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Five hundred years ago (the exact date was 18 
April 1521), the German reformer Martin Luther 
appeared before Charles V, the Holy Roman 

Emperor, at a meeting of the imperial parliament at 
Worms, and uttered words which have resonated down 
through the centuries. The Emperor had summoned 
him on account of his writings, including his ‘Ninety-
Five Theses’ against corruptions in the Roman Church. 
Charles did this at the instigation of Pope Leo X, who 
a few months previously had excommunicated Luther 
and directed the Emperor to act against his heresy. 
Twenty-five titles were presented, and Luther was 
asked to own them and then repudiate them.

When he gave his answer, Luther acknowledged 
the titles as his and apologised for the severe tone of 
his remarks against private individuals. He refused 
to retract the substance of his writings, however, and 
explained why he was unable to do so. “Unless I am 
convinced by Scripture and plain reason – I do not 
accept the authority of the popes and councils, for 
they have contradicted each other – my conscience 
is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not 
recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither 
right nor safe. God help me. Amen.” The Edict of 
Worms denounced Luther to be an obstinate heretic 
and forbade the reading or possession of his writings.

Whether Luther really said, in addition, “Here I 
stand, I can do no other”, does not matter. Stand he did, 
for the supremacy of Scripture, and the church benefits 
from his stand even yet.

Darkness
This famous event comes to mind because of the 
situation facing the church and believers today. If 
the motto of the Reformation was ‘After Darkness, 
Light’, then sadly the motto of our time has to be, 
‘After Light, Darkness’. As a nation, we are departing 
from the teaching of the Bible and returning to the 
ignorance and superstition which prevailed before the 
Reformation reached our shores. We are going further 
than that: we are abandoning not only Scripture but 
reason itself, in favour of fantasy and absurdity. Luther 
was confronted by these things in the religious realm; 
we face them in almost every sphere of life.

The church must take a stand, and every Christian 
should be involved. It is not easy. To voice beliefs that 
are contrary to the interest groups pushing our nation 
in this direction, and the lawmakers assisting them, 

is to invite bitter condemnation. So sure are they of 
the superiority of their values that they will tell us, 
scornfully, “You are on the wrong side of history!” But 
we know that the future does not lie in their hands. It 
belongs to Jesus Christ, the Sovereign of the universe 
and Judge of all the earth, who warns proud sinners: 
“If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how 
great is that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23)

How is this darkness manifesting itself today, and 
what wisdom do we have from the Word of God by 
which to oppose it?

Creation Denied
Many of the ills in our society stem from the neglect or 
denial of a Creator. If we have no Maker, there is no one 
to whom we are finally accountable. Given our fallen 
nature and guilt before God, it is no surprise that people 
latch on to other explanations for their existence than 
the Creator. Though the theory of evolution is popular, 
it is unscientific. It is also dangerous, because it is 
deceiving. If God does not exist, the moral law has no 
authority and every man is free to do what is “right 
in his own eyes” (Judg. 17:6). If there is no moral law, 
talk of sin becomes meaningless, and if there is no 
sin, then there is no need for salvation. Satan uses the 
evolutionary theory to bolster the unbelief of many, 
quietening their consciences and lulling them to sleep.

The truth is set before us in the first chapter of the 
Bible. “So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him: male and female created he 
them.” (Gen. 1:27) These words censure some prevalent 
sins. God did not create one sex but two, making them 
complementary to each other for companionship and 
procreation: homosexual partnerships go against this 
divine order. And God created only two sexes, each of 
them with an unalterable identity: transgenderism also 
is a violation of the created order. Our day must be dark 
when opposition to same-sex ‘marriage’, and voicing 
the truth that someone who was born a man is not and 
never can be a woman, are regarded as ‘hate’!

Abortion Sanctioned
Of all the sins which disfigure our national life, few are 
grosser than abortion. Yet despite all the evil ground 
it has gained, the abortion lobby has not finished yet. 
There is growing pressure for the removal of the 
remaining legal barriers in the way of this inhuman 
practice. The intention of some campaigners is abortion 
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on demand up until birth. They will continue to press 
for this, repeating their spurious slogans of ‘choice’, 
‘reproductive rights’ and ‘healthcare’ until the public is 
softened up and our supine parliamentarians put their 
wishes into law. Things would not need to become very 
much darker for this step to be taken: it has already 
happened in Canada and several states of the USA.

Arguments in favour of abortion tend to rest upon 
the idea that what is being formed in the womb is only 
a potential human being, not an actual one. This is a lie. 
We learn from the Psalmist that embryonic life is the 
first part of any person’s history. David acknowledged 
to God, “thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb” 
(Ps. 139:13). Before he was born his substance was 
invisible to the world, but it was not hidden from 
the Lord, who fashioned it day by day according to 
His eternal plan (vv.15,16). We are “fearfully and 
wonderfully made” (v.14), both body and soul – a truth 
that ought to produce in us a great reverence for all 
human life. Abortion is the deliberate destruction of 
unique and irreplaceable individuals and should have 
no place in a civilised country.

Climate Alarm
The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26), at which world leaders will indicate what 
further contributions their countries intend to make 
over the next five years to combat global warming, 
is due to take place in Glasgow at the beginning of 
November. It is being held a year late because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic – something which ought to 
remind us that man is not actually in control of global 
events. A sense of alarm is being stoked concerning 
the climate, with unwarranted claims that the world is 
gradually heating up due to human activity. Tragically 
many young people are afraid and lack hope.

History shows us that the climate has always 
fluctuated. Whatever variations occur in the future, 
they will not prevent the earth from yielding its 
increase: the Bible reassures us that while it remains, 
“seedtime and harvest” will not cease (Gen. 8:22). Our 
bountiful and all-powerful God has made a covenant 
with His creation, promising that He will not destroy 
the world again by a flood (Gen. 9:11). Its end will 
come at the time He has appointed and by the means 

He has determined. At the last day the Lord Jesus will 
return, dissolve everything by fire, and usher in a world 
of perfect righteousness (2 Pet. 3:12,13). Our need is 
to prepare for that day now, by repenting of our sins 
and trusting in Christ, the only Saviour of sinners. He 
is truly the Light of the world!

Drift to Rome
Our country is in danger of turning full circle. We are 
forgetting the Protestant Reformation, in which Luther 
played such a vital part, and there is a drift to Rome. 
A century ago the Coronation Oath was amended, 
removing the negative references to the Church of 
Rome, and diplomatic ties with the ‘Holy See’ were 
restored. A decade ago the Act of Settlement was 
altered, permitting the monarch to marry a Roman 
Catholic. The Queen has met several popes and 
attended Roman Catholic worship, and we now have a 
Prime Minister who was baptised as a Roman Catholic 
and has married a practising Roman Catholic. Most 
Protestant churches in the UK have ecumenical ties 
with the Roman Catholic Church.

Why does this matter? For the simple reason that, 
despite her claims, the Roman Catholic Church is not 
the Church which Christ established by His apostles. 
She is not the New Testament Church – not in her 
doctrine, worship, discipline or government. In former 
days, evangelicals believed that the Church of Rome 
was a false church – the ‘Babylon’ which will one day be 
thrown down by the Lord (Rev. 18:21) – but now most 
remain silent regarding her soul-destroying errors. 
Our reformed heritage was dearly bought, as we see 
from martyrs like Patrick Hamilton, and it should not 
be lightly given up. We must expose the darkness of 
Rome with the light which God has given us in His 
inspired Word!

The Lord’s Help
Nothing can be achieved without the Lord. We should 
take encouragement from how Luther’s prayer in 
the presence of the Emperor was answered. God did 
indeed help him, so that he could say with Paul: “the 
Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me 
the preaching might be fully known” (2 Tim. 4:17). 
Luther was taken for his safety to the Wartburg Castle, 
where he began translating the New Testament into 
German. The complete Luther Bible was published in 
1534 and is still in use. It was the most important work 
of his life and led to the transformation of the German 
nation. The same Word of God will one day shine its 
glorious light upon our nation again, and dispel our 
darkness!

November 20214

EDITORIAL / TAKING A STAND

“Our country is in 
danger of turning 
full circle.”



Free Church Witness 5

(Law [1797-1884] was an Anglican minister. This piece 
is taken from ‘Christ is All: the Gospel of the Pentateuch’, 
published in 1867, and has been abridged.)

“[Moses] looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, 
and the bush was not consumed.” (Exodus 3:2)

It now becomes us to ask, what is the Gospel of the 
burning bush?

Jesus Christ
Jesus Himself appears in His person, sufferings, and 
all-resisting might. He is God, and yet He stoops to be 
made man. He is man, and yet He continues to be God 
for ever. Withdraw the Godhead, and His blood cannot 
atone. Withdraw the manhood, and no blood remains. 
The union gives a Saviour able, and a Saviour suitable. 
Look to the bush. It shows this very union. The wood 
denotes the poor and feeble produce of earth. It exhibits 
the “tender plant”, the “root out of a dry ground” (Isa. 
53:2). But it holds God as its occupant. The voice out of 
its midst proclaims, Your God is here.

Fire wraps the bush. No clearer image can depict 
the hot assaults of wrath. The life of Jesus knew these 
well. It was one struggle with keen anguish. Earth was a 
thorny path. Hell shot its every shaft. Heaven darkened 
with the horrors of its frowns. All the fierce pains, which 
infinite displeasure could inflict, made Him their prey. 
He wrung out all, which all the ransomed would have 
tasted, if hell-agonies had been their doom for ever.

In vain the fire assailed the bush. It stood unharmed. 
So every blow recoiled from Jesus. Sustained by His 
indwelling Deity, He trod all foes beneath His feet. He 
burst the bands of death. He shivered the grave’s gates. 
He stood victorious on the ruins of hell’s empire. He 
mounted in triumph to the heaven of heavens.

The Church
We have next an undoubted figure of the whole family 
of faith. Persecutions and trials are the fire, which 
assails them with ceaseless fury. But still they thrive, 
and strengthen, and bud, and blossom, and flourish. 
How can it be? Deity indwells them. And where Deity 
resides, there must be undecaying life.

The Church’s story is a mirror of this truth. How 
often do we see it, as a tiny boat tossed in engulfing 
waves. The powers of the mighty, the craft of the subtle, 

the rage of the frantic, have seized it with terrific grasp. 
Evil men have done their worst: evil spirits have aimed 
blows: evil fiends have put forth spite. Surely the fragile 
bush must sink in ruin. But no. It defies all foes. It stands, 
and ever will stand, verdant, and fragrant, and fruitful. 
But the power of resistance is not its own. The Lord is in 
the midst. He has chosen it, as His abode for ever.

It is true that Jesus, as God, holds all space within 
His hand. But still the Church is the chosen home of His 
unbounded love. Here His all-protecting might, His all-
preserving care, His full delights, repose. He received it 
from His Father as His spouse – His jewels – His peculiar 
treasure – His portion – the fulness of His body – the 
completeness of His mediatorial glory. He is engaged 
to seat it, as an undiminished family, before the throne. 
If one member be injured, Christ is marred; if one be 
absent, Christ is maimed. Hence He is ever with it – all 
heart to love – all eye to watch – all hand to help – all 
wisdom to direct – all power to beat back foes. Let, then, 
the fire rage. It must be mightier than Almightiness, 
before the bush can droop to nothingness.

The Believer
Here, too, another mystery is solved. Grace seems but a 
tender plant in the believer’s heart. Satan’s rage burns 
against it. The world brings fuel upon fuel to consume 
it. The flesh blows fiercely to fan the flame. But grace 
still thrives. Its roots spread, its branches rise, its fruit 
ripens. Why? Christ walks within His garden. His hand 
sowed each seed. The dew of His favour nourishes it. 
The smile of His love matures it. Hence it overtops all 
fiery foes, and lifts its head towards heaven.

Believer, think much of “the good will of him that 
dwelt in the bush” (Deut. 33:16). Fears will then flee 
away. Because you are not alone, it is offence to tremble. 
Look back. Many conflicts are behind, and yet you live. 
How is it? You reply with Paul, “the Lord stood with me, 
and strengthened me” (2 Tim. 4:17). Your present fight 
is hot, but you hear a much-loved voice, “Fear thou not, 
for I am with thee” (Isa. 41:10). You look onward. The 
horizon is dark with clouds of tribulation, but the same 
voice cheers, “when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned” (Isa. 43:2). The captive youths, a 
cloud of witnesses, an army of blessed martyrs, wave 
you forward. They tell that persecuting flames may be 
robbed of all their sting. Rejoice then. The bush shall 
burn with fire, but it shall not be consumed.

DEVOTIONAL

THE BURNING BUSH
HENRY LAW
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Throughout this recent series, the underlying 
focus has been the love of God, demonstrating 
that we are not ashamed of such a focus. What 

though if the love of God is distorted? This has frequently 
happened. There was the infamous case of the Church 
of Scotland minister John McLeod Campbell (1800-
1872), who, beginning with the love of God, reshaped 
the atonement and ultimately the presentation of the 
gospel. This was effectively dealt with by the General 
Assembly at the time, yet attempts to reinterpret and 
redefine the love of God continue, and we must be 
alert to any such redefinitions. Consider these four 
distortions of God’s love:

1. Romanism
Rome has always taught that God loves everyone equally. 
In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti (All Brothers), published 
on 4 October 2020, Pope Francis argues that there is 
a brotherhood created by our common humanity. He 
refers to his meeting with the Palestinian Authorities 
in May 2014, in which he spoke of “accepting our 
differences and rejoicing that, as children of the one 
God, we are all brothers and sisters.” He then refers 
to words he spoke in a documentary film released in 
2018: “God does not see with his eyes, God sees with 
his heart. And God’s love is the same for everyone, 
regardless of religion. Even if they are atheists, his 
love is the same. When the last day comes, and there 
is sufficient light to see things as they really are, we 
are going to find ourselves quite surprised.” Clearly, if 
we are really all brothers, we cannot judge anyone or 
indeed their religion. According to Rome, the love of 
God does not necessarily lead sinners to a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ.

2. Socinianism
Socinianism received its name from its promoter, 
Faustus Socinus (1539-1604), an Italian theologian 
who was based in Poland. Another name for it is 
Unitarianism. In this heretical system, as there is no 
Trinity of persons in the Godhead, so there is no love 
within the Trinity and no Trinitarian love for sinners 
of mankind. In addition, given the belief of Socinians 

that Jesus Christ is not a divine person, then he never 
possessed an eternal love for sinners. Remarkably, John 
Owen (1616-83) and his fellow-Puritan Richard Baxter 
(1615-91) differed over Socinians: Owen wished to 
exclude them from orthodoxy, but Baxter wanted to 
include them! What matters is what Socinians do with 
the love of God; essentially they empty it of everything 
which makes it the love of God – its eternal, Trinitarian 
nature and its redemptive, saving quality.

3. Arminianism
Arminianism derives its name from Jacobus Arminius 
(1560-1609), a Dutch theologian who challenged the 
Reformed position on predestination, the atonement 
and saving grace. The Synod of Dort (1618-19) 
was called to settle the resulting controversy, and 
produced the Canons of Dort, the original ‘five points 
of Calvinism’.

The theologian John Owen wrote a work entitled 
The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, defending 
the Biblical doctrine of limited atonement against 
Arminianism and other errors. Stanley Gower (1600-
60), a member of the Westminster Assembly, wrote a 
commendation for Owen’s work, in which he identified 
the “two rotten pillars” upon which Arminianism 
chiefly stands: “That God loveth all alike, Cain as well 
as Abel, Judas as the rest of the apostles”; and, “That 
God giveth (nay is bound to do so) both Christ, the great 
gift of his eternal love, for all alike to work out their 
redemption, and power to believe in Christ to all alike 
to whom he gives the gospel”. As Owen explains in the 
work, this cursed doctrine of Arminianism contradicts 
the whole drift of Scripture, which is to pull down 
man’s pride and make him despair of himself, while 
advancing the glory of God’s free grace.

Why do Arminians treat God’s love in this way? As 
Owen explains, if God loves all equally, it appears to 
make his love ‘greater’ (it actually makes it weaker). The 
immediate problem is that if Christ loved all equally and 
died for all equally, there is no need to speak of electing 
love, since there is no distinction among men. There 
is also the problem of the sinner’s disposition. None 
by nature seek after God, or love God, being at enmity 

DOCTRINE

DISTORTING THE LOVE OF GOD
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

November 20216



Free Church Witness 7

DOCTRINE / DISTORTING THE LOVE OF GOD

(ii) God’s Will
At the heart of the issue is this question: are there 
two wills in God? Amyraut said yes; Calvin said no. 
Compare the two men on Ezekiel 18:23: “Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the 
Lord God: and not that he should return from his ways, 
and live?” As Amyraut reads it, there are two kinds of 
mercy and two wills in God. Calvin by contrast insists 
there is but one will in God, and that the words do not 
refer to God’s eternal purpose in predestination but to 
his promise of salvation upon repentance.

Calvin makes the same point on 1 Timothy 2:4: 
“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” He comments: “the Apostle 
simply means, that there is no people and no rank in 
the world that is excluded from salvation”. God always 
wills the same thing – the salvation of his elect – and 
preaching always accomplishes that goal. God executes 
his single will through the preaching of a conditional 
promise to all who hear. The promise, which invites 
all men to salvation, does not indicate what God has 
decreed regarding individuals; only that he is ready to 
save all who are brought to faith and repentance.

(iii) The Son and the Spirit
Robert L. Reymond makes the point that in the 
Amyraldian scheme the divine discrimination among 
men “comes not at the point of Christ’s redemptive 
accomplishment but at the point of the Spirit’s 
redemptive application”. To make matters worse, 
it has “persons of the Godhead working at cross-
purposes with one another: by decree the Son died 
with the intention to save all men, and by decree the 
Spirit savingly applies Christ’s saving benefits to some 
only. Each person’s labour cancels out the intention of 
the other’s labour.” (A New Systematic Theology of the 
Christian Faith, Thomas Nelson, 1998, p.477)

It is vital that the love of God is carefully defined 
and defended against all distortions – no matter 
how plausible they may seem. It is crucial that both 
preachers and hearers adhere fully and consistently to 
orthodox, Biblical teaching on the subject, such as we 
have in our Westminster Confession of Faith. God’s love 
is too precious to be remade according to our fancy.

with him (Rom. 3:11; 8:7). Without regeneration there 
will be no seeking, but Arminianism gives man the 
clinching role in salvation; sadly this view is held in 
many evangelical churches today.

4. Amyraldianism
Amyraldianism gets its name from Moses Amyraut 
(1596-1664), a French theologian who modified the 
doctrine of limited atonement in an attempt to marry 
Arminianism with Reformed theology. It is alarming 
how some people refer to Amyraldianism as ‘four 
point’ Calvinism – as if it was the same theological 
system as held by the great Genevan reformer but with 
a slight difference of emphasis. Amyraldianism is far 
from harmless, for it teaches:

– a universal saving will in God to each and every 
person;

– that the redeeming work of Christ was for all;
– that some for whom Christ died will perish.
The Amyraldian system results in a logical 

contradiction within God himself. The will of the Father 
and the intention of the Son are seen to be at variance. 
It will not do to say, as some do, that we should simply 
forget logic, and that we should view what is plainly 
contradictory as a ‘mystery’, the resolution of which 
lies with God. The fact is that God has revealed himself 
to us in Scripture. Consider the following truths:

(i) Christ’s Sacrifice and Intercession
In the Bible we learn that Christ’s intercession and 
death are co-extensive. Jesus says: “I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they 
are thine.” (John 17:9) The Amyraldian scheme would 
have Christ’s sacrifice and intercession at odds with 
each other. It would have Christ dying on the cross of 
Calvary for all men, including multitudes who by that 
time were already damned. If Christ did indeed die for 
all the sins of all sinners, there is nothing left for God 
to punish. Christ’s redemption is either universal, or it 
is not; there is no halfway house.

What has this to do with the love of God? Samuel 
Rutherford made a helpful distinction. He spoke of 
God’s beneficence, which is his doing good to all in 
this life, including his enemies; this is the kindness 
we are to show to our fellow men. Then he spoke 
of God’s benevolence, which is the goodwill he has 
had from all eternity towards his elect people. What 
has tended to happen is that these two things are 
collapsed into one, so that God’s general goodness is 
made equivalent to a saving love, when clearly this is 
not the case. Some, when preaching the gospel, go so 
far as to say to their hearers in an indiscriminate way 
that God loves them.

“The love of God is 
too precious to be 
remade according to 
our fancy.”
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(Plumer [1802-80], who was from Pennsylvania, was 
a Presbyterian pastor, Seminary professor and prolific 
author. This piece is taken and abridged from the 
chapter ‘Justification – The Pardon of Sin by Christ’s 
Blood’ from his work ‘The Grace of Christ’, first published 
in 1853. Plumer’s words are for us all, and especially for 
those who may be coming to the end of life’s journey.)

Christ is set upon the hill of Zion to grant 
repentance and remission of sins. The moving 
cause of forgiveness is his boundless love, but 

the procuring cause is his own most precious blood, 
as Scripture tells us repeatedly: “by his own blood he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12); “as for thee 
also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy 
prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water” (Zech. 
9:11); “this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remissions of sins” (Matt. 
26:28); “being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him” (Rom. 5:9); “in Christ 
Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13); “having made peace 
through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20); “the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 
John 1:7) So that nothing but extreme ignorance or 
extraordinary wickedness can induce a poor sinner to 
venture near to God except through the blood of Christ.

Our Surety
By his stripes we are healed. By his chastisement is 
our peace. By his sorrows come our joys. By his death 
is our life. As our Surety, he pays all our debt. As the 
Lamb of God he takes away the sins of the world. By 
his expiation we go free. No man is truly blessed until 
he has this blessing – the pardon of sin. It is the pledge 
and forerunner of all others. It is a fountain of life. It 
takes away the sting of death. Augustine says: “All my 
hope is in the death of my Lord. His death is my merit, 
my refuge, my salvation, my life and my resurrection. 
The mercy of the Lord is my merit; I am not without 
merit, so long as the Lord of mercies is not lacking. And 
if the mercies of the Lord be many, I abound in merits.” 
Again, “the certainty of our whole confidence consists 
in the blood of Christ.” The blood of sprinkling speaks 

better things than the blood of Abel. That called for 
vengeance, this for peace. 

Our Confession
How highly the people of God prize this blessing of 
forgiveness may be learned from their history in all 
ages: “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity” (Ps. 32:1,2). In 
enumerating the benefits he had received, David puts 
this first. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities” (Ps. 
103:2,3). So the Church of God has always held. The 
French Confession (1559) says: “We affirm, that Jesus 
Christ is our perfect and entire washing; in whose 
death we obtain full satisfaction; whereby we are 
delivered from all those sins, whereof we are guilty, 
and from which we could not be acquitted by any other 
remedy.” (Article 17) The Scots Confession (1560) says: 
“We confess and avow, that there remains no other 
sacrifice for sins” (Ch. 9). The Belgic Confession (1561) 
says: “Neither is it necessary to seek or invent any 
other means of being reconciled to God than this only 
sacrifice, once offered, by which believers are made 
perfect forever.” (Article 21)

Our Hope
It is worthy of special notice that the nearness of death 
makes the pardon of sin and the blood of Christ very 
precious to the souls of good men. The missionary Rev. 
Elias Cornelius (1794-1832) said on his deathbed: 
“The impression has been upon my mind for these 
last three days, that this is my final sickness; and I 
bless God that I can look forward to the change before 
me with composure and hope. I feel that I am a poor 
sinner; I need to be washed from head to foot in the 
blood of atonement (this last was uttered with affecting 
solemnity) – but I hope I may be saved through the 
blood of Christ. Within the last year, and especially of 
late, the Lord Jesus Christ has been becoming more 
and more precious to my soul. I feel that I can commit 
my immortal all to him; and here I wish to bear my 
dying testimony that I go to the judgement, relying on 
nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ. Without that, I 
should have no hope.”

DOCTRINE

THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS
WILLIAM S. PLUMER
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“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word” (Luke 2:29)

Flesh and blood did not reveal this to Simeon – 
that Christ would appear soon. But where? Was 
Simeon aware from the prophecy that the Lord 

would suddenly come to His temple (Mal. 3:1), and 
therefore he waited there? He was enlightened by 
the Spirit (mentioned three times in vv.25-27). Men 
by nature cling to life and do not prepare for heaven, 
unless they have the grace to hope for glory. It is 
grace that makes us willing “to depart, and to be with 
Christ”, because we see now that it is “far better” (Phil. 
1:23). We are no longer tied to this world as we used 
to be, but are happy to leave it. Without this sense of 
anticipation of eternity we cannot be ready, as the Lord 
commanded us to be (Matt. 24:44).

Every Believer shall Depart in Peace
To ‘die peacefully’ is to die reconciled to God (Rom. 
5:1), otherwise it is death with a false peace; sin is a 
powerful anaesthetic! Simeon was “just” (by faith) and 
“devout” (seeking holiness) (Luke 2:25). He had met 
Christ (“thy salvation”, v.30), and there was a power in 
his life which would bring him through death safely. 
We see Christ by faith (John 6:40) and, being justified, 
“the righteous hath hope in his death” (Prov. 14:32); 
it is only the righteous by faith who have any hope at 
death. The believer, like Simeon, is also God’s ‘servant’; 
he is watching and waiting with a patient faith until 
the time to depart. Christ as our Master has the right 
to command and we have the grace to seek obedience 
to Him (Acts 9:6), because we have met Him who set 
us free to follow Him. We desire that all things be 
“according to thy word”, as Simeon did. Soon we shall 
move from the Waiting Room to the Departure Lounge. 
We shall “go in peace”, if we have what Bunyan called 
“the key of promise” for the Door.

Sometimes we Feel more Ready than at other Times
While Hope is based on something not yet seen, Faith 
gives eyes to Hope to look for what is promised (Heb. 
11:13). Sometimes we are on mount Nebo, looking 

across; at other times we are in the misty valley looking 
carefully for the next step here, as we journey towards 
the fulfilment of the promise. When Moses looked 
across he wanted to go over, and when Simeon had 
a clear view of Christ he also wanted to go over. But 
some days our vision grows dim and we do not have a 
clear view of Christ; this in turn affects our hope. Love 
ascends to the Beloved, but humility in the ‘servant’ 
also waits to be satisfied with nearer and indeed the 
nearest communion with Christ, face to Face (Ps. 17:15). 
Simeon’s work here was done; ours may not be, and 
therefore our desire to depart is disciplined. Simeon 
requested to depart but the final decision regarding the 
time lay with the One he held in his arms.

These Words of Simeon Encourage us to have the 
same Readiness
Calvin’s motto was to have his heart in his hands, ready 
to offer it up when called for. To ‘depart’ is to move on. 
Death is the walk through the last valley (Ps. 23:4); at 
its end perfect peace awaits us (Isa. 57:2). God has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked (they die under 
His wrath and curse, 1 Cor. 16:22; nothing good is said 
of the unbeliever’s death), but the believer’s death is 
precious to Him (Ps. 116:15; Rev. 14:13). Only grace 
can prepare us for glory (Ps. 84:11). Christ by His grace 
has taken the sting out of death (1 Cor. 15:55). Instead 
of the entrance to a prison, death now has ‘welcome 
home’ on its door, because of Christ.

A boy with a dangerous condition was warned to 
avoid a bee sting, as it would prove fatal. One day he 
was travelling in Spain in a car with his father. A bee 
came in the window and the boy cried out in panic. His 
father knew he dare not take the time to stop the car, so 
reached across and put his hand around the bee. The 
bee stung him, but after that sting the bee could sting 
no more. And so with Christ – He gives consolation 
(Luke 2:25) because of redemption (v.38). He took 
the sting of death upon Himself as the Surety for His 
people, and the marks remain in His hands to remind 
us always of what He has done for us (John 20:27). 
Simeon held Christ in his hands, and soon Christ would 
hold him in His!

A DESIRE TO DEPART
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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In the spring of this year, I found myself scrabbling 
about the roof of our bungalow removing moss 
which had gathered on the tiles over many years. It 

is not a steep or high roof, and is none too dangerous, 
but it afforded me good views of our area. This led me 
to think of two roofs mentioned in scripture – one of 
ease and leisure, and one of faith and activity.        

David at Ease
One evening, King David “arose from off his bed, and 
walked upon the roof of the king’s house” (2 Sam. 
11:2). Here was David at ease in Jerusalem. His army 
was encamped in the open fields, fighting a war, but 
David was far from the field of conflict; he was not 
there supporting his troops. So often leisure and 
pleasure can lead us into temptation and into sin. In 
the above account, that is exactly what took place. In 
a sense, David fell from that roof into a dark sin that 
got deeper and deeper. Let’s not dwell too much on the 
details but learn an important lesson: one sin can lead 
to another. David, though a good man, would spend the 
rest of his life regretting that evening walk. The path 
of duty for him was to support his army when it was 
engaging in battle. What a severe lesson for the sweet 
psalmist of Israel!              

Four Men at Work
Now to a New Testament roof. “And when they could 
not come nigh into him for the press, they uncovered 
the roof where he was; and when they had broken 
it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 
palsy lay.” (Mark 2:4) In this account we find that the 
Lord Jesus Christ had entered a house in Capernaum, 
attracting a great crowd of people. I am sure we have 

all experienced being in a crowd where there was 
standing room only, and no way to get to the front. In 
this case, however, there were four men present who 
would not be put off by the crowd. They looked up 
at the roof and a decision was made: “This is how we 
can get our friend to Jesus!” They got up onto the roof 
and began working to remove its covering, in order to 
expose the room below.

Acting in Faith
We know very little of these four men, but it is clear 
that they had faith that Christ could heal their sick 
friend. What zealous activity! They did not turn 
away when they saw the house packed with people, 
but looked up. Here was faith with practical activity. 
Their friend suffered from a ‘palsy’ of some sort – a 
paralysis which had so disabled him that he had to 
be carried about in a stretcher. Using ropes, they let 
down the stretcher on which their friend lay through 
the hole they had made in the roof. What a contrast to 
King David! These individuals were acting in faith. We 
then read that Jesus, viewing the spectacle and full of 
compassion, spoke to the sick man and said: “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” (v.5) What a blessing this man 
received from Christ! Not only were his sins forgiven 
but he was also restored in his body. Jesus said to him: 
“Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine 
house.” (v.11)                     

Lesson
We learn from this wonderful event that when four 
people – carers if you like – acted according to their 
faith in Christ, they were granted a great blessing. 
The contrast between the two accounts is stark: the 
stretcher-bearers had a sincere, faith-driven zeal, 
thinking only of the needs of their poor disabled friend, 
whereas David in his weakness succumbed to the lust 
of his flesh, thinking only of himself!

Two roofs, with two very different stories. May we 
follow the example of the faithful four, trusting in the 
blessed Saviour and doing what they could. Let us be 
up and doing!

A VIEW OF TWO ROOFS
TIM NIXON

PRACTICAL RELIGION

“They did not turn 
away when they saw 
the house packed with 
people, but looked up.”
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(The quotations in this piece are taken from a sermon 
entitled ‘Youth Is Like a Flower That Is Cut Down’. The 
sermon is found in The Works of Jonathan Edwards, 
Vol. 22, Sermons and Discourses, 1739-1742. Edited by 
Harry S. Stout & Nathan Hatch, with Kyle P. Farley. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2003, pp.319-38.)

“He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down” (Job 14:2)

In February 1741, in the town of Northampton, 
Massachusetts, a youth named Billy Sheldon 
suddenly fell ill and died. The famous American 

minister Jonathan Edwards preached a funeral sermon 
at a private meeting of the youth, to stir them up to 
faith and repentance. In the course of his address, 
Edwards told them five key things about the young 
man they had known so well.

Concern
First, Sheldon took spiritual matters seriously. Edwards 
said: “He was much concerned for the salvation of 
his soul before he was taken sick.” In other words, he 
didn’t wait until he was ill before seeking salvation. 
Edwards continued: “He was concerned to get ready for 
death and eternity” (though unaware that there was 
but a short step between him and eternity). Edwards 
warned the youth, Don’t wait for death, for death itself 
will not wait.

Health
Second, Sheldon made open profession of faith when he 
was in good health, sitting at the Lord’s table. Sheldon 
had been in their company, and as lively as them, and 
Edwards pressed this home: “He was young as you are. 
He was in like circumstances with many of you.” There 
was nothing to show that he was near death, there was 
no sign that he was so near eternity. They didn’t know; 
no one knew. Edwards’ point was simple: prepare for 
eternity now, while you are in health, because you do 
not know when death will come.

Youth
Third, Sheldon was cut off in his youth, not when he 
was old. Edwards said: “a person in his youth may fitly 
be compared to a flower”. Youth is a time of blossoming: 
the faculties, body, face and appetites of young people 
all have the appearance of vigour and pleasantness. 
Youth is a time of merriment and diversion, of hope 
and promise, of good and prosperity. Yet, like a flower 

cut down, so young people may die. Just as they are 
entering upon the stage of the world, when they 
promise themselves much, when parents and friends 
see a great future ahead, they are cut down. Death puts 
an end to it all.

Warning
Fourth, Sheldon was a warning to others. As Edwards 
said: “God...has taken him away, and...has spared your 
lives.” What is the lesson? It is to prepare for death. By 
such an event, God shows that all must die and that 
we must make the best use of the time we have for 
salvation. “How loud therefore is the call of God to you in 
this providence”. Edwards challenged the young people 
present who had no reason to think that they were 
prepared for death. “And why will you delay? What can 
you do in a Christless, graceless condition...Where will 
you look for comfort? What will you do for your poor 
soul that is going to leave the body?”

Directions
Fifth, Edwards gave the young a number of directions. 
Avoid light and vain conversation. Avoid all profane 
speaking. Make your gathering together spiritually 
profitable, rather than developing a habit of levity and 
vanity. Edwards did not rule out entirely all amusement, 
and neither does the Bible; there is that which may be 
entertaining and profitable without being foolish and 
empty.

Jerusha
Seven years later Edwards repreached this sermon, 
this time for his own daughter Jerusha, another youth 
cut down suddenly. Like Sheldon, she was ready for 
death, having made clear the genuineness of her 
conversion. Edwards used her witness as a model 
for others: she hated vain things but delighted in the 
company of the Lord’s people. Then, in a most poignant 
sentence, Edwards put this point to the young people 
in the congregation: “whether, if you should die in the 
flower of youth, you can think it could reasonably be any 
matter of comfort to your parents (that they could say), 
‘This my departed child was an eminent frolicker, much 
of a gallant, a jolly companion.’” The meaning was 
obvious. Edwards only had comfort in the death of his 
daughter because she had shunned these things, and 
lived to serve and glorify God. The testimony of her life 
gave him assurance of her presence in heaven.

What testimony is your life giving?

YOUTH FOCUS

A FLOWER CUT DOWN
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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Sri Lanka Mission (Rev. James MacInnes)

Over a month of lockdowns has been crippling in 
Sri Lanka, but with the Coronavirus spreading it 
is perhaps understandable that such measures 

are being taken to minimise its transmission. There 
has been one death in the Sri Lankan congregation 
through Covid-19, but many families have had the 
virus. Understandably there is great concern about 
how this will progress.

As a consequence of financial help provided by the 
Church, it has been possible to help some of the poorer 
families in the community, particularly in Mullaitheevu, 
where the 2009 conclusion of the conflict with the Tamil 
Tigers resulted in great suffering. Our mission in Sri 
Lanka wish to express appreciation for congregations 
and individuals who have given generously.

Please pray for Rev. Partheepan and those who 
assist him, asking for strength, encouragement and 
wisdom, together with protection from the virus. 
Pray too for the new families who can be visited and 
the opportunities this gives to present the gospel. A 
further need is for a suitable administrator to relieve 
Parthee of this responsibility.

Abort Abortion Campaign Report (Donald John 
Morrison, Organiser: Abort Abortion Campaign)

The lack of responses from the 800 politicians 
contacted so far has been nothing less than 
pitiful. The blasé and insensitive replies, of the 

few who did respond, only reflect their blind allegiance 
to the abortion industry, and their support for women 
to choose their own pregnancy outcome.

Uncaring Politicians 
All this was echoed in the letter received from Ms 
Bell Ribeiro-Addy, Labour Member of Parliament for 
Streatham: “I am a fierce supporter of a woman’s right 

CHURCH NEWS
to choose and will always defend this....I have always 
campaigned for women’s rights and will continue to 
support any legislation that seeks to uphold these here 
in the UK and across the globe. I will use my role as a 
Member of Parliament to defend women’s legal right 
to healthcare and protect them from any harassment 
they may face for choosing to access it.” 

We did follow up our correspondence, sometimes 
several times over, only to be told the same thing by 
the heartless lawmakers who initially didn’t have 
the courtesy to respond. “Due to the severity of 
the Covid-19 pandemic sweeping the country, I am 
currently only able to deal with correspondents living 
within the boundary of my own constituency.”  A timely 
crisis for inaction!

Supportive Individuals
Although, sadly, they are few in number, we are 
thankful to God for those who are willing to put their 
heads above the parapet and speak out loudly against 
the barbaric and evil practice of abortion. They are 
found in the Northern Ireland Assembly, Welsh 
Assembly and the House of Commons. Those who have 
written, reinforcing their complete support for the 
Abort Abortion Campaign (AAC), include: Ian Paisley 
MP (N.I.), Robin Newton MLA (N.I.), Darren Millar MS 
(Wales), Russell George MS (Wales). Mr George said: “I 
am pleased that there are other Members of the Welsh 
Parliament who are sympathetic to the cause which 
you and I feel strongly about. Other colleagues and I 
look for opportunities to raise this important matter 
on a regular basis.”

Other stalwarts include: Fiona Bruce MP (England), 
Dr Lisa Cameron MP (Scotland) and Carla Lockhart 
MP (N.I.), who are all members of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Pro-Life Group. We also received a 
personal phone call from Mr Paul Givan, before he 
became First Minister of Northern Ireland, giving 
assurance of the DUP’s broad support for the AAC 
and confirming that he and colleagues would lend it 
their full weight, at every given opportunity, on the 
Assembly floor at Stormont.

Contrast in Attitudes
Recent announcements again expose the hypocrisy 
and wickedness that abounds in the corridors of power 
at Holyrood. In July 2021, the Scottish Government 
announced that drug-related deaths in Scotland 
reached record levels for the seventh year in a row, 
with 1,339 people dying in 2020. There was a sudden 
outcry by politicians. Scotland’s First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said the number of lives lost “is unacceptable, 
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from conception, is sacred and precious: “thou hast 
covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise thee; for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made”. All human life is 
created in God’s image and so is intrinsically valuable 
from conception. It is our duty to defend the sanctity 
of human life. The deliberate taking of human life is 
a breach of the sixth commandment: “Thou shalt not 
kill.” (Exod. 20:13) Abortion is murder, and therefore 
the killing of babies in Scotland, England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland must stop immediately. Abortion 
must be aborted.

Convert Apologist in Indonesia Accused of 
Blasphemy 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Muhammad ‘Kece’ Kosman is a convert to 
Christianity (baptised 2014) and former 
Islamic cleric. In July 2020 Kece created a 

YouTube channel through which he offers an intellectual 
critique of Islam. On 21 August one of Indonesia’s most 
senior clerics accused Kece of blasphemy and insisted 
he be arrested lest Muslims “show their anger”. Kece 
was arrested on 25 August and detained in South 
Jakarta. That night, four prisoners, led by Inspector-
General Napoleon (imprisoned for corruption) and 
aided by the prison warden, broke into Kece’s cell and 
beat him mercilessly. Kece filed a complaint, triggering 
an investigation. Napoleon has demonstrated his 
intent to establish himself as a principled defender 
of Islam and patriotic champion of Indonesia. These 
related cases, against Kece and Napoleon, could trigger 
an explosion of Islamic zeal. Please pray.

Quote

“True spiritual joy comes in the way of godly 
sorrow for sin, and of faith in Jesus Christ; it 
disposeth a man to humility and lowliness of 

mind, to hate sin more vehemently, resist temptations 
more steadily, and perform duty more cheerfully.”
John Willison

each one a human tragedy”.  She immediately pledged 
£250m over the next five years to help tackle the crisis.

Also in July 2021, the Scottish Government announced 
that 13,815 innocent unborn babies were brutally killed 
– the state calls it abortion – in murder clinics across 
Scotland. This was the second highest number since 
1968, when record-keeping began. Unbelievably, there 
was not a single murmur from any politician! Scotland’s 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, who it seems is deaf and 
dumb to the silent scream of every single aborted baby, 
said nothing. In her estimation, and that of her likeminded 
political cohorts, the number of lives lost appears to be 
acceptable, and not a human tragedy. She pledged zero 
pounds to abolish abortion. What utter hypocrisy.

The Scottish Parliament
As the Scottish Parliament election was held in May 
2021, it was best felt to make contact with politicians 
at Holyrood sometime afterwards. Our hope is to go 
to Edinburgh in the next few weeks and personally 
present all 129 MSPs at Holyrood with their individual 
packages. Each package contains a booklet, Abortion: 
Open your mouth for the dumb, a DVD film The Silent 
Scream, and four appropriate leaflets outlining why 
abortion must be abolished. Not forgetting that every 
politician has a precious soul to be won for Christ, each 
package will also contain a gospel booklet, It Can’t be 
as Simple as That, along with a gospel tract entitled The 
Message of the Bible, written by Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones.

For the record, every politician previously contacted 
received all these items. Friends, I would plead with 
you to remember our labours for the unborn in 
prayer under the banner of AAC. While our vision to 
abolish abortion looks like a monumental and almost 
impossible task, let us remember one encouraging 
promise: “The things which are impossible with men 
are possible with God.” (Luke 18:27)

The Sanctity of Life
God’s Word reminds us, in Psalm 139:13-16, that life, 

CHURCH NEWS
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AROUND THE CHURCH

BRORA
REV. THOMAS BUCHANAN

The congregation of Brora is situated in the village 
of Brora, east Sutherland, between Golspie and 
Helmsdale. Brora is a coastal village that had a 

population of just under two thousand at the last census. 
It is known for being a community-driven village that 
can become quite busy with visitors during the tourist 
season. There are a number of churches in the village and 
a Fisherman’s Mission Hall. Mr William Murray, an elder 
in the congregation, often remarks that he does not know 
of another village along this east coast of the Highlands 
that has had as much evangelical endeavour over the 
years as Brora. Sadly, there seems to be a large degree of 
apathy toward gospel tidings today.

Congregation
The congregation come mainly from outside the village. 
There being no congregations of our denomination on 
the East coast north of Brora, we also consider Caithness 
to be within our catchment area, and have a number of 
members and visitors who travel from there. There are 
also members and adherents who travel from other 
parts of Sutherland, such as Dornoch and Lairg. After 
being vacant since the retirement of the late Rev. Allan 
Murray in 2013, the congregation became a settled 
charge once again on 4th September 2020, with the 
Induction and Ordination of Rev. Thomas J. Buchanan. 
In recent years the congregation have been thankful for 
the Lord’s provision in being able to purchase a manse. 
The manse and the settlement have been a great source 
of encouragement to the congregation, giving them a 
presence once again in the village. The congregation 

has three serving elders, Mr William Murray, Mr John 
Urquhart and Mr Graham Sinclair.

Services
Our services are held in the Scout Hall, Gower Street, 
Brora. The Sabbath services are at 12.00noon and 
6.30pm. We currently hold a joint midweek prayer 
meeting and Bible study with our neighbouring 
congregations, Assynt & Eddrachillis and Tarbat. Due to 
the logistics and vast geographical distance, the midweek 
services are conducted on Zoom only. Our Sabbath day 
services are not currently live streamed but sermons can 
be listened to via http://www.facebook.com/BroraFCC 
and the Brora FCC SermonAudio page.

Vision
The congregation have an immediate vision for the 
village of Brora. Our prayer is that the people of Brora 
would come in under the sound of the gospel. Our aim 
is to make contact with each home by outreach and 
invitation. We share the sentiment of Rev. Andrew Bonar 
after his translation to Finnieston, when he wrote: “It will 
take all 1857 to know the faces and the ways of the people 
of my district, and till I thus know them I can scarcely 
expect to see many of them come to church.”

Prayer
Pray for the increase of the congregation, spiritually 
and numerically. Pray for an increasing influence in the 
village and beyond. Pray that opportunities of witness 
will open in the surrounding villages of Sutherland, and 
in Caithness. Pray for our covenant children. Pray that 
God would bless our witness and so be glorified in and 
through us.

Children of the congregation. L-R: Hannah Sinclair; 
Lydia, Eliza Ruth, Josiah & Jacob Buchanan

Precentors of the congregation. L-R: 
Alasdair Bauld, Graham Sinclair, Donald Munro
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MISSIONS

VISIT TO MEXICO
REV. JONATHAN MATTULL

The southern border of Texas, dividing the United 
States and Mexico, is dotted by pairings of towns 
on either side of the Rio Grande. One such pairing 

is Laredo and Nuevo Laredo. Nuevo Laredo is in the 
Mexican state of Tamaulipas. If you search for it, you 
will come across several alarming reports. As in other 
border cities, wicked men manipulate circumstances 
for their sinful gain.

Cartels and Poverty
Nuevo Laredo has been the site of bloodshed as rival 
cartels seek to control this city to gain millions through 
human and drug trafficking. The current President of 
Mexico disbanded the police due to collusion with 
the cartel. In its place, the President established the 
National Guard for the policing of Nuevo Laredo and 
similar cities. This is variously assessed. While it 
militarises local and civil oversight, it provides great 
advantages in addressing the overwhelming power of 
the cartels.

The income of families in this part of Mexico is very 
low. Most work long days (10 hours) and often six 
days per week. The average monthly income in 2020 
was $5.91K (pesos), equating to about £213 or $290 
(US dollars) each month. However, for our Christian 
brethren there, the greater grief facing them is the 
lack of faithful teaching, pure worship, sound church-
government and personal godliness. Apart from the 
Roman Catholic Church, most of the congregations are 
Charismatic.

Teaching and Visiting
Late in 2020, Mr Doner Bartolon, a native Mexican, 
and his family joined our St. Louis congregation. We 
arranged for a trip to Nuevo Laredo running from June 
17-21. The group we visited consists of about forty 
individuals. We delivered several addresses and visited 
families to encourage them in the Lord. They spoke of 
the Lord’s work in their lives, areas where they were 
struggling, and asked for guidance from God’s word.

Initially this group was Reformed Baptist. Through 
the Lord’s guidance they eventually embraced purity 
of worship and God’s covenant with believers and 
their children. They put away instruments and are now 
singing from the Spanish translation of the Genevan 
Psalter by Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz from Spain.

Need of Help
The Lord is at work in their lives. They are establishing 
family worship and beginning to catechise their 
children. These practical steps flow from their love 
to the Saviour and King of the church. Throughout all, 
the Bible remains central and fundamental in their 
pursuit of God’s honour. They stand in need of help. 
They desire to avoid independency, but they have no 
Presbytery or elders. However, it is evident that the 
Lord is sustaining them and maturing them as they 
wait upon him.

The US Presbytery will be considering how best to 
help these brethren. It is encouraging to see God at work 
in their lives. It reminds us that his arm is not shortened 
that it cannot save, and that he is able to build up his 
people in the greatest of adversities. We have much to 
learn from our Mexican brethren as regards walking by 
faith and not sight, living amid trials and not comfort. 
Please pray for them. May the Lord add his blessing and 
build up his cause throughout all nations.

L-R: Doner Bartolon, Rev. Jonathan Mattull 
and two couples from the Nuevo Laredo group

The Nuevo Laredo group in their place of worship
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THE KILLING OF DAVID AMESS

Important issues raised

On 15th October, Sir David Amess, a long-serving 
MP, was killed at a constituency surgery in Leigh-
on-Sea, Essex. His murder has raised numerous 

issues, not least the security of Members of Parliament. 
Investigations by the Metropolitan Police led six days 
later to a 25-year-old man from London, Ali Harbi 
Ali, being charged with murder and preparing acts 
of terrorism. Nick Price, from the Crown Prosecution 
Service, stated: “We will submit to the court that this 
murder has a terrorist connection, namely that it had 
both religious and ideological motivations.”

Riding on the back of this murder is the ‘Amess 
amendment’ proposed by Labour MP Mike Kane, a 
Roman Catholic, as was Mr Amess. The amendment 
would give legal entitlement to priests to administer 
the ‘last rites’ to dying Roman Catholics, even at a 
crime scene (the police refused to allow a priest access 
to Mr Amess). We are witnessing an upsurge in Roman 
Catholic sentiment, and attempts to accommodate it.

It must not be forgotten that, of the nine MPs 
murdered since 1812, six were at the hands of Irish 
republican terrorists. Nor can it be overlooked that 
our MPs, including the Prime Minister who spoke so 
eloquently against terrorism following Mr Amess’s 
killing, belong to the very establishment responsible 
for terrorists being put into the heart of devolved 
government in Northern Ireland. A secret scheme set up 
by the Labour government in 1999, during Tony Blair’s 
premiership, assured paramilitaries linked to almost 
300 murders that they would no longer be pursued 
by the police. The result is that murderers, thieves 
and bombers are now involved in the government of 
an entire Province of the UK. Westminster, rightly, is 
appalled at the murder of an MP, yet effectively it is 
reaping a little of what it has sown. We also remember 
that Westminster imposed abortion upon Northern 
Ireland against its wishes.

The general decline in standards, the failure 
of the rule of law and the unpredictable nature of 
governance – where tearing down statues is permitted 
but being unvaccinated is seen as virtually criminal – 
demonstrate the irrationality pervading our society. 
In the 1960s, and especially when the late Roy Jenkins 
was Home Secretary, a programme to alter the morality 
of Britain was set in motion. We now see the fruits of 
his ‘civilised society’ ideology. The murder of anyone 
is evil, and a cause of grief, but our nation needs to 
realise that it is “when the wicked beareth rule,” that 
“the people mourn.” (Prov. 29:2)

MICHAEL NAZIR-ALI’S CONVERSION

Losing the gospel

In recent decades there has been a steady stream of 
clergy defecting from the Church of England to the 
Church of Rome, particularly since 2011. In that year 

Pope Benedict XVI established a ‘personal ordinariate’ 
– a structure within the Roman Church which enables 
Anglicans (including Episcopalians in Scotland and 
Wales) to join the Church and yet hold on to elements of 
their customary form of worship and various traditions. 
Most of the converts have attracted little attention, but 
the latest one is viewed as highly significant.

Dr Michael Nazir-Ali, former Bishop of Rochester 
and frequent speaker and prolific writer on religious 
and moral issues, was received into the Roman Catholic 
Church on 29th September. He has been a strong critic 
of the secularisation of Western culture and served as 
a rallying point for opponents of progressive trends 
within Anglicanism. The conservative constituency 
in Anglicanism is divided on many issues, however, 
and Nazir-Ali appears to think that Rome is a better 
option for maintaining orthodox Christian doctrine 
and morality.

Rome does uphold the basic Bible truths contained 
in the ‘Apostles’ Creed’, and the statements of the early 
ecumenical councils, so Anglican converts can retain 
these beliefs. What they cannot take with them is 
the gospel, as defined by Scripture and the Reformed 
confessions. The Bible says that sinners are “justified 
by faith without the deeds of the law” (Rom. 3:28), and 
the Anglican Thirty-nine Articles state, “that we are 
justified by Faith only is a most wholesome Doctrine”. 
The Canons of the Council of Trent, which the Roman 
Catholic Church convened chiefly to refute Protestant 
teaching, declare: “If any one saith, that by faith alone 
the impious is justified...let him be anathema.” Rome 
teaches salvation by grace and works, and will never 
change that.

As for moral values, Nazir-Ali is surely aware of 
the scandals concerning Roman Catholic clergy and 
institutions, involving homosexuality, paedophilia 
and financial corruption, and the cover-up of this 
behaviour. Presumably these are things which, in his 
eyes, will have to be tolerated for the greater good. But 
there is a lot more he will have to swallow if he is to get 
on in his new home. He must submit to reordination, 
and he must approve doctrines and practices which 
the Articles of his previous Church rightly repudiate, 
such as papal authority, the worship of images, praying 
to saints, the sacrifice of the Mass and purgatory.

If the gospel is lost, all is lost – even one’s own soul.

COMMENT
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(Taken from M'Crie's 'The Story of the Scottish Church'.)

The first person who was honoured to carry the 
tidings of the Reformation to Scotland, and to 
seal them with his blood, was Patrick Hamilton 

(b.1504). This amiable and accomplished young 
gentleman was of noble extraction, and nearly allied to 
the royal family, being nephew of the Earl of Arran and of 
the Duke of Albany. He was destined for the Church, but 
while pursuing his studies he acquired some knowledge 
of the reformed doctrine, and with the view of obtaining 
better information he went abroad and paid a visit to 
Luther and other reformers in Germany. The result 
was, a deeper persuasion of the truth, accompanied 
with a strong and unconquerable desire to impart to 
his benighted countrymen the beams of that saving 
knowledge by which his own soul had been enlightened. 
His friends, aware of the danger to which he would 
expose himself by so doing, used every argument to 
dissuade him from making the attempt. But the motion 
was from God, and could not be resisted.

Denouncing Corruption
On arriving in Scotland about the commencement 
of the year 1528, his spirit, like that of Paul, was 
stirred within him, when he beheld the ignorance and 
superstition which prevailed; and wherever he came 
he denounced, in the plainest terms, the corruptions of 
the Church. His clear arguments, aided by his fervent 
piety, mild manners, and exalted rank, could not fail to 
produce a powerful sensation, and the clergy took the 
alarm. James Beaton, archbishop of St Andrews, was at 
that time primate of the church and chancellor of the 
kingdom – a cruel and crafty man, who scrupled at no 
means, however villainous, for effecting his purposes. 
Afraid to proceed openly against Hamilton, he advised 
that he should be decoyed to St Andrews, on the pretext 
of a friendly conference with him about his doctrine. 
The open-hearted young man eagerly embraced the 
proposal, and fell into the snare.

Condemned as a Heretic
It is needless to dwell on the revolting consequences. He 
was easily induced, by some insidious priests, to declare 
his sentiments. At the dead hour of night he was dragged 
from his bed, taken to the castle, and after confessing 
his faith before the archbishop, was condemned to 
be burned at the stake as an obstinate heretic. On the 
afternoon of Friday, February 28, 1528, this gentle and 

gracious youth was led to the place of execution, where a 
stake was fastened, with wood, coals, powder, and other 
inflammable materials piled around it. When he came 
to the place, he stripped himself of his gown, coat, and 
bonnet, and giving them to a favourite servant, “These”, 
he said, “will not profit in the fire; they will profit thee. 
After this, of me thou canst receive no commodity, 
except the example of my death, which I pray thee to 
bear in mind; for albeit it be bitter to the flesh, yet is it 
the entrance into eternal life, which none shall possess 
that deny Christ before this wicked generation.”

Fearless in the Fire
When bound to the stake he exhibited no symptom of 
fear, but commended his soul to God, and kept his eyes 
steadfastly directed towards heaven. The executioner set 
fire to the train of powder, which however did not kindle 
the pile, but severely scorched the side of the martyr. In 
this situation he remained unmoved, till a new supply 
of powder was brought from the castle. Meanwhile, 
the friars who stood around him cruelly molested him, 
crying out, “Convert, heretic; call upon our Lady; say, 
Salve regina.” “Depart, and trouble me not”, he said, “ye 
messengers of Satan.” One of them in particular, called 
Friar Campbell, rendered himself conspicuous for his 
rudeness in disturbing the last moments of the martyr. 
“Thou wicked man”, said Hamilton addressing him, 
“thou knowest that I am not an heretic, and that it is the 
truth of God for which I now suffer – so much didst thou 
confess unto me in private – and thereupon I appeal thee 
to answer before the judgment seat of Christ.” At length 
the fire was kindled, and, amidst the noise and fury of 
the flames, he was distinctly heard pronouncing these 
last words: “How long, O Lord, shall darkness cover this 
realm? How long wilt thou suffer this tyranny of men? 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

Spiritual Awakening
The martyrdom of this engaging and accomplished 
youth produced a sensation very different from what 
his murderers anticipated. They expected by this bold 
stroke, aimed at a person of such high rank, to intimidate 
all others, and suppress the rising Reformation. The 
effect was precisely the reverse. It roused the minds 
of men from the dead sleep into which they had fallen 
– led them to inquire into the causes of his death – 
created discussion – and ultimately, what Hamilton 
had failed to do by his living voice was accomplished 
by his cruel death.

CHURCH HISTORY

THE DEATH OF PATRICK HAMILTON
THOMAS M’CRIE
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The Christian: An Elegy in Three Parts
Rev. John MacDonald, D.D., of Ferintosh. 
Translated into English by Rev. John Macleod, 
D.D. The booklet is available freely to anyone 
who sends a postage stamp of 85p to: Mr Norman 
MacLeod, Chairman, London Gaelic Services, 
Crown Court Church of Scotland, Russell Street, 
London WC2B 5EZ.

This is an old Gaelic classic reproduced in a 45-
page booklet by the Gaelic Society of London, 
courtesy of Swordale-born Norman Macleod. 

It is an extended three-part poem. In the English 
translation, which runs alongside the Gaelic version, 
the first narrative is entitled ‘The Christian on his Way 
to Jordan’, the second, ‘The Christian on the Banks of 
Jordan’, and the third, ‘The Christian Across Jordan’.

It is a remarkable poem, somewhat reminiscent 
of Pilgrim’s journey in Bunyan’s famous work. John 
MacDonald (1779-1849), known as the ‘Apostle of 
the North’, was evidently inspired in this matter by 
the godly lifestyle which he had witnessed in his own 
father. The mature Christian will readily appreciate the 
theme of this poem and will be easily carried along by 
its pious contours.

Equally remarkable is the 
skill by which John Macleod 
(1872-1948), Principal of 
the Free Church College in 
Edinburgh, translated the piece 
whilst maintaining incredible 
faithfulness to its Gaelic lyrics. 
Due to differences in Gaelic 
and English expression, Mr 
Macleod felt compelled to 
exegete a word or phrase in 
some places. For example, for 
the benefit of Gaelic readers, a 
verse in the first narrative reads:

Bha’n ola chaomh ud drùthadh air
Mar dhrùchd, o là go là;
’S gu minic, tomhas dùbailt dhi,
’N tra bhiodh na gluinean sàs.
Whereas the English version is slightly modified in 

the last line:
Day by day this precious unction
as the dew from heaven came,
And full often double measure
when he called upon the Name.
This is a beautiful piece of bàrdachd (poetry) that 

will warm the heart of the intended audience.
Rev. Iain Smith

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. David M. Blunt, 
17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist HS6 5DT)

The Adoption of Sons: Its 
Nature, Spirit, Privileges, 
and Effects
Thomas Houston, Ettrick 
Press, pbk, 212pp, £8.50

Thomas Houston (1803-
82) ministered in the 
Reformed Presbyterian 

congregation in Knockbracken, 
south of Belfast, for over 
fifty years, and served as a 
professor in the RP Theological 
Hall for nearly thirty. This new edition of his treatment 
of adoption contains a biographical sketch and a 
theological introduction. Houston had the objective 
of making the truth of adoption accessible to every 
Christian.

There are fourteen chapters, beginning with ‘The 
family of God’, followed by ‘The origin and nature 
of sonship’. The next three chapters describe the 
believer’s relation to the Father, to Christ and to the 
Holy Spirit. In this family there are fellowship and 
privileges. Houston says that its government is both 
internal and external, and the instruments of the 
Mediator’s rule are the Word, the cross and Christ’s 
example.

A gnawing question for some is assurance, 
which is addressed in Chapter 11. As Houston says, 
notwithstanding the Father’s love towards his children, 
and the innumerable benefits he confers upon them, 
they are at times in trouble and perplexity of spirit. 
Houston is frank in explaining the causes of our 
darkness, and with pastoral instinct presents duties to 
be followed. 

The entire discourse reaches its height in Chapter 
13, ‘The Father’s house’. The section headings alone 
make us want to read, admire and hope: ‘A glorious 
place is prepared for the sons of God’; ‘All the sons 
of God will be gathered there’; ‘The sons of God will 
dwell there in delight’. The work concludes with 
‘Practical uses of the adoption of sons’. Houston 
writes: “Transcending all other happiness which the 
Saints have in heaven is the enjoyment of God himself 
as their portion forever!”

Here is adoption presented in a most exhilarating 
manner, making us not only delight in it, but desire its 
fulness in heaven. Highly recommended. 
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

BOOK 
REVIEWS



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
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Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
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Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery
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Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls
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Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
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Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
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(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Sept 2020
£
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22,568
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0
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9,734
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9,900
1,803
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17,500
14,200
3,000
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11,766
22,331
68,531

148,846

15,844
5,433

20,807
18,665
18,445
79,193

985

459,685

27,818
0

487,503

72,581
414,921
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£
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1,500
2,000
1,450
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7,760

0
700

0
0
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1,100
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1,600
2,000
1,400

200
0
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1,050
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2,000
500

2,000
1,500
1,600
7,600

0
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2,377
0
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0
42,709

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
November       December  January
7    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, Kilmorack & Strathglass     9    St Louis
14  Aberdeen, Tarbat         23  Atlanta
21  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston     
28  Kiltearn 

(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said 
unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and 
his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not 
bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 14:25-27

The Scout Hall, Gower Street, Brora, where the Brora congregation meets for worship


