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John Calvin is often portrayed as a joyless, austere 
man with a creed to match. His detractors seem 
unaware that his personal seal, which he designed  

     himself, pictures an open hand holding a flaming 
heart, surrounded with the words “My heart I offer to 
Thee, O Lord, promptly and sincerely”. This emblem 
and motto encapsulate Calvin’s love for Jesus Christ 
and his willingness to spend and be spent for the 
Saviour’s glory and the good of His church.

Those who follow in Calvin’s footsteps need to 
maintain his beliefs, but they must also pay close 
attention to their inner life, lest they have Calvin’s 
doctrine without his devotion. What is known as 
‘Calvinism’ is simply the religion of the Bible in its fully 
consistent form. This religion, in all its features, is to 
be embraced unreservedly by us, even with our whole 
being. We are always in God’s presence, and He looks 
upon our hearts. What sort of religion is He seeking in 
His people?

The Meaning of the Heart
We need to understand what is meant by the heart. It 
can of course refer to the main organ of physical life 
– a brilliantly-designed pump working ceaselessly 
to send supplies to every cell. Yet we have a spiritual 
heart too, which is even more vital to our well-being. 
To this heart belong the powers of reason, will and 
affection, which explains why Solomon says, “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life” (Prov. 4:23). The life he had in mind is eternal life, 
the gift of a gracious God: by nature we deserve eternal 
death.

When Adam was created by God, with a pure heart, 
he enjoyed a blessed fellowship with his Maker. Praise 
ascended to God from him continually, with perfect 
obedience. The same was true of Eve, who was created 
by God from Adam and for him. There was an infinite 
distance between God and our first parents in terms 
of their being, yet there was nothing to separate them 
as regards holiness. Because they bore the divine 
image, Adam and Eve perfectly reflected God’s moral 
character, and they loved Him for what He is. 

Man’s Heart Stolen
The Lord put Adam into the garden of Eden, to dress 
it, keep it and enjoy its fruit (Gen. 2:15,16). There was 
another garden for Adam to tend, though: he was to 
look after his heart. This spiritual garden would need 
constant attention. Mysteriously, in what was then 
an unfallen world, a dangerous enemy was lurking, 
aiming to enter man’s heart and ruin his likeness to 
God in knowledge, righteousness and holiness. The 
Lord had placed a bar upon the fruit of one tree, to test 
Adam’s loyalty, and in him all of us.

The devil had a clever strategy to steal away man’s 
heart. His approach to Adam came through Eve, his 
helpmeet. “Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the transgression.” (1 Tim. 2:14) 
Satan cast doubt upon God’s command not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Eve succumbed 
to his temptation, and then Adam after her. Their 
hearts should have been fortresses, but they failed 
to guard them! Satan gained entry and captured his 
prize; the heart of man is now his dwelling place, dead 
toward God and a fount of iniquity.

A New Heart
The Scriptures do not spare us in our sin. They speak of 
the evil fruits of blasphemy, hatred, covetousness and 
pride which the fall has produced in us. They tell us 
that our hearts are so utterly deceitful and incurably 
wicked that we cannot understand them (Jer. 17:9). 
Uncomfortable as it is, we need to hear this. The Lord 
must show us something of what our sinful hearts are 
capable of, and the impossibility of them being made 
any better by our good works, including the good 
works of religion. In this way God empties us and 
prepares us to receive Jesus Christ and His salvation.

The preaching of God’s word ought to focus on the 
heart and the need for us to be born again. If the heart 
is where the problem lies, it is there that the remedy 
must be applied. This is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
What mighty power He has, that He is able in an instant 
to remove our “stony heart” and give us “an heart of 
flesh” (Ezek. 36:26), beating in unison with God’s heart 
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and bringing forth what is pleasing to Him! Can we say 
with the Psalmist, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: 
yea, thy law is within my heart” (Ps. 40:8)?

Keeping our Heart
The Christian’s heart is the devil’s chief target in the 
world. None of God’s covenant promises assuring 
us of our salvation is meant to excuse us from the 
duty of maintaining a careful watch upon our hearts. 
To refuse to do so is to misuse biblical teaching and 
turn “the grace of our God into lasciviousness” (Jude 
4). The same God who preserves the souls of His 
saints instructs them to “hate evil” (Ps. 97:10). While 
believers are “kept by the power of God” (1 Pet. 1:5), 
they are also exhorted, “Keep yourselves in the love of 
God” (Jude 21).

If man’s chief end is to glorify God, then as believers 
this obligation rests upon us in a double way: by 
creation and by redemption. God has not only given 
us our being: when our lives were forfeit because of 
sin He also gave His beloved Son to purchase us with 
His precious blood. Christ has now blessed us with His 
Spirit, and all the riches of saving and sanctifying grace. 
Calvin wrote in his Institutes: “Ever since the Holy Spirit 
dedicated us as temples to the Lord, we should make 
it our endeavour to show forth the glory of God, and 
guard against being profaned by the defilement of sin.” 

Fences
The church is Christ’s spiritual vineyard, which He has 
set apart for Himself (Isa. 5:1,2). Rightly, we resist any 
thought of worldly activities taking place in our church 
buildings, but are we as zealous to keep the world and 
its ideas out of our hearts? How wisely do we use the 
media? Is what we view on the Internet edifying? And 
what sort of company are we keeping? There is every 
danger of allowing the devil into our hearts through 
our eyes and ears, hindering the pursuit of holiness. 
“Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt 
good manners.” (1 Cor. 15:33) Are we exercising the 
necessary judgement?

The Ten Commandments are fences against moral 
and spiritual evil. If these fences are neglected then 

the thorns, thistles and other weeds of the world will 
invade our hearts and inhibit our spiritual fruitfulness. 
This was the downfall of Demas, Paul’s fellow-labourer. 
“Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world” (2 Tim. 4:10). What happened? The world 
without had an allure for the world within his heart; 
he went back to it, climbing over the fences. Let us 
remember that “friendship of the world is enmity with 
God” (James 4:4).

Foxes
In keeping our heart we must look out for the beginnings 
of declension, although these may be difficult to see. 
Foxes can cause a lot of damage in a vineyard, even 
when it is fenced. They burrow and gnaw away at the 
roots, so that the vines are weakened. And they do this 
in the dark! There is only one way to deal with such a 
threat. “Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the 
vines: for our vines have tender grapes.” (Song of Sol. 
2:15) If they are not removed, little foxes will become 
big foxes and the vines will be destroyed. In the same 
way our sinful thoughts and desires must be cornered 
and killed, before they grow into habits that render us 
useless in the Lord’s service.

Are you wondering whether some activity or 
pastime or friendship is right? “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). Whatever is 
doubtful is rarely profitable. Calvin wrote that “the 
object of regeneration is to bring the life of believers 
into concord and harmony with the righteousness of 
God, and so confirm the adoption by which they have 
been received as sons.” Here is a good measure by 
which to judge every aspect of our conduct: is it fitting 
for a child of God?

Faith
The surest way to maintain a heart for God is by 
nourishing it upon His truth. True piety, such as was 
evident in John Calvin, can only flourish in this good 
soil, for the dew of the Spirit only falls there. Godliness 
is also nurtured by prayer. This is far more than ‘saying 
our prayers’: it is the pouring out of the heart before 
God (Ps. 62:8), in praise, confession of sin, gratitude 
and petition. We need continual repentance and a 
lifelong denial of self and taking up of our cross.

Where these things are, by God’s grace there will 
also be “fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life” 
(Rom. 6:22). And these things will be found in every 
heart where there is something of the “faith which 
worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6). Christ is all our salvation: 
are we trusting wholly in Him and not in anything we 
find in ourselves? It is when our hearts are fixed upon 
the Lord that we truly live for His glory.
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“And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age” 
(Luke 3:23)

Following the age requirement in the Old 
Testament for serving the Lord publicly (1 Chron. 
23:3), the Lord Jesus began His public ministry, 

equipped by the Holy Spirit and approved by the 
Father publicly at the River Jordan. Thirty years is a 
significant age in Scripture. It was the age for assuming 
authority: “And Joseph was thirty years old when he 
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt.” (Gen. 41:46) 
Likewise David: “David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign” (2 Sam. 5:4). No doubt these two 
men would have preferred to serve the Lord in such 
a high sphere at an earlier date, as young converts do, 
but God held them back until they were thirty, when 
they were more mature. The Lord Jesus suffered no 
impatience, and knew when His time would come. He 
is an example to us of the patience we need until we 
reach God’s appointed age for serving Him publicly.

Experience
Thirty is an age of maturity, when we realise that 
our experiences are often different from former 
expectations. Joseph and David had experienced 
early failures in the spiritual life, and learned to trust 
more in the Lord and less in how things appeared. 
Most have also become parents by this time and this 
broadens our perspective and empathy. We realise 
that others have to be taken into consideration, and 
that our choices and decisions affect others, especially 
those near to us.

Conversion
Statistically, there are fewer conversions in the visible 
Church after the age of thirty. Persons converted in 
middle age and in old age are notable. It should be 
pressed upon young people that age will only harden 
them and not soften them to the Gospel. Earthen 
vessels become hardened over time. Only God can make 
the heart soft, as Job reminds us (Job 23:16). On the 
other hand, many young people are prone to making 
decisions about Christianity on the basis of emotion or 
parental pressure – neither of these ‘professions’ are 

durable. They will either lead to a joyless conformity 
or a cynical repudiation of what they were taught 
when they become older. The love of the world will 
lead many young ‘religious’ persons to seek a worldly 
church...and there is plenty of choice nowadays.

Temptation
At thirty a man or woman will be in employment, 
whether at home or in another work setting. “Do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31) is to be the aim 
in life. There will be temptations to forget this, for 
example to further our careers or the prospects of our 
children. Many have ‘done very well in this world’, but 
a reputation on earth is not the same as a reputation in 
heaven. Self-denial applies to spheres of employment 
also. This principle is also applicable to the church, 
where we see so many grasping for money or fame 
at the risk of their soul’s health. Such indeed gain 
a reputation in the church, but it is not a good one! 
Sacrificial service is a rarity nowadays. Unlike the 
Lord, few will humble themselves to serve the Father 
– their eyes are too much on ‘the main chance’. But 
is the Example of Christ not to be followed? Alas, the 
Example of Christ is but history for those who wish to 
‘get on’ in the world or in the church.

Endurance
But what of those genuine converts who serve the Lord 
at thirty? Such should be warned that as they grow 
older in serving the Lord they will meet with increasing 
discouragements and more and more detours (Gal. 
3:1-3), presented to them to lead them away from the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) and to water down 
the Gospel message to “make it easier to be converted”. 
With man’s power conversion is impossible, but all 
things are possible with God (Matt. 19:26; Luke 18:27) 
and this remains our hope, serving God unpopularly 
but faithfully. Men at thirty are therefore to be warned, 
but also to be encouraged in the Lord their God when 
they see others turning aside or even turning back. The 
Lord Jesus saw this happening around Him but He was 
still surrounded by a small, faithful band (John 6:68). 
These would by His grace endure to the end (Matt. 
10:22). May we be found among them!

DEVOTIONAL

LIFE AT THIRTY
REV. JAMES CLARK
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How shall we remain loyal to the crown rights of 
the Redeemer in a culture of meaninglessness? 
Loyal, when we are surrounded by a cacophony 

of alternatives all demanding our attention, acceptance 
and even advocacy?

The short answer is the supremacy of Christ. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews addresses this very issue. 
Hebrews is a sermon, reproduced in written form 
(Heb. 13:22). Paul, whom we believe to be the author, 
reminded these believers of the early days after 
they were converted, and how they had endured a 
great fight of afflictions, and that they were made a 
“gazingstock” (Heb. 10:33). The term ‘gazingstock’ 
has the idea of being on a stage, exposed to abuse, 
ridicule and contempt. How then were these believers 
to persevere? Paul’s answer is to go back to the glory, 
eminence and wonder of Christ. If that is the way, then 
it has to be our way too.

In establishing the supremacy of Christ, Paul begins 
by stating that Christ is the final revelation, marking 
out this age as the final era of all history (Heb. 1:1,2). 
The reason why this is so is because of who Christ is 
(stated in five distinctives in v.3). Significantly, the 
very last clause (“sat down on the right hand”) is from 
Psalm 110.

This particular Psalm forms the spine of Hebrews, 
which effectively means that the Epistle is an exposition 
of Psalm 110.

Psalm 110 in the Early Church
One writer says that from the time of Justin Martyr 
(c.100 – c.165 AD) to the Council of Nicaea (325 AD), 
Psalm 110 became a factor in the debates about the 
divine nature of Christ. Summarising the evidence (as 
presented by David M. Hay, Glory at the Right Hand: 
Psalm 110 in Early Christianity), Psalm 110 was an 
important source of information for Christians, and it 
was explored further as the debate about the natures 
of Christ developed. For instance:

Justin Martyr himself used Psalm 110 to speak of 
Christ’s pre-existence and his human birth. Hay also 
refers to Clement of Alexandria (c.150 – c.215 AD), who 
relates Psalm 110:3 to Christ’s eternal being, citing it 
as a parallel to John 1:1. Hippolytus (c.170 – c.236 AD) 

used it similarly, while Tertullian (c.155 – c.220 AD) 
interprets it as a prophecy about Christ’s birth from 
Mary.

Ephrem the Syrian (c.306 – 373 AD) is particularly 
interesting in relation to the point at hand. To 
paraphrase what he argues, to galvanise Christians: 
they need simply to begin confessing Christ as David 
did, calling Him both Lord and Son.

That may seem somewhat naive, but consider the 
following.

The Culture we Face
In his book Above All Earthly Pow’rs: Christ in a 
Postmodern World (IVP, 2005), the theologian and 
writer David F. Wells reminds us that the two ‘motifs’ 
that are now transforming culture – the emergence 
of the ‘postmodern’ ethos and the new, growing, tidal 
wave of religious ‘pluralism’ – are deep, powerful 
currents flowing through the nation. But in order to 
make sense of the present, we must consider two ideas 
faced by the early Church.

The first ideology that plagued the Church was 
called ‘gnosticism’. This was a flight from reality which 
separated the physical from the spiritual; the physical 
was not the real self, but what was inside, namely the 
psychological or spiritual. The modern counterpart to 
this is ‘transgenderism’, which argues along the same 
lines: the physical and material are not the real self; 
rather, psychology determines what I am.

The second ideology was called ‘paganism’, which 
was a movement towards nature to the point that nature 
was ‘god’. We see this in the current environmentalist 
movement.

In addition, Wells notes that postmodernism is 
essentially an ideology of meaninglessness, and a 
culture of nothingness. It operates by denying that 
objective ground exists for believing that anything 
is true or right – or by simply assuming that none 
does. It denies that anything can be ultimate because 
ultimately nothing is there. “There is no hub to hold the 
spokes” (p.181).

That last phrase is crucial. The Christian position is 
precisely the opposite – that the hub which holds all 
the spokes together in perfect order and symmetry 

DOCTRINE

THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST 
IN A POST-MODERN AGE
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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actually brings to pass the consequences of the initial 
rejection of God’s glory.

Confronting our World
As Christians face a future that is the opposite of 
all they believe, seeking accommodation is not the 
answer; rather it is confrontation. Such a word may 
cause consternation, but before we dismiss it let us 
consider the following:

In Deuteronomy chapter 6 God tells the Israelites 
that when they go into the land of the Canaanites they 
are to do the following. First they are to love, obey and 
confess God (v.5). Second, they are to remain distinct 
from their surrounding culture by confessing no other 
god but Jehovah (v.14). Third, they are to teach their 
children salvation history (vv.20-24). The point being, 
rather than accommodate to the surrounding culture, 
or adopting the surrounding culture, they were to 
confront it with the revelation of God which shaped 
their lives as his redeemed people.

Consider also the command in Hebrews 10:25, to 
maintain the public worship of God. The temptation is 
to forsake public worship because others are. This is 
to adopt the culture around us. Rather we are to “hold 
fast the profession of our faith without wavering” 
(v.23). This is followed by the exhortation to publicly 
identify with Christ, who is literally “outside the camp” 
(Heb. 13:13). Once again the position is confrontation, 
not accommodation, adoption or adaption.

Psalmody
How then can we practically achieve what has been 
taught? Once again, Paul in Hebrews shows us the way. 
He does this by presenting the supremacy of Christ 
from the Book of Psalms. Paul demonstrates that there 
is an entire Christology in the Psalms. Indeed, the 
Psalms give to every Christian not only songs to sing, 
but an entire Christian vocabulary. It is amazing how 
this is so often overlooked.

By way of Psalmody, we are refusing to adopt or 
adapt to, the surrounding culture. We proclaim our 
allegiance to the crown rights of the Redeemer in the 
face of pressure to conform to the world. By refusing 
to turn worship into entertainment, we confront our 
culture. By refusing to sing like the world, we confront 
our culture. One recent historian described psalmody 
as the secret weapon of the Reformation. That is why 
Rome cut out the tongues of the martyrs to stop them 
singing the psalms.

Psalmody is the most visible confrontation with the 
world, for these are the unchanging words of God, by 
which means we are continually filled by the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 5:18,19). Ultimately, singing these words of Christ 
to Christ, we exalt Christ in a postmodern world.

is Christ! “And he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist.” (Col. 1:17)

What then is going on? Wells answers: “in the 
absence of any reality in which truth can be grounded, 
all that remains in life is power” (p.181). This is the 
expansion for what is currently happening; the 
climate protests, the removal of statues, the claim 
that mathematics is racist, classical music is racist, 
and on it goes.

Asking the Wrong Question
How the Church faces culture is crucial. If the Church 
asks the wrong question, it always gets the answer 
wrong. As Wells argues, if the issue is one of being 
contemporary then the answer or solution will be 
about tactics, methods of reaching out, etc. In reality 
this is entirely wrong-headed, for this simple reason: 
what we face is a clash of worldviews.

Christians have an entirely different view of the 
world from everyone else. This calls for confrontation, 
not accommodation. Instead of tactics, success and 
acceptability, what motivates the Church (or ought 
to) is truth, and truth brings confrontation. Wells puts 
it this way: “Biblical truth contradicts this cultural 
spirituality, and that contradiction is hard to bear. 
Biblical truth displaces it, refuses to allow its operating 
assumptions, declares to it its bankruptcy.” (p.163)

The Origin of Meaninglessness
In Romans chapter 1 the apostle Paul gives the root 
cause of meaninglessness as the rejection of the glory 
of God. By turning from God to nature (paganism), men 
became vain in their thoughts, and their hearts were 
darkened. Everything became meaningless, and people 
became worshippers of created things (idolatry). The 
outcome was divine judgement, giving them up to “vile 
affections” (Rom. 1:26).

What this means is the disappearance of the idea 
of sin. Since all is meaningless, people create their 
own meaning. Biological facts are rejected and ‘reality’ 
becomes psychological, hence homosexuality and 
transgenderism. Wells says: “The vanity, emptiness, 
and futility of fallen reason are the affliction visited 
upon sinners by God’s judgment.” (pp.201-202)

The tragedy of this is that the wrath of God is 
completely ignored. Worse, it is the wrath of God that 

“Christians have an 
entirely different 
view of the world 
from everyone else.”
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(Parr [died c. 1630] was a minister in Palgrave, Suffolk. 
This is an excerpt from his ‘Short and Plain Exhortation 
to the Study of the Word, as found in the fourth edition of 
his works published in 1651. It has been edited.)

There are two principal reasons, among many, 
which ought to provoke our diligence in the 
study of the Word. They are the difficulty and 

the profitability of the Scriptures.

1. The Difficulty of the Scriptures
Firstly, the Scriptures are difficult, not to all, but to 
them which perish (2 Cor. 4:3); to them which are 
natural, and have not the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). But to 
those who have received the enlightening Spirit, it is 
otherwise; God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, has shone in their hearts, giving them the 
light of the knowledge of God, in the face of Jesus Christ 
(2 Cor. 4:6). Secondly, the Scriptures are difficult, but 
not always, as the Lord more and more scatters the 
darkness of the minds of His elect children by His Holy 
Spirit. Thirdly, the Scriptures are difficult, but not all of 
them, for in the foundation of the doctrine of salvation, 
and of faith and conduct, they are easy and plain. Some 
places are indeed extremely difficult. There is milk for 
babes: that is easy; there is meat for strong men: that 
is difficult.

Variety
The ancient writers have spoken very well regarding 
this. One writer says that the Scriptures are like a 
mighty river, in which a lamb may walk safely and yet 
an elephant may be drowned. Another writer says that 
the writers of Holy Scripture are like angels, in that in 
some things they descend to the capacity of the simplest 
and in some things they transcend the capacity of the 
most learned. And again, it has been said that in the 
Holy Scriptures some things are open, and some things 
obscure: the former are for our nourishment and the 
latter for our exercise; by the former our hunger is 
stayed and by the latter our dislikes. This variety adds 
to the excellency of the Scriptures, just as in the globe 
of the earth, some land and some sea make both the 
more esteemed, and then in the land, some hills and 
some valleys make both the more delightsome. Also, 
as the Summer is so much the more welcome, after a 
hard and stormy Winter, even so this mixture in the 
Word makes both the more pleasing, and maintains 

the sharp edge of our desire to study, which, if it were 
all alike, would soon be dulled.

Obscurity
The following six reasons may be given as to why 
the Lord would have some things in His Word to 
be thus folded up in the clouds of obscurity, making 
(as it were) darkness their pavilion. Firstly, that we 
might know and acknowledge the understanding of 
the Word to be the gift of God. Secondly, to tame the 
pride and arrogancy of our nature, which would soon 
appear, if all things in the Word were obvious, and easy 
at the first sight. Thirdly, that we should not treat as 
worthless and make light reckoning of the Word: this is 
our corruption, that the kindness or grace offered is not 
esteemed. Fourthly, that impure dogs and swine may 
be kept from holy things. Fifthly, that we should make 
high account of the ministry of the Word, ordained for 
the opening and interpreting of the Word. Sixthly, to 
stir us up to prayer, and to continual diligence and care 
in the hearing and reading of the Word. As we know, 
matters of great difficulty are not accomplished by 
ordinary efforts.

Industry
Many, by reason of the difficulty of the Holy Scriptures, 
give up the study of them, like the sluggard or idle person 
who says, “There is a lion in the way” (Prov. 26:13). 
But as generous and noble spirits are not daunted 
or dismayed by the dangers of great enterprises, but 
instead more inflamed with courage to set upon them, 
even so the difficulty of the Holy Scriptures should not 
make our efforts less intense. Rather it should all the 
more whet our diligence, without which, not only no 
excellent, but no ordinary measure of knowledge can 
be achieved. Is the Word difficult? Then it requires 
of us so much the more effort in reading, hearing, 
conferring, meditation and prayer. If we exercised 
ourselves in these things in a conscientious manner, 
we should soon become men of maturity in these 
hidden mysteries.

2. The Profitability of the Scriptures
The second reason to excite our efforts is the profit that 
comes by the Word. As David said of Goliath’s sword, 
“There is none like that” (1 Sam. 21:9), so I may say 
of this reason, “There is none like this”. For amongst 
men, whose heart is so hard but that profit and gain 

THE STUDY OF THE WORD
ELNATHAN PARR

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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UNREALIZED PURPOSES
REV. JAMES CLARK

“Whereas it was in thine heart...thou didst well that it 
was in thine heart.” (1 Kings 8:18)

David’s purpose was good, for it came out of a 
heart of faith (Heb. 11:6). It was commended 
by God, the ‘Searcher of the heart’, as it was 

a purpose to bring visible honour to His Name. 
Nevertheless, it was not according to God’s purpose, 
and therefore David’s purpose was unrealized.

Our Desires
There are many desires and plans in a believer’s heart 
to glorify God in some way, but they do not reach the 
stage of action. For some people this is because it is 
not in their nature to finish anything, possibly because 
of laziness but more often because they are emotional, 
sentimental beings, “armchair builders of daydreams”. 
However, David’s purpose was sincere, and he was 
able to do it, the time of beginning it was perhaps only 
days away...but God intervened to prevent him. This 
particular desire could not go forth into a ‘good work’, 
but other desires could; for example, he could help 

someone else to do what he could not, in this case, his 
son Solomon.

Our Limitations
In the “new heart” (Ezek. 36:26) which David had, there 
are new things. There are new desires and aims now, 
which were not there by nature. These are the fruit of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5:22,23) and this new spiritual foundation in 
the life produces ever-rising aims to glorify God, as David 
knew from experience (Ps. 45:1). Prayer is also found 
rising in the heart (2 Sam. 7:27). Yet there are limitations 
upon our desires in this world. We cannot be as holy as 
we desire; the desire is there, but not the power (Rom. 
7:18). Unlike God, we cannot expect to have all our 
desires fulfilled, and must accept our limitations. “She 
hath done what she could” (Mark 14:8) is the best way to 
advance when a door does not open or a road is closed. 
This happened to Paul in Acts 16; he continued from 
place to place until he finally came over to Macedonia, a 
destination which was not in his mind at first.

The Lord looks on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). What 
does He see in yours?

will persuade him? But the Scriptures are profitable 
(2 Tim. 3:16): by them we believe (John 17:20; Rom. 
10:14); by them we are converted, and made wise (Ps. 
19:7; 2 Tim. 3:15); by them we are regenerated (1 Pet. 
1:23; James 1:18); by the preaching of them we receive 
the Holy Ghost (Acts 10:44); by them we are saved 
(James 1:21). They are therefore called “the words of 
eternal life”, and of “salvation” (John 6:68; Acts 13:26).

The Word Compared
The Word is compared to light (Ps. 119:105; Prov. 
6:23) to enlighten us; to rain, snow and dew (Deut. 
32:2), to make us fruitful in good works; and to a sword 
(Eph. 6:17) to defend us. It is a key (Luke 11:52), to 
direct us to Christ, the treasury of all happiness. It is as 
sincere milk (1 Pet. 2:2), to feed us, and make us grow; 
as flagons of wine and apples of paradise (Song of Sol. 
2:5) to comfort us; and as salt (Matt. 5:13), to season, 
purge, cleanse and preserve us. It is preferred before 
honey (Ps. 19:10) for sweetness, and before tried silver 

and gold (Ps. 12:6; 119:72) for price and inestimable 
value.

Praise for the Word
What shall I say? The praise and excellency of the 
Scriptures exceeds all the praise and commendation 
that can be given unto them. If I had the tongue of 
angels, I could not express it, but must be compelled 
to say, as the apostle in another place, “O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God!” (Rom. 11:32). Is anything so profitable as this? 
O what a base, slavish and foolish nature they have, 
who run and hunt after the world, neglecting the true 
and certain treasures of the Word! “We have also a 
more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed...” (2 Pet. 1:19). Yea, if we study 
in the Word, we have the angels as fellow students, 
searching, enquiring and desiring to behold the 
things that are revealed to us by the preaching of the 
gospel (1 Pet. 1:10-12; Eph. 3:10).



December 202110

This is a different question from “What kind 
are they attending?” If you ask them why they 
are going there (and not here) they will reply 

that “there are lots of young people where they go”, 
but does that mean it is right? Do young people, 
especially if worldly and unconverted, really know 
what is spiritually good for them? Or what will give 
them a sound foundation for future experience within 
Christianity? What kind of preaching will benefit them?

1. A Preaching of Christ which Exalts Him (and 
does not devalue Him)
Such preaching exalts Christ in the language used of 
Him – He is not brought down to our level. “Erasmus, 
your thoughts of God are too human!” said Luther. 
Christ’s Divinity shines through true preaching and His 
sovereign grace in salvation is emphasised. He needs 
no permission from us to save sinners and He always 
takes the initiative; we cannot save ourselves. The Bible 
is our textbook for teaching – the whole Bible, not one 
with words missing (especially in the New Testament). 
There is a new ‘religious humanism’ in modern 
evangelical circles, an irreverent criticism of the Bible 
with big names behind it, dazzling young people.

2. A Preaching which Raises and gives Sound 
Answers to Questions that Concern them
We do not need to use gimmicks to attract young 
people. Like everyone, they want to be understood. 
They will be attentive to what interests them in 
their growing lives. Because we are all sinners there 
is a bit of abnormality in each of us, and the young 
need to understand this, i.e. something of the ‘total 
depravity’ which invaded human nature upon Adam’s 
fall. They also need principles to guide them as they 
explore this world and the experiences they encounter. 
They are looking for certainty in a world of constant 
change and corruption, with moral, physical and 
ecclesiastical changes which are to be lamented. There 
is a cheerfulness in genuine Christians: they alone can 
be optimistic about the future. Young people can easily 
detect hypocrisy and our walk needs to be according 
to our talk, if we are to gain their respectful attention.

3. A Preaching which Addresses them Personally
This should not be a vague, general application but one 
directed to their needs: their future plans, relationships, 

physical and spiritual health, negative experiences, 
attitude to Government, the inevitability of death. This 
includes the need of the ‘new birth’ (John 3:3-8), and the 
marks of this that they should look for. It will be a new, 
unique, once for all, life-affecting experience, issuing in 
commitment to the Lord Christ, with love in the heart and 
loyalty in the life; this seems to be rare nowadays, barely 
understood and not sought after urgently. Education is 
not regeneration: all things must become new!

4. A Preaching that Speaks to the Whole Person
A preaching which merely informs the mind without 
the Holy Spirit creating a new heart, with a new 
willingness and a new love for Christ, is merely 
adding knowledge to the mind and assent to a set of 
doctrines. A preaching that stirs the emotions is purely 
fleshly and thus equally ineffective. A preaching that 
concentrates upon action, without the affections and 
will being energised, becomes mere moralism. The 
Shorter Catechism captures the point well by stating 
that Scripture teaches what we are to believe and what 
we are to do. The Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20) 
means that we are to teach young people everything, 
and that disciples are called to obey their Master and 
Teacher. God’s promise to us is that He will accompany 
us as we teach and learn. All of this exalts Christ.

Back to the Bible
Why then are so many young people in the church 
repelled from the true preaching of the Word? They are 
too much in the world – in their hearts, their religious 
company, their reading and their plans. We can lead 
them to the Fountain opened, but only the Lord can give 
them a thirst for Himself. It does not help that a shallow, 
worldly type of preaching has been directed to young 
people. The church’s message ought to be different 
from the world’s, but is it? Young people can find what 
most churches are offering (music, activities, clubs, 
entertainment, etc.) better presented by the world. How 
different the New Testament presentation, how clear 
the Scriptural distinctions and the blessed end of “the 
obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:26)! If the right path is to 
be seen, wrong paths must be exposed as harmful. “If we 
all followed and obeyed Christ according to His Word, 
we would have no divisions in the Church” (Augustine). 
A revival in the church will bring us back to the Bible, 
and young people will see the difference!

YOUTH FOCUS

WHAT KIND OF PREACHING SHOULD 
YOUNG PEOPLE BE ATTENDING?
REV. JAMES CLARK

December 202110
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Ordination and Induction of Rev. Hugues Pierre 
(Rev. James MacInnes)

On the evening of Saturday 30th October, a 
congregation of around forty-five gathered in 
the newly-developed church building on Rue 

Saint-François, in the centre of the beautiful historic 
city of Pau, for the ordination and induction of Rev. 
Hugues Pierre. Prior to its recent redevelopment the 
church had served as a private garage, giving off-street 
parking for the adjacent property which had been the 
family home of Mr Pierre’s father-in-law. The family’s 
kindness in making this available to the congregation 
has been a great encouragement and meets all the 
congregation’s present requirements.

At the centre of the old town is a steep escarpment 
upon which stands a castle, redeveloped with the 
characteristic extravagance of the renaissance, though 
the connected defensive tower reveals a more ancient 
(and troubled) history. At one time it was the possession 
of Jeanne D’Albret, Queen of Navarre, a wise and 
courageous leader of the French Huguenots who died 
in 1572, a few months prior to the St Bartholomew’s 
Day massacre when up to 30,000 Protestants were 
treacherously slaughtered. Amidst such violence many 
more believers fled France, and the Roman Catholic 
church regained its ascendancy over the nation, 
preventing further attempts at Reformation. John Calvin 
was of course a Frenchman, but his association with 
the Swiss city of Geneva, where he had fled during an 
earlier persecution, means that many in France today 
do not even know that he is their fellow countryman.

However, in the gracious providence of God, the 
Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon was established 
by the General Assembly in May 2021, and the 
congregation of Pau recognised as being entitled to call 
their own minister, on a self-financing, ‘tent-making’ 
basis. Encompassing both sides of the Pyrenees, the 
Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon is bilingual, with French 
and Spanish, though business is generally conducted in 
English for the benefit of those appointed by the General 
Assembly to assist its initial development.

Mr Pierre is a native of Pau, who after his conversion 
began to look for a suitable seminary where he could 
study the Scriptures. Not finding any suitable facility in 
France, he began exploring the possibility of studying in 
Spanish and discovered the online seminary developed 
by Rev. Jorge Ruiz. It is interesting that Mr Pierre’s skill 
in the Spanish language was developed when he was 
invited to spend the summer school holiday in South 
America with an Argentinian friend. Little did he then 
think, that the language he learned playing football would 
later enable him to prepare for the gospel ministry. After 
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completing his studies in Spanish, Mr Pierre spent one 
year at the Free Church Seminary, during which time he 
has developed an excellent grasp of English.

Mr Pierre and his wife Diane have four young 
children, Rachel, Elysee, Calvin and Maria, and live 
in a recently renovated barn connected to the home 
where Diane’s parents now live. Their home, situated 
a little outside of Pau, is surrounded by cornfields, and 
has a dramatic view of the Pyrenees, some forty miles 
distant. Now that his studies are complete Mr Pierre’s 
language skills are being utilised as a translator for 
a Christian publisher based in Quebec, translating 
English language theological books into French.

The congregation which began to meet as an 
extension of the Spanish Mission work in 2016 now 
comprises twelve communicant members, and with 
the children and others who attend, more than twenty 
regularly gather to worship God. Encouragingly one 
member of the congregation, Mr Paul Pontacq, a 
member of the French judiciary presently working in 
French Guiana, has been accepted as a divinity student 
and has recently begun his studies at the Seminary.  

Meeting with the congregation in Pau, Rev. Jorge 
Ruiz, Moderator of the Presbytery, conducted worship 
in French, preaching appropriately from 1 Corinthians 
4:1,2 and emphasising the preacher’s responsibility 
to be faithful before God in declaring the riches of 
the gospel. Technical difficulties in broadcasting 
proceedings via Zoom may have hindered some from 
participating in the meeting, but after public worship 
had concluded it was possible to associate Rev. David 
Blunt (North Uist & Grimsay) and Rev. Maurice Roberts 
(Inverness, retired) with the Presbytery.

The Moderator then asked Mr Pierre the prescribed 
questions that are always addressed at an Ordination 
and Induction. On this occasion however, the questions 
relating to the minister’s theological convictions and 
commitment to Biblical orthodoxy were asked (and 
answered) in both French and English. While this 
extended the service, it was felt important, given the 
significance of the vows being taken, that everyone 
present was clear about what was happening.

Members of the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon
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With Mr Pierre having affirmed his clear 
Confessional commitment, the Moderator then invited 
him to sign the formula – which is a clear declaration 
of his resolve, through the grace of God, to maintain, 
assert and defend the doctrine, worship, discipline, 
government and jurisdiction of the Church. Next 
Mr Pierre was invited to kneel, and with the laying 
on of hands, the Moderator led the congregation in 
the prayer of ordination and induction. This was 
followed by the members of Presbytery extending the 
right hand of fellowship. Together with Mr Ruiz from 
Rubí, Barcelona, was Mr Wilson Calle, an elder in the 
congregation there and a member of the Presbytery. 
Additionally two members of the Presbytery from 
Scotland, Rev. Bill Scott, who had served as interim 
moderator of the congregation, accompanied by his 
wife Isobel, and Rev. James MacInnes were able to 
be present. Other members of the Presbytery – Rev. 
Graeme Craig, Rev. Davide Ratti, and Mr Alasdair 
Manderson – were able to join proceedings via Zoom.

With the help of Fabien, a young man in the 
congregation who has an excellent grasp of English, 
Mr MacInnes addressed the new minister, drawing 
three lessons from the example of Epaphras, a faithful 
minister of Christ (Col. 4:12,13). Also with the help 
of Fabien, Mr Scott addressed the congregation, 
challenging and encouraging them from Exodus 15:22-
27 to remain faithful, even in the hard experiences of 
the Christian pilgrimage.

The evening concluded with a tremendous spread of 
food and a time of informal fellowship when a presentation 
was made to the new minister from the congregation. 
The small congregation were greatly encouraged by 
the support of the wider Church, with many sending 
greetings to their new minister. Prior to Covid-19 there 
was regular outreach in the city centre, and this has been 
supplemented by an online presence, with a regular ‘blog’ 
published by Mr Pierre. He has published short extracts 
from Reformed writers, generally in relation to worship 
and psalm-singing, and through Facebook he has been 
able to interact with those who are interested.

Although it is conventional for the new minister to 
preach on the first Lord’s Day following his induction, 
on this occasion Mr Scott and Mr MacInnes were asked 
to preach. Following the evening service there was a 
fellowship which was concluded by singing Psalm 124. 
In both the French and Spanish Psalters each Psalm, in 
keeping with the Genevan style, is associated with one 
specific tune. The tune in French and Spanish for this 

Psalm is ‘Old 124th’, which we would also use for the 
second version. It was therefore possible for the French, 
Spanish and English speakers to sing simultaneously 
this wonderful song of praise. Perhaps to a trained ear, 
only interested in the technicalities of music, it may not 
have been a beautiful sound, but for those present it 
anticipated that great day, when from all the nations of 
the earth, the Church of Christ in all its fullness will be 
gathered in the presence of the Lord of Glory.

Rev. Hugues & Mrs Diane Pierre and their family
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To the congregation, Donald was a rock. It was clear 
to all that he was a man who loved the Lord. He was 
congregational treasurer for years, and his passing is 
a tremendous blow. His chair remains empty and he is 
sorely missed.

Latterly, Donald was confined to Budhmor Care 
Home in Portree. Shortly before his passing, and not 
long before he was taken ill, he heard what he believed 
to be the singing of angels in his bedroom. Beckoning 
the attention of a carer, Donald asked her if she could 
hear anything. She declined, but Donald believed he 
could hear the majestic singing of heaven. Donald 
often struggled with assurance, but this token from the 
Lord removed all doubts and fears and paved the way 
for him to glory. Though there continues to be much 
weeping here on this side of the grave, we are assured 
there is much rejoicing in heaven. “I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 4:7,8).

Retirement of Rev. William Macleod (Knightswood) 
(Rev. Graeme Craig)

Aspirit of thanksgiving, tinged with sadness, was 
evident in the hearts of those who gathered in 
Knightswood Church on Tuesday 2nd November 

2021 to mark the retirement of Rev. William Macleod 
from the pastoral ministry. That the church was well-
filled, with around 100 souls present, is an indication of 
the high esteem in which Mr Macleod is held throughout 
the Church after 45 years in the pastorate.

Ordained and inducted to Partick, Glasgow, in 
October 1976, he served the Lord there for sixteen 
years before moving to the Isle of Skye, where he 
ministered in Portree. He returned to Glasgow in 2006, 
and during his second ministry in the city he helped 
the then-named Thornwood congregation relocate to 
a permanent meeting-place in Knightswood. He saw 
them equipped with a manse and helped lead them in 
outreach to the local community, where contacts were 
made with many souls, some of whom began attending 
the means of grace.

Proceedings at the retirement began with worship, 
led by Rev. Graeme Craig, the congregation’s new 
Interim Moderator, who preached from Galatians 1:24, 
“And they glorified God in me.” In his testimony to the 
Galatians, Paul spoke of how true honour is done to 
someone when God is glorified in them. The churches 
of Judea glorified God in Paul’s conversion and in Paul’s 
ministry. Every person converted to Christ, whether a 
Paul, a Philippian jailor, or a Lydia, is a trophy of God’s 
grace and power. Only the grace and power of God can 
deliver a soul from under the power of darkness and 
bring them into the Kingdom of Christ.

Obituary – Mr Donald MacDonald, Staffin 
(Rev. Thomas Budgen)

It has been nearly a year (at the time of writing) 
since Mr Donald MacDonald passed away on 
16th November, 2020. He was 96. Known fondly 

throughout Skye as ‘Domhnall Mor’, Donald was a 
Christian gentleman who was highly respected both 
in the church and in the community. After serving 
in the Royal Navy, Donald spent much of his life in 
Digg as a fisherman. He married his wife, Margaret, 
in the 1950s and they had three children, Iain, Nina 
and Donald. It is believed he professed faith in or 
around 1968 at one of the Communions in Staffin 
Free Church. A short while before the Communion 
was to take place, one of the assisting ministers had 
to withdraw and a minister from Lewis was called in 
at short notice to replace him. On the Friday night, he 
preached on ‘doubting Thomas’, and the Lord used 
this to strengthen Donald to go forward. Afterwards, 
the minister of Kilmuir, Rev. Alexander Macfarlane, 
said to Donald, “I now know why the minister from 
Lewis had to come.”

Donald was a man of few words, but his life spoke 
eloquently for him. He was a born leader, yet without 
some of the obvious qualities of one, and that is 
what made him such. He was quiet, but resolute, 
conservative but fair; his tongue never got the better 
of him. He was unshakeable in the stance of the church 
in 2000, and was instrumental in assisting Rev. John 
Morrison and others with the erection of the church 
building in Staffin. Donald by this point was eighty 
years old, yet he persevered and never missed a day at 
the work. His young years as a labourer had kept him 
fit and healthy. There is a photo of him, on a scaffold, 
placing the topstone over the door.

CHURCH NEWS
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It is God who prepares every saint for service and 
enables him to serve, whether in the workplace, the 
home or the pastoral ministry. To God alone then 
belongs all the glory. Yet although believers (and 
ministers) are dependent on sovereign grace and 
power, this does not deny human responsibility. We 
are to stir up the gift of God within us (even although 
such stirring is itself the working of the Holy Spirit). 
Application was made to all, especially those in the 
Gospel ministry.

Thanksgiving for God’s grace to the Church in 
providing Mr Macleod as a minister was apparent 
throughout the evening. After supper, provided by 
the ladies of the congregation, various speakers were 
heard and greetings read. These all showed the high 
esteem in which Mr Macleod is held. Thanks were 
expressed for his careful, passionate preaching and 
his heartfelt desire for the conversion of souls. Fellow 
ministers also spoke with appreciation of the wise 
advice Mr Macleod was ready to impart, especially in 
the early days of their ministry. Reference was also 
made to his labours in the Seminary, as well as his 
many years of editing the Free Church Witness. The 
warm hospitality of the manse and the loving support 
of his wife, Marion, were also recognised.

Presentations were made to Mrs Macleod by Mrs 
Pamela Campbell and to Mr Macleod by Mr Murdo 
Campbell. During his reply, Mr Macleod spoke of God’s 
goodness to him, of his thoughts of the ministry from 
a young age and of the Lord’s provision for him and 
goodness to him in his various pastorates. He also 
paid tribute to his wife who has been a most suitable 
helpmeet to him. Mr Macleod referred to a comment 
made by the late Rev. Alasdair Johnston, Dumbarton, 
at his induction to Partick in 1976. While thanking 
God for the virtues of the newly-inducted minister, he 

noted that he lacked one thing: he did not have a wife. 
Little did Mr Johnston know then that, in God’s good 
time, he would be providing his own daughter, Marion, 
to fill that vacancy in the manse.

Mr Macleod concluded by reminding the gathering 
that he was only a poor sinner and nothing at all, but 
Jesus Christ was his all in all. The evening was drawn 
to a close with the singing of Psalm 116:1-7, a favourite 
portion of Mr Macleod, and prayer. It is the prayer of 
many that the Lord will continue to use Mr & Mrs 
Macleod in the work of the Gospel and that in the 
Lord’s own time he will provide a new pastor for the 
flock at Knightswood.

Assistant Editor (Rev. David M. Blunt)

Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, who has been an 
assistant editor of the Witness since May 2017, 
has now relinquished this role. We are grateful 

to Mr Macleod for his contribution over the last four 
years, particularly in connection with Church History 
and Book Reviews. God willing a new Assistant Editor 
will be appointed shortly.

Christians Repressed, Persecuted and Jailed in 
Iran 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

In May, Persian converts, Amin Khaki, Milad Goodarzi 
and Alireza Nourmohammadi, were sentenced to 
five years in prison for “engaging in propaganda that 

educates in a deviant way contrary to the holy religion 
of Islam”. The sentences were reduced to three years 
on appeal. The men entered prison on 10 November. 
In June 2020, brothers Sam and Sasan Khosravi and 
Habib Heydari were among seven Iranian Christians 
sentenced for “propaganda against the Islamic 
Republic by promoting Christianity”. Furloughed 
from prison after a month (due to COVID-19) Sasan 
and Habib recommenced their prison terms on 11 
November. Meanwhile, Sam and Maryam continue the 
struggle to retain custody of their adopted daughter, 
Lydia (2), after the court deemed them (as Christians) 
“unfit” to raise her. Please pray for the Church in Iran. 
Please pray.

Quote

“All things shall work together, for the good of 
them that love God, and Jesus Christ. Nothing 
shall befall them, but first or last shall 

further them in their way to heaven, and tend to their 
advantage. Many things seem to be against you, but all 
shall work for you.”
Thomas Doolittle

Rev. William Macleod and the Knightswood 
office-bearers (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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SERMON

SERVANTS AND STEWARDS (1) 
REV. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ

(The first part of an edited version of the sermon 
preached by Dr Ruiz, Moderator of the Presbytery of 
Navarre & Aragon, at the Ordination of Rev. Hugues 
Pierre in Pau, France, on Saturday 30th October 2021)

“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
(1 Corinthians 4:1,2)

For almost two years we have been living in times 
that were totally unexpected. I think we would all 
agree that none of us would ever have envisaged 

what we have been experiencing since March 2020. 
What else can the future bring? Will things get better, 
or is this only the beginning of sorrows? Will we see 
again the normality we have known all our lives, or will 
we only see what has been called “new normality”? Is 
there any possibility of a real change?

Introduction
These questions are in our minds. In any case, I am 
going to talk to you about one of the most important, 
or rather, the most important need of our time: to take 
the Christian faith seriously once again, to give it the 
importance that it has in itself, for on it depends our 
future, both in this life and the one to come.

But one cannot take the Christian faith seriously 
without also taking seriously those who are its 
spokesmen. That is, pastors or ministers of the gospel, 
who carry out their ministry in the context of a local 
congregation. This is all the more relevant for us today, 
because we are going to proceed with the ordination 
and induction of our brother Hugues Pierre, as pastor 
of the congregation in Pau.

How should we view this act? What about his role 
and his work from now on? Does the Bible, the Word 
of the Lord, tell us anything specific about this? The 
answer is, Yes. We will therefore carefully consider our 
text. We shall divide it into two main parts, following 
its natural division: first, what is required from men 
concerning ministers (v.1); second, what is required 
from ministers themselves (v.2).

1. What is Required from Men concerning Ministers
“Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God.” There are four 
points:

(i) The text is addressed first to others. The apostle 
Paul, in the original, uses the term ‘man’ here, in the 
singular: let “a man” consider us, and account of us. 
The meaning is, let every man, without distinction, 
whatever his condition and position in life, consider 
the ministry and ministers as they really are.

How then are we to regard ministers? The apostle 
presents two names for them. In the first place, he says 
that they are “ministers”, or servants. In the French 
language, ‘servant of God’ is, of course, a well-known 
concept, but the Greek language uses different words 
for servants, and each word conveys a particular 
meaning. The word here does not normally refer to a 
slave. It refers to a free man who sometimes receives 
a reward for his work. It refers to one who voluntarily 
learns how to perform his task from someone who is 
above him, without impairment to his personal worth.  

In the New Testament, this word is used for different 
types of servants, such as assistants to kings or 
magistrates, officers of the Sanhedrin, or, in the Gospel 
of John, the Jewish guards of the Temple. It is also 
found in relation to the service of the Lord. In Luke 1:2, 
it describes those (presumably the apostles) who at 
the beginning of the Christian era passed on the faith: 
“they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word”. And in 
Acts 26:16, Paul uses it in reference to the calling he 
received from Christ: “But rise, and stand upon thy feet: 
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a witness both of these things which 
thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will 
appear unto thee.”

(ii) The first thing, then, that men should think of 
pastors, is that they are successors of the apostles in this 
service of God. They are persons who have voluntarily 
placed themselves at God’s command and service, 
as those who have received and are receiving from 
God, not only the calling to service, but also concrete 
instructions for that service.

Pastors are servants “of Christ”. Jesus Christ is the 
King of His Church, her only, absolute and sovereign 
Head. But He has also called men into His service, and 
has given them to the Church to perform that service 
at His command and according to His directions. They 
enjoy, therefore, in the context of their ministry in 
the local congregation, and in a manner subordinate 
to Christ, that authority which Christ has over the 
Church.
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(iii) What is the second name used here by Paul of 
pastors? He says they are “stewards of the mysteries of 
God”. We must, therefore, consider these words.

A pastor is a steward, or administrator. This word, 
in the original, expresses the idea of the one who is in 
charge of a great house, composed of the family and 
also servants and slaves. The administrator is the main 
servant, responsible to the master of the house for 
managing the things of the house and the rest of the 
people who live there.

This idea is clearly expressed in Luke 12:42, where 
we read: “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his Lord shall make ruler over his household, to 
give them their portion of meat in due season?” In this 
way, the administrator has a double responsibility: 
first, to carry out the tasks commanded by the master; 
second, regarding the other servants in the house, to 
care for them and provide for their good. He does this 
by administering the property of his master. In our 
case, the administrator must administer the mysteries 
of God.

For us, this word ‘mystery’ evokes intrigue, and 
solving great problems for which there is no answer yet. 
Obviously, that is not the meaning of the word here. In 
ancient times this word was used to talk about mystery 
cults, that is to say, religious cults which required a 
kind of initiation and learning that was not within the 
normal reach of people. This gives us its background 
at the time of the first Christians. In order to know the 
meaning in which Paul uses it here, we must look into 
the New Testament. We see, strikingly, that the word 
‘mystery’ normally appears with terms that speak of 
revelation. This is evident in three important passages 
(Eph. 3:3; 1 Cor. 2:6,7,10; Rom. 16:25-27).

According to these passages, the Christian mystery 
is the revelation of God in Jesus Christ to men through 

the prophets and apostles. It is that wisdom, and 
those doctrines, which did not originate in the mind 
of man, being beyond human reason, but have their 
origin in God. It is a mystery that was hidden, but 
was then published by the apostles and is found in 
the Holy Scriptures, which are the Word of God. And 
now this mystery is given to all men to know, for 
revelation must be taught, preached and proclaimed 
from God to men, through servants, through stewards. 
Therefore, preaching is the means par excellence of 
this administration of the mysteries of God.

The Christian sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, may also be considered part of the mysteries 
that stewards must administer, insofar as these 
sacraments are solemn commitments in the Covenant 
of Grace in Jesus Christ between God and His people. 
In a broader sense, all acts of worship instituted by the 
Lord in the Scriptures are also part of these mysteries 
to be administered. Leading the people in the worship 
of God, leading the people to God in prayer, or blessing 
the people in the name of God, can also be considered 
as a significant part of these mysteries.

(iv) It is, therefore, in this way that men – every 
man – must regard the pastor. They are men of course, 
imperfect men, like all others. But the most important 
thing is that they have a divine mission to accomplish.

It is in relation to God, firstly, that pastors are 
servants and stewards, and secondly in relation to men. 
People  should not think that the pastor is first and 
foremost a leader of a religious community. The pastor 
is that, but first he is a servant of God and a steward of 
His mysteries, in short, of His revelation. If the pastor 
were merely in charge of a religious community, he 
would be a kind of socio-cultural administrator, or a 
business manager.  

Sadly people are comfortable with this 
representation of pastors. The pastor and his 
community can even be seen as part of that rich and 
diverse plurality that societies boast of today. But this 
does not oblige men to do anything, neither in relation 
to the pastor, nor to the Church, nor, most important of 
all, to God. On the other hand, if the pastor is a servant 
of Christ and a steward of His mysteries, the notion of 
authority necessarily imposes itself. And it is in this way 
that pastors must be perceived and understood.

SERMON / SERVANTS AND STEWARDS (1)

“In our case, the 
administrator must 
administer the 
mysteries of God.”
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THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL

The Queen’s message to the Church of England 
Synod

The Opening Session of the Church of England’s 
newly-elected 11th General Synod took place 
from 16th to 18th November. The Queen, in 

her role as the Church’s ‘Supreme Governor’, called 
together the two ‘Convocations’ of Canterbury and 
York by Royal writs, and they were joined by the ‘House 
of Laity’ to constitute the Synod. For the first time the 
Queen was absent, due to ill health, and sent a message 
which was read by The Earl of Wessex.

In her message the Queen noted tasks facing the 
Church, such as Christian education and Christian 
unity. Yet, fully cognisant of history as ever, she 
emphasised a basic Christian principle. “None of us 
can slow the passage of time; and while we often focus 
on all that has changed in the intervening years, much 
remains unchanged, including the Gospel of Christ and 
his teachings.” She drew particular attention to the 
task that, in her words, “stands out supreme: ‘to bring 
the people of this country to the knowledge and the 
love of God’.”

It would be churlish of us not to acknowledge 
these points made by Her Majesty: the unchanging 
nature of the gospel, and the unrelenting duty of the 
church to proclaim the gospel to sinners. We rejoice 
in these truths, and subscribe to them unreservedly. 
At the same time, it would be foolish of us to believe 
that the Church of England is able to carry out this 
mandate in its present state. In practice it does not 
adhere strictly to the absolute authority of Scripture, 
having wedded itself instead to Scripture, Tradition 
and Reason. The result is a theology that shifts with 
the surrounding culture, and the Church seems to 
have become captive to leftist ideology. There are 
very few ministers within the Church of England 
who are evangelical in the way Cranmer was; many 
are practical atheists, superstitious traditionalists or 
simply careerists.

While we applaud the Queen’s words to the Synod, 
we doubt that many are listening, or have a true gospel 
concern as expressed by Paul, “behold, now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2; cf. Isa. 49:8). Alas there are 
Anglican clergy who reject original sin and salvation 
by the satisfactory work of Christ, and the Reformed 
doctrine of justification by faith alone in Christ alone. 
Our prayer must be as the church in Psalm 67:1,2 
(metrical): “Lord bless, and pity us, shine on us with 
thy face: That th’ earth thy way, and nations all may 
know thy saving grace.”

DISSEMBLING

The danger of deception

To ‘dissemble’ is to conceal or disguise one’s true 
feelings, beliefs or intentions. Dissembling is 
a sin against the ninth commandment, “Thou 

shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour”, 
which according to the Larger Catechism requires us 
to speak the truth, and only the truth, “from the heart, 
sincerely, freely, clearly, and fully”, and in all things 
(Q.144). The same commandment forbids “perverting 
[the truth] to a wrong meaning, or in doubtful or 
equivocal expressions” (Q.145). We all come short 
daily in this duty, as in every other, and need to repent 
of our sin and receive God’s forgiveness.

What then are we to make of religions which 
approve dissembling? It is fairly common knowledge 
that Roman Catholic moralists have traditionally 
taught the doctrine of ‘mental reservation’. The New 
Catholic Encyclopedia (2003) defines it thus: “In 
the broad sense, mental reservation is the use of 
equivocation or ambiguity to conceal the truth. What 
is said is not objectively untruthful, but it is phrased 
in such a way that it is possible, indeed even probable, 
that the true meaning of the words will escape the 
hearer, and that he will understand them in a sense 
in which they are not true.” The potential for mischief 
here is obvious.

Less well known is that Islam, particularly Shia Islam, 
teaches a similar doctrine, advocating ‘dissimulation’ 
or taqiyya for the sake of the faith. It permits Muslims to 
deny what they really believe, so long as they adhere to 
the belief in their hearts. It is meant for self-protection, 
when Muslims are under threat, but has also been used 
when forming friendships with ‘unbelievers’, including 
Christians. Some of the individuals who have carried 
out lethal attacks on British streets recently, to further 
their brand of Islam, wilfully misled friends and even 
their families regarding their true purposes. “He that 
hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up deceit 
within him” (Prov. 26:24).

It could be argued that taqiyya is built into the 
Koran. The Bible, as the inspired Word of God, is self-
consistent, and when one passage seems to conflict 
with another we look for a way to resolve them, 
which will eventually be found. By contrast, the Koran 
is subject to the principle of naskh or ‘abrogation’, 
meaning that earlier revelation may be cancelled out 
by later. We note that the ‘non-violent’ verses in the 
Koran come before the ‘belligerent’ ones. In the end 
Islam is not a religion of peace but submission – and 
that often by jihad.

COMMENT
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by an extract from George Swinnock. The booklet is 
spoiled by a jarring interchange between ‘Sunday’, 
Sabbath and Lord’s Day, which I found all the more 
strange given the quotation on page 5 lamenting the 
process by which the Holy Sabbath became ‘Sunday’.

This booklet would be useful for those less familiar 
with the principle of Sabbath rest, and encouraging for 
the young believer faced with pressure and temptations 
to discard, in whole or part, the Lord’s Day. It is enhanced 
by good footnotes, helpful quotes and a full index, and is 
attractively produced. It is recommended.
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod

Walking Toward the Dawn: 
Finding Certainty in Our 
Christian Experience
Jeremiah Montgomery, Banner 
of Truth Trust, bkt, 35pp, £2.00

The title of this booklet is based 
on Proverbs 4:18, “the path 
of the just is as the shining 

light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” The author is 
minister of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church (OPC), in Vandalia, Ohio, USA. The theme is 
Christian assurance. Much of the content evidently 
reflects the author’s own struggles with assurance of 
faith. He informs us that for more than twenty-five years 
he “walked through the valley of the shadow of doubt”. 
Mr Montgomery’s prayer is that the booklet’s content 
will lead others out of spiritual gloom and into the dawn.  

Wisely, he has based his views on chapter 18 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith. From that 
platform he sets out his arguments in the form of Five 
Theological Truths, followed by Three Practical Steps, 
then a Conclusion entitled In The Hands of Jesus. As 
the reader goes through each ‘Truth’, there is a gentle 
insistence on looking away from self to the word and 
promise of an almighty God and then on to the safety 
of the finished work of Christ. The Practical Steps are: 
(i) proving one’s faith is vital by exercising it rather 
than examining it; (ii) proving one’s heart relative to 
desire after godly things; (iii) proving the remedy for 
lack of assurance by appreciating the ongoing work 
of sanctification. The Conclusion urges the reader to 
focus on the believer’s security “in the hands of Jesus”.

This is a very helpful booklet on the subject of 
assurance. It is ideal for passing on to any Christian 
whom we suspect may be walking through the valley of 
the shadow of doubt.  
Rev. Iain Smith

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

The Christian Sabbath
Terry L. Johnson, Banner of 
Truth Trust, bkt, 60pp, £3.00

Having read various books 
on the subject, I came to 
this recent publication 

expecting little new, but the 
opening chapter grabbed my 
attention and I found it profitable. 
Terry Johnson is senior minister 
of Independent Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Georgia, USA, and sketches for us 
his developing understanding of the implications of 
the Fourth Commandment.

An introductory chapter is followed by two chapters 
dealing with Mark 2:23-3:5. The first deals with the 
Sabbath made for man, and amongst other helpful 
points takes up our responsibility for our fellow men. 
Johnson writes: “All our economic transactions are to 
cease. If we shop, buy gasoline, frequent restaurants, 
watch athletic events, we are hiring people to serve us, 
wait on us, or entertain us, and thereby robbing them 
of the potential of Sabbath rest. Whether they want 
that rest or not is irrelevant.”

Citing the Westminster Confession of Faith 
Chapter 21, he reminds us that “the unbelieving 
and unobservant are obligated to keep the Sabbath. 
Our obligation is not to hire them and not to tempt 
them with the opportunity of work.” Taking on those 
who falsely accuse such an outlook as legalistic and 
unworthy of New Testament liberty, he quotes the 
American Congregational minister Timothy Dwight 
(1752-1817): “If Jesus had abolished the Sabbath, it 
would have been a diminution, not an increase of the 
blessing given to the Jewish (Old Testament) church.”

The second chapter considers Christ as Lord of 
the Sabbath; it is His day. Even allowing for its North 
American setting, Johnson did not emphasise here, as 
much as I would have liked, the duty of our witness 
to others, and his suggestion that outside picnics are 
legitimate Sabbath activities appears to contradict 
some of his earlier scruples. In fairness, the book 
generally maintains a useful balance.

Practical recommendations follow these chapters. 
Helpful suggestions include avoiding “loading Saturday 
night with so many worldly activities” that the spiritual 
benefit of the Lord’s Day is lost. A concluding chapter 
contains a plea, exhortation and promise, followed 

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
December    January     February
     9    St Louis    20  Stornoway
     23  Atlanta    27  Harris

 
(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every 
one of you, as a father doth his children, That ye would walk worthy 
of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.”

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12

Rev. William & Mrs Marion Macleod with the Knightswood congregation (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)


