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Few ministers in Scotland have enjoyed such 
renown as Thomas Boston (1676-1732). His 
preaching and pastoral labours were wonderfully 

blessed by God, and his writings, including Human 
Nature in its Fourfold State and The Crook in the Lot, 
have been of great help to many. Boston endured 
great afflictions in life, both inward and outward. He 
knew the pain of ecclesiastical controversy, but he 
also suffered from poor health, and his wife even more 
so. Six of their ten children died in infancy. Yet in his 
Memoirs Boston gladly echoes what is said in the Bible 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, “He hath done all things well” 
(Mark 7:37).

In the Fourfold State, Boston consoles believers 
with the prospect of their complete victory on the day 
of judgement. He says: “Whatever be your afflictions 
in the world, this day will make up all your losses.” No 
doubt Boston, as many of the Lord’s people, took heart 
from the apostle Paul’s words to the Corinthians: “For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). Our times may be very different 
from those in which the early Christians lived, but it is 
the same fallen world. The ravages of sin mean that we 
need comfort, just as they did.

Covenant
To comfort is to encourage. Christians have such a 
ministry, one to another. A brother or sister is in 
difficulty, even distress. We desire to help, and we draw 
near, offering our sympathy and support. We “weep 
with them that weep” (Rom. 12:15), yet our pity seems 
wholly inadequate. Recognising this, we commend the 
one in trouble to “the Father of mercies, and the God 
of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3). God can comfort in a way 
we cannot – giving all comfort, by His word and Spirit. 
After Isaiah had foretold rebellious Judah’s exile in 
Babylon, he then brought a hopeful message from God 
concerning their restoration, beginning with, “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people” (Isa. 40:1). As Matthew 
Poole says, the Lord thereby charges His servants, then 
and now, to “deliver this comfortable message from 
me to my people, that they may not sink under their 
burdens.”

The comfort we get from God is spiritual. When 
we are in a miserable condition we find that nothing 
temporal is able to soothe us; because we have a soul 

our comfort is bound up with our prospects in the 
world to come. A believer may be weighed down with 
afflictions here, yet he or she can consider eternity 
with confidence, because of God’s covenant. Our first 
parents were very ‘comfortable’ in the garden of 
Eden, enjoying fellowship with God and every earthly 
blessing, but under the covenant of works eternal 
life was not secure to them. Those who belong to 
Christ may, like the beggar Lazarus, possess little of 
this world’s good, yet God has made with them an 
everlasting covenant, all of His grace and therefore 
“sure” (2 Sam. 23:5). Here is solid comfort!

Cross
The Holy Spirit in particular is our Comforter. He 
comes alongside us bearing witness to Christ (John 
15:26), in whom alone we have redemption. And what 
redemption! Idolatrous, adulterous Jerusalem was told 
that she would receive from God, not an overwhelming 
judgement but an abundance of grace (Isa. 40:2)! So 
it is for Christians. The truth is that we are all sinners, 
but, blessed be God, Jesus Christ came to comfort 
those who mourn in Zion (Isa. 61:1-3; Luke 4:17-21). 
Through the preaching of this good news, “God cheers 
us by his life-giving light, to rescue us from the abyss of 
death, and to restore us to complete happiness.” (John 
Calvin) The devil tempts us to think that the cross is 
not enough and that we must add something to it, yet 
in Christ crucified we truly have ‘double’ for all our 
sins!

Apart from the knowledge that there is a remedy 
for sin we can have no real comfort in this life. When 
people are told that they have an incurable illness it 
is no surprise if their grief is great. Whatever family 
and friends say, it hardly brings them any consolation. 
The encouragement for us is that the disease of sin 
has a cure and one that is within our reach. The united 
testimony of the Scriptures is that Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, has put away sin by His death at Calvary. 
Saving faith receives this testimony as true. It hears the 
Saviour’s cry, “It is finished” (John 19:30), and beholds 
Him as risen from the grave and ascended to God’s 
right hand. Having dealt with sin, Christ has conquered 
Satan, death and hell.

Forgiveness
The Christian’s comfort lies in knowing that this 
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remedy for sin has been applied to his soul. If we are 
born again and joined to Christ then everything is well, 
but how do we know that we are in Christ Jesus? The 
answer is that we have “the earnest of the Spirit” in 
our hearts (2 Cor. 1:22). An earnest is a part given as 
a pledge of the whole which shall come later. Matthew 
Henry’s commentary says: “The illumination of the 
Spirit is an earnest of everlasting light; the quickening 
of the Spirit is an earnest of everlasting life; and the 
comforts of the Spirit are an earnest of everlasting 
joy.” By His indwelling the Holy Spirit confirms to the 
believer what God promises in His word: that Christ’s 
atoning blood has been sprinkled upon him, his sins 
are pardoned, and he can therefore look forward to his 
heavenly inheritance.

We might think that the disciples were in a better 
position than us, with Jesus present in the flesh, but 
that would be wrong. When Christ was about to take 
His leave of the disciples He said to them, “I will not 
leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” (John 
14:18) He left them physically but returned to them 
in the person of the Holy Spirit with the fulness of His 
ministry as the Comforter, from which we also benefit. 
The Spirit convinces us of our sin and our need to rely 
upon Christ’s justifying righteousness alone for our 
acceptance with God (John 16:8-11); the Spirit does 
this continually, for it is the only way we can enjoy the 
comfort of God’s peace within.

Holiness
Bought with Christ’s precious blood and pardoned 
from their sins, Christians are called to live a godly 
life. “But now being made free from sin, and become 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life.” (Rom. 6:22) As we go on we 
are only more aware, not less, of the crookedness 
of our nature, yet are we not often half-hearted in 
fighting the good fight? It seems that we can make a 
greater effort in anything but this! The problem always 
comes down to the feebleness of our faith. No grace is 
more important to our souls than this one. As J.C. Ryle 
said: “By faith we begin. By faith we live. By faith we 
stand. We walk by faith and not by sight. By faith we 
overcome.” Let us do all we can to nourish our faith in 
our faithful God.

Warfare always brings sorrow with it, even if the 
cause is just and the eventual outcome is victory. It 
is no different with the holy war. In their struggles 
against sin and unbelief believers are often mournful, 
yet Christ gives us a beatitude for our encouragement 
(Matt. 5:4). The Spirit is changing us into the image 

of our Lord (2 Cor. 3:18), and one day His image will 
be seen in us clearly. Sin will be gone and our sorrow 
will be at an end. “God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes” (Rev. 21:4). Assurance of this brings us the 
greatest possible comfort we can have here below until 
we enter our final, perfect rest.

Glory
Do we know God’s mighty cure for our sins? If we do 
then we may be thankful for the comfort we enjoy amid 
our trials. It humbles us when we remember that it 
comes from One who had reason to lament: “Reproach 
hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and 
I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and 
for comforters, but I found none.” (Ps. 69:20) And it 
humbles us even more when we remember that the 
reason for Christ’s incomparable suffering was that 
the Lord laid on Him the iniquities of His people (Isa. 
53:6). Now this gospel Boaz speaks in a friendly way to 
His unworthy Ruth, even to her heart, comforting her 
(Ruth 2:13). We owe everything to Him!

Are we bowed down under a load of cares, and 
perhaps fearful of the future? The Psalmist prayed, 
“Lord, remember David, and all his afflictions” (Ps. 
132:1). And remember us the Lord does! He assures 
us of His necessary help (Isa. 41:10), promising us His 
strength in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:9) and telling us 
that there is a good end to our troubles (Rom. 8:28). 
The end is the one spoken of by the apostle Peter: 
“praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7). This is the direction in which our 
present trials tend and the final outcome of them: the 
new Jerusalem awaits the Lord’s people.

We should have a desire for heaven. Paul certainly 
had it, for he knew that it would mean being with the 
Saviour whom he loved (Phil. 1:23). He got his desire. 
In the Fourfold State, Boston encourages those who 
hope for heaven: “Let them never account any duty too 
hard, nor any cross too heavy, nor any pains too great, 
so that they may attain the crown of glory.” The Lord 
is indeed good unto them that wait for Him – even in 
their afflictions.
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“In their struggles 
against sin and 
unbelief believers are 
often mournful...”
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(Winslow [1808-78] was born in London and became 
a well-known preacher and author, ministering first 
in the USA and then England. This piece is taken from 
his ‘Morning Thoughts’, first published in 1858, and has 
been lightly edited.)

“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come” (Hebrews 13:14)

The true believer in Jesus is a traveller. He is 
journeying to a city of habitation, to the mount 
of God – and, blessed be God, he will soon be 

there! The apostle Peter dedicates his pastoral letter 
to the “strangers scattered” abroad – the people of 
God dispersed over the face of the earth. Such is the 
Church of Christ. The saints of God are “strangers and 
pilgrims” scattered abroad. Here on earth they have 
no permanent abode, no certain resting-place. The 
Church is in the wilderness, journeying through it. The 
present is called the “time of [our] sojourning” (1 Pet. 
1:17).

Journey
We are but wayfarers at an inn, abiding only for a night. 
“Here have we no continuing city”. We are strangers and 
sojourners, as all our fathers were. But this, beloved, is 
the reconciling, animating thought – we are journeying 
to the dwelling of God. We are on our way to the good 
land which the Lord our God has promised us; to the 
kingdom and the mansion which Jesus has gone to 
take possession of and to prepare for us. In a word – 
and this image is the climax of the blissful prospect – 
we are hastening to our “Father’s house” (John 14:2), 
the home of the whole family in heaven and in earth, 
the residence of Christ, the dwelling-place of God.

Difficulty
To this each believer in Jesus is journeying. The road 
is difficult, the desert is tedious – sometimes perilous 
from its smoothness, or painful from its roughness; 
its difficultness now wearying, its intricacy now 
embarrassing. But who will complain of the path that 
conducts him to his home? Who would yield to the 
sensation of fatigue, who is journeying to an eternal 
rest? Much of the anxiety and discontent peculiar 
to the pilgrimage of the saints arises from the faint 

conceptions which the mind forms of the coming glory. 
We think too faintly and too seldom of heaven. The eye 
is bent downwards, and seldom do we lift up our heads 
in prospect of the redemption that “draweth nigh” 
(Luke 21:28).
 
Anticipation
And yet how much there is in the thought of glory, in 
the anticipation of heaven – its nature and associations 
– calculated to stimulate, to cheer, and to allure us 
onwards! It is the place where we shall be sinless; it is 
the residence where we shall see God; it is the mansion 
where we shall be housed with Christ; it is the home 
where we shall dwell with all the saints; it is the point 
at which are collecting all the holy of earth, some of 
whom have already left our embrace for its holier and 
happier regions, and whom we shall meet again. Why, 
then, should we be cast down because of the difficulty 
of the way, or for one moment lose sight of the glory 
that awaits us, or cease to strive for the fitness essential 
to its enjoyment?

Heaven
In a little while – oh, how short the journey! – and we 
shall be there. Then we shall realise, to their fullest 
extent, the beauty and the sweetness of the description 
so often read and pondered with tears of hope – “But ye 
are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church 
of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel.” (Heb. 12:22-24)

O my soul! will you not stretch every nerve, endure 
every privation, and relinquish every weight, thus to 
reach this glorious city of God?

“There we shall see the saints of old, of whom we have so 
often read; there we shall see those holy ministers whose 
faith and patience we have admired; there we shall see 
one another round the throne of our common Saviour, 
and be parted and separated no more. There we shall 
labour and toil no more, for the days of mourning shall 
be ended.” – J.C. Ryle

DEVOTIONAL

THE CITY TO COME
OCTAVIUS WINSLOW
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One of the many surprising things heard from 
some pulpits in our land in reference to the 
unconverted is the phrase, “will you allow 

yourself to...?” (or similar). The implication is that the 
sinner’s will is free; that the individual is in charge of 
his soul to the extent that even God cannot override 
the exercise of his will.

The reality is very different. In plain terms, sinners 
by nature are in bondage to sin. Such is this bondage 
that they neither desire nor seek freedom. They merely 
want what they believe will make their lives in this 
world more bearable. As Scripture states unequivocally, 
none seek after God (Rom. 3:11). So important is this 
truth that it is embedded in the Church’s songbook (Ps. 
14:2-4). The Church sings of the bondage of the will, 
but do preachers actually believe it? Is it evident in 
their preaching?

“The hinge”
The German reformer Martin Luther, writing to the 
priest and philosopher Desiderius Erasmus (1466-
1536) in his famous work The Bondage of the Will 
published in 1525, stated: “You alone have attacked 
the real thing, that is, the essential issue. You have not 
worried me with those extraneous...trifles, rather, you and 
you alone have seen the hinge on which all turns. For that 
I heartily thank you.” For Luther, the matter of the will 
was so central to the gospel that he termed it a ‘hinge’ – 
that upon which the Gospel turns. Essentially there are 
only two positions on this. There is no alternative way 
or middle way: the will is either free or bound. It comes 
down to this: can a sinner, left to himself, choose to seek 
God, follow Christ or do anything of a saving nature? 
According to Luther, the real question is, What ability 
has ‘free-will’? In what respect is it the subject of Divine 
action and how is it related to the grace of God? If we 
know nothing of these things, we shall know nothing 
whatsoever of Christianity, and shall be in worse case 
than any people on earth!

In stark terms, if we are ignorant of God’s works and 
power, we are ignorant of God himself. Luther rightly 
argues, If I do not know God, I cannot worship, praise, 
give thanks or serve Him, for I do not know how much 
I should attribute to myself and how much to Him. We 
need, therefore, to have in mind a clear-cut distinction 
between God’s power and ours, and God’s work and 
ours, if we would live a godly life. Now we see how 
much ‘hinges’ on this subject: nothing less than the 
knowledge of the true God and the worship of him.

“Lies”
A decade after Luther wrote to Erasmus, the reformer 
John Calvin responded to the Roman Catholic theologian 
Albert Pighius (c.1490-1542), who had published a 
vitriolic argument in defence of ‘free will’. As Calvin 
notes, while heretics write at leisure, defending truth 
is always done under pressure of doing other things. 
Pighius makes outlandish claims against those who 
believe the ‘bondage of the will’, which claims Calvin 
rightly labels “lies”. With patient and clear scriptural 
reasoning, Calvin begins with the Fall, that is, original 
sin. He says that what we ‘ought’ to do (duty) does not 
imply what we ‘can’ do (ability). Because of the Fall, 
without grace the sinner will never choose the ‘good’. 
He cannot do so, because, being enslaved to sin, he 
loves the sins which he pursues. The only freedom a 
sinner has is the freedom to choose sin.

There is a difference between human nature as 
created and human nature as fallen. Those who tout 
‘free will’ ignore the difference. The function of God’s 
law is to point to grace, which alone gives what the 
law demands (and we cannot give). The problem with 
Pighius, and all who argue for free will, is that they 
begin too late in their argument. Calvin (like Luther) 
goes back to the Fall. The real problem isn’t actually our 
will but our nature. Because our nature is corrupted 
our will always chooses in favour of our nature. What is 
needed is that the nature be changed, and the will shall 
follow accordingly. It was the Church father Augustine 
(354-430) who used the analogy of the weather vane 
which turns in the direction of the prevailing wind. As 
the weather vane does not move of itself, independently, 
neither does our will, which chooses according to our 
nature, either under sin or under grace.

‘Of Free Will’
In its chapter ‘Of Free Will’, the Westminster Confession 
of Faith explains that “Man, in his state of innocency, 
had freedom and power to will and to do that which 
is good” (9:2). But things changed with the Fall, when 
man “wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good 
accompanying salvation”, such that he is “altogether 
averse from that good, and dead in sin”, and is “not 
able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to 
prepare himself thereunto.” (9:3). It is at this point that 
God’s intervention is essential. When God converts a 
sinner the following happens. God “translates him 
into the state of grace”, “freeth him from his natural 
bondage under sin”, and by grace alone “enables him 

DOCTRINE

THE BONDAGE OF THE WILL
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / THE BONDAGE OF THE WILL

Seventh, a man’s works are totally irrelevant to 
his righteousness before God. Consider the case of 
Abraham. “Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.” (Rom. 4:3) Paul then 
proceeds to contrast works and faith. Works leads 
to boasting; faith does not. Before God boasting is 
irrelevant, as all the glory must go to God. Only by faith 
can this be accomplished.

Eighth, there is the reality of the sinner’s state 
without the Spirit. In Romans 8 we have a contrast 
between ‘flesh’ and ‘Spirit’. “For they that are after 
the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.” (v.5) The 
clincher is in verse 9, where Paul says, “Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”; 
this argument is conclusive against free will.

Ninth, salvation by grace demonstrates that free 
will plays no part. In Romans 10:20, Paul quotes words 
from Isaiah 65:1, “I was found of them that sought 
me not”. Paul is saying this of the Gentiles, who at no 
time in their history sought after Christ. For centuries 
they lived in their sin, for that is where their free will 
left them. By contrast, the Jews had everything and 
followed after the law of righteousness, yet did so in 
vain (Rom. 9:31).

Tenth, there is the inability of man to believe the 
gospel. Christ says, “No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him” (John 6:44). 
Here it is plain that free will has no part to play in 
salvation: without the work of drawing by the Father, 
there will be no going to Christ.

Consequence
Knowing the bondage of the sinner’s will in no way 
deters gospel preaching. Neither does it preclude 
setting before sinners all manner of exhortations, 
arguments, reasonings and persuasions to encourage 
them to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul declared 
that the gospel of Christ is “the power of God unto 
salvation” (Rom. 1:16)!

We conclude with John Wycliffe (c.1324-84), who 
rightly stated: “Neither place nor human election 
makes a person a member of the Church but divine 
predestination”. And: “Trust wholly in Christ; rely 
altogether on his sufferings; beware of seeking to be 
justified in any other way than by his righteousness. Faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient for salvation.”

freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good” 
(9:4). However, because of remaining indwelling sin, 
we vacillate between good and evil, sometimes doing 
one and sometimes the other. All is not yet complete. 
It is only in the state of glory that our will is made 
“perfectly and immutably free to do good alone” (9:5).

Augustine’s famous description of the four states 
of man holds true, and is worth our thinking through 
carefully:

1. (Innocency) – man was able to sin, able not to 
sin (Latin: posse peccare, posse non peccare);

2. (Sin and Misery) – man is not able not to sin (non 
posse non peccare);

3. (Grace) – man is able not to sin (posse non peccare);
4. (Glory) – man is not able to sin (non posse peccare).

What says Scripture?
We value the teaching of Luther, Calvin and the 
Westminster Confession, but Scripture has ultimate 
authority. Following Luther’s lead, these ten arguments 
against free will are uncontroverted:

First, universal guilt proves that ‘free will’ is false. 
As Paul states in Romans 1:18, the wrath of God rests 
upon mankind. If free will exists, why are all without 
exception under wrath?

Second, the universal dominion of sin proves free 
will to be false. In Romans 3:9, we read that we all are 
under sin. We are not only guilty of sin, but slaves to 
the sin that makes us guilty. Obviously, none of us has 
the power to undo, reverse or nullify our guilt.

Third, ‘free will’ is not able to gain acceptance with 
God by good deeds. Paul states in Romans 3:20 that “by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight”. Once again we see the uselessness of free will.

Fourth, the law is designed to lead sinners to Christ 
by giving a knowledge of sin. As we already see in 
Romans 3:20, “by the law is the knowledge of sin”; the 
law was never given to enable us to do right, nor does 
it free us from the sin it reveals and condemns. Worse 
follows. If Paul, who knew the law, was in a real sense 
ignorant of his sin (Rom. 7:9,10), we see the darkness 
and blindness of the sinner’s heart.

Fifth, the doctrine of salvation by faith proves that 
‘free will’ is false. Paul utters thunderbolts against free 
will in Romans 3:21-26. As works cannot justify us, 
so faith does. The supreme concern of free will is to 
exercise itself in moral righteousness, by performing 
the deeds of the law, but Paul refers to a righteousness 
“without the law” (v.21). That term ‘without’ does 
away with free will.

Sixth, the doctrine of human merit destroys the 
doctrine of free grace. If God justifies us “freely by his 
grace” (Rom. 3:24), how can we attribute to free will 
what is ascribed to divine grace alone?

“As works cannot 
justify us, so faith 
does.”
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(Taken and abridged from Calvin’s preface to the 
New Testament in the Olivétan Bible of 1535, the first 
Protestant translation in French.)

Scripture is also called gospel, that is, new and 
joyful news, because in it is declared that Christ, 
the sole true and eternal Son of the living God, was 

made man, to make us children of God his Father, by 
adoption. Thus he is our only Saviour, to whom we owe 
our redemption, peace, righteousness, sanctification, 
salvation, and life; who died for our sins and rose again 
for our justification; who ascended to heaven for our 
entry there and took possession of it for us and our 
home; to be always our helper before his Father. As 
our advocate he sits at the Father’s right hand as King, 
made Lord and Master over all, so that he may restore 
all that is in heaven and on earth; an act which all the 
angels, patriarchs, prophets and apostles did not know 
how to do and were unable to do, because they had not 
been ordained to that end by God.

Many Witnesses
As the Messiah had been promised so often in the Old 
Testament by the many testimonies of the prophets, so 
also Jesus Christ was by sure and certain testimonies 
declared to be the One, and none other, who was to 
come and was to be waited for. For the Lord God has 
made us so completely certain in this matter, by his 
Word and his Spirit, by his angels, prophets, apostles, 
and even by all his creatures, that nobody is in a 
position to contradict it without resisting and rebelling 
against God’s power. And those whom the Lord has 
ordained to be witnesses down to our own age have 
amply demonstrated the same by their writings, as 
their readers can see well enough.

All these witnesses come together into a unity so 
well, and they are of one accord among themselves so 
fully, that it is easy to recognise in such agreement most 
certain truth. For there could not be such harmony in 
lies. Besides, it is not only the Father, the Son, the Holy 
Spirit, the angels, the prophets and apostles that bear 
witness to Jesus Christ; his own wonderful works show 
forth his most excellent power. The sick, the lame, the 
blind, the deaf, the mute, the paralytic, lepers, lunatics, 
demoniacs, and even the dead raised by him have 
carried the emblems of his power. By his power, he has 
given life; in his name, the works he has had given him 
to do were sufficient witnesses to him (John 10:25).

Heirs of Christ
In short, all the elements and all the creatures have 
given Jesus Christ the glory. At his command, the 
winds ceased, the raging sea subsided, the fish brought 
two drachmas in his belly, the stones (to render him 
witness) were broken to pieces, the veil of the Temple 
was torn in the middle, the sun was darkened, the 
graves were opened, the many bodies were restored to 
life. There has been nothing in heaven or on earth which 
has not witnessed that Jesus Christ is God, Lord and 
Master, and the great Ambassador of the Father sent 
here below to accomplish the salvation of mankind. 
All these things were announced, manifested, written, 
and signed in this Testament, by which Jesus Christ has 
made us his heirs in the Kingdom of God his Father, 
and declares to us his will (like a testator to his heirs) 
that it be put into execution.

Furthermore, we are called to this inheritance 
without respect for persons; male or female, little or 
great, servant or lord, master or disciple, cleric or lay, 
Hebrew or Greek, French or Latin – no one is rejected, 
who with a sure confidence receives him who was sent 
for him, embraces what is presented to him, and in 
short acknowledges Jesus Christ for what he is and as 
he is given by the Father.

Power of God
Without the gospel everything is useless and vain; 
without the gospel we are not Christians; without the 
gospel all riches is poverty, all wisdom, folly before 
God; strength is weakness, and all the justice of man is 
under the condemnation of God. But by the knowledge 
of the gospel we are made children of God, brothers 
of Jesus Christ, fellow townsmen with the saints, 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, heirs of God with 
Jesus Christ, by whom the poor are made rich, the 
weak strong, the fools wise, the sinners justified, the 
desolate comforted, the doubting sure, and slaves free.

The gospel is the Word of life and truth. It is the 
power of God for the salvation of all those who believe; 
and the key to the knowledge of God, which opens 
the door of the Kingdom of Heaven to the faithful 
by releasing them from sins, and closes it to the 
unbelievers, binding them in their sins. Blessed are all 
they who hear the gospel and keep it; for in this way 
they show that they are children of God. Woe to those 
who will not hear it and follow it; because they are 
children of the devil.

DOCTRINE

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST
JOHN CALVIN
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“They...were tempted” (Hebrews 11:37)

The Son of God experienced a life of temptation 
on earth; God’s sons by adoption may expect 
such a life here also.

When a temptation comes to meet you and you see 
an exit to avoid it, all is well. Likewise, if a temptation 
comes and you are not attracted to it, all is well. Again, 
if you feel an attraction but the temptation does not 
approach you that day, all is well. But what if it is not a 
case of encountering temptation from the outside, but 
an instance of carrying it within, like a virus which can 
flare up without warning? You can hardly run from it, 
it goes with you. You can pray against it, but as it is 
rooted in indwelling sin you can only get temporary 
relief. There is no ‘victorious life’ unless you are sinless 
– which is why the Pharisee does not know what it is to 
feel the invisible power of temptation.

What strategies therefore can be used by the believer 
against this indwelling power? Clearly, something has 
to be attempted – the only alternative would be to ‘give 
in’, to get it over with – but what great pain there is in 
the mind afterwards, with thoughts bordering on the 
despair which follows failure.

1. Try to Keep the Mind Filled
Isaac Watts taught the children, “Satan finds work for idle 
hands to do”. Adults need to remember that Satan also 
finds work for idle minds to do (as David found to his cost, 
2 Sam. 11:1,2). Have a Bible at hand, a small one if you 
are out and about. If you are studying the Word, it means 
you are not studying something else! Undisciplined 
minds are easy prey for Satan’s penetrating attack. Set 
targets for your reading, and keep on reading until the 
pressure drops. Mingle prayer with your reading too. We 
shall not be living in days of peace until the Lord comes; 
the soldier must meanwhile be on guard and also study 
what will enable him to fight better.

2. Seek an Awareness of the Presence of Christ
“Thou God seest me” (Gen. 16:13) can brace our 
resolve to endure, to keep fighting against what would 
harm us. We have better company than temptation, 
and must keep reminding ourselves that holiness 
is happiness – not a natural thought, but a Divine 
promise (fully experienced in heaven). John Owen’s 
work on ‘Communion with God’ is helpful, although it 
requires concentrated study. Thinking of Christ helps 
against harmful thoughts: it is the “expulsive power 

of a new affection”, as Thomas Chalmers said, which 
prevails against unwanted thoughts.

3. Thoughts of Eternity can Help
Such thoughts necessarily urge contrast with all that 
is temporary here. This was the encouragement given 
by the Apostle to the Corinthians, a group who lived 
in a very toxic city environment (2 Cor. 4:16-18). The 
greatest suffering will end one day, with a magnificent 
replacement for such experiences. Suffering takes our 
thoughts beyond time, beyond this ‘vale of tears’ to the 
place we were made for. All suffering gives the spiritual 
person a growing thirst for Home and all its comforts. 
We are in motion towards it, every day is another day 
in which we leave spiritual pains behind, and every 
night also. The Bible is the handbook for eternity. It is 
not delicate souls who arrive but the battle-hardened, 
with their veterans’ scars. It is a hard path we tread, 
but it is the path to life (Ps. 16:11).

4. Target one Sin in Particular each Day
This was Samuel Rutherford’s advice for the 
‘mortification’ of sin. To divide your energies is to 
weaken your focus. One strategy in mortification is 
also to starve the enemy of fuel: avoid anything that 
gives him supply, any advantage or way in. A man 
carrying gunpowder will avoid matches! Moreover, 
watch against taking a first step; it is a helpful truism 
that if you do not take the first step, then you cannot 
take the second! It is in proportion as sin dies that we 
truly live. The more the athlete disciplines herself, the 
better he or she will run. Sanctification is progressive, 
but it is progress up the Hill Difficulty.

5. Beware of Sin’s False Promises 
Sin is a subtle cheat; it tries to persuade us with hollow 
promises, such as, “this is the last time”. It promises, 
but swears falsely. Remember the horror of sin after 
you committed it, and shout against sin. Satan can 
come as “an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), and although 
he will pause in his attack, it is only “for a season” 
(Luke 4:13). It sometimes helps to get away from the 
devil’s oppression by going out of doors, and filling the 
senses with something better.

You will know yourself what weaknesses you have 
(if you examine your history), and, of course, some 
particular strategy may help you but not others (and 
vice versa), but do look for “a way to escape” (1 Cor. 
10:13). Some shallow-thinking advisers may say to you, 

HELP FOR THE TEMPTED
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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SIFTING BY PREACHING
C.H. SPURGEON

(A piece taken from a sermon entitled ‘The Sieve’ 
which was preached by Spurgeon at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, London, on 16th August 1868.)

“I will sift the house of Israel” (Amos 9:9)

Let us think of certain of the sieves in which you 
and I shall be tried. One is the preaching of the 
word.

A Discerner of Spirits
Wherever the gospel of Jesus Christ is faithfully preached, 
it acts as a discerner of spirits. There are certain 
searching and testing truths taught in God’s word, which 
when spoken in plainness and distinctness, cause mere 
professors to be angry, and voluntarily to withdraw 
themselves. This is the design of such truths, that the 
vile may be separated from the precious. You remember 
when our Lord stated a certain doctrine, it is said that 
certain of them walked no more with Him? It was not 
that He had done anything evil, or laid any hard duty 
upon them, but He had simply stated a deep truth of God; 
He had gone a little beyond His ordinary teaching, and 
at this deep truth they were straightaway scandalised, 
and walked no more with Him. So in the preaching of the 
gospel – if the minister declares the whole truth of God, 
certain persons will say, “I cannot receive that” – not 
because it is not Scriptural, but because it does not jump 
with their prejudices, or suit their carnal tastes.

The Precious and the Vile
Now, when such people go away, we have no cause to 
mourn except that they should be so foolish! Our cause 
is rather for rejoicing that God has made His word to 
answer what always was its purpose – the separating 
of the precious from the vile. The gospel is like a two-

PRACTICAL RELIGION / SIFTING BY PREACHING

edged sword, piercing to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit; it is intended to cut between the joints and 
the marrow, and to lay bare the very heart of man! I 
would hate to come into this pulpit, and utter words 
which should be needlessly offensive, but I do delight to 
preach the gospel that the word shall find you out, and 
make you perceive that we are speaking of you! Every 
true preacher of the gospel will be sure to become a 
spiritual detective; he may not know anything of his 
hearers, but in the course of his ministry he will speak 
as if he had entered into the very chambers of their 
heart, and read the secrets of their soul! There are 
some who do not like close dealings, though that seems 
to me to be the very ministry every Christian ought to 
prefer – a heart-searching, heart-trying ministry.

The Wheat Remains
But to many, plain preaching is very distasteful; they 
want to be patted on the back, and praised, and extolled; 
they like to have human nature lifted on high, and have 
sweet things said unto them; they are like those of old 
who said to the prophets, “speak unto us smooth things” 
(Isa. 30:10). But the genuine gospel, wherever it comes 
with God’s power, acts like a sieve, for vain and foolish 
people are offended at that which searches and tries 
them, and so they fall to the ground with the chaff – while 
the precious wheat, under such a ministry, remains to 
the glory of God! I have known some young ministers 
dreadfully alarmed because a few of their hearers have 
been indignant and threatened to withdraw when they 
have preached the doctrines of grace; this is the natural 
result of a faithful ministry; why then, be alarmed? No, 
let the chaff blow away! If God’s gospel offends any man, 
let him be offended! Or, rather, let divine grace come and 
change his heart until he shall yield to it, for the word of 
God cannot yield to him.

“Just quote Scripture like the Lord did in Matthew 4”, but 
words without Divine power behind them accomplish 
nothing – Christ had the words and the power. Remember 
also, the devil tried quoting Scripture too.

Satan came himself to assault Christ, and sometimes 
he also gives us his personal attention, with deadly 
intent. But the Lord knows our hidden world of 
suffering (Heb. 2:18) and pledges His power to enable 

us to survive (1 Pet. 1:5; Ps. 121); let us also use the 
means provided in His purpose. Nevertheless, upon 
failure, there is some comfort in knowing that the 
Lord does not expect us to be sinless in a state of grace 
(Ecc. 7:20; James 3:2; 1 John 1:8,10): that experience 
is reserved for the state of glory, “which is far better” 
(Phil. 1:23). Meanwhile, we fight on. “Hold out faith 
and patience.”
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To read the Bible is to read about families. Young 
people need to be aware that Christian families 
are not perfect and not perfectly harmonious 

here. “There is always something!”, as they say.

Families of Sinners
There are tensions in every family because the family is 
composed of sinners, with their corresponding degrees 
of sin. It is the delusion only of the Pharisee that he has 
a perfect family, and this illusion can only be kept alive 
by a strenuous effort to look at things mechanically and 
blame everybody else for the troubles that come (and 
they come upon every family). The Pharisee expects 
everyone else in the family to self-deny, change and 
submit...except himself. This in itself causes tensions: 
here is a man demanding perfection from everyone 
except himself! The Pharisee limits the development of 
his family’s individuality; the wife is often suppressed, 
the children are set gruelling targets to achieve, and the 
girls in particular are denied any high aspirations in life. 

The Lord’s Standard
However, the Lord sets the standard for husbands and 
fathers, mothers and wives, and also for children. His 
example was loving, gentle, patient, understanding and 
supportive/protective. There are no sinless families, 
and none without difficulties. God has however given 
us a blueprint in Scripture of the family which follows 
Christ’s teaching, and also the character in which this 
teaching is practised – the former is alas often spoiled 
by the latter. There are families analysed throughout 
the Bible and examples, good and bad, of how they 
responded to the trials of life and living together. It is in 
the home that we appear as we really are, with double 
standards painfully evident, selfishly maintained or 
even justified. Courtesy is reserved for those outside 
the family: the Christian is often a “saint abroad”.

Pressure to Change
Whether it be marriage or families, there is always a 
need to adapt to circumstances (without compromising 
the faith). We need, in particular, to adapt in our 
relationships with others – it is easy to think that all 
must be clones of ourselves or we will not be happy. 
Some people spend their lives trying to change others, 
in order to make life more bearable to themselves. It 
does not occur to them that more progress is made by 

seeking to change oneself (Phil. 3:12,13). The Pharisee, 
of course, sees no need to change his perfection, and 
he is too busy assessing others to spend time on his 
own development anyway. The Pharisee regards many 
as hopeless cases, but this attitude leads to hardness 
of heart and a proud separation from those who will 
not conform to the prevailing ‘shibboleths’. God sees 
the faults of everyone, nevertheless He saves sinners 
despite their faults (and ‘saints’ continue to have faults).

The Lord’s Experience
We tend to forget that Christ grew up in a family. 
When Joseph died, Jesus as the eldest son in the family 
assumed the responsibilities for the welfare of the 
family. As the Divine Author of the Book of Proverbs, 
we can be sure He put into practice what He taught 
there. In the family at Nazareth He dealt with a mother 
bereaved and siblings of all ages and characters. As the 
Son of His Father we know that His Father’s character 
shone through Him; something we should strive for 
ourselves. In that family there were doubtless tensions, 
problems, difficulties and needs to be resolved. They 
were a poor family and Jesus went to work in Joseph’s 
carpenter shop in Nazareth. He continued working 
there until He was thirty, by which time His brothers 
had grown up and could now support the family as He 
focussed on gathering the wider family of God.

The Lord’s Empathy
People may say, “But what does the Lord know of 
what my family goes through?” The Lord Jesus knew 
from experience the tensions and poverty of a family. 
He was the poor man’s Friend (Ps. 9:18. 41:1). His 
faithfulness was not always understood by His family, 
and sometimes they had harsh criticism for Him, yet His 
responses were patient and full of disarming wisdom. 
He committed His family at Nazareth to His own Father 
also, and some followed Him – James and Jude wrote 
Epistles in His support. We may sigh over the condition 
of the family, but we learn from this family that a present 
sigh does not exclude a future joy. Families are for a 
lifetime, and anything can happen in a lifetime. God can 
change people when others can’t. When He intervenes 
and takes over lives as Father, Husband and Guide, there 
is a Trinity of hope. We do not deny our responsibilities 
but we do deny that we can change people in the way 
that God can. Let us commit our families to God.

WHAT FUTURE PARENTS NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT FAMILIES
REV. JAMES CLARK

YOUTH FOCUS
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Obituary of Malcolm Fawkes, Duirinish 
(Rev. Calum Smith)

It was with profound sadness that we learned of the 
death of Mr Malcolm Fawkes (Duirinish) on 30th 
December 2021, following a period of illness.
Malcolm was born in Cardiff on 30th April 1950 

and following his marriage to Mairi he moved with her 
to the Isle of Skye where he was a local businessman 
for many years. Their only child Rachel died suddenly 
in 2009. However, it was his labours for his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ for which he will be most 
remembered by us.

Malcolm came to saving faith while attending the 
Free Church in Lonemore, Dunvegan. He joined the 
Free Church (Continuing) in 2016 and was admitted to 
the Eldership in the Duirinish Congregation in March 
2017. It was then that Malcolm’s abilities became 
more widely appreciated, through his willingness to 
help with supply preaching not only in Bracadale and 
Duirinish, but throughout the Skye and Lochcarron 
Presbytery and occasionally further afield. His death is 
a great loss to the Congregation he served so faithfully 
and also to the cause of Christ in this world.

To his widow Mairi, his brother Richard and his 
grand-daughter Addy, we extend our deep sympathy.

Retiral of Rev. Harry Woods (Rev. John W. Keddie)

After a ministry of forty years, the last eighteen 
being in the charge of Kilmorack & Strathglass 
(Beauly), Rev. Harry Woods retired from the 

CHURCH NEWS
pastoral ministry at the end of March 2022. Over these 
years in Beauly the congregation enjoyed a ministry of 
the highest expository quality and his retiral was met 
with real sadness. Mr Woods, who was ordained in 
1982, had previously been minister in Rogart, Paisley, 
and, after the division of 2000, Thornwood (now 
Knightswood) in Glasgow. He has also served, and 
continues to serve, as lecturer in Pastoral Theology at 
our Seminary.

To mark the occasion of his retiral, the congregation 
organised a lunch in a local hotel on 26th March to bid 
him a fond farewell as their retiring minister. Including 
Mr and Mrs Woods, twenty-one people gathered that 
afternoon to enjoy a fine meal. A specially-prepared 
cake was cut, and various presentations were made. 
Rev. Robert Josey (retired), an elder in the congregation, 
presented Mr Woods with a cheque and gift from the 
congregation and expressed their appreciation for his 
ministry among them. Mrs Maimie Macaulay presented 
a gift to Mrs Woods and Rev. Davide Ratti, who has been 
appointed as Interim-Moderator for the congregation, 
presented a gift from the Dores congregation. Mr 
Woods replied appreciatively.

Both Mr and Mrs Woods and the congregation felt 
the ‘sweet sorrow’ of the occasion. It was suitably 
closed by appropriate remarks from Rev. John Morrison 
(retired), a reading from 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 and 
prayer. The rich blessing of the Lord is the desire of the 
congregation for Mr and Mrs Woods as they move to 
their new home in Brora.

Spring Conference (Rev. John W. Keddie)

The Spring Conference of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) was held in its Westhill 
Church, Inverness, on Friday, 15th April. The 

theme of the Conference was ‘Revival.’ There is an 
awareness in the Church for the need of Revival 
and Reformation in the Churches today in Scotland 
and beyond, affecting all Churches. The Church had 
arranged for two lectures to be given in the Conference, 
one in the morning and another in the afternoon. There 
was also a separate teaching Programme for Primary 
School age children.

A gathering of around fifty adults (attendances 
were limited by the accommodation available at 
Westhill) listened attentively to the Rev. William 
Macleod’s lecture in the morning on ‘The Principles 
and Necessity of Revival’. Recently retired as minister 
of the denomination’s Knightswood congregation in 
Glasgow, Mr Macleod said that the fear of God descends 
upon the Church during revivals, the Spirit convicts of 
sin, and the burden for prayer is evident in such a work. 

Rev. Harry & Mrs Mairi Woods
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It is interesting that revival often comes when deadness 
prevails in the church. Mr Macleod dealt with revivals 
in the Bible, focussing on the experience described in 
Ezekiel 37. He ranged over Biblical accounts in the Old 
Testament and the New, not least the day of Pentecost 
in Acts 2 and its aftermath. Revivals in history were 
highlighted, including the 16th century Reformation, 
and movements down to the beginning of the 20th 
century.

Six principles by which revivals are recognised were 
outlined: (1) man cannot produce revivals; they must 
come from God; (2) there is a duty to pray for revival 
in the churches, especially invoking the work of the 
Holy Spirit; (3) there is a duty to humble ourselves and 
repent of sins and backslidings; (4) the gospel must 
be preached clearly and unashamedly; (5) revival will 
change Christians from being lukewarm and lifeless 
to being full of zeal for Christ and truth; (6) genuine 
revival will impact churches profoundly, and society 
consequently. Mr Macleod ended with the Scriptural 
plea: “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered” (Ps. 
68:1). Pray earnestly for revival; give the Lord no rest 
till he comes to revive us again in the midst of the years 
(Isa. 62:6,7; Hab. 3:1,2).

In the afternoon the Rev. Murdo Angus Macleod, 
minister in the congregation at Snizort on the Isle of 
Skye, treated the Conference to an account of various 
revivals that have affected the Western Isles, especially 
Lewis, his native Isle. Revival had first come to Lewis 
in the 1820s. It had a widespread spiritual impact in 
Lewis and Harris and had set the tone for Christianity 
in the Islands. Mr Macleod provided an effective 
overview of the various locations in the Islands which 
were touched by awakenings in the 20th century under 
three heads: (1) Facts; (2) Features; and (3) Fruits.

Under ‘facts’ he dealt decade by decade with periods 
of blessing in the Churches (mainly affecting the Free 
Church). This was reflected by the numbers professing 

faith during Communion seasons. As to the features of 
the revivals: There was a new hunger for the Word and 
worship of God. Prayer meetings and house fellowship 
meetings became common. Preaching took on a new 
power. The Lord’s day was more carefully observed. 
There was also a decline in crime and a noticeable 
love for the lost. There were notable fruits evident: the 
building up of congregations, and a marked change 
in the lives of those formerly careless about spiritual 
things. In the past 50 years the impact of revivals had 
declined in the Western Isles what with increasing 
secularism in society, though respect for Christian 
things still lingers to some extent.

The Conference was left with a challenge to seek 
the Lord for times of refreshing and awakening from 
Him, so needed in our day of rampant disregard for 
the Word and work of the Lord in society. It was of 
encouragement that a BBC Alba reporter was present 
to film some parts of the Conference and conduct 
interviews (in Gaelic), all very sympathetically.

Christian Crisis Grows in Burma (Myanmar)  
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Since the Burmese military seized power in 
February 2021, Christian and Christian-led 
ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) have been 

central to the resistance. Ethnic Chin, Kachin and 
Karen EAOs have armed, trained, co-led, supported 
and protected Burmese People’s Defence Force (PDF) 
paramilitaries. This year, the junta has escalated 
attacks in the north-west, where some 327,400 mostly 
Christian Chin are displaced; and in the south-east, 
where some 186,200 mostly Christian Karen are 
displaced. More than 925,000 civilians are internally 
displaced inside Burma, some 578,200 of whom have 
become displaced since the February 2021 coup. Most 
of the displaced are totally dependent on aid. Due to 
air strikes, farmers cannot tend crops. With roads cut, 
banks closed, villages torched, food stocks running out 
and the Monsoon season approaching, the situation is 
dire. Please pray.

Quote

“Never let the Christian professor deem moral 
integrity to be a low attainment. The man 
of God bursts forth into fervent praise for 

upholding grace in this path. For indeed, what can bring 
greater honour to God, than the proof manifested in 
the conduct of his people, that their daily transactions 
are animated with the soul of integrity, that their word 
is unchangeable? Never does godliness shine more 
bright, than in ‘shewing all good fidelity in all things’ 
(Titus 2:10).”
Charles Bridges

CHURCH NEWS

Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod (L) 
& Rev. William Macleod (R)
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UPDATE ON PRESBYTERY OF NAVARRE & 
ARAGON
REV. JAMES MACINNES

The General Assembly of 2021 made the historic 
decision to erect the Presbytery of Navarre & 
Aragon with two congregations – Pau in France, 

and Rubí, near Barcelona, in Spain – both congregations 
being permitted to call a minister in a self-supporting, 
tent-making capacity. Rev. Jorge Ruiz was already 
settled in Rubí, and on 30th October 2021 Rev. Hugues 
Pierre was ordained and inducted to Pau. Assessor 
elders have been appointed by the General Assembly 
to support the Presbytery and are also involved in the 
individual Kirk Sessions.

There are two divinity students under the 
Presbytery’s care. One is French and one is Argentinian, 
which means he is a native Spanish speaker. These 
men, Mr Paul Pontacq and Mr Joel Suarez, are presently 
engaged in studying, remotely, through our Seminary in 
Inverness. This brings the added challenge of studying 
in English, and it is expected that it will take both men 
four years to complete the course.

New Online Seminary
Mr Ruiz and Mr Pierre have been invited to participate as 
lecturers in a new online seminary, Seminario Teológico 
Reformado – William Ames (Reformed Theological 
Seminary – William Ames), currently being developed 
by Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada Nacional de Bolivia 
(National Presbyterian Reformed Church of Bolivia). 
This recently-constituted denomination has grown out 
of an increasing appreciation for Reformed doctrine 
amongst some Pentecostal Charismatics; there are 
presently seven congregations, each with a settled pastor. 
Like our own Church they adhere to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, use the Psalms 
exclusively without instrumental accompaniment in 
worship, and hold to the establishment principle.

Mr Ruiz is very familiar with lecturing remotely, 
having developed the online Academia do Teologia 
Reformada (Academy of Reformed Theology). 
Presently two men are following this course of studies, 
one of whom is already a pastor elsewhere in Spain.

Group in Portugal
The Presbytery has also been encouraged through 
contact with a group of believers in Braga, a city in 
the north of Portugal, who are seeking information, 
advice and support. This resulted in an online meeting 
with members of Presbytery followed by a visit by Mr 

Ruiz. Although the two languages are distinct there is 
a strong relationship between Spanish and Portuguese, 
such that it was possible for Mr Ruiz to preach to them 
in Spanish. Disappointment with compromise within a 
previous denomination has left this fellowship of about 
sixty people ecclesiastically isolated and without office-
bearers. There is an enthusiasm to learn, and during 
his visit Mr Ruiz was able to deliver a lecture on ‘The 
Christian Sabbath’. Questions and discussion revealed a 
shared understanding of this often-neglected doctrine.

A conference was arranged in Rubí in December. Mr 
Ruiz and Mr Pierre delivered papers on The Reformation 
in Navarre & France and What is the Reformed Church? 
Covid regulations meant that Rev. Trevor Kirkland 
(Ballyclare & Doagh) was unable to be present, but 
through an online link he delivered a lecture on The 
Reformation in Scotland 1583-1843. Submitting his 
manuscript beforehand allowed for smooth translation 
and it was an encouraging event with around forty in 
attendance.

Matters for Prayer
There has been some increase in attendances at the 
services in both Pau and Rubí in recent months but 
there is great need in the communities where the 
two congregations are situated, with the prevailing 
worldview combining secular humanism and a cultural 
association with the Roman Catholic Church. Please 
pray for the work in the Presbytery:

– that there would be encouragements within the 
individual congregations of Pau and Rubí;

– that Mr Ruiz and Mr Pierre would be granted 
great help in all of their responsibilities, particularly 
given that they serve in a ‘tent-making’ capacity;   

– for the development and delivery of online lectures 
and the preparation of students for the gospel ministry 
in Europe and beyond, particularly South America;

– for Mr Pontacq and Mr Suarez as they study in 
English;

– for the newly-constituted Church in Bolivia;
– for the believers in Braga and many others like 

them, growing tired with constant compromises within 
the wider church and looking for faithful preaching 
and worship untouched by the trends in society;

– for the members of Presbytery as they seek to 
nurture and encourage interest in Reformed theology 
and Biblical worship.
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THE WRITING ON THE WALL

Culture replacing Christ in the Kirk

The rebellion of the Church of Scotland (CoS) 
against Christ and Scripture continues 
unabated. Its enslavement to culture is evident 

in the matter of sodomy and homosexual unions, 
which are referred to euphemistically as ‘same-sex 
relationships’. This description is necessary to cover 
over the deception being practised. The shift was 
publicly evidenced in 2016 when the CoS General 
Assembly voted to allow ministers to be in same-sex 
relationships. At that time, while permitting such 
relationships, the CoS also affirmed the traditional 
view of marriage.

However, when liberal theology takes hold it does 
not remain static. The CoS now looks set to approve 
same-sex ‘marriages’. Out of its 41 presbyteries, 29 
have indicated their support for this, with only twelve 
opposed. The CoS is a prime example of moving from 
legalising to endorsing public sin. There are noises 
about giving protections to those who do not wish to 
conduct these ‘weddings’, but, as we see elsewhere, 
acceptance is never enough for those who are behind 
this iniquity. Ultimately there can only be celebration, 
and those who refuse to join in the rejoicing will be 
effectively silenced.

Here in the CoS is Romans chapter 1, in concrete 
form. First, the CoS changed the glory of God into a 
mirror image of itself; this was evident long before 
2016, when the ‘god’ being worshipped was ‘love’. 
Then, in 2016, the CoS permitted homosexual unions to 
exist alongside heterosexual marriage. Finally, in 2022, 
a ‘Solemnisation of Same Sex Marriage Overture’ is 
before its Assembly, and, if things proceed as expected, 
its ‘Faith Nurture Forum’ will soon have a liturgy ready 
for celebrants to use to ‘bless’ same-sex ‘marriages’.

The basic questions that remain are two. First, 
what strength of conviction do the twelve presbyteries 
which voted against the proposed move have? Sadly, 
little was done in opposition to the 2016 vote, and it 
is unlikely to be different now. Second, as the CoS is so 
obviously not submitting to it, what role does Scripture 
now have within the CoS? Since culture, not Christ, 
now rules the CoS, what reason is left for its existence?

Rutherford called the CoS of his own day a ‘harlot’, 
because of its departures from Christ. What would he 
call it now? As for the future, according to Romans 1, 
the judgement has already come for the CoS. It is not 
that the approval of sodomy will bring judgement: 
rather, sodomy is the judgement, with more to come. 
The writing is on the wall for the CoS.

CHRISTIANS AT WORK

A helpful ruling

Keith Waters pastors an independent evangelical 
church in Ely, Cambridge. To make up his income 
he had a part-time job as a school caretaker. On 

1 June 2019, Mr Waters placed this post on his Twitter 
account: “A reminder that Christians should not support 
or attend LGBTQ ‘Pride Month’ events held in June. 
They promote a culture and encourage activities that 
are contrary to Christian faith and morals. They are 
especially harmful to children.” A perfectly reasonable 
point of view, and expressed in polite terms. Pastor 
Waters had in mind the nudity and lewd behaviour 
which often feature in these events, held on city streets 
and in other public places; such things are clearly 
unsuitable for children (and, we might add, adults).

The reaction to this tweet is very revealing of the 
spirit animating the LGBTQ lobby and its allies, and 
the extent to which it has permeated our society. A 
journalist accused Pastor Waters of attacking the 
LGBTQ community; another wanted him to apologise. 
Local councillors called for the police to investigate 
him for a ‘hate incident’ and false rumours were 
spread that he was a child molester. Someone even 
sent funeral directors to his house to arrange his 
‘funeral’. Concerned for his safety, and that of his family 
and church members, Pastor Waters deleted the tweet. 
After an investigation by his employer, which had 
recently described him as “an asset”, he was told that 
his tweet was “highly inappropriate and offensive” and 
that he had brought the school into disrepute. In July 
2019 Mr Waters was given a final written warning. He 
resigned and later sued the school.

In April an Employment Tribunal found that Mr 
Waters was unfairly discriminated against. Given that 
some rulings in similar cases have been detrimental to 
Christians, this is welcome. Two statements made by 
Judge King are worth quoting. Firstly regarding freedom 
of speech: “The fact that the claimant made the tweet 
outside of work on his personal account as part of his role 
as a Christian Minister is highly relevant.” For this reason 
it was not proportionate in her opinion for the school 
to give Mr Waters a final warning. Then regarding 
Christian beliefs: “It is clear to us that evangelical 
Christian ministers will have views not necessarily shared 
by everyone in Society but that [it] is part of their duty as 
a Christian minister to preach those beliefs.”

We hope that Christians generally will benefit from 
this ruling. Pastor Waters was supported by Christian 
Concern, to whom we are indebted for much of this 
information (christianconcern.com).

COMMENT
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Thomas Cartwright (1535-1603) went from 
obscurity to countrywide recognition, and from 
Oxford to the Fleet Prison in London, via Dublin, 

Antwerp and Geneva. In this astonishing journey he 
met Hugh Latimer, Laurence Chaderton, Martin Bucer, 
Laurence Tomson and other Genevan Reformers.

Remarkable Life
Cartwright was the foremost proponent of 
Presbyterianism in the Church of England, and linked 
together in his remarkable life Scotland, England, 
Ireland and Continental Presbyterianism. He so 
thoroughly understood his convictions that he could 
see further than most. It also meant that he drew 
considerable attention, mostly unwelcome. His refusal 
to alter course drew the opprobrium of Anglicans 
who slandered him as a separatist. On the other hand, 
the real separatists, finding Cartwright unyielding, 
also resorted to namecalling, accusing him of being a 
conforming compromiser. What many fail to grasp is 
the vastness of Cartwright’s goal. Cartwright wanted 
nothing less than a Presbyterian establishment with the 
full support of the State, with both under the Kingship 
of Christ. Cartwright’s links to Scotland are fascinating; 
they demonstrate his unique popularity and explain 
why he was offered the Chair of Theology at St Andrews.

Oration on Monarchy
Cartwright was born in Hertfordshire in 1535. He 
matriculated as a sizar (an undergraduate who receives 
maintenance from the college), at Clare Hall, Cambridge, 
in 1547, moving as a scholar to St John’s, Cambridge 
in 1550. During this time a visitation of the University 
took place; Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, opened 
proceedings with a most powerful sermon on 5th May, 
1549. In the same year the famous German reformers 
Paul Fagius and Martin Bucer were appointed lecturers 
at Cambridge. Mary I (‘Bloody Mary’) hated them both 
and when she came to the throne she had their remains 
exhumed and publicly burned.

Cartwright shot to fame almost instantly with his 
oration in 1564 before Queen Elizabeth I during her 
visit to Cambridge. Some have misread events as a blot 
upon Cartwright, but it was not. That Cartwright was 
chosen to speak was an indication of his position, and it 
was as an academic that he delivered his oration against 
absolute monarchy. Of course he really did believe 

what he was saying and carried his view throughout 
life. Cartwright was not being political; rather he was 
speaking to a political point from Scripture. There 
is an important Puritan difference here that is often 
overlooked; those who hounded him could not see the 
difference.

Divinity Professorship
Cartwright came to greater notice when he preached 
against vestments (robes worn by the clergy during 
services) in 1567. Disorders over vestments arose 
towards the end of 1565 and continued for some 
years afterward. Such was his preaching ability that 
the windows of St Mary’s, Cambridge, were removed, 
because so many came to hear him. Not surprisingly 
Cartwright was appointed to (the Lady Margaret) 
Divinity Professorship in 1569. His lectures were as 
sensational as his sermons. Using the book of Acts he 
asserted that the church should be modelled according 
to the Scriptures: that meant, in practice, presbyterian 
church government, the right of the congregation to 
elect their minister and the minister to preach to his own 
congregation – things which we now take for granted.

One of the most fascinating debates to arise out 
of this is that between Cartwright and John Whitgift 
(c.1530-1604), the Anglican Bishop of Canterbury. It all 
began with that series of lectures given by Cartwright 
at Cambridge in 1570, in which he asserted that 
Presbyterianism was the form of church government 
ordained by God in Scripture. This was perhaps the 
earliest defence in England of the Divine Right of 
Church Government. Cartwright was deprived of 
his Professorship on 11th December, 1570, and his 
stipend was reduced. Thus Cartwright suffered for 
his principles, but more was to come. He experienced 
further deprivation in 1572 with his removal from the 
Fellowship at Trinity College, by which time he had 
departed to Geneva.

Geneva with Melville
In June of 1571, the exiled Cartwright commenced. at the 
request of the ministers in Geneva, a series of lectures 
on theology to be given twice a week on Thursdays and 
Fridays, in the very Academy founded by John Calvin 
twelve years before. Two companions of Cartwright 
in Geneva were Henry Scrimgeour (professor of law 
at Geneva and a member of the Council), and Andrew 
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Melville, who was to become both a friend and a 
renowned Scottish reformer; Melville stayed in Geneva 
throughout the period of Cartwright’s residence. 
Remaining in Geneva was not an option for Cartwright 
as he received numerous requests to return home, 
which he did towards the end of 1572. Melville also left 
Geneva, returning to Scotland in the spring of 1574.

The 1572 Admonition to the Parliament called for 
the episcopal hierarchy of the Church of England to 
be abolished and replaced with the system of church 
government ordained by God, namely presbyterianism. 
While Cartwright wasn’t the author of the Admonition, 
it most certainly and clearly expressed his views, to the 
extent that he was called upon to defend it against the 
published attacks upon it by Whitgift. The Admonition 
was the “first open manifesto of the puritan party” (W. 
Frere & C. Douglas, eds., Puritan Manifestoes, vii), and 
led to “the most important literary and religious duel in 
the Elizabethan period.” (L. Carlson, ‘Archbishop John 
Whitgift’, in Anglican and Episcopal History 56, p. 300)

Debating with Whitgift
The duel was engaged when Archbishop Parker recruited 
John Whitgift to prepare a response to the Admonition, 
and his Answere to a certen Libell intituled, an admonition 
to the Parliament duly appeared in 1572. Cartwright was 
called upon to reply to Whitgift, which he did in 1573, 
with Reply to an answer made of M. Doctor Whitgift 
against the Admonition to the Parliament. Whitgift 
responded in 1574 with a Defence of the Answer. Finally 
Cartwright published his Second Reply to Whitgift, in two 
parts, in 1575 and 1577. Significantly they were arguing 
from different perspectives. Cartwright argued from 
divine right, whereas Whitgift argued from lawfulness 
and necessity. In other words, Whitgift attempted to 
link Presbyterianism with disorder and Episcopacy 
with peace, inferring that Episcopacy was both lawful 
and necessary.

What must be noted is the development of the 
argument. In the 1560s the debate was over vestments. 
From the 1570s onwards it was over the legitimacy 
of Church government itself, and within this debate 
there was a further argument over the ministry, and in 
particular preaching. Here too, Whitgift and Cartwright 
were at odds. Whitgift defended read sermons, Cartwright 
opposed them. At the heart was the role and legitimacy of 
the Prayer Book and the Homilies, and the real issue was 
what constituted worship and what elements are lawful. 
In other words, who decides the rules for worship? Is it 
God or man? The Church or Christ?

Further Suffering
In June 1573, by Royal Proclamation, the Admonition 
and Cartwright’s Reply to Whitgift were suppressed 

and any other books written by him, and an order 
was issued for his arrest. Puritan printing presses 
were likewise condemned, the printers arrested and 
supporters of Cartwright imprisoned. A long and 
sustained campaign to suppress Presbyterianism 
had begun. Ministers holding to Cartwright were 
deposed; this ejection has too often been overlooked 
for the greater one of 1662. Cartwright made his way 
to Heidelberg in Germany, and while there engaged in 
extensive literary labours. Melville of course tried hard 
to get him to St Andrews. Cartwright’s interactions 
with the ‘Brownists’ (Separatists from the Church of 
England) led him to reject their position because he 
did not accept disestablishment as a policy.

By 1585 Cartwright’s health was failing and he was 
anxious to return home. When he returned a warrant 
was issued for his arrest and he was imprisoned, 
though later released. Throughout the period 1577-85, 
English Presbyterianism slowly consolidated, despite 
there being renewed suspensions and deprivations of 
ministers in 1584, the second ejection in a decade. The 
Presbyterians of London were supported publicly by 
the Scots, with whom they were in close contact.

Principled Presbyterian
Incredibly, during 1586 it seemed that the Presbyterians 
were to get their objective by means of a Bill introduced 
into the Commons which petitioned for the change of 
the Church of England into a Presbyterian Church. At 
the same time a Book of Discipline was drawn up and 
published; it was a modification of the Geneva Book of 
Common Order. In 1586 Cartwright managed to secure 
the position of Master of the Earl of Leicester’s hospital 
at Warwick, and pursued Presbyterian principles and 
practice across Warwickshire.

Once again trouble came. False allegations were 
made of misusing hospital funds. This was an attempt 
to discredit Cartwright personally and thus discredit 
his Presbyterianism. In 1590 he was committed to 
the Fleet Prison. Ironically his trial, with thirty-one 
articles of accusation, was wholly concerned with his 
Presbyterianism. In 1593 Cartwright was released, and 
undaunted he issued his Apologie in reply to slanderous 
accusations made against him by the Dean of Exeter. 
In 1595 he went to Guernsey as Chaplain at Castle 
Cornet until 1601, doing all he could to strengthen 
the Presbyterian cause there. Cartwright preached his 
last sermon in December 1603, on Ecclesiastes 12:7: 
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” He died 
on 27th December 1603.

Cartwright’s last words were to his wife, to whom 
he said that God gave him a glimpse of heaven before 
he came to it.
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This World Is Not My Home
Mark G. Johnston, Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 
192pp, £6.50

The title of this book, and the subtitle “Reflections 
for Pilgrims on the Way”, certainly whet the 
appetite. The thirty chapters stem from a monthly 

online column whilst Johnston was a pastor in America. 
Sadly the contents don’t live up to expectations.

Part of the problem is the book’s origin. A series 
of vaguely connected articles rarely forms a coherent 
whole. Where the chapters are linked the repetition 
irritates. The foreword commends the book as useful 
to young and older believers, but the language and 
references indicate it is more for pastors and scholars.

There are interesting chapters on our Saviour. 
“Windows on the Crucifixion” points to hidden depths 
to explore in the Redeemer’s work but is marred 
by Johnston’s musing, “I wonder if there should not 
be some kind of reformed 
resurrection of the medieval 
practice of contemplation of the 
cross.” If he means that we need 
to reflect more on the Scriptural 
accounts of Christ’s sufferings, 
fine; otherwise it is dangerous 
to speak of a pre-reformation 
mystical practice some are 
advocating in response to 
what they see as a too-cerebral 
emphasis in reformed circles.

Another chapter refers to the judicious way the 
Westminster Confession of Faith speaks of the possibility 
of the Lord working outwith the ordinary means of 
salvation (Chapter 10:3). The author rightly mentions the 
comfort for believing parents who lose children in infancy 
or have mentally-impaired children, though strangely he 
does not link this to God’s Covenant (Acts 2:39). However 
he then mentions the Lord’s Supper, leaving the question 
of admitting the mentally impaired to the table hanging. 
Did Paul not speak of the need to discern the Lord’s body 
(1 Cor. 11:29)? Questions regarding the ‘larger hope’ are 
also raised without answer.

The concluding section focuses on heaven, ending 
with an exposition of Psalm 16. Much is useful, but it is 
wrong to speak of David’s insights into the resurrection 
as extraordinary because “there was no clear doctrine 
of resurrection at this stage in redemptive history”: this 
contradicts Job’s experience and hope (Job 19:25ff).

This book should have stayed where it began. Even 
then the articles should have been written with much 
more care to be of lasting benefit to the Church.

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

The Glorious Feast of the Gospel
Richard Sibbes, Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 
184pp, £5.50

This book is aptly subtitled “Christ’s gracious 
invitation and royal entertainment of believers” 
and consists of nine sermons preached by Sibbes 

(1577-1635), one of the foremost Puritan preachers. 
First published in 1650, the text of this version is 
based on Alexander Grosart’s edition of the Works of 
Richard Sibbes.

The sermons were preached from texts in Isaiah 
25:6-9 (not chapter 26 as stated on the rear cover). 
The introductory section, “To the Reader”, laments that 
Christians had lost much of their communion with Christ 
and his saints, and expresses the hope that the sermons 

would encourage a recovery of 
godliness and a greater desire 
for spiritual things. The same 
could surely be said about the 
spiritual state of our generation.

Several themes are covered, 
primarily the great feast 
provided by the Lord Jesus 
Christ where every believer is 
not only a guest but the spouse 
of Christ. We also see God’s 
great mercy as He enables the 

believer to attend by taking away the veil of unbelief; in 
our natural state we have no desire to attend this feast. 
There is an abundant provision – “fat things and wines 
on the lees” – a picture of an eternity of good things for 
the one who trusts in Christ.

Whilst there should be weeping for our sins the 
feast will be a joyous occasion as the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces and, ultimately, swallow up 
death in victory. The final two sermons remind us that 
the believer lives in a state of expectation until these 
precious promises are fulfilled. He must therefore live 
by faith and, despite discouragements, continue in his 
earthly pilgrimage, knowing that God does all things 
well and would have His people enjoy the best at the last.

There is a great deal to encourage the believer 
in these sermons. As well as detailed exposition of 
the verses, Sibbes provides many helpful practical 
applications. I would recommend this book as an 
excellent commentary on this encouraging section of 
Isaiah’s prophecy.
Dr Andrew Naylor (Harris)

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ayr    
Ballyclare & Doagh     
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Apr 2021
£

7,400
10,241
14,545

9,496
3,840

45,523

9,734
7,084
2,363
9,062

28,242

4,445
4,380
4,400

853
8,033

14,747
10,309

8,500
3,000

58,667

8,014
8,583
6,860
6,516

11,631
31,847
73,451

7,844
3,533

10,807
11,165
10,445
43,793

985

250,661

10,543
0

261,203

72,581
188,622

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2021

£

0
0
0
0

2,800
2,800

0
2,292

225
0

2,517

0
0
0
0
0
0

78
0
0

78

0
0
0

1,255
233

0
1,488

278
0

240
275
625

1,418

0

8,300

0
0

8,300

1,573
6,727

Total to Apr 2022
£

7,800
9,496

13,164
10,021
3,880

44,361

1,292
7,522
3,208
8,583

20,604

4,069
5,598
7,255

845
9,267

11,278
11,069
7,713

500
57,592

6,455
8,874
7,237
6,596

11,175
37,152
77,489

7,351
2,400

12,242
10,530
11,403
43,926

995

244,968

18,399
0

263,367

75,567
187,800

Apr 2022
£

1,950
4,996
7,164
5,671
1,000

20,781

1,292
5,422

208
3,583

10,504

2,336
2,598
3,955

355
4,467
5,878
5,769
4,113

500
29,970

1,500
4,224
3,137
3,446
4,575

16,736
33,618

2,851
1,900
5,242
6,030
5,603

21,626

0

116,499

7,639
0

124,138

75,567
48,571

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
June     July    August
5    Tarbat    3    Snizort   7    Harris
12  Poolewe & Aultbea   10  St Louis   21  Duirinish
19  Bracadale, Brora   24  Atlanta   28  Stornoway
  

 (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.”

2 Thessalonians 3:13

Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz (L) & Rev. Hugues Pierre (R) of the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon


