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If what we eat matters, then what we feed our 
minds with surely matters far more. A bad diet is 
detrimental to the body, but wrong information 

is damaging for the soul. Our generation is exposed 
to ideas, views and opinions in a way that no 
previous generation has been. Today there is not only 
print, radio and television, but the Internet, social 
networking, podcasts and blogs. And it seems that just 
about everyone has a smartphone. Modern technology 
is not evil, but because of man’s sinful nature, there is 
the danger that it may be put to wicked use. And there 
is no doubt that it is.

The devil has an extraordinary ability to make what 
is very harmful appear desirable to the individual. 
He must always use the same inlets into our minds – 
our hearing and seeing – yet he seeks new outlets by 
which to broadcast his lies. Through the media, and 
aided by the ungodly, Satan is presently pouring forth 
a flood of deceit. Government is largely on his side; the 
education system gives him help, and even healthcare 
sometimes lends a hand. Worst of all, many pulpits 
give him a platform. He begins with the eye and the 
ear, intending to capture the heart. “If the outworks are 
taken by an enemy, there is great danger of taking the 
whole castle.” (Thomas Watson)

Principles of Godliness
It is not sufficient for believers to shut their eyes and 
ears to what is sinful. We should certainly do that (1 
Thess. 5:22), but more is required. Sin is within our 
hearts, and that is where the work of sanctification 
must go on. “And be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” (Rom. 12:2) Paul was telling the 
Christians in Rome that their minds had been renewed 
and that this was continuing, so that more and more 
they had the mind of Christ. God requires obedience 
to His revealed will. We are bound to be like Paul, who 
with his mind served the law of God (Rom. 7:25).

Paul’s parting counsel to the Philippian church 
shows us what this means. He lists six principles 
bound up with godliness, and exhorts them to think 
on these things (Phil. 4:8). His advice may have had 
special application to the Philippians, because of their 

pagan background, yet it is very relevant to all the 
Lord’s people, especially in a day when so many other 
things compete for our attention. These believers were 
not just to exercise their minds upon the things Paul 
commended: they were to put them into practice, and 
they had Paul for their example in this. “Those things, 
which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, 
and seen in me, do” (v.9).

Saving Grace
The Philippians would not see these things in the men 
and women of the world. Neither would they have seen 
them in Paul once. As Saul of Tarsus, he was devoted 
to his own works and righteousness, but when he met 
the Lord Jesus he was convicted of his sin and justified 
by faith in the Redeemer. Paul confessed that, when he 
was a Pharisee, he felt he had more reason to trust in 
the flesh than any other man (Phil. 3:4), but now he 
could happily say, “by the grace of God I am what I am” 
(1 Cor. 15:10)! He was a new creature, and the things 
he commends are the new things that come with the 
gospel. They are the things which he preached. They 
are the things of grace.

What does Paul say we should occupy our minds 
with, and what briefly can be said about these things?

True
First, we are to think on things that are “true”. The 
Word of God deserves our constant, prayerful attention 
(Ps. 119:97); we cannot obtain or maintain a heavenly 
mind apart from it. Paul warned the Philippians not to 
follow those within the church who are “the enemies 
of the cross of Christ...who mind earthly things.” (Phil. 
3:18,19) It concerns us when professing Christians, 
including ministers, speak of enjoying movies, pop 
groups and so on. In a world full of falsehood, fantasy 
and fiction, we should be nourishing our minds with 
what is real, edifying and glorifying to God. This 
is especially important for teenagers, who may be 
enticed into immoral behaviours. The Bible teaches 
us that God made man male and female, and brought 
the two together in marriage that they should be 
one flesh (Gen. 1:27; 2:22-25); that is enough for us 
to understand that homosexuality is unnatural and 
gender change is an illusion.
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Honest
Second, we are to think on things that are “honest”. The 
word is literally ‘venerable’, which refers to people who 
are grave and dignified, and things that are deserving 
of respect. As our nation becomes more secular, it is 
losing a proper sense of values. Things that are light 
and frivolous are acclaimed, while things that are 
worthy of honour are treated with scorn. We sense a 
hostile attitude towards all that is truly sacred, or, what 
is in some ways worse, a complete indifference. A kind 
of levity has entered the church also. In many places, 
there is a casual approach to public worship, which has 
become like a concert. There are praise teams, modern 
songs and worldly music; even the preachers want to 
entertain as well as educate. Yet in Scripture we read 
of solemn feasts and assemblies, and ministers are to 
show “gravity” (Titus 2:7). Solomon’s words are for 
us all: “Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of 
God” (Ecc. 5:1).

Just
Third, we are to think on things that are “just”. The moral 
law tells us what God approves. Believers are delivered 
from the curse of the law but not from its rule; it directs 
us how to show our gratitude to God for His free 
salvation. Walking according to its precepts, as enabled 
by the Holy Spirit, we reveal our love for Christ (John 
14:15). In the first Psalm, we have a beautiful picture of 
the godly man. He is like a tree by a river that abounds 
in fruit and its leaves never fade (v.3). Calvin explains: 
“the children of God constantly flourish, and are always 
watered with the secret influences of divine grace”. How 
is this grace enjoyed by the godly man? Rejecting the 
counsel, way and seat of the wicked, “his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night” (vv.1,2). So he grows in godliness.

Pure
Fourth, we are to think on things that are “pure”. We 
profess to love and serve the One who is “of purer eyes 
than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” 
(Hab. 1:13). If God “never will, nor can, be reconciled 
to sin” (Matthew Henry), then neither should we be. 

Practically we are to avert our eyes and ears from all 
that is immoral and corrupting, in favour of what is 
holy and wholesome. Our society has now become a 
permissive one, abandoning modesty and chastity 
and taking up what is indecent and vulgar. We must 
flee such things. “But fornication, and all uncleanness, 
or covetousness, let it not be once named among you” 
(Eph. 5:3). Sin stains the soul. How thankful we are for 
the blood and Spirit of Christ, washing us from our sins 
and renewing us in God’s image!

Lovely
Fifth, we are to think on things that are “lovely”. 
There are pleasing traits in our fellow men, and the 
Philippians could see them in Paul, yet we are sure that 
in his preaching he commended to them the One who 
is “altogether lovely” (Song of Sol. 5:16) in His Person 
and work. When he would exhort them to love, unity 
and humility, he says, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus”. He shows them how God’s 
eternal Son came as His Servant, becoming man and 
dying on the cross to redeem sinners. Pleased with 
Christ’s obedience, God has highly exalted Him (Phil. 
2:5-9)! Let us study our Saviour’s life, and learn the 
way to true honour.

Of Good Report
Sixth, we are to think on things that are “of good 
report”. We should have a mind toward things that are 
reputable and free from scandal. A good name is to 
be preferred to a popular name, a name in the Lamb’s 
book of life to a name in the Church. “Oh! it is a mighty 
victory over self, to trample man’s judgement under 
foot, and eye only God’s approval.” (Charles Bridges) 
Demetrius had “good report of all men”, and the apostle 
John and many saints testified to his godly character, 
but more importantly he had good report “of the truth 
itself” (3 John 12). What ‘report’ does the Word of God 
give concerning you and me?

An Encouraging Promise
Paul has a great promise for those who think on these 
six things, and demonstrate them in their lives: “the 
God of peace shall be with you” (Phil. 4:9)! They shall 
enjoy the presence of the God who made peace with 
sinners through the blood of Christ’s cross, proclaims 
that peace in the gospel and gives peace to His people 
– but who also tells them not to return to foolishness 
(Ps. 85:8, metrical). A godly walk is found to be a 
comfortable walk, for the Lord is our companion. What 
believer does not desire that on the way to eternity?
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“Let us study our 
Saviour’s life, and 
learn the way to true 
honour.”
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Some of the marriages recorded in the Bible were 
bad ones; the couple were perhaps devoted to 
one another, but not to the Lord. Some marriages 

were not happy, such as Nabal and Abigail, or Lot 
and his wife from Sodom, because they had divided 
loyalties. In the marriage of Aquila and Priscilla we 
see two people devoted to the Lord, who were fellow 
labourers, fellow pilgrims and helped one another as 
they journeyed through this world.

A Happy Couple
Aquila and Priscilla were not nobility, not wealthy, 
and did not live a life of ease and comfort. They were 
humble, working people, tentmakers like Paul. They 
are mentioned five times in the New Testament and 
what stands out in these verses is that they were 
always together. They are never mentioned separately, 
and their names are mentioned interchangeably: it 
made no difference to them whose name was put first, 
as long as Christ had the pre-eminence; they laboured 
equally to serve Him. Their home was originally in 
Rome, but when they were driven out of there they 
went to Corinth, and there Paul met them (Acts 18:1-3). 
They were together in their tentmaking and together 
in serving the Lord – a happy couple indeed. 

A Happy Home
It was a home where Christ was put first. They were 
one in their faith and love to Christ. There was family 
worship, Bible reading and discussion of doctrine, 
especially when Paul came to visit. This is not the 
pattern when husband and wife are “unequally yoked” 
and pulling in different directions. When a visitor like 
Apollos came, they were able to instruct him with a 
deeper understanding of the Bible (Acts 18:24-26). 
They had an ‘open house’ for Christians; hospitality and 
fellowship was part of their Christian life. It is often the 
case that the wife is more spiritual than the husband 
and this may have been the case with this couple. There 
was no jealousy, no suppression; by agreeing with the 
Lord they would agree with one another. A home with 
such knowledge and harmony is a happy home indeed.

A Happy Aim in Life
An aimless life is an unhappy life; to live for no purpose 
other than to get older and get more is hollowness 
and misery indeed. This couple had one chief aim, 
to glorify God and enjoy Him, and all other aims 
were subordinated to this. This sometimes meant 

choosing to follow Christ and not the government, 
and this involved risks (Rom. 16:3,4). Governments 
always wish to take over the lives of the citizens, but 
Christians have a higher loyalty – God must come first. 
They travelled with Paul, and were always there to 
help. They were a reliable couple and have left behind 
them the fragrance of a consecrated and united family 
life. They were good examples to others and are now 
“made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). Their aim has been 
fulfilled, as is their happiness.

A Happy Ideal
You may be reading this and wondering how you could 
follow such a beautiful example. You must begin where 
they began. Like the Macedonians, you must first give 
yourselves to the Lord (by faith and in love), and then 
to one another (2 Cor. 8:5). They say it takes two to 
make a happy marriage. No, it takes three.

What can we learn from their lives?
1) Listen to sermons with evaluation of what you 
are hearing. Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos with 
appreciation but discerned that he did not understand 
the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). They therefore 
took him aside quietly, took him home, and instructed 
him, even as they were instructed by Paul.

2) We must help young people in particular to 
grow prayerfully in grace and knowledge. The young, 
like Apollos, know less than the more instructed and 
experienced, and need to learn, else they shall easily be 
drawn aside into Antinomianism in particular. Some of 
us are indebted to older women who took us in hand 
and taught us from what they had learned from so 
many spiritual and godly sources.

3) A Christian couple, with gifts, commitment and 
hospitality, are a great boon to a congregation when 
so few couples give time to the church and its wider 
ministry. A home is a valuable place for doctrinal 
teaching and teaching by example. Like Paul, we are 
thankful for them (Rom. 16:4,5); in his day the people 
met in private houses and not in special buildings.

4) Every believer needs to be well-instructed in 
the faith, no matter what his or her role in the church 
is. Ignorance and idleness are prevailing weaknesses 
in today’s church, and the forerunners of declension, 
if not apostasy. This couple knew their Bible through 
prayerful study. The Word was precious to them, and 
it came from One who is precious to those who believe 
(1 Pet. 2:7).

DEVOTIONAL

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA: A DEVOTED COUPLE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the 
reward.” (Hebrews 11:24-26)

In our day there is despair, cynicism and fear, and 
conspiracy theories abound. What is alarming 
is how a left wing ideology, based on suspicion, 

is being taught in our universities and is by now 
an everyday attitude which has also invaded the 
Church.

Our Modern Culture
This interpretation of history has been so successful 
that there is now widespread distrust and suspicion 
of everything. This is the postmodern agenda. There 
is no truth. There is nothing secure. Everything 
must be rejected as dishonest: people are dishonest, 
institutions are systemically evil and businesses and 
corporations are part of a global conspiracy. Reason 
itself is now treated with disdain, as the product of 
Judaeo-Christian imperialism. Mathematics is viewed 
as a purely oppressive tool imposed on everyone else. 
Classical music is likewise an expression of white, 
western domination.

Postmodernism was initially a fringe ideology 
in academic circles, but sadly it is now mainstream, 
having swept through every area of life. According to 
these academics, objective fact is pure fantasy, and it is 
meaningless to speak of Reason, Truth or Knowledge. 
They maintain that bias is everywhere, and ‘grievance’ 
is at the centre of all struggle. Logic and science are 
said to be constructs designed by the powerful to 
oppress others, and it is insisted that dreams, life 
stories, traditions, customs and experiences are equal 
and often superior forms of knowledge, which the 
privileged have deliberately suppressed. The goal of 
postmodernism is, by the use of cynicism, to expose 
the hidden realities of prejudice and power in the 
world.

Nothing New
A survey of the past helps us to understand the present.

The Sophists
Far from being a new idea, postmodernism has a 
history. In ancient Greece (5th century BC) there 
arose the Sophists, who rejected truth and embraced 
relativity. As a consequence they regarded morality, 
tradition and convention as arbitrary (and therefore 
suspect). They promoted the idea that there are no 
timeless universals, with the goal of liberating the 
individual from the bondage of society. Hence we have 
the word ‘sophistry’, which means to deceive by the use 
of clever but false arguments. It all ends in disillusion.

The Cynics
What the Sophists began, the Cynics followed to its logical 
conclusion. While the Sophists dealt in philosophy, the 
Cynics practised. In other words, the sophistry of the 
academy bore fruit in the cynicism of the following 
generation. There was no religion, morality, tradition, 
custom or practice which was to be honoured or 
approved. This was a time of revolt and of tearing down. 
The Sophists undermined the foundation, the Cynics set 
about demolition. Everything was considered a sham.

The word ‘Cynic’ means ‘doglike’, and perhaps there 
are similarities between cynics and dogs. To wreck and 
destroy is the motto, philosophy and work of the cynic. 
Institutions (political, charitable, philanthropic), 
family, culture, patriotism, property and especially 
religion, were all to be undermined, refashioned and 
ultimately destroyed. Duties and responsibilities were 
likewise cast aside in favour of ‘preferences’. The 
outworking of this attitude is ‘antinomianism’, which 
means to be without authority and accountability. 
Today, reasoned criticism and argument are regarded 
as a ‘symbol of oppression’, and therefore to be refused 
– or more often to be abused, screamed at and if 
possible ‘cancelled’. Our culture is effectively ‘cynical’.

Ultimate Origin
While the names are new, the attitude is not. It goes 
back to man’s Fall. Satan sowed the seed of suspicion, 
to doubt the authority, goodness and purpose of God, 
to doubt Who is in control. It is Satan’s master stroke to 
get Christians to become suspicious and cynical to the 
point that we lose sight of what is really happening in 
the world. The other master stroke of Satan is to shift 
authority from God to self. Satan brought Eve to the 

DOCTRINE

A CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO IN TODAY’S 
CULTURE
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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as an Egyptian. We may commit ‘treason’ against Egypt, 
but we may never be disloyal to God. We must refuse 
to embrace, adopt or even think like Egyptians. We 
are classically ‘other-worldly’. Whatever ideologies are 
rampant, we refuse to adopt them.

Choice
Moses’ choice was comprehensive. He chose to associate 
with the people of God, indicating that they were distinct 
in every way. Further, he chose those who were despised, 
afflicted, persecuted and hated. He did not choose to 
stand with them when they were popular, but unpopular. 
He chose to suffer with them, not merely to sympathise 
with them. He put himself in their place. Yet there was 
more to his choice: he chose against worldly pleasure.

Esteem
The final plank in Moses’ manifesto was to esteem 
certain things. First, he esteemed “the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt”. Here 
is a stark contrast between pleasure and reproach; 
between Egypt and Christ. Moses chose Christ and 
reproach against the rest. That is where we are to 
stand in this world. Second, Moses had respect “unto 
the recompence of the reward”; he looked to the “well 
done” of Christ rather than the praise of the world. Our 
common fault is short-sightedness. Eternity is far out 
of our sight, but for Moses it was an everyday reality 
influencing his decisions, deeds and doctrines.

What Now?
The idols of our age are four: life, security, health and 
leisure. All are ‘Egyptian’ in essence. Over the past two 
years, divine providence has taken them away, yet 
how many still cling to them! Christ calls us to lose our 
life for his sake and the gospel’s (Mark 8:35), but we 
want life, whatever the cost. Until we are persuaded 
to forsake the world, then judgement upon the Church 
must continue. Security is another pet idol. We look 
to the State to provide it, and we rely so much upon 
material help to ensure it that we have effectively 
ceased to depend upon the Lord.

Then there is health. The NHS has become our 
‘saviour’, a god to be honoured and applauded and who 
will care for us. The pandemic has taken that very care 
away from many. They are suffering from conditions 
which ordinarily would have been dealt with, but 
in many places the beds are full and the nurses are 
stretched to the limit because of Covid, and there is no 
room for the rest. Finally there is leisure. A god much 
worshipped, yet here too God has taken much of it 
away, and yet we still hanker after it.

In such a time Moses’ witness must be ours!

position where she would be the point of reference; the 
judge, arbiter and sole authority as to what was good 
and best for herself.

Astonishingly that is precisely where we are at in 
our culture. Authority is now treated with suspicion. 
No one and nothing is to be believed. Experts are all 
a sham. There is no single ‘truth’ about anything. We 
can now, thanks to the Internet, select our own ‘truth’ 
about anything. The present providence of Covid has 
revealed the prevalence of ‘cynicism’ – the fruit of the 
‘sophistry’ that has worked its way like poison across 
the entire spectrum of life. What then is the answer?

A Place to Stand
In light of what is happening in the world around us, 
we need a place to stand. Moses gives us just that.

Faith
The grace of faith is at the heart of the Christian life. We 
are justified by faith alone in the crucified, risen and 
ascended Redeemer. We believe the Scriptures. As the 
Westminster Confession of Faith states: “By this faith, a 
Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed 
in the word” (14.2). Another way of putting it is that 
we believe in God’s rule and God’s plan.

This justifying faith has consequences. One is the 
knowledge that there are truth and lies. Incredibly, 
many seem more eager and willing to believe a 
conspiracy theory than to accept truth itself. We are 
called to be wise, but not with an atheistic wisdom that 
speaks and thinks as if God is absent. We must begin in 
our thinking with the foundational truth that God is in 
control, and that nothing, whether virus or vaccines, 
is the result of a global conspiracy that is somehow 
uncontrollable and unaccountable. The Biblical view 
is that God is sovereign. What He has planned shall 
come to pass, even if it is by means of conspiracies on 
occasion. Are we to live in fear, being entirely suspicious 
and cynical as though truth has ceased to exist? No! 
Walking by faith means that, while we seek to obey 
his law, God shapes and controls all things, even to the 
very thoughts and intents of man’s heart. If God does 
not do this, then we cannot trust his promise that “all 
things work together for good” to his own (Rom. 8:28).

Refusal
Moses refused to become the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 
In other words, he was no longer an Egyptian in thought, 
word and deed. He refused the honours, rank, pleasure, 
rewards and gifts of Egypt. He refused to be seen as 
‘one of them’. As God said to Eli, “them that honour me 
I will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30). In other words, the refusal 
must be ours; no longer thinking, acting and pursuing 
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In the late 1880s C.H. Spurgeon exposed the 
insincerity of ministers in the Baptist Union who did 
not hold sincerely the old evangelical doctrines of 

Dordt or Westminster. Unorthodoxy had crept in, and 
progressively they modernised the doctrines of the Bible, 
using the same old words but with different meanings. 
What was more insidious was the way they could preach 
but not mention certain distinctive doctrines at all, “losing 
orthodoxy by omission”, as Spurgeon put it. Because the 
Union would not apply discipline to those who flaunted 
their departure from the old paths, Spurgeon felt 
compelled in conscience to separate. He also encouraged 
the waverers not to countenance compromise with those 
who wanted union with such ‘brethren’ at any price! 
Which doctrines are generally omitted or modified?

1. The doctrine of the Father. If He is mentioned, it is 
usually in a universally paternal sense, that we are all 
God’s children and therefore He would not punish any 
of us. Spurgeon denounced the universal fatherhood 
of God as a lie. The omission or altered meaning of 
God’s Fatherhood removes all sense of majesty and 
authority, and also ignores the necessity of Adoption 
in order to become children of God. God the Father is 
made in man’s image. 

2. The doctrine of the Son as Saviour. If this is 
omitted, it means that sin is not the hateful thing that 
God sees it is, and that it does not need a substitutionary 
atonement by the Son in order to pardon it. If the 
doctrine is ‘modified’, the Son does not save in a saving 
sense, because the way of presenting the ‘gospel’ is that 
He can only respond to your work. The gospel becomes 
centred on the sinner, on what he must do, and not on 
what Christ must do. The Son is given second place and 
can only save you if you let Him!

3. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit. If He is mentioned 
at all (which is rare nowadays) it is again as a result of 
what you must do first. For example, the Arminian says, 
“Believe and you will be born again” – which reverses 
the Biblical order. However, in the modern presentation 
of the Gospel the Holy Spirit is not mentioned, which 
implies that you have no need of Him in order to come 
to Christ! He becomes a kind of reward for ‘accepting 
Christ’. There is great subtlety in the way that the 
Trinity (another doctrine rarely taught) is humanised 
and portrayed as less than omnipotent. The Covenant 

of Grace is another term rarely mentioned, and if it 
is, it becomes simply a way whereby the sinner may 
possibly be saved, whereas orthodoxy proclaims a 
covenant which effectively confers grace on a people 
‘chosen in Christ’ from eternity.

4. The doctrine of total depravity. An optimistic view 
of human nature is presented which flatters all the 
hearers, and the need for daily repentance is hidden 
behind a religious humanism – the idea that people are 
not as bad as the Bible portrays them. Alas, we are worse 
than we think, and only the Spirit of God can convince 
us of our sin (John 16:7,8); we are certainly not going 
to convict ourselves. Without an emphasis on human 
depravity, ‘salvation’ becomes easy believism; there’s no 
urgency, and, of course, “It’s all up to you!” It seems that 
if you agree with the church, popularity is guaranteed, 
and a cosy feeling is encouraged from the pulpit. But if 
man is not ruined by sin there is no reason for hell and 
endless punishment. Mercy is no longer a valid concept; 
it has been outdated by man’s moral progress!

Faithful to the Truth
There was a lack of commitment to the Truth, among 
ministers and people, which Spurgeon highlighted 
and unmasked. His popularity (with the people who 
wanted the decline to be hidden) then plummeted 
and he lost support from a large number of former 
admirers. As long as Spurgeon said nothing, they would 
continue to support him; this was the implication in 
the letters which came to him during the controversy. 
(We suppose Jeremiah was offered the same deal.)

In April 1887, Spurgeon wrote in his magazine, 
The Sword and the Trowel: “It is exceedingly difficult 
in these times to preserve one’s fidelity before God and 
one’s fraternity among men. Should not the former be 
preferred to the latter if both cannot be maintained? 
We think so.” In August 1887 he wrote: “Christian 
love has its claims, and divisions are to be shunned as 
grievous evils; but how far are we justified in being in 
confederacy with those who are departing from the 
truth?” In November 1887 he wrote: “To pursue union 
at the expense of truth is treason to the Lord Jesus.”

Spurgeon refused the temptation to start a new 
denomination, because they tended to be infiltrated 
and corrupted. However, he was no isolationist, and 
welcomed fellowship with those journeying with him 
on the ‘old paths’.

DOCTRINE

THE MODERN DOWNGRADE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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This warning appears three times in the New 
Testament. To be deceived by others is hurtful: 
to find out that what they say or what they are 

is not genuine, not the truth. But to be deceived by 
Satan is deadly, and there are many who are deceived 
all their lives; they have a peace which is based on 
taking in falsehood. The devil’s deceptions are in three 
spheres: they are either about God, about sin, or about 
ourselves. Satan has deceptions to fit every type of 
character on earth. He knows them all and he knows us 
too! He does not often appear like Apollyon in Pilgrim’s 
Progress, violent and frightful as “a roaring lion” (1 Pet. 
5:8), but usually as a friendly “angel of light” (2 Cor. 
11:14), someone who appears harmless and helpful. 
One thing is certain, he will come to us when we are 
least expecting him and least prepared to meet him.

Deceived into Presumption
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Be not deceived” (1 Cor. 6:9). 
Satan tempts the sinner to either legalism (salvation 
by works) or presumption (salvation without 
accompanying sanctification). He tempted the 
congregation at Corinth with the latter. Satan has used 
this deception often, from the Garden of Eden onwards. 
He says: “It doesn’t matter what you do, you shall not 
surely die (Gen. 3:4), all will be well in the end.” People 
still say, “God is too good to send people to hell”, yet 
it is not people He sends to hell so much as sinners, 
unrepentant sinners. His righteousness and holiness 
demand it, His law demands it. Only repentance and a 
free pardon can deliver us.

Paul had given the Corinthians the Truth about God 
and about themselves. The Holy Spirit had worked in 
their souls to give them a saving knowledge of Christ, 
and they became undeceived. “And such were some of 
you”, Paul adds (1 Cor. 6:11). The Corinthians formerly 
had ‘religion’ but now they had Christ. This is the great 
change that must happen to a sinner in order to go 
to heaven. It had happened to Paul, and there are no 
exceptions. Heaven is full of sinners, but undeceived 
sinners; the Truth has set them free to go there (John 
8:32,36). It is a great deception of Satan and his false 
teachers (yes, Satan has his own ministry for his own 
flock), to proclaim that sinners need no preparation 
of grace in order to enter glory; the truth is otherwise 
(Ps. 84:11; Eph. 2:8).

Deceived that Nothing lies beyond Death
“What advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us 
eat and drink; for to morrow we die. Be not deceived” 
(1 Cor. 15:32,33). Satan always attempts to get people 
to despair, and the foundation of despair is unbelief. 
Even a polite scepticism can do that work. Not to be 
sure about something is not to believe it. The result is 
“enjoy the world while you can”, and, “get it while it’s 
there.” Activity is the way people cover their despair 
and mask their inner forebodings. It is a life without 
hope, without responsibility to God. For such there is 
no God, no standards, no accountability, so, “Let us eat, 
drink and be merry before we die!”

This is all a great deception. Satan would have us 
all live in a fantasy world, and many people do. They 
cannot ‘see’ reality as they have no faith to grasp it. 
The media feeds their craving for escapism. “Keep the 
mind on this world” is Satan’s motto. But he knows 
where he is going himself, and he is bent on taking as 
many to that place as possible. It is only God’s elect 
who become undeceived, especially when false hopes 
abound (Matt. 24:24).

Deceived that their Past Life will not Catch Up with 
them for Judgement
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Gal. 6:7) Sin 
forgotten is not sin forgiven. Sin covered by man shall 
be uncovered by God on the Day of Judgement. This 
time is the sowing time, the harvest is in the future, 
in eternity. This future is inescapable. All depends on 
what happens to us in time. But has God not planned 
every person’s life? Yes, but this does not diminish our 
responsibility for our choices; every life is made up of 
choices, and corrupt choices have consequences (v.8). 
We may deceive ourselves, we may deceive others, but 
we cannot deceive God. He knows what we are sowing, 
and knows the end from the beginning (Acts 15:18). 

Remember therefore that your time affects your 
eternity. The devil would attempt to deceive you on 
this point, and also with the idea that there is nothing 
in eternity to fear, and consequently influences you to 
make the most of this life. He is careful to avoid words 
like ‘repentance’ and ‘grace’ that stress the need for 
Divine, supernatural intervention in your life.

But there is (literally) still ‘time’, and it’s how you 
finish that matters. We all start out with the wrong 

BE NOT DECEIVED
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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AGAINST SELF-CONFIDENCE
CHARLES SIMEON

(Charles Simeon [1759-1836] was an evangelical 
Anglican who ministered in Cambridge for fifty-four 
years. This piece is taken from the 1855 edition of his 
sermon outlines which were published under the title 
‘Horae Homileticae’. It has been lightly edited.)

“Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as 
he that putteth it off” (1 Kings 20:11)

However blinded men are in reference to 
their own sins, they can easily discern sin in 
others, and declare sagaciously enough what 

true wisdom requires. We should certainly not have 
expected Ahab, of all men, to become a monitor: the 
dictates of wisdom seem but ill suited to his lips. But 
the counsel, which he here gave to the king of Syria, 
was excellent, and is deserving of all the attention that 
can be paid to it.

1. Its Wisdom
This advice may be considered:
(i) As a general rule.
The history of all mankind attests the propriety of this 
advice. In every age there will be found unnumbered 
instances to prove that “the race is not to the swift, nor 
the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, 
nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour 
to men of skill” (Ecc. 9:11). The event of Benhadad’s 
boasting, as recorded in this chapter, is a remarkable 
illustration of this truth. So numerous were his forces, 
that he declared the very dust of Samaria would not 
suffice for each man to take an handful: yet were 
they all put to flight by a very small force; and not 
by experienced warriors, but by the young men 
(vv.13-21). Whether in public or in private life, undue 

confidence will be sure to entail on us the most bitter 
disappointments.

(ii) As a religious truth.
For man to boast of any thing that he will do, argues an 
utter forgetfulness of: what human nature is – imbecility 
itself (2 Cor. 3:5); what God is – the sole Governor of 
the universe, who “worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will” (Eph. 1:11); what he himself is – for 
who has not, from bitter experience, learned, that “he 
that trusteth in his own heart is a fool” (Prov. 28:26)? 
Indeed, an overweening conceit of our own powers is 
the most ready way to arm God himself against us, and 
to ensure the defeat of our own purposes (Isa. 10:13-
19). With God on his side, a stripling, with his sling and 
stone, may overcome a vaunting Goliath (1 Sam. 17:44-
47): but, without God’s assistance, the strongest man 
on earth can effect nothing (John 15:5; Jer. 10:23).

2. Its Importance
This advice is of special importance:
(i) To those who are just entering on their spiritual 
course.
Persons in this situation are often ready to imagine, 
that their warfare is almost accomplished, when it is, 
in fact, scarcely yet begun. But, if God, as in the case 
of Israel coming out of Egypt (Exod. 13:17), keeps 
off those trials which you are not yet prepared to 
encounter, do not think that you have no warfare to 
maintain. The way to heaven will not prove so easy as 
you imagine. If you become “a soldier of Jesus Christ”, 
you must prepare for war, and be ready to “fight the 
good fight of faith”. Sooner or later, you shall have 
occasion for all the armour that he has provided for 
you (Eph. 6:10-18).

choice, and any choice which excludes Christ is wrong. 
You must pray for the grace to make the right choice, 
because choosing Christ for life eternal is an ‘enabled 
choice’ (contrary to what Pelagius and Arminius falsely 
taught). God says, “Be not deceived.” Christ is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Without faith in Him you shall 

not be able to overcome “the wiles of the devil.” (Eph. 
6:11)

The eyes of the blind must be opened here, or they 
shall open in a dreadful place (Luke 16:23). Christ is 
glorified in giving sight, because only He can open the 
eyes of the blind (Luke 4:18).



Free Church Witness 11

BEWARE!
ROBERT MACDONALD

(Robert MacDonald [1813-93] was latterly minister of 
North Leith Free Church, Edinburgh. This piece is taken 
from his work ‘From Day to Day’, published in 1879.)

It is somewhat remarkable that in one brief verse 
we have no less than three emphatic cautions: 
“Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of 

the concision.” (Phil. 3:2)

Animal Symbols
The first of these cautions, “Beware of dogs”, reminds 
us of another somewhat remarkable thing – namely, 
the frequency with which in Scripture the good, and 
especially the evil qualities of men are set forth under 
animal symbols, as in passages like these: “Go ye, and 
tell that fox [Herod], Behold, I cast out devils, and I do 
cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall 
be perfected.” (Luke 13:32) Again: “For I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter 
in among you, not sparing the flock.” (Acts 20:29) 
And once more: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

False Teachers
The “dogs” warned against were false teachers, evil 
workers; the concision, those who, by preaching 

Christianity and Judaism, as alike essential, corrupted 
the gospel, and thereby imperilled the highest interests 
of men. Such teachers are more to be dreaded than open 
persecutors. The latter may wound and kill the body, 
but the former do fatal injury to the soul, by poisoning 
the very food designed for its spiritual nourishment. 
As truth, and especially truth as it is in Jesus, is the 
Spirit’s special instrument in saving and sanctifying 
men, so deadly error is the chosen instrument of Satan 
in corrupting and destroying them.

Pretended Piety
Doubtless the language is strong: “Beware of dogs; 
beware of evil workers”. Nevertheless it is not too strong 
when used against those who, by artful wiles and a 
perverted gospel, would draw away the flock from the 
faith and the fellowship of God’s redeemed. “It is a right 
thing”, says an old divine, “to take off the vizard [mask] 
of seeming virtue under which the spreaders of error do 
usually lurk. Pretended piety is but the sheep’s clothing, 
and it is never a wrong thing to take it off, if need be even 
with a rough hand, and let the wolf be seen.” Few are 
more dangerous than good men holding false doctrine.

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ.” (Col. 2:8)

(ii) To those who are going on victorious.
Satan’s devices are more than can be numbered. He 
may, and no doubt often does, recede for a time, that 
he may renew his assaults to greater advantage. See 
the stratagem of Joshua against the men of Ai (Josh. 
8:1-29), and you will have a just picture of the wiles 
by which Satan, that subtle serpent, is labouring to 
destroy you (2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Pet. 5:8). Your only safety is 
in watchfulness and prayer (Mark 14:38).

(iii) To those who are most advanced in the divine life.
To you, no less than to others, is this counsel of great 
value. Did Lot, after withstanding the temptations 
of Sodom, fall in the cave? Did David, after all his 
high attainments, fall, and Solomon, after the Lord 

“had appeared unto him twice” (1 Kings 11:9)? Did 
Peter violate all his resolutions, and Demas, after his 
long course of steadfastness, relinquish at last all his 
professions? Who, then, are you, that you shall be 
secure? “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12); let him “be not high-minded, 
but fear” (Rom. 11:20), for “happy is the man that 
feareth alway” (Prov. 28:14). If Paul needed to keep his 
body under, lest, after preaching to others, he himself 
should become a castaway (1 Cor. 9:27), there is no 
creature under heaven to whom the counsel in my 
text is not altogether suitable and necessary. To all, 
then, I say, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not those 
things that we have wrought, but that we receive a full 
reward.” (2 John 8)

PRACTICAL RELIGION / BEWARE!
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It is wrong to assume that only young people are 
distracted by technology in the Christian life. And 
it is wrong to see technology as confined to social 

media platforms – Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and 
Snapchat (and their chat rooms). Adults, too, may be 
distracted, by television, telephone, radio, Zoom or CDs.

Distracted from Church
There seems to be widespread acceptance that 
technology is indispensable to worship, with little 
serious debate on its pitfalls. Firstly, we have allowed 
technology to change how we spend the Sabbath. Are 
services listened to on the radio, YouTube or television 
on the Lord’s Day acceptable, when we have already 
attended worship that day? How can such action be 
described as a ‘necessity’ or a ‘mercy’ (e.g. Luke 6:9)? A 
boast of listening to ten services on a Lord’s Day smacks 
of pride and says nothing about what was learned – and, 
of course, were eight of these services really necessary? 
Secondly, technology is used to select different preachers, 
regardless of their principles. Church ‘itinerancy’ is 
gross unfaithfulness; it betrays casualness and a vague 
commitment that often spreads into other areas of life. 
Some will judge the Zoom audio-visual quality more 
important than sound preaching (2 Tim. 4:3). Thirdly, 
church services provided through technology do not 
necessarily constitute public worship. Zoom worship is 
often preferred to actual attendance. For the ill and truly 
housebound, absence from church is excusable, but will 
the Lord excuse the use of technology if friends can be 
visited, shops frequented and restaurants patronised 
during the week, but come the Sabbath, God’s house is 
“waste” (Hag. 1:9)? Livestreaming services is essentially 
private worship – and far from “the assembling of 
ourselves together” (Heb. 10:25) – and is having a 
devastating impact on the small, local church.

Distracted from Devotion
Bible and metrical psalms apps (applications) for 
phones and tablets are helpful. However, our minds 
interact differently with a book than with a device; 
the concentration and formality also differ, and the 
absorption and the practice will vary too. Is there 
not a tendency to use our time on the bus or train 
as the devotional time, allowing for longer sleep? 
While reading a physical bible would witness to all, 
technology can hide other distractions of bad habits 
and unbiblical busyness. We cannot study properly on 
electronic devices. Let us not ease our consciences by, 

for example, assuming that listening to sermons while 
working will suffice for dedicated listening.

Distracted to the Sins of Self
A recent Californian study found that because 
of technology immersion many students have a 
concentration span of only three-minutes. Students 
who checked their social media status every fifteen 
minutes were graded as “poor students”. Is this a 
matter of health rather than spirituality? The two 
are linked. Sadly, more connectivity brings more 
isolation, and more virtual contact fewer real friends. 
Introversion, self-image and withdrawal ensue. When 
you post, the instinct is to check for peer approval, and 
the result may lead to pride or disappointment. But 
our boasting is to be Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:3), the One 
who is “altogether lovely” (Song of Sol. 5:16).

The solitary person finds a friend in the friend of 
sinners (Matt. 11:19; Prov. 18:24). The crucial question 
for us is, What does Christ think of us? Many people 
post information better kept private, and others 
degenerate into rude and abusive behaviour; emails 
and texts lend themselves to this. Is it wise, when we 
are absent from God’s house, that the following day 
friends can see that Facebook was used by us, when 
profitably we could have been in prayer and reading 
and seeking the Master’s touch?

Distracted by the Sins of Others
The latest technology is seen as ‘trendy’, but dangers 
lurk. The latest phone becomes a status symbol, and the 
ego is boosted by admiring friends. This is partly what 
makes technology so addictive. Addiction is a sin, and 
covetousness breaks the tenth commandment. The law 
is to point us to Christ (Gal. 3:24), where all our adorative 
affections should be focused (Col. 3:1,2). When we 
spread untrue or misleading information, it is called 
lies; when we spread true or unchecked information 
with malice, it is called gossip (Prov. 16:28; 1 Tim. 
5:13). How easily text, email and especially the simple 
telephone can aid in this! When Christ is precious to us, 
we speak of Him and have fellowship with Him (1 John 
1:3). This is the Christian’s pursuit, and he will not have 
time for chat rooms with the worldly but will delight in 
fellowship with the godly (1 Cor. 10:20; Phil. 1:5).

That which brings us closer to our blessed Lord 
is good; that which creates a distance is an idol to 
be removed. Should we not be “Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:16)?

YOUTH FOCUS

DISTRACTIONS OF TECHNOLOGY
REV. RAYMOND A. KEMP
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Fiftieth Anniversary of Rev. Robert Josey 
(Rev. Thomas Buchanan)

On 23 September 2021, Rev. Robert W. Josey 
celebrated his fiftieth anniversary in the 
Christian ministry. Mr Josey was born on 11 May 

1931, at Great Limber, near Caister in Lincolnshire. 
His mother was a Dolina Macleod of Lewis extraction 
and he attended schools in Lewis and London. After 
leaving school he held a variety of administrative posts, 
mainly in industry, before commencing preparation 
for the ministry in 1964. Following studies in Skerry’s 
College, Glasgow University and the Free Church 
College, he was licensed by the Presbytery of Glasgow 
on 25 June 1970 and ordained and inducted by the 
Presbytery of Dingwall & Chanonry to the charge of 
Resolis, Ross-shire on 23 September 1971. He retired 
on health grounds on 31 May 1991 and since then has 
been resident in Munlochy, Ross-shire.

A report of Mr Josey’s ordination and induction 
appeared in the December 1971 Monthly Record, and 
includes the following: “The congregation of Resolis 
was without a settled pastor since the Rev. Murdoch 
Campbell retired at the end of 1968. This state of affairs 
was happily ended by the ordination and induction of the 
Rev. Robert Josey which took place on 23rd September....
There was a large attendance of the congregation and 
other friends. Rev. H. M. Cartwright, Ferintosh, presided 
and preached from the text, ‘For I determined not to 
know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified.’ (1 Cor. 2:2)”

Since his retirement Mr Josey has supplied 
many congregations. As a denomination we can be 
thankful for his diligence and faithfulness in serving 
his Lord. All who have been privileged to sit under 
Mr Josey’s ministry can vouch for his ability in the 
English language and wide-ranging vocabulary; a 
true wordsmith in ministering the word of God. In a 

CHURCH NEWS
recent visit with Mr Josey his eagerness and desire to 
continue preaching in this his ninetieth year could not 
be concealed. Such enthusiasm for ministering should 
encourage ministers of the gospel in every place and 
every stage of their ministry to persevere in the good 
fight, labouring in that labour of love.

Due to Covid, a public presentation at a meeting of 
the Northern Presbytery on 21 December 2021 could 
not proceed as planned. It was agreed that, Mr Josey 
being both a member of the Northern Presbytery 
and a member in the Beauly Congregation (Inverness 
Presbytery), there would be a joint visitation to the 
home of Mr Josey on 22 December. The Moderator 
of the Northern Presbytery, Rev. Thomas Buchanan, 
and the Minister of the Beauly Congregation, Rev. 
Harry Woods, respectively presented Mr Josey with 
tokens of appreciation from the Presbytery and the 
Congregation.

We give thanks to God for the fifty years in the 
Christian ministry that Mr Josey has been offering to 
the Lord as his good and reasonable service. In our 
remembrance of this service we are prompted to mind 
the need of our own day – that of ministers of the gospel. 
May the Lord in His mercy grant that our denomination 
would not only know more semi-centennial ministries 
in the years ahead but that through such the Church 
would continue to be richly blessed. “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest.” (Matt. 9:38)

Quote

“See what a blessed work the work of the Ministry 
is! The preaching of the Word is nothing but 
shewing mercy to souls. This is a mighty and 

glorious engine in the hand of the Lord of Hosts for the 
beating down of the Devil’s strongholds.”
Thomas Watson

Rev. Robert Josey and Rev. Thomas Buchanan

Rev. Robert Josey and Rev. Harry Woods
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AROUND THE CHURCH

BRACADALE AND DUIRINISH
REV. CALUM SMITH

The beloved Parish of Bracadale and Duirinish 
extends from Portnalong on the Minginish 
peninsula up to Trumpan on the Waternish 

peninsula, a distance of just over thirty-two miles, and 
runs along the north-west coastline of Skye. With its 
beautiful rugged coastline, it attracts many visitors 
every year, some of whom have attended our services 
in Bracadale, Carbost and Waternish and with whom 
we have remained in contact. Skye has a history of 
religious revivals particularly relevant to ourselves, 
which took place just prior to the Disruption in 1843 
and included the Parish of Bracadale.

Linked Charge
The Congregation of Bracadale includes Carbost, 
which is just eight miles from the church building in 
Struan, whilst the linked Waternish Congregation are 
twenty miles away. This means that three services 
are conducted on a Sabbath and two Prayer Meetings 
throughout the week. Although the Congregations of 
Bracadale and Duirinish are currently linked, both 
Kirk Sessions and the Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron 
have approved them being united in one Congregation. 
A Petition on this basis will go forward to the General 
Assembly in 2022 (D.V.).

Encouragements and Discouragements
In common with other Congregations the majority 
of our people are elderly. However, the challenges of 
the times have been well met by the Congregations of 
Bracadale and Duirinish. Recently they made the final 
payment on the manse mortgage. This was achieved 
in just over five years on what was supposed to 
have been a fifteen year mortgage. Grant payments 

from the Central Building Fund helped to reduce the 
outstanding balance, for which the Kirk Sessions, 
Deacons’ Courts and Congregations are most thankful. 
This has significantly eased the financial burden on the 
Congregations.

The great aim of the Kirk Sessions is always 
to uphold the preaching of the Gospel within the 
Congregations. To maintain purity of worship at all 
costs and to pass down to others what was passed 
down to them. There are presently two elders in 
Bracadale who are also assessor elders in Waternish, 
along with the Minister of the Congregations. There 
have been some encouragements, with four additions 
to the Congregations in the last year, two in each 
Congregation. However, in the same period there 
have been several deaths also, which makes the total 
number in the Congregations presently twenty-two.

The Future
There does tend to be a widespread acceptance of 
evolutionary theories and atheism throughout the 
communities of Skye nowadays. This became more 
evident through a recent outreach endeavour. It has 
tended to change the whole culture of Skye, with 
different attitudes to the Bible, church attendance and 
the Lord’s Day. However, outreach remains very high 
on our agenda and particularly, at least initially, to 
encourage people to turn their attention to the Biblical 
account of creation rather than the opinions of men.

In one sense the future does not look all that 
promising but the Congregations remain optimistic. 
We pray that the Lord will intervene in a way in which 
He will be glorified and sinners brought to see their 
great need of salvation through the provision of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mr Donald John Macdonald, Elder

Mr Alister Macdonald, Elder



Free Church Witness 15

MISSIONS

SRI LANKA UPDATE
REV. JAMES MACINNES

When the Reformed Protestant Mission 
began in June 2012, Rev. Shanmugam N.V. 
Partheepan (Rev. Parthee) recommended 

Vavuniya, a sizeable central town in the Northern 
Province of Sri Lanka. The priority has been to proclaim 
the gospel of Christ in a nation more familiar with 
false religion, ethnic tension and civil war. Initially 
the congregation comprised only Rev. Parthee and his 
wife Dino, with worship conducted in their home. Rev. 
Parthee would prepare and preach as though there was 
an actual congregation present. By God’s grace contacts 
were made and after a few months a small group was 
meeting in the pastor’s home each Lord’s Day.

Churches and Pre-school
In ten years the work has developed significantly. Worship 
is now conducted morning and evening in two purpose-
built churches, one constructed in Vavuniya (2019) and 
the other in Mullaitheevu (2017) on the northeast coast. 
An evangelist, Piratheepan, is based in Mullaitheevu, 
and as reported previously, a home (completed in early 
2021) was constructed for him on ground purchased 
by the Mission. The church properties have given the 
Mission greater visibility in the community and have 
been of great practical use to the growing congregations.

Those joining the congregations generally come from a 
Hindu background, though some have first been involved 
with small Pentecostal fellowships, of which there are 
many. Others have a Roman Catholic background. Most 
of the increase has come through personal contacts. 
From the outset Ceylon Christian Care (CCC), based in 
The Netherlands, has generously supported diaconal 
work, including the provision of a pre-school facility in a 
village outside Vavuniya. A similar work – Knox Christian 
Pre-school – is provided in Mullaitheevu, through private 
sponsorship. While greatly appreciative of the assistance 
of CCC, the Deacons’ Court were disappointed that this 
support was withdrawn at the end of 2021.

Manse in Vavuniya
Prior to this development the Deacons’ Court had 
agreed to proceed with building a home for the minister 
in Vavuniya. Since the Mission began property has been 
rented in an adjacent community, but following an 
increase in cost last year it was resolved that a better 
use of resources would be to invest in a new house on 
ground next to the church building. A generous donor 
has provided the bulk of funds necessary to proceed 
and the largest part of the external structure is now 

complete. As resources become available utilities and 
internal fixtures will be added.

Unless the Lord opens opportunities in other areas 
of Sri Lanka, the Deacons’ Court do not anticipate 
that the Mission will require any further capital 
expenditure. Presently the work in Vavuniya and 
Mullaitheevu stretches the existing human resources 
and prayer is necessary that the Lord would raise up 
labourers to join Rev. Parthee. In addition to those who 
would be able to go out with the gospel, there is a great 
need for a suitable person with administrative skills 
to relieve the minister of an aspect of the work that 
drains both his joy and energy.  

Encouragements during Covid
Covid restrictions have made it difficult for the 
congregations to gather for worship. It has been 
possible to broadcast preaching over the internet 
however, and it is encouraging to discover that others 
were listening in beyond the congregations. One family, 
with four young children, has since begun attending in 
Mullaitheevu; the youngest son is named Spurgeon, 
after the famous Baptist preacher. The congregations 
are very aware of the generous provision made for 
them through crippling Covid lockdowns and express 
their thankfulness to the Lord for the kindness of many 
who have provided financial help.

After several postponements due to lockdowns, 
the believers in Vavuniya were very thankful, on the 
final Lord’s Day of the year, to sit together at the Lord’s 
table. It was a very suitable way to conclude what had 
been a difficult year, looking back to remember all that 
has been provided in and through the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and yet also looking forward, not only to 
a new year but to the fulfilment of our ultimate hope: 
the return of the Lord in glory.

Publications in Tamil
A further encouragement has been that the Tamil 
translation of Developing Healthy Spiritual Growth 
by Dr Joel Beeke has finally been published. Thanks 
to a generous sponsor copies are now available for 
distribution and have been warmly welcomed by the 
congregation. It is hoped to bring out a second book 
recently translated into Tamil – Dr Ryan McGraw’s The 
Day of Worship. To have such resources is a massive 
step forward: there are 5 million Tamils in Sri Lanka 
and nearly 70 million in India. Please pray for Rev. 
Parthee and the Reformed Protestant Mission.
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING CENSUS

An intrusive and unwarranted survey

In January the Christian Institute raised concerns 
about the ‘Health and Wellbeing Census’, a survey 
designed by the Scottish Government for use with 

P5 (8-10 years) to S6 (16-18 years) children during 
the current academic year. The census itself is not 
available on the government website, but a ‘frequently 
asked questions’ (FAQs) document states that its 
purpose is to ensure that local authorities and their 
partners are able to plan effectively for children’s 
services. Schools will arrange for children to take part 
in the survey by completing an online questionnaire 
during class time.

The FAQs document and other sources indicate that 
the survey will ask children about such things as their 
“self-perception (body image)” and their relationships 
with family and parents. S2 (12-14 years) pupils 
upwards will be asked about their use of alcohol and 
tobacco and S4 (14-16) pupils upwards about their 
use of drugs. What has caused the most concern 
however is that S4 pupils upwards are asked about 
their “relationships and sexual health”. There are nine 
questions on this topic (more than on any other topic), 
beginning with “How much, if any, sexual experience 
have you had?” and becoming more explicit and vulgar. 
Each of these questions has a range of “options to 
answer”, some of which refer to activities illegal for 
those under sixteen, the age of consent in Scotland.

Also of concern is the survey’s confidentiality. 
The FAQs document states, “All information will 
be confidential and secure”, but later on it says: “if 
analysts within your local authority see anything in 
the answers provided by some children and young 
people that raises some concerns, they may need to do 
something to help these individuals.” As all that those 
who complete the survey will have done is tick boxes, 
the basis upon which the ‘analysts’ will determine that 
there is cause for concern is not exactly clear.

The Scottish Government obviously has a very 
different idea of what constitutes the ‘wellbeing’ of 
children to that held by Christians, whose view on this 
subject as on all others of importance is directed by 
Scripture. It is encouraging to learn that at least ten out 
of Scotland’s 32 councils have decided to withdraw, 
amend or review the survey. The Institute is urging 
Christians to “pray for the protection of young minds 
from inappropriate material and that the rights of 
parents would be respected.” Parents can opt out their 
children from the survey and we would strongly urge 
them to do so.

PRAYING FOR REVIVAL?

Is our focus wrong?

In a time of declension we are bound to pray for 
revival. But when we plead, as the prophet did of 
old, “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the 

years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy” (Hab. 3:2), how do we think God 
will answer our request?

We lament our ungodly society, evident in 
widespread and gross sin, hostile attitudes to the 
Word of God and decreasing attendances at public 
worship. Some believe that the blame for the collapse 
in moral standards lies with government; others point 
the finger at parents, schools, social media and so on. 
Christians believe that a revival of religion will put 
things right, but are we in danger of focusing on the 
symptoms rather than the problem?

The problem concerns truth. Truth is “fallen in 
the street” (Isa. 59:14) in the church, and that is 
where it needs to be lifted up again. We need truth 
in the pulpit and the pew, not in our heads only but 
in our hearts. A revival would see Biblical truth rise 
up and speak to our consciences with greater power 
than at present, so that we would tremble at it (Isa. 
66:2). A revival of truth would transform the church 
and nation: we know this because of the great 
historical example – the Protestant Reformation of 
the sixteenth century.

Revival begins at the personal level. Our greatest 
burden should be, not the sinful world around us 
but the sin within us. “Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.” 
(Ps. 119:37) When this happens there will be a 
humbling of our pride, genuine repentance and 
a closer walking with the Lord. We shall be better, 
brighter witnesses. Do we love God’s truth? Not 
nearly as much as we ought to!

Revival then spreads through the church. 
Believers unite in pleading, “Wilt thou not revive 
us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Ps. 
85:6) How does God answer? “Truth shall spring out 
of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven.” (v.11) Christ will cleanse His temple. The 
church will forsake false beliefs and practices, and 
there will be Scriptural doctrine, worship, discipline 
and government.

Revival finally affects the nation. Scotland is not a 
heathen nation. It is a Christian nation with a godly 
heritage, but now severely backslidden and needing to 
return to God in repentance. May the Lord soon “visit 
this vine” (Ps. 80:14)!

COMMENT
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Fighting the Good Fight
Hugh M. Cartwright, Ettrick Press, hbk, 275pp, 
£15.00 plus p&p

Rev. Hugh Cartwright requires no introduction 
and it is good to see a growing number of books 
containing his material. This latest volume 

consists of notes of addresses given at the weekly 
prayer meeting at Gilmore Place Free Presbyterian 
Church, Edinburgh, where he ministered from 1998 
until his death in 2011. 

The volume is divided 
into five sections, each 
containing a series of 
sermons. The first is the 
longest and consists of 
nine addresses on ‘the 
whole armour of God’ 
from Ephesians chapter 6. 
Other topics include the 
beatitudes and union with 
Christ. The final section 
has five addresses on 
various subjects.

Each chapter is quite 
short, averaging eight pages, and can be easily read 
in one sitting. The addresses contain a healthy mix of 
rich theology, helpful experimental notes and warm 
practical application. Some of them are augmented 
by useful anecdotes. Speaking of the struggles of 
the Christian life, Mr Cartwright comments: “The 
righteous scarcely are saved. But at the same time 
there is an abundant entrance into glory. There is 
no doubt, no question, no uncertainty about Christ, 
although as far as believers themselves are concerned, 
they just get there and no more.” Differing from John 
Calvin and William Gurnall, Mr Cartwright believed 
that the breastplate of righteousness refers to the 
righteousness of Christ rather than that righteousness 
which is wrought in the believer.

I found the short series of addresses on our 
‘reasonable service’ based on the opening verses of 
Romans 12 particularly helpful. Distinguishing between 
general morality and biblical holiness, he points out: 
“It’s not mere morality we have here in the Christian’s 
reasonable service, it’s true holiness. The foundation 
of holiness is divine mercy, and its motivating principle 
is an appreciation of the experience of mercy.” “People 
are trying to build a beautiful building, one they call 
morality, but the problem is, it has no foundations.”

A few of the addresses focus on individuals in 
Scripture and Mr Cartwright captures something of 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

A Sheep Remembers
David B. Calhoun, Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 
186pp, £8.50

This is an unusual book based on the 23rd Psalm, 
and, as the title suggests, written from the 
‘sheep’s’ point of view.

The author, David B. Calhoun, who was Professor 
of Church History at Covenant Theological Seminary, 
St. Louis, Missouri, has written a number of books, and 
is probably best known for his excellent two-volume 
history of Princeton Seminary. Calhoun went to be 
with the Lord in 2021 after a decades-long battle with 
recurring cancer, and this book was written near the 
end of his life and brings out many instances where 
it is profitable to remember what it is to be a sheep 
under the care of the ‘good shepherd’.

Each of the ten chapters begins with a version 
of Psalm 23 (beginning with our familiar Scottish 
version of 1650), or a hymn based on that well-known 
and loved part of scripture, and each verse is then 
considered with commentary and writings quoted 
from some actual shepherds, and then some brief 
comments of the author’s own testimony.

There are dozens 
of authors quoted, 
including such diverse 
writers as Luther, 
Bonhoeffer, Spurgeon, 
Bunyan, Keller, Meyer 
and Douglas Macmillan. 
Some memorable quotes 
include: “The will of God 
will never take me where 
the grace of God cannot 
keep me”; and, “God does 
not promise that we will 
face no evil; he promises 
that we need fear no evil”. 

There is also the quote from the Reformer Martin 
Bucer, in regard to “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me”: “people pursue happiness, but happiness 
pursues the saints.”  

It is difficult to categorise this delightfully 
interesting book but it is nevertheless a book that can 
be read with great profit, as the author, very aware of 
coming to the end of his earthly journey, gives many 
insightful fresh thoughts on this familiar psalm.
Rev. Kenneth Macdonald

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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their personality and spirituality. Speaking of Mary of 
Bethany, he comments that “Mary wasn’t a talker, but 
a listener.” On Caleb following the Lord wholly, he says 
of the Lord and His people: “He doesn’t have to chase 
them with dogs – he calls and they follow.”

Ettrick Press have once again produced a very 
attractive volume and it is enhanced by a brief 
biographical introduction. Highly recommended.
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod

Precious Promises
Joseph Alleine, Banner of Truth Trust, bkt, 64pp, 
£1.50

Joseph Alleine was a 
17th century Puritan 
preacher noted for his 

       great   zeal   in   urging  
sinners to come to Christ. 
This short booklet is nicely 
divided into two parts, 
each of which is divided 
into smaller sub-sections. 
In the first sub-section the 
covenant of grace is being 
presented by the preacher 
to all the inhabitants of the 
earth in a free and open 
manner so as to exclude 
none from its everlasting benefits.

The second sub-section deals with the voice of God 
to us through His word, encouraging us in the covenant 
love and faithfulness of God which gives us a profound 
sense of belonging, under various titles such as our 
Father, our Shepherd and our Husband.

Alleine then proceeds to encourage us from the 
attributes of God, as if to say that all that is in God is now 
all for His People – His unchangeableness, power, mercy, 
wisdom, justice, etc. Through the finished work of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ even those attributes 
which once blocked up the way to God have now been 
satisfied so that His people have free access to Him.

In the second part of the book Alleine begins to 
argue himself out of the terrible power of unbelief. 
In doing so there is a build-up of Scripture promises 
which come to a climax in a sense of relief from his 
distress. These promises have the effect of activating 
his faith into believing the God that cannot lie, rather 
than the corruptions of his own heart of unbelief.

It is a good read with many very short sentences 
which give tremendous effect by way of encouragement. 
On the other hand, the Scripture text is from a modern 
version and comes across as very flippant. Sadly this is 

now the case with many modern reprints.
Rev. Calum Smith

The Child’s Story Bible
Catherine F. Vos, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 
832pp, £20.00

This is a timely 
republication of 
the quintessential 

children’s Story Bible 
enjoyed by previous 
generations. This edition 
is conveniently presented 
as a well-bound single 
hardback volume, instead 
of the three-volume 
paperbacks of the previous 
editions. There has been 
sympathetic minor editing 
from the 1960 edition. 
One amendment that is 
perhaps unnecessary is that the account of Jeremiah 
being rescued from the pit no longer refers to Ebed-
melech’s race – even though the Scripture specifies 
that he was an Ethiopian.

Catherine Vos faithfully recounts the Biblical 
historical narrative in straightforward language, with 
appropriate explanation to aid the young reader’s 
understanding. Her warm, descriptive accounts appeal 
to a child’s imagination, making these Bible stories an 
enjoyable read.

This volume is an excellent means of getting children 
well-grounded in the facts of Biblical history. Used on a 
regular basis, it will help build a thorough knowledge 
of the Biblical narrative. The work especially lends 
itself to being read aloud and enjoyed by parents or 
grandparents along with their children. Short chapters 
allow for daily use, and it may be a helpful tool for 
establishing regular children’s devotions.

The second last chapter of the book is entitled 
‘The Last Things’. Instead of the story narrative of the 
preceding chapters, the author uses the teaching found 
in Thessalonians and the Gospels to provide answers to 
questions children might ask relating to death and the 
end of the world. Again, Mrs Vos writes considerately to 
her young readership, simply describing what happens 
to the body and soul at death; Christ’s return to earth; 
the great resurrection day and the final judgement.

The Child’s Story Bible is approximately aimed at 
the eight-to-eleven age group, but could happily be 
used beyond either end of that range.
Mrs Rae MacDonald (Point)



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Dec 2020
£

18,000
28,000
38,043
25,000
11,400

120,443

21,960
15,453

6,230
26,000
69,642

15,130
12,463
16,247

1,443
26,000
33,747
25,000
25,682

8,260
163,972

25,572
24,148
20,229
15,500
30,191
83,439

199,078

23,200
10,512
32,017
32,860
31,907

130,495

990

684,621

59,377
0

743,998

143,269
600,729

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2021

£

0
0

25
0

19,383
19,408

0
6,876

70
0

6,946

5
0
0
0
0
0

15,849
0
0

15,854

0
0
0

3,193
564
170

3,926

9,241
230
790

1,155
899

12,314

0

58,448

500
0

58,949

5,209
53,740

Total to Dec 2021
£

22,200
26,000
35,116
25,017
11,520

119,852

21,148
16,214
8,808

26,000
72,170

9,910
17,000
17,000
2,568

26,294
34,330
25,500
23,233
6,260

162,094

24,278
23,434
19,001
16,000
31,953
95,989

210,655

22,472
7,985

31,278
29,278
32,144

123,156

985

688,913

42,265
0

731,179

141,075
590,104

Dec 2021
£

1,850
2,500
2,000
2,450

960
9,760

2,000
350

0
5,906
8,256

234
6,220
1,100

230
4,180
2,150
1,500
2,400

0
18,014

4,483
1,600

542
25

2,200
7,675

16,525

1,500
500

4,000
3,500
4,600

14,100

0

66,655

7,991
0

74,646

0
74,646

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
February   March     April   
20  Stornoway   13  Cross, Portree    3    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores
27  Harris   20  Glasgow–Knightswood   10  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis
    27  Inverness–Greyfriars,    17  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville
           Mebane, Scalpay Harris   24  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,    
(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)            Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath
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“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might.”

Ephesians 6:10
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