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Current scientific opinion is that the earth is over 
four billion years old. That would make it very 
old indeed! But is this a question that science 

can answer? How can such an opinion be tested? Sadly 
most scientists exclude the one piece of evidence 
that matters: the infallible Word of God. When the 
Bible is interpreted fairly, it teaches that the whole 
universe was created by God just six thousand years 
ago. Because of its sharp contrast with the popular 
assumption, this is termed the ‘young earth’ view.

There is a sense in which the world is old, and in a 
way we can easily appreciate. In the words of Scripture, 
it is in “the bondage of corruption” (Rom. 8:21). Like an 
ageing individual, the earth undergoes constant decay 
and will perish one day; it may well have run most of 
its course by now. When man fell God placed a curse 
upon the creation, making it “subject to vanity”, yet 
the creation is not without hope. In the last book of the 
Bible, Jesus Christ declares, “Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:5). A reason for us to rejoice, especially 
in these difficult times! At the beginning of another 
year, it is encouraging to think about the hope which is 
laid up for the Lord’s people.

Christian Hope
To hope is to desire and expect some future good. It is 
usually a desire for things we do not have, but it may 
be a desire that the good things we have already would 
continue. These hopes are natural to us, but they are 
not always fulfilled. Christian hope, which is the fruit 
of God’s grace, is very different. It is a spiritual hope, 
fixed upon things beyond this world; it is a sure hope, 
anchoring the soul in heaven (Heb. 6:19). Like faith, 
the strength of this hope does not lie in the one who 
possesses it, but in its object. It is a hope in the mighty 
God who has revealed Himself in Scripture as merciful 
to sinners.

Our hope is in God’s everlasting Covenant of 
Grace, in which God brings elect sinners into His own 
blessedness. He makes this great promise, in which 
every other promise is wrapped up: “I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.” (Ezek. 37:27) God has 

provided all good for His people; the Son purchased 
salvation for them and the Spirit applies it. When we 
are united to Christ by faith, our sins are washed away 
and we are adopted as God’s children. God dwells with 
us and walks with us in friendship. David said of the 
covenant, “this is all my salvation, and all my desire” (2 
Sam. 23:5), and so should we. It cannot fail, because of 
Christ’s perfect obedience as its Mediator. Because of 
Christ, we have a fourfold hope as we look ahead.

In Life
We have hope as we continue in this world. A believer 
is a wonder, for in Christ he is a “new creature” (2 Cor. 
5:17). Such is God’s power in regenerating sinners that 
Paul compares it to the first creation: “For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor. 
4:6) We remain the same persons, and we are still flesh 
and blood, but our souls have been renewed, which is 
necessary if we are to have eternal life. “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:3)

As the gospel of Christ crucified is preached the 
kingdom of heaven comes, but not with “observation” 
(Luke 17:20). The world does not recognise the 
kingdom but the Lord’s people do, for they are given 
that faith which is “the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.” (Heb. 11:1) Faith 
assures us that there is a kingdom; hope sustains us as 
we enter into it, even through much tribulation (Acts 
14:22). Hope is “a messenger from Paradise come to 
fetch us there, and which bestows many favours upon 
us by the way.” (John Angell James) The Christian’s 
hope can never be extinguished, because it is “lively”, 
because of the risen Saviour (1 Pet. 1:3).

In Death
We have hope when considering our dying day. We all 
know that our “earthly house” will soon be “dissolved” 
(2 Cor. 5:1). At death, the mysterious tie which binds 
body and soul together will be loosed, and our spirit 
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will return to God who gave it. Death is an unnatural 
thing, yet while there may be a spiritual conflict when 
this ‘Jordan’ is crossed, the prospect of death does not 
fill the child of God with dread. Instead, knowing that 
the sting of death has been drawn for him by Christ on 
the cross, he ‘groans’ inwardly as he nears his end. He 
is longing for the moment when he will lay down his 
weary body and have done with sin and everything it 
brought into the world.

At that instant the believer’s spirit, now made 
perfect in holiness, will enter the mansion prepared 
for him by Christ, to live for ever in the immediate 
presence of his beloved Saviour. Our faith will give 
way to sight. We ‘see’ the invisible God with the ‘eyes’ 
of our soul here, and in heaven that vision will be 
much clearer, but we shall also see the Son of God as 
He is manifest in our flesh (1 John 3:2). Such is the 
beauty, splendour and utter perfection of heaven that 
when we open our eyes there we will say, “the half was 
not told me” (1 Kings 10:7). What a contrast with all 
earthly pleasures, which ultimately leave us empty! 
“In worldly things the expectation is sweeter than 
the enjoyment; in heavenly things it is the reverse.” 
(Thomas Boston)

At the Resurrection
We have hope when the dead are raised. The church’s 
“blessed hope” will be realised at the end of the world, 
with “the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). On the last day Christ 
will return to this earth in power and glory, and with 
Him will be the holy angels and the great multitude 
who died trusting in His shed blood for the remission 
of their sins. These departed saints will be the first to 
rise out of their graves, their glorified spirits being 
united to their glorified bodies. Believers who remain 
on earth at Christ’s second coming will then be raised 

and taken up from the earth to join the Lord and the 
saints who are with Him.

At death all men ‘sleep’, in the sense that their bodies 
lie in their graves until the resurrection. But Christians 
‘sleep’ in a blessed sense, for they sleep in Jesus. Their 
souls are with Christ and they have rest from their 
labours (Rev. 14:13); their bodies, which are still united 
to Christ, are resting too, as in a bed (Isa. 57:2). Robert 
Shaw says that in Christ’s resurrection believers have 
“a certain pledge and infallible assurance of their joyful 
resurrection to eternal life.” Our bodies will return to 
the earth, but Christ knows our dust and will gather it 
again. He will raise His people in glory and honour, “in 
the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:52), and we shall 
behold Him with our bodily eyes for the first time!

At the Last Judgement
We have hope when we stand before the great Judge. On 
the final day Jesus Christ, who as God knows what is 
in every man, will sit in judgement upon mankind. As 
believers, we are confident that, as our Advocate with 
the Father, Christ will vindicate us. The apostle Paul 
once issued this challenge (it is God who really issues 
it): “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? 
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It 
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.” (Rom. 8:33,34) Because of Christ, 
no one can take up this challenge, not the world, nor the 
flesh, nor the devil! What strong hope we ought to have!

Christ will say to those whom He has publicly 
acquitted: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world” (Matt. 25:34). When the sons of God 
are revealed, the creation itself, which groaned for its 
deliverance, will be renewed and will share in their 
glory and liberty (Rom. 8:19-22). Believers will dwell 
eternally in the “new Jerusalem”, and “God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God.” (Rev. 21:2,3) Ezekiel 
Hopkins wrote of heaven as a place where “we for ever 
sun ourselves in the smiles of God.”

Truly God has given us “everlasting consolation and 
good hope through grace” (2 Thess. 2:16)! Christians 
have every reason to expect that they will receive 
all the good things their covenant God has promised 
them in Christ Jesus. Sadly we tend to live below the 
blessings which belong to us as believers: let us seek 
to rise to them!
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“And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me 
drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by 
the gate!” (2 Samuel 23:15)

David was engaged in a battle. It seemed to be one 
battle after another now. They were engaged 
in capturing Bethlehem from the Philistines, 

and as he looked at the town he was reminded of his 
younger years there and the happy times he had spent 
there. They were peaceful times and therefore happy 
times. No one wants constant warfare; someone who 
enjoys that kind of life is unnatural indeed, but there 
are some going about! David had a longing for past 
joys.

David’s sigh was heard by his three most devoted 
subjects, who thought more of the king than of 
themselves. They said nothing, they just did what David 
wanted. This should be our attitude to that King who 
is greater than David. The courage of these men gave 
an example to the whole army, and victory followed. 
It was an act of self-denial to the Lord’s Anointed (cf. 
Matt. 26:12,13). They might have been accounted ‘fools’ 
on earth, but not in heaven. David acknowledged their 
devotion, as Christ will on the Last Day (Matt. 25:34-
36). If they displayed such an act of unselfishness, David 
would not be behind them; he refused to drink the water 
but poured it out in honour of the Lord, who gave them 
the devotion to risk their lives for their king. Paul would 
honour the Lord likewise by his own life (2 Tim. 4:6).

The Days of Old
“The well of Bethlehem”: David’s thoughts wandered 
back to the days of his youth, to the place where he 
grew up, the place where he was later anointed into 
service. He would have visited that well often, meeting 
companions, visiting the surroundings, etc; they were 
happy memories. As our years advance, ‘the air is full 
of funerals and farewells’. We can understand these 
longings for the past; the old times, the old places, 
the old friends. They are longings for past joys, rich 
with associations of fellowship, of joint tackling of 
difficulties in life’s journey. Many of these friends have 
now gone on to heaven; they have taken something of 
our lives with them, but we still think of them when we 
attend certain places. These, our younger days, were 
also happier times as we had not yet gained such a deep 

knowledge of human depravity. We also thought that 
the visible church shared our ideals from Scripture...
but, “he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.” 
(Ecc. 1:18)

The Contrast with Today
As we look back, we cannot help but see the contrast 
with the present. There is such coldness today (Matt. 
24:12), such lack of commitment in contrast to the 
times when we “went with them to the house of God” 
(Ps. 42:4). Where is the thirst for God today? Where 
have all the fellowships gone? Alas, for many God is no 
longer King. There is not the fervour of devotion, but 
the reluctance to deny self for His service. This devotion 
seemed to come so spontaneously in the old days – has 
over-organisation of the church squeezed out the life? 
Many of the older generation are living on what they 
heard in the past, such is the shallowness of the present 
teaching. David remembered his younger days and 
smiled when he thought of all his happy associations. 
“The memory of the just is blessed” (Prov. 10:7). There 
is a tinge of sadness, but it is a ‘sweet sorrow’ as we 
think of reunion in that place where there are no more 
separations among the people of God.

“But O for the touch of a vanish’d hand,
    And the sound of a voice that is still!” (Tennyson)

The Need to Look Forward
These past memories of David took his mind into the 
future also. Many of these boys and girls, and men and 
women he grew up with in the church, were now in 
heaven. Such thoughts take us into eternity and Christ’s 
activity there. David knew that they were still alive, in 
the Presence of the unchanging King (2 Tim. 4:8). God 
is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and of those 
who have like faith with them in Christ Jesus; God is 
the God of the living. Because Christ is unchanging we 
can still be optimistic about the future of Christ’s real 
church on earth, the one which follows Him according 
to His Word. As always, He has His remnant, and His 
“little flock” shall inherit the kingdom (Luke 12:32).

“What have I left, that I should stay and groan,
    The most of me to heaven is fled;
My thoughts and joys are all packed up and gone,
    And for their old acquaintance plead.” 
(George Herbert)

DEVOTIONAL

A REMINDER OF EARLIER 
AND HAPPIER DAYS
REV. JAMES CLARK
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Nothing invigorates us more than the study of 
God’s grand design in and for this world. In his 
work A History of the Work of Redemption, the 

American theologian Jonathan Edwards (1703-58) 
explains that, essentially, God’s design in the work of 
redemption was nothing less than his own glory. He 
states:

“God had a design of glorifying himself from eternity; 
yea, to glorify each person in the Godhead. The end 
must be considered as first in order of nature, and then 
the means; and therefore we must conceive, that God 
having professed this end, had then as it were the means 
to choose; and the principal means that he adopted 
was this great work of redemption.” (American Tract 
Society, 1840 edition, pp.24-25)

When considering the subject of evangelism, 
instead of thinking first of the conversion of sinners 
we must think of God glorified in this miserable world.

Evangelism Rooted in the Covenant of Redemption
Eternal life was promised before the world began 
(Titus 1:2) and the Book of Life was written before the 
foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8). This explains why 
the Gospel of God “concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord” was promised in the Old Testament (Rom. 1:1-3). 
In a sermon on the words “the blood of the everlasting 
covenant” (Heb. 13:20), Charles Spurgeon said this:

“before God had spoken existence out of nothing...He 
had entered into solemn council with Himself, with His 
Son, and with His Spirit, and had in that council decreed, 
determined, purposed and predestinated the salvation 
of His people.” (Revival Year Sermons – Preached in the 
Surrey Music Hall 1859, Banner of Truth).

Evangelism as Exemplified by Calvin
To the astonishment of some, John Calvin is now 
recognised as the theological father of Reformed 
missions. Joel Beeke describes Calvin’s evangelism 
in four areas, namely the congregation, the city, the 
nation and the world. Beeke puts it this way:

“Along with other Reformers, Calvin taught 
evangelism in a general way by earnestly proclaiming 
the gospel and by reforming the church according 
to biblical requirements. More specifically, Calvin 
taught evangelism by focusing on the universality of 
Christ’s kingdom and the responsibility of Christians 
to help extend that kingdom.” (Living for God’s Glory: 

An Introduction to Calvinism, Reformation Trust 
Publishing, p.276)

How will the triune God extend his kingdom 
throughout the world? Calvin’s answer involves both 
God’s sovereignty and our responsibility. He says that 
the work of evangelism is God’s work, not ours, but 
God will use us as his instruments. Calvin explains that 
Christ sows the seed of life everywhere (Matt. 13:24-
30), gathering his church not by human means but by 
heavenly power.

In the Congregation
How did Calvin exemplify evangelism in the 
congregation? In the work already referred to, Beeke 
says that for Calvin evangelism involved a continual 
summons to believers to exercise faith and repentance 
in the crucified and risen Christ. He continues:

“Evangelism means presenting Christ so that people, 
by the power of the Spirit, may come to God in Christ. But 
it also means presenting Christ so that the believer may 
serve Christ as Lord in the fellowship of his church and in 
the world. Evangelism demands building up believers in 
the most holy faith according to the five key tenets of the 
Reformation: Scripture alone, grace alone, faith alone, 
Christ alone, the glory of God alone.” (p.278)

In the City
Calvin did not confine his preaching to his own 
congregation. He also used it as a tool to spread the 
Reformation throughout the city of Geneva. On Lord’s 
Days, the Genevan Ordinances required sermons 
in each of the three churches at daybreak and 9am. 
At noon, children went to catechism classes. At 3pm 
sermons were preached again in each church. Weekday 
sermons were scheduled at various times in the three 
churches on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. By 
the time Calvin died, a sermon was preached in every 
church each day of the week.

In the Nation
In addition Calvin wanted Geneva to be a model for 
others of Christ’s reign. The Geneva Academy assumed 
a critically important role in this venture. As Beeke 
says:

“Influenced by the Academy, John Knox took the 
evangelical doctrine back to his native Scotland. 
Englishmen were equipped to lead the cause in England; 

DOCTRINE

EVANGELISM: A REFORMED 
EXAMINATION
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / EVANGELISM: A REFORMED EXAMINATION

periodic recruiting campaign, additional to the regular 
functioning of the local congregation. Special meetings 
are arranged, and special preachers are commonly 
secured to conduct them; they are regarded as distinct 
from public worship. In these meetings, everything is 
aimed at securing from the unconverted an immediate, 
conscious, decisive act of faith in Christ. At the close of 
the meeting, those who have responded or wish to do 
so are asked to come to the front, or raise a hand, or 
something similar, as an act of public testimony to their 
new resolutions. This owes its origin to the American 
Presbyterian Charles Finney (1792-1875). 

The Puritan Type
The Puritan method cannot be understood without 
considering the doctrine of salvation held by the 
Puritans, which was built upon the truth of ‘effectual 
calling’ as stated in the Westminster Shorter Catechism: 
“Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby, 
convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our 
wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus 
Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.” (Q./A. 31)

How did this impact their evangelism? Packer 
maintained that since God enlightens, convicts, humbles 
and converts sinners through His word, the task of his 
messengers is to communicate that word, teaching and 
applying both law and gospel. Preachers are to declare 
God’s mind as set forth in the texts they expound, to show 
the way of salvation, to exhort the unconverted to learn 
the law, meditate on the word, humble themselves and 
pray that God would show them their sins and enable 
them to come to Christ. They are to hold Christ forth as 
a perfect Saviour from sin to all who heartily desire to be 
saved from sin, and to invite such to come to the Saviour.

Furthermore, for the Puritans, evangelism formed 
part of the ordinary public ministry of God’s Word. In 
addition, it was the work of the local pastor, since the 
extraordinary apostolic office of evangelist has been 
abolished and incorporated into the ordinary work 
of the ministry. There are no more evangelists in the 
sense of a separate and distinct office.

It is often said that we are labourers with God. 
Rather, we labour for God. God does not need us. He is 
able to accomplish his will without us, as in creation: 
“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made” (Ps. 
33:6). We do not have a ‘monergistic’ view of salvation 
(that regeneration is wholly the work of the Holy 
Spirit) and a ‘synergistic’ view of evangelism (that 
without our work God is powerless to accomplish his 
purpose). God accomplishes all. Yes, he can and does 
use means. In preaching God uses earthly vessels, for 
the reason that all the glory goes to him alone. God’s 
evangelism is the cause of our evangelism.

Italians had what they needed to teach in Italy; and 
Frenchmen (who formed the great bulk of refugees) 
spread Calvinism to France.” (p.281)

In the World
Calvin did not limit his evangelism to Geneva, but took 
active steps to have the Gospel promoted in France and 
sent to Brazil. Regarding France, Beeke describes how 
it worked:

“Reformed believers from France took refuge in 
Geneva. While there, many began to study theology. 
They then felt compelled to return to their own people 
as Reformed evangelists and pastors. After passing a 
rigorous theological examination, each was given an 
assignment by the Genevan Company of Pastors, usually 
in response to a formal request from a French church 
needing a pastor. In most cases, the receiving church 
was fighting for its life under persecution.” (p.281)

Beeke says that in 1555 there was only one fully 
organised Reformed church in France, but seven years 
later there were close to two thousand!

Regarding Brazil, the records of the Company of 
Pastors note:

 “On Tuesday 25 August [1556], in consequence of 
the receipt of a letter requesting this church to send 
ministers to the new islands [Brazil], which the French 
had conquered, M. Pierre Richer and M. Guillaume 
Charretier were elected. These two were subsequently 
commended to the care of the Lord and sent off with 
a letter from this church.” In addition eleven laymen 
were recruited for the colony. (Philip E. Hughes, ed. 
and trans., The Register of the Company of Pastors in 
the Time of Calvin, Eerdmans, p.317)

Evangelism as Demonstrated by the Puritans
The Puritans held no crusades, gospel campaigns or 
special evangelistic services. Yet, by plain preaching 
they transformed a nation. The late J.I. Packer, 
Anglican theologian and writer, identified two types of 
evangelism:

The Modern Type
As Packer put it, the modern type of evangelism is a 

“God does not 
need us. He is 
able to accomplish 
His will without 
us...”
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(Meyer [1847-1929] pastored various congregations in 
Leicester and London. This piece is taken from his work 
‘Saved and Kept: Counsels to Young Believers’, published 
in 1897, and has been abridged.)

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.” 
(John 3:36)

It is not sufficient to say we have faith; we must be 
sure that it is saving faith, which links the soul with 
the Saviour.
True faith has Christ for its object. Many times the 

question is put by the inquirer, “Have I the right kind of 
faith?” To this there is only one answer: “When the soul 
moves toward Christ as its Saviour, when it turns even 
from the facts of His life and work to Himself, it is the 
faith of God’s elect, which He hath Himself breathed 
into the soul.” All faith that has Christ for its object 
is the right kind of faith. It may bring no conscious 
rapture; it may be weak as the woman’s touch on 
His garment hem; it may be small and insignificant 
as a grain of mustard-seed; it may be full of despair 
as Peter’s cry, “Lord, save me.” (Matt. 14:30) But if 
its deepest yearning is Christ, Christ, Christ, it is the 
tiny thread which will bring the lost one through the 
subterranean passages, in which it had surrendered 
itself as lost, into the light of life.

True faith is trust. “Trust” is a more personal word 
than “faith”. We believe the record of history; we have 
faith in our friend’s word of honour; but we trust the 
one we love. In the beginning of Christian life, while yet 
the soul is looking around for help, it deals specially 
with statements about Christ, and perhaps with His 
precious promises; but afterward it closes in with 
Christ Himself. From that moment it rests, not on the 
deed, but on the Doer; not on the word, but on Him 
who uttered it; not on the atonement, but on Him who 
died; not on the resurrection, but on Him who rose; 
not on the intercession, but on Him who ever liveth to 
make it.

True faith reckons on God’s faith. Spurious faith 
tries to confirm itself by culling the favourable reports 
that others give it, or by considering the amount of 
religiousness with which it is accompanied. But a true 
faith looks away from all such considerations to God, 

and reckons that He is true; that He cannot disavow 
His offspring; that He cannot fail the soul He has 
attracted to Himself; that He must meet it when it is a 
great way off, and spread the feast. There is no better 
way of nurturing faith than by looking away from it to 
its object. When you believe not, He remaineth faithful. 
Give up estimating the force of your faith, or searching 
for the roots of it, or analysing its component parts. 
Begin to consider the impossibility of God denying 
Himself, and as you do so the true faith will stir within 
you; by considering God’s faith, your faith will grow 
strong to remove mountains.

True faith is followed by penitence. Repentance 
and penitence differ vastly. Repentance precedes and 
accompanies faith; penitence follows it. Repentance 
has its seat in the will; penitence in the emotions. 
Repentance is the forsaking of sin; penitence the 
abhorring and grieving for it. Repentance may 
therefore take place once for all, as we turn from 
our evil life to God; penitence runs parallel with all 
Christian experience. The nearer we come to Christ 
the more we grieve for the sorrow we have given Him. 
When the woman reached the feet of Christ, and knew 
herself forgiven, she covered them with tears and 
kisses. The faith which is dry-eyed is a very doubtful 
sort.

True faith detaches from the world and sin in 
proportion as it attaches to Christ. It clings to Him, 
and is so taken up with His love and beauty that it 
loses a taste for what had before filled its horizon and 
had seemed altogether essential to its existence. Its 
treasure is in heaven, and its heart is there also.

True faith bears fruit. We have said it is the link 
between Christ and the soul through which the living 
energy of Christ pours into us, as the sap from the root 
to the cluster of ruddy grapes swelling on the branch. 
It is impossible to be in true union with Christ without 
feeling the pulse of His glorious life, and where it enters 
like a tidal river it can have but one result – it must 
manifest itself in fruit. When there is no fruit either the 
channel is grievously choked or has never been truly 
formed.

Do not trouble about the roots; consider the fruit. 
“Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith” (2 Cor. 
13:5).

THE MARKS OF GENUINE FAITH
F.B. MEYER

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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This is a Biblical imperative, and means to be 
steadfast in the Truth given by God in the Bible, 
to serve Him faithfully and without compromise. 

It is not easy to do this nowadays, not only because 
of the threats of the world but also because of the  
pressure to fall in with the modernising  efforts of 
the contemporary declining Church. The Christian is 
opposed by the majority in both spheres. We live in an 
age of judicial blindness and ecclesiastical delusion, and 
few can be relied upon for support as we endeavour to 
stand fast. Nevertheless, this command is emphasised 
in the New Testament and we are frequently reminded 
to “stand fast”.

The Exhortations of Scripture
“Stand fast in the faith” (1 Cor. 16:13). Do not try to 
mix defective human works with the finished work of 
Christ for us. Do not allow traditions or human decrees 
to overrule Scripture in your life or beliefs.

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty...” (Gal. 5:1). Do 
not go back to “the yoke of bondage” in the law. If Christ 
has set you free (John 8:36) you must go forward to 
Heaven, the promised land, and not encamp around 
Sinai. The law cannot save you, justify you or sanctify 
you, only Christ.

“Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind...” (Phil. 1:27). 
There is only genuine unity in the Truth. We are united 
by the Word of God, given to us by the Holy Spirit. If 
we are loved by the Lord, surely gratitude will move us 
to keep His Word, and not let it be falsified or watered 
down. “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved...stand 
fast in the Lord” (Phil. 4:1).

“For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord” (1 Thess. 
3:8). It is a great grief and discouragement to the Lord’s 
people when they see those who followed the Lord 
with them now turn aside from their steadfastness and 
give up some of the truths of the Bible. The doctrines 
of the Bible have been handed down to us from 
generation to generation (2 Thess. 2:15), and we look 
with suspicion upon those who suddenly know better 
and have a ‘revisionist’ Christianity! We need to stand 
firmly against the beginnings of error when it raises its 
head. Error is subtle; it will mix some truth into it in 
order to hide the taste of the poison! (2 Pet. 3:17). Let 
us encourage one another by our faithfulness.

The Temptations to Discouragement
Faithful preachers often did not see many converted 
around them, e.g. Noah, Jeremiah and Isaiah, but 
when they died they would hear, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant” from Him who is “the Truth” (Matt. 
25:23; John 14:6). In Revelation 3:11 the glorified Lord 
Jesus says to His church, “Hold that fast which thou 
hast” (i.e. the Truth Christ has given to His church to 
preserve to the end). There is so much pressure from 
the world, and sadly from the church, to give up parts of 
the Bible. We are being told that certain words should 
not be in the Bible or that they only were relevant for 
life 2,000 years ago. In the early days of persecution 
the devil encouraged burning Bibles (whether using 
the Roman Empire or the Roman Church), but now he 
is more subtle; the devil learns as he goes on, just like 
everyone else. Now he encourages Bibles to be printed 
with bits missing and says that the bits missing are 
unimportant, that you can still believe in Inspiration, 
etc. He has not changed his tactics. “Yea, hath God 
said...?” (Gen. 3:1) is still his insinuation of doubt.

The Temptation to Modernise
There are few genuine conversions nowadays, and 
there is pressure upon preachers (to which many have 
succumbed) to ‘dumb down’ the message. No doubt 
Noah, Jeremiah and Isaiah were tempted to dilute their 
message, to make it more appealing and to sentimentalise 
the character of God, and thus NOT to  declare the whole 
counsel of God  like Paul (Acts 20:27). This humanistic 
approach has destroyed the faithfulness of congregations 
and denominations. They are filled, but with what? If we 
give the world what the world wants in religion, we shall 
pack them in – but at the expense of reverence, purity of 
worship and ordination vows to maintain the worship 
“as presently practised” on the authority of the (whole) 
Bible. The choice is between a faithful church and a 
popular one. “We must choose to have a reputation in 
heaven and not on earth”, as an old minister once said.

Stand fast, do not go loose
    When many relax their grasp of Truth.
Stand fast, do not change course,
    The rocks are there when the haven is close.
Hold fast, O Lord, keep hold of me
    That I retain what I received from Thee.

STAND FAST
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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(Robert MacDonald [1813-93] was latterly minister of 
North Leith Free Church, Edinburgh. This piece is taken 
from his work ‘From Day to Day’, published in 1879, and 
has been lightly edited.)

In the church of Sardis, so much evil mingled with 
the good that the Lord had to say, “hold fast, and 
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will 

come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee.” (Rev. 3:3)

Faithful Ones
It was not so with all, however. There were noble 
exceptions; hence the cheering words that followed: 
“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not 
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me 
in white: for they are worthy.” (v.4) Notwithstanding 
the lukewarmness, worldly conformity, and general 
defection on every side, these few faithful ones kept 
undefiled, and walked in all simplicity and godly 
sincerity.

It was through grace they thus kept themselves 
unspotted from the world. And as it was then so is it 
still; for till conversion takes place none ever separate 
themselves from the world and its ways. When, 
however, that great change is experienced, old things 
pass away, and all things become new. Not that such 
renewal is ever immediately complete. On the contrary, 
because of lingering corruption, that command is never 
an unneeded one: “be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” (Rom. 12:2)

Christ’s Example
This does not necessitate any monastic isolation or 
literal going out of the world; for how, then, could 
believers be witnesses for Christ, and lights and 
blessings to those around? In this, as in all other things, 
our blessed Lord gave to his disciples a perfect example. 
He did not dwell in the wilderness like John, solitary 
and apart, but mingled with men, in the streets, and in 
the synagogues, and also in their homes; and so freely, 
that his enemies revilingly said of him that he was the 
friend of publicans and sinners. But though ceaselessly 

seeking in this way the world’s good, he never imbibed 
the world’s spirit or conformed to its ways. He said: “I 
have given them thy word; and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world.” (John 17:14)

Yet how sadly in these latter times is all this 
forgotten by many who bear the name of Christ. As if 
wiser than the Master, instead of fearing the friendship 
of the world, which is declared to be enmity with God, 
they carefully cultivate it. This they do professedly to 
win the world over to the Church, but invariably in the 
end it is the Church that is won over to the world.

Courage Required
“As I grow older as a parent”, says Dr. J.W. Alexander 
[an American Presbyterian minister, 1804-59], “my 
views are changing fast as to the degree of conformity 
to this world which we should allow to our children. I 
am horror-struck to count up the profligate children 
of pious persons, and even ministers. The door 
at which those influences enter which counteract 
parental instruction and influence, I am persuaded, 
is yielding to the ways of society; by dress, books, and 
amusements, an atmosphere is formed which is not 
Christianity.”

“More than ever do I feel that our families must 
stand in a kind but determined opposition to the 
fashions of the world, breasting the waves like the 
Eddystone Lighthouse. And I have found nothing yet 
which requires more courage and independence than 
to rise even a little but decidedly above the par of the 
religious world around us. Surely the way in which 
we commonly go on is not the way of self-denial and 
sacrifice and cross-bearing which the New Testament 
talks of. Our slender influence on the circle of our 
friends is often to be traced to our leaving so little 
difference between us.”

“Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is 
the enemy of God.” (James 4:4)

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
(James 1:27)

IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF IT
ROBERT MACDONALD

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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Do you have a favourite psalm? One you turn to 
again and again? Psalm 86 is precious to many 
believers. Being a psalm it is a song, yet its title 

is “A prayer of David.” At a time when he was in great 
trouble, David called upon the Lord, confident that He 
was able and willing to help him, and the Lord delivered 
his soul “from the lowest hell.” (v.13) As a result David 
was full of praise to the Lord. “For thou art great, and 
doest wondrous things: thou art God alone.” (v.10)

This is the experience of the Christian in this world, 
from beginning to end. Do you know it? All of us, like 
the Psalmist, are “poor and needy” (v.1), because like 
him we are sinners. Do you confess this to God and 
seek His forgiveness? Sadly most people do not. If, 
like the Psalmist, you enjoy God’s pardon, you will say 
with joy, “thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, 
and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy 
and truth.” (v.15) And you will serve Jesus Christ with 
thanksgiving. In verse 11 we learn three important 
things about serving the Lord.

Instruction
David requested the Lord, “Teach me thy way”. This is 
a necessary prayer and ought to be yours and mine. 
When we face difficulties of any kind we want to know 
what we are to do. There is no one better to show us 
than the God who has planned everything in our lives 
and knows the end from the beginning!

The duty God requires of us is laid out in His Word. 
The Scriptures are “the only rule to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him” (Shorter Catechism, 
Q.2), and we are always to live by this rule. There 
are commandments to keep and examples to follow. 
The more we study the Bible with faith and prayer, 
the more we learn of our sinfulness and the Lord’s 
lovingkindness towards His people. Having redeemed 
us by the blood of His dear Son, and blessed us by 
bringing us to the Saviour, He is working to make us 
more holy, humble and fruitful – more like Christ.

God may guide us in His providence. Perhaps 
we are perplexed as to what God requires of us in a 
particular situation, involving our studies, work or 
friendships. Decisions have to be made. If we pray to 

the Lord sincerely, “teach me thy way”, there may be 
events in which we ‘hear’ Him saying, “This is the way, 
walk ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). This is the Lord directing 
us, and keeping us from going down a wrong path. It 
is a comfort for believers that all things are worked 
together by Him for their good ultimately (Rom. 8:28).

Obedience
David then promised the Lord, “I will walk in thy truth”. 
As disciples we are learning to obey Christ as our 
Master. Yet there is more to the relationship. As you 
know, some animals, such as cattle, must be driven in 
the right direction, but others, such as sheep, go where 
they are led. Jesus is the Good Shepherd leading God’s 
flock to heaven and “the sheep follow him” (John 10:4)! 
He commands our obedience by His word, encourages 
it by His example, and gains it by His loving, sacrificial 
death for us.

David was promising to be faithful to the Lord, and 
follow Him fully. We must do more than read the Bible 
and listen to it preached: we must obey the truth in 
our lives, for “blessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it.” (Luke 11:28) Is our religion worth 
something to us, and do we stick to our principles when 
it costs us something? You will face this challenge as a 
Christian, but do not be afraid; put your trust in the 
Saviour and He will strengthen and uphold you.

Devotion
Finally David asked the Lord, “Unite my heart to fear thy 
name”. To walk in the truth we need a heart that will not 
be diverted from the paths of righteousness. Some have 
a “double heart” (Ps. 12:2); they will not prove loyal to 
Christ in the end. Likewise, “a double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8). Pray that the Lord 
will “unite” your heart, so that you will be single-minded 
in following Him and never deviate from His ways.

David knew from experience what evil his own 
heart was capable of. Human nature has not changed. 
Let us watch our hearts, and seek grace to so honour 
the Lord that we flee from sin rather than indulge in it. 
And if (or when) we do sin, may we flee quickly to the 
cross in repentance, to obtain God’s mercy.

YOUTH FOCUS

TEACH ME THY WAY
REV. DAVID M. BLUNT
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Obituary – Mr Donald Macdonald, Braepark 
(Rev. Harry Woods)

On 30th October 2021, the congregation of 
Kilmorack and Strathglass (Beauly) suffered 
the loss of a dearly beloved and much respected 

elder with the passing of Donald Hamish Macdonald, 
Braepark.

Although a quiet and unassuming man, Donald 
Hamish, who was born in 1940, was well known in 
the Black Isle farming community and further afield 
as a committed Christian man whose faith affected the 
whole of his life. He was well respected as a neighbour 
and friend, as was shown by the considerable number 
who gathered with the family at the funeral service.

Donald Hamish had been ill for a long time and 
as the months passed he grew weaker and weaker 
in body, though his mind remained clear to the end. 
Despite his growing incapacity he did not complain 
but was content to the end when, surrounded by his 
family, he fell asleep in Jesus.

His departure to be with the Lord, although a great 
blessing for him, is a sad loss for those he leaves behind 
and we feel it keenly. We extend our deepest sympathy 
to his widow Mary, his sisters Janet and Anna, his sons 
Allan and Peter, his daughter Emily, and the rest of the 
family, especially the grandchildren who loved him 
dearly. We commend them all to the Father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort.

Subscriptions

Areminder that subscriptions to the magazine 
for 2022 are now due. Details of the annual 
subscription rates, which are unchanged from 

last year, are found on the inside front cover. Subscribers 

CHURCH NEWS
should have received subscription renewal and gift 
subscription forms with their December issue, and if 
you have not yet done so, we encourage you to renew 
your subscription to the magazine and also to consider 
taking out a half-price gift subscription for one or more 
friends. The cost of a gift subscription is £16.75. Please 
note that half-price gift subscriptions can only be taken 
out for individuals who have a UK address.

If required, further forms may be obtained from 
the Subscriptions Secretary, whose contact details will 
also be found on the inside front cover.

Battle Turned Back but Terror Unleashed in 
Ethiopia (Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer 
Bulletin)

On 23 November, with rebels a mere 120km from 
the capital Addis Ababa, Prime Minister Abiy 
left his office and joined the Ethiopian National 

Defence Force (ENDF) on the battlefield. Aware that 
the collapse of Ethiopia would trigger a Christian 
crisis of monumental proportions, urgent prayer was 
requested. By 28 November, ENDF and Afar Special 
Forces had liberated Chifra in Afar Region. The ENDF 
and Amhara forces then proceeded to recapture town 
after town along the A2 Highway, starting with Shewa 
Robit. The historic and culturally significant town 
of Lalibela has been liberated, as have the strategic 
towns of Dessie and Kombolcha. God has indeed 
turned back the battle! However, the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) is responding to military 
defeats by unleashing terror: destroying and looting 
infrastructure and massacring civilians. Please pray 
for Ethiopia.

Thought for the New Year

“Oyes, beloved, we must run with patience, 
or we shall never obtain. There may be 
many things we cannot understand, much 

that the flesh could perhaps wish otherwise; but let 
us endure unto the end, and all shall be made clear, 
and God’s arrangements shall be proved best. Think 
not to have your reward on earth, do not draw back 
because your good things are all yet to come: today 
is the cross, but tomorrow is the crown; today is 
the labour, but tomorrow is the wages; today is the 
sowing, but tomorrow is the harvest; today is the 
battle, but tomorrow is the rest; today is the weeping, 
but tomorrow is the joy; and what is today compared 
to tomorrow? today is at most but threescore years 
and ten, but tomorrow is eternity. Be patient and hope 
unto the end.”
J.C. Ryle

Donald Macdonald
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AROUND THE CHURCH

ARRAN
GORDON FURZER (ELDER)

The congregation of Arran, increasingly few in 
number, is scattered from the north to the south 
of the island, which is often called ‘Scotland in 

Miniature’. Arran shares not only the created beauty of 
our land, but a rich heritage of times of revival around 
1812. The eminent Cook brothers were born and born 
again here, both becoming much used and respected 
ministers. A fellow minister remarked concerning 
Archibald Cook (1788-1865): “...a minister among his 
people should be like a Sabbath among the week days. 
This truly, Mr Cook was.”

God’s Provision
We are thankful to the Lord that since 2000 our 
meeting together has not been disrupted, until Covid. 
The difficult early times soon led to the privilege, from 
around 2001, to have the then retired Rev. Donald N. 
MacLeod come to reside on the island and resume his 
ministry for some ten years, pastoring and feeding the 
folk, Sabbath mornings, evenings and midweek.

Edinburgh Sermons
Since Mr MacLeod’s ‘second’ retirement twelve years 
ago, Rev. James Gracie of the Edinburgh congregation 
(whose first charge was Arran) has served as our 
Interim Moderator. As providing supply on an ongoing 
basis was to prove unsustainable, we were thankful 
that, before long, Mr Gracie began uploading sermons 

to Sermon Audio / Vimeo to be downloaded, originally 
onto DVDs, and progressing to memory sticks over 
time. Despite being a week or so behind the Edinburgh 
ministry, the system has worked very well. We are 
grateful to the Lord for His provision of a consistent 
ministry and express our sincere appreciation to Mr 
Gracie for his labours and efforts on our behalf.

Place of Worship
As the congregation were unable to return to their 
regular place of worship in Trust Housing, Brodick, 
on account of the Covid situation, it was with much 
relief that approaches to secure other arrangements 
for the Sabbath day were met with a warm readiness 
and willingness to help from Arran Free Church. 
Having met for some weeks in a home, since 17th 
October 2021 our Sabbath morning service has been 
conducted in Brodick Free Church. Happily, following 
the purchase of some equipment, we are now able 
to join a live link to the full Edinburgh service via the 
Sermon Audio App.

Expectation
Arran shares the beauty of our land, but also the spirit of 
our age and the accompanying spiritual declension. We 
look to the Lord to work again in His reviving power. It 
was said of Archibald Cook’s ministry that “while there 
was sharpness in the lance, the balm of Gilead was also 
applied.” This surely can be said of our own ministers. 
Our desire however is for the Lord to bless the lance 
and the balm in our congregations and communities, 
and that God the Holy Spirit would convince of sin and 
testify of Jesus Christ in that supernatural way that He 
alone can.

Brodick Free Church (kindly loaned)

Mr Gordon Furzer & Rev. James Gracie
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SERMON

SERVANTS AND STEWARDS (2) 
REV. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ

(The second and final part of an edited version of the 
sermon preached by Dr Ruiz, Moderator of the Presbytery 
of Navarre & Aragon, at the Ordination and Induction 
of Rev. Hugues Pierre in Pau, France, on Saturday 30th 
October 2021)

“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
(1 Corinthians 4:1,2)

We now consider the second part of the text:

2. What is Required from Ministers themselves
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” 

(i) Paul’s words apply to stewards generally: the 
servants of Christ are included because they are 
stewards too. The great demand placed upon stewards 
is that they be faithful. In the original there is a kind 
of play on words, for literally it is, “what is sought...be 
found”. Search and find, therefore, in the person and 
life of the steward. When we examine his life, what do 
we find? We ought to find that he is faithful.

We understand perfectly what it is to be faithful. 
Faithfulness is one of the most important virtues in 
men. Respecting one’s commitments, keeping one’s 
word, even if it is not to one’s advantage in this world, 
is, without doubt, the best way one can conduct oneself. 
It is much better than mere words! Faithfulness is 
speaking with our actions, with our very lives; it is 
showing ourselves worthy of the trust which has been 
placed in us. Who then is the servant who is found 
good and faithful by the Lord?

(ii) The stewardship of the servants of Christ concerns, 
above all, God’s written revelation. This is because they 
are stewards of God’s mysteries, which are published 
in the Holy Scriptures.

(a) The apostles gave the Word by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, but this is not possible for us today. 
For us, faithfulness to the Word of God means, firstly, 

being aware that this far exceeds us, that it is always 
beyond our natural ability. The faithful servant will 
therefore carry out his ministry, not with confidence in 
his natural reason, or human reason generally. He will 
always be suspicious of his own reason: he will use it, 
as well as he can with the help of the Lord, but he will 
use it as a servant rather than as a master. His reason 
will always be subject to the sovereign authority of 
Holy Scripture.

(b) Since this divine wisdom is not something 
natural to him, nor has been infused into him, the 
faithful servant must appropriate this wisdom by a 
life of continual study of the Scriptures. The faithful 
servant must be a student of the Bible par excellence; 
daily, in his personal reading, and every week, in the 
preparation of his messages. Yet this study must also 
take place over a longer period of time, without being 
immediately linked to the messages of each week, and 
it must cover all the fields of the Bible and theology. 
This is the supreme commitment of the faithful servant: 
to arrive at the end of his days having offered his life, 
primarily, as a life of study and personal reflection on 
God’s revelation in the Scriptures.  

(c) The study of the faithful servant must not be 
reduced to the content of the Bible and theology 
exclusively. All fields of human knowledge are also 
suitable for him. If a doctor does not recognise a 
patient’s symptoms, he cannot understand the disease 
and cannot address it with the correct medicine. In the 
same way, it is also necessary for the faithful servant 
to have an understanding of the present world, if he 
wants to address this message of divine wisdom to 
the present world. His knowledge of men cannot have 
ultimate authority in his ministry, but one cannot 
dismiss this knowledge without the ministry being in 
some way restricted or limited.

(d) One thing in which the faithful servant must 
be very careful is that his accumulation of knowledge 
does not make him proud. Pride can ruin even the 
most eminent ministries. The faithful servant must fix 
this idea in his mind: “I must always remain humble.” 
He will remain humble by always remembering that 
he is a poor, redeemed sinner, and by lamenting his 
many sins and faults throughout his life, and even 
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his present sins. Humility in ministry will be shown 
by his accommodation to the lowest in society. The 
faithful servant must shun all pomp and circumstance 
when speaking. This does not mean being vulgar or 
contemptible: Paul said, “inasmuch as I am the apostle 
of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office” (Rom. 11:13). 
The faithful servant should honour his ministry by 
simplicity and clarity, by easiness of words and ideas, 
ensuring that the words are always right and true, 
rather than beautiful and evocative. A great companion 
of the Lord’s servant will be a good dictionary, to which 
he will have recourse continually to know the precise 
meaning of the words he is going to use.

(e) The message with which God’s servant 
administers the mystery of the Christian faith must 
seek the salvation and edification of those who hear 
it. The Bible tells us that the Word of God is “quick and 
powerful”, and it is compared to a two-edged sword 
(Heb. 4:12). The Word must not be made blunt by a 
message that only fills the head but does not reach 
the heart and will of the people. The preaching of the 
faithful servant must be filled with applications from 
the same text of Scripture, and spiritual exhortations, 
encouragements and consolations by which those who 
listen will be able to continue to walk the Christian 
path.

(f) Administering such an effective message from 
the Word of God is more demanding for the servant of 
Christ than simply passing on information; the message 
must be supported by a life of piety and holiness. The 
words of the apostle Paul to Timothy, “Let every one 
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” 
(2 Tim. 2:19), must be true first of all in the life of the 
steward of God’s Word. A minister must flee from the 
passions of youth, or the seductions of the world, and 
what today is called ‘social life’ – not in the sense of 
family and friends, but in the sense of social promotion. 
He must instead follow righteousness, faith, love and 
peace with those who call on the Lord with a pure heart 
(2 Tim. 2:22). The place where this must be manifested 
most is within one’s own home. He who is to lead God’s 
people in the worship of God and in the study of His 
Word, must do so first with his own family. The pastor’s 
home must be a small church, where family worship, 
psalm singing and prayers are daily occurrences.

(g) In doing all of this, the servant of Christ will 
be a faithful steward. But there is one more thing, 
of paramount importance, that must accompany 
everything else: the pastor’s personal prayer life. In 
fact, the ministry of a pastor is summarised in Acts 

6:4 as persevering in “prayer” and “the ministry of 
the word”. Prayer is on a par with the ministry of the 
Word. And this is something that often goes unnoticed. 
It is well understood what it is to have a ministry of 
the Word, but it is not the same with prayer. Prayer is 
also a ministry, a stewardship, which the pastor has to 
exercise with perseverance and determination. Prayer 
must accompany all the other tasks of the ministry. It 
will be the means by which it will be blessed to himself 
and others; it will be carried out with the Lord’s 
anointing and its fruit will be abundant and life-giving.

Conclusion
This is what we desire for this ministry of the Word 
and of prayer which is being officially established here 
in Pau. May the Lord see to it that His work grows 
further in this congregation, and that it grows until it 
reaches the whole city, and even all the surroundings. 
Why not? The Lord’s hand has not become too short to 
save in the time in which we live.

God has done great wonders in the past. He did 
them here in Pau, in Béarn and in all of France, at 
the time of the Reformation. He made the kingdom 
of darkness stagger. One way or another, the whole 
nation was reached by the Word in a short time, and 
the whole kingdom was almost won for the truth of the 
Word of God.

If this did not happen, it was not because of a lack 
of power from God or the Word. Alas! Was it not due to 
unfaithfulness on the part of the stewards, as if it was 
possible for them to live in the Lord’s church with their 
apostasy? But the Lord who did this work can also do it 
today. “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever.” (Heb. 13:8)

It is not up to us to do this work. It is for the Lord 
to do it. We are only servants and stewards at His 
command. He seeks nothing from us but faithfulness 
to Him, who was faithful to us, even to death, and that 
the death of the cross. To Jesus Christ then be glory, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever! 
Amen!

SERMON / SERVANTS AND STEWARDS (2)

“The Lord’s hand has 
not become too short 
to save in the time in 
which we live.”
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OMICRON

How should nations respond?

The latest development in the Covid-19 pandemic 
may be stated in a single word: ‘Omicron’. The 
World Health Organisation is using the letters 

of the Greek alphabet to describe variants of the virus 
which cause concern. The thirteenth such variant has 
been labelled ‘Omicron’, after the fifteenth letter of the 
alphabet (the two preceding letters were skipped). 
This variant was first reported from South Africa on 24 
November and spread at such a pace that within two 
weeks it had been detected in almost sixty countries. 
This suggests that it is far more contagious than 
previous strains, but whether it is any more harmful is 
not yet known.

The variants of Covid-19 are caused by genetic 
mutations, a normal aspect of the life cycle of any virus. 
It is only when mutation produces a significant change 
in the structure of a virus that a problem is likely to 
occur, the danger being that the treatments, including 
vaccines, which have been developed to combat 
previous strains of the virus will no longer be effective. 
There is some evidence that the Omicron variant can 
reinfect individuals who contracted an earlier strain 
and have been vaccinated to some level. There are 
fears that hospitalisations will rise rapidly.

The pandemic has now lasted nearly two years 
and many countries, including our own, are struggling 
to know how to deal with it. It is not just a question 
of what are the best public health strategies for 
combating Covid: there is the negative impact that 
social distancing and repeated lockdowns are having 
upon society, whether it be education, the economy, 
family life or mental health. There is also the vexed 
question as to what degree, if any, governments should 
be allowed to restrict the liberties of citizens for what 
they believe to be the greater good.

What is the way forward? It lies in two other 
letters of the Greek alphabet – the first and final 
ones – the names of which are found in four different 
verses of the Bible, all in the book of Revelation. 
The initial reference is: “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” 
(Rev. 1:8) By this title God reveals Himself as the 
eternal Creator, and Jesus Christ is seen to be Lord 
of all. Scripture teaches that nations are bound to 
honour the true God, and frame their laws according 
to His. Unless there is national repentance, the Lord 
will not remove Covid and other scourges from our 
midst.

RESOLUTIONS

How should they be made?

Every new year sees the cultural ritual of making 
‘new year resolutions’. Many delight in publicising 
their resolutions online. It is equally a ritual to 

confess that such resolutions didn’t last, with the fond 
hope that they will do better next year. According to 
various surveys the most popular resolutions are: 
losing weight, stopping smoking, better eating and 
getting out of debt.

Making resolutions is in itself Biblical. How often 
we sing from Psalm 119:57: “Thou my sure portion 
art alone, which I did chuse, O Lord: I have resolv’d, 
and said, that I, would keep thy holy word.” The 
word ‘resolved’ is elsewhere translated ‘promised’, 
indicating the nature of the resolution. We read in 
Lamentations 3:40: “Let us search and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord.” Here is the language of 
resolve.

Those resolutions are sinful which neglect eternity. 
The rich man said, “This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods.” (Luke 12:18) His resolution was 
entirely materialistic and individualistic, without any 
thought of death and judgement.

Some resolutions are in the form of a covenant. 
Jonathan Edwards is rightly famous for his Resolutions. 
The first resolutions were made in December 1722, 
and were added to in the following year; the last 
one was made in August 1724, bringing the total to 
seventy. They cover the breadth of spiritual life. Thus 
Edwards resolved: (7) “never to do anything, which I 
should be afraid to do, if it were the last hour of my 
life”; (26) “to cast away such things, as I find do abate 
my assurance”; (62) “never to do anything but duty; 
and then according to Eph. 6:6-8, do it willingly and 
cheerfully as unto the Lord, and not to man.”

We should also consider the instruction, “let your 
yea be yea; and your nay, nay” (James 5:12). In other 
words, we are to keep our word in general, without 
raising everything to the level of an oath. That would 
surely cut out much of the foolery regarding ‘new 
year resolutions’! We ought to consider the ninth 
commandment in our resolutions. To boast of having 
made certain resolutions and then promptly quit 
them, is to suggest to others that our resolutions 
are as meaningless to the believer as they are to 
the unbeliever. Without waiting for a new year, 
covenanting with God is appropriate for us, but always 
in dependence upon the help of His grace rather than 
upon our own strength.

COMMENT
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has promised and the tender mercy that is enfolded 
within each particular promise. The author also speaks 
of the keeping of diaries of the events of our lives, and 
the study of church history as further means towards 
seeing the intricate harmony that exists within the 
outworking of God’s decree with regard to the lives of 
the corporate church and of individual believers.

The fourth chapter on The Design of Providence 
shows that the ultimate design of providence is 
to bring glory to God by ushering in the glorious 
consummation of the new heavens and new earth 
wherein dwell righteousness, and, in the process of 
doing so, to reveal to us the glorious attributes and 
sheer otherness of God. Providence also helps to make 
Christ more precious to the believer and, generally 
speaking, fits him ultimately with a character wholly 
suited for the full and utterly complete enjoyment of 
God to all eternity.

This book is extremely readable and ought to be a 
must read for every Christian. Highly recommended.
Rev. John Macleod

Christ the Mediator
John Morrison, Scottish Reformed Heritage 
Publications, pbk, 88pp, £6.99

The author of this booklet is Rev. John Morrison, 
retired minister of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) and seminary lecturer. The 

subject matter is made up of material first recorded 
in the Theological Journal of the Inverness Seminary. 
Under five headings Mr Morrison explores the 
Person, Offices, Sacrifice, Atonement and Kingship of 
the Mediator.   

This is an excellent theological treatise and 
eminently suitable for the minister’s collection. 
However, due to the in-depth style of Mr Morrison’s 
writing, this booklet may not be the easiest read for 
the average church member. There are also some 
intriguing statements that may raise an eyebrow 
or two, such as: “Prior to the incarnation the human 
nature [of Jesus] was ‘un-individualized’ in His mother 
the Virgin Mary and as such had no personality...” 
(p.14)

The topic dealt with here is the union of the 
two natures of Christ. Mr Morrison excels in this 
complex subject.  The theology is precise, concise, and 
thoroughly Chalcedonian in its tone. He is careful to 
maintain the teaching behind that ancient council’s 
statement concerning the two natures in the one 
Person of Christ – that they are “without confusion, 
without change, without division, without separation”.

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

The Mystery of Providence
John J. Murray, Ettrick 
Press, pbk, 142pp, 
£4.95 plus p&p (from 
publisher)

What God is 
weaving in 
p r o v i d e n c e 

is often impenetrably 
mysterious to us. But this 
book, which is deeply rooted 
in Puritan theology, and 
which also derives much of 

its attractiveness from the author’s own experimental 
knowledge of his subject, shows that the study of the 
book of our personal providence alongside the study 
of the book of God’s word can bring great comfort to 
exercised believers as they continue their sojourn 
through the wilderness of this world. It consists of four 
chapters, which are transcriptions of talks originally 
given by the author at the annual Family Conference 
organised by Pilgrim Covenant Church, Singapore, in 
the winter of 2000.

In the first chapter on The Wonder of Providence, 
we are introduced to the doctrine, and shown that 
providence, which includes the work of redemption, 
holds out great encouragement to the believer. It 
shows us that nothing happens by chance but that all 
history is the outworking of an eternal plan by a wise 
and powerful sovereign God, and that that God is ruling 
in the person of His Son, who is directing all things for 
His own glory and making all events work together for 
the good of His people.

In the second chapter on The Work of Providence, 
the outworking of the principle that God is making 
all things work together towards the good of those 
who love Him is illustrated through three case studies 
centred on the persons of Esther, Joseph and Job.

The third chapter on The Beauty of Providence 
shows that the full-orbed view of the beauty of God’s 
providence must await the second coming of Christ, 
but that even in the partial and imperfect reflection of 
God’s providence in this present age, there is a sweet 
communion to be experienced. The exercised student 
of God’s word realises the beautiful co-ordination that 
exists between God’s covenantal promises and God’s 
providences, as, in a walk of faith, he is enabled to prove 
in his own experience the faithfulness of the One who 

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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BOOK REVIEWS

The mediatorial offices 
of our Lord are dealt with 
clearly, giving a helpful 
summary of each. Mr 
Morrison gives his view on 
the connection between 
Christ and Melchizedek 
and identifies the crossover 
point from the Levitical 
to the Gospel era with the 
tearing of the curtain in the 
temple and our Lord’s cry of 
“it is finished” (p.37).

In the section on 
Sacrifices, there is a very helpful breakdown of the 
more significant Levitical sacrifices leading up to the 
section on Atonement. In the latter section, there is a 
brief discussion on the imputation of Adam’s first sin 
to humanity. Many will find this helpful, with acres 
of discussion left for the reader over the questions of 
Creationism or Traducianism (p.60). Mr Morrison also 
gives a summary of the various views which emerged 
on the atonement from the time of Irenaeus (AD 
c.130-c.202) spanning the centuries to the masterful 
but not flawless work of Anselm (AD c.1033-1109) 
(pp.65-67).  

The author continues to give an excellent 
discussion on the necessity of atonement as well as on 
its substitution and satisfaction in the death of Christ. 
This is one of the lengthiest discussions in the booklet 
and well worth reading. Mr Morrison concludes his 
treatise with an edifying section on the Kingship of the 
Mediator.  

This is a first-class piece of work and it is a credit 
to our denomination that Mr Morrison spent fourteen 
years teaching this sort of material to our divinity 
students.
Rev. Iain Smith

Christian Discussions
John M. Brentnall, bkt, 50pp, £7.50 (inc. p&p). 
Available direct from Mrs E. Brentnall, 5 Rosier 
Crescent, Swanwick, Derbyshire DE55 1RS.

This is a rather unusual booklet which proved 
remarkably charming and will provide a useful 
resource for preachers and the general public. 

Those familiar with John Brentnall’s earlier volume of 
collected sayings of John ‘Rabbi’ Duncan, Just A Talker, 
will recognise a similar style.

Mr Brentnall has drawn together a collection of 
brief quotations on the topic of Scripture from a wide 
variety of Christian writers. What makes this booklet 
unusual is the way in which he has presented the 

material. He imagines the writers being met together 
in Westminster Abbey and engaging in the kind of 
conversation they would have had with each other if 
they had been contemporaries. The ensuing discussion 
covers areas such as the sufficiency of Scripture, 
principles of translation, the power of the Word and 
the place of Christ in the Two Testaments.

Through the various quotations we hear voices 
ranging from Irenaeus to Geoffrey Wilson and from 
Augustine to Professor John Murray. Along the way we 
also encounter Samuel Rutherford and Matthew Henry 
alongside John Knox and J.G. Machen. Our continental 
brethren are not forgotten; inevitably Calvin and 
Luther figure prominently, but so also do Peter van 
Mastricht and John Diodati, whilst Scots worthies such 
as Donald Cargill give a sweet and solemn reminder of 
our own heritage. The author has captured something 
of the character of the various contributors. John 
Duncan is pictured as musing to himself, whilst Luther 
gazes “with wonder at the Book that had both found 
him and brought Christ to him”, and mutters, “The 
Holy Scriptures did not grow on earth.” The historical 
background is also alluded to, as we get the briefest 
of glimpses of Knox’s struggles with Queen Mary, and 
Edward Hills’ defence of Scripture.

Many of the quotations are precious little gems. 
“God’s mind is revealed in Scripture”, says Thomas 
Manton, “but we can see nothing without the spectacles 
of the Holy Ghost”. No stranger to the depths himself, 
John Owen points out that, “In the divine Scriptures, 
there are...shallows where the lamb may wade, and 
deeps where the elephant may swim”. We hear Griffith 
Thomas on the miraculous preservation of Scripture 
and its utter trustworthiness, put quaintly, “When 
the dust of battle dies down we shall hear all sixty-six 
books declare with the Apostle Paul: ‘Do thyself no 
harm, for we are all here.’” As we face the continued 
onslaught of theological liberalism it is good to read 
of “John Gresham Machen (using) the moment of 
silence to aim a sly blow at the modern theologically 
liberal critics: ‘The Jesus of the New Testament has one 
advantage over the Jesus of modern reconstruction,’ he 
quipped, ‘He is real’.”

The use of bold type helps distinguish between 
topics but a clearer layout would make the material 
more accessible. The booklet would also have 
benefitted from an index or at least a table of contents 
and the sudden appearance of red font on page 41 is not 
particularly helpful. However these are minor quibbles 
and I wish this little volume a wide readership.
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod

[Readers may be aware that Mr Brentnall sadly passed 
away in November.]
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
January    February   March
10  St Louis   21  Stornoway   14  Cross, Portree
24  Atlanta   28  Harris   21  Glasgow–Knightswood
        28  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane, Scalpay Harris
 

(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out 
of their distresses. He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered 
them from their destructions.”

Psalm 107:19-20

The Wishart Arch, a remnant of the city walls of Dundee. During the plague of 1544 
the reformer and martyr George Wishart (c.1513-46) preached from the parapet to 
‘The people standing within the gate and the plague stricken lying without’.


