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In this life, we must belong to two kingdoms, one 
spiritual and the other temporal. Spiritually we 
are either in the kingdom of Satan or the kingdom 

of Christ, but there are many earthly kingdoms, and 
in which of them we live out our days is a matter of 
divine providence. We should be thankful if we have 
been born in a country where there is liberty rather 
than oppression, and especially if we are privileged 
to enjoy the freedom to worship God according to His 
word and hear the gospel of our salvation.

For centuries the United Kingdom has been such a 
land. We are blessed as a people in that Christianity 
is recognised as our national religion, lying as it does 
at the heart of a remarkable relationship in which 
four constituent countries with their own historic 
identities make up one sovereign state. As we have 
been reminded by recent events, the chief symbol of 
this bond is our monarchy. It is worth reflecting on 
this, with the aim that our thoughts may be directed to 
the One who is “higher than the kings of the earth” (Ps. 
89:27), and before whom we must all one day appear.

The Queen’s Passing
The death of Queen Elizabeth II has been keenly felt, as 
it was bound to be. Because of her long reign, and the 
fact that it coincided with the burgeoning of the mass 
media, although few of us had met her we all felt that 
we knew her. Her manner belonged to a former and 
generally better age, and her strong sense of vocation, 
commitment to her duties and devotion to her subjects 
earned her respect and affection that few leaders enjoy. 
Her words always seemed well chosen, and free from 
any idea of self-importance. Those who met her have 
been recounting her warmth and the genuine interest 
she had in people.

Our modern monarchy is something of a paradox. 
In theory, its reach is vast and its power is great. 
When she died, the Queen was head of state of fifteen 
countries and head of a Commonwealth to which a 
further thirty-one countries belong. These countries 
comprise a fifth of the world’s land area and a third 
of its population, yet the reality is that they are all 
independent states, the monarch’s role in their affairs 
being almost entirely ceremonial. Even in the UK itself, 
the monarchy is constitutional in the way it functions. 

By convention, most of its powers are ceded to 
Parliament. There are no royal decrees. The Sovereign 
reigns, but does not rule.

The New Monarch
The crown passed from Queen Elizabeth II to King 
Charles III. It did so at the very moment of the Queen’s 
death, for in a hereditary monarchy there is no interval 
between sovereigns, the continuity being expressed 
traditionally by the proclamation, “The King is dead. 
Long live the King!” At the formal proclamation of his 
accession to the throne, our new monarch, who has 
the title ‘Defender of the Faith’, swore as is customary 
to “inviolably maintain and preserve the Settlement of 
the true Protestant Religion”, as established by laws 
made in Scotland between 1689 and 1707, before the 
Union with England. We should ask God to make the 
King a true “nursing father” of Christ’s church (Isa. 
49:23), favouring it with his wholehearted support 
and protection.

All civil power is from God. Kings, and those who 
serve under them in matters of state, are subject to the 
same law that governs all mankind – God’s moral law. 
In his last words, King David recalled how the Rock of 
Israel had said to him, “He that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God.” (2 Sam. 23:3) We 
must pray that our new monarch would govern in such 
a way that we may lead “a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.” (1 Tim. 2:1,2) These aspects 
of the throne, largely ignored today, have much greater 
importance to us all than the ceremony and other 
trappings of the monarchy.

The Coronation Oath
Only a monarch professing personal faith in Christ 
can be expected to fulfil these obligations. If the Lord 
spares our King, his coronation will take place at 
some point next year. We hope that he will take the 
same Oath as was administered to the Queen in 1953, 
which included the following questions: Will you to 
the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of God 
and the true profession of the Gospel? Will you to the 
utmost of your power maintain in the United Kingdom 
the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law? 
Before she signed the Oath, the Queen kneeled and 
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placed her right hand on the Bible, saying, “The things 
which I have here before promised, I will perform and 
keep. So help me God.”

Sadly, the Queen fell short of her promises by 
meeting five popes, and most seriously by inviting 
Pope Benedict XVI to undertake a state visit to the UK 
in 2010. It was concerning that after he had assumed 
the throne, King Charles told an invited group of ‘faith 
leaders’ at Buckingham Palace that he understands it 
to be the Sovereign’s duty “to protect the diversity of 
our country, including by protecting the space for Faith 
itself and its practice through the religions, cultures, 
traditions and beliefs to which our hearts and minds 
direct us as individuals.” He said that this ‘diversity’ is 
also enjoined by his own faith and that his Christian 
beliefs “have love at their very heart”, yet he said 
nothing about Christ Himself and His exclusive claims.

The Eternal King
What should be said about Christ? He is the perfect King, 
excelling all earthly monarchs, the “King of kings” (Rev. 
17:14) whom we are all destined to meet. He is God’s 
only begotten Son, sharing the eternal throne with the 
Father and the Spirit. He has His own kingdom as the 
Mediator between God and men, and to establish it He 
became a Servant, leaving the ivory palaces of glory, 
becoming one of us, and becoming obedient to the 
cursed death of the cross (Phil. 2:7,8). Never did any 
king humble himself as Christ did, giving His life as a 
ransom for many. He did it for poor, unworthy people 
who were lost in their sins and deserved nothing but 
divine wrath.

The kingdoms of this world all fail eventually 
because their foundations are in man, but Christ’s 
kingdom will ultimately fill the whole earth (Dan. 
2:34,35). His kingdom is “not of this world” (John 
18:36), being heavenly and spiritual. His kingdom is 
the church, which was chosen in Him in eternity as His 
bride and body, and which in time He purchased with 
His precious blood. Christ is not a mere figurehead, like 
so many earthly kings. He is the mighty, conquering, 
risen Head of the church, giving eternal life to His 
people, who were otherwise dead in trespasses and 
sins and headed for everlasting destruction.

A Gracious Kingdom
We need to meet this King in this life. Christ has 
ascended on high, to sit on the throne of the universe, 
and from there He bestows upon men the benefits of 
His redeeming work. He told the Pharisees that His 
kingdom “cometh not with observation” (Luke 17:20). 
The self-righteous do not recognise it and the worldly 
do not want it, but Christ is King of grace and gives His 
salvation to whom He will. He establishes His kingdom 

in men’s hearts, extending it through the means of 
grace so that it becomes evident to them that they are 
under His kindly rule.

The sceptre of Christ’s kingdom is righteousness. 
The law of God condemns us, but in mercy, Christ 
holds out His sceptre to sinners! By the intervention 
of Christ’s righteousness, believers are justified freely 
by God and pardoned when they sin. This grace does 
not mean that the ten commandments are abolished 
for Christians: they are the rule of our obedience. 
Christ’s subjects, like their King, love righteousness 
and hate wickedness (Ps. 45:7), as defined by these 
commandments. “If Christ is your King, then His laws 
and His sceptre must rule all within you. You must 
acknowledge no foreign power; that would be treason.” 
(Richard Alleine)

A Glorious Kingdom
One by one believers in Christ, having forgiveness for 
their sins and walking in God’s ways, are gathered into 
heaven where Christ is crowned with glory and honour. 
There His people out of every nation on earth “sit 
down in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13:29), reclining 
as though at a meal: this is “the marriage supper of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). The heavenly kingdom is a banquet 
of holy love, involving fellowship of the closest and 
sweetest kind. The apostle John, “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved”, had a foretaste of this glory when he leant 
on the Saviour’s bosom at the last supper (John 13:23).

This blessedness begins at the gospel table. What 
a feast is spread for sinners there! Do we have an 
appetite for this heavenly food? For Christ the bread 
of life? In the gospel promise of salvation, there is “an 
exceeding weight of glory: and he that hath it shall be 
made a king, and shall have that glory that will never 
fade.” (Thomas Hooker) May this crown be ours, 
through Christ the King.

“O all ye kingdoms of the earth,
     sing praises to this King;
For he is Lord that ruleth all,
     unto him praises sing.” 
  (Ps. 68:32, metrical)
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For Christ the bread 
of life?”
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“I have set the Lord always before me” (Psalm 16:8)

David had been shown the “path of life”. He was 
on it and was praying to be kept on it. It was 
prayer according to God’s promise, as our 

prayers should be. He kept his mind not only on his 
destination (v.11) but on the Person He was following. 
Many, alas, have the knowledge of this path but not 
the practice to sincerely begin to follow Christ on that 
path. What do Scripture and experience teach us about 
setting the Lord always before us?

It is to set the eyes of faith on Christ and not the 
eyes of the body. “The eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened” (Eph. 1:18). There is much to 
distract us in this world; that is a fact. But do we really 
feel guilty about taking our eyes off Christ? How much 
is He in our thoughts, in the ‘mind’s eye’? It is strange 
that although He is so essential to our life (Col. 3:4), 
we seem to be consciously able to live without Him 
sometimes. However, it is good to give the mind a jolt 
and realise again our priorities, and to pray to get back 
on course again. The difficulty for us is that second 
things always want to be first things.

Nearness to God is seldom accomplished against 
a noisy background. Elijah heard “a still small voice” 
on mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:12): it is usually in 
quietness that we have our best thoughts and our best 
meditations, especially in the quietness of prayer. It is 
wrong to think we have to ‘feel’ a certain emotion in 
order to be near to God; being near and feeling near are 
two different things. Holiness is a matter of obedience 
from the heart, not a matter of feelings. In heaven we 
are at our closest point to the Saviour because we 
are at the apex of holiness. Perfect holiness is perfect 
happiness.

Nearness to God requires imitation. To set the 
Lord before you is to be on the same path (Amos 
3:3), that you are heartily engaged in the purpose 
of imitation (2 Cor. 3:18). God’s aim for us is 
conformity: is it ours? (Rom. 8:29) The difficulty is 
in the “always”, fulfilling your calling constantly and 
consistently. This takes self-discipline, honest self-
examination for failures, and trust for the future; that 
despite failures your pursuit of holiness is a sincere 
“endeavour” (Shorter Catechism, Q.87). The measure 
of our growth in sanctification is not a mere adding 

to our knowledge, but how much more our character 
approximates to that of Christ. It is indeed a case of 
‘Follow my Leader’.

The danger of running ahead. If you are setting the 
Lord before you, you are following Him from behind. 
Few people are free from doing things on impulse. 
They often justify these actions, no matter how 
reckless or disobedient they are to Scripture. Some say 
they were ‘moved’ to do it, others had a dream, and 
so on. But to act without Scriptural assurance that it is 
right (“whatsoever is not of faith is sin” – Rom. 14:23), 
is actually to be self-motivated and self-convinced. It 
is too easy to say pious things which really amount 
to saying, “God made me do it”, and thus escape all 
responsibility. “Let us not run ahead of God”, as an old 
divine said. Spurgeon also gave good advice when he 
said, “If you don’t know what to do, don’t do it.”

The consequences of putting God first. For 
ourselves, it is safe because it is the right way to follow 
Him. It is a privilege and a blessing to do those things 
that please Him (John 8:29; Heb. 11:6). It is to act as 
Christ did in His presence (Psalm 16 is a Messianic 
Psalm, Acts 2:24). We need a Guide, and the Guide must 
of necessity go before us (Ps. 48:14). To have a Friend 
at your right hand, One to keep you from moving away 
in panic, is a great blessing. “He that believeth shall not 
make haste.” (Isa. 28:16)

However, there may be adverse reactions from 
others, who do not understand our motive when we 
act. For us, believing is seeing, but they do not see the 
One we are following and may turn against us, as with 
Moses (Heb. 11:27). We can be the object of reproach 
if we swim against the current, passing so many who 
are going in the opposite direction and rebuking us as 
they pass by. Nevertheless, at death He shall still be 
before us (Ps. 16:9-11), and He still has much to give 
us. In heaven there shall be no temptations (and no 
distractions) against putting Him always before us. His 
presence fills the throne and also the hearts of those 
turned towards Him.

“In every place, in every condition, in every company, in 
every employment, and in every enjoyment, I have set 
the Lord equally before me; and this raised him [David], 
and will raise any Christian, by degrees, to a very great 
height of holiness.” – Thomas Brooks

DEVOTIONAL

SEEKING NEARNESS TO GOD
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds” 
(2 Corinthians 10:4)

Four things are immediately apparent from this 
text. First, that Christians are engaged in a war. 
Second, that our weapons can either be carnal 

or mighty. Third, that our weapons must be from God 
(and by implication, if they are not then they are man-
made). Fourth, that our success is assured: strong 
holds will be pulled down.

Now we all want success. That is to say, the 
spiritually sincere believer desires to see the cause of 
God advance in the world against every stronghold. 
The danger, however – and it is all too readily apparent 
– is the temptation to trust in carnal weapons. We need 
to pause at this, because sadly it is easily overlooked. 
How easy it is to adopt carnal weapons to further truth, 
justice and equity, and how often this strategy appears 
to be successful! The ‘success’ breeds a confidence in 
carnal weapons, assuring us that pragmatism is right. It 
also leads to a patronising disdain for those who speak 
against the use of such weapons. Their warnings are 
regarded as either hopelessly outdated or betraying a 
negative spirit, and coming from people who cannot 
see that times have changed.

A Short Survey of Church History
Persecution for religion began with Cain, who killed his 
brother Abel because God had distinguished between 
them by showing his favour to Abel (Gen. 4:3-5). By 
getting rid of Abel, Cain no longer had to confront the 
reality of his sin in contrast to Abel’s obedience (1 
John 3:12). This point is driven home by Christ, when 
he says that the world hates his people on account of 
the distinction he has made among men – “because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world” (John 15:18,19). Every believer is a living 
witness to the difference made by God in the world of 
humanity. It is this distinction, and the profession of 
it, that arouses the hatred of the world. It is a world 
that prefers pluralism to exclusivity, and that requires 
Christians and Christianity to submit to pluralism or 
be banned from the public square.

This was the reality faced by the early Church 
under the Roman Empire. Believers either confessed 
that Caesar is Lord, and lived, or that Christ is Lord, 

and died. In modern history you see it repeated in 
the Inquisition conducted by the Roman Church. The 
nearly three hundred ‘Marian Martyrs’, almost all 
from England, who were burned at the stake during 
the reign of the Roman Catholic Queen Mary I of 
England and Ireland (1553-58), were condemned for 
their adherence to predestination, and not merely for 
rejecting the Mass. To say publicly that Christ is Lord 
over salvation, and not the papacy, brought death.

A Worldly Message
Satan’s temptation of Christ (Matt. 4:3-11) rested upon 
three key ideas, namely health, wealth and happiness. 
Ironically a similar message is heard from many 
churches. “Come to Jesus”, they say, “for health, wealth 
and happiness.” The apostle John makes a very telling 
statement, when he says that worldly preachers with a 
worldly message are loved by worldly people (1 John 
4:5). It should not surprise us that false teachers have 
a huge following; they give people the message they 
want, which is carnal, fleshly and worldly.

By contrast, faithful teachers adhere to “the spirit 
of truth” (v.6), and thus a dividing line is drawn for all 
to see. What preachers preach really matters, and the 
consequences are obvious. Our impatience however 
sometimes means that we are tempted to change our 
regulated form of worship and practice, in the mistaken 
belief that innovation will bring success; we begin to 
think that carnal weapons will be more successful.

In an article written in 2007 and entitled The 
Church Militant And Her Warfare: We Are Not Another 
Interest Group (Southern Baptist Journal of Theology, 
11:4, pp.70-80), pastor and theologian James M. 
Hamilton reflected upon the situation in the USA. “My 
contention is that in seeking a Christian America we 
have hazarded our identity as Christian churches.” 
This is the point that the theologian and author David 
F. Wells has been making for twenty years and more. 
Hamilton said that Wells has shown that “success and 
influence have accomplished what liberalism failed to 
do to evangelical Christianity.”

Downgrade and Compromise
What this has meant in practice is continual subtle 
alterations and adjustments in Evangelicalism. 
Doctrines that were deemed ‘offensive’ have been 
quietly dropped. This was seen in the period the Baptist 

DOCTRINE

A WARNING AGAINST CARNAL 
WEAPONS
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / A WARNING AGAINST CARNAL WEAPONS

generation ago. We are witnessing what Luther 
termed “the Babylonian captivity of the Church”. The 
captivity is seen in the church’s worship, which must 
be either God-centred or man-centred. In Luther’s 
day the papacy held the church captive by its seven 
sacraments; in our day the church is held captive by a 
this-worldly emphasis.

All is not Lost!
Horatius Bonar (1808-89), in his Opening Address 
as Moderator of the Free Church General Assembly 
in 1883, entitled Our Ministry, made a most telling 
observation. He said: “each age has its own defeats to 
sustain. These defeats have not always been losses; 
more than once they have been gains. The lost battles 
of the Church have frequently been better than 
triumphs. Our defeat at the Disruption has proved 
more profitable than victory; and these forty years 
of blessing have showed us what a lost battle can 
accomplish. It is sometimes safer to be conquered than 
conquer.”

What Bonar says is reinforced by David Wells. “The 
moments of deep transformation, such as those that 
occurred at the time of the Reformation, also seem to 
happen at times of great upheaval in society. I believe 
that we are now living in such times, and though I see 
many of the omens that would portend a very troubled 
future and perhaps the disintegration of Western 
civilisation, this is also a moment when, in God’s mercy 
and providence, the Church could be deeply transformed 
for good – provided that, unlike the frog, it knows how 
to jump out of the pot.” (No Place for Truth, p.91)

In other words, our whole way of looking at things, 
what we deem to be success and failure, needs a radical 
overhaul. Perhaps we should assert that the way to 
success is along the path of defeats. A good example of 
this is the case involving Ashers Baking Company a few 
years ago. In every court the case was lost, until it was 
heard in the Supreme Court in 2018, where the outcome 
exceeded all expectations. Had the case been won in a 
lower court, the impact would have been minimal. As 
it is, the entire UK is bound to take cognisance of the 
ruling. By the way of defeats, the final victory is all the 
greater. As Bonar argued so long ago, the existence of 
the Free Church is testimony to that principle.

But why should it be thus? So that we can all clearly 
see that it was God alone who did it, and not us. This 
is seen all through Scripture, not least in the Exodus 
where God declares repeatedly that both the Israelites 
and the Egyptians “shall know that I am the Lord” 
(Exod. 6:7; 7:5; 14:18). The ‘success’ sought by many 
in today’s church is actually the last thing we need, for 
our carnal weapons work against the Biblical truth of 
the glory of God.

preacher Charles Spurgeon termed the ‘Downgrade’. 
The doctrinal terminology was retained, but emptied 
of its content. The result was a great decline in church 
attendance. However, to compensate for that reality, 
clever ecclesiastics turned to ‘marketing’ devices. 
That in turn led to psychological preaching, self-help 
programmes, social and recreational activities and of 
course the facilities needed to deliver these. Overall, 
warfare according to the flesh is thought to be better, 
because it appears to bring success. The Biblical 
weapons are deemed outmoded and unsuccessful in 
reaching a new generation.

In his book No Place for Truth (Eerdmans, 1993), 
David Wells accuses contemporary Evangelicals of 
no longer confronting the world, but being at ease 
with it. Thus their capacity for dissent is effectively 
lost. The recovery of dissent is what is most needed, 
and the path to its recovery is the reformation of the 
church. The prerequisite to dissent is a return to first 
principles, namely the glory of God and the purpose of 
the church in the world. What has happened is that the 
first of these principles has been lost and the second 
has been reframed in purely psychological and worldly 
terms. The church has become so worldly that dissent, 
and thus confrontation, have gone. Worldliness has 
robbed the church of its power.

Changing the Agenda
As a foil to its lack of power, the social gospel has 
returned to the evangelical church, though repackaged 
to make it look new. Today it is health, wealth, 
and happiness, coupled with charity events, eco-
friendliness and fair-trade advertising, to show how in 
touch it is with the latest fashions. This in turn means 
that ‘Christian’ discussion and activism is shaped 
by social media and other outlets. The latest causes 
become the focus of attention, as if these are what 
matter above everything else. The gospel may not be 
denied, but it is either sidelined or, worse still, the 
issues taken up are defined as ‘gospel’ issues. This has 
happened with the environment, climate and sexual 
identity.

A concern for the physical and material world 
has changed the message preached by the church 
in a manner that would have been unthinkable a 

“Perhaps we should 
assert that the way 
to success is along 
the path of defeats.”
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“he was lost, and is found” (Luke 15:24)

The Prodigal son was home and was happy. 
However, he still had some difficulties and 
distresses to contend with.

He had to deal with the world. The Prodigal would 
be pointed out, for his past was well-known. Perhaps 
the father or the church would be criticised for taking 
him back, as he was “not a good person”. However, 
every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future 
with Christ. The world has a wrong view about the 
church, as if only good people were in it. But Christ 
came into the world to save sinners: there are no ‘good 
people’ (Ps. 14:1), only forgiven people. Nevertheless, 
the Prodigal drew attention to God, to what Christ 
can do for a sinner, and not what a sinner can do for 
himself. What a change – “all things are become new” 
(2 Cor. 5:17)!

He had to deal with the Pharisees. The Prodigal 
had one in the house! One can imagine his elder 
brother’s complaints. “This is unfair, celebrating the 
homecoming of this tramp. I have always been good, yet 
I got no reward for it. All this talk about his ‘conversion’: 
if he had kept the law as I have done he wouldn’t need 
to be converted. He was a sinner, everybody knows 
that, why all this joy? This man should be put on a 
probationary period, to see how well he keeps the law, 
before being accepted into the church.” There was joy 
in heaven when the Prodigal came home, but there was 
none among the Pharisees of this world!

He had to deal with his memories. The Prodigal 
would shudder when he remembered where he had 
been – and where he would be still if his father had not 
set out to meet him with the purpose of reconciliation. 
He would also meet some of his former companions, 
those he left behind when his life changed. It was not 
easy to speak to them now; they could not understand 
what he had with his father. And then there were the 
funerals; being present at the burial of those with 
whom he had grown up, those with whom he had been 
in the far country. Nothing could be done for them now. 
How he regretted that he had encouraged them in their 

practical atheism, and supported them in their sinful 
way of living without Christ! Now he was fearfully 
reminded of the hopelessness of their deaths. How he 
fell on his knees before his father, and thanked him! 
“There but for the grace of God go I!” Many faces were 
no longer to be seen in his home town: they were gone, 
never to return. He had to live with the memories.

When John Newton (1725-1807) was Minister in 
London, he received an urgent summons to go to the 
docks. A sailor was dying and asked for him to come. 
Newton recognised him. He had been his captain in 
earlier days when the young man went to sea. He came 
onboard with his mother’s Bible, and tried to practise 
what it contained. Alas, Newton had, through ridicule 
and example, taught him how to drink and swear, and 
led him into other sins also. Now, years later, the sailor 
had drunk himself to death. Newton arrived at his last 
hour. He spoke to him the Gospel, but he found that it 
was easier to lead him astray than to bring him back. 
Man can do the first, but only God can do the second. 
Newton watched him die, cursing Newton, and he 
felt, “This is my fault.” God can forgive sins, but the 
consequences linger with us here, including in our 
memories. But there is no pain in heaven, neither in the 
body nor in the mind, which includes the memories.

But the Father was always with him. The Prodigal 
had been freed from the dominion of sin, the bondage 
of the “far country”, but there would be counter-attacks 
from the enemy all his life. Nevertheless the father was 
with him always (the “father” in this parable represents 
Christ, cf. vv.1,2). He would never be put out of the 
house, although sometimes he had this fear. He was 
not exempt from temptations, for the devil will always 
adjust his temptations to our new circumstances. But 
the father has greater power than sin or the devil (no-
one else has, but God alone). His power is not simply 
over us but in us, and we are kept by His power (1 Pet. 
1:5); we continue to trust in His word.

The Prodigal was sorrowful, but always rejoicing 
(2 Cor. 6:10). Time passed, and he entered eternity. He 
had been restless, but now he rested in his Beloved. He 
was Home at last!

WHEN THE PRODIGAL CAME HOME
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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(Part of a sermon found in Volume 8 of Owen’s 
‘Works’. It was preached before Parliament during 
the Commonwealth on 30 October 1656 during the 
Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell and on a day of 
humiliation. It has been lightly edited.)

“The Lord is with you, while ye be with him” 
(2 Chronicles 15:2)

Another thing wherein we are to be with God, 
is by trusting in him for protection. “O trust in 
the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah there 

is everlasting strength. This man made the Lord his 
refuge. He that trusteth in the Lord shall be as mount 
Zion, that shall never be removed. Commit your ways 
to the Lord, roll your burden on him; stand still and 
see his salvation.” What glorious things are spoken of 
this trusting to the Lord for protection you all know. It 
were endless to insist on commands and promises to 
this purpose; and to single out one or two were but to 
weaken the cause in hand, seeing hereunto the whole 
Scriptures bear witness. I shall only show you what it 
is so to do, in some few particulars.

1. It is to strengthen and encourage your hearts in 
difficult affairs, a comfortable issue whereof you cannot 
on visible causes conjecture, on the account of God’s 
engagement for your good. To omit the instances of Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, and many others, take that signal one of 
David in his great distress at Ziklag (1 Sam. 30:1). You 
know the story. His habitation was burnt and spoiled, 
his wives and children captive, his people consulting to 
stone him, so that he was greatly distressed. The enemy 
were numerous and without his reach, and all means of 
relieving his condition, and bringing it to a comfortable 
issue, were far removed. But what course did he now 
take? did he despond? did he give over? did he rest on 
his own counsel and strength? No, saith the Holy Ghost; 
“but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.” (v.6)

Have you any affair that lies before you that is good 
and honest, but yet dreadful, difficult, entangled? 
Your hearts are ready to faint whenever you think of 
it; it is almost beyond your imaginations to contrive 
a comfortable issue. In such a season, if you will be 
with God, he will be with you; if you so trust him as to 
encourage your hearts on the account of his wisdom, 
goodness, power, that he can find out and bring about 
a comfortable, glorious end – this is to trust him for 

protection. Psalm 46 is this doctrine delivered to the 
full.

2. It is to wait under discouragements and 
disappointments for a desired issue of the affairs we 
commit to him: “he that believeth shall not make haste.” 
(Isa. 28:16) This the Lord pleads for (Hab. 2:3,4). Men 
will have their desires precisely accomplished this 
year, this month, this week, or they will wait no longer. 
These, says God, are proud men; their hearts are 
lifted up in them; they trust not to me for protection. 
Men love to trust God (as they profess) for what they 
have in their hands, in possession, or what lies in 
an easy view. Place their desires afar off, carry their 
accomplishment behind the clouds out of their sight, 
interpose difficulties and perplexities, and their hearts 
are instantly sick. They cannot wait for God. They do 
not trust him – nor ever did.

Would you have the presence of God with you? 
Learn to wait quietly for the salvation you expect 
from him. Then, indeed, is he glorified, when he is 
trusted in a storm, when he is waited for under long 
perplexities and distresses. Want of this ruined the 
Israelites in the wilderness. Their work was long, their 
difficulties and entanglements many; they would have 
had an immediate end of their troubles. “What! more 
difficulties! more hardships! nay, then, let us choose a 
captain, and go down again into Egypt. We know the 
worst of that; where this will end we know not.” This 
laid their carcasses in the wilderness, and deprived 
them of enjoying the good land.

3. It is to commit your affairs to the Lord with 
submission to his will, as to their issue and accomplishment. 
Trust respects protection, but it prescribes not as to 
particular events. It is to commit our affairs to God 
with thoughts of his infinite wisdom, sovereignty, 
and goodness, with resolutions thereupon that the 
product of his will is that which will be good, be best 
for us, though it should not at all fall in with our present 
desires. It is true, the Psalmist says, “Commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him, and he shall bring it to 
pass.” (Ps. 37:5) And so he shall and will, in all such cases 
as there particularly insisted on by the Psalmist there, 
wherein his own glory is particularly engaged. But this 
prescribes not, as to all cases, that we should cry, “Give 
me this child, or I die.” The rule is known; abide in this 
frame, and we shall have that we desire, or that which is 
better for us.

TRUSTING IN GOD FOR PROTECTION
JOHN OWEN

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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Sometime before the Scottish Reformation in 1560, 
a monk named Martin Luther (1483-1546) sat in 
his study at Wittenberg, Germany, thinking as he 

often did of God’s terrible, frightening justice. His Bible 
lay open in front of him and his eyes fell on Romans 
chapter 1:17. “For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.” He had read this text many times before, 
but at this particular moment he was given the light of 
the Holy Spirit to see it as he never saw it before.

Luther suddenly realised that all he tried to do to 
win the favour of God, including all his prayers and all 
his confessions to a Roman Catholic priest, could do 
absolutely nothing for him. He discovered that the only 
way he could be saved was through this new-found 
gospel righteousness, through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Condemnation
After God created the world and instituted the Sabbath 
as a weekly day of rest and worship, He addressed 
to Adam the need of being secured in his original 
righteousness. Our first parents were given a test by 
God. He placed upon Adam and Eve the threat of death, 
that if they ate of the “tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil” they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). Connected to 
this threat of death for disobedience was the promise 
of life if they continued in obedience.

It must never be said that God was to blame for the 
fall of man. God had made man upright and given him the 
ability and power to obey and perform his duty to God, 
although man was at that time changeable. Perhaps we 
could say that man had freedom to choose, but abused 
his freedom by choosing to sin. In sinning against God, 
Adam lost his original righteousness, and that one sin of 
Adam became the cause of death for us all.

It is one of the most commonly asserted truths in the 
Scriptures that we are born into this world under the 
broken covenant of works, and are married to the Law 
of God (Rom. 7:1). The Law of God condemns all our 
best efforts; it beats us and kills us and shows us up for 
what we really are, rather than what we think we are. It 
finds us guilty, in order that we might find mercy.

Provision
It is through the death of Christ that we are freed from 
the condemnation of God’s Law. The apostle Paul 
brings that out in Romans chapter 7:4, “ye also are 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ”. This great 
truth is also taught in other passages of Scripture, such 
as 1 Peter 2:24, where we are told that Christ “bare 
our sins”. He bore the punishment due to sin, so that 
sinners might be freed from the punishment which 
their sins deserve.

In the death of Christ, God has provided a perfect 
righteousness for sinners who have none of their 
own. In Psalm 45:8, that righteousness is spoken of 
as “garments” that are well-pleasing and acceptable 
to God the Father. To wear this garment is what we 
must aim for. Very often people are classed by the kind 
of clothing they wear. The most expensive designer 
brands are what everyone wants, even when it comes 
down to our shoes. It seems that the label means 
a lot. Well, however much we may wish to spend on 
new clothing, the reality is that all of us are dressed 
in garments of our own making. These garments may 
well please ourselves, but let us not forget that the fig 
leaves with which our first parents clothed themselves 
after they sinned did not please God (Gen. 3:7,8).

Surely you would prefer to have what has been 
provided for us by God, than what you can come up 
with yourself? What God provides for us He accepts – 
and nothing less!

Faith
There are those who profit nothing from the Gospel 
because they cannot accept God’s terms of salvation. 
Are you like that? Do you try to contradict God’s way of 
salvation? Does it not seem fair to you that you cannot 
have a hand in saving yourself? Remember Adam again. 
There was nothing he could do to please God once he 
had sinned. He needed a sacrifice. God provided an 
animal sacrifice for him. Even away back then it was a 
pointer to the coming of Jesus as the Messiah, “the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 
1:29) The only way of acceptance with God as sinners is 
by faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ alone.

JUSTIFICATION
REV. CALUM SMITH

YOUTH FOCUS
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The Passing of Her Majesty the Queen 
(Rev. Greg MacDonald)
(On 9th September the Statement below was issued on 
behalf of the Church by Mr MacDonald as the Moderator 
of the 2022 General Assembly.)

Today our nation awakes to the reality of the 
death of our late queen, Her Majesty Elizabeth 
II. Due to the constitutional norms the throne is 

never vacant. King Charles III is now our Monarch, and 
as our new King he is due the same fervent prayerful 
support and loyalty as his mother enjoyed.

The presence of Queen Elizabeth II for so many 
decades, ruling with a meekness and steadfastness, 
had an immense impact on our nation, and beyond. 
Her unwavering profession of the Christian faith set 
an example to our nation in an age of rapidly declining 
church attendance. Indeed in a recent comment the 
Queen said, “Throughout my life, the message and 
teachings of Christ have been my guide and in them I 
find hope.”

Her winsome personality drew the affection of the 
people. Her genuine smile, her sacrificial commitment 
to duty, her fierce protectiveness of her family meant 
that in the late Queen we had not only a Monarch we 
respected but a Queen who was genuinely liked, loved 
and admired.

For the Lord’s people this made it easy to pray for 
her, to express loyalty to the Crown, and to cherish the 
hope that her profession of faith was more than a mere 
profession. In the turbulence of the modern age, these 
are things not readily replicated.

To our new King, Charles III, we offer our steadfast 
Christian loyalty, the continuation of our prayers 
and our dutiful support, seeking to voice the truth of 
God’s unchanging Gospel, the only way of salvation 
for sinners, to both high and low in our land. To His 
Majesty and the whole of the Royal family we offer 
our sincere condolences, sharing in great measure the 
sorrow of this moment.

In the death of our Queen the whole nation has the 
opportunity not only to reflect on a remarkable life, 
but to ponder the realities of the life to come. For us 
all there is a heaven to win, a hell to shun, a judgement 
to come and a Judge to face. We cannot see beyond the 
veil but we can prepare for it now. We cannot judge the 
soul of anyone else. God is Judge. But we can make our 
own calling and election sure in this life (2 Peter 1v10).

We give thanks for the long reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
We pray for the new reign of King Charles. And we 
remind our nation of the One whose reign is forever, 
and whose kingdom never ends, Revelation 11v15.

CHURCH NEWS
Obituary of John MacKenzie, Culkein, Drumbeg 
(Rev. Robert Josey)

The manner of John MacKenzie’s removal from 
earth to heaven was both sudden and in a 
totally unexpected manner. A week before, he 

was present at Lairg in his customary capacity as Clerk 
of the Northern Presbytery, manifesting his usual 
cheerfulness, dutifulness and acuity. Then that sharp 
turn of events on 22nd March 2022.

The ancestry of John’s father goes back to Skye, 
while his mother was born and brought up in Culkein, 
Drumbeg, Sutherland, where John and his brother, 
Angus, spent every summer. A special fondness was 
acquired for Assynt, where he eventually settled. Both 
John and Angus were born in Polmont, where their 
father served as a prison officer, although a joiner to 
trade. John’s date of birth was 3rd February 1937.

Even as a schoolboy our dear departed friend 
displayed an enterprising spirit. He ran a paper 
round and also managed a watch repair business. 
He helped out at a local farm and learned to drive 
a tractor from the age of twelve. He had a flair for 
everything mechanical, so could not resist tinkering 
with electrical components; a habit which brought him 
repeated electric shocks. Polmont gave way to Glasgow 
as the place of family residence when John’s father was 
posted to Barlinnie.

The mother’s strong preference was that her 
accomplished son go to university. However, the son’s 
interests lay in a different direction. He signed up 
for a marine engineering apprenticeship at Yarrow 
Shipbuilders in Glasgow. Several happy years were 

John MacKenzie (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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spent at Yarrows. John was converted at an early age 
and attended the Duke Street Free Church in Glasgow. 
It was there that he met Catherine MacDonald, to whom 
he got married on 16th September 1961. Catherine’s 
mother began to suffer from leukaemia; thus the early 
years of marriage involved caring for her.

While promotion was assured for John at Yarrows, 
he, nonetheless, left to set up a successful company 
which employed over thirty people. This business bore 
the name Ritchie, MacKenzie & Company Ltd. It was 
situated in Kirkintilloch, and designed, manufactured 
and installed submersible pumps. Life was very busy 
in the early to middle sixties, with the new business 
and the arrival of Fiona, Catherine and Christina.

The final week of 1969 brought tragedy. John’s 
brother Angus, who was a Detective Constable with 
the Glasgow Police, and a fellow officer were shot and 
killed in the line of duty on 30th December. The killer 
was none other than a former colleague. Inevitably the 
whole family was sorely affected.

In 1973 another daughter, Morven, was born. Four 
years later relocation was undertaken to Culkein, as 
John’s mother left the family croft there to him. Initially 
a job creation scheme was established at Assynt, to 
give employment opportunities for people in the 
community. Subsequently, John set up a small business 
which employed several local, skilled men, and this he 
ran for a number of years.

In 1982 the most significant contract was landing 
the electrical work for the construction of the Kylesku 
Bridge. Interestingly, one proviso that John laid down 
was that he would not engage in Sunday work unless it 
happened to be an emergency. Morrison Construction 
accepted that condition. The occupation of fish farming 
followed. The pens were designed and fabricated by 
John himself. Thus he persevered for some years.

Lastly, in 1992 John was one of the three founding 
members of the Assynt Crofters’ Trust, who formed an 
audacious plan to own the land of their forefathers. 
He was firmly of the view that the Trust needed to 
obtain a means of producing a regular cash flow, and 
his solution was to pursue the possibility of hydro 
generation. In 1999 he embarked on this policy and 
“spent seven lonely years of my life in an attempt to 
bring such a project to a satisfactory conclusion.” 
Creation of the desired hydro facility was realised. Who 
ran and managed it for many years, but John himself. 
Generous indeed were the proceeds. Just four days 
before John died, he co-signed a cheque for £100,000 

to bestow on the Trust. The community has greatly 
benefited from John’s considerateness, commitment 
and diligence.

Deaconship became his at the young age of twenty-
five. Eldership followed a few years later. He was but 
seventeen when he first led congregational praise as 
a precentor. Much service was rendered on Church 
Committees. While concerned about denominational 
unity, events in 1999 constrained him to settle with the 
protesting party in the Free Church. After the breach in 
2000, John served as Convener of the Legal Advice & 
Property Committee for many years. Insight, reliability 
and composure were among his qualities.

We extend our sincere condolences to John’s four 
daughters and six grandchildren. John’s wife Catherine 
predeceased him in 2020.

School in Theology (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)

The 69th School in Theology at Carronvale 
House, Larbert, began on the evening of 
Monday 5th September with The Life of 

Alexander Moody Stuart by Rev. John W. Keddie. It 
was a resounding and thrilling commencement to 
the School. It is important to note that this is not a 
conference but a school, meaning that the papers are 
given by those who regularly attend, as opposed to 
recruiting conference speakers. This has the benefit 
of enabling ministers to study a particular subject 
which ordinarily they might not do, and because of 
this the quality of the papers exceeds those delivered 
at conferences.

On Tuesday, Home Mission Worker Donald J. 
Morrison filled the missionary slot with an update 
on his work across Scotland, enabling us to learn the 
real state of the nation; gospel ignorance abounds 
and Scripture knowledge is, in many places, non-
existent. In a day when feathery Christians abound 
and gadding about has become endemic, Rev. Davide 
Ratti (Duthil-Dores) spoke on The Biblical Necessity 
and Responsibilities of Church Membership. Rev. James 
Gracie (Edinburgh) ably tackled the 1st Chapter of 
Ezekiel, showing how the structure enables us to 
understand the meaning and significance of this 
extraordinary book. We were instructed in what it 
means to be a child of God from Rev. Harry Woods, who 
gave a comprehensive description of Adoption.

No School in Theology would be complete without 
book reviews, which were given on the Wednesday. 
This was followed by Themes in Jude by Rev. Craig 

CHURCH NEWS
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Dennison, who was present on behalf of the Trinitarian 
Bible Society. After a welcome break we were treated 
to an examination of John 1:1 by Rev. Greg MacDonald 
(Ness).

The School ended on Thursday morning with a 
paper on Scoffers in 2 Peter 3:3. Rev. Thomas Buchanan 
(Brora) demonstrated the importance and relevance 
of what Peter is teaching for our day and the ideologies 
we face.

It was good to see an increase in the number 
attending. Each day began and ended with worship. 
Audio/video recordings of the papers are available on 
the Partick FC(C) SermonAudio site. The programme 
for the next School has been drawn up, with an equally 
stimulating range of topics in Exegesis, Church History, 
Old and New Testament and Pastoral Theology. It will 
be held from Monday 4th to Thursday 7th September 
2023 at the same venue, God willing.

Indonesia: Entering the ‘End Game’ in Papua 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 22 August four Papuans – including two 
community leaders – left Nduga to purchase 
building supplies and agricultural equipment 

in Timika. Instead, their dismembered bodies were 
found in sacks in a river. Six Indonesian soldiers and 

three of four wanted civilians have been arrested. 
Nduga’s Regent/head, Namia Gwijangge, explains 
that while the four men were civilians, the Indonesian 
military “kills civilians in Papua like hunting animals”. 
On 30 June the Indonesian government legislated 
to divide Papua Province into four smaller units, 
adding Central Papua, Highland Papua and South 
Papua. West Papua (the ‘Bird’s Head’ region) remains 
unchanged. Human rights organisations and Papuans 
agree, the division will serve to accelerate Javanese 
Muslim colonisation, militarisation and exploitation, 
and hasten the ‘end-game’ of Papuan genocide. For 
the predominantly Christian Papuans, the crisis is 
existential. Please pray.

Quote

“The death of Christ has broken the power 
of death, and taken from it all the armour 
wherein it trusted; so that now let it do its 

worst, it cannot do a good Christian any real prejudice, 
for it cannot separate him from the love of God. Surely 
the bitterness of death is now past, by Christ’s tasting it, 
Heb. ii. 9. The sharpness of death Christ has overcome, 
by submitting to it, and so has opened the kingdom of 
heaven to believers.”
Matthew Henry

2022 School of Theology in Larbert (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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NEW PREACHING STATION IN PORTUGAL
REV. DAVIDE RATTI

On 27th June, the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon 
received a petition from a congregation in Braga, 
Portugal, signed by twenty-two communicants, 

asking to be brought under its oversight. Discussion 
with the Presbytery had enabled the congregation 
to become familiar with the doctrine and practice of 
our Church. The relationship between Spanish and 
Portuguese makes communication possible. As yet 
there are no office-bearers in Braga, but there are men 
who have conducted worship services. Rev. Jorge Ruiz 
has been appointed interim moderator, and members of 
Presbytery will serve as assessor elders.

Presbyterianism in Portugal
Presbyterianism in Portugal had its beginnings in 
Madeira Island, between the years 1838 and 1846, 
when the Scottish physician Robert Reid Kalley (1809-
88) went to live in Funchal, the largest settlement. In 
1845, as a consequence of his evangelistic endeavours 
and despite fierce persecution, the first Presbyterian 
congregation was founded. In 1866, the Scottish pastor 
Robert Stewart brought the same message of salvation 
to the Portuguese mainland. In 1870, an early convert 
of the work in Madeira, Rev. António de Matos, who 
studied in Scotland, organised the first Presbyterian 
congregation in Lisbon, the nation’s capital.

Only in 1944 did the Presbyterian churches of 
Madeira, the Azores and the mainland unite to form 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Portugal 
(IEPP). Sadly, less than thirty years later, ecumenical 
compromise revealed that a massive declension had 
taken place in the denomination.

The Background
Braga is a small city in Northern Portugal in the 
Minho Region, having about 193,000 inhabitants. It 
is sometimes referred to as the “Portuguese Rome”. 
It is host to the oldest Portuguese archdiocese of the 
Roman Catholic Church and is the seat of the Primacy 
of the Spains. Consequently the Archbishop of Braga 
has claimed primacy over the whole Iberian Peninsula 
(Spain and Portugal) since the Middle Ages, but this is 
not recognised outside of Portugal.

The Presbyterian Church of Braga (IPB) is the 
result of a work initiated in 2017 by the Almeida 
family, originally from Brazil but now living in Braga. 
Although services began at the family home, it became 
necessary to find other accommodation as more 
families were added. There was an affiliation with 

a small presbyterian grouping which was dissolved 
when the congregation protested against an attempt 
to impose a pastor upon them.

The Congregation
The relationship with the Free Church (Continuing) 
goes back to a conference in Brazil in 2019 which 
was addressed by Rev. William Macleod. Mr Macleod 
put Mr Heraldo Almeida in touch with Rev. Jorge Ruiz 
from Barcelona, and the Presbytery became involved. 
The Lord has answered the prayers of the brethren in 
Portugal and has made the work prosper over the years, 
both numerically and in the knowledge of God. They are 
delighted to be part of our denomination and love the 
principles expressed in the Westminster Standards.

Most of the congregation are Brazilians, who due to 
increasing economic pressures in their home country 
have sought employment and greater stability in 
Portugal. Most of them have been members of the Igreja 
Presbiteriana do Brasil (the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil), which formally subscribes to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. Some of the members come from a 
charismatic background and are now committed to the 
Reformed Faith. It is a joy to hear of their progress and 
of their desire to learn more about the truth.

Worship
Due to the numerical growth, since August 2021 the 
congregation have met in larger premises close to the 
rail station, at Rua Cardoso Avelino 23, Maximinos, 
Braga. Including children, around forty people gather 
for worship. A typical Lord’s Day in the congregation 
is as follows: 10.30am – a worship service following 
a pattern very similar to what we have in Scotland; 
12.30pm – a study class on the Larger Catechism; 
4.00pm – a worship service with Bible study and a 
prayer meeting. When there is a visiting preacher they 
have a meal together in the church.

Prayer
Let us remember in prayer these dear brethren who 
are seeking our help and are pleased to be part of our 
reformed denomination. The work of our new Presbytery 
is very precious to them. Please pray that suitable men 
will be raised up to serve the congregation as deacons, 
elders and pastor. You can access the congregation’s 
website (in Portuguese) at the following address, 
where you will find links to their YouTube channel and 
Facebook page: https://www.icpbraga.pt
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TWO KINGS AND TWO KINGDOMS

A providence in the Queen’s passing

The death of Queen Elizabeth II occurred at 
Balmoral Castle, her Scottish residence. This 
providence means that the Queen was a 

Presbyterian when she died. This is not said flippantly. 
Commentators have noted how the Queen was the 
Supreme Governor of the established Church in 
England but merely a member of the established 
Church in Scotland. This goes back to Queen Victoria, 
who with her husband Prince Albert acquired the lease 
to Balmoral in 1848, and worshipped at the nearby 
Crathie Kirk.

In an article on the Spectator website (18 
September), Damian Thompson, who is a Roman 
Catholic, refers to a piece he wrote in 1990 about 
the faith of the Royal Family, in which he stated that 
the Queen “had a firm preference for a particular 
style of worship: sombre, scriptural and unmistakably 
Protestant.” It seems that Elizabeth had no liking for 
Anglo-Catholic ritual worship. Since her death, the 
media have drawn attention to the Queen’s strong faith 
– before quickly adding something about toleration 
and inclusiveness. Where she stood with God, eternity 
alone will reveal, as with us all.

The matter of the monarch’s Church membership in 
Scotland is of importance. Why was Elizabeth simply 
a Presbyterian member in Scotland? Thomas McCrie 
provides us with the answer in his Life of Andrew 
Melville, in which he records Melville’s profound words 
to King James VI in 1596:

“Sir, as diverse times before I have told you so now 
again I must tell you, there are two kings and two 
kingdoms in Scotland: there is King James the head of 
this commonwealth, and there is Christ Jesus the King 
of the church, whose subject James the sixth is, and of 
whose kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, 
but a member. Sir, those whom Christ has called and 
commanded to watch over his church, have power and 
authority from him to govern his spiritual kingdom 
both jointly and severally; the which no Christian king 
or prince should control and discharge, but fortify and 
assist; otherwise they are not faithful subjects of Christ 
and members of his church. We will yield to you your 
place, and give you all due obedience; but again I say, 
you are not the head of the church: you cannot give us 
that eternal life which we seek for even in this world, 
you cannot deprive us of it.”

In subtle yet significant ways, the Queen’s death 
reminds us of the Reformation and its ongoing legacy 
– one which we must strive to preserve.

THE END OF THE WORLD

The signs given by Christ

It seems that scarcely a week passes without another 
warning of impending global catastrophe. The 
‘prophets’ of this ‘doom’ are climate scientists and 

other environmental experts who believe that man’s 
activities are gradually altering the climate, making 
our planet warmer and wetter and increasing the 
frequency of extreme weather events. We are told that 
to prevent the earth becoming uninhabitable, we need 
to use less fossil fuels and rely instead on renewable 
energy. A few voices are pointing out that the climate 
has fluctuated before, and that what we are seeing now 
may be no different – and also, that despite the melting 
ice caps, the statistics show that the number of polar 
bears is presently increasing!

The Bible is our only safe guide to the future. 
Shortly before His crucifixion, Christ was asked by the 
disciples, “what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the world?” (Matt. 24:3) The disciples linked 
the end of the world with Christ’s return, the former 
being brought about by the latter, and not by man. The 
answer Christ gave them is instructive. Warning them 
against deception, He spoke, not of a single sign but 
of many: fake messiahs, wars and conflicts, famines, 
plagues and earthquakes (vv.4-7). He said that these 
things would be “the beginning of sorrows” (v.8), 
meaning that they would occur throughout the period 
before His return. They are always there in some 
measure.

These signs divide into two kinds. False religion, 
violence, bloodshed and the pursuit of power come 
from man. They are moral evils, and are responsible 
for the greater part of human suffering in history. 
Crop failures, diseases, violent tremors and other 
disturbances to the created order are natural evils, 
and come from the hand of God. They both point to 
Christ’s return, by reminding us that this is a fallen 
world. They are evidences of man’s sin, and of God’s 
displeasure with man’s sin.

Despite what many Christians think, these signs do 
not indicate when Christ will come so much as why He 
will come. Christ will judge the world. In Adam man 
departed from God’s law, and we are all guilty before 
God. When Christ first came a wicked world judged 
Him falsely (it still does) but He sacrificed Himself 
to put away the sins of all who believe on Him. When 
Christ comes the second time He will judge the world 
with righteousness, truth and equity (Ps. 96:13; 98:9). 
We know that Christ is coming, and the reason for it. 
Are we ready for His return?

COMMENT
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From Elizabeth Bowes to Marion Veitch, from 
the Reformation to the Disruption, women 
have played a valuable role in sustaining the 

Presbyterian and Reformed cause in Scotland. Their 
contribution deserves recognition and tribute. It is 
important that we realise how messy history can be. 
We cannot sanitise it to our own satisfaction. As with 
Cromwell, when he instructed the painter who was to 
work on his portrait, history must be presented “warts 
and all”.

Behind the Scenes
Elizabeth Bowes (1505-72), who actively encouraged 
the engagement and marriage of her daughter to 
John Knox, entered into serious correspondence with 
Knox over numerous theological and experimental 
matters. Here Knox shows a pastoral side that is often 
overlooked. Equally overlooked are the wives of those 
whose names are famous. One such was Elizabeth 
Welsh (1570-1625), the youngest daughter of John 
Knox, who dutifully followed her husband John Welsh, 
the noted Presbyterian leader, to Ayr – a town wrecked 
by gangs who roamed the streets at night, while rival 
groups of dissidents fought their respective positions 
with similar violence.

Another was Janet Fleming (1613-93), whom the 
minister John Livingstone met in a carriage travelling 
to a communion in County Antrim, and to whom he 
proposed some two weeks later. She suffered as he 
suffered, whether it be ejection, sea travel or hiding 
from arrest. Her husband was often away, sometimes 
weeks at a time, and in 1663 he was banished, never 

to return home. 
Undaunted, Janet 
took her children 
and her few 
belongings and 
set off to join him 
at Rotterdam, all 
without complaint. 
Remarkably, she 
bore some fifteen 
children, one of 
whom settled in 
New York and was 
the founder of 
that branch of the 
Livingstones.

But the story does not end there. Following the 
death of her husband, Janet Livingstone returned to 
Scotland, and became part of a circle of covenanter 
widows who confronted the Scottish Privy Council 
over their renewed attacks on ‘private conventicles’. 
Janet, with some fourteen others, presented a petition 
with wide-ranging demands. The result is no surprise. 
Many of them, including Janet, were ‘put to the horn’ 
or outlawed.

Serious about Religion
Having mentioned Livingstone, it is appropriate 
to note that it was Elizabeth Melville, Lady Culross 
(c.1578-c.1640) who suggested him as the preacher 
on the Monday after the Kirk o’ Shotts Communion in 
June 1630. What is less well known is that the night 
before the famous work of the Holy Spirit occurred 
there, she, along with others, spent the whole night in 
prayer. We know this because a William Rigg entered 
her room to speak to her, but quietly withdrew when 
he realised that she was praying.

Bessie Clarksone (1584-1625) endured a 
spiritual crisis before her death, lasting more than 
three years. William Livingstone, the father of John 
Livingstone and minister of Lanark, counselled her 
regarding her doubt and lack of assurance and later 
published an account of this. It is a remarkable 
record that deserves the closest attention. A girl 
named Jean Shields, when aged between ten and 
twelve, overheard the comment on the way some 
individuals had been dealing with others, “Nay, 
but that is a great sin!” The thought darted into 
her mind, “If that be a great sin, certainly I must be 
guilty of many great sins, and far greater!” For some 
weeks she was in great distress, until in prayer the 
words of Matthew 11:28 came into her mind. The 
next Sabbath, she heard a minister preach upon that 
text, which he continued for several weeks, to her 
great edification.

The letters of Samuel Rutherford are rightly 
famous, yet many of his correspondents were women 
who, amidst their own personal sorrows, had a lively 
interest in the Kirk of Christ. Chief among them was 
Marion M’Naught (d.1643), the niece of Viscount 
Kenmure. She demonstrated extraordinary courage 
and loyalty to the minister of Anwoth, who was the 
object of much opposition. Rutherford coveted her 
prayers when his spirits sank.

CHURCH HISTORY

A GALAXY OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

Janet Fleming
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CHURCH HISTORY / A GALAXY OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Objecting to Error
The most famous example of resistance is Janet (Jenny) 
Geddes (c.1600-60). On 23rd July, 1637, an exceptionally 
large congregation gathered at St Giles, Edinburgh. 
Present on that occasion was Dr David Lindsay, the 
recently appointed Bishop of Edinburgh, Dean Hanna, 
nobles, town councillors and magistrates. On the 
King’s throne sat John Spottiswoode, Archbishop of St 
Andrews, Primate of All Scotland and Lord Chancellor. 
Amongst the people on that occasion was none other 
than the minister and historian David Calderwood.

As the Dean proceeded to read the collect (prayer) 
for the day, Jenny Geddes threw her stool, resulting 
in mass tumult. Outside an even larger crowd had 
assembled, who manhandled the bishop and others 
as they fled the building. The point was obvious: the 
essence of worship mattered more than anything else. 
Perhaps the most surprising consequence of attempts 
to corrupt Presbyterian order and the ordering of 
worship was a range of civil disturbances. Women 
were involved in riots in Kirkcudbright and Irongray 
in 1663, when attempts were made to prevent the 
induction of Episcopalian curates.

Petitioning for Others
The list of great women who were well-known 
covenanters reads like a ‘who’s who’ of the Scottish 
aristocracy, including as it does the Marchioness of 
Hamilton, the Countess of Eglintoun, Lady Linlithgow, 
the Duchess of Rothes and Lady Henrietta Campbell. A 
particularly notable example is Lady Margaret Kennedy 
(d.1685), a daughter of the covenanter John Kennedy, 
sixth Earl of Cassilis. She demonstrated her opposition 
to episcopacy by refusing to attend public worship 
from 1664-67. This period covers almost exactly the 
time when the military regime of Rothes was in control 
of the policy against Presbyterian dissent.

Lady Margaret used her position to lobby on behalf 
of suffering Presbyterians, including ministers. When 
Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660, she 
began almost immediately to make appeals to the 
King’s closest adviser, the Earl of Lauderdale, a man 
who was prepared to use violence to get his way. In 
letter after letter, she wrote on behalf of tenants 
who were in need, those who were fined, and those 
whom she considered to be worthy ministers. In May 
1661, she appealed to Lauderdale on behalf of the 
covenanting minister Patrick Gillespie, that he might 
escape execution. In 1681 she appealed on behalf of 
her father, who had voted in the Parliament against the 
King’s Test Act and would not sign it. The Act required 
all who wished to hold any office to swear that they 
judged it unlawful for the King’s subjects, among other 
things, to assemble to “treat, consult or determine” 

any matter “ecclesiastic” without the King’s “special 
command or express licence”.

Slandered
Presbyterian women were often slandered. John 
Graham of Claverhouse, often referred to simply as 
‘Claverhouse’, was an Episcopalian soldier guilty of 
the worst of crimes during the Covenanting period, 
resulting in his nickname “Bluidy Clavers”. In the second 
volume of his Memorials of Claverhouse, published in 
1862, the historical author Mark Napier referred to the 
women who were tried for high treason during those 
years – a crime involving the death penalty – as “violent 
and dangerous rebels, haunting with, and sometimes 
apprehended along with, outlawed scoundrels who 
denied, publicly, the King’s right to reign, and proclaimed 
themselves ready to cut his throat.” Claverhouse 
himself blamed non-conforming Presbyterian women 
for “shameful excesses”. Archbishop James Sharp, in 
a diocesan court in St Andrews in 1669, complained 
bitterly against non-conforming Presbyterian women, 
referring to them as “she-zealots” and “Satanesses” 
(Ladies of the Covenant, p.215).

Standing Firm
Marion Harvie and Isabel Alison, frequently described 
as radical Presbyterians, were tried and executed 
in 1681 for harbouring the assassins of Archbishop 
Sharp. At their trial, both women were told by the Privy 
Council that “a rock, the cod, and boboons” (distaff, 
pincushion and a bobbin of thread) were more suitable 
for them than strong views on theology. They were 
subsequently executed for refusing to renounce their 
faith. Anna Duncan, Margaret Kello and Janet Crawford 
refused to give evidence as to their knowledge of an 
earlier assassination attempt on Sharp in 1668; their 
penalty was banishment.

Suffering for the Cause
No record would be complete without reference to the 
women of the Disruption of 1843. Ministers’ wives, 
enduring intense, emotional conflict, willingly left 
manses behind and went out into the unknown. One 
such was Mrs Janet Martin, Bathgate, who recorded: 
“we hoped that we would not meet anyone, as we 
could not have spoken”. The Martins made their way 
to a small, rented flat – the only lodging they could 
get. Mrs Anne McLeod, Snizort, wrote to her husband 
during the famous General Assembly which saw the 
formation of the Free Church, urging him to hold on in 
the course before him with the words, “I would rather 
hear of your death than your denying your principles.”

Such were the women who deserve to be 
remembered.
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With careful study, it will give you an excellent grounding 
in a neglected doctrine of the Christian faith.
Calum Macleod

Evening Readings to 
Encourage
James Clark, hbk, 376pp, 
£8.95. Available from Peter 
Reynolds Books, James A. 
Dickson Books or Stornoway 
Christian Bookshop.

This is the second volume 
of daily readings for the 
melancholic, dejected 

and discouraged. The demand 
for the previous volume necessitated a companion. 
The first reading – “in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden” (John 19:41) – leads to several 
delightful comments. Clark observes that the way of 
the cross led to a garden. When we come to die we 
shall leave our cross behind.

Clark administers myriads of good things, but doesn’t 
ignore the difficult questions, as with the words taken 
from Job 29:2, “Oh that I were as in months past”. Summer 
does not last all year: there are fluctuations in Christian 
experience, many of them unwelcome. Clark then moves 
to analysis. For some people, ‘feeling’ is their religion, 
but as Clark notes, Christ’s soldiers must serve in hard 
times. Job did not feel as secure as in former days, but 
he knew that he was secure; faith is not walking by sight 
but by facts. Feelings failed Job, but conscience did not: 
he would do his duty. Lack of feeling should not lead to 
a lack of hope. “Hope keeps us going from one Pilgrim’s 
Inn to another before we arrive at Pilgrim’s Rest.”

How can we encourage one another? Clark turns 
to Ephesians 5:19 and the role of the Psalms. As 
Clark notes, there we find much of Christ, guidance, 
and the content of our praise. Clark warns us against 
“religious humanism”, where the focus is on this world. 
The answer is heavenly-mindedness. For our variable 
moods, afflictions and battles of the mind, there 
are helps and counsels in this book that are biblical, 
theological, Christ-centred, affective and energising. 
As Clark says, we live in two spheres simultaneously, 
in Christ and in the world. Life in the world means 
tribulation, life in Christ has peace.

If the first volume was more diagnostic (always 
needed) this second volume is more pastoral, 
administering consolation. It is a medicine cabinet for 
all suffering saints.
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

Remember the Sabbath Day: Is the Lord’s Day still 
relevant in the twenty-first century?
Day One Publications, pbk, 105pp, £6.00. 
Available from Christian bookshops or e-mail: 
sales@dayone.co.uk

It is fitting that a book on the Sabbath or Lord’s Day 
should have seven chapters. It has been written 
by seven ministers who at the time of writing 

were all members of the Lewis Branch of the Lord’s 
Day Observance Society: Stephen McCollum (RPC), 
Paul Murray (FC), Greg MacDonald (FCC), Malcolm 
Macleod (FC), Alasdair J. Macleod (FCC), Iain Smith 
(FCC) and Andrew W.F. Coghill (FC). If the introduction 
by Rev. George MacAskill (APC) is included, four 
denominations are represented, demonstrating that 
the Sabbath is not the domain of “legalists or Pharisees 
or culture-bound traditionalists” (p.105), but belongs 
to the entire Christian Church.

The first six chapters are 
entitled A Day to...Remember, 
Observe, Rest, Believe, Worship 
and Hope. Each chapter 
gives a different yet helpful 
perspective on the Lord’s Day. 
I found the fourth chapter a bit 
more challenging to read, but 
once understood it gives a good 
insight into the abiding validity 
of the Fourth Commandment. 
Each author has thoroughly 
researched his subject, with 

the result that the question in the subtitle is clearly 
answered in the affirmative. There is, unavoidably, 
some overlap in the content, but this allows each 
chapter to stand on its own. I would suggest that the 
book be read one chapter at a time.

In his Conclusion chapter, Rev. Andrew Coghill gives 
some personal testimony of how, in his youth, he was 
one who saw the Lord’s Day as nothing more than a 
day to “go to church”, but gradually came, by reading 
the Word of God, to a deeper love for the Lord and 
His Day. He speaks candidly yet affectionately in his 
exhortation and has an obvious pastoral spirit. In many 
respects this was my favourite chapter of the book.

This book gives compelling, and, in my view, 
irrefutable arguments for the perpetual keeping of the 
Sabbath and that as the ‘Lord’s Day’ it is now the first day 
of the week, a foretaste of the eternal Sabbath in Heaven. 

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ayr    
Ballyclare & Doagh     
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Aug 2021
£

14,800
16,241
22,545
15,296

7,680
76,563

9,734
9,884
8,363

14,562
42,542

6,528
7,380
8,800
1,573

15,083
22,247
16,100
14,000

3,000
94,712

14,657
14,783
12,370
10,716
20,131
60,301

132,958

13,844
4,933

18,807
17,165
16,845
71,593

985

419,353

25,441
0

444,793

72,581
372,212

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2022

£

0
0
0
0

5,605
5,605

0
4,584

225
0

4,809

0
0
0
0
0
0

5,078
0
0

5,078

0
0
0

2,175
233

0
2,408

278
0

480
600
625

1,983

0

19,882

0
0

19,882

1,573
18,309

Total to Aug 2022
£

15,600
15,496
21,164
15,821
7,770

75,851

1,292
10,372
3,208

13,083
27,954

6,196
9,598

11,675
1,765

15,667
18,250
16,600
10,013
2,500

92,262

14,252
15,274
12,449
10,796
19,975
66,865

139,611

13,351
4,300

20,242
16,530
17,803
72,226

995

408,899

37,715
0

446,614

75,567
371,047

Aug 2022
£

1,950
1,500
2,000
1,450

975
7,875

0
700

0
1,500
2,200

274
1,000
1,100

130
1,600
1,500
1,600

300
0

7,504

1,676
1,650

712
1,050
2,200
9,657

16,945

1,500
500

1,500
1,500
1,600
6,600

0

41,124

6,362
0

47,486

0
47,486

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
October      November
2    Ayr, Greenville, Snizort    6    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, Kilmorack & Strathglass
9    Cross, St Louis     13  Aberdeen, Tarbat
16  Ballyclare & Doagh    20  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
23  Atlanta, Knock & Point, Poolewe & Aultbea  
30  Glasgow–Partick        (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the 
same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my 
name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts.”

Malachi 1:11

Rev. Davide & Mrs Deborah Ratti outside the place of worship of the Braga Congregation


