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Prayer may be simple, but it is by no means easy. 
None of us engages in this duty without difficulty, 
whether it be distractions from without or 

discouragements from within. There is help for us in 
Christ’s words to His disciples when they gathered 
in the upper room the evening before His crucifixion. 
Looking ahead He said to them: “Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23,24) It 
was the third time that night that He had spoken to 
them in this way (John 14:13,14; 15:16). They needed 
instruction in prayer and so do we.

Thus far the disciples had not made their petitions 
in Christ’s name, but that was about to change. 
Christ’s atoning death at Calvary would be followed 
by His victorious resurrection, ascension and heavenly 
session at God’s right hand. On the day of Pentecost, 
having received from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, the exalted Saviour would pour down the 
Spirit in His fulness upon the church (Acts 2:33). This 
event would have many blessed consequences, and 
none greater than this, “when the Comforter is come...
he shall testify of me” (John 15:26). The more we know 
of Christ as He is revealed in Scripture, and the more 
firmly we believe in Him, the better we shall pray.

Desire
We need to remind ourselves of the essence of prayer. 
According to Christ, to pray is to “ask” the Father. To 
‘ask’ might suggest a polite, formal request, but in 
the original, the word is much stronger: it means to 
desire, crave, even beg, a favour from someone. This 
is the sense of the word ‘supplication’ which occurs 
frequently in the Bible (Ps. 30:8; Acts 1:14). In prayer, 
we offer up our desires to God. Having a warrant in His 
word, we express our desires to Him, while submitting 
ourselves to His perfect will. It is good for us to store 
up God’s word in our hearts, for it directs us as to what 
we should ask.

The heart is key to prayer. Our words in prayer are 
the utterance of a believing heart, or they should be. It 
is possible sadly to have fine words, and perhaps many 
words, and yet lack genuine faith (Matt. 6:5,7). When 
we have saving faith in Christ, and pray in the Spirit and 

not after our flesh, there is a holy impulse behind our 
requests. It is a token that our desire came from God 
and is now going to Him. This is why we conclude our 
prayers with ‘amen’: not simply to show that the prayer 
has ended, but that we have an assurance that we shall 
be heard. The same word is also translated in our Bible 
as ‘verily’. In our prayers, it means “so let it be”.

Mediator
In prayer, we gladly acknowledge Christ as the only 
Mediator between God and men. We are not to pray 
in the name of angels or departed saints because, as 
James Fisher says, “it would be gross idolatry, they 
being but mere creatures; nor can they supply the 
wants nor remove the miseries which sin has brought 
upon us.” The holy angels have experienced nothing 
of our fallen condition or its remedy in Christ; indeed 
they “desire to look into” (1 Pet. 1:12) the glorious 
gospel of grace. The glorified saints in heaven are still 
finite beings and know nothing of our circumstances 
on earth (Isa. 63:16).

While Christ was not generally named by the Old 
Testament believers in prayer, their prayers were 
accepted on His account. He was typified to them by 
the tabernacle and temple. He was the great Rock who 
accompanied the church in her wilderness journey, 
supplying all the spiritual needs of God’s people (1 
Cor. 10:3,4). Christ is our all-sufficient Mediator and 
we should make full use of Him. It is because of Christ 
that the throne of God is a throne of grace for believers; 
whenever we seek God’s blessing in Christ’s name, the 
golden sceptre of divine favour is held out towards us.

Dependence
To pray in Christ’s name is to pray with dependence 
upon Christ. After Pentecost, the disciples would 
understand more clearly how prayer involves all three 
persons of the Trinity. The Father is the chief object 
of our prayers, accessed through the Son with the 
assistance of the Spirit. They would also understand 
that believers are accepted by God, and their spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to Him, only in His beloved 
Son. Through the precious blood of Christ we have 
redemption, even the pardon of our sins, according to 
God’s rich grace (Eph. 1:6,7).
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How wonderful to know that my poor prayers are 
accompanied by Christ’s infinite merit! This heavenly 
‘incense’ perfumes our pleas so that they ascend to 
God (Rev. 8:3,4). As our persons need to be washed in 
Christ’s blood, our petitions need to be washed in that 
same blood too. If we enjoy any success in prayer then 
all the praise belongs to Jesus Christ, our great High 
Priest. “But this man, because he continueth ever, hath 
an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them.” (Heb. 7:24,25)

Confidence
To pray in Christ’s name is to pray with confidence in 
Christ. We are to pray believing in the promises of God, 
which in Christ are “yea” and “Amen” (2 Cor. 1:20). 
They are the promises of a covenant God who has 
pledged all good to His people, and they are given to 
encourage our confidence. We must learn how to lay 
hold of them and turn them into fuel for our prayers, 
mindful that “he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” (Heb. 11:6) We think also of Christ’s words 
to the blind men who desired that He would restore 
their sight: “According to your faith be it unto you.” 
(Matt. 9:29)

We may be thankful that the promises of God are 
made not to perfect faith but to true faith, resting 
upon Christ. At the same time, the “great faith” of the 
centurion (Matt. 8:10) is to be preferred to the “little 
faith” of the disciples (Matt. 8:26). Although both 
received a gracious answer to their petitions, Christ 
was more honoured by the former and the centurion 
enjoyed more comfort in his soul in making his 
request. Let us be careful not to earn the Lord’s rebuke 
for a lack of faith! Even when we do have confidence in 
Christ, is it not true that God is “able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20)?

Reverence
To pray in Christ’s name is to pray with reverence for 
Christ. This is more than merely mentioning His name, 

or repeating it again and again, as is sometimes done. 
We should remember that the name represents the 
person, and the person whose name we are taking 
upon our lips in prayer is the Son of God, who is 
infinitely holy. We should refer to Him lovingly but also 
with great respect. The centurion said to Christ, “Lord, 
I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 
roof” (Matt. 8:8), and the disciples said regarding Him, 
“What manner of man is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him!” (Mark 4:41)

Do we recognise that every good thing we desire 
comes from God’s hand and is at His disposal? “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof” (Ps. 24:1). 
It is in Christ alone that we enjoy a proper right to 
these mercies – a covenant right. We ought to pray 
for them as though it were Christ Himself making the 
request, asking for nothing selfish, superficial or sinful, 
and we should obey as well as pray. Importantly, and 
following the pattern of the Lord’s Prayer, we should 
put spiritual blessings before earthly ones, seeking the 
coming of God’s kingdom before the giving of our daily 
bread. This is to honour Christ, and “them that honour 
me I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30).

Sympathy
We ought to pray believing in Christ’s sympathy too. 
“For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 
(Heb. 4:15) There may be times when we hesitate to 
draw near to God. We imagine that our needs are too 
trivial or our deeds too sinful. Yet Jesus has a care and 
concern for His people in their difficulties. While He 
knows nothing of our sinful infirmities, He is well able 
to “succour them that are tempted” (Heb. 2:18), having 
endured Satan’s temptations Himself when He was in 
the world. We shall never be turned away if we come to 
God through Christ!

There is far more to prayer than words. When 
Hannah prayed for a child she was weeping, and “she 
spake in her heart” (1 Sam. 1:13). There were no 
audible words, yet she was certainly making her desire 
known to the Lord. Samuel Rutherford wrote: “Words 
are but the body, the garment, the outside of prayer; 
sighs are nearer the heart work....Tears have a tongue, 
and grammar, and language, that our Father knoweth.” 
What James says is so often applicable to us in our 
praying: “ye have not, because ye ask not” (James 4:2). 
The words may be upon our lips but there is no real 
pleading. Let us make sure that our hearts are in our 
prayers, as well as our mouths.
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“We shall never be 
turned away if we 
come to God through 
Christ!”
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“Mary...sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word” 
(Luke 10:39)

The Lord Jesus was appointed by the Father to 
teach His children (John 6:45); He is the Prophet 
of the church and alone has all authority. When 

Mary sat to listen and learn, it was at the feet of the God-
Man, Christ Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant.

Christ’s Teaching is about More than Morality
The Lord Jesus taught a lot about character, especially 
about the character of the children of God; there is a 
‘family likeness’. Just as Christ gave us His Father’s words, 
so we listen to the words of the Son. God promised to 
teach His children through the mediation of His Son 
(John 6:45), and it is a mark of God’s children that they 
are willing to be taught and lament any disobedience. 
Our motive in learning from Him is faith; we trust what 
He says. Love in the heart delights to hear His Voice and 
our motive as disciples (‘learners’) is not formality, that 
is to keep outwardly a set of rules to make us look good. 
Rather we have this implanted desire to be “conformed 
to the image of his Son” (Rom. 8:29; cf. Phil. 2:5). 
Furthermore, one must first be a child of God in order 
to have the thoughts and actions of a child of God. It is 
not something one can work up to, but is initiated by the 
grace of Adoption. A man can walk in a very moral way, 
but that in itself does not make him a Christian.

Teaching is Education
Why are we placed under Christ’s tuition in this world, 
when so many are not? It is to educate us and thus prepare 
us for the world to come. There are two qualities which 
we need to carry us into the unseen world: a childlike 
character and a growing inner capacity for service. This 
service must be in the way a child serves his Father (not 
legalistic like the elder brother in Christ’s parable, Luke 
15:29) and it must be with a zeal which is according 
to knowledge (Rom. 10:2). In heaven we read that “his 
servants shall serve him”, and they shall see His Face as 
they do so (Rev. 22:3,4). Here we serve Him but see His 
Face only dimly, but there the glorification and thus the 
capacity is complete, as is the motivation of being now 
in His Presence. We must remember that we only love 
Him if He loves us (1 John 4:19). The kingdom of grace 
must be “within you” (Luke 17:21) before you can be in 
the kingdom of glory.

There are some teachings of Christ that we cannot 
understand (and never fully even in eternity), for example 

the Trinity and God’s division of the human race in 
Predestination, but because these are Christ’s teachings 
we accept them. To reject them would be a mark of 
reprobation. We cannot expect to blatantly dismiss Christ’s 
doctrines without insulting Him, His Father and the Holy 
Spirit! Contradicting Holy Scripture brings no blessing, as 
the Church in this century has sadly experienced.

Christ is a Perfect and Gentle Teacher
Often great teachers do not have great patience with their 
pupils, and the original disciples needed to be borne with 
much patience, as we also do. The Lord does not look for 
perfection in us (this He Himself must grant in the final 
state), but He does look for growth and for fruit. What 
is planted in a garden must grow by using the means, 
likewise what is planted in the garden of Christ. Yet few, if 
any, of Christ’s people grow as they ought or should expect 
to. There are always twists, entanglements, broken parts 
and scars in these stems as they nevertheless aspire to 
ascend to the Sun of Righteousness. The Lord is tolerant 
of His disciples. Mary could sit at the feet of Jesus and 
have no fear of being kicked away for her ignorance or 
misunderstanding. Many lessons the Lord must repeat 
to us in our experiences so that we will learn our lesson 
better, and also be able to teach others.

If we learn something wrongly and then go out to 
teach others, this will ‘cascade’ false teaching. The 
reason for false doctrine is either that we are unwilling 
to be taught (and thus make Christ’s teaching fit our 
preconceived prejudices) or we are not sitting close 
enough to Him (in communion) to hear Him clearly. 
The latter is the lesser fault, but still difficult to rectify 
(because the proud soul dislikes being corrected, 
unlike the devoted child).

Christ Goes on Teaching His People in Heaven
What Christ began to teach His people on earth He 
continues in Heaven (John 6:45; Acts 1:1). Let us not 
therefore ascribe too much to teachers who are men 
only; they can only teach as they are willing to be 
taught by Christ. As finite creatures we continue to 
learn from Him in Heaven. There shall never come 
a point when we shall be able to say, “Now I know 
everything”, for omniscience belongs to the infinite 
God alone. What depths of wonder and delight are laid 
up in the “mystery of godliness” (1 Tim. 3:16) for us to 
contemplate eternally! This is something longed for by 
those who love Him (1 Cor. 2:9), not only to sit at His 
feet but also to see His Face with adoration.

DEVOTIONAL

CHRIST – THE SUPREME TEACHER
REV. JAMES CLARK
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The Church may change, but the Second 
Commandment doesn’t.

Loyalty to the first commandment, “Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me”, is essential 
to everything in the believer’s life. However, 
underpinning this is the declaration to Israel to love 
Jehovah supremely (Deut. 6:5). What does that look 
like in reality? To love Jehovah means there cannot 
be any other god, as demonstrated in the words of 
the prophet Samuel to Israel: “If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts, then put away the strange 
gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your 
hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only” (1 Sam. 7:3).

True repentance is evangelical. It is a turning from 
sin to God. It is a turning from any other god to Jehovah, 
the true and living God. True repentance submits to 
God’s demand of complete, total and absolute loyalty. 
For this reason, no Christian can ever be a pluralist, 
having more than one god. First commandment loyalty 
is proof of love. The Saviour made the same demand, 
that he who loves anyone more than him cannot be his 
disciple (Matt. 10:37).

The Commandments are Connected
What has this to do with the Church and the Second 
Commandment? Take the case of Jeroboam, to whom 
God said through the prophet Ahijah, “[thou] hast 
done evil above all that were before thee: for thou hast 
gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, 
to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy 
back” (1 Kings 14:9). Here is Jeroboam rejecting the 
second commandment, and by breaking the second 
he was guilty also of breaking the first. It is inevitable 
that worshipping the true God the wrong way ends 
in worshipping the wrong god. Violating the second 
commandment inevitably means we change our 
understanding of God. Because we no longer adhere to 
one of God’s commands, our theology changes. Ahijah 
is very clear, when he labels what Jeroboam is doing as 
idolatry, or worshipping other gods.

The connection between the commandments may 
be seen from other examples. For one, the rejection of 
the fourth commandment always has consequences: 
as was stated so eloquently in the nineteenth century, 
a Church without a Sabbath is apostate. On another 
front, in Leviticus the fourth and fifth commandments 
are connected (in reverse order): “Ye shall fear every 

man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths: 
I am the Lord your God.” (Lev. 19:3) The Lord is saying 
here that keeping the fifth commandment rests upon 
keeping the fourth. Is there not a significant lesson 
here for the church, where so many Christian parents 
are lax in observing the Lord’s Day, yet complain about 
the rebellion of their children?

Idols are Vanities
Returning to the subject at hand, the breaking of the 
second commandment continued unabated through 
Baasha, Elah, Zimri and Omri, who were guilty of 
“provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their 
vanities.” (1 Kings 16:13) That may not mean much, 
until we read Deuteronomy 32:21: “They have moved 
me to jealousy with that which is not God; they have 
provoked me to anger with their vanities and I will move 
them to jealousy with those which are not a people; I 
will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.”

Notice the parallel between “that which is not 
God” and “vanities”. Idols are vanities. The other 
interesting thing to note is the word ‘provoke’, also 
used in Deuteronomy 32:21. It is used for Peninnah 
provoking Hannah (1 Sam. 1:6). What we see clearly is 
that worship which violates the second commandment 
angers Jehovah to the extent that he pours out his wrath. 
Significantly, all these things are repeated in 2 Kings, for 
the purpose of telling the generation in exile in Babylon 
that idolatry was the reason for their suffering.

Jealousy over God’s Worship
The lesson for us all is simple. If the second 
commandment governs worship, and if violating the 
second commandment provokes God’s wrath, then 
the conclusion is that one of the causes of the Lord’s 
wrath upon us in the present day is that the church 
has broken the second commandment and, through 
that violation, is guilty of breaking the first. This will 
not be popular. Jealousy over the worship of God is 
at a low ebb, having been replaced by ‘reaching out 
to the culture’. The result is that the debate centres 
upon tactics and techniques. What is overlooked is 
that the Biblical position of the church in the world is 
one of confrontation, not accommodation. Where that 
confrontation is first seen is in worship according to the 
second commandment. Sadly the church has jettisoned 
the confrontation and opted for accommodation.

DOCTRINE

THE CHURCH AND THE SECOND 
COMMANDMENT
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / THE CHURCH AND THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

is sufficient. What some evangelicals have done is to 
adopt the policy of Nadab and Abihu and subsequently 
expect the Lord to bless. When God commands the 
singing of psalms (James 5:13), the use of any other 
materials in praise is forbidden. This needs to spelt out 
very clearly – it is unlawful to sing in praise anything 
other than the Psalms. That is not the mere words of a 
man but the teaching of Scripture. As is well known, the 
Psalms were used as the exclusive praise of the Scottish 
Church in the First and Second Reformations.

What is equally striking is how the Psalms 
are without sectarian bias. They transcend race, 
denomination and history, speaking directly to the 
situation the church finds itself in. They transcend the 
generations, as though they are speaking singularly 
to us. The Psalms, being inspired by God, set forth 
the doctrines of grace and the latter day glory of the 
church. None can sing the Psalms and be pessimistic 
regarding the Lord or his cause in the world.

Avoiding Sin
It is strangely overlooked that we are to avoid sin 
in worship. That point is forcefully presented in 
the Larger Catechism: “The sins forbidden in the 
second commandment are, all devising, counselling, 
commanding, using, and any wise approving, any 
religious worship not instituted by God himself” 
(Q/A.109). Similarly, the Confession of Faith says: “the 
acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted 
by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that 
he may not be worshipped according to the imaginations 
and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any 
visible representation, or any other way not prescribed 
in the holy Scripture.” (21:1) Notice what is being said:

First, all and any worship that is not instituted by 
God is sinful.
Second, that since God has both instituted and 
limited worship by His revealed will, all else is 
forbidden.
Third, neither man nor Satan are permitted to 
tamper with that worship.
Fourth, worship is not the creature of man’s 
imagination or devices.
As one writer has said, the Bible is never satisfied 

with anything less than our total submission!
Churches may change, but the Second 

Commandment doesn’t.

This is exemplified in the decision by the 2010 
Plenary General Assembly of the residual Free 
Church to abandon the requirements of the second 
commandment. Regardless of the pragmatic reasoning, 
the nebulous justification and the foolish arguments 
presented, the reality is that the second commandment 
was no longer to direct God’s worship. As with many 
other denominations, worship then became a nose of 
wax to be shaped according to the will of man – the 
“will-worship” condemned by Paul (Col. 2:23).

What is Required
According to the Larger Catechism, the duties required 
in the second commandment are: “the receiving, 
observing, and keeping pure and entire, all such 
religious worship and ordinances as God hath instituted 
in his word; particularly prayer and thanksgiving in 
the name of Christ; the reading, preaching, and hearing 
of the word; the administration and receiving of the 
sacraments; church government and discipline; the 
ministry and maintenance thereof; religious fasting; 
swearing by the name of God, and vowing unto him: 
as also the disapproving, detesting, opposing, all false 
worship; and, according to each one’s place and calling, 
removing it, and all monuments of idolatry.” (Q/A.108)

The second commandment specifies true worship. 
Three duties are required, namely, to receive, observe 
and preserve true worship. Alas, worship has shifted 
from being God-centred to being man-centred. The 
Dutch-American theologian Geerhardus Vos (1862-
1949) pointed out that many Protestant bodies – perhaps 
most – have come to regard divine worship as more or 
less a matter of indifference, to be determined according 
to human preference or convenience. In fact most have 
adopted the pragmatic view of worship, which means, 
do whatever you like, unless it’s specifically forbidden.

The duties required include the disapproving, 
detesting and opposing all false worship. This raises the 
question as to why false worship should be opposed. The 
reason is simple: God has laid down what true worship 
is. As Vos said: “The scriptural principle concerning 
divine worship is that the only right and acceptable way 
of worshipping God is that appointed by himself, which 
may not be changed by men.” Innovations in worship are 
due, not to ignorance or weakness, but preference.

A Basic Rule
It is a general rule in Scripture that when something 
is commanded, all else is forbidden. This is amply 
demonstrated in the case of Nadab and Abihu, who 
“offered strange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not.” (Lev. 10:1). It is striking that 
this offering wasn’t specifically forbidden. The slaying of 
Nadab and Abihu indicates that the command of a thing 

“God has laid 
down what true 
worship is.”
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(Hugh Martin [1822-85], who ministered at Panbride, 
near Carnoustie, and then at Greyfriars Free Church 
in Edinburgh, was one of the ablest ministers of the 
Disruption. This piece is taken from his work ‘The 
Atonement – In its Relations to the Covenant, the 
Priesthood, the Intercession of our Lord’, first published 
in 1870, and has been lightly edited.)

The fundamental notion and essence of 
atonement, as embodied in the priestly work 
of Christ, is the offering of Himself unto God a 

sacrifice and a reconciliation for the sins of His people. 
It is His substitutionary oblation of Himself, bearing 
the curse and bringing in righteousness, thereby 
satisfying Divine justice, and reconciling us unto God. 

The True Theory and False Theories
It is only from such atonement as this – atonement 
in its unique and specific meaning, in its peculiar 
and essential idea, and in its complete achievement 
by Christ, acting herein as an high priest “for men”, 
offering “for sins” – that the false theories derive into 
them that measure of truth which they themselves, by 
attempting to supplant their own parent thought, turn 
into falsehood and deadly error. We can do little more 
than hint the line of thought.

(1.) It was by the atonement of a substitutionary 
sacrifice for sin, satisfying Divine justice, that Christ 
had scope for that unmurmuring patience by which He 
left us an “Example” that we should follow His steps (1 
Pet. 2:21-24).

(2.) It was by dying a substitutionary and atoning 
death that He underwent “Martyrdom” as a witness for 
the truth (John 18:37).

(3.) It was in setting His face as a flint to go to 
Jerusalem, there to fill up with antitypical reality 
all Jerusalem’s priestly services, by offering Himself 
without spot to God a curse-bearing sacrifice for sin, 
that He denied Himself and took up His cross, and 
commended “Self-denial” to His followers.

(4.) It was when He proffered Himself to the sword 
of offended justice, awakened against Him, according 
to His own covenant arrangement, by the Father, that 
He illustrated “Self-surrender”.

(5.) With Him “Self-sacrifice” was specifically 
sacrifice for sin, a satisfaction and a reconciliation.

(6.) There is indeed in His Cross a “Governmental 
Display”. It declares God’s “righteousness for the 
remission of sins”; but only because Christ is there “set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood” 
(Rom. 3:25). And it declares, manifests, displays the 
love of God; but only in that God “sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)

(7.) A “Moral Influence”, also, undoubtedly flows 
from the cross of Jesus. But it is a fountain of moral 
influence; – and moral influence without spiritual 
power were needlessly exerted on men dead in 
trespasses and sins; – it is a fountain both of Moral 
Influence and of regenerating energy to turn us unto 
righteousness, only because He there gave Himself in 
justice-satisfying substitution, “the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18).

The True Theory and False Theories
Secure the intrinsic and essential nature, and the 
primary and direct design, of the atoning death of 
Christ, and all the secondary results – flitting otherwise 
as mere shades in dreamland, vainly claiming the reality 
of fact – become real and true, and are secured. But 
when they claim to be of the essence of atonement, they 
fight against their own realisation. It is the same with 
all secondaries in relation to their primary. Happiness, 
followed as a primary object of pursuit, is unattainable. 
Duty, followed as a primary, brings happiness in its train.

And in like manner, all good in these theories – 
all good conception or idea in them – remains ideal 
and unattainable, until based on the doctrine of 
substitution and satisfaction which to their own ruin 
they would supplant. They are like the second intended 
row of stones for a building which is never suffered to 
have a first row or foundation; like the second month 
of a year, that shall have no first month or beginning. In 
the hands of those who plead them as explanations of 
the cross, they are at the best but ‘airy nothings’; ‘their 
local habitation’, and only home of life – their source of 
truth, reality, and power – is just that same old doctrine 
which they malign and would subvert.

As if sunbeams should revile the sun!

DOCTRINE

THE ESSENCE OF CHRIST’S ATONEMENT
HUGH MARTIN
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“Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set 
a watch against them day and night, because of them” 
(Nehemiah 4:9)

Nehemiah was part of the second wave of 
returning exiles from Babylon. He was the 
leader of the remnant who were stirred up 

to rebuild the church in Jerusalem. He also began to 
rebuild the broken down walls of the city, so that the 
church there could meet in peace and safety. However, 
there was not only opposition to the church but also to 
the city which contained it. God was with His people 
there, but they also had a responsibility to work, and 
true faith will labour in love to Christ.

1) The Background: Opposition
Whenever the cause of God is revived, as in Nehemiah’s 
day when the walls were rebuilt after decades of ruin, 
opposition to the Lord’s cause appears. Whenever 
the claims of Christ are asserted, Biblical ethics 
are proclaimed or Creation maintained, there will 
be opposition. You will find that those formerly 
antagonistic to each other, such as Tobiah and 
Sanballat, or Herod and Pilate, will join together in the 
common purpose, to oppose the person and work of 
Christ. The carnal mind will always be “enmity against 
God” (Rom. 8:7).

The opposition arises from the unbelieving heart. 
Unbelievers try to wish God out of existence and do 
not like to be reminded of Him; so they try to silence 
the messengers. The builders could only stop their 
work if they gave in to compromise. Sanballat and 
company tried to stop them by words at first. “We are 
all one: why do you need walls?” They used mockery 
(Neh. 4:2,3), progressed to threats and intimidation 
(vv.2,7,8,11) and finally prepared to attack. This is a 
frequent pattern in the enemies of God and His people; 
stronger and stronger measures are used to silence 
them. The people inside the walls were warned, as are 
we!

In the 1850’s, a young Calvinist preacher began 
preaching in New Park Street Chapel, London. The city 
was alarmed at this revival of God’s claims and cause. 
They mocked him in the press and tried to compromise 
his witness, but to no avail. So they used intimidation, 
using a hoax fire-scare at one of his meetings when 

thousands were present. This led to several deaths and 
shook young Spurgeon to the core of his constitution. 
The words of the opposition led on to violence. Yet 
God enabled Spurgeon to persevere, and he named his 
monthly magazine accordingly – The Sword and the 
Trowel. The builders needed to be praying, watching 
and armed! These are no carnal weapons (2 Cor. 10:4); 
they are part of our spiritual life, for all life here is a 
warfare for the Christian.

2) How are we to Respond to the Opposition?
We are to respond to opposition as Nehemiah and his 
companions did, praying, watching and persevering in 
their God-given tasks.

They prayed, to the only One who is stronger than 
the devil or sin, or the opposition they both produce 
(Neh. 4:4,5,9). The Lord has the power to overcome all 
(vv.14,15), and He shall! Prayer takes our focus away 
from the opposition to “a stronger than he” (Luke 
11:22). This was their hope as soldiers (Neh. 4:20; 1 
Thess. 5:8).

They worked, building as well as praying. The 
wall was not going to build itself. “Trust in God”, said 
Oliver Cromwell, “and keep your powder dry!” Praying 
without corresponding actions (to what we prayed 
for), seeking to put the prayer into action, is hollow 
praying indeed. It is akin to fatalism. We must pray and 
use the means provided, provided for ourselves and 
not just for others.

They watched as well as prayed. “Prayer without 
watchfulness is hypocrisy....On the other hand, dear 
friends, watching without praying is equally futile. To 
say, ‘I will keep myself right’, and never pray to God to 
keep you, is self-confidence, which must lead to evil....
watching grows wearisome without prayer....Prayer 
will call out the watchman, prayer will incite him to 
keep his eyes open....watching will help prayer, for 
watching proves prayer to be true. Watching excites 
prayer, for every enemy we see will move us to pray 
more earnestly.” (C.H. Spurgeon)

We must particularly watch for attacks at the weak 
points in the wall’s defences (Neh. 4:13). You will know 
from experience where your weaknesses lie, and also 
where and when you are most vulnerable to attack. 
The trumpet would sound and call for concentration 
of resources at the point of attack (vv.18-20). If the 

PRAYING, WATCHING AND WORKING
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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AGAINST SELF-CONFIDENCE
REV. JAMES CLARK

“he that was dead...” (Luke 7:15)

There are signs of being dead and signs of being 
alive, physically and spiritually. These signs are 
evidences by which we can tell which category 

we are in.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / AGAINST SELF-CONFIDENCE

enemy gets a foothold, a first step, then they will get 
a second step, which will be worse for us. The aim in 
the Christian life is to watch against the taking of that 
first step, for then you or they cannot take the second! 
“Watch for the beginnings of sin”, said the old divines.

Families were to work together and families were 
a motivation to pray, work and watch (vv.13,14). 
Nehemiah was the best kind of leader, a leader led by 
God, and he established priorities (v.23). Self must 
come second in “the work of the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58), 
and the church must not squander its resources in 
unprofitable enterprises.

The Christian life is a warfare. We have foes inside 
as well as outside, seen and unseen. The sentry on 
our walls must look out at those who surround us but 
also look inside the walls, as we have a heart deceitful 
inside, which is liable to open a little gate to let in 
the enemy; history tells us that many castles were 
infiltrated this way.

3) How are we to Maintain this Watchful Frame of 
Mind?
This is an important question, as we are beings who 
grow weary, lack concentration, have limited vision 
and rely too much on how we feel.

1. We must pray to have a watchful frame of mind 
and not lose a sense of our danger in this world. We are 
always vulnerable, especially when we are discouraged 
and sometimes when we feel strong (like Peter or 
Samson) and prospering. There is a deceitfulness in 
sin: it can give the impression that there is no need 
to watch now, especially after some great victory, but 
this is just the time when we are off guard! (1 Sam. 
30:16,17) Moreover, are there not temptations in 
every situation?

2. We must take time to honestly examine our 
weaknesses, and give attention to reinforcing the weak 
spots in our defensive walls. Is it impatience, angry 
outbursts, pessimism, discontent, worldly pleasures 
and preoccupations? There are some companies and 
places which are not good for you to go into. John could 
go into the courtyard of Caiaphas without harm, but not 
Peter! People carrying gunpowder should stay away 
from matches! This requires analysis of past mistakes 
and failings, a humbling but profitable exercise. If we 
do not learn from history, we are condemned to repeat 
the same mistakes.

3. The devil, “that old serpent” (Rev. 12:9), usually 
coils in preparation before the attack (as Sanballat 
and company progressed in their opposition), just as 
in the garden of Eden temptation, which is a pattern 
for all others. “We are not ignorant of his devices 
[strategies]”, says Paul (2 Cor. 2:11). The book Precious 
Remedies Against Satan’s Devices by Thomas Brooks is 
an excellent guide on this subject.

4. Beware of idleness. Not only idle hands but idle 
minds invite the devil to trip us up. David idled on 
the rooftop, Peter at the fireside, and we know what 
happened next! We are to pray, watch and work. Fill 
the mind with “the expulsive power of a new affection” 
(Thomas Chalmers). One way to keep out the flying 
weeds is to fill up the garden with good things (Phil. 
4:8).

Happily, there is One who prays constantly for His 
weary church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against all inside His kingdom. “Our God shall fight for 
us”, said Nehemiah to the fearful people (Neh. 4:20). 
Meanwhile, let us pray for strength, and watch and 
build. Soon the watching and waiting will be over, and 
we can take off our armour and rest with Christ.

Physically Alive
The widow of Nain’s son was dead, but now no more; 
he was alive. How do we know? He “began to speak” 
(Luke 7:15). When the daughter of Jairus was brought 
back to life, she evidenced this by her appetite – “he 
commanded to give her meat [food].” (Luke 8:55) 
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Very few nowadays would be attending the church 
of the Apostles – it would be too strict according to 
Scripture for them, not having enough man-centred 
worship. Church history shows us that there have been 
innumerable ‘religious’ changes from the doctrine and 
form of worship of the Apostles over the last 1,900 
years, supposedly improvements! Any departure from 
the Word of God cannot be justified. The vast visible 
church has gone its own way, but the Spiritual Body of 
Christ remains and endures.

Biblical Evidences of Spiritual Life
The most famous and thorough treatise on Biblical 
evidences of spiritual life was published in 1746 by the 
American preacher and theologian Jonathan Edwards 
(1703-58), The Religious Affections (Emotions). 
Edwards had just come through a revival and had 
witnessed strange behaviour. He examined the 
behaviour of these people, including their outbursts 
of emotion, from the Scriptures, and found much of it 
spurious.

Edwards’ book was used by James Robe (1688-
1753), Minister in Kilsyth, who faced the same 
problem, that is, trying to discern the true Christians 
according to Scripture; to ascertain if their emotional 
life and experiences were found within the realm of 
Scripture. Then, as now, there are some people who 
think that anything which happens in a revival comes 
from God. However, it is also a time for Satan’s working, 
to produce the tares who infiltrate the church and 
attempt to fill it with unbiblical innovations in doctrine 
and practice. 

We cannot Afford to be Mistaken
The sincerity of a person’s faith needs testing; we 
cannot judge it by words or emotions alone. There 
can be a lot of activity in a dead soul, and we need the 
words of the Spirit in Scripture to identify His own 
work in the soul. Emotions, such as love and others 
mentioned in Galatians 5:22ff, must be defined by God 
in their nature and in their expression – we cannot 
judge by the world’s standards or its definitions.

According to the Lord Jesus, many false professions 
with their accompanying false assurances are made 
in this world (Matt. 7:21ff; Matt. 25:31ff). These 
poor deluded souls found out their mistaken trust 
regarding their state too late! This is not something 
we dare make a mistake about – it cannot be rectified 
in eternity; there is no purgatory or second chance 
there. We are exhorted to examine ourselves (2 
Cor. 13:7) – let us do it according to the Bible and 
then we shall know God’s approval, that we are His 
workmanship (Eph. 2:10)...and if we belong to Him, 
He will never let us go.

Dorcas showed she was alive again, because “she 
opened her eyes” (Acts 9:40). When Lazarus rose from 
the dead he was loosed from what held him (John 
11:44; cf. also Acts 2:24). Another sign of life was that 
dead people do not walk, but Lazarus did, and the girl 
did; she “arose, and walked” (Mark 5:42). In all these 
cases death had been overpowered by a greater power, 
namely Christ’s. There were signs visible to any honest 
witness that they were alive, having been pronounced 
dead.

Spiritually Alive
Just as there are signs of physical life, so there are signs 
of spiritual life. A new birth leads to new life. Such 
speak to the Lord, the Author of that life, in prayer, and 
speak for Him as witnesses. They have an appetite for 
the Word and for spiritual things; the “things above” 
associated with Christ (Col. 3:1,2). They have their 
eyes opened to see things in a new way (2 Cor. 5:17). 
They have a new uplook, inlook and outlook, seeing 
beyond the things that are seen with carnal eyes and 
into eternity itself.

Such have been set free to come to the Speaker, 
the One whose Voice loosed them (like Lazarus) to 
follow Him (John 10:27). The clothes and works of 
the dead are left behind (Heb. 9:14). Now they can 
walk with Him in harmony, reconciled. Because they 
walk with Him they make progress as they follow 
Him through this world into another. These are the 
signs of our new life in Christ, signs which neither 
we nor others can doubt regarding the reality of our 
new birth.

Unbiblical Evidences of Spiritual Life
Are we looking for signs, experiences and feelings 
which are not approved by Scripture as evidences? 
For example, do we expect to be sinless, happy every 
minute, to be without fears, to have no feelings of 
weariness? It is sad how many look for spurious signs 
of life in Christ. How many look for a church which 
gives them the ‘feel-good’ factor and not the ‘closer 
to God and godliness’ factor? How many are looking 
for the approbation of their upright living which fuels 
their pride while they sing a ‘cheery hymn’? The marks 
of grace in the New Testament are directly opposed to 
the marks of popular churches.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / AGAINST SELF-CONFIDENCE

“It is sad how 
many look for 
spurious signs of 
life in Christ.”
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“And behold there met him a woman...” (Proverbs 7:10)

In the early chapters of Proverbs, the Bible talks about 
this subject a lot. It would be naive to maintain that 
such temptations and falls don’t happen in the visible 

church, to both young and old. The sermon on the mount 
also highlights it as a real danger. It begins with a look, 
and who knows where it shall end? Many persons have 
sacrificed peace of mind and conscience for ‘short-term 
gains’. Families have been plunged into grief, poverty 
and perplexity because of this sin in particular. But we 
must remember that “all manner of sin” can be forgiven 
(Matt. 12:31), which includes this one.

Lack of Self-control
Why do these ‘affairs’ happen? The Bible makes it clear 
that all people lack self-control in some degree (James 
1:14), that sin is an unruly influence on everyone’s lives, 
and that sin also seeks to justify/excuse the behaviour 
which God disapproves of. For some, the misery of 
unhappy marriages leads them to be attracted to people 
who comfort them. For others, there is the attraction 
of being flattered, getting attention, which sometimes 
leads to going beyond what was initially intended in 
the relationship. Curiosity has also led many sinners 
into sin besides Adam and Eve. For others, working 
with someone many hours a day builds up a bond 
which can sometimes overflow into mutual attraction. 
The Book of Proverbs emphasises the fact that there 
are also people ‘out there looking for something’, 
besides falling into this snare unawares (see Gal. 6:1). 
Where would sinners be if Christ had not come as ‘the 
Friend of sinners’, calling them to repentance?

The Need to Watch
The Bible admonishes us to ‘watch’, to be aware of 
over-confidence and fantasising instead of praying for 
strength to get through the life here which God has 
foreordained for us. There are no perfect relationships 
here on earth, for “in many things we offend all.” 
(James 3:2) Scripture brings the mind down to humble 
reality, and the reality is that anything can happen 
to people in this world! But the Word of God also 
speaks of forgiveness, and infers that Christ associated 
with publicans and harlots. He was, of course, 
misunderstood and criticised for this, but how could 
He restore them and bring them to Himself, and a new 

life, unless He spoke to them! Nor did He speak to them 
in a harsh, scolding manner. He understood and pitied 
them, knowing the addictive power of sin on earth, a 
power from which only He can free us (John 8:36).

Forgiveness upon Repentance
The theologian Ambrose of Milan, who lived in the 
fourth century AD, pointed sinners of all kinds to Christ 
(including Augustine, who himself became a famous 
theologian). During Ambrose’s time the Roman Emperor 
Theodosius committed adultery. It was public knowledge 
and the Emperor thought little about it. He defended 
himself by saying that David the king had done it, and 
David was a believer, so why the fuss? Ambrose replied, 
“As thou hast followed David in his sin, now follow him 
in his repentance!” Psalm 51 is always appropriate, 
whether for this sin or for any other sin. There is always 
forgiveness upon repentance, but not otherwise. But 
where there is repentance, there is always faith beside it; 
they are the two eyes of the enlightened soul, and both 
look to Christ, with wonder and adoration. Such will love 
much (Luke 7:47) because they are loved more.

How to Respond
How then can the tempted one respond to such a crisis 
and conflict in his or her life?

1. You can, like Joseph, flee from the temptation 
(Gen. 39:12). This is the best course, as it removes 
what is attracting the heart from the eyes. But what if 
the attraction has gripped the heart with power?

2. You must jolt yourself prayerfully to be more 
afraid of the consequences than you are by nature – 
cry out to God.

3. Think more of Christ’s love than yours or 
anyone else’s – is it worth the risk of damaging THIS 
relationship?

4. Prayerfully confirm your commitment to Him 
and to the relationship which is higher than any other.

5. Be honest with yourself and with God. Nothing is 
hidden from Him, so hide nothing.

6. Turn Home again and face away from the ‘far 
country’, and head for the arms of the One who 
receives sinners (Luke 15:2,20). Pray, “lead us not into 
temptation”, but if you do fall into it, add, “but deliver 
us from evil” (which follows the falling). (Matt. 6:13)

Always remember, He is able to save to the 
uttermost, and from the uttermost!

THE SUBJECT THE CHURCH DOES NOT 
TALK ABOUT
REV. JAMES CLARK

YOUTH FOCUS
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2022 General Assembly 
(Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, Assistant Clerk of Assembly)

It is with a real sense of thankfulness to the Most 
High that we are able to inform the Church and 
Christian friends that after an absence of two 

years the General Assembly will meet, God willing, in 
person as indicted on Monday 23rd May at Liberton 
Kirk, Kirkgate, Edinburgh, EH16 6RY. The Assembly 
will commence with public worship conducted by 
the retiring Moderator at 6.00pm. It is anticipated 
that the Assembly will continue until Thursday 
lunchtime.

It is always an encouragement to Commissioners 
to have the presence and fellowship of members 
of the public and we would hope that as Covid 
restrictions are eased we will be able to meet 
together again.

For those unable to attend the Assembly the 
possibility of broadcasting the proceedings is 
being investigated and further details will be made 
available on the Church website nearer the time 
(D.V.).

Spring Conference Update (Publications Committee)

The 2022 Spring Conference will take place 
in Westhill Church, Inverness on Friday 15th 
April, running from 10.00am to 4.00pm 

(D.V.). Because of limited space the numbers at the 
Conference are limited to a maximum of sixty adults 
and twenty children, and bookings are being accepted 
on a first come, first served basis. It will be necessary 
for attendees to bring a packed lunch.

The brochure and booking form for the Conference 
are available for download on the Church website at:

https://www.freechurchcontinuing.org/reports/
news/fcc-news/item/2022-spring-conference

Before filling in the booking form please get in touch 
with the Booking Secretary, Mr Lindsay MacCallum, to 
check that there are still places available. Mr MacCallum 
may be contacted by phone on 01349 884170 or by 
e-mail at lindsay.maccallum6@gmail.com

Unfortunately, Rev. Maurice Roberts, who was 
due to speak at the first session of the Conference, 
is indisposed, so a revised programme has been 
arranged. Rev. William Macleod (retired) will speak at 
the morning session on The Principles and Necessity of 
Revival, and Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod will speak at the 
afternoon session on Twentieth Century Revivals in the 
Western Isles. There will be a time for questions after 
each session.

For any further information regarding the 
Conference, please visit the Church website or contact 

CHURCH NEWS
the Clerk pro tem to the Publications Committee, Rev. 
David M. Blunt, by phone on 01876 510305 or by 
e-mail at publications@fccontinuing.org

UN Experts Call for ‘Urgent Action’ in Papua 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 1 March three United Nations (UN) human 
rights experts issued a joint statement calling 
for urgent action to address the deteriorating 

human rights situation in Indonesia’s West Papua and 
Papua provinces. The number of displaced Papuans is 
now between 60,000 to 100,000 people, thousands of 
whom remain stranded in the bush. Military violence 
escalated in May 2021 after the Indonesian government 
deployed counter-terrorism forces to the region. The 
UN experts regard the numerous cases of abuses 
they received as ‘the tip of the iceberg’. They were 
“particularly disturbed by reports that humanitarian 
aid to displaced Papuans is being obstructed by the 
authorities....In several incidents, church workers 
have been prevented by security forces from visiting 
villages where IDPs [Internally Displaced Persons] are 
seeking shelter”. Please pray that ‘urgent action’ will be 
forthcoming.

Quote

“When adversity befalls us, we lift our 
thoughts to God, and the knowledge that 
His hand has done it is most efficacious 

in producing patience, submission, and quietness of 
mind. If Joseph had allowed his thoughts to dwell on 
the treachery of his brethren, he could never have 
recovered his brotherly affection for them; but when he 
considered the providence of God he forgot the injury 
which they had done to him and said: ‘ye thought evil 
against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. Now 
therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little 
ones.’ (Gen. 50:20,21)”
John Calvin
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Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
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MISSIONS

THE DAWN OF THE DAY

(The concluding part of the first instalment of an article 
entitled ‘View of Modern Missions’ which appeared in 
‘The Home and Foreign Record of the Free Church of 
Scotland’ in February and March 1853. The author is 
unknown. A previous article by the same author had 
considered the development in the previous half century 
of two contrasting movements – political revolution 
and missionary enterprise. The piece encourages us 
to maintain an optimistic approach to missionary 
endeavour in difficult times.)

But it is said that it is but a few insignificant spots 
on which the light rests. After half a century of 
labour, all that we can exhibit as the result of 

our efforts, are but a few small Christian communities 
gathered out of nations, and millions still pagan. 
Granting this, who will say that the labour is lost 
labour? Would not the salvation of but one immortal 
soul be recompence enough for all the labour which 
has been expended? “For who hath despised the day of 
small things?” (Zech. 4:10)

Spring
Go ye forth in the season of spring. The sower has 
passed over his fields, and scattered his seed, but 
where are the fruits of his toils? A few green blades, 
here and there rising above the clod, are all that are 
visible. Go ye out again a few months later, and lo! the 
fields are white already unto harvest.

It is a law in grace, as well as in nature, that all 
great and lasting changes must spring from almost 
imperceptible beginnings. The noonday light that 
covers sea and land was a few hours before but a 
feeble streak on the horizon. The machinery had to be 
prepared. The best methods of carrying on the work 
had to be learned by experience. Great principles had 
to be propagated in prayer, in toil, and in faith. Had 
the movement been suddenly advanced beyond its 
natural limits, undoubtedly a reaction would have 
ensued; and with a reaction there would have come 
disappointment and relaxation of our efforts at home, 
and centuries might have passed away before the point 
formerly reached had been attained.

Growth
We accept it as an indication that this movement is 
destined to be a permanent, a universal, and a final 
one, that it progresses thus slowly; that it augments the 
number of its adherents not by the sudden addition of 
whole tribes and nations, but by that of individuals and 
families as the light reaches them. Thus, it thoroughly 
makes the ground its own as it passes over it.

In this way did prophecy speak of the final conversion 
of the Jewish and Gentile worlds. It described it as being 
in its beginnings a scarcely perceptible movement – “I 
will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I 
will bring you to Zion” (Jer. 3:14) – but a movement 
that should become instantaneously universal and 
complete at last. “Who hath heard such a thing? who 
hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring 
forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? 
for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her 
children.” (Isa. 66:8)

Dawn
It is then but the dawn that we behold. But how 
thankful ought we to be that we have been permitted 
to see what so many kings and righteous men of old 
desired to see and were not permitted! That dawn 
breaks amid clouds of storm – amid the shakings of all 
nations. It is like that dawn which is to usher in the day 
of millennial glory – which, indeed, we believe it to be. 
Let not, then, these portents dismay us. They are sent 
not to punish the Church, but to shake the world to 
root out those idolatrous systems which have so long 
withstood the reign of Christ.

Instead of satisfying us that this is not the time 
to work, and that we should wait till these troubles 
pass away, and the nations have peace to listen to 
the gospel message – they ought to convince us 
that if ever there was a time to work it is now that 
all things are conspiring for change, and that, if 
the Church be but faithful to her great mission, in 
a dependence upon the blessed Spirit, the coming 
change will assuredly realise that glorious era which 
the prophets so often foretold, and for which the 
world has so long waited.
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WHAT IS A WOMAN?

Truth forsaken for folly

What is a woman? Some people appear unable or 
unwilling to answer this rather basic question. 
On a Radio 4 programme on 8 March marking 

‘International Women’s Day’, Anneliese Dodds, Shadow 
Secretary of State for Women and Equalities, was asked if a 
future Labour government at Westminster would legislate 
to define what a woman is. Labour proposes to update the 
Gender Recognition Act 2004 to make self-identification 
easier, while maintaining single-sex exemptions. Dodds 
claimed there were different definitions of a ‘woman’. 
When pressed she hid behind the smokescreen of context, 
citing individuals who are ‘transitioning’. The next day 
Yvette Cooper, the Shadow Home Secretary, said on Times 
Radio that she did not want to “go down the rabbit hole of 
defining what a woman is.”

This totally unnecessary confusion has reached 
ludicrous heights (or depths). Bristol University has 
moved to drop the words “she” and “woman” from its staff 
maternity policy. Also, Brighton and Sussex NHS Trust 
has become the first in the country to issue guidelines 
on “the additive use of gender-neutral language” in its 
maternity department, encouraging midwives to use 
terms such as “birthing parent” and “chestfeeding” where 
this is the patient’s preferred terminology. Finally, while 
the Court of Session ruled in February that the definition 
of ‘woman’ in the Gender Representation on Public 
Boards (Scotland) Act 2018 could only apply to biological 
women, it remains to be seen what impact proposals by 
the SNP to simplify self-identification, and lower the age 
for this from 18 to 16, will have if they become law.

The children’s author J.K. Rowling has found herself 
in trouble for making a few reasonable comments 
on this issue. Her name has been scrubbed and her 
reputation slandered. Her crime? Defending women 
as biological females. How shocking! There is a well-
known statement, “In a time of universal deceit, telling 
the truth is a revolutionary act.” Now is the time to tell 
the truth more passionately than ever.

The root cause of the confusion is sin, leading to an 
intellectual disorientation with a gloss of pretended 
cleverness. If sin is the root then rebellion is the fruit. 
The plain teaching of Scripture is abandoned in favour 
of experimental ideas, in the fond hope of acquiring a 
wisdom sufficient to comprehend human behaviour. 
The inevitable consequence is seen in Romans 1: when 
people reject divine revelation, God ultimately rejects 
them, handing people over to the full effects of their 
foolish notions, as we are now witnessing in society. As 
ever, the only cure is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

POSTHUMOUS APOLOGIES

The message they send

The First Minister Nicola Sturgeon used 
‘International Women’s Day’ to offer “a formal 
posthumous apology” on behalf of the Scottish 

Government to all who were accused of breaking the 
Scottish Witchcraft Act 1563. The act stated that no 
person should “use any manner of witchcraft, sorcery 
or necromancy, nor give themselves forth to have any 
such craft or knowledge thereof”; it was replaced by 
the post-union Witchcraft Act 1735, which assumed 
that there were no real witches. It is believed that 
nearly 4,000 people were accused of breaking the 
Scottish Witchcraft Act, most of them being convicted 
and many executed.

This is not the first posthumous apology or pardon. 
The Historical Sexual Offences (Pardons and Disregards) 
(Scotland) Act 2018 pardoned homosexuals convicted 
of offences under laws which by that date had been 
repealed. In October 2021 a draft Government Bill to 
pardon miners convicted of certain offences during 
the 1984-85 miners’ strike was introduced to the 
Parliament; the Justice Minister stressed that the aim 
was to issue a collective and posthumous pardon. 

It is instructive to note how the apology to witches 
was framed. The First Minister claimed that the 1563 
Act was motivated by “deep misogyny” (in fact 15% of 
those accused under it were men), and that we live with 
that hatred still. “Today, it expresses itself not in claims 
of witchcraft but in everyday harassment, online rape 
threats and sexual violence.” She said that a vital part of 
“building a better country” is “recognising and writing 
into history what has been erased for too long: the 
experience and achievements of women.” These pardons 
and apologies are more about politics than justice in its 
proper sense. What can they mean for someone now 
in eternity? They may be a sort of vindication for any 
surviving relatives but they are really meant to convey a 
message about our modern values.

And there is the problem: our values. Some may 
be wondering, Where will this end? but we could ask 
instead, Where should it begin? The First Minister said 
that the injustice under the Witchcraft Act was “on a 
colossal scale” and “egregious”. There is an injustice that 
truly deserves that description. Since the Abortion Act 
1967 half a million babies have been killed in the womb 
in Scotland, and their blood is on our hands. There is 
not the slightest sign of an apology forthcoming, let 
alone repentance, and the Lord is saying to us, “shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?” (Jer. 
5:9) When will we begin to listen?

COMMENT



April 202216 April 202216

“We are all Hussites without knowing it” (Martin Luther)

Jan (or John) Hus was, and still is, a remarkable 
individual in the history of the Church. As one 
writer put it: “Within a hundred years of Hus’ fiery 

  death the force of Martin Luther’s ideas and 
personality acted like a high-powered drill on the 
multiple worlds of European culture.” (Thomas A. 
Fudge, Jan Hus: Religious Reform and Social Revolution 
in Bohemia, I.B. Tauris, 2010) In other words, all of 
Europe felt the impact of Hussite theology. The single 
greatest tribute to Hus comes from Luther, who wrote 
to George Spalatin in February 1520:

“I have hitherto taught and held all the opinions of 
John Huss unawares; so did John Staupitz; in short, we 
are all Hussites without knowing it. Paul and Augustine 
are Hussites to a word. Behold the horror which I have 
discovered without any Bohemian teacher or leader: I 
know not what to think for astonishment when I see such 
terrible judgments of God on mankind that the plain 
gospel truth has been publicly burned and considered 
damnable for a hundred years, and no one to assert it! 
Woe to the land!”

Life and Education
Hus’s date of birth cannot be dogmatically asserted, but 
it was around 1370. The place was Husinec, in the south 
of what is now the Czech Republic. As for his parents, we 
know only what Hus himself says, that his mother was a 
devout woman. We know also that he was poor, and had 
a desire to enter the ministry. By 1390 Hus had enrolled 
at the University of Prague, graduating three years later 
with a degree in liberal arts. Hus was above average 
intellectually. Before his conversion he was full of pride 
and pleasure, but he did adopt a principle that was to 
become crucial to the rest of his life: the pursuit of truth 
and the abandonment of error. Hus acquired a Master’s 
degree in 1396 and taught at the Faculty of Arts, where 
he became extremely popular; many students remained 
loyal to him even when he was subjected to persecution. 
While he was teaching Hus began studies at the Faculty 
of Theology.

Acquaintance with Wycliffe
Around the same period Hus became thoroughly 
acquainted with the writings of John Wycliffe. Hus 
acquired permission for Jerome of Prague (1379-1416) 

– a follower of his and a fellow martyr – to travel to 
Oxford, from where he would bring copies of Wycliffe’s 
writings to Prague. In 1401 Hus was ordained, and 
in the same year he was elected by his colleagues to 
the post of Dean of the Faculty of Arts. It was at this 
time that he became a changed man. As Hus says, God 
taught him to learn Scripture.

In 1402 Hus was appointed rector of the Bethlehem 
Chapel in Prague, and it was from there that his fame 
spread across the city and the nation. Already a centre 
of reform, under Hus the Chapel became the focus 
of an awakening ministry with biblical exposition. 
So influential was his preaching that the archbishop 
banned preaching entirely in the Bethlehem 
congregation; Hus considered this as a violation of 
God’s command. Significantly, Hus preached in the 
Czech language and not in Latin. The chapel was built 
to house 3,000 people and not surprisingly was filled 
to capacity. Hus’s preaching drew people from every 
stratum of society, from the Queen down.

Clash with the Papacy
In 1408 the attack upon reform began, with the 
condemnation of Wycliffe; Hus was currently too 
popular to attack. Despite all this Hus became the 
recognised leader of the Reformed movement in 
Prague. Increasingly Hus defended Wycliffe, the 
‘evangelical doctor’, both in print and in preaching, and 
a clash became inevitable. In 1409, Pope Alexander V 
issued a bull ordering the suppression of Wycliffe’s 
writings in Bohemia; the Archbishop of Prague burnt 
about two hundred volumes of Wycliffe’s treatises, 
leading to widespread rioting across the city. In 1410, 
Alexander’s successor ordered action to be taken 
against Hus, who was called to appear for examination. 
It was clear that he would be found guilty, yet if he did 
not appear he would be prosecuted.

Hus continued to preach, with royal protection, yet 
he fell foul of the authorities when he preached against 
indulgences, unaware that the King, Wenceslaus 
IV, had already paid for them. Hus was accused of 
spreading Wycliffism in Bohemia, Poland, Hungary 
and Moravia. In 1413 he left Prague and was afterward 
invited to Constance, with the promise of safe conduct 
and protection. Despite this he was arrested and 
imprisoned. The Council of Constance (1415), having 
condemned Wycliffe, then moved against Hus for 
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spreading Wycliffe’s errors. Having failed to recant, 
Hus was handed over to the secular court and was 
burnt at the stake on 6th July, 1415.

While in prison Hus uttered the famous words, “You 
are now going to burn a goose [the Czech name ‘Hus’ 
means ‘goose’], but in a century you will have a swan which 
you can neither roast nor boil.” The swan was Luther.

Links with Wycliffe
The link between Bohemia and England is evidenced in 
the marriage in 1382 between Richard II of England and 
Princess Ann of Bohemia, sister to King Wenceslaus IV. 
The Czech historian František Šmahel states that Queen 
Ann had a profound interest in the Bible, coming as she 
did from a country where biblicism had a long tradition 
but where endeavours to translate the Bible into the 
national language encountered just as much opposition 
as in England. The translations of Scripture by Wycliffe’s 
followers did not therefore remain unnoticed in Bohemia.

How did Wycliffite theology enter Bohemia? Rev. 
T.M.A. Macnab, in his work Bohemia and the Scottish 
Lollards published in 1935, explains what happened 
after the royal marriage had forged a link between the 
homelands of Hus and Wycliffe:

“Six years later Adalbert Ranconis de Ericinio founded 
scholarships for Czech students at Paris and Oxford, 
and this brought the academic life of the two peoples 
into close contact. By this time the Lollard movement 
was in full swing in England. Though Wyclif had died 
in 1384 his teaching still continued, and Czech students 
at Oxford could hardly help being touched by it. One of 
the most noteworthy of these students was Jerome of 
Prague, who on his return to his own country took MSS. 
of several of Wyclif ’s works with him.”

Among the “damnable articles” of Wycliffe 
condemned at the Council of Constance was his assertion 
that belief in the supremacy of the Roman Church was 
not necessary for salvation. The same Council also 
condemned three propositions of Hus militating against 
papal primacy, namely: (i) “Peter neither was nor is 
the head of the holy catholic church.” (ii) “There is not 
the least proof that there must be one head ruling the 
church in spiritual matters who always lives with the 
church militant.” (iii) “The papal dignity originated with 
the emperor, and the primacy and institution of the 
pope emanated from imperial power.”

Theologically, Hus adopted Wycliffe’s concept of the 
church universal as the totality of the predestinated. 
This stood in marked contrast to the papal bull Unam 
sanctam (1302) of Boniface VIII, which declared that 
it is necessary to salvation for every human creature 
to be subject to the Roman pontiff. “By combining 
the doctrines of predestination and the Church, Hus 
robbed the papacy and the Roman hierarchy of their 
right to exist by setting up moral criteria with which 
they could not comply without dismantling their 
institutional structure.” (Howard Kaminsky, A History 
of the Hussite Revolution, 1967)

Hus and Scotland
It may surprise some that Hus has any link at all with 
Scotland. Macnab explains:

“A bitter persecution of his followers broke out in 
England on Wyclif’s death. One after another of his 
prominent disciples recanted, and in 1401 William Sawtre 
was burned. Many sought refuge in Scotland, which till 
then had been little touched by heretical movements. 
Effective propaganda was done by these obscure and 
nameless Lollards as they came more into contact with 
the common people. It was then that Bohemia and 
Scotland were brought into touch with each other.”

In 1410, when religious and political excitement 
were beginning to rise in several European countries, 
four letters, named Nova Scocie, which purported to 
have been written by a Scot named Quintin Folkhyrde 
or Folkhard, were taken from Scotland to Prague. 
Another link is Paul Craw, who was admitted to the 
Faculty of Medicine at Prague in 1416. Condemned 
for being being a follower of Hus and Wycliffe, in 
1432 Craw went as a missioner to Scotland, hoping 
to recruit support for the Hussite cause from amongst 
the Lollards. Arrested by Henry Wardlaw, Bishop of 
St Andrews, for spreading the ‘heretical’ ideas of Hus, 
Craw was burned at the stake in July 1433.

The Legacy of Hus
In a sense there are several ‘lives’ of Hus. There was 
the actual life lived, followed by his legacy. One legacy 
was spiritual, where Hus was embraced as an early 
reformer in the line of Wycliffe. There is also the 
national, political Hus, where he was adopted as the 
symbol of freedom for the Czechs. Finally there is the 
historical Hus, who continues to be rewritten and 
revised according to the whims of historians.

What did Hus leave behind that matters to us 
today? First, the truth of the Lordship of Christ and the 
authority of Scripture. Second, a biblical understanding 
of the nature of the Church. Third, the need to pursue 
the truth regardless of the cost. Fourth, a willingness 
to defend the truth even in the face of death.

“It may surprise 
some that Hus has 
any link at all with 
Scotland.”
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Transfiguration and Transformation
Hywel R. Jones, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 
201pp, £12.00

The substance of this book was four lectures on 
the Transfiguration of Jesus given by the author 
at the Annual Conference of the Evangelical 

Movement of Wales in Aberystwyth in 1989. He had 
been encouraged by the appreciative audience to 
publish the lectures at the time, but could not find the 
time for the necessary revision of the material. Since 
then his thinking has developed further on the subject 
especially through the reading of the Puritan, Thomas 
Manton, who wrote on the subject. For example, Manton 
said, “Be transformed that you may be transfigured”.

Dr Jones notices that the Greek word for 
transfiguration is the word metamorphosis. He points 
out how the same Greek word is used with regard to 
the transformation of the Christian, eg., in Romans 
12:2: “And be not conformed to this world, but be ye 
transformed (metamorphosed) by the renewing of your 
mind…”. Although we use the word “metamorphosed” in 
common speech, eg., with respect to rocks, it is not used 
in either of these places in Bible translations. Dr Jones 
draws interesting parallels between the transfiguration 
of Christ and the transformation of the Christian.

The first section of the book, 82 pages, deals with 
Christ’s transfiguration and the rest of the book with 
the transformation of the Christian.

Though I have preached several 
times on the transfiguration of 
Christ, I have to admit that I have not 
given to it the prominence which it 
should have. It is recorded in the first 
three gospels and reference is made 
to it in Peter’s Second Epistle and 
possibly in several other places. It 
was a major turning point in the life 
of Christ. The subject of conversation 
at the transfiguration was Christ’s imminent death, and 
following the transfiguration there is a new emphasis on 
His death and all is hurrying towards it. Dr Jones expounds 
carefully all the details relating to the transfiguration 
and gives some fascinating insights. The transformation 
of the Christian is then treated from regeneration to 
glorification and the resurrection of the dead.

This is not an easy book to read. There is constant 
reference to the Greek original. However the minister 
who works his way through it will be rewarded by rich 
insights. I recommend it as a book for ministers and 
divinity students.
Rev. William Macleod

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

Near to God: Nine True Stories of a Wonderful 
Discovery
Compiled by Richard Bennett & Martin 
Buckingham, Banner of Truth Trust, bkt, 64pp, 
£2.50

This booklet is tidy and 
well presented with a 
good-sized print for 

such a small booklet. There 
are helpful subheadings 
throughout each testimony 
that aid with following each 
journey to the truth. The 
Banner of Truth should be 
commended for republishing 
these personal accounts 
of the conversion of nine 
Roman Catholic priests out 
of darkness to Christ alone. 

Such accounts as recorded in this booklet should cause 
those within the evangelical church who may show a 
degree of acceptance of Rome to be ashamed at such 
folly.

Each of these testimonies stresses a number of 
discoveries that were common among these priests. 
They all came to discover that true access to God 
could only be by grace alone, through faith alone, 
and in Christ alone. Among these priests there was a 
hunger for God and yet no peace of heart; each came to 
know that the doctrines of Rome could not satisfy this 
hunger. The more they laboured, the greater became 
the emptiness and misery offered by the system and 
doctrine of Rome.

It is evident as you read that a further common 
denominator was the discovery of the truth and light 
of God’s word for themselves. One of these priests 
testifies to being forbidden as a seminarian to possess 
or read a Bible during the first eight years of study. In 
each account it is clear that by the work of the Spirit 
each was led out of Rome by being brought under the 
influence of God’s word, whether through reading 
it for themselves, hearing it preached, or Christians 
witnessing to them.

“At different times and in various ways God has used 
his written Word to set men, even Catholic priests, free!” 
(p.27)

Recommended.
Rev. Thomas Buchanan

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ayr    
Ballyclare & Doagh     
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Feb 2021
£

3,700
3,000
4,000
2,900
1,920

15,520

0
1,400
1,500
2,500
5,400

1,469
1,700
2,200

360
3,200
5,000
3,200
3,000
3,000

23,129

4,718
3,200
2,770
1,950
4,200
8,200

25,038

3,000
1,000
4,000
3,000
3,200

14,200

985

84,272

4,509
0

88,781

0
88,781

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2021

£

0
0
0
0

1,400
1,400

0
1,146

0
0

1,146

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

480
0
0

480

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

3,026

0
0

3,026

0
3,026

Total to Feb 2022
£

3,700
3,000
4,000
2,900
1,920

15,520

0
1,400

0
3,500
4,900

1,385
2,000
2,200

360
3,200
3,800
3,200
1,600

0
17,745

3,022
2,900
2,700
2,100
4,400

15,232
30,354

3,000
500

4,000
3,000
4,200

14,700

995

84,214

5,719
0

89,932

0
89,932

Feb 2022
£

1,850
1,500
2,000
1,450

960
7,760

0
700

0
1,500
2,200

910
1,000
1,100

130
1,600
1,800
1,600

800
0

8,940

1,412
1,500
1,500
1,050
2,200
7,264

14,926

1,500
0

4,000
1,500
2,600
9,600

0

43,426

3,056
0

46,482

0
46,482

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
April      May      June
3    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores   1    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s   5    Tarbat
10  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis   8    Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &   12  Poolewe & Aultbea
17  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville          Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl   19  Bracadale, Brora
24  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,             
       Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath   (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9

The Bethlehem Chapel, Prague, where the Czech reformer Jan Hus ministered from 1402-13. The original 
building was demolished in 1786 but in the 1950s a replica was built using the remains of the original walls.


