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We can learn something from everyone who 
appears in the Bible. Our main interest is 
in the godly men and women who glorified 

God in their lives and show us what it means to serve 
the Lord. We are drawn to a remarkable believer 
who stood out in his day and does so even now. The 
Scriptures bear witness to many who were “just”, some 
who were “perfect”, and a few who “walked with God”, 
but there is one of whom all these things are said (Gen. 
6:9). It would be a wonderful thing if at the end of our 
stay in this world the same could be said of us as of 
Noah!

If you think that Noah lived in very different times 
to ours, listen to these words: “As it was in the days of 
Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them 
all.” (Luke 17:26,27) Christ warns us that in the time 
before His return people will be living worldly, godless 
lives, just as they did all those centuries ago. To such, 
“the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night” 
(1 Thess. 5:2); they will not be expecting it and their 
loss will be total and final.

Today an ungodly tide threatens to sweep all before 
it. Noah resisted that tide in his day and shows us what 
God requires of us if we are to withstand it in ours.

Finding Grace
What do we know about Noah? We believe he had a 
godly upbringing. After the Fall there were two lines 
in the human family; Noah was the eighth generation 
in the godly line from Seth. Although Noah never 
met him, the extraordinary testimony of his great-
grandfather Enoch (Gen. 5:22-24) was passed down to 
him and had a good effect. Enoch’s prophecy of the day 
of reckoning (Jude 14,15) also challenged him. Noah 
was also spared to live for almost a thousand years. 
Yet none of these privileges could bring salvation of 
themselves.

What Scripture emphasises is that Noah “found 
grace” (Gen. 6:8). We could also say that grace found 
Noah. From all eternity the Lord looked upon Noah 
in love, making known that love to him in time. This 

undeserved favour is seen against the backdrop of a 
great moral and spiritual decline. Man’s total depravity 
was very evident and divine judgement was imminent 
(6:5-7). These things are reflected in our times! The 
Lord established His everlasting covenant of grace 
with Noah and his household, to deliver them from the 
flood that would destroy all flesh (6:17,18).

Justified by Faith
In His covenant, God embraces all His elect and is all 
their salvation. The benefits are enjoyed by faith in 
Jesus Christ. The promise of the Seed (Gen. 3:15) kept 
the hope of this salvation alive, and Noah was enabled 
by grace to embrace that promise by faith. His name 
means “rest” (Gen. 5:29), and that is what sinners get 
when they come to Christ (Matt. 11:28); it also means 
“comfort”, and that is what believers have from Christ in 
all their troubles (John 14:18). Noah was to be the last 
patriarch of the old world and the first of a new one.

Faith is “the substance of things hoped for” (Heb. 
11:1). Noah was justified through faith in the Redeemer 
who was yet to come; he was righteous by the perfect 
righteousness of Christ (Gen. 7:1). Noah was also 
upright in his character; he saw great wickedness 
before the flood, yet had no part in it himself. This does 
not mean that he was without sin (Gen. 9:20,21), only 
that he was sincere in the pursuit of godliness. Noah 
lived with God in a blessed friendship and fellowship, 
and the Lord meant everything to him.

Trembling at God’s Word
The Lord told Noah what He was going to do, and what 
Noah needed to do. To survive the global flood, he 
must make an ark and make it watertight (Gen. 6:14). 
There had never been a drop of rain since the world 
began (Gen. 2:5,6), yet Noah, “being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house” (Heb. 11:7). He did this 
by faith and fear: he believed and reverenced God and 
His word. This made him bold and not the least afraid 
of man, the devil or failure. This is the confidence that 
belongs to true, God-given faith.

Where is this spirit today? Faced with onslaughts 
from the evil one the church compromises and retreats. 

EDITORIAL

A MAN FOR OUR TIMES



Our national Church no longer trembles at God’s word; 
instead, it caves in to those who in the name of ‘equality’ 
demand that it accommodate their sinful lusts and 
lifestyles. The walls of truth and righteousness are 
being taken down and bridges are being built to the 
world. This is utter folly, yet no church is exempt from 
going down this path. Pray for more of the fear of God 
and a holy zeal to contend for the faith wherever God 
has placed us! The nation and kingdom that will not 
serve God shall perish (Isa. 60:12): if we truly love our 
land then we will sound that warning.

Building the Ark
God gave Noah the specifications for the ark (Gen. 6:14-
16). It was a huge task, taking him decades to complete. 
The ark was to contain not only Noah, his sons and 
their wives, but pairs of every living thing and food for 
all. A new world was in the ark! The ungodly scoffed 
at the idea of a flood, but faith being “the evidence of 
things not seen” (Heb. 11:1), Noah believed the deluge 
would happen, and set about building the ark. In doing 
so he was obedient to the Lord, serving Him with all his 
heart (Gen. 6:22). By his obedience Noah “condemned 
the world” (Heb. 11:7): he showed others what they 
needed to do to escape divine judgement, and those 
who perished in the waters were left without excuse.

Noah was a man of conviction. It was there in every 
plank he sawed, every nail he hammered and in every 
daub of pitch. He turned his eyes from the sin and 
vanity of the world, shut his ears to its taunts, and got 
on with his work. Every Christian needs this: an ability 
to stick to whatever calling we have in the kingdom, 
whether we are serving the Lord in our employment, 
in the raising of a family or as members of His church. 
If we keep our chief end in view – the glory of God and 
the eternal good of souls, not least our own – we will 
persevere in every difficulty and discouragement. “Be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 15:58)

Preaching Righteousness
When his sons were born, Noah’s concern was for their 
souls. As a godly, loving father, he taught Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth the things concerning salvation. Noah 
was “a preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5); by his 
words and deeds, he proclaimed the righteousness of 
God, by which sin is judged, and also the righteousness 
of Christ, by which sinners are justified. As he and his 
sons laboured, he explained to onlookers how the ark 
foreshadowed eternal salvation by Christ. Through 
Noah’s preaching, Christ Himself preached to the 

people (1 Pet. 3:18-20). Noah was saved before he 
went into the ark, but his godly actions showed that 
he was a genuine believer, and he became “heir of the 
righteousness which is by faith.” (Heb. 11:7)

Oh that more parents today would train up their 
children consistently in the way they should go! Then 
the church in Scotland would be increasing rather than 
decreasing. Oh that more ministers would be raised 
up by God to preach His gospel of grace faithfully and 
earnestly! The final judgement is coming and sinners 
need to be warned to flee from the wrath to come. 
Even though those who heard his preaching mocked 
him, Noah could not be silent; he loved God and he 
loved men’s souls. Let us repent of our self-seeking and 
indifference, and follow Noah and others who shone as 
lights in this sinful world, “holding forth the word of 
life” (Phil. 2:16).

Overcoming the World
Eight people were saved from drowning by being 
in the ark, just as they were saved from their sins by 
being in Christ. After a year on board, Noah came out 
of the ark and set his feet on dry land again. The first 
thing he then did was to worship God, building an altar 
to the Lord and offering burnt offerings from among 
the clean beasts preserved in the ark (Gen. 8:20). God 
assured Noah that He would never destroy the earth 
again with a flood, making a covenant with the whole 
creation and appointing the rainbow as a token of His 
promise (Gen. 9:11-15).

Our degenerate society now flaunts a rainbow as 
a symbol of its rebellion against God. The authorities 
want everyone to parade behind it, but the rainbow 
in which many take pride is a fake. Its message is not 
preservation but destruction. Christ’s return will see 
the “perdition” of the ungodly, but “new heavens and 
a new earth” for the righteous (2 Pet. 3:7,13). As Noah 
shows us, the world never overcomes the church: it is 
always the other way round. “For whatsoever is born 
of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.” (1 John 
5:4)
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“Our degenerate 
society now flaunts a 
rainbow as a symbol 
of its rebellion 
against God.”
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“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood...to him be glory” (Revelation 1:5,6)

Jonathan Edwards, in his book The Religious 
Affections, highlights the fact that many have a false 
basis for their assurance, so that they do not realise 

that they have nothing to be assured of. Moreover, 
instead of examining their faith, they examine their 
assurance instead. Nowadays the great and fatal 
mistake is to put assurance before faith in the preaching 
and in the personal reception of the Gospel. But this is 
to put the cart before the horse. You must have faith 
first in order to have assurance of faith – we are not 
saved by assurance. Assurance then comes after faith 
by examining and finding in ourselves the evidences of 
that faith in our lives.

1. Faith is the Result of Christ’s Death
His love led to His washing away sin’s guilt and power, 
“the double cure” as Toplady said. “If I wash thee not, 
thou hast no part with me.” (John 13:8) The blood of 
Christ accomplished salvation on the cross and that is 
why the cross is so important (Gal. 6:14). Redemption 
by His blood was “finished” for us there (John 19:30), 
and that is where we must look. “Look unto me”, Christ 
says: faith looks and the believer is washed. This faith 
is not regarded as self-ability but as “the gift of God” 
(Eph. 2:8); we do not have faith in our faith but in the 
Saviour who gave it. Assurance is not to be found in the 
strength of our faith but in the strength of our Saviour, 
who is “mighty to save” (Isa. 63:1).

2. Faith Gives all Glory to God in Salvation
The first concern of true faith is always to give glory 
to God, the God who saves. Faith sees that I owe my 
salvation to God’s election, to the One who “loved us”, 
and that this faith is the result of Christ’s death. We 
acknowledge that we have been “made willing by his 
grace” (Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 10:1). 
Arminians limit the death of Christ to merely making it 
possible or ‘available’ for a sinner to be saved, a matter 
indefinite and not certain. But the Bible teaches that 
“Christ so died that He infallibly secured the salvation of 
a multitude...who through Christ’s death not only may 
be saved but are saved, must be saved and cannot by any 
possibility run the hazard of being anything but saved.” 
(C.H. Spurgeon)

3. Assurance is Seeing the Evidence of these Two 
Truths in Ourselves 
Christians are “to draw their hope and assurance only 
from the death and intercession of their Saviour” (J.I. 
Packer). The death of Christ renders certain the work 
of the Holy Spirit in believers, that Spirit who produces 
the fruit of good works, so that we know what kind of 
tree we are (Gal. 5:22ff; Matt. 7:7,20). Reverence and 
humility characterise true assurance, not boastful 
testimonies about our ‘decision’, etc. Assurance is 
derived from knowing from Scripture that we have 
believed and is “not proposed as a reason why one 
should believe” (Packer), which is often the way the 
false gospel is presented nowadays. We are not saved 
by assurance, and must not make an idol out of it; 
Christ and His work must be at the centre of saving 
faith. 

To be looking for assurance all the time can actually 
lead you away from the exercising of faith, which is, 
after all, a trust in what Christ has said to you, with or 
without feelings. Your feelings are not the measure of 
Christ’s trustworthiness. John Owen sums up well the 
place of assurance. After saving faith has been exercised, 
“it lies on a believer to assure his soul, according as he 
finds the fruit of the death of Christ in him and towards 
him, of the good-will and eternal love of God to him in 
sending His Son to die for him in particular.” 

4. The True Gospel and True Assurance
The true Gospel will certainly accomplish salvation in 
the power of Christ. Many complain about the lack of 
genuine conversions nowadays. True conversions are 
characterised by “deep reverence, deep repentance, 
deep humility, a spirit of worship, a concern for the 
church” (Packer). A half-gospel or man-centred gospel 
will not produce these fruits, and therefore what is 
being preached nowadays ought to concern us. If the 
Gospel we hear presents a Saviour who is seemingly 
powerless to save, while waiting upon our ‘decision’ to 
“let Him into our life”, then our assurance becomes, like 
Christ’s power to save, conditional on our own effort. 
But the true Gospel presents a Saviour who is active, 
and whether we ‘feel’ assurance or not, we trust that 
He is continuing the work He began in us (Phil. 1:6). 
Our trust is that having finished the work for us, He 
will finish the work in us; He is the Author and finisher 
of our faith (Heb. 12:2) – this we are assured of!

DEVOTIONAL

THE ASSURANCE OF FAITH
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“the worst of Christ, even his chaff, is better than the 
world’s corn” (Samuel Rutherford)

Sometimes Christians are asked, What does Christ 
mean to you? Or, How does the Lord influence 
your life and decisions? Moses is a pattern for us.

First, we note his self-denial. He “refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Heb. 11:24). Remember 
that the Lord taught that the first requirement of any 
disciple was self-denial (Matt. 16:24). What did Moses 
deny himself? Position, fortune, power and honour. 
Consider all he had in Egypt from birth, through his 
connection to the royal household. Yet he refused it all. 
He counted it as nothing.

How many would love all the worldly privileges 
Moses had! How many would argue that he could do 
so much good with them! Moses did not think that 
way. How did he deny these privileges? By faith. It was 
not rage, madness, sickness or pressure that led him 
to deny himself, but faith only. Faith looks above and 
beyond the present, the temporal and the transient.

Second, there was his ‘cross-bearing’, in that he 
chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” 
(Heb. 11:25). Moses saw clearly the two sides: on one 
side affliction, on the other side pleasure, but he also 
noted the content of each. The affliction related to the 
people of God, and the pleasure related to sin.

It was not a choice between affliction or pleasure 
merely, for then no one would choose affliction. Rather 
it was a matter of who was suffering. It was the people 
of God. That is the crucial factor here. Moses’ view 
of God’s people was simple: they were much to be 
preferred to the fleeting pleasures of sin. We would 
do well to note that. It is worth considering whether, 
as professing Christians, we exhibit those excellent 
qualities that would make a Moses stand with us in our 
persecution and suffering? That there is an excellency 
about God’s people makes us tremble. It humbles and 
even embarrasses us, since we know only too well how 
vain, proud, boasting, egotistical and worldly we are!

Third, there is his reasoning. What led Moses to 
make such a dramatic choice in his life? He did not 
do it when young and foolish, neither did he do it 
under compulsion. Rather, when at the height of his 
position, he turned his back upon everything for a 
life of suffering. Scripture indicates Moses’ reasoning 
process: “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 

riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb. 11:26). Let us 
think about this further.

1. His Estimation
To esteem is to judge between things. Moses had done 
something similar when he chose between affliction 
and pleasure. Moses compared two contrasting things, 
namely the affliction of God’s people and the pleasures 
of sin. On the one side was God and his suffering people, 
on the other the transient pleasure of sin. Moses 
regarded the excellency of God’s people (irrespective 
of their outward condition in the world) as something 
more desirable than anything else.

Further Moses had to weigh two other things: the 
riches of Egypt and the reproach of Christ. It is evident 
that he esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches. 
That is to say, ‘the worst of Christ’ outweighed the 
riches of Egypt. In other words, ‘the worst of Christ’ 
was richer by far than all material world gain.

Lest anyone think it wrong to speak of ‘the worst 
of Christ’, consider the following words from Samuel 
Rutherford in his Letters:

“The worst of Christ, even His chaff, is better than 
the world’s corn.” (letter 102)

“I love Christ’s worst reproaches, His glooms, His 
cross, better than all the world’s plastered glory.” 
(letter 105)

“Sorrow, loss, sadness, death, are the worst of things 
that are, except sin. But Christ knoweth well what 
to make of them, and can put His own in the cross’s 
common, so that we shall be obliged to affliction, and 
thank God who taught us to make our acquaintance 
with such a rough companion, who can hale [drag, 
draw] us to Christ. You must learn to make your evils 
your great good; and to spin comforts, peace, joy, 
communion with Christ, out of your troubles, which 
are Christ’s wooers, sent to speak for you to Himself....
Thanks to God for crosses!” (letter 122)

“The worst things of Christ, His reproaches, His 
cross, are better than Egypt’s treasures.” (letter 148)

Rutherford is saying that, so great, so excellent is 
Christ, that the worst of Christ is more valuable than 
anything else in the whole world. That is what Moses 
said. He weighed the worst of Christ against the best 
of the world.

2. The Reward
There are two extremes to be avoided. On the one 

DOCTRINE

WHY ‘THE WORST OF CHRIST’ IS BETTER
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / WHY ‘THE WORST OF CHRIST’ IS BETTER

You may object, “It’s all very well for Moses, but what 
about us?” Immediately we can say that we too have 
seen and experienced the goodness of God as specified 
in Exodus, for the words God spoke to Moses are 
repeated by Paul when he explains God’s sovereignty 
in salvation (Rom. 9:15). Believers shall see yet more 
of God. According to the Larger Catechism, at the day of 
judgement the righteous shall be received into heaven 
where they shall be made perfectly holy and happy in 
body and soul, “especially in the immediate vision and 
fruition of God the Father, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
of the Holy Spirit, to all eternity.” (Q.90)

In the very centre of our eternal blessedness is this 
beatific vision of the Trinity.

4. What now?
Christ calls us to follow him with distinct demands. 
There is no way to obey but by faith alone. Only by 
faith can we deny ourselves; only by faith can we 
bear a cross. How few there are like Moses! To put it 
another way, how many people can we think of who 
did as Moses did? We may recall Laurence Chaderton 
(1536-1640), who was born into a wealthy Roman 
Catholic family near Oldham, in Lancashire. Upon 
his conversion his father wrote to him: “If you will 
renounce the new sect which you have joined you may 
expect all the happiness which the care of an indulgent 
father can secure you; otherwise I enclose in this letter 
a shilling to buy a wallet with. Go and buy for your 
living. Farewell!” Laurence refused to change, won 
a scholarship, and the rest, as they say, is history. 
Chaderton became the first Master of Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge and was one of the translators of 
the Authorised Version of the Bible.

You may wonder if you have really decided as 
Moses did. The evidence for this is simple. Can we 
say with Habakkuk: “Although the fig tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines...and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord...” (Hab. 3:17,18)? In other words, the joy in God 
and his salvation remains, even if worldly riches have 
ceased to be. The ungodly mourn over temporal losses 
because sadly to them their existence depends upon 
this world alone.

hand, a mercenary approach which asks, “What’s in it 
for me?” On the other hand, an attitude which claims 
that no reward is necessary or wanted. Scripture 
disagrees. The Church sings: “Thou, with thy counsel, 
while I live, wilt me conduct and guide; And to thy 
glory afterward receive me to abide.” (Psalm 73:24, 
metrical) The prospect of glory sustained Moses in the 
present. Likewise Paul told the Corinthians: “our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 
Cor. 4:17). And Paul reminded Timothy: “If we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim. 2:12). That is the 
reward.

From Moses’ reasoning we can deduce that he 
clearly understood that:

i) this life is NOT all there is;
ii) what was to come outweighed all the reproach 

of the present;
iii) God takes account of what happens now and 

rewards accordingly;
iv) what there is in eternity for the believer is 

unmatched by anything in the present. This indicates 
that God has infinite riches and treasures, eternal 
happiness and delights, which he communicates to 
us. Further, that God has made us with a capacity to 
experience and enjoy him and what he communicates 
to us, forever.

Thus, Moses “had respect unto the recompence of 
the reward.” (Heb. 11:26)

3. Seeing
Saving faith is a very practical thing. We note that 
Moses forsook Egypt; he turned his back upon it. He 
was done with Egypt. He no longer belonged to it and 
was no longer under its dominion. He forsook Egypt, 
“not fearing the wrath of the king”. This arose from his 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches. Faith 
is fearless. We sing this also: “The Lord’s my light and 
saving health, who shall make me dismay’d? My life’s 
strength is the Lord, of whom then shall I be afraid?” 
(27:1) And we cannot forget the rousing words of 
Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and our strength, in straits 
a present aid; Therefore, although the earth remove, 
we will not be afraid” (46:1,2).

What made Moses so fearless? We learn that 
“he endured, as seeing him who is invisible”. Moses 
asked God to show him his glory, and God said that he 
would make all his goodness pass before him, making 
mention of his grace and mercy (Exod. 33:18,19). John 
Arrowsmith (1602-59), one of the Westminster divines, 
put it this way: “The thing [Moses] desired was a sight 
of his glory; the thing promised a view of his goodness....
[God] glorieth most in the manifestation of his goodness.” 
So goodness summarises all the divine attributes.

“In other words, the 
joy in God and his 
salvation remains, 
even if worldly riches 
have ceased to be.”
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“God gave them up...God gave them over” 
(Romans 1:26,28)

Many complain about the lack of conversions 
in the visible church today, but we must 
remember that conversion (the result of 

regeneration) is a sovereign act of God. Moreover, those 
‘given up’ to the punishment of their sins maintain a 
certain character right to the end, and are confirmed 
in hell by a sinful self-choice.

Salvation is not Under our Control
We cannot command conversion. “Salvation is of 
the Lord.” (Jonah 2:9) Commenting on this fact, C.H. 
Spurgeon states boldly, “I do nothing whatever towards 
my own preservation except what God himself first 
does in me.” (Morning and Evening, February 26th) 
“All for sin could not atone; Thou must save and Thou 
alone”, said Toplady well. God will not change His plan, 
all that He desires shall come to pass; He knows no 
disappointment or frustration.

Not Everyone is Saved
This is not by accident, for God has “foreordained 
whatsoever comes to pass.” (Shorter Catechism, Q.7) 
We cannot add to the number of God’s elect (John 
6:37; 2 Tim. 2:19). We must accept that there are 
some people whom God has not intended to change. 
God “gave them up”. Who are they? They are those 
who have a “reprobate mind” (v.28), a mind which 
does not repent and does not trust in Christ. This is a 
mind which does not sincerely say, “Thy will be done”, 
but rather, “My will be done”. Such minds are not on 
the road to heaven; the mind of Christ is not in them 
(Phil. 2:5), and thus where Christ is they cannot come. 
God “gave them up”. To what? To themselves! Their 
minds are enslaved to the things of this creation, past 
and present (Rom. 1:25). They “mind earthly things” 
(Phil. 3:19), unable to look forward to heaven with that 
“good hope through grace” (2 Thess. 2:16). Every false 
hope is attached to some created thing or person and 
cannot outlast this attachment. The Christian is the 

only person who can die with hope, faith’s companion. 
Faith is hope looking forward.

The Final Number?
The number of the saved is a number only known to 
God; no man can number that multitude (Rev. 7:9). We 
must continue to bear witness to all persons of Christ 
and of the right way to heaven, even though the Lord 
says “few there be that find it.” (Matt. 7:14) “Duty is 
ours, the results lie with God.” (Spurgeon) Only God 
knows who shall be saved (Acts 2:47) and He knows 
already. A person may be religious, as the Jews were, 
but religion is not Christ. Christianity is a personal 
relationship with Christ, or it is nothing. As for those 
who cling to the law, and to their own opinions, God 
“gave them up” to their religious rebellion against 
His Son; Psalm 2 is quoted in Acts 4 against them. 
Meanwhile, as God’s witnesses, we must point all 
kinds of sinners to the Saviour. They cannot save 
themselves, and must pray for mercy, “for with the 
Lord there is mercy” (Ps. 130:7). The door to heaven 
is still open.

Our Response to this Fact
“How much I owe!” said Robert Murray M’Cheyne. “We 
are debtors to free grace”, said Samuel Rutherford. 
We are set free in time to be bound to Him eternally, 
saved to serve, and alive from the dead to glorify Him 
here and beyond. Believer, be thankful, be loving and 
living to Him (Ps. 116:1,2), who loved you and gave 
Himself for you (Gal. 2:20). “We do not understand His 
sovereignty, but it is HIS sovereignty!” (Spurgeon)

Many argue about God’s predestination instead 
of submitting to this fact. It is a fact, clearly revealed 
in Scripture. Moreover, Christ is still freely offered to 
sinners while still freely given to God’s elect. A man in 
Dr John Kennedy’s congregation complained to him, 
“According to what the Bible says, I have no inherent 
power to come to Christ, so what am I to do?” Dr 
Kennedy replied, “That is correct, so why do you not 
ask Him to bring you to Himself – He is after all the 
Saviour.”

NOT EVERY SINNER IS SAVED BY GOD
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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(Bridges [1794-1869] was a leading evangelical minister 
in the Church of England. This piece is taken from his 
‘Exposition of Psalm 119’ and has been edited.)

“My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me 
according to thy word.” (Psalm 119:25)

Sin is no trifle to a child of God. It is his greatest, 
heaviest sorrow. Thus David and Paul found it (Ps. 
38:4; Rom 7:24). And where is the believer who 

has not full sympathy with their complaints? To have a 
soul cleaving to the dust, and not to feel the trouble, is 
the black mark of a sinner, dead in sins – dead to God. 
To know the plague of our heart (1 Kings 8:38), to feel 
our misery, to believe and to apply the remedy (Rom. 
7:24,25), is the evidence of a child of God. Dust is the 
portion of the world; and they wish for no better. But 
that the soul of the child of God should continually cleave 
to the dust is most strange and humbling. Were it not 
that he abhors himself for the dust that cleaves to him, 
he would question the existence of a renewing change.

Earthliness of Soul
He knows what he ought to be, yet every attempt to 
rise is hindered by the clogging weight that keeps him 
down. It is the cleaving of his soul that is so painful. It 
is not like the bird of the morning that descends for a 
moment, and then soars his upward flight. It is more like 
the serpent, dust was to be his meat (Isa. 65:25) – as if 
the spiritual, heaven-born soul was to sink and grovel 
below. And then, much as the dust of the summer road 
blinds the eye, and obscures the prospect, how does 
this earthliness of soul darken the view of the Saviour, 
dim the eye of faith, and hide the glorious prospects, 
which, when beheld in the clear horizon, enliven the 
weary pilgrim on his heavenly way!

A Covenant to Plead
But this complaint is the language of humiliation, not of 
despondency. The believer carries it to the Lord. “Here 
I lie in the dust, without life or power. Oh! thou Saviour, 
who camest that I might have life, and that I might have 
it more abundantly (John 10:10) – quicken me. Breathe 
upon me thine own life, that I may rise from the dust, 

and cleave to thee.” This cry for quickening grace is the 
exercise of faith. We have a covenant to plead. Faith is 
the hand that takes hold of the promise – “according 
to thy word”. Can this word fail? Sooner shall heaven 
and earth pass away, than one jot or tittle pass (Luke 
21:33) from the engagements of a covenant-keeping 
God. “He is faithful that hath promised” (Heb. 10:23). 
The man who takes hold of this plea is a prince who 
has power with God, and prevails (Gen. 32:28).

Conflict with Sin
Let me sift the character of my profession. Is it an 
habitual, persevering, overcoming conflict with sin? 
Do I not sometimes indulge in fruitless bemoanings of 
my state, when I had far better be exercising myself in 
vigorous actings of grace? If I find my soul cleaving to 
the dust, am I not sometimes lying on my face (Josh. 
7:10), when I ought to be taking heaven by violence 
(Matt. 11:12), by importunate petitions for quickening 
grace? Are my prayers invigorated by confidence in the 
word of God? Oh! let me remember, that “they that wait 
upon the Lord” shall shake off the dust to which they 
have cleaved so long, and “shall mount up with wings 
as eagles” (Isa. 40:31), to take possession of their 
heavenly home!

A Precious Saviour
O Lord! make me more deeply ashamed, that my soul 
should cleave to the dust. Breathe upon me fresh 
influence from thy quickening Spirit. Help me to plead 
thy word of promise, and may every fresh view of my 
sinfulness, while it prostrates me in self-abasement 
before thee, be overruled to make the Saviour more 
precious to my soul. Defiled as I am in myself, in every 
service of my heart, what but the unceasing application 
of his blood, and the uninterrupted prevalence of his 
intercession, gives me a moment’s confidence before 
thee, or prevents the very sins that mingle with my 
prayers from sealing my condemnation? Blessed 
Saviour! It is nothing but thy everlasting merit, 
covering my person, and honouring my sacrifice, that 
satisfies the justice of an offended God, and restrains it 
from breaking forth as a devouring fire to consume me 
upon my very knees!

QUICKENING
CHARLES BRIDGES

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine” 
(Proverbs 17:22)

We all have aches and pains, especially 
heartaches. And we all like discussing pains 
and their remedies, anything to help us and 

others. This is because there is something wrong with 
every one of us; we all have some physical, mental or 
spiritual weakness that we have to bear with and carry 
within us through life each day. 

Restoring Grace
We are all below the peak of health, and we go down 
into weakness as we age, bent over with the burdens 
of life. Original Sin had an effect on the body, as well as 
on the mind, and it also separated us from communion 
with God. Restored communion through the suffering 
by Christ of the pain we deserve is the remedy (Ps. 
103:3) for those suffering from the effects of sin in the 
heart. Sadly, it is a remedy many never try.

This joy in the heart has an effect on the body; it 
does not take away all the pain but it has a lifelong 
power to subdue it. It is one thing to suffer without 
Christ and another to suffer while joined to Him by 
trust. It is a free remedy and we must go to Him for 
it.

Hope brings a Return to Health
To lose hope is to lose heart, and the body is dragged 
down in near-despair as a consequence. The hopeless 
person can never be a happy person. When grace is 
given, the process of spiritual health begins in the soul. 
A cheerful heart is not in itself the cure for sin but it 
results from forgiveness. This restored spiritual health 
affects not only the patient but those around him or 
her.

We may be having a hard time, and gloominess is 
contagious, but so is cheerfulness. An example is how 
Paul encouraged others in the prison (Acts 16) and in 
the storm (Acts 27). “Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice” 
says the Psalmist (Ps. 32:11); “be of good cheer”, said 

the Lord (Matt. 9:2). The reasons are in the Lord, and 
not in us. Faith is designed to look away from ourselves. 
God says to us, “Look unto me” (Isa. 45:22).

The Remedy Received
The remedy offered is within reach, if we have the faith 
to take it. Some “don’t believe it will work”, and so never 
make the trial. “This is just words”, they say. True, but 
we pray for God’s power to accompany His Word. If it 
does, there will be a change of heart, new for old. Many 
who have good bodily health still suffer because they 
have no peace of mind. They can do nothing to change 
this, but Christ can.

Some try to maintain a cheerful spirit by denying 
what they know to be true from the Bible, but Christ’s 
peace comes with believing the Truth and not without 
this. Also, those who go to great lengths to “have a good 
time” are often the most bored people on earth. There 
is nothing artificial about a cheerful heart. It is not a 
painted flower but a bloom from the seed of the Word 
implanted in the heart. This is an inner cause, and it 
becomes a bulwark against inward stresses which 
constantly arise throughout life.

The Christian has an optimism that comes from God 
and not from wishful thinking. Every life dedicated 
to Him is a cheerful life, and although there are “bad 
days”, there is always a “Nevertheless...”.

“It is a great mercy that God gives us leave to be cheerful 
and cause to be cheerful, especially if by his grace he 
gives us hearts to be cheerful.” – Matthew Henry

“True Christians have two advantages over the men of 
the world: they are happier now, and safer at last. There 
is more gladness put by a gracious God in a believing 
heart, than all that the worldly know even when their 
corn and wine abound the most. It would be a great 
attainment for themselves, and a great means of good 
to others, if the disciples of Christ in our day could let the 
hope which cheers their hearts also shine in their faces.” 
– William Arnot

GOOD MEDICINE FOR THE HEART
REV. JAMES CLARK

YOUTH FOCUS
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Youth Conference (Mr Kevin N. MacDonald)

Over the weekend from 14th-17th October it was 
encouraging to see a youth conference take place 
after several years without one. It took place in 

Ratagan, near Skye, which has stunning surroundings 
and a beautiful view of the Five Sisters of Kintail.

The speaker for the weekend was Rev. Thomas 
Budgen who delivered three talks under the heading 
‘Being a Christian: Conversion, Confession, Change’. 
He focused on Nicodemus on the Friday evening and 
Saturday morning and spoke in the evening on Christ’s 
statement to the disciples in Acts 1:8, “...and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me...”. The talks also had a section 
for discussion and questions which was well received 
and engaging. The nearby congregation of Lochalsh 
& Strath in Ardelve was encouraged to have the 
conference participants and cooks worship with them 
on the Lord’s Day. 

The group of 31 was made up of 16-25 year olds 
and it was encouraging to see them coming from both 
near and far to enjoy fellowship under the Word and 
with each other. It was also good to see people from 
other denominations support the conference.

All who were in attendance have said they enjoyed 
it and hope to see it happen again.

Subscriptions

A reminder that subscriptions to the magazine 
for 2023 are now due. Details of the annual 
subscription rates, which are unchanged 

from last year, are found on the inside front cover. 
Subscribers should receive subscription renewal and 
gift subscription forms with their December issue. 
We encourage you to renew your subscription to the 
magazine and also to consider taking out a half-price 
gift subscription for one or more friends. The cost of a 
gift subscription is £16.75. Please note that half-price 

CHURCH NEWS
gift subscriptions can only be taken out for individuals 
who have a UK address.

If required, further forms may be obtained from 
the Subscriptions Secretary, whose contact details will 
also be found on the inside front cover.

The Battle for Ethiopia: from Two Fronts to One 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 2 November 2022 the Ethiopian Government 
and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) signed an ‘Agreement for Lasting 

Peace Through a Permanent Cessation of Hostilities’. 
Encircled, depleted and without supply, the TPLF had 
little choice but to surrender. Now the difficult work of 
implementation (which includes disarming the TPLF) 
and negotiation (including over ‘contested areas’) 
begins. Please pray! Meanwhile, the Oromo Liberation 
Army (OLA) continues to wage terror across Oromia 
Regions mostly Christian north and west, targeting the 
Amhara minority. Numerous students, local officials 
and church leaders are currently being held hostage. 
In North Shewa Zone, security is so bad that churches 
have ceased services. Nine deacons abducted from a 
prayer meeting on 22 October remain missing, as do 
members of a church council abducted around the 
same time. Please pray.

Quote

“To repent is to change your mind about 
sin, and Christ, and all the great things of 
God. There is sorrow implied in this; but 

the main point is the turning of the heart from sin to 
Christ. If there be this turning, you have the essence of 
true repentance, even though no alarm and no despair 
should ever cast their shadow upon your mind.”
Charles H. Spurgeon

Rev. Thomas Budgen with attendees at the Youth Conference in Ratagan
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ADDRESS

THE PRINCIPLES AND NECESSITY OF 
REVIVAL (2) 
REV. WILLIAM MACLEOD

(The second and concluding part of the first address 
given at the Spring Conference in Inverness in April.)

Revivals in Church History

The Reformation of the sixteenth century was a 
remarkable revival. The spiritual darkness of 
the Middle Ages gave way to the bright light of a 

new dawn. Luther’s nailing of his Ninety-five Theses to 
the church door in Wittenberg was a great turning point 
for Christianity. The Scriptures were rediscovered in 
their truth and authority and preached with power. 
Justification by faith alone was proclaimed and the 
impossibility of salvation by works freely declared. 
Though persecution was horrendous, God protected 
the Protestant churches and thousands were truly born 
again. As John Knox said of the ministers of Scotland at 
the Reformation: “God gave His Holy Spirit to simple 
men in great abundance”. I love these words. Ordinary 
men do a great work because of the presence of the 
Spirit. All the glory must go to God. Though the work 
was largely suppressed in Southern Europe because 
of fearful persecution, the churches of northern and 
western Europe grew and flourished.

The seventeenth century saw further revivals among 
the Puritans and Covenanters. At the Kirk of Shotts in 
1630 it is reckoned that 500 were truly converted under 
the preaching of John Livingstone. The eighteenth 
century witnessed the Great Awakening in America and 
the Methodist Revival in Britain where God anointed 
the ministry of Whitefield and the Wesleys. The 
nineteenth century saw the Second Great Awakening, 
and then the revivals linked to William Chalmers Burns. 
Later a famous and international revival involving the 
conversions of hundreds of thousands on both sides 
of the Atlantic arose from a lunchtime prayer meeting 
begun in Fulton Street, New York in 1858. In 1904 there 
was a great revival in Wales. Sadly, apart from local 
revivals there has not been any major revival in the 
last 100 years in our country, though there have been 
movements of God’s Spirit in other lands, notably China 
and more recently Iran.

The Principles of Revival
1. Man cannot produce a revival no matter how hard 

he tries, and no matter what procedure he follows. 
This is the emphasis of Iain Murray’s book Revivals 
and Revivalism. Revivals are produced by God and 
revivalism is produced by man. Charles Finney’s 
methods produced results, but in the end man-made 
converts fall away. Modern evangelists from Moody 
and Sankey down till the time of Billy Graham certainly 
created a stir. They were able to gather thousands to 
great rallies and recorded many decisions. The results 
were massive but the true impact was minimal. While 
some were converted – because the gospel, though 
watered down, was preached – yet sadly many others 
were deceived into thinking that they were saved 
while still unregenerate. True revival is a work of God’s 
Spirit.

2. There is a duty upon all of us to pray for revival. 
We are encouraged by the words of Christ: “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:13) 
But even prayer cannot be done properly without 
God’s help. Prayer must be in the Spirit to be accepted: 
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance” 
(Eph. 6:18). This should not be seen as an excuse for 
laziness in prayer. We must pray for revival, and yet, to 
be heard, we need the Spirit to enable us truly to pray.

3.  We also have a duty to humble ourselves and 
repent if we wish to see revival. Sin and backsliding 
cause the Spirit to withdraw from us. He is grieved by 
our idols, divisions, hypocrisy and pride. When revival 
comes it normally comes with deep conviction of sin 
and many tears. This was particularly the case with 
the revival of 1910 in Korea. There was a tremendous 
sense of sin. People were overcome by it. They wept 
terribly for their sins and confessed their faults one to 
another. There was a radical change in their behaviour. 
Humiliation and repentance are appropriate with our 
prayers for revival. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18).

4. The Gospel has to be preached. Often in times of 
revival there is a rediscovery of justification by faith. 
The emptiness of good works is proclaimed and the 
necessity of the new birth is stressed. It is not new 



Free Church Witness 13Free Church Witness 13

ADDRESS / THE PRINCIPLES AND NECESSITY OF REVIVAL (2)

methods which we need but the clear, simple and 
earnest preaching of the word of God. “It pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe.” (1 Cor. 1:21) It is interesting to note that the 
old revivals were associated with the sound, solid 
preaching of the gospel. The 1859 revival laid more 
emphasis on prayer and sadly some of those involved 
became caught up in the Higher Critical Movement 
which was extremely destructive to the church. The 
1904 revival laid great emphasis on the singing of 
hymns. This again weakened the work and meant that 
the converts were less solid and less able to pass on 
their faith to their family and friends once the revival 
itself had passed.

5. Revival changes God’s people. It has a sanctifying 
effect. There is a new awareness of God and a love 
for Him. Conscious of the love of the Lord Jesus and 
His personal sacrifice for them, His people keep His 
commandments. There is a new striving after holiness. 
Worldly interests and entertainment lose their appeal. 
There is a great awareness of the brevity of time and 
the endlessness of eternity. Nothing seems to matter 
but the things of God. Church meetings, singing, prayer, 
Bible study and Christian fellowship are the things that 
now interest God’s people. There is a great concern for 
the salvation of family and friends.

6. Genuine revival not only impacts the church 
but also affects society. This can be seen clearly in 
the early nineteenth century revivals in Skye and 
Lewis. Though only a fraction of the population was 
converted the whole were affected. For example, the 
Sabbath used to be the day for sports and the selling 
of illicit liquor, but now the fear of God came down on 
the whole community. The Sabbath began to be strictly 
observed. The whole community became much more 
law abiding. It was said of Wales that the pit ponies 
took time to adjust, not knowing what to do, because 
they were used to receiving commands with swears. 
Now the swearing was gone from all. Policemen and 
judges had little to do. Crime was a fraction of what it 
had been in the past.

The Need for Revival
In my own lifetime of seventy years I have seen an 
accelerating decline in the churches. I grew up in 
the Isle of Lewis where the church of my youth was 
strong and lively. But how things have changed 
now! Lewis is becoming as godless as the rest of the 
nation with the desecration of the Sabbath and even 
so-called ‘gay pride’ processions. Across our nation, 
church attendance is a fraction of what it used to be. 
Christians’ lives can scarcely be distinguished from the 
world. Preaching has been watered down and there is 

little emphasis on sin and the wrath of God. Seldom 
do you see anyone weeping under the preaching of the 
word. The fear of man and political correctness has 
entered the church. The unconverted are either full 
atheists, rejecting belief in God, or practical atheists, 
who live as if there was no God. The church has laid 
such emphasis on the love of God that the ungodly are 
sure that if there is a God then some way or other they 
will get to heaven. The mainline churches are dead. 
The Charismatic and evangelical churches are centres 
of musical entertainment. The better churches are 
divided over minor matters of tradition and culture. 
The church in Britain and Europe is dying.

Is there any hope? Yes, there certainly is, but it is not 
in man. We look up to the throne. We rejoice that God 
reigns (Ps. 97:1). The future of the church is in God’s 
hands. Christ said, “I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18) God 
transformed the apostles from frightened fishermen 
to mighty evangelists. He changed Saul of Tarsus from 
a persecutor into a church planter. He transformed the 
ancient pagan world of the Roman empire into Christian 
nations. He resurrected the dead medieval church into a 
mighty reformed church. God is almighty.

We need God to come again in revival. We now live 
in a global village with good means of communication 
across the world. Oh that the Lord would come again 
in mighty international revival! “Let God arise, let 
his enemies be scattered” (Ps. 68:1). “Awake, awake, 
put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the 
ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it 
that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?” (Isa. 
51:9) “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear” 
(Isa. 59:1). Let us pray earnestly for revival. “I have set 
watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall 
never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not silence, And give him 
no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth.” (Isa. 62:6,7) “O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make known; in wrath remember mercy.” (Hab. 3:2)

“He transformed 
the ancient pagan 
world of the Roman 
empire into Christian 
nations.”



December 202214

MISSIONS

BRAGA CONFERENCE REPORT
REV. TIMOTHY J. MCGLYNN

In July Rev. Bill Scott asked me if I would give some 
lectures in Braga, Portugal, on 28th & 29th October. 
When I agreed, he responded with a quick “Muy 

bien” (“Very good”) and a sincere “Gracias a Dios” 
(“Thanks be to God”). With that it was settled.

‘Sola Scriptura’
The subject of the Conference was the Biblical principle 
of ‘Sola Scriptura’ (Scripture Alone), which lies at the 
heart of Reformed doctrine and practice. There were 
to be five lectures and a sermon on the Lord’s Day 
morning, with Rev. Jorge Ruiz as the other speaker. 
Portuguese hearers can generally understand about 
90% of what a Spanish speaker says if the speaker is 
clear and slow in his delivery, so there was no need 
for a translator when Pastor Ruiz was speaking. 
Thankfully, Pedro Figueiredo, who works for an IT firm 
in Northern Ireland and lived in Belfast for about two 
years, was a first-class translator for my lectures.

Lectures
The Conference was opened on Friday evening by 
Senhor Heraldo Almeida giving a warm welcome. 
The first lecture set the foundation by looking at ‘The 
Inspiration and Preservation of the Scriptures’. The 
fact of Divine Revelation, both ‘General’ and ‘Special’, 
was touched on, before proceeding to the main body of 
the lecture. Inspiration, both ‘Verbal’ and ‘Plenary’, was 
set forth, and the witness of Jesus and the testimony 
of the Scriptures in both Testaments considered more 
fully. Finally, the biblical basis and logical necessity of 
the divine preservation of the Scriptures was set forth. 
After the lecture we enjoyed a time of fellowship.

On Saturday around 35-40 people gathered, with a 
light breakfast available prior to the start at 10.30am. 
Rev. Jorge Ruiz lectured on ‘The Sufficiency of the 
Scriptures’ for a little over an hour. After a short interval 
I proceeded to deal with the subject of the ‘Cessation 
of the Extraordinary Gifts of the New Testament’ until 
lunchtime. We went next door to a restaurant where 
we enjoyed excellent food and warm fellowship. In the 
afternoon Rev. Jorge Ruiz lectured on ‘Is Prophecy in 
the New Testament Fallible? and I followed with ‘The 
Scriptures and the Regulative Principle of Worship’.

Visitors
Throughout the Conference there were some pastors 
from other congregations, which increased the sense 
of privilege and responsibility given to the speakers. 

Pastor José Roberto da Silva and his wife Ivone were 
present. I had the opportunity to speak with them 
during the meal, along with the translator and his 
parents, which was a blessed time. It was a delight to 
renew acquaintance with the Ruiz family in the lovely 
accommodation provided by the congregation. Sadly, 
due to three days and nights of torrential rain, we were 
unable to enjoy the external areas of the property.

Due to elections in Brazil, there would only be one 
service on the Lord’s Day rather than the usual two, 
taken by Pastor Ruiz. Brazilian nationals of voting 
age are legally required to participate (wherever 
they happen to be in the world at the time) when an 
election takes place. The overwhelming majority in the 
Braga congregation are from Brazil and had to travel to 
Porto. The result was being announced as I departed: 
it was not the one many of the brethren had hoped. 
Nevertheless, our eyes are towards God and not men.

Reflections
As I returned to Scotland, I considered the short time I 
had spent in Portugal. It was a delight to be with such 
sincere and zealous believers; even the rain could not 
dampen their warmth. It was a privilege to declare the 
Word of God to them, seeking to stand for the truth of 
God in a dark and difficult day. The last words spoken 
to me as I left were “Via con Dios!” which is a prayer for 
us all: “Go with God”.

Rev. Jorge Ruiz addressing the Conference
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AN INCREASING TYRANNY

The Scottish Book Trust

Scottish culture is on a trajectory which is 
influencing every aspect of life. It is now evident 
in the Scottish Book Trust, a charity which began 

in 1998. In earlier decades the Trust was seen as a 
relatively benign means of promoting literature, reading 
and writing, but not any longer. It appears to have a new 
mission to propagandise on behalf of a radical ideology 
and strangle any who hold contrary views.

In November the Trust issued an updated code of 
conduct to 600 writers on its Live Literature Register, 
informing them that they must sign the new code if 
they wish to remain on the register. The new code 
states: “We oppose all forms of bigotry, including (but 
not limited to) ableism, sexism, racism, transphobia, 
homophobia, ageism, classism, xenophobia, language 
discrimination and intolerance to people of any religion 
or faith.” The poetess and children’s author Magi Gibson, 
who has refused to sign the new code, tweeted: “this is 
bureaucratic overreach into Morality Clause territory – 
and that should sound alarms for writers, and society.”

The reference to ‘transphobia’ – an issue that is 
being weaponised in a way that stifles free speech 
– has caused the greatest concern. Will writers not 
subscribing to ‘gender identity theory’ now be unable 
to obtain paid work with the Trust? This is not mere 
speculation, for the next section of the new code states: 
“An affiliate’s conduct outside the ambit of Scottish 
Book Trust programme activities is normally a matter 
for the individual....However, when presented with 
clear and unambiguous evidence of serious public 
misconduct, we reserve the right to address that 
misconduct, even if not committed on Scottish Book 
Trust time, if in our view that misconduct...is clearly 
bigoted or discriminatory, as defined above.”

This is an example of ‘compelled speech’. 
Interestingly, 88 per cent of the Trust’s income for 
2020-21 came from the Scottish government, with its 
extreme policy on gender. Unless it is found to be illegal, 
the code will effectively bludgeon Scottish writers into 
submission. Christians have no interest in promoting 
anything contrary to truth, decency and honesty, but 
it is significant that even the ungodly are feeling the 
impact of the new tyranny. The loss of the Gospel has 
unintended consequences, among them the loss of 
liberty. The Puritan Thomas Brooks rightly stated that 
when the Jews slighted the Gospel, and turned their 
backs on it, they quickly became bondslaves to the 
Romans.

SPEAKING WITH GRACE

A privilege and a challenge

Aneglected truth is that Christ suffered and died 
to redeem our bodies as well as our souls. His 
purpose was to make them temples of the 

Holy Ghost, in which God would be glorified (1 Cor. 
6:19,20). As we strive to honour the Lord with our 
whole being, we must not forget the importance of 
our tongues. Though it is a “little member”, the tongue 
boasts “great things” (James 3:5). It should be used 
for good and not for evil, to bless and not to curse. 
“Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with 
salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every 
man.” (Col. 4:6)

To use our lips to glorify God is a great privilege. 
Perhaps we once used our tongues to break the third 
commandment by taking God’s name in vain. We 
spoke ignorantly and profanely, with sinful oaths and 
cursings. Now by grace we are able to sing the Lord’s 
praises, call upon Him in prayer and even proclaim His 
word. Likewise we broke the ninth commandment, 
bearing false witness against our neighbour. We sought 
to wound others with our words, and were not slow to 
find fault, spread gossip and tell lies. Now by grace we 
can edify and encourage others, especially our fellow 
Christians.

To use our lips to glorify God is a great challenge, 
because the mouth is the outlet of the heart. Given “the 
sin which doth so easily beset us” (Heb. 12:1), it is all 
too easy for our speech to betray us, as Peter’s once 
did (Matt. 26:72-74). It is also the case that we live 
in a world which for the most part does not want to 
hear of God, Christ, sin or salvation. To be silent when 
we should speak up for our Saviour is one of our most 
frequent failings. We should be like the Psalmist, “I will 
declare what he hath done for my soul” (Ps. 66:16), and 
like Paul, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ” 
(Rom. 1:16).

As believers we ought to take great care over the 
way in which we speak of anything whereby God 
makes Himself known. When we refer to the world 
we live in we should speak of creation, not of ‘nature’. 
When we refer to events in our world we should talk of 
providence, never of ‘fortune’ or ‘luck’. When we testify 
of our hope for the world to come, we should speak of 
Christ rather than our ‘Christianity’. In these ways we 
may use our tongues to point our fellow sinners to the 
Lord. 

“And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness 
and of thy praise all the day long.” (Ps. 35:28)

COMMENT
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The ‘Glorious Revolution’ (1688-90) was anything 
but certain in relation to Scotland. There was 
much that could have gone wrong. From the 

very outset, while welcoming the defeat of James VII 
and the victory of William of Orange, Presbyterians 
wondered about the future. The torturous legislative 
programme, the anti-presbyterian lobbying and the 
eventual establishment of Presbyterianism after much 
delay, all contributed to a certain anxiety for the future 
of the Kirk.

There were those who claimed the Kirk was in 
the pocket of the State, while others said the State 
was in the pocket of the Kirk. Neither was true. It 
has also suited others to allege that the Revolution 
Church was prepared to ‘trim its sails’ as the occasion 
demanded. This is also unfounded. In fact, the Kirk was 
fully prepared to resist anything that undermined its 
intrinsic power and authority.

While Parliament finally established Presbyterianism 
in 1690, there was an uneasy relationship between King 
and Kirk. It was noted that William was “ostensibly 
a Presbyterian stalwart”, yet he was keen to have 
Episcopalians within the Scottish established Church. 
That desire would lead to a crisis in 1692.

Presbyterian Sermons
What Presbyterians wanted, indeed demanded, is 
evident in numerous sermons. One thing is immediately 
clear: at no time did they either whitewash, ignore or 
reinterpret their past. To the contrary, they gloried in 
it, asserting not only that the Church had walked in 
conformity to the covenants but that it continued to do 
so. To reinforce their stance, Presbyterians publicised 
the once-banned book Naphtali (or The Wrestlings of 
the Church of Scotland for the Kingdom of Christ, From 
the Beginning of the Reformation of Religion Unto the 
Year, 1667), written anonymously by the lawyer Sir 
James Stewart (1635-1713) and covenanter minister 
James Stirling.

Three sermons preached by Presbyterian ministers 
to the nobility, including members of Parliament, 
in April and May 1690 illustrate the Presbyterian 
position. George Meldrum (1634-1709), a prominent 
covenanter and minister at Kilwinning, preached on 
27th April, on Psalm 137:5,6. He made it very clear 
to the nobility that their duty was “to go forward 

zealously in settling the Government of the Church of 
Christ, according to His own appointment.” He warned 
them to be wary of those who were attempting to 
prejudice others against Presbyterial Government by 
their pamphlets, representing it as “a yoke and rigid”.

John Spalding (1651-99), minister at Kirkcudbright, 
preached on 11th May, on 1 Chronicles 12:32. He told the 
nobility that they were to set an example of crucifying 
the idol of self, that nothing stand in competition with 
Christ and his truth. They had Christ’s crown and glory 
in their hands, but if they took away or suffered one 
jewel to be lost or stolen, then they would lose not only 
their estates and lives but their own souls also. On the 
day of judgement, they would be asked one question: 
what justice or vote did they give to Christ and his 
afflicted Church in the first Parliament of William 
and Mary in Scotland? They must be wary of three 
hindrances to Reformation, namely sinful security, 
secret treachery and carnal policy.

Gilbert Rule (c.1629-1701), a minister in Edinburgh 
and Principal of Edinburgh University, preached on 
25th May, on Isaiah 2:2. He emphasised that a well 
Reformed Church is a greater glory with God than a 
flourishing Kingdom. To have a Reformed Church in 
Scotland was greater than making Scotland richer and 
more splendid than her neighbours. Rule went on to 
reject Popery and Prelacy, calling for the equality of 
Church and State under the kingship of Christ. The 
goal was a Church sound in doctrine and pure in 
ordinances, having a godly ministry and a government 
taken from Christ’s institution and following apostolic 
practice and advancing holiness. Rule was careful to 
set out the necessity of a settled Kirk and Parliament. 
The demand was simple: not an ‘Erastian’ Church, over 
which the State has supremacy in spiritual matters, but 
an Established Church as required by Christ, distinct 
from the State and secure in its spiritual independence.

Episcopalian Resistance
Scottish Episcopalians did all they could to hinder 
a Presbyterian settlement. A number of things 
worked against them. First, they were divided among 
themselves. The majority (Jacobites) were against 
William, refusing to accept him as King, while a minority 
(Williamites) were for him. The former were more 
organised but the latter had no central leadership. The 
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Jacobites stubbornly refused to reject James, despite his 
Romanism. It was that ‘disloyalty’ which contributed 
most to them not getting any concessions from 
King William. In their sermons these Episcopalians 
denounced both William and Presbyterians, who by 
contrast reminded the King of both their own loyalty 
and the Episcopalians’ disloyalty.

Second, Scottish Episcopalians tended to lobby in 
England, focusing on Westminster. By overlooking 
the Scottish Parliament they effectively undermined 
their position. It is no surprise that the stronghold of 
Episcopacy was Aberdeen. Such was the opposition 
from Jacobite Episcopalians that the General Assembly 
did not gain full control of all parishes until 1720!

Admitting Episcopalians?
Upon what basis were Episcopalians to be admitted into 
the Kirk? King William was predisposed towards the 
Scottish Episcopalians, desiring their incorporation into 
the newly-established Presbyterian Church. This came 
to a head in 1692, in letters sent by William to both 
Episcopalians and Presbyterians. The result was a clash, 
the central issue being whether Presbyterians would 
accept imposition of ministers by the State or not?

The Presbyterian policy was simple: there was 
to be no such acceptance. This was proven over the 
admission of Episcopalian ministers to the General 
Assembly. William’s advice to the Assembly was to 
show “moderation”, but this was resisted, until a clear 
and unambiguous process was agreed. The Kirk was 
prepared to face a monarch’s wrath, should there be any, 
in order to protect itself. Only after the Kirk was satisfied 
it was free of Erastian domination were Episcopalians 
admitted in any number, and that upon its own terms.

The doughty John Bell (1676-1707), minister at 
Gladsmuir in East Lothian, defended the Revolution 
Settlement while being opposed to the Act of Union of 
1707. In his diary he records regarding the divisions 
over the proposed Union: “we considered…what we owe 
to ourselves, & know too well the profound respect due 
to the memory of our Glorious Deliverer King William 
to let any such address transport us so far as to break 
with the present establishment, or listen to any thing 
unfit to be offered by us to his successor Queen Ann.” Bell 
is clear: the Revolution Settlement and the spiritual 
independence of the Church were too important to 
lose, regardless of political promises.

King William gave assurances that he had no 
intention of either protecting or imposing “scandalous, 
erroneous, or supinely negligent ministers” – 
assurances which he reiterated to the 1692 Assembly. 
The Kirk decided for itself who such scandalous 
ministers were. The stance of the Assembly and its 

representatives towards those Episcopalians who 
applied for acceptance while refusing the legitimacy of 
that very Assembly and its Presbyterianism, indicates 
the Assembly’s anti-Erastian approach.

The Club
Into the mix of ecclesiastical and political politics came 
a group commonly referred to as ‘The Club’. The delay 
in settling the Church in Scotland can in large part be 
laid at the feet of this parliamentary group, who were 
determined to delay the settlement of the Church in 
order to gain parliamentary concessions for Scotland. 
Its leading members were Sir James Montgomerie of 
Annandale, Duncan Forbes of Culloden, Patrick Hume 
and Lord Ross.

The Club made up more than half of the members of 
the Scottish Parliament. Their underlying fear was that 
if the Church question were settled, Parliament would 
be adjourned permanently. The ‘Club’ drew up a raft of 
legislative programmes which contributed greatly to 
the delay. That a settlement was eventually achieved 
in line with Presbyterian demands is remarkable.

Political Machinations
One particular smear against the Kirk and Parliament 
was the allegation that Parliament was in the hands 
of the clergy. This is to misread the situation entirely. 
While many ruling elders sat in Parliament, the Kirk 
itself was distinct from Parliament, to the extent that the 
Kirk would not do anything to jeopardise the place of 
the Kirk, regardless of the political consequences. That 
is borne out by the 1692 crisis. Further, the ongoing 
Jacobite threat served to keep the Kirk alert to political 
manoeuvring that could harm either the Presbyterian 
establishment or the spiritual independence of the Kirk.

The ‘shopping list’ of Presbyterians, with a few 
exceptions, was delivered by the Revolution Settlement. 
It was a settlement that disappointed Episcopal and 
Jacobite opponents, went beyond what William and 
Erastian-inclined Presbyterians would have preferred, 
and satisfied outspoken Presbyterian ministers such as 
John Willison (1680-1750) of Dundee.

These are Willison’s comments on the Settlement: 
“Surely then we must own that these were not small 
things which King William and his parliament did for this 
poor church when lying in the dust. Some at a distance 
may make light of them, because everything was not 
done they would have had; but surely Christians of 
solid judgement, and these who groaned so long under 
the heavy bondage and sufferings of those times, were 
made to acknowledge with thankfulness, that it was the 
Lord’s right hand that turned again the captivity of our 
Zion.” (A Fair and Impartial Testimony)
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Smeaton’s lectures on revival – Suitableness of 
Erskine’s Writings to a Period of Religious Revival and 
especially The Improvement of Revival Time, make one 
yearn for what we know so little of today. This is an 
excellent book.
Rev. John Macleod

How Shall They Hear: Why non-
preachers need to know what 
preaching is
Ryan M. McGraw, Evangelical 
Press, pbk, 150pp, £8.99

In this book Ryan McGraw does 
a service to the Church and 
every Christian by explaining 

preaching and why every Christian 
has a vested interest in it. He has addressed an issue 
where there is widespread ignorance. The book is not 
a manual on preaching and is not written for preachers; 
rather it is telling believers what they need to know.

In the first six chapters McGraw addresses: (1) what 
preaching is; (2) why it is necessary; (3) how it should 
be done; (4) the proper aims in preaching; (5) the 
Spirit’s aims in preaching; (6) how preaching relates 
to the Trinity. The next three chapters deal with the 
proper methods of preaching Christ and are followed 
by five chapters covering important questions. Any 
believer who reads this book will get a clear, Biblical 
understanding of preaching. 

Chapters 1-6 expound specific Bible passages, 
which operate as the ground for what McGraw says. 
This gives his study substance, for we are learning 
truth. We note the distinction he makes between 
preaching that is Christ-centred and preaching that is 
Christ-only. Too much preaching is the latter, which is 
an error. The chapter on Trinitarian preaching is also 
essential reading. We also note his insistence upon 
devotional, exegetical and ‘redemptive-historical’ 
preaching (preaching that regards Old Testament 
passages more as revelations of the coming Saviour 
than as moral examples).

Each chapter concludes with study questions. Like 
the rest of the book they are carefully thought out. 
The final chapter is an appendix on Following Sermon 
Structure – a reminder that preachers need to preach 
a fully thought out sermon to enable those in the pew 
to understand the passage being preached. On average 
the chapters are less than ten pages long and easily 
digestible. There is a select bibliography and endnotes.

Overall, an important book. Recommended.
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

Sermons and Addresses of George Smeaton
John W. Keddie (ed.), Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 
328pp, £13.00

This book, edited by Rev. John Keddie, contains 
writings which have been gathered from 
various sources. It comprises sermons, lectures 

and shorter writings which are wide ranging in their 
contents. Mr Keddie has prefaced the book with a 
fine biographical sketch of their author, Rev. George 
Smeaton (1814-89), one of the most notable Scottish 
theologians of the nineteenth century.

Doctrinal sermons include 
Immanuel, which centres on the 
incarnation and on the glory 
of Christ as the only but all-
sufficient Mediator between God 
in His holiness and us in our total 
depravity; The Lord’s Jealousy 
against Backsliders Consistent 
with His Unchanging Love, 
based on Psalm 89:30-33; and 
A Witnessing Church – A Church 

Baptised with the Holy Spirit, showing that no church 
can experience witnessing power without an effusion 
of the Holy Spirit. “Nothing”, says Smeaton, “will 
strike the heart of this callous age but new holiness in 
believers’ lives...and the spectacle of men glowing with 
love to the Lord, openly separating from the world.”

In The Real Presence of Christ in the Midst of His People, 
Smeaton writes of the need of the gracious presence of 
Christ to fill ordinances with all their attractive fragrance 
and power and of the responsibilities of ministers 
and of congregations to that end. These sermons are 
thoroughly reformed in their character, full of Christian 
fervour and are characterised alike by purity of diction 
and breadth of scholarship. They touch head and heart.

The latter half of the book contains chapters around 
the pastor, such as The True Preacher, A Faithful Minister 
of Christ and The Confessing of Christ before Men, and 
the Promised Reward. It is clear from these chapters 
that Smeaton was one who had a true pastor’s heart 
and that he was full of extraordinary devotion for the 
church. Here is a sample from The Confessing of Christ 
before Men: “The blessedness of the beatific vision 
consists of contemplating the perfections of God, and 
the persons of the Trinity, in their unity and distinction. 
Such a view must be transporting to a creature, when 
it affords eternal satisfaction to God Himself.”

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ayr    
Ballyclare & Doagh     
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Oct 2021
£

18,500
21,811
31,116
21,117

9,600
102,143

19,148
15,514

8,808
18,094
61,564

9,221
10,030
14,800

2,008
20,514
30,580
23,072
17,833

6,260
134,317

17,821
20,234
16,829
14,925
27,553
82,639

180,001

19,472
6,985

25,278
24,278
22,944
98,956

985

577,966

31,683
0

609,649

141,075
468,575

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2022

£

0
0
0
0

7,509
7,509

0
5,730

225
0

5,955

0
0
0
0
0
0

10,000
0
0

10,000

0
0
0

2,958
415

0
3,373

278
0

640
820

1,230
2,968

0

29,804

0
0

29,804

2,663
27,142

Total to Oct 2022
£

19,500
22,219
30,864
22,470
9,720

104,773

2,517
16,349
9,208

15,589
43,662

8,599
13,165
13,915
2,450

21,613
26,409
23,398
13,221
2,500

125,269

18,135
21,673
16,376
15,374
27,162
88,368

187,088

19,010
4,800

27,419
24,407
27,503

103,139

995

564,925

50,404
0

615,329

144,408
470,921

Oct 2022
£

1,950
5,223
7,700
5,198

975
21,047

1,225
5,277

0
2,006
8,508

2,166
2,568
1,100

455
4,346
6,159
5,398
2,609

0
24,800

2,255
4,799
2,927
3,529
4,987

15,349
33,846

4,159
500

5,677
6,377
5,100

21,812

0

110,013

7,217
0

117,230

68,841
48,389

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 

January     February
8    St Louis    19  Stornoway
22  Atlanta    26  Harris
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“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full.”

1 John 1:3-4

Rev. Timothy McGlynn addressing the recent conference in Braga, Portugal


