 
about, but wilful and self-destructive rejection of Bible 
truth; choosing to live and die by theories and not by 
facts. Science limits how we look at life, it limits it to 
this world alone, and makes man a bundle of biology 
instead of soul and body.

Limiting ourselves to what human beings can know 
is a poor knowledge in comparison to what God has 
revealed. The French philosopher and theologian Blaise 
Pascal (1623-62) well said, “The ultimate purpose of 
reason is to bring us to the place where we see that 
there is a limit to reason.” For many scientists, ‘what 
is undiscoverable by scientific method is irrelevant’: 
this is an example of pushing the truth away from 
oneself, because it disturbs the mind to think of what 
we do not know. Ignorance always brings some degree 
of fear, and the poor scientist dies saying, “I hope I’m 
right!” Far better for such, while there is time, to put 
the question to themselves, “What if I’m wrong?” This 
is a more hopeful attitude.

Science is not the Ultimate Authority
None of these scientists can speak with authority, 
only with probability. Christ offers something better, 
reality! Who better to tell us about life than the One 
who gave us life? This was Job’s comfort in the face of 
death (Job 1:21). At non-Christian funerals there is 
much said about the person’s past, but nothing about 
his or her future; despairing eulogies are no substitute 
for hope.

Scientists cannot explain our childlike faith in what 
God says; because they have not had this experience 
themselves, they cannot analyse it. It is like a hundred 
blind men having an analytic conference on a man in 
the midst who ‘sees’. Not having this experience they 
do not believe it can happen, so they have to explain it 
away – explain it according to their limited knowledge. 
We can guess their verdict on the man who sees. Like 
that man, we have to live with the world’s reproach and 
ridicule. The atheist when he comes to die is gambling, 
but the Christian is moving forward in a sure thing. 
This is why the Christian dies well.

THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE
REV. JAMES CLARK

YOUTH FOCUS
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William Murray, Lonemore (Mr Lindsay MacCallum)

William Hugh Murray was born at Lonemore 
on the shores of the Dornoch Firth on 3rd 
January 1936, the youngest of the three 

sons of Alexander and Johan Murray. His immediate 
elder brother was Rev. John J. Murray, late Free Church 
minister in both Oban and St Columba’s Edinburgh.

There were strong Christian influences in Willie’s 
family, his father and grandfather both having been 
elders in Dornoch Free Church. His maternal uncle, 
Mr John Campbell, was an elder in the Rogart Free 
Church and a well-known lay preacher in many parts 
of the Highlands. John Campbell’s son, also John, was 
an elder in the Free Church and also a lay preacher. His 
uncle on his mother’s side was Rev. George Muirden, 
Free Church minister, initially at Tarbat and thereafter 
at Maryburgh. His son, John and Willie’s cousin, was 
the Free Church minister at Maryburgh and latterly at 
Rosskeen until his death in 1968.

Willie professed faith in the Dornoch Free Church 
congregation and was ultimately elected and ordained 
to the eldership in 1979, becoming Session Clerk in 
1986. He was a most diligent elder, regularly visiting 
both within the congregation as well as in the wider 
community, including the two old folk’s homes in 
Dornoch. He would often conduct the midweek prayer 
meeting and frequently took the Saturday evening 
prayer meeting in the Church.

At an early stage in his Christian life Willie developed 
a keen interest in Christian literature and had an 
extensive knowledge of Christian publications. He 
became a diligent distributor of magazines, pamphlets 
and tapes and also ventured into publishing reprints 
of pamphlets and articles. In addition he wrote and 
published some smaller works of his own including a 
history of Dornoch Free Church and the life of Mr James 
Matheson, a well-known Sutherland worthy. He had a 
particular interest in the Covenant of Grace and acquired 
an extensive collection of books on the subject. Willie 
frequently supplied bookstalls at Christian meetings, 
including the Spring Conference of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) and the General Assembly. He 
was a strong supporter of a number of Christian causes, 
including the Lord’s Day Observance Society, the Scottish 
Reformation Society and the Christian Institute, and 
constantly took a close interest in the nation of Israel 
and their conversion to faith in the Lord Jesus.

 Willie was a most conservative man, having 
clear views on such issues as purity of worship, and 
when the subject was being debated within the Free 
Church Assemblies he republished and circulated 
to all Commissioners copies of the late Major 
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Mackay’s booklet on Psalm singing. In June 2011, and 
subsequent to the Free Church having voted to permit 
the use of hymns and music into the public worship 
of that denomination, Willie joined the Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing), where his sympathies had 
always lain, latterly becoming a highly regarded elder 
in the Brora congregation. He was elected to the 
eldership in March 2013, becoming the Session Clerk 
in November of that year.

Throughout his life Willie assisted in the running 
of the croft at Lonemore, ultimately on his own, and 
he also engaged in building work. He never married. 
Although a humble, self-effacing man, he would always 
stand fast when Biblical principles were involved. 
Having been hospitalised at intervals over several 
months he passed into eternity on 1st November 2021. 
In this world there is no man perfect, but we can truly 
say of Willie Murray as was said of another, that he was 
an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile (John 
1:47). He has left behind a fragrance of Christ in whose 
nearer presence we firmly believe he now rejoices.

Abort Abortion Campaign Report (Donald John 
Morrison, Organiser: Abort Abortion Campaign)

Every standing politician in Britain (of which there 
are 929) has now been formally presented with 
unambiguous and alarming factual evidence 

showing how abortion is conclusively the deliberate 
killing of an innocent human life.

Packages to MSPs
Readers will be encouraged to hear that on Friday 
26 November 2021, we travelled to Edinburgh 
and personally handed over to postmasters at the 
Scottish Parliament, packages for all 129 lawmakers 

at Holyrood. 
Each package 
had distinctive 
red and white 
labels marked 
‘Urgent and 
Hand Delivered’ 
on the front 
cover. Inside was 
the following: 
a booklet, 
Abortion: Open 
your mouth for 
the dumb; a DVD 
film, The Silent 
Scream; four 
leaflets outlining 
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why abortion must be abolished; a gospel testimony 
booklet, It Can’t be as Simple as That; and a gospel tract 
written by Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Message of the 
Bible.

 
Letter to professing MSPs
As far as we could ascertain, there are sadly only four 
politicians at Holyrood who publicly profess faith in 
Jesus Christ, two Conservative members and two SNP 
members. Along with the three-page letter sent to 
every MSP, a further separate letter was sent to the four 
lawmakers professing faith in Christ, urging them to 
fulfil their legal obligations and moral responsibilities 
– from a Christian and Biblical perspective – and cry 
out loudly to abolish the abhorrent Abortion Act in 
Scotland. Let me here share with you part of that letter:

“We desperately need godly political figures of 
unflinching principle, courage and moral integrity, like 
Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon, at Holyrood 
who will dare place their heads above the political 
parapet and make a God-honouring stand against 
what is abysmally wrong and shameful. Abortion is 
a stain on Scotland’s history, and we must begin to 
wash it away. I sincerely hope and trust that, under 
the mighty hand of God, you will do everything in your 
power at the debating chamber at Holyrood to repeal 
the Abortion (1967) Act in Scotland.”

 
Vanishing packages!
You would think that having driven to Edinburgh, and 
safely delivered these packages personally, they would 
quickly end up in the hands of MSPs! Surely none of 
these labelled packages could disappear into thin air? 
Believe it or not, that’s exactly what happened! It seems 
some politicians became overnight magicians, as their 
packages did a vanishing act! One became somewhat 
suspicious when one MSP, namely Meghan Gallacher, 
sent everything back by return of post, within 48 
hours, in an official Parliament envelope. The content, 
however, made its journey back to Edinburgh a second 
time, this time by registered post, for her to deal with! 
When a number of weeks lapsed, not hearing from 
politicians, we followed up our correspondence, only 
to hear the same thing from many of them: “We didn’t 
receive your package or communication!”
 
Political shenanigans  
This all sounded very fishy and hard to believe. Had 
the evidence been allowed to conveniently go missing 
in the corridors of power? When Nehemiah, on one 
occasion, took a practical interest in the advance of 
a cause that was heavy on his heart, we read that his 

enemies were angered and annoyed: “it grieved them 
exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the 
welfare of the children of Israel.” (Neh. 2:10) They did 
everything in their power to stop what he was doing. 
One was left wondering whether the same detestable 
spirit was also at work in Holyrood! On examining the 
evidence in their hands, we are fully persuaded that it 
grieved them exceedingly that there was come a man 
to seek the welfare of the unborn children of Scotland! 
What shenanigans they got up to, only God knows.
 
Silent holocaust
Tragically, not one single lawmaker, so far, is disturbed 
or distraught by the evidence in their hands. If the 
handful of responses, already received, is anything 
to go by – then Scotland’s silent holocaust has 
shamefully their full approval and blessing. The 
barbaric butchering of innocent unborn infants does 
not leave them with a restless heart or a troublesome 
conscience.  They continue to be stone deaf to the 
silent screams of babies being ripped apart in their 
mothers’ womb. Shockingly, the replies were only a 
‘copy and paste’ of letters sent to various people who 
had contacted them over the scandal of abortion. It is 
questionable whether any of them actually read the 
materials or viewed the DVD film. As though they had 
conjured something together, their pitiful responses 
were comparable in content and context.
 
Pitiful responses
Let me provide you with two examples:

“I completely understand what an incredibly 
emotive issue this is and I appreciate the strength of 
feelings on both sides. I believe that we must do all we 
can to support women to make an informed decision, 
taking into consideration all their options, with 
medical professionals offering impartial advice. I will 
continue to do all I can to ensure plenty of information 
is available to women making enquiries relating to 
abortion including all options available to them.” 
(Douglas Ross, Conservative)

“After careful consideration, I have taken the 
decision to not support the aims of the Abort Abortion 
Campaign. My reason being that it would feel wrong 
to do so as a pro-choice MSP and I feel strongly that 
the aims of this particular campaign would cause more 
harm than good. Abortion is a legal right in Scotland 
and it is therefore my duty as an elected representative 
to support that right.” (Emma Roddick, SNP)

 
Truth doesn’t lie
Needless to say, we didn’t accept the empty words of 
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these and other lawmakers. When we pressed them to 
come back with a rational response to certain specifics 
in our communication, none of them did. Interestingly, 
none of them refuted anything we said in writing, but 
how could they? The truth doesn’t lie! Hopefully, I will 
be able to provide you with a fuller update in a further 
bulletin. The words once penned by Francis Schaeffer 
cannot be ignored: “Since the Bible teaches that life in 
the womb is human life, one cannot accept abortion 
without denying the authority and truth of scripture 
in practice....State officials must know that we are 
serious about stopping abortion, which is a matter of 
clear principle concerning the babies themselves and 
concerning a high view of human life.”

 
God’s intervention
Friends, please pray for God’s intervention, that He 
would awaken the consciences of heartless politicians 
to seriously consider the ‘abort abortion’ evidence 
presented to them. Yes, humanly speaking, this 
may seem an almost impossible task, but our God 
is able to do all things – as we are reminded for our 
encouragement in Luke 18:27: ‘The things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God.”

Bibles for Ukrainians (Rev. James MacInnes)

The humanitarian crisis resulting from Russia’s 
invasion of the Ukraine is widely known – not only 
the suffering within Ukraine but also the many 

who have sought refuge in neighbouring countries. It is 
thought that around 400,000 have crossed the border 
into Moldova. Many agencies are involved in channelling 
relief aid but in all the uncertainty many are also seeking 
spiritual help. Our Home Mission Worker, Mr Donald 
John Morrison, who has for a long time maintained 

an interest in 
gospel outreach in 
Moldova, arranged 
the shipment to 
a contact in the 
country of the 
entire stock (over 
8,000 items) of the 
Trinitarian Bible 
Society’s Russian 
Bibles and tracts 
(Russian being a 
common language 
in Ukraine). In 
addition, he has 
placed a further 
order for 15,000 

copies of the New Testament and Psalms in Russian and 
Ukrainian. It is possible to contribute to the cost of this 
venture by sending donations to: Mr Donald J. Morrison 
– Moldova A/C, 85 Old Edinburgh Road, Inverness, IV2 
3HT.

Donald John also has contacts in Ukraine itself, 
and, concerned for the well-being of a pastor friend 
and his family, encouraged them to travel to the UK 
for sanctuary. Vitalii Mariash and his wife Liudmyla 
refused, however, saying that the needs of the nation 
were so great that Christians were staying to stretch 
out their hands with the gospel. Please pray for the 
church in Ukraine, which together with those in the 
surrounding nations is endeavouring to bring the hope 
and comfort of the gospel in the face of suffering, chaos 
and confusion.

Assistant Editor (Rev. David M. Blunt)

The Publications Committee has appointed Rev. 
James MacInnes, minister of the Lochalsh & 
Strath congregation, as a new assistant editor 

of the Witness to replace Rev. Alasdair Macleod, who 
resigned from the role last year. We welcome Mr 
MacInnes to the post.

Pastors on Death List in South Chhattisgarh, India 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

In January a public notice appeared in Chhattisgarh’s 
south-western Bijapur District demanding locals 
worship tribal gods and resist Christianity. The 

notice included a list of 22 ‘pastors’ who it warned 
should stop pastoring and propagating Christianity 
or action would be taken against them. On 17 March 
Maoist/Naxalite militants executed Pastor Yalam 
Shankar (58). A senior pastor and former village chief, 
Pastor Shankar’s name was second on the list. The 
region is predominately populated by the animistic 
Gond tribe, the largest tribe in India. To win the Gond 
vote, the Hindu nationalist BJP presents Christianity as 
an existential threat and the anti-conversion BJP as the 
solution. It appears the Gond are using their Maoist/
Naxalite contacts to eliminate Christian ‘pastors’ 
suspected of ‘propagating Christianity’. There are still 
21 pastors on that list. Please pray.

Quote

“An interest for the salvation of the souls of 
others is a characteristic of genuine grace. 
The evidence of right feeling is right action. 

Right action will show itself in prayer and efforts for 
the good of souls.”
George Burrowes

CHURCH NEWS
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PROGRESS IN SRI LANKA
REV. JAMES MACINNES

Ido not think any photograph can convey the 
experience of road travel in Sri Lanka. There is the 
unpredictability and lack of order, the incessant 

jostling, adjusting, accommodating and competing, and 
the good-natured chorus of vehicle horns declaring 
their presence and intentions. Motorcyclists and three-
wheelers shoal like fish seeking safety in numbers, 
dispersing and reforming around predatory buses and 
trucks with size and momentum to command priority 
and push others from the metalled carriageway into the 
rutted dust which is neither road nor verge. Cyclists, 
dogs, cattle and pedestrians meander on, remarkably 
unperturbed.

Economic Difficulties
The visitor is of course easily distinguished – sitting agog, 
heart in mouth, being conveyed through the melee. With 
petrol more available than diesel, lines of trucks stretch 
back from service stations for upwards of a hundred 
yards, the wait indefinite and the supply uncertain 
for drivers who are endeavouring to make a living. 
Motorbikes don’t queue, the presence of petrol being 
indicated by bee-like swarms. The situation in Ukraine 
is, it seems, not so far from this tropical island nation, 
the evidence being rising oil prices exacerbated by 
escalating inflation, the devalued rupee, and an absence 
of foreign currency to make necessary purchases.

The absence of diesel brings intermittent power 
cuts, rolled out nationwide district by district. More 
significant to the visitor than the absence of light is 
the stilling of ceiling fans, meaning that the ‘cool’ of 
the night is only relative. The concerns of the people 
are greater than such short-term inconvenience – the 
breakdown of transport, trade, and industry relates to 
the affordability of food and the stability of life.

Development of Gospel Work
The day following my return home, distrust and 
frustration with a national government considered 
aloof and insulated from everyday concerns by power 
and position, boiled over into civil unrest, widely 
reported by international media. With the military 
and police out in force, a national curfew has been 

imposed, social media switched off, and, except for the 
Prime Minister and President, all cabinet ministers 
have resigned from the government.  

In the midst of this disorder, it is possible to rejoice 
that the work of the gospel continues to develop. After 
two years of Covid restrictions, an easing of these 
made it possible to arrange a visit to support and 
encourage Rev. Partheepan, who, characteristically, 
has been working tirelessly in difficult circumstances. 
The Mission car is a tremendous asset, enabling him 
to serve both Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu, almost two 
hours apart through lonely jungle roads.

Baptisms and the Lord’s Supper
My responsibilities included conducting communion 
services at Mullaitheevu where five new members 
joined at the Lord’s table, two of whom were baptised 
at the preparatory service on the Saturday evening. 
Together with these young women five children were 
also baptised, three belonging to one family: the 
parents have recently been accepted as members in 
the congregation. Their previous church experience 
is typical for many Christians in Sri Lanka: a small 

Rev. James MacInnes and the family who have 
recently joined the Mullaitheevu congregation
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gathering of poorly taught believers. Increasingly 
frustrated with superficial and misleading Bible 
instruction the father had resolved that they could no 
longer attend. Recalling a notice advertising services 
at the Reformed Protestant Mission, and hoping 
that ‘Reformed’ indicated faithful Bible teaching, he 
ventured to attend one Lord’s Day.

Since then the family have been enthusiastically 
involved in the congregation, and the father explains 
that while many aspects have brought much joy and 
comfort, it is the practical application of the Lord’s Day 
as a time for worship and rest from other activities 
which has been of greatest immediate advantage to 
them. Formerly a fisherman, his boat, which survived 
the devastating tsunami of 2004, was destroyed during 
the crushing conclusion to the civil war in 2009, when 
the coastal communities around Mullaitheevu were 
caught between the opposing sides. Unable to replace 
the boat he now works as a builder, but is keen to 
devote time to gospel outreach.

A Hindu Convert
Rev. Parthee’s own daughter Dia was also baptised at the 
service conducted the previous Lord’s Day in Vavuniya. 
There were two others along with Dia, an infant girl 
and a young woman named Kajanika. Brought up in a 
Hindu family, Kajanika began attending the outreach 
Sabbath School along with other young children in her 
village; the opportunity to do so arose from contacts 
developed through the pre-school facility the mission 
provides here. Unlike others who attended for a while, 
Kajanika has shown a consistency; with a maturing 
understanding of the gospel she desired to profess her 
faith by joining the congregation.

Although the Kirk Session would have been at 
liberty to proceed without reference to her family, Rev. 
Parthee said that it would be best to seek the consent 
of her father. Initially declaring himself opposed, it was 
interesting to observe the dynamics of a meeting at the 
family home; the courtesy shown to the father had 
impressed him, such that upon reflection he agreed 
that Kajanika could be baptised and was even part of 
the congregation that Lord’s Day morning.  

Vavuniya Manse
Blessed as he is with great practical wisdom, Rev 
Parthee’s phone rings incessantly, with enquiries 
concerning the church, the caller’s family or personal 
matters. “Pastor, what shall I do...?” Sometimes it is 
the most unexpected question. “Pastor, I’ve run out 
of cement, have you any contacts?” Why cement of 
all things? Because the previous year, when Covid 
lockdowns had disrupted international supply and 
such commodities commanded an exorbitant resale 

value, a friendly police chief had given the congregation 
priority access to confiscated goods, allowing purchase 
of the 100 sacks of cement required at that point to 
complete the Mullaitheevu manse.

But now cement is only to be had at the new costs 
dictated by international markets. The Sri Lankan 
rupee has lost more than 50% of its value in the past 
few weeks. The cost of building materials has doubled, 
impacting not only a friend needing cement but the 
finishing of the Vavuniya manse. This is the final stage 
in the recent building programme, which, though 
requiring initial investment, will free the Mission from 
ongoing rental costs. No budgeting process could have 
anticipated these soaring prices and there is a need 
for financial help to complete the project. The manse, 
which is 75% toward completion, is adjacent to the 
church and has the advantage of a row of teak trees 
offering shelter from the intensity of the sun.

Christ Building His Church
Perhaps progress in the building of the manse will 
slow as we await the necessary funds, and the impact 
of the current political turmoil is impossible to predict. 
There is a far more significant building work going on, 
however – that of the Church of Christ, as evidenced 
through the baptisms and the ordination of a Deacon, 
the first local office-bearer in the congregation. Rev. 
Parthee confirms that he is not anxious. Hitherto, 
including during the recent period of Covid lockdowns, 
the Lord has provided for and sustained His own 
cause, and so the congregation now look to Him in all 
the uncertainty of the present situation.

At the close of my visit one of the members of the 
congregation shook my hand, and said: “Thank you for 
praying for us; please, please continue to pray for us 
here.”

Work on the Vanuniya manse
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THE ONLINE SAFETY BILL

A threat to our Christian liberty

The UK Parliament is currently considering the 
government’s Online Safety Bill, which was 
introduced on 17th March. The Bill will regulate 

service providers, both of ‘user-to-user’ services 
(social media platforms such as Facebook, and video 
sharing platforms such as YouTube) and ‘search 
engine’ services (such as Google). It will also regulate 
service users, with new criminal offences. All kinds of 
content – textual, oral and visual – are covered, and 
the effect will be UK wide. If the Bill becomes law then 
children may be less likely to encounter pornographic 
and other unsuitable material, but there is a real threat 
to proper freedom of expression.

The government says that this Bill delivers its 
manifesto commitment “to make the UK the safest 
place in the world to be online while defending free 
expression”, yet the Christian Institute warns that the 
Bill “risks the most draconian censorship of ideas on the 
internet in the Western world.” Of particular concern 
is the new ‘harmful communications offence’, which 
would be committed when a person sends, or causes 
to be sent, a communication by electronic means when 
at the time of sending there was “a real and substantial 
risk that it would cause harm to a likely audience”, and 
with the intention to cause that harm. The maximum 
penalty will be two years in prison, plus a fine. It is not 
yet clear whether this offence will apply in Scotland.

The danger lies in the definition of “harm”. The Bill 
says it means “psychological harm amounting to at 
least serious distress” – a very low threshold. What 
is legal to state offline could be deemed harmful (and 
so punishable) if stated online, and exactly what is 
‘harmful’ will be determined by secondary legislation 
reflecting the views of the Secretary of State at the 
time. The problem is that we now live in a culture 
where disagreement with another person’s beliefs 
or behaviour is wrongly interpreted as hatred of that 
person. Christians know that it is a loving action to 
warn people who are in danger of harming themselves 
physically, mentally or spiritually. George Orwell’s 
words are apt: “If liberty means anything at all, it means 
the right to tell people what they do not want to hear.”

If the Bill passes in its present form then the 
ungodly will have another weapon to intimidate those 
who are on the Lord’s side. In the end, the only way our 
liberties will be preserved is if our nation returns to 
a sincere practice of the Protestant reformed religion; 
then the Word of God will once again be the arbiter of 
what is right and what is wrong.

FREE SPEECH IN FINLAND

Proclaiming Biblical teaching

On 30th March, Finnish politician Päivi Räsänen 
was found not guilty at Helsinki District 
Court of ‘hate speech’ and agitation against 

homosexuals. An MP since 1995, and a government 
minister from 2011-15, Räsänen is a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, a national 
church, and is married to one of its pastors. The initial 
police investigation in 2019 concerned a tweet she had 
posted showing her Bible open at Romans 1:24-27 and 
questioning a decision of her Church to support a ‘gay 
pride’ event. The police concluded that there were no 
grounds for prosecution, but the Prosecutor General 
ordered the case to be reopened.

A further investigation led to Räsänen being 
charged over the tweet, statements she made in a 
pamphlet entitled ‘Male and Female He Created Them’ 
published in 2004, and comments she voiced during a 
2019 radio interview on the theme ‘What would Jesus 
think of homosexuals?’ The pamphlet defended the 
Biblical position on marriage, asserting that homosexual 
relationships challenge the Christian concept of humanity. 
As Räsänen explained, it was aimed at the Church’s 
leadership, testifying the basis upon which sinners are 
saved. In the radio interview Räsänen commented on the 
Bible, Christ, sin and grace. A Lutheran bishop, Juhana 
Pohjola, was also prosecuted for publishing the pamphlet.

According to the Premier Christian News website, 
when the charges were announced in April 2021, 
Räsänen said: “The early Christians did not renounce 
their faith in lions’ caves, why should I then renounce 
my faith in a court room? I will not step back from my 
conviction nor from my writings. I do not apologise for 
the writings of the Apostle Paul either.” The charges could 
have led to imprisonment, but prosecutors sought hefty 
fines instead and that the pamphlet be removed from 
the Internet and the indicted passages from the radio 
interview. Räsänen insisted that while the pamphlet 
was outdated in legal terms, it was not in its Scriptural 
reasoning: “the biblical teachings in it are timeless”.

The case drew international attention. In their ruling 
the Court unanimously dismissed all charges against 
the MP and bishop, stating that “it is not for the court 
to interpret biblical concepts”. The case may not be 
finished though. The Prosecutor intends to continue the 
proceedings and has a deadline of 30th April to submit 
an appeal to the Supreme Court of Finland. The lesson 
for us in the UK is very simple: we too must take our 
stand for the truth of God’s word and the right of the 
Church and Christians to declare Biblical teaching.

COMMENT
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“I did my duty”

In Foxe’s ‘Book of Martyrs’, William Tyndale is 
introduced as “God’s mattock to shake the inward 
roots and foundation of the pope’s proud prelacy”. 

Who was Tyndale and what duty did he do?

Oxford and Cambridge
William Tyndale (c.1494-1536) was born in 
Gloucestershire and studied at both Oxford and 
Cambridge. At Oxford’s Magdalen College he earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in 1512 and a Master’s in 1515, the 
year in which he was ordained. Tyndale came to Oxford 
already embracing a grassroots Lollard tradition 
descending from John Wycliffe, which encouraged 
Biblical teaching and Christian piety. He was known for 
both at Oxford, where he also studied theology, though 
he later complained that students were discouraged 
from independent Scripture study and expected to 
receive Church doctrine without challenge. Oxford 
schooled him in grammar, logic, rhetoric (the art of 
persuasion), Latin and Greek.

From 1517 until 1521 Tyndale was at Cambridge, 
where he studied Greek, no doubt catalysed by the 
teaching tour from 1511 to 1514 of the Dutch scholar 
Desiderius Erasmus (1466-1536), who shortly 
afterwards published his Greek New Testament 
(1516). This work (and especially the 1522 edition) 
was essential to Tyndale’s formation as a translator. 
Luther’s teaching on justification was also stirring 
up Cambridge by then, and Tyndale would have been 
affected. He got to know some Protestants there, most 
notably the Smithfield martyr John Frith (1503-33) 
and the preacher Miles Coverdale (1488-1569), known 
for his translation of the Bible.

Bible Translator
Where did Tyndale’s own interest in translating the 
Scriptures come from? He was familiar with the writings 
of the Cornish writer and translator John Trevisa (1342-
1402), who was concerned to see the Bible translated 
into English and is mentioned in the translators’ preface 
to the Authorised Version (in the section ‘The translating 
of the Scripture into the vulgar tongues’). Tyndale’s 
rejection of the Apocrypha may stem from Trevisa, who 
said that they were of “none authority”. In The Obedience 
of a Christian Man, Tyndale had this observation 
regarding the Roman clergy: “To keep us from knowledge 
of the truth, they do all things in Latin. They pray in 

Latin, they christen in Latin, they bless in Latin, they give 
absolution in Latin, only curse they in the English tongue.” 
(Works, Banner of Truth, vol.1, p.272)

Thus Tyndale’s passion to publish the Bible in 
English for everyone. The end result is that, as the 
American author Donald Dean Smeeton has said, 
anyone anywhere who speaks English has Tyndale 
upon their lips! Tyndale gave us such expressions 
as “let there be light”, “the powers that be”, “am I my 
brother’s keeper?” and “fight the good fight”. He crafted 
phrases in such a way that they still sound ‘right’ in 
contemporary idiom: “the salt of the earth”, “no man 
can serve two masters”, “the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak” and “love thy neighbour as thyself”. As 
the late David Daniell, founder of the Tyndale Society, 
put it starkly: no Tyndale, no Shakespeare.

A Curiosity
Tyndale’s Old Testament translation work has a 
curiosity to it. Having translated the Pentateuch he 
proceeded to do Joshua to 2 Chronicles. Thus far, all is 
in order. Then he commenced the book of Jonah. Why? 
Why not begin with Ezra? The answer seems to be that 
Tyndale followed the translation steps of Luther, who 
did the very same. This may indeed be correct, to a 
point. What we must do is consider Tyndale’s ‘Prologue 
to the Prophet Jonas’, in which he highlights the failings 
in the prevailing approach to reading Scripture in his 
day. Tyndale says:

“As the envious Philistines stopped the wells of 
Abraham, and filled them up with earth, to put the 
memorial out of mind, to the intent that they might 
challenge the ground; even so the fleshly-minded 
hypocrites stop up the veins of life, which are in the 
scripture, with the earth of their traditions, false 
similitudes, and lying allegories; and that of like 
zeal, to make the scripture their own possession and 
merchandise, and so shut up the kingdom of heaven, 
which is God’s word; neither entering in themselves, nor 
suffering them that would.” (Works, vol.1, p.449)

Tyndale gives a discourse on faults and failings 
in the prevailing approach to reading Scripture in 
general. Regarding the book of Jonah, he says:

“Now, that thou mayest read Jonas fruitfully, and not 
as a poet’s fable, but as an obligation between God and 
thy soul, as an earnest-penny given thee of God, that he 
will help thee in time of need, if thou turn to him, and as 
the word of God, the only food and life of thy soul, this 
mark and note....” (p.453)

CHURCH HISTORY

WILLIAM TYNDALE
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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Tyndale then proceeds to give us a dozen pages of 
helpful guidance, beginning with: “First count Jonas 
the friend of God, and a man chosen of God, to testify his 
name unto the world; but yet a young scholar, weak and 
rude, after the fashion of the apostles while Christ was 
with them yet bodily”.

For Luther, Jonah was an example of gospel power 
to convert and transform people. For Tyndale, Jonah 
was illustrative of reluctant clergy to give the word 
of God to the people; of shutting up the Scriptures, of 
attempting to thwart the divine mandate of making the 
word known to hearers for their salvation. If Luther 
and Tyndale saw two different uses of Jonah, they were 
at one on the gospel message proclaimed. Tyndale says 
in his Prologue:

“And of the gospel, or promises, which thou meetest 
in the scripture, believe fast [steadfastly] that God will 
fulfill them unto thee, and that unto the uttermost jot, 
at the repentance of thine heart, when thou turnest to 
him and forsakest evil, even of his goodness and fatherly 
mercy unto thee, and not for thy flattering him with 
hypocritish works of thine own feigning: so that a fast 
faith only, without respect of all works, is the forgiveness 
both of the sin which we did in time of ignorance with 
lust and consent to sin, and also of all that sin which we 
do by chance, and of frailty, after that we are come to 
knowledge, and have professed the law out of our hearts. 
And all deeds serve only for to help our neighbours, and 
to tame our flesh, that we fall not to sin again, and to 
exercise our souls in virtue; and not to make satisfaction 
to God-ward for the sin that is once past.” (p.451)

Tyndale’s point then is simple: to hear the Gospel, 
people need to hear God’s word.

Flight for Freedom
The time in which Tyndale lived is understood by the 
fact that in 1519 six people were burned at the stake 
in the town of Coventry for teaching their children 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments in 
English. Following his tenure at Cambridge, Tyndale 
returned to Gloucestershire in 1522 to tutor the two 
young sons of the prominent Sir John Walsh and his 
wife Anne. This move gave him a comfortable living, 
with minimal responsibility and much time for study. 
He gained a reputation for his preaching. He also had a 
place at the Walsh dinner table, allowing lots of chats 
with prominent church officials who came visiting; the 
table talk thrust Tyndale into the public eye and under 
scrutiny as he zealously and skillfully defended his 
arguments from the Bible alone.

The local clergy (many of whom were quite 
ignorant of the Scriptures, and even Latin) brought 
secret accusations of heresy against Tyndale, and he 
was summoned to appear before the chancellor of 

the diocese. Though the chancellor, as Tyndale notes, 
“reviled” him, and rated him as if he had been a “dog”, 
none of the charges stuck. Around this time Tyndale 
disputed with a learned Roman Catholic scholar who 
claimed, “We were better to be without God’s laws than 
the pope’s”. As recorded by Foxe, Tyndale’s fitting and 
famous reply to such nonsense was, “I defy the pope, and 
all his laws”, to which he added, that “if God spared him 
life, ere many years he would cause a boy that driveth the 
plough to know more of the Scripture than he [the Roman 
Catholic scholar] did.” (‘Book of Martyrs’, ch.XII)

In 1524, Tyndale went to London with the purpose 
of getting the Bible translated into English. Failing to 
find anyone to help, he eventually realised there was “no 
place to do it in all England”. He saw that his only hope 
for a printer was in Europe, where printing was more 
plentiful and less restrictive. Off to Germany he went; 
little did he know that he would never return.

Advocate of Mission
In his preface to The Parable of the Wicked Mammon, 
Tyndale shows us his heart for the spread of the 
gospel. When making reference to a certain “faithful 
companion, which now hath taken another voyage upon 
him, to preach Christ where, I suppose, he was never yet 
preached,” he interjects: “(God, which put in his heart 
thither to go, send his Spirit with him, comfort him, and 
bring his purpose to good effect!)” (Works, vol.1, p.37). 
Here we see Tyndale's vision as it went beyond the work 
of Bible translation; he was far from being limited to 
giving the English-speaking world its greatest treasure.

In the Parable itself, Tyndale wrote, “I am bound 
to love the Turk [i.e. Moslems] with all my might and 
power; yea, and above my power, even from the ground 
of my heart, after the ensample that Christ loved me; 
neither to spare goods, body, or life, to win him to Christ.” 
(p.96). Islam was conquering vast tracts of Europe by 
the sword, to the point where Vienna was vulnerable. 
Tyndale believed that the papacy’s reason in calling for 
military action against “the Turk” was merely to create 
“bishopricks”, and certainly not to advance the gospel.

Martyrdom
In the preface to the Parable, Tyndale also wrote:

“Some man will ask, peradventure, Why I take the 
labour to make this work, inasmuch as they will burn it, 
seeing they burnt the gospel? I answer, In burning the 
new Testament they did none other thing than that I 
looked for: no more shall they do, if they burn me also, if it 
be God’s will it shall be so. Nevertheless, in translating the 
New Testament I did my duty...” (pp.43-44).

In 1536, Tyndale was convicted of heresy and burnt 
at the stake in Vilvoorde, Belgium. His life’s work was 
over, and his duty done.
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2,000
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3,000
1,500
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
May      June    July
1    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s   5    Tarbat   3    Snizort
8    Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &   12  Poolewe & Aultbea  10  St Louis
       Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl   19  Bracadale, Brora  24  Atlanta
      26  Kiltearn  

 (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

“According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the 
earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness.”

Psalm 48:10

The congregation in Mullaitheevu, Sri Lanka


