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The devil appears to have great power at 
the moment. One of his names is Satan, or 
‘adversary’, and he is mounting a forceful attack 

upon Christ’s little flock. The Lord Jesus referred to 
the devil as a “murderer” and a “liar” (John 8:44), and 
he is living up to these descriptions, deceiving and 
destroying countless souls in our day. So widespread 
is his influence upon fallen mankind that he is spoken 
of as “the prince of this world” (John 14:30) and “the 
god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4).

The devil is a foe to be reckoned with. As the spiritual 
darkness increases in our country and elsewhere, 
believers may be tempted to think that the church is 
in danger of being deprived of her strength, and even 
defeated. We must never give place to such thoughts, 
or to any teaching which encourages them. As the 
Mediator, Jesus Christ is “the head over all things to 
the church” (Eph. 1:22); she is safe and secure in Him, 
and He is with her always, even to the end of the world 
(Matt. 28:20).

The church is nothing apart from Christ; without 
Him, she would have no existence at all. In difficult 
times for God’s people, it is a good thing to consider 
the salvation which belongs to the church, the blessing 
she presently enjoys, and her final triumph – all in and 
through Jesus Christ her Lord.

Eternal Redemption
Man’s plight is very evident, not least from our own 
experience. Sin has separated us from God and made 
us captive to the devil. Scripture tells us that God 
eternally elected a people in Jesus Christ, and gave 
them to Him as their Redeemer, and the ransom for 
their sins. Together they are His church – the bride 
He dearly loves and desires to be with Him in heaven, 
and for whom He came into this world to live and to 
die (Eph. 5:25). Being the eternal Son of God, Christ 
became man, entering into a low condition in which 
He kept God’s law, endured the opposition of a wicked 
world, and faced Satan’s temptations. In Gethsemane, 
Christ encountered the powers of darkness, and at 
Calvary, He bore the full weight of God’s wrath against 
sin and shed His precious blood.

We must always remember that the devil is 
subordinate to God, and to our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
cross shows us that while the devil is a rival to the 
Redeemer, he is not a serious rival. Satan was able to 

strike Christ’s heel, but by His sufferings Christ crushed 
Satan’s head (Gen. 3:15), dealing him a fatal blow. 
He did this by satisfying God’s justice for His people, 
thereby vanquishing death and disarming our great 
adversary. “O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will 
be thy destruction.” (Hos. 13:14) By His resurrection 
Christ entered into His glory (Luke 24:26), and His 
empty tomb declares the devil’s defeat.

Captives Delivered
Looking at the state of our nation today, can anyone 
doubt that the devil is having a great influence? 
There has been a steep moral and spiritual decline, 
which is only accelerating. There is not only the 
abuse of drink and drugs, and addiction to gambling 
and pornography; there are also things which are 
unnatural as well as harmful, including abortion, 
homosexuality and transgenderism, and these have 
become ‘rights’, safeguarded by the law and promoted 
within society. And there is not only the decrease in 
church attendance and Christian belief: there is the 
increase of false religions and semi-religious practices 
such as yoga and meditation. The wicked one will 
encourage anything and everything which God forbids.

As sinners, we need to be delivered from Satan’s 
grip, and only Christ can do this for us. God has said to 
the Lord Jesus, “rule thou in the midst of thine enemies” 
(Ps. 110:2). Through the gospel and by His Spirit, Christ 
opens the hearts of His people, blessing them with the 
benefits He won for them on the cross. He sets them 
free from Satan and brings them to Himself. They are 
united to Him by faith, and He rules them graciously 
by His word. He defends them from the devil and every 
other foe, enabling them to overcome them all finally. 
The church, confident of victory, says, “the Lord is our 
king; he will save us.” (Isa. 33:22)

Saints Enriched
Many seek to fill their lives with worldly pleasures, 
hoping to find contentment in them. One of the few 
welcome effects of the Covid-19 pandemic is that it has 
inhibited such vanities as professional sports, public 
entertainments, partying and dancing. It should be our 
prayer that people who are now largely deprived of 
these enjoyments, being shut up in their homes, would 
come to see the futility of a life which depends upon 
such things for its fulfilment. The Christians in Corinth, 
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who in their unconverted state had been devoted to the 
world, were drawn from it to what alone can satisfy 
the soul: Jesus Christ and His saving grace. By Him they 
were enriched in everything (1 Cor. 1:4,5).

Forty days after His resurrection, Christ fulfilled 
what was foretold of Him in Psalm 68:18: “Thou hast 
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: 
thou hast received gifts for men”. Having spoiled 
principalities and powers, the Saviour now loads His 
people with spiritual riches. In his Institutes, John 
Calvin wrote that faith “perceives that the Lord, by 
his ascension to heaven, has opened up the access 
to the heavenly kingdom, which Adam had shut. For 
having entered it in our flesh, as it were in our name, 
it follows, as the Apostle says, that we are in a manner 
now seated in heavenly places, not entertaining a mere 
hope of heaven, but possessing it in our head.” (Eph. 
2:6) This eternal wealth belongs to all believers, and 
nothing can prevent them from entering the promised 
land. Do you seek the things which are above?

Gospel Growth
An alarming aspect of our modern culture is the 
replacing of the Word of God by another authority. 
There is a new morality which demands that we 
change our way of thinking, putting aside truth and 
righteousness in favour of ‘equality’ and ‘diversity’. We 
are told that we must no longer have a negative opinion 
of behaviour the Bible condemns as sinful, but respect 
it, and even celebrate it. Anyone who does not conform 
to this new code will likely find himself ‘cancelled’ – 
silenced by being denied a platform on which to state 
his views. Self-appointed ‘fact-checkers’ will tell us 
that there is no evidence to support his beliefs – as if 
we are incapable of thinking for ourselves!

In this hostile atmosphere, it is easy for us as 
believers to feel intimidated, and to begin to wonder 
whether the situation can ever change. Let us never 
forget that the church possesses the most formidable 
weapon the world has ever seen! The gospel is 
“the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 

1:16) And it is such a power because it is the gospel of 
Christ. Our Saviour is now seated at God’s right hand, 
and as Calvin further says, the Father has conferred this 
honour upon our Lord, “that he may possess all power 
in heaven and earth, until he have utterly routed all his 
foes, who are also ours, and completed the structure 
of his Church.” Having this invincible dominion, Christ 
builds His church; she conquers more and more, for 
the very “gates of hell” are not able to withstand her 
(Matt. 16:18)!

Future Glory
What is the prospect for our world? Most people believe 
that by man’s efforts things will continue to improve 
– although perhaps the Coronavirus has given some 
of them a jolt. Christians view things very differently. 
For us, Christ is at the centre. Paul says: “But now we 
see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus...
crowned with glory and honour” (Heb. 2:8,9). Natural 
sight reveals man’s continuing rebellion against God, 
yet with the eye of faith we perceive that Christ reigns 
supreme, even now: “the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he 
is the governor among the nations.” (Ps. 22:28). God’s 
hand is always at work, directing everything for the 
good of His church, even during pandemics and other 
troubles.

No man who knows Jesus Christ to be the “King of 
kings” (Rev. 19:16) and “heir of all things” (Heb. 1:2) 
ought to be pessimistic regarding the outcome of the 
world’s history! From the Bible, we believe that through 
the preaching of the gospel and by the working of God’s 
grace, the grain of mustard seed of which Christ spoke 
will eventually become a tree (Matt. 13:31,32), and the 
kingdoms of this world will become “the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15). We should not 
be complacent in our optimism, however. The church 
must be militant before it is triumphant, and every 
believer needs to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 
6:12).

The church triumphs with her Lord. “His name shall 
endure for ever...all nations shall call him blessed.” (Ps. 
72:17) This being God’s promise, we pray and look for 
its fulfilment: “let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory; Amen, and Amen.” (v.19) As we do so, we may 
be sure, as Calvin says finally, that Christ will continue 
to make use of the power granted to Him by the Father 
to bless His church, “until he arrive to complete the last 
act by judging the quick and the dead.” Christ will set 
His people on His right hand, publicly acknowledge and 
acquit them, and take them into everlasting life. The 
church’s triumph will be complete – and glorious!
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For us, Christ is at the 
centre.”
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(Moule [1841-1920] was an evangelical Anglican 
theologian and writer. This piece is taken from his work 
‘Jesus and the Resurrection’ and has been lightly edited.)

“Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall 
this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.” (John 
21:21,22)

If I will. Let us close by an act of solemn attention 
to these words. Some time ago we observed how 
markedly, all through this chapter, Jesus speaks 

of and from Himself: Lovest thou Me?: Feed My flock: 
Follow Me: Till I come: If I will. Who is this who, if He 
speaks not blasphemy, speaks in His own right with 
the voice of God?

Christ’s Will
If I will. “My will is to rule your future, Peter, and John’s 
future too.” Those precious lives, those regenerated 
and inspired apostolic souls, were to accept the 
predestination of their time and their labour from the 
mere will of Jesus. There is no fear lest that will and His 
Father’s should differ, should collide; yet none the less 
is His will His will. And that will disposes absolutely 
of Peter and of John. They love, adore, and follow. It 
ordains.

He wills that the one, the man of strong act and 
word, the eager, the impetuous, but now wonderfully 
chastened, should spend for Him many years of heavy 
labour and much suffering, and then die for Him, in a 
death of extreme agony.

He wills that the other, the man of deep and silent 
spiritual life and thought, the character which we might 
perhaps have deemed to be “not long for this world”, as 
the phrase is, should live on and on, working, suffering, 
thinking, writing, till every one of his comrades had 
fallen asleep, and should then die the death of all men.

Hidden Details
The destiny of John may remind us how deeply hidden 
are the details of the Lord’s plans for His servants; 
how impossible it is for us to forecast their future by 
temperament or circumstance. We know a friend born 
and made as if for vigorous and sustained action. We 
know another of almost unearthly walk with God. But 
we know not which will be taken, and which left; or 

whether both will go early, or both very late. We have 
no hint whatever of the principles on which in these 
matters the Master acts. Certainly He is not capricious; 
but certainly also He has no such need of our character 
or labours as to allow the most laborious or the most 
successful Christian to say, “He cannot spare me yet.”

But the great thing is to know, as we do know, that 
all shall be as “I Will.” There is a Will, there is a Person, 
above and beneath all our lives and works; and that Will, 
that Person, is Jesus our Lord. He and not fate, He and 
not chance, He and not the processes of an impersonal 
universe, at this hour rules and ordains our path of 
service, present and future; yes, and the path too of 
those we love, and about whom we sometimes ask more 
wistfully than about ourselves, Lord, and what shall this 
man do? Let us calmly and most thankfully recollect it.

Yielding to Christ’s Will
Bewildered souls try too often to find rest in absolute 
abject deference to the will of a poor, fallen, erring man. 
It is the distortion into woeful error of a glorious and 
most healthful truth. It is true rest to yield ourselves and 
our dear ones in entire simplicity, without a struggle or 
reserve, to the living will of the Lord Jesus Christ; for 
that will is omniscient, and all-wise, and all-holy, and 
(let us dare to believe it now and every hour) it is a will 
of such love that it does not for a minute forget, in the 
light of the glory of God, the true interests and true joy 
of the feeblest and most halting of the disciples.

Then let us, not so much think about Him as go 
direct to Him, to learn the secret which made Peter and 
John quite happy in their several paths; happy to work 
together, happy to work asunder. Their secret was, “It 
is the Lord; Thou hast loved me; Thou knowest that I 
love Thee.”

Finishing their Course
So the one lived on till he had written, “be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13).

So the other lived on, utterly alone at length in a 
new generation, a new world, but happy and sanctified 
to the end in the eternal truth, and able to write this 
about it: “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)

DEVOTIONAL

PETER AND JOHN
HANDLEY C.G. MOULE
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(John Murray [1898-1975] was born in Sutherland. His 
preparation for the ministry involved studies at Princeton 
Theological Seminary in New Jersey, USA, but the struggle 
there between biblical Christianity and liberalism 
resulted in him following J. Gresham Machen and others 
to the newly-founded Westminster Theological Seminary 
in Philadelphia, where from 1930 until his retirement in 
1966 he taught systematic theology. This item is reprinted 
from the Reformed Herald of February 1961 and has 
been lightly edited. It represents the historic, scriptural 
position on pictorial representations of Christ – a position 
which needs to be reasserted in a day when it is becoming 
more and more common to see such representations in 
Evangelical and Reformed publications.)

The question of the propriety of pictorial 
representations of the Saviour is one that merits 
examination. It must be granted that the worship 

of Christ is central in our holy faith, and the thought 
of the Saviour must in every instance be accompanied 
with that reverence which belongs to his worship. We 
cannot think of him without the apprehension of the 
majesty that is his. If we do not entertain the sense 
of his majesty, then we are guilty of impiety and we 
dishonour him. 

It will also be granted that the only purpose that 
could properly be served by a pictorial representation 
is that it would convey to us some thought or lesson 
representing him, consonant with truth and promotive 
of worship. Hence the question is inescapable: is a 
pictorial representation a legitimate way of conveying 
truth regarding him and of contributing to the worship 
which this truth should evoke?

The Influence of Pictures
We are all aware of the influence exerted on the mind 
and heart by pictures. Pictures are powerful media 
of communication. How suggestive they are for good 
or for evil, and all the more so when accompanied 
by the comment of the spoken or written word! It is 
futile, therefore, to deny the influence exerted upon 
mind and heart by a picture of Christ. And if such 
is legitimate, the influence exerted should be one 
constraining to worship and adoration. To claim any 
lower aim as that served by a picture of the Saviour 
would be contradiction of the place which he must 
occupy in thought, affection, and honour.

The plea for the propriety of pictures of Christ is 
based on the fact that he was truly man, that he had a 
human body, that he was visible in his human nature to 
the physical senses, and that a picture assists us to take 
in the stupendous reality of his incarnation; in a word, 
that he was made in the likeness of men and was found 
in fashion as a man (Phil. 2:7,8)

Our Lord had a true body. He could have been 
photographed. A portrait could have been made of him 
and, if a good portrait, it would have reproduced his 
likeness.

The Disciples
Without doubt the disciples in the days of his flesh had 
a vivid mental image of Jesus’ appearance and they 
could not but have retained that recollection to the 
end of their days. They could never have entertained 
the thought of him as he had sojourned with them 
without something of that mental image and they 
could not have entertained it without adoration and 
worship. The very features which they remembered 
would have been part and parcel of their conception 
of him and reminiscent of what he had been to them 
in his humiliation and in the glory of his resurrection 
appearance. Much more might be said regarding the 
significance for the disciples of Jesus’ physical features.

Jesus is also glorified in the body and that body is 
visible. It will also become visible to us at his glorious 
appearing: “unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 
(Heb. 9:28)

A Lack of Data
What then are we to say of pictures of Christ? First of 
all, it must be said that we have no data whatsoever on 
the basis of which to make a pictorial representation; 
we have no descriptions of his physical features which 
would enable even the most accomplished artist to 
make an approximate portrait. In view of the profound 
influence exerted by a picture, especially on the minds 
of young people, we should perceive the peril involved 
in a portrayal for which there is no warrant, a portrayal 
which is the creation of pure imagination. It may help 
to point up the folly to ask: what would be the reaction 
of a disciple, who had actually seen the Lord in the days 
of his flesh, to a portrait which would be the work of 
imagination on the part of one who had never seen the 

DOCTRINE

PICTURES OF CHRIST
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rendered all the more apparent when we bear in mind 
that the only reason why a picture of him should be 
exhibited in a place is the supposition that it contributes 
to the worship of him who is our Lord. The practice 
only demonstrates how insensitive we readily become 
to the commandments of God and to the inroads of 
idolatry. May the Churches of Christ be awake to the 
deceptive expedients by which the arch-enemy ever 
seeks to corrupt the worship of the Saviour.

Christ’s Unique Place
In summary, what is at stake in this question is the 
unique place which Jesus Christ as the God-man 
occupies in our faith and worship and the unique place 
which the Scripture occupies as the only revelation, 
the only medium of communication, respecting him 
whom we worship as Lord and Saviour. The incarnate 
Word and the written Word are correlative. We dare 
not use other media of impression or of sentiment but 
those of his institution and prescription. Every thought 
and impression of him should evoke worship. We 
worship him with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God. To use a likeness of Christ as an aid to worship is 
forbidden by the second commandment as much in his 
case as in that of the Father and Spirit.

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” 
(Exodus 20:4-6)

Q. 109. What are the sins forbidden in the second 
commandment?

A. The sins forbidden in the second commandment 
are...the making any representation of God, of all or of 
any of the three persons, either inwardly in our mind, 
or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any 
creature whatsoever; all worshipping of it, or God in 
it or by it.... 
(Westminster Larger Catechism)

“It is not lawful to have pictures of Jesus Christ, 
because his divine nature cannot be pictured at all, 
and because his body, as it is now glorified, cannot be 
pictured as it is; and because, if it do not stir up devotion, 
it is in vain; if it do stir up devotion, it is a worshipping 
by an image or picture, and so a palpable breach of the 
second commandment.” – Thomas Vincent

Saviour? We can readily detect what his recoil would 
be.

No impression we have of Jesus should be created 
without the proper revelatory data, and every 
impression, every thought, should evoke worship. 
Hence, since we possess no revelatory data for a 
picture or portrait in the proper sense of the term, we 
are precluded from making one or using any that have 
been made.

Will Worship
Secondly, pictures of Christ are in principle a violation of 
the second commandment. A picture of Christ, if it serves 
any useful purpose, must evoke some thought or feeling 
respecting him and, in view of what he is, this thought or 
feeling will be worshipful. We cannot avoid making the 
picture a medium of worship. But since the materials 
for this medium of worship are not derived from the 
only revelation we possess respecting Jesus, namely 
Scripture, the worship is constrained by a creation of the 
human mind that has no revelatory warrant. This is will 
worship. For the principle of the second commandment 
is that we are to worship God only in ways prescribed 
and authorised by him. It is a grievous sin to have 
worship constrained by a human figment, and that is 
what a picture of the Saviour involves.

Inroad of Idolatry
Thirdly, the second commandment forbids bowing 
down to an image or likeness of anything in heaven 
above, or in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. A picture of the Saviour purports to 
be a representation or likeness of him who is now in 
heaven or, at least, of him when he sojourned upon the 
earth. It is plainly forbidden, therefore, to bow down 
in worship before such a representation or likeness. 
This exposes the iniquity involved in the practice of 
exhibiting pictorial representations of the Saviour in 
places of worship. When we worship before a picture 
of our Lord, whether it be in the form of a mural, or 
on canvas, or in stained glass, we are doing what 
the second commandment expressly forbids. This is 
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“It is plainly 
forbidden, therefore, 
to bow down in 
worship before such 
a representation or 
likeness.”
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The forced closure of churches in many parts 
of the world has instigated much discussion 
across the denominational front. Christians 

have been compelled to think of ‘church’ from angles 
unimaginable only a year ago. Are governments right 
to exalt social and medical issues, however serious, 
above the purpose of God’s church on earth? Are 
Christian people justified in submitting to government 
policy on matters such as this? Is compliance with the 
closure restrictions a matter of individual conscience? 
Should the church comply regardless, or is this a case 
of obeying God rather than men (Acts 5:29)?

Unprecedented Times
These, and many other questions, are exercising 
God’s people throughout the western world. We have 
never been here before. It is without precedent that 
the Christian Church should be compelled to close 
its doors for weeks or months on end on pain of legal 
penalty. Further, the present Covid-19 pandemic is 
by no means the worst devastation to come upon 
humanity. Leaving aside judgements and plagues 
in biblical times, Covid-19 has, hitherto, been in the 
minor league when compared to, say, the ‘Black Death’, 
which killed an estimated 50 million in the fourteenth 
century. And, plagues aside, the ruling government of 
the day never attempted to close churches in cities like 
London and Glasgow during the devastating bombing 
by Nazi Germany, when the loss of life was on a huge 
scale.

Meanwhile, we shall attempt to shed some biblical 
light on the prevailing situation. Even if this second 
closure of churches in Scotland should end quickly, 
who knows when the next one may be announced? So, 
let us consider what Scripture teaches on the subject 
of the church and public worship.

Church Buildings
We have often heard that the church is not so much a 
building as the actual people of God gathered in the 
fellowship of the Gospel. That is of course true. In both 
biblical languages, Hebrew and Greek, the terms used 
for church have a specific meaning. In the Old Testament, 
the term is translated as an assembly or gathering. It 
carries the idea of people called aside from their fellow 
citizens, but, in biblical usage, it was people called 
aside for the purpose of worship. Similarly, in the New 

Testament, the church (or ecclesia) refers consistently 
to the people of God gathered together for worship.

This assembly or ecclesia could, of course, meet for 
worship in the open air, if no building was available. The 
tabernacle and the temple had a very specific function, 
but then local houses of worship were built, which 
gained the name ‘synagogues’, and provided a bridge 
into the Gentile world during the New Testament era. 
Subsequently, the first buildings for Christian worship 
were erected.

These church buildings were typically considered 
‘sacred’. It has been common practice to ‘dedicate’ 
church buildings for divine use, in the sense of them 
being set apart for the purpose of God’s worship, and 
the ‘house of God’ mentality towards church buildings 
remains to this day. Churches are recognised as 
religious buildings where people go to worship and to 
have fellowship.

Public Worship
The predominant purpose of a church building is 
God’s worship. It is designed for that function, with 
a ‘sanctuary’ consisting – in our culture at least – of 
a pulpit and pews. Since early New Testament times, 
Christians have met in designated buildings on the 
Lord’s Day. However, it is important to understand that 
these meetings were, and continue to be, a ‘coming 
together’ of likeminded people who are, in effect, 
God’s family gathering together in the presence of 
their heavenly Father. They do not take their place on 
the pews as people would take their place in a doctor’s 
surgery or in a cinema. They are brothers and sisters 
sitting together in the intimacy of a spiritual family 
gathering. They are as united to each other by the Holy 
Spirit as they are to their God in Jesus Christ.

So, on entering God’s house on the Sabbath, 
they immediately feel the warm familiarity of their 
surroundings. They rejoice at seeing the faces of 
fellow-believers and they wait together upon their 
Lord with expectation, to be fed from His Word. There 
is unison as the family turn the pages of their bibles 
to the appropriate text for the day, or lift their voices 
in common adoration and praise. On the occasion of 
a communion season, the intimacy of God’s family 
is enhanced by sitting together at the Lord’s Table, 
sharing the elements of the Lord’s Supper, and passing 
these around the ‘table’. To complete the picture, the 

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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family come together with the expectation of a special 
divine blessing due to the promise of their Saviour: 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:20) 
When all these components come together in the 
Father’s house, they make church worship utterly 
unique among the Christian’s activities in life.

Zoom Meetings
Early in 2020, and again as we move into 2021, the 
Christian Church in Scotland has been compelled to 
shut its doors due to Covid-19 (with the exception of 
the Western Isles, Orkney, Shetland and some other 
islands during the second lockdown). From the first 
lockdown most congregations were blessed with the 
use of technologies such as YouTube and Zoom. Many 
have heard the Gospel through these outlets, and we 
are thankful for those blessings. Many congregations 
continue to use Zoom, particularly for their weekly 
prayer meetings. It also has to be said that Zoom and 
YouTube are a real blessing for the elderly and the 
housebound.

However, we should not be misled by these benefits. 
Zoom is not church! What has been a blessing can 
also become a snare to Christian people, in terms of 
their spiritual attitudes, practices and well-being. All 
our Christian lives we considered the weekly prayer 
meeting as one of the highlights of our week. We looked 
forward to being under the teaching and enjoying the 
fellowship which we associate with such meetings. 
So, on Prayer Meeting evening, we would ‘dress up’ 
and join our brothers and sisters in the quietness of 
the Father’s house. The formality of it all was part and 
parcel of the experience.

Formality Lost
Zoom has changed all that, introducing an informality 
that can be spiritually unhealthy. How many Christians 
can say they still maintain the ‘preparation’ and 
‘attitude’ of the traditional Prayer Meeting night? The 
helpful formality has gone. The prayer meeting has 
become a sanctified version of watching the television 
– a time for getting cosy and comfy. During Sabbath 
services and on Prayer Meeting nights, the praise of 
Zoom worshippers has become something of a lonely 
voice echoing in our lounges. Hearing others singing on 
screen, led by an anonymous precentor, is no substitute 
for the unified melody of a congregation following the 
lead of a brother in Christ who is familiar to us.

There is the danger of a casual approach to 
worship developing. The alluring temptation is there 
to dispense with any formality at all during our time 
of online worship on the Sabbath. Whilst we are 
worshipping online, we are compelled into a make-

believe scenario, where we must try as best we can to 
imagine that we are part of a congregation: it is quite 
another thing to choose Zoom instead of being present 
with the brethren. Christians are obliged to fulfil their 
obligation not to forsake assembling together with the 
saints in the sanctified atmosphere of the Father’s 
house (Heb. 10:25).

Relationship Lacking
A further threat to the local congregation from 
Zoom is the vast array of choice presented to online 
audiences. By clicking the ‘search’ button, a person 
can be transported into the sphere of any preacher 
of his or her choice in the English-speaking world. 
On SermonAudio, there are over 36,000 speakers and 
almost two million sermons ready and waiting. There 
are also many other online platforms offering excellent 
material to choose from. We should be thankful for 
this: it is a real case of God utilising technology to 
further His cause.

But we should remember and appreciate that none of 
these sermons was prepared with you in mind. There is 
a unique relationship between the pulpit and the pew in 
the congregations of the Church. Preachers are pastors. 
Sermons prepared for one’s own congregation have 
been crafted through a pastoral knowledge of members, 
adherents, and their families. The preacher you choose 
to listen to online has not shed any tears over your soul, 
or over your family, or over your trials and tribulations. 
Online ‘pastors’ know nothing of your joys and sorrows, 
fears and temptations. They have not seen the lines in 
your face and the pain in your eyes over personal and 
domestic issues, whereas your own pastor bears all 
these things to the throne of grace on your behalf, and 
embeds them in his sermon preparations. Furthermore, 
what you may neglect to share with your pastor, God 
will oftentimes reveal to him.

Christ’s Example
Many of these aspects of congregational life have come 
under threat with the arrival of online platforms such 
as Zoom and YouTube. Politicians and sociologists 
speak of our ‘new normal’. However, the Lord’s people 
must not allow Zoom and YouTube to become their 
‘new normal’. Once again, Zoom and YouTube are not 
church. Make use of them only when you have no other 
choice. We should persist in following the example 
of the Lord Jesus. He told his earthly parents what 
they should already have known: “wist ye not that 
I must be about my Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49) 
And where was the twelve-year-old Jesus conducting 
this business? Where else but in the Father’s house – 
where we should be when conducting the business of 
worship.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / CHURCH IN THE AGE OF COVID
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“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain...” (Rev. 5:12)

The worship of the enthroned Lamb in heaven 
should be reflected by our attitude in worship 
here. There is a delight in His majesty and a 

reverence of His Person.
It is clearly a joyful adoration and an attitude 

based on our relationship to Christ. Those who are 
not forgiven do not love Him, but those who love Him 
adore Him. It brings us spiritually to our knees, and fills 
us with a sense of His greatness and glory. We submit 
to Him, depending upon Him, and approach Him with 
supreme admiration. We acknowledge His absolute 
rights over us and all creation; all was made for Him 
(Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16). The Anglican theologian and 
writer Handley Moule (1841-1920) said: “Adoration is 
the expression of a holy and profound wonder of the 
soul, of an ultimate and unlimited allegiance to eternal 
excellence and right.”

Adoration is an aspect of our communion with Christ. 
We see His ‘worthiness’ and thirst for communion 
(Ps. 63:1-2); we do not draw near without petitions, 
including “shew me thy glory” (Exod. 33:18). David 
longed for this also (Ps. 27:4). The soul is ‘magnetised’ 
by the Spirit into constant, eternal attraction. We 
literally cannot live without Him (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21), 
and ‘magnify’ Him as the Source and Centre of our life.

Adoration is based on knowledge, a knowledge 
of Christ which by the light of the Spirit (2 Cor. 4:6) 
gives us an awareness of Him which we carry with 
us through life. The world carry photographs in their 
wallets of those whom they love, but the Christian 
carries the image of the Beloved in His heart (2 Cor. 
3:18). The reflex of this saving knowledge of Christ 
(for there is another kind of knowledge in those who 
have seen Christ but do not love and adore Him), Mark 
1:24; James 2:19) is lowliness of self, and humility. One 
has to be low in order to look up, and we adore on our 
knees. The more we decrease in ourselves, the more 
He shall increase (John 3:30).

Adoration includes reverence, and reverence is 
dependent on faith. It is also proportionate to faith; 
where there is little faith, there is little reverence. 
Furthermore, where there is little reverence, there 
is little worship, although there may be many other 
‘religious activities’. The characteristics of heaven are 
adoration and reverence for the Lamb on the throne 
(Rev. 4:10; 5:14). But if these virtues do not begin 
here, how can they continue in heaven? “Like every 
other revealed prospect of the life of glory, it is to have 
its preludes and first experiences in the life of grace.” 
(Handley Moule)

There is an awe in drawing near to the glorified 
Lord, whether seen or unseen (Heb. 11:1; Rev. 1:17). 
Reverence belongs to the new heart (Jer. 32:40): it 
does not accompany a building. Whatever a building 
can do, it cannot sanctify the people who dwell in it 
(something the Jews had difficulty in learning).

Reverence and love dwell together, in equal quantity. 
John was “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 
21:20), and who loved Jesus pre-eminently, but his 
love did not lead to presumption in the presence of the 
Son of God. Modern thinking uses love to exclude the 
necessity for reverence, but the love they extol nullifies 
any recognition of Christ’s eternal power and Divine 
majesty. Such false teaching brings Christ down to our 
level, and borders on atheism!

We love Christ because of Who He is: God and man in 
two, entire, distinct natures forever. We do not deduct 
or ignore the Divine nature; this is what leads to a lack 
or absence of reverence. Let us give Christ His place, 
the pre-eminence (Col. 1:18), and, like Mary, look upon 
His face with admiration and wonder (Luke 10:39).

“Since it is the will of God to reign by the hand of 
his Son, and since he has engraven on his person the 
marks and insignia of his own glory, the proper proof 
of our obedience and piety towards him is reverently to 
embrace his Son, whom he has appointed king over us”.  
– John Calvin (on Psalm 2:12)

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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“Tear it down! Tear it down!” This is the cry 
that has been heard throughout many of 
our educational institutes and city centres. 

Hundreds of statues, monuments and memorials 
have been defaced, pulled down and removed in the 
name of so-called ‘justice’ and ‘equality’. In the United 
Kingdom, statues, monuments and memorials which 
were associated in any way with the Atlantic slave 
trade and British colonialism were targeted.

George Whitefield
In the United States it was statues, monuments and 
memorials associated with slavery, racism and the 
oppression of the native American people which were 
attacked. They included a statue of George Whitefield 
at Penn University, Pennsylvania. The university’s 
President, Vice President and Provost made the 
decision to remove the statue of Whitefield because 
of his support for the advancement of slavery in the 
American colonies.

Whitefield (1714-70) was a famous English 
evangelist and preacher – a man who was used 
mightily by God to preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to millions of people, both in England and the 
American Colonies. He was one of the founders of 
Methodism and the Evangelical Movement. In 1740 he 
moved to North America where he became one of the 
leaders of the Great Awakening, alongside others such 
as Jonathan Edwards and John Wesley. He is one of the 
heroes of the faith, yet we cannot deny that he owned 
slaves and supported the system of slavery. We might 
also think of Martin Luther, the great reformer. Some of 
his writings are clearly anti-Semitic, yet he was used of 
God to begin the reformation of the Church. 

Saints in Scripture
If we go to the Bible, we find the same thing. What about 
King David? He was guilty of adultery and murder (2 
Samuel 11-12). Yet God refers to him as a man after His 
own heart (Acts 13:22). What about Samson? He broke 
many of God’s laws, he was a deceiver, an adulterer, a 
man whose family life was a complete mess (Judges 
13-16). Yet Samson is included in the Old Testament 
hall of faith, as part of the great cloud of witnesses 
(Heb. 11:32; 12:1). What about Abraham? He was 
often guilty of doubt and disobedience. He was willing 
to lie twice about his wife in order to save his own life 

(Gen. 12-20). Yet we read that “Abraham believed God, 
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he 
was called the Friend of God.” (James 2:23)

We could add Lot, Solomon, Simon Peter and many 
others to the list. The reality is, that all our heroes have 
‘feet of clay’, or a personal weakness. They have all done 
both good and bad things. The scriptures are clear, that 
all of mankind is guilty of sin. “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

Jesus Christ
There has never, ever been a person that is good (Luke 
18:19) – except for one: Jesus Christ alone is perfect 
and without sin. “And ye know that he was manifested 
to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” (1 John 3:5) 
It is because we are sinners that we have feet of clay, 
and we desperately need a saviour, for we have sinned 
against a Holy and Just God.

Our sinning against God is the greatest evil we have 
ever done – more so than when we sin against others. 
The good news is that Jesus came in order to save 
sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). He came to take the debt of the 
sins of His people upon Himself, so that in His death 
on the cross, their debt is paid. “Being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God” (Rom. 3:24,25).

Confessing our Sin
So how do we deal with the fact that all our heroes 
have feet of clay? Let us be thankful when they do 
that which is right and pleasing to God, but let us also 
always acknowledge when they get things wrong. We 
must call sin out, when we see it, and we should always 
start with ourselves. We don’t deny it, we don’t try to 
explain it away; rather we are to own it and confess it 
to God, and give thanks to Him that there is “now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (Rom. 8:1).

It also helps to remember that if our heroes can 
be so blind to things they got wrong, what things are 
you and I getting wrong, and are blind to? “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(Rom. 7:24,25)

YOUTH FOCUS

HEROES WITH FEET OF CLAY
REV. JAMES HARAM
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Restrictions on Public Worship 
(Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee)

The following statement was issued to 
congregations by the Public Questions, Religion 
& Morals Committee on 8th January:

“The Public Questions, Religion and Morals Committee 
of the Church at a recent meeting agreed to pass on the 
following information to our congregations, in light of 
the recent restrictions imposed on worship in much of 
Scotland. As such this communication is particularly 
relevant to our congregations within Scotland, but may 
also be of interest to those further afield.

Our Church regards the labours of our Government 
to preserve life in the current pandemic with great 
respect. We thank God for the strenuous efforts being 
made at all tiers of government and society to limit the 
spread of this virus. We seek the blessing of the Lord 
upon the efforts of our diligent medical professionals 
both in treating the sick, and in the administering of 
the vaccines.

With the alarm and anxiety over the new, more-
infectious strain of Covid-19 we understand the need 
for more stringent measures. Notwithstanding the 
above, the Church has written to the First Minister 
to inform the Scottish Government that there is 
considerable alarm over the sudden imposition of a 
ban on gathered worship. Serious consideration is 
being given to a Judicial Review by a group of concerned 
Christians, and other possible legal avenues.

We are deeply thankful to our congregations for 
the serious and prayerful manner in which they have 
approached this testing time. We note the fact that our 
congregations have remained highly compliant with 
requests from the Government to date. Nevertheless 
this latest imposition has vexed the Church. We are 
unaware of any cases of virus outbreaks related to 
compliant congregations in Scotland. The compliance 
of churches stands in marked contrast to the almost 
weekly breaches reported amongst professional 
sportsmen in Scotland, and we have made this point to 
the First Minister.

Months ago we issued a call for the Scottish 
Government to grant a national Day of Humiliation 
and Prayer. Despite being rebuffed at that time, the 
Committee have again requested our Government to 
consider this request and call the nation to the open 
acknowledgement of the one true God, humbling 
ourselves before him, and seeking his blessing.

It is our firm conviction that supreme authority in all 
matters concerning the church belongs to the King and 
Head of the Church – that is Christ Jesus the Lord. Even 

CHURCH NEWS
office bearers in the church act merely to administer 
and enact that which the Saviour has decreed in his 
Word. The civil government has no right to interfere, 
even in emergencies. Nonetheless we would truly 
welcome the State consulting with the church, and 
seeking its assistance in a public health emergency. 
We would anticipate a very high level of assistance in 
such a case. We have no wish to endanger the health 
of anyone in our communities or congregations. We 
greatly desire to be as cooperative as it is possible for 
us to be, and the Churches have surely demonstrated 
this over the last nine months.

We urge you all, in our congregations, to continue 
in ‘prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.’ Philippians 4v6”

Details of live broadcasts from FC(C) congregations 
during the Coronavirus pandemic will be found on the 
Church website at:  https://www.freechurchcontinuing.
org/reports/news/fcc-news/item/live-broadcasts-
from-fc-c-congregations

Christian Education Grants Available 
(Welfare of Youth & Education Committee)

The Welfare of Youth & Education Committee 
is able to provide small grants to families to 
assist in providing their children with Christian 

education. It therefore invites applications from such 
families within the Church whose children attend 
Christian Schools or who are undertaking Christian 
home-schooling with their children. The amounts 
distributed are at the discretion of the Committee. 
Applicants are asked to apply to the Clerk of the 
Committee before 31 March 2021 for 2021.

Clerk: Mrs Isobel Ann Macleod, Free Church 
(Continuing) Manse, Skeabost Bridge, Isle of Skye, IV51 
9NP. Tel: 01470 532725. E-mail: isobelamacleod@
hotmail.co.uk

Quote

“Though Satan be strong, yet he is a conquered 
enemy. Christ hath overcome him and 
spoiled him of his strength and power to 

hurt (Col. 2:15; Eph. 4:8). And therefore, though he 
tempt thee, yet he cannot overcome thee. He may, by 
his temptations, hold thy soul in exercise, but be of 
good cheer, he cannot hinder thy salvation. He may 
bruise thy heel, but cannot break thy head. The wounds 
he gives thee may be painful, but not mortal. Though 
sometimes he foils thee, yet thou art, and shalt be kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”
Andrew Gray

February 202112
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Shettleston is a district in the east end of the great 
city of Glasgow. It has been classed as an urban 
priority area, with all the challenges which are 

associated with that, such as poverty and drug and 
alcohol abuse. The needs of Shettleston are immense, 
and ultimately the only hope of the 16,000 plus souls 
that live here is to be found in the full and free offer of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. How thankful we are that the 
Lord God has granted us as a Church the opportunity 
and privilege to preach and proclaim this Jesus Christ 
week in and week out.

Congregation
Currently we are a small congregation, seeking to 
be faithful in living for King Jesus in our everyday 
lives. Though in the past Shettleston has had a larger 
congregation, we are still being greatly blessed by 
our God. For just under a quarter of a century the 
congregation enjoyed the steadying hand of Rev. John 
J. Harding’s ministry and was further consolidated 
by the vigorous outreach and pastoral work over 12 
years of his successor, Rev. David S. Fraser. We were 
thankful that we were able to call our current minister, 
Rev. James S. Haram, in 2017, after being vacant for a 
year and a half. We are especially thankful to God, and 
to the Free Church (Continuing) denomination, who 
made it possible for us as a congregation to purchase 
outright title, both to the church building and the 
church manse, in 2018. Of course the Lord, who is the 
perfect faithful Shepherd, continues to bless and feed 
His people during our weekly services. Who knows 
what blessing the Father of lights has for us yet?

Services
We meet on the Lord’s day at  97 Wellshot Road, 
Glasgow, G32 7BL (at the corner of Culrain Street), 

at 11.00am for our morning service and at 6.00pm 
for our evening service. Currently all our services 
are broadcast live via Zoom because of the Covid-19 
situation. Our Wednesday night prayer meeting and 
bible study is at 7.30pm via Zoom. We are hoping, 
when the situation allows it, to return to meeting 
together again at the manse at 191 Sandyhills Road, 
Glasgow G32 9NB.

Activities
Though we do not have any official programmes, many 
of the congregation are involved in one another’s lives. 
One family regularly organises a meal and movie night, 
where they invite the whole congregation to come over 
for a themed meal and a Christian film; this is greatly 
enjoyed by all who attend. As a congregation we 
make use of a Church mobile chat group (WhatsApp), 
whereby we keep in contact with each other, sharing 
prayer requests (and answers to those prayers), 
thoughts, opinions, questions, photos, articles and 
helpful debates. The Shettleston Session and Deacons’ 
Court also make use of their own WhatsApp groups, 
which helps to facilitate Church business. In addition 
we may be found at:

shettlestonfreechurch.org
facebook.com/Shettleston-Free-Church
twitter.com/ShettlestonFCC

Prayer
Please pray that God would be pleased to add to our 
number, and that He would make us more of a praying 
church, a Scripture-saturated church, and a church 
which seeks to be more loving and merciful. Also that He 
might open up opportunities of Gospel ministry to those 
who live in and around Shettleston, and particularly a 
work amongst the Jews, and a pro-life ministry.

AROUND THE CHURCH

SHETTLESTON

The Shettleston Kirk Session: Alan Wilson, Stuart Ogden, Rev. James Haram, Ewan Wilson
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KEEPING THE LORD’S DAY HOLY

Coronavirus has a message for us

In February 1621, a Bill for the suppression of the 
Profanation of the Sabbath (moved by the puritan, Sir 
Walter Erle) was making its way through the English 

Parliament. One member, Thomas Sheppard, spoke so 
strongly against it as to rouse the ire of Sir Edward Coke, 
who stated, “Whatsoever hindereth the observation of 
the sanctification of the Sabbath is against the Scripture”. 
The issue had been rumbling since the publication of 
James I’s ‘Book of Sports’ in 1617, which gave licence 
to all sorts of activities on the Lord’s Day. In successive 
Parliaments, namely 1621, 1624 and 1625, a series of 
Bills was passed to increase restrictions.

Four hundred years later, and it seems that the Book 
of Sports has effectively become the norm throughout 
the UK. It laid down the policy that, as long as people 
attended Church in the morning, they could do what 
they liked thereafter, with the exception of bear and 
bull-baiting. However, under the influence of gospel 
preaching, and Christian practice and example, Sabbath 
observance was maintained. By the 20th century a 
decline had set in. In 1953 there was a proposal at 
Westminster to open shops and permit sports on the 
Lord’s Day, which was overwhelmingly rejected, and in 
1986 Margaret Thatcher attempted to relax the laws, 
which resulted in the only defeat of her premiership. 
During John Major’s premiership, however, the Sunday 
Trading Act (1994) was passed.

Today ‘Sunday’ has become indistinguishable from 
the other days of the week. Sadly, even professing 
Christians have no compunction about indulging in 
recreation, visiting restaurants and a hundred other 
things which have no place on the Lord’s Day. Perhaps 
it should be asked whether the Coronavirus is a rebuke 
to the Church for this desecration? It is ironic that the 
current measures to protect the nation’s health mean 
that for many every day is now a sort of sabbath, with 
travel restrictions, shops closed, and sporting fixtures 
affected.

Now is the time for Christians to take stock of what 
the Lord is saying, given that He has taken away public 
worship from us several times since March 2020. 
Where is the panting and thirsting for the courts of the 
Lord? Will those who slept during worship continue 
to do so after lockdown has ended? Will those whose 
attendance was sporadic remain like that? In short, 
will there be a reformation of the Church and of 
Christians, such that the sanctification of the Sabbath 
is once again pursued with vigour and passion for the 
good of our souls?

CHRISTIAN CHAPLAIN BANNED

The menace of Islamic extremism

The work of a prison chaplain is no doubt difficult, 
and perhaps even dangerous on occasion, yet 
it is potentially very rewarding for a sincere 

Christian. With God’s blessing, great good may be done 
in bringing the gospel of Christ to individuals who are 
locked up in a cell, and more significantly are captive to 
sin. The Saviour came to preach deliverance to spiritual 
captives (Luke 4:18), and in His name His servants do 
the same, wherever He gives them opportunity.

Sadly, such valuable work, which has a long history 
in UK prisons, is now being made more difficult as 
a result of ‘multi-faith’ policies. This is seen in the 
case of Paul Song, a Pentecostal pastor who for over 
twenty years has served as a voluntary chaplain 
at HM Prison Brixton in south London, with many 
inmates testifying to their lives being turned around 
through his work. In 2017 he was removed from 
Brixton – a prison with a large number of Muslim 
inmates – for allegedly having called a prisoner a 
“terrorist”, although no evidence was produced. 
His removal followed the appointment of a Muslim 
imam as the Senior Chaplain, who allegedly stated to 
Pastor Song that he wanted to “wipe out the Christian 
domination” in the prison. He then shut down some 
of the Christian courses Song was running, perversely 
describing them as “too radical”. Several other 
Christian ministries were excluded from the prison.

In 2018, after a petition had been launched and a 
legal challenge mounted, Song was reinstated. He then 
gave a newspaper interview in which he claimed that 
some prisoners had told him that Islamic extremists 
in the jail were using force to convert inmates to 
Islam; he also claimed that Muslim inmates had 
disrupted his Bible classes several times, voicing 
their support for Islamic State. This led to Song’s 
suspension, and an investigation of “possible anti-
Muslim comments”. The outcome was a ten-year ban 
on him working in jails for “failure to adhere to the 
expected requirements of a chaplaincy volunteer”.

In January, Pastor Song was denied a judicial 
review by the High Court, but he has a separate case 
at county court level in which he intends to expose 
the full extent of Islamic extremism at Brixton prison 
and the actions of the authorities which led to his 
removal. We pray that he will be successful, for he 
will be doing us all a service. It is high time that 
Islamism was curbed in our society, that the multi-
faith madness was ended, and that our country 
returned to its Christian foundations.

COMMENT
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It is common to think of the early Middle Ages, after 
the fall of the Roman Empire, as the ‘Dark Ages’. 
In many respects, it is an accurate description. 

The great learning of classical times had largely been 
forgotten; the eminent theologians and doctrinal 
debates of the Early Church had passed. Within the 
Western Church, the power and claims of the Bishop 
of Rome inexorably advanced, with all the associated 
errors of popery, while the Eastern Church adopted an 
erroneous formulation of the doctrine of the Trinity, 
leading eventually to the Great Schism that separated 
East from West. The pagan Norsemen assaulted 
Christendom from the North, and the Muslim Arabs 
from the East and South. Little was written, and much 
of that was riddled with superstition and human 
tradition.

But in every generation the Lord has His own 
people: like “them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38), to whom Anna testified of 
the newborn Christ; and, though Elijah did not know 
them, God acknowledged “seven thousand in Israel, all 
the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him.” (1 Kings 19:18) 
They may not have had perfect theology, for God’s 
people are limited in knowledge and in reasoning 
capacity, but they had true faith in Jesus Christ, and the 
evidences that accompany it.

Learning from Augustine
It is, therefore, encouraging if not surprising to 
encounter, even in the Dark Ages, occasional lights. 
One striking example was a Saxon monk named 
Gottschalk, born about 805, and dying around 867. He 
spent his early life at the monastery of Fulda (now in 
Hesse, Germany), and later moved to Orbais (north-
eastern France). He studied intensively the writings 
of Augustine of Hippo, and became firmly convinced 
of the truth of God’s predestination of man’s destiny. 
He was ordained as a presbyter, and began to teach 

on sin, grace and predestination with great fervency 
in Orbais, obtaining support from many of his hearers. 
He later travelled more widely, preaching in Italy and 
the modern-day Balkans. He also wrote theological 
treatises, and some fine spiritual poetry.

Suffering for the Truth
In 848, Gottschalk appeared at the council of Mainz, 
where he defended Augustine’s doctrine of salvation 
by sovereign grace; on two points he arguably went 
even further than Augustine consistently taught, 
asserting particular atonement (that Christ died as 
a penal substitute for His elect only) and not only 
positive election but also reprobation (that God has 
predestined the lost to eternal damnation). Tragically, 
the council insisted on a place for human merit in 
salvation, and condemned Gottschalk’s teachings. 
He suffered painful and humiliating punishment. 
He was deposed, whipped, forced to burn his own 
declaration of faith, and imprisoned in a monastery, 
where he would remain until his death about twenty 
years later, subject to “murderous scourgings”. Even 
though ordered to recant on pain of being denied 
the sacraments and burial in consecrated ground, he 
remained determined in his convictions to the end.

From prison, he testified: “I believe and confess 
that God foreknew and foreordained the holy angels 
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and elect men to eternal life, but that he almost equally 
foreordained the devil...with all reprobate men, on 
account of their foreseen future evil deeds, by a just 
judgment to merited eternal death.”

Gottschalk’s Defenders
Some theologians of that time tried to defend the 
imprisoned Gottschalk, and the case provoked an 
extensive debate. Interestingly, one of the defences 
that has survived, Reply to the Three Letters 
(traditionally ascribed to Remigius of Lyons), makes 
fairly unflattering reference to Gottschalk’s conduct, 
suggesting that he may not have been perceived as the 
best advocate for his own position: “Therefore, even if 
you condemn the shallowness of the unfortunate monk 
Gottschalk, and disapprove his rashness, and blame his 
loud-mouthed insolence, you must not for that reason 
deny divine truth” (quoted in N. R. Needham, 2000 
Years of Christ’s Power, ii, 80). Another who defended 
Gottschalk was Ratramnus, the great opponent of 
transubstantiation, which underlines how, even when 
the issues are apparently unrelated, the truth of God 
is one.

The Doctrines of Grace
For many centuries, Gottschalk’s controversial 

writings were largely presumed lost, with only such 
extracts from his treatises available as were quoted by 
other writers in the debate. But, in 1931, manuscripts 
of his works were discovered in a library in Bern, 
including his major treatise, De Praedestinatione (Of 
Predestination).

These discoveries reveal that, while lacking a clear 
doctrine of justification, Gottschalk taught the core of 
the five points of Calvinism. This may be seen from the 
following quotes from his extant works (all as quoted 
by Steven J. Lawson, ‘Gottschalk’, article at 
ligonier.org/learn/articles/gottschalk):

Total Depravity – Man inherits a “total depravity 
of will and mind...[and is] incapable of willing good 
unless efficaciously enabled by divine grace. He is able 
only to sin, not to do good.”

“After the first man fell by free will, none of us is 
able to use free will to do good, but only to do evil.” 

Unconditional Election – God has “elected a world 
from out of the world.”

“Before all worlds and before whatever God did 
from the beginning, He foreordained to the Kingdom 
whom He willed.”

“God the immutable, immutably predestined before 
the foundation of the world all His elect by His free 
grace to eternal life.”

Limited Atonement – “Our God and master Jesus 
Christ [was] crucified only for the elect.” 

Irresistible Grace – “We run in a way that befits 
our salvation when we are drawn by God.”

“O Holy Spirit, You bring instant life to those You 
breathe into....Together with the Father and the Son, 
You recreate Your elect souls, And when they are 
recreated, You also glorify them.”

Perseverance of the Saints – “Those who have 
been foreordained to the Kingdom cannot perish.” 

A Determined Faith
What should we make of Gottschalk? In many respects, 
he was asserting the doctrines of grace more than 
500 years before Luther. Had Gottschalk had access 
to the printing press, and had he benefited from the 
protection of a powerful prince such as Luther enjoyed 
from Frederick of Saxony, who knows whether he may 
not have led a Protestant Reformation in the ninth 
century? It was not God’s will, and was not to be, but 
his accuracy in doctrine in a day of such confusion, 
and his determined faith to the end, in an effective 
martyrdom, under such pressure, command our 
respect and gratitude. Even in the Dark Ages, God had 
His own people, “Whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation.” (Heb. 13:7)
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Like many a self-published work, the book could 
have done with a good edit; it’s a little too long. 
Readers of our own persuasion will differ on some 
important questions of worship as well as on the 
issue of baptism. However, the central concerns of 
Mr Handyside in this book are issues on which we 
strongly agree: the importance of high standards 
of conduct and commitment in the Christian life; 
the preciousness of Reformed doctrine and of good 
books; the imperative of evangelism; and the need 
for an earnest prayer meeting at the heart of church 
life.

He urges, and exemplifies, a refreshingly 
plain speaking, especially regarding worldliness 
amongst Christians: “While it has to be admitted 
that censorious judgement is contrary to Biblical 
principle, to have then taken this truth and distorted 
and emasculated it to the extent that any criticism is 
sinful and ‘judgmental’ is a master stroke of the devil 
and very combustible fuel for liberalism. Rip Van 
Evangelical sleeps on blissfully unconcerned while 
the vitals of true religion are eroded by the enemies 
of the true gospel.” (p.284)

The book is recommended to readers acquainted 
with Mr Handyside and the ministry at Anniesland. 
It would be particularly helpful for anyone 
struggling with the issues raised by the Charismatic 
movement.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

Brownlow North: His Life And Work
K. Moody Stuart, Banner of Truth Trust, hbk, 
328pp, £13.00

It is no wonder 
that the Banner of 
Truth considered it 

desirable to reprint this – 
the fourth edition of a very 
informative, encouraging 
and challenging book. 
Although written in the 
19th century, it is not 
difficult to read.

The opening chapter 
covers North’s early 
years, without dwelling 
too much on his riotous 
living. The slightly 
longer second chapter records his conversion: an 
encouraging portion giving, from the outset, the 
impression that the work of the Holy Spirit and the 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

An Unprofitable Servant – The Autobiography of 
Jim Handyside
Self-published through Amazon, pbk, 360pp, 
£9.36

Jim Handyside will 
be well known 
to many with a 

Glasgow connection 
as the recently-retired 
minister of Anniesland 
Reformed Baptist 
Church in the West of the 
city. Now aged 90, Mr 
Handyside looks back 
here on the providences 
of the Lord as he grew 
up in a non-Christian 
home in Clydebank, and 
was brought to saving 
faith as a young man. He recounts some remarkable 
and some very amusing stories – his childhood game 
with an incendiary bomb on the morning after the 
Clydebank Blitz will raise a few hairs – though what 
is more striking still is the bewilderment of the 
minister and congregation of his cold liberal parish 
church at the zeal he exhibited as an enthusiastic 
young Christian seeking the conversion of them 
all. Needless to say, his involvement with that 
congregation did not continue long, though he 
saw some young people saved, in part through his 
witness, who would later form the nucleus of his 
own church plant.

Mr Handyside acknowledges many faults in 
his young Christian zeal, and tells many a story 
against himself. Yet it is precisely that zeal that is 
the great challenge of this book: what enthusiasm 
for evangelism that group of young converts had! 
He describes their trips to Islay, Wick, Cornwall and 
Wales, proclaiming the Gospel, and their continual 
open-air work in Clydebank and Glasgow. Mr 
Handyside himself went further afield, smuggling 
Bibles into Communist Eastern Europe, visiting and 
supporting mission work in India and Brazil, and 
building up many contacts and an extensive ministry 
in the USA. Over time, he was brought from an early 
involvement with the charismatic movement to 
embrace Reformed theology, particularly through the 
influence of Banner of Truth literature.

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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Saviour must have pre-eminence in all things. For 
those of us with prodigal children, this book is a balm 
for the soul and an encouragement that, with God, all 
things are possible.

The rest of the book is given over to his work 
for the Lord. And what a work! It was challenging 
to read how fervent Mr North was in his efforts to 
preach the gospel; how he laboured so thoroughly at 
times that he was forced to take complete rest on his 
return home. One cannot help but be humbled when 
considering how lethargic we have become today, 
and this book is a prick to the conscience.

There is much in this book that should stir us 
up to pray for revival. There is a record of the effect 
North’s preaching had on people on one occasion. 
There had been heavy rain and the road between two 
villages was flooded under several feet of water, yet 
“two hundred persons from one quarter appeared 
at the meeting notwithstanding this obstacle, having 
got across the flood by walking along the top of the 
wall on the roadside.” Oh, for such hungering for 
the gospel today when the slightest inclemency of 
weather prevents us from venturing out to the car!

There is also much to edify. And with pithy 
quotations such as, “Are we speaking for Christ as we 
have opportunity? If not we are still in possession 
of a dumb spirit”, North can cut the conscience to 
the quick. He knew who he was addressing: “These 
two books, the Bible and the human heart, were his 
theological library”.

A very worthwhile read. Highly recommended.
Calum Macleod (Knock & Point)

The Priesthood of Christ
Peter MacBride, Scottish Highlands Reformed 
Book Trust, 5 Priory Place, Beauly IV4 7GB 
(www.shrbt.org), pbk, 93pp, £7.95 (post extra)

Peter MacBride was Minister of Rothesay 
West Free Church from 1825 to 1846. This 
book consists of a series of thirteen sermons 

covering a neglected area in modern preaching. They 
are soundly and deeply theological and will benefit 
those who are interested in the Person and work of 
Christ. He begins by showing the distinctions in the 
Godhead and the necessity for one Person to make 

the Atonement which 
the sinner is incapable 
of (p.4), and then shows 
how the benefits of 
this are applied by the 
Spirit. In passing, he 
comments on the “evil of 
the doctrine of universal 
redemption”, which was 
a heresy in his day and is 
in ours. MacBride was a 
firm believer in Limited 
Atonement (limited by 
Christ’s intention).

Sermon 5 (pp.31ff), 
on the sufferings of Christ, is particularly edifying. The 
book closes with a sermon on Christ’s Ascension and 
one on His gentleness as a High Priest. This is a valuable 
study, not just on the doctrine of Christ’s Priesthood 
but on its experimental application to us. 
Rev. James Clark

Opening up Song of Solomon
Jim Winter, Day One Publications, pbk, 160pp, 
£8.00

This is a useful little 
commentary if you 
wish a summary 

of several evangelical 
views on the Song, and 
the questions at the 
end of each chapter are 
pertinent for modern 
living. However, the 
commentary is spoiled 
by the use of several 
modern translations 
of Scripture and lacks 
a depth of spiritual 
experience in the 
believer’s relationship with Christ. The reader should 
go out and buy James Durham’s commentary for 
rich, spiritual experience of “the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ”.
Rev. James Clark



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Dec 2019
£

18,000
28,000
39,921
25,000
11,040

121,960

9,067
15,259

6,106
25,000
55,433

9,307
8,730

10,496
1,100

27,675
35,525
22,000
21,267

4,260
140,360

21,315
24,381
23,694
14,000
29,157
95,261

207,808

22,788
13,227
29,662
26,762
30,146

122,585

990

649,135

43,574
31,837

724,546

136,320
588,226

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2020

£

0
19,326

20
0

1,383
20,728

60
6,876

105
0

7,041

210
0
0
0
0

20
20,193

0
0

20,423

0
0
0

4,750
460

1,400
6,610

7,205
0

795
0

980
8,980

0

63,782

0
0

63,782

6,082
57,700

Total to Dec 2020
£

18,000
28,000
38,043
25,000
11,400

120,443

21,960
15,453
6,230

26,000
69,642

15,130
16,247
12,463
1,443

26,000
33,747
25,000
25,682
8,260

163,972

25,572
24,148
20,229
15,500
30,191
83,439

199,078

23,200
10,512
32,017
32,860
31,907

130,495

990

684,621

59,377
0

743,998

143,269
600,729

Dec 2020
£

1,500
3,750
3,500
2,101

950
11,801

0
0

1,000
1,040
2,040

2,236
1,100

0
200

4,451
2,970
1,500
1,500

0
13,957

1,530
1,450
1,500
1,000
2,000
5,582

13,062

1,500
500

4,500
6,500
6,500

19,500

0

60,360

1,720
0

62,080

0
62,080

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
February  March        April  
21  Stornoway  14  Cross, Portree       4    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores
28  Harris  21  Glasgow–Knightswood      11  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis
   28  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane,      18  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville
          Scalpay Harris       25  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick, Knock & Point, 
                  Lochalsh & Strath       (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples.”

John 15:8
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