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The Lord greatly blessed Paul’s labours in 
Thessalonica. The gospel did not come in word 
only; it also came in power (1 Thess. 1:5). The 

Holy Spirit was at work, bringing many souls to faith 
in Christ, and there was clear evidence of changed 
lives, especially among the Gentiles. They experienced 
affliction, but great joy too. They had “turned to God 
from idols, to serve the living and true God” (v.9).

Sadly there can also be a turning the other way – 
from God to idols. Judah was going in that direction 
in Jeremiah’s day. The Lord declared, “my people 
have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” (Jer. 2:13) 
There had been a fearful declension and a falling away 
to false gods, and without the Lord’s intervention, this 
would have fatal consequences for Judah. Their folly 
was so great that, if they could appreciate such things, 
the heavens would be amazed at it and ashamed of it 
(v.12).

When we look at the signs of the times, we see that 
our nation is on the same perilous path. How did our 
country come to this, and what is to be done?

Forgetting God
In God’s kindness, the United Kingdom has a wonderful 
Christian heritage, and Scotland especially. Since the 
Reformation from popery the Bible has been freely 
available, and the gospel of Christ openly proclaimed. 
Protestant Christianity has been established, and we 
have been blessed with religious and civil liberties and 
have enjoyed national security, stability and prosperity. 
We had a godly society, but there has been a steady drift 
from biblical religion in recent generations and we are 
in danger of entering into the darkness of apostasy.

As a nation, we have put the Lord out of our 
collective memory. We have forgotten that it is God who 
gives deliverance in times of conflict (1 Sam. 7:9-12), 
and in plagues and famines too; instead, we think that 
we succeeded against our enemies over the centuries 
by our military prowess alone. Tellingly, as we have 
seen during the Covid-19 pandemic, we no longer seek 
God’s help in our troubles by holding national days 
of prayer and fasting. We have forgotten that all good 
things, including our material wealth, come from God 
(James 1:17), and that as sinners we have no claim 
upon His favour; rather we think that our prosperity is 

due entirely to our efforts. And we have forgotten that 
we cannot continue to enjoy our customary way of life 
as a people without the Christian faith upon which it 
was founded.

Forsaking God
Forgetting God inevitably leads to forsaking God. This 
does not mean that religion disappears altogether. A 
willing ignorance of the true God leads to idolatry: 
men “change the glory of the uncorruptible God into 
an image, made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.” (Rom. 
1:23). Any god will do for fallen man, so long as it is not 
the holy and righteous God of the Scriptures. Idolatry 
then leads to gross immorality, as God’s punishment 
for idolatry: “Wherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, 
to dishonour their own bodies between themselves” 
(v.24); and, “For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections”, which are specified to be same-sex unions 
(vv.26,27). Incredibly there are churches that have 
gone so far in the wrong direction as to sanction such 
unions, the Methodist Church of Great Britain being 
the latest one.

What the faithful church must do in a time of 
declension is plain. She must expose the ‘broken 
cisterns’ we have dug for ourselves as a nation – the 
idolatrous and immoral inventions we have sought out 
(Ecc. 7:29). In her preaching and public witness she 
must denounce these abominations, and warn people 
against the sin of seeking satisfaction or glorying in 
anything but the triune God. And she must proclaim 
the God who is the eternal Fountain of living waters, 
making known the riches of His mercy and the fulness 
and freeness of His grace!

False Religion
When Judah turned from God her prophets continued 
to prophesy, but they prophesied now by Baal, the chief 
Canaanite idol; unsurprisingly the people then went 
after Baalim, the local forms of this idol (Jer. 2:8,23). 
As belief in the truth has declined in our country, so 
false religion has flourished. The decline began within 
the church, with a departure from sound doctrine, 
especially concerning creation, the fall of man, the 
person and work of Christ and the last things. Before 
that there was an undermining of the Scriptures, 
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which are the only basis for the church’s beliefs. When 
firm convictions regarding the inspiration, infallibility 
and inerrancy of the Bible disappear, nothing in the 
church is definite and fixed anymore. The devil knows 
this, and that is why he is always casting doubt upon 
the Word of God, with his “Yea, hath God said...?” (Gen. 
3:1).

Over time several Protestant denominations in 
the UK have abandoned orthodox Christianity as it is 
summarised in the historic creeds and confessions, so 
that they now have “another Jesus”, “another spirit”, 
and “another gospel” (2 Cor. 11:4). They allowed the 
world into their ranks, and are left without anything 
to say to our nation that our liberal elite is not already 
saying. Such compromising results in people looking 
elsewhere for spiritual satisfaction. The Church of Rome 
may appear to offer it, yet the papacy and its priests 
hide salvation from sinners by putting themselves in 
the place of Christ. Islam appeals to some but denies 
the Saviour’s atoning work, and so there is no hope 
of salvation there either. Because of the hatred and 
blindness towards God which goes with sin, the lie is 
more readily believed than the truth, and people look 
for salvation anywhere but where it is to be found.

Foolish Lifestyles
It is obvious that those in power today have no wish to 
be reminded of God’s law, but they must hear it all the 
same. The ten commandments are God’s rules for man, 
and essential for a just and wholesome society! The 
ungodly insist that we now know better than people 
did in Old Testament times, forgetting that the Lord 
Jesus Christ affirmed the moral law (Matt. 5:17,18; 
22:35-40). They believe that truth and righteousness 
are not absolutes, but ‘equality’ and ‘diversity’ 
definitely are! When this is the thinking, the most 
perverse relationships and harmful forms of behaviour 
are approved. For as long as they have a conscience to 
warn them, those who practise these unnatural and 
foolish lifestyles try to convince themselves that the 
God of the Bible does not exist. They fail to see that 
this is an even greater folly (Ps. 14:1). The puritan 
John Flavel declared to atheists: “If you ungod God, you 
must unman yourselves: yea, not only make yourselves 
less than men, but worse than devils.”

It would be wrong for us to limit our idea of foolish 
lifestyles to those who seek to gratify unnatural lusts. 

The pursuit of pleasure for its own sake is something 
to which we are all prone. Some are obsessed with 
vanities such as popular music and professional sport; 
others devote themselves to frivolous pastimes. These 
things can do nothing for our souls or prepare us for 
the world to come. Those who devote themselves to 
earthly pleasures, refusing the water of life which 
alone can quench our thirst (Rev. 22:17), will be cast 
into the fire that shall never be quenched.

Way of Recovery
The worst thing which can happen to any people is 
when God not only gives them up but gives them over. 
“And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to 
do those things which are not convenient” (Rom. 1:28). 
What is the difference between these two conditions? 
The first is curable, but the second is not. This is the 
fate that awaits our nation if there is no return to the 
Lord. Is there a way of recovery?

We need the sort of burden for our land which 
Jeremiah had for Judah: “Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” 
(Jer. 9:1) God’s servant lamented Judah’s idolatry and 
immorality, fearful of the punishment it would lead to. 
He confessed the nation’s sin, pleading that the Lord 
would not leave them. But here is the solemn thing. 
God told Jeremiah not to pray for Judah, for His mind 
was not toward them. They had gone too far backwards 
and their sin was indelible. He would destroy them, 
sending them into captivity for seventy years.

Our duty as believers is to continue to pray that 
the Lord would bring our nation to repentance. He is 
sovereign in His mercy but encourages us to humble 
ourselves and seek His face. May He speedily deliver 
us from our wicked ways and restore us to His favour, 
even the wells of His salvation (Isa. 12:3)!
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“This is the fate that 
awaits our nation if 
there is no return to 
the Lord.”
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(These two pieces are taken from ‘Daily Readings 
for Troubled Minds’, a new book by Mr Clark which 
is reviewed in this issue. The first piece is the reading 
for January 29 and the second piece is the reading for 
December 1.)

“My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death”
(Mark 14:34)

Gethsemane was a place where the soul of Christ 
was “exceeding sorrowful”, where He was in an 
“agony”. His human nature was strained to the 

utmost, and an angel was sent to give Him comfort in 
His mental struggles. Unlike us, He could see all that 
He was suffering for, and also all those determined 
to make Him suffer for His love and His purpose. 
The Father’s love for Him did not change while He 
was suffering, and we must hold on to this fact – the 
unchangeable love of God for His people – while we 
ourselves are suffering.

Christ felt a burden and a sense of oppression, 
including the sense of unseen powers resisting His 
progress through earth to Heaven. The children of God 
know something of this also, but the sorrow of Christ 
“exceeded” all others. He had “unknown sufferings”, as 
an old liturgy stated, unfathomable to us but known to 
the Father. Our sufferings also escape our analysis, but 
we know that their depth defies description.

We could not see into Christ’s soul, and therefore 
cannot rightly estimate the conflict He was engaged in. 
We also underestimate the conflicting powers at work 
within us. Moreover, while Christ wanted three disciples 
to be close to Him at this time, He also went a distance 
from them; He felt He also wanted to be alone. We also 
have times when we want others near and times when 
we do not. The Lord can explain this attitude in Himself, 
but we cannot explain why it happens in us.

Had He not suffered for us, we would suffer more 
than we do. There could have been no hope for us 
without His sufferings. He had infinite merit. Ours, 
mercifully are limited in extent and duration. Because 

of His sufferings, ours shall one day end completely – a 
new experience indeed, and one to be looked for.

“for I know their sorrows” (Exodus 3:7)

There is “joy indescribable” (1 Pet. 1:8) in the 
Christian life, there is also a sorrow indescribable! 
We may be tempted to think that because we 

cannot describe what we are feeling, because we cannot 
put it into words of knowledge, and cannot convey that 
knowledge to God, that God lacks the knowledge of our 
sorrow also. But God says, “I know their sorrows.” This 
was the sorrow of those who were unable to break out 
of their bondage but were dragged back to experience 
again and again the source of their sorrows.

This was the sorrow of those who saw no happy 
future for themselves in this world. It was the sorrow of 
shame upon failure and the sorrow of seeing others die 
in misery. We also, as we increase in such knowledge 
increase in sorrow (Ecc. 1:18). There is also the sorrow 
of guilt (and everyone is guilty of something), and 
there is no place to hide. We are tempted to think, 
“The Lord has forgotten me!” (Ps. 42:9). But He knows 
our sorrows, their variety and seasons, and also the 
purpose He has for them.

He knows our sorrows, not simply as a spectator 
who was often found in the places of sorrow on earth, 
but because He entered into the experience of sorrows 
when He assumed a human nature (Isa. 53:3). He saw 
bereavement at Nazareth, Bethany and at Nain, He saw 
the betrayal of friends and treachery of enemies, He 
experienced the sorrow of loneliness in Gethsemane 
and at Calvary.

We are comforted therefore that we are not alone 
in our sorrows. Christ came down to experience them 
Himself (v.8) and, like His, ours have an appointed 
duration. Soon they “shall be turned into joy” (John 
16:20). “This is a sweet support to a sinking soul” (John 
Trapp). The Lord is interested in our sorrows and one 
day He shall end them.

DEVOTIONAL

SORROW
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God” (1 Corinthians 2:10)

The Book of Revelation sometimes appears with 
the ancient title of ‘the Apocalypse [Revelation] 
of John the Divine’. A ‘divine’ is a theologian, 

and the terms ‘doctrine’ and ‘theology’ should not be 
viewed negatively by believers, but positively.

The issue is never theology or no theology, but rather 
which theology. At the very least, we are required to 
believe all that the Bible teaches us. And, as our Shorter 
Catechism says, the Scriptures teach us what we are to 
believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of 
us. Doctrine and duty are so interconnected that you 
cannot have one without the other.

At some point, we must face the fact that God has 
revealed himself in particulars, giving us detailed 
information about himself. According as He has 
spoken of Himself, so we are to hear and believe. 
Further, preaching is to communicate all that God has 
revealed of himself. Precision in theology is therefore 
vital, which is why terminology becomes important. 
Consider the following four truths about God. The 
words may be new to us, but the truths they convey 
are eternal, and they are of great help to us in our 
understanding of the Scriptures.

1. Aseity
“Can a man be profitable unto God?” (Job 22:2)
The term ‘aseity’ means “from oneself”, and when 
applied to God it means that his being is from himself. 
In other words, God is entirely self-existent and 
independent. He does not need his creation, the plants, 
the animals or humanity. God did not create the world 
because he was lonely; he was entirely satisfied with 
his own existence. He did not need anyone to love, to 
speak to, or a hundred other things. Why? Because God 
exists eternally in three Persons, namely Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit (the Trinity). The Father loves the Son 
and the Spirit, the Son loves the Father and the Spirit, 
and the Spirit loves the Father and the Son.

The Triune God of the Bible is self-sufficient. 
Consider Acts 17:25, where Paul, preaching in the 
idolatrous city of Athens, declares, “neither is [God] 
worshipped with men’s hands, as though he needed 
any thing”. The Greek word for ‘worship’ here is 
translated elsewhere as ‘heal’ and ‘cure’, and gives us 
our English words ‘therapy’ and ‘therapeutic’. Paul’s 
point then is that God is not to be treated by us as 
though he were our patient: we are not giving to him as 
though he lacked something. God is eternally blessed, 
in and of himself, not standing in need of any creature. 
Hence ‘aseity’.

2. Simplicity
“The Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut. 6:4)
If something is ‘simple’, then it is pure and not 
compounded. To affirm that God is ‘simple’ is to say 
that he does not consist of parts as we do. We possess 
body and soul, but, as our Westminster Confession 
of Faith teaches, God is “without body, parts, or 
passions” (2:1). Hence the term ‘simplicity’. The 
Puritan George Swinnock (1627-73), in his work The 
Incomparableness of God, wrote: “Our wisdom is one 
thing; our power is another; our holiness is another. And 
these are all distinct from our essence....But all these are 
one indivisible essence in God. They are all one and the 
same in Him.”

The church father Irenaeus (c.130-202 AD), in his 
work Against Heresies, states: “God is not as men are....
the Father of all is at a vast distance from those affections 
and passions which operate among men. He is a simple, 
uncompounded Being, without diverse members, and 
altogether like, and equal to Himself, since He is wholly 
understanding, and wholly spirit, and wholly thought, 
and wholly intelligence, and wholly reason, and wholly 
hearing, and wholly seeing, and wholly light, and the 
whole source of all that is good.” (2.13.3)

How do these two truths – that God is simple and 
that God is Trinity – fit together? Is there a conflict 
between them? In his Institutes of Elenctic Theology, 
the Swiss-Italian theologian Francis Turretin (1623-
87) explains that these truths are stated of God in 

DOCTRINE

THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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DOCTRINE / THE DEEP THINGS OF GOD

Avoiding Error
We must avoid the error of actually attributing to God 
things which belong properly only to ourselves. As 
we have noted, our Confession clearly states that God 
is without passions. This is not without significance, 
especially for our generation, for whom “a God who 
feels our pain” seems preferable to one who does 
not. To many, it seems almost ridiculous to say that 
God is not an emotional being as we are. “Surely”, it is 
claimed, “if God is love, then he must be an emotional 
being?”

Modern thought is less precise than that of 
previous generations, who were able to distinguish 
between passions and affections. Affections were 
viewed positively, whereas passions were viewed 
negatively, for they implied changeableness. Since 
God is unchangeable, he is therefore without passions. 
Divine affections in God never imply a change in God.

The Incarnation
If God is without emotions, you may ask, “What is there 
in God that can be helpful to us in our pain?” Here we 
need a fresh appreciation of the Incarnation of Christ. 
In Paul’s words: “Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same” (Heb. 2:14). The consequences 
of the Incarnation are profound: “in all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God” (v.17); and: “in that he himself hath 
suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted.” (v.18) The condescension of God 
is wonderfully seen in the Incarnation, and there is 
therefore no need whatsoever to bring God ‘down to 
our level’.

Only when we grapple with the ‘deep things of God’ 
do we begin to marvel at the glory of his being and 
essence – and then marvel equally that the One who 
is self-existent, simple, immutable and without body, 
parts or passions, should, in the person of the Son, 
become man!

different respects. God is “simplicity in respect to 
essence, but Trinity in respect to persons.” (1.3.7.9) So 
there is no contradiction.

You may ask, does it all matter? Yes! As one writer 
tells us, a denial of God’s simplicity is so serious that it 
is tantamount to atheism!

3. Immutability
“I am the Lord, I change not” (Mal. 3:6)
If something is ‘immutable’, then it does not change and 
cannot change. Everything which is created changes all 
the time; God alone remains the same. By unchanging, 
we do not mean the same as frozen: rather that God is 
livingly unchangeable and perfectly blessed. And how 
much we need this particular truth concerning God!

Joel Beeke puts it this way: “God’s immutability is 
the point at which his eternity touches our mortality 
and gives us hope. We see this in the ‘prayer of the 
afflicted’ (Psalm 102, title). This suffering, lonely believer 
pours out his heart before the Lord because his life is 
disappearing ‘like smoke’, passing ‘like a shadow’, and 
withering ‘like grass’ (vv.3,11). ‘But thou, O Lord, shalt 
endure for ever’ (v.12).”

There is great comfort for the believer in the 
knowledge of God’s immutability, as seen in Malachi 
3:6: “I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed.” God’s everlasting covenant of 
grace with his sinful people! It is also seen at the end 
of Psalm 102: “But thou art the same, and thy years 
shall have no end. The children of thy servants shall 
continue, and their seed shall be established before 
thee.” (vv.27,28)

4. Anthropomorphism
An ‘anthropomorphism’ is when human characteristics 
are applied to something other than man. In the 
Bible God uses human language to describe himself 
to us. God is a spirit, without a body, yet he speaks 
of his ‘face’, ‘hands’, ‘feet’, etc. Various emotions are 
also ascribed to him (‘anthropopathisms’). This is 
where it is easy to go wrong. It does not need to be 
complicated, however, for “God is not a man, that he 
should lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent” (Num. 23:19).

John Calvin says very helpfully on this subject: “For 
who even of slight intelligence does not understand that, 
as nurses commonly do with infants, God is wont in a 
measure to ‘lisp’ in speaking to us? Thus such forms of 
speaking do not so much express clearly what God is 
like as accommodate the knowledge of him to our slight 
capacity. To do this he must descend far beneath his 
loftiness.” (Institutes, 1.13.1)

“As we have noted, 
our Confession 
clearly states that 
God is without 
passions.”
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“Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes 
of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” (Luke 18:10-13)

All false religion is based on merit, for example, 
relying upon the Law of Moses for salvation. In 
the history of these two men the whole world 

is comprehended; one is looking for merit because of 
his works and the other is looking for mercy because 
of his sins. Both needed mercy; the Pharisee did not 
accept this, the Publican did. The proud Pharisee is 
cast down, the cast down Publican is raised up (cf. 
Luke 1:51-53).

The Pharisee and his Prayer
The judgement of the law upon him was quite different 
from his own use of it to judge himself, Luke 16:15. 
By the law is the knowledge of sin; the Pharisee used 
the law to see everyone else’s sin, but not his own. 
He therefore had an optimistic view of his standing, 
which was not realistic. And in commending himself, 
the Pharisee made himself worse; he deepened his 
pride.

If the Word of God had not described these two we 
would have had a different view of them, because we 
would only hear and see the outward (Matt. 23:5), as 
the crowds did. Therefore, we are taught here that 
we cannot have a true judgement concerning others 
merely by appearances or reputation. The best of the 
Pharisees, Saul of Tarsus, was still not accepted by God 
while he continued to think of himself as “blameless” 
(Phil. 3:6). Without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Heb. 11:6), and Paul had no faith until he met Christ.

The Pharisee “prayed with himself”, flattered himself 
(Ps. 36:2). He commended his own righteousness only, 
not the righteousness of Christ (Rom. 10:4). He was 
“pure in his own eyes” (Prov.30:12), but he was not 
better than others; he was just a sinner like everyone 
else (Rom. 3:9). He did not come to seek mercy and 
was ignorant that he must first be righteous before he 

could do righteousness (1 John 2:29; 3:7). He did not 
accept that salvation is by a righteousness not our own 
but received by faith from God (Rom. 3:22), a covering 
for our shame (Ezek. 16:8). Christ did not fulfil the law 
for Himself (He had no need to) but for others.

The Publican and his Prayer
The Publican acknowledged that sin is the worst of 
things, and spoke against himself. Sin is contrary 
to God and he feels that the whole face of heaven is 
against him. It is hard to come to God with a sensibility 
of this, but there is encouragement to confess because 
of the revelation of pardon; pardon magnifies God’s 
mercy. If you feel a hardness of heart, such a confession 
can help restore a sense of sin.

The Publican beat upon his breast, because the 
source of sin is there; it is in his, and our, nature. 
There cannot be a true conviction of sin without a true 
knowledge of it and what it deserves. Beating upon our 
breast symbolises the conflict which also continues 
there in the life of the believer. Pardon of sin is 
necessary before sin can be overcome in its dominion 
and practice. In justification, something is taken away 
and something is added (power).

The Publican sought help from God; only He can 
help in a spiritual matter. And in seeking mercy he 
sought something apart from the law – there is no hope 
for mercy there (Heb. 10:28)! Unlike the Pharisee, he 
was enlightened to see his own lack of righteousness 
and his danger. He looked in faith to the sacrifice of 
propitiation by Christ, a sacrifice which was typified in 
the temple sacrifices.

The Publican stood “afar off”. This was not a contrived, 
artificial pose by the Publican; he sensed God’s majesty 
and his own unworthiness to approach. But he did 
approach – it was his only hope, that God would accept 
him, justify him, because of the work of Christ. His eyes 
were down; he was remembering (Ps. 40:12; 51:3). But 
also the eyes of faith were seeking his Advocate, One who 
never lost a case, no matter how hopeless the suppliant 
appeared. In accordance with Scripture, the words of his 
prayer were few, and to the point (Ecc. 5:1,2).

The Lessons
1. The Pharisee prayed in the Temple, but did not 

know Christ, to whom the Temple pointed (Isa. 1:3).

THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN
JOHN BUNYAN
(Summarised by Rev. James Clark)

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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PRACTICAL RELIGION / THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN

ONCE FOR ALL
ROBERT MACDONALD

(Robert MacDonald [1813-93] was latterly minister of 
North Leith Free Church, Edinburgh, and was Moderator 
of the 1882 Free Church General Assembly. This piece is 
taken from a book of daily readings entitled ‘From Day 
to Day’ which was published in 1879.)

The sacrifices under the law, being only types, 
though offered year by year continually, had 
no real atoning efficacy. Even as the continued 

application of many and varied medicines gives clear 
evidence of their powerlessness to heal, so the great 
variety of Old Testament sacrifices, and their frequent 
repetition, clearly manifested their utter inefficiency 
to take away guilt.

The True High Priest
When, however, in the fulness of time, the true High Priest 
appeared, the Lord Jesus Christ, with the true offering, 
all became changed. Nothing more was required; for 
when He Himself bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree, what He did was once for all, because His offering 
so fully met every demand of law and righteousness as 
to be all-sufficient for atoning and justifying ends.

His finished work on the cross, therefore, needs 
no additions on our part, and it is perilous to attempt 
them. What we have to do is simply to rest on the 
atonement already made, and to wear the robe of 
righteousness already woven, a robe offered freely, 
not to the worthy, but to the worthless, and lovingly 
pressed on their acceptance. It is from forgetting this 
that many have remained so long in spiritual darkness.

‘He came to save sinners’
“Many years ago, in a time of spiritual inquiry”, says 
Dr Moody Stuart, “a stranger, having an air of superior 
intelligence, called on me, in distress of mind. In 
speaking to her, I was brought to a stand by her 
thorough knowledge of the letter and doctrine of the 
Scriptures; and finding I could add no instruction, I 
asked no further questions, but briefly opened and 
pressed the words, ‘Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners’ (1 Tim. 1:15), and ended with prayer. 
While I was speaking, a stream of silent tears began to 
flow, and she looked relieved, but was silent.

A week after, she returned, with her face bright 
with joy, to tell me that she had found that peace with 
God which she had before been vainly seeking. I asked 
her, ‘Why did you weep when you left last day?’ ‘I wept 
for joy.’ ‘And what gave you the joy?’ ‘I saw, as you 
were speaking, that Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.’ ‘But you knew that before?’ ‘No.’ ‘Then what 
did you think?’ ‘I always thought that Jesus came into 
the world to save saints; and I wept for joy when I saw 
that He came to save sinners.’”

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation.” (Heb. 9:28)

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God....For by 
one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” (Heb. 10:12,14)

2. True prayer does not commend our own works 
but Christ’s.

3. A moral life is not a justified life; sanctification 
begins with justification, and not before.

4. A sense of sin is necessary for sanctification and 
growth in grace.

“So long as people are ignorant of the nature of the law, 
and of their being under it – that is, under the curse and 
condemning power of it, by reason of their sin against 
it – so long they will be careless, and negligent as to the 
inquiring after the true knowledge of the Gospel.”

“The word ‘law’ and the word ‘grace’, in this Sixth [chapter] 
of Romans, do hold forth the two covenants which all men 
are under; that is, either the one or the other.”

“The Law of God cannot be so contented, nor at the least 
give way, that the person offending that should escape the 
curse and not be damned, except someone do give a full and 
complete satisfaction to it for him, and bring the prisoner 
into another covenant – to wit, the Covenant of Grace, which 
is more easy, and soul-refreshing, and sin-pardoning.”

(From Bunyan’s ‘Doctrine of the Law and Grace Unfolded’)
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(A letter written by Rev. John Brown [1722-87] to his 
younger children shortly before his death. It has been 
edited.)

My Dear Children,
Believing that God has made with me, and 
with my seed after me, his everlasting 

covenant, to be a God to me and to my seed, I did, in 
your baptism and often since, and now do, before God 
and his angels, make a solemn surrender of you all into 
the hands of my God and my father’s God, and of the 
God of your mother, and her father’s God. And in the 
presence of that God, and as you shall answer at his 
second coming, I charge you to:

1) Learn diligently the principles of our Christian and 
Protestant religion from your catechisms and Confession 
of Faith, but especially from your Bible. God’s word has 
a light and life, a power and sweetness in it, which no 
other book has, and by it your souls must be quickened 
and live, or you must be damned forever. The more 
closely you press the words of the Bible to your own 
hearts, and pray, and think them over before God, you 
will find them the more powerful and pleasant.

2) Give yourselves to prayer. Jesus said, “Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 19:14) The Lord 
is good to them that seek him. He is the hearer of prayer, 
and therefore to him should all flesh come. The Lord, 
the father of the fatherless, takes a special pleasure in 
hearing the prayers of the fatherless young ones. Ask his 
direction in all your ways, and seek his blessing on your 
learning, and on whatever you do agreeable to his will.

3) Study earnestly to love, honour and obey your 
mother, and to be a comfort to her. Much trouble has 
she had in bringing you so far in the world, and much 
affection has she showed you. She has now a double 
charge and authority over you. For the Lord’s sake, 
do not dishonour her, nor break her heart, by your 
disobedience and graceless walk. Otherwise, the Lord’s 
dreadful curse will light upon you, and you will readily 
soon perish, for think what God has said: “A foolish son 
is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare 
him.” (Prov. 17.25)

4) Avoid, as plagues, every light, frivolous and 
wicked companion. Be not a disgrace to me, and cause 
of damnation to yourselves, by keeping company with 

idle talkers, swearers, drunkards or crude persons. 
There is scarcely anything which more and infallibly 
brings persons to misery in this world, or to hell in 
the next, than loose and trifling companions. “He that 
walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion 
of fools shall be destroyed.” (Prov. 13:20)

5) Give serious attention to the infinitely important 
concerns of your eternal salvation. Woe to you if, by your 
carelessness and wickedness, you thrust the grace of 
God out from among my posterity! Ah, my dear young 
children, shall I at the last day have to echo my Amen to 
Christ’s sentence of your eternal damnation! In order 
to stir up your concern about eternal things, let me 
implore you to read books such as Thomas Boston’s 
Human Nature in its Fourfold State, and Joseph Alleine’s 
An Alarm to the Unconverted; above all read the Book of 
Inspiration – the Bible.

6) Never seek conformity to the vain and vile fashions 
of this world. If you do, you disobey God, and risk the 
ruin of your own souls. “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind” (Rom. 12:2).

7) Never marry, nor take one step toward marriage, 
without much serious and solemn consultation of God, 
and patient waiting for his direction. For the Lord’s 
sake, let no beauty, likeability or wealth lure any of 
you into this dangerous snare, which may exclude the 
grace of God from your family, till the end of time.

8) If the Lord gives you families and children, bring 
them up for God. I have tried to point out your duty in 
this respect. “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord” 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” (Ps. 127:3)

9) Set the Lord always before you as your Saviour, 
witness, master, pattern and future judge. It is the 
command of God, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 
10:31)

10) Adhere constantly, warmly and honestly to the 
covenanted principles of the Church of Scotland. I fear 
a generation is rising which will endeavour to let slip 
these matters, as if they were ashamed to hold them 
fast, or even to speak of them. May the Lord forbid that 
any of you should ever enter this alliance against Jesus 
Christ and his cause!

This from a dying father and minister, and a witness 
for Christ.

YOUTH FOCUS

A CHARGE TO MY CHILDREN
JOHN BROWN OF HADDINGTON

September 202110
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Sixtieth Anniversary of Rev. John A. Gillies 
(Rev. Graeme Craig)

It was with a real sense of gratitude that the sixtieth 
anniversary of Rev. John A. Gillies was marked 
after the Inverness prayer meeting on 8th July. 

Ordained to the ministry in Prince Edward Island 
on 11th July 1961, Mr Gillies served there for a year 
until responding to a Call from the Glenurquhart 
congregation, where he served until 1969. Thereafter 
he ministered in Poolewe & Aultbea until 1981. His 
final period of pastoral service, in Partick Highland, 
Glasgow, was followed from 2000 by a more itinerant 
ministry. During these years Mr Gillies has remained a 
model of gracious, willing service to his Master.

In presenting Mr Gillies with a token of appreciation 
from friends throughout the Inverness and Southern 
Presbyteries, Rev. Graeme Craig, Moderator of the 
Southern Presbytery, commented on Mr Gillies’s 
gentle, sympathetic, faithful example over the years. 
Despite much pressure, Mr Gillies had, alongside 
the late Rev. Hugh Ferrier, held firm to the Church’s 
principles and the importance of Biblical discipline 
during the difficulties leading to the division of 2000, 
and had given credibility to the FC(C) in her claims 
that conscience bound her to take a stand for truth 
and righteousness. People knew there was a problem 
if these men were expressing concerns. Mr Gillies had 
stressed at the time that a true Free Churchman does 
not walk away from the Church: he stays and fights his 
ground until the Church changes her constitution (and 
so becomes a different Church) or he is put out. Having 
paid tribute to Mr Gillies’ late wife, Mr Craig expressed 
his joy at hearing of Mr Gillies once more resuming 
preaching.

In his reply, Mr Gillies sought to edify the friends 
present with some reflections on the history of the 
reformed Church in Scotland. We were reminded 
that we should not be insular; there is one Church of 
Christ. We must remain committed to the truth and to 
Christ. We have much to rejoice in when we look back 
in Church history and when we look forward with 
hope. He referred to Rev. Roderick MacLeod of Snizort 
(Maighstir Ruairidh), who was a Commissioner to the 
General Assembly in 1843, and how his wife had said 
that she would rather hear of the death of her husband 
than his denying his Lord and Saviour (and so failing 
to take a stand for the crown rights of Christ at the 
Disruption). Mr Gillies spoke of his own mother often 
saying that they should remember that in the Church 
union crisis of 1900 not one Minister who was an 
islander stood with the Free Church: all those who did 
were mainlanders.

CHURCH NEWS
Reference was also made to the many conversions 

and blessings during the ministry of Dr MacDonald at 
Ferintosh, and of how this had troubled Mrs Calder, his 
predecessor’s widow. MacDonald responded to Mrs 
Calder’s concerns by stating: “It takes a skilled man 
to do the sowing; but any man can do the harrowing.” 
In his own eyes MacDonald was but a harrower, 
covering over the good seed of the word skilfully 
sown by Mr Calder. How often both preachers and 
hearers forget such lessons! As Paul could say, “I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” 
(1 Cor. 3:6)

Before concluding, Mr Gillies spoke of his late 
wife and reminded us that ministers’ wives have 
to endure much, especially feeling the pain of 
any criticism of their husbands. How we should 
remember them! He then encouraged us to go on in 
faithfully holding forth the blessed Gospel of Christ 
to a needy world.

The presentation was brought to a conclusion by the 
singing of Psalm 71:14-19 and prayer. In thanking the 
Lord for the gift of Mr Gillies to His Church, our prayer 
is that the Lord will continue to make him useful in the 
work of the Kingdom.

North Korea: Desperate for a Breakthrough 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 16 June 2020 the North Korean regime 
severed communications with the South. Now, 
however, cross-border communication has 

been restored. On 27 July 2021, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un and South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
spoke by phone. The leaders, who had been exchanging 
letters since April, are eager to recover trust and 
improve ties. The rapprochement comes as NK faces 
its most severe crisis in decades. In January 2020, NK 
sealed its border with China to prevent the entrance 
of Covid-19. Today, NKs are dying; not of Covid, but of 
starvation and other diseases as their stores of food 
and medicines run out. Society is breaking down, 
prisons are filling up, and officials who criticise regime 
policy are being purged and executed. Please pray for 
NK and her remnant Church. 

Quote

“Christ has pledged the exercise of His power, 
the communication of His grace, the aid of 
His intercession on behalf of all His true 

disciples. Not one of these shall utterly backslide, not 
one shall finally fall, not one shall eternally be lost. His 
promise is, ‘THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH.’”
Octavius Winslow
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AROUND THE CHURCH

LOCHALSH & STRATH
REV. JAMES MACINNES

As a congregation, we in Lochalsh & Strath are 
thankful to the Lord for his faithful mercy in 
sustaining and encouraging us over the years. 

The present minister, Rev. James MacInnes, was 
inducted into the congregation in 2012, following the 
move of Rev. Graeme Craig (now in Ayr) to Stornoway.

Wide District
We comprise a small number of people over a large 
area of the West Highlands and the southern part of 
the Isle of Skye. Because of the distances involved, 
ordinarily services are conducted, each Lord’s Day, at 
three separate locations, and it is only at communion 
seasons that we are all together. Only the minister 
(and some of his family) would be present at all three 
services, which involves almost 100 miles of travel. 
However, as a result of Coronavirus, it is only possible 
to use the church in Ardelve, the village halls in 
Broadford and Corran not being so readily adaptable.

This has resulted in a dependence upon electronic 
ministry, which brings its own challenges in an area 
where mobile phone reception and broadband quality 
are not always good. Despite these difficulties, the 
electronic services have made it possible for others 
to join with the congregation in worship, and it is 
particularly encouraging to know that there are some 
in the community (as well as further afield) who have 
been interested to follow the services. Please pray that 
some of these ‘other hearers’ might have the courage 
and conviction to join publicly in the worship of God.

Encouragements
The scenery is spectacular and the local history 
fascinating, with Pictish brochs (circular stone towers) 
and Viking castles, and many people visit each year 
in pursuit of the romance and adventure of clan feuds 
and Jacobite risings. There can be some visitors to our 
services as a consequence – but sadly, just like the local 
community, few seem concerned about eternal realities 
and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In previous generations the various communities 
enjoyed much of God’s rich mercy, and the district 
from which the congregation is gathered would have 
been served by seven different ministries. But God is 
faithful, and although we are a small congregation, with 
around thirty actively attending services, there have 
been encouragements in that this total includes some 
who have begun attending over recent years; we pray 
that many others will follow. Before the Coronavirus 
lockdown, a monthly Bible study held in the manse was a 
time of encouragement, with many helpful contributions 
made, even by some who initially had been shy and 
reluctant to get involved.

Elders
The congregation is blessed with two local elders, Willie 
MacKenzie in Arnisdale and Donald Robertson, who 
while based in Kyleakin, is often preaching in other 
congregations. Mr Robertson is the church’s Resident Lay 
Agent – a somewhat obscure title for an important work, 
which is specifically intended to provide preaching and 
pastoral care for vacant congregations – though Mr 
Robertson also regularly assists in congregations with a 
settled ministry.  

Rev. James MacInnes

Mr William MacKenzie, 
Elder

Mr Donald Robertson, 
Elder
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MISSIONS

HUDSON TAYLOR MINISTRIES
REV. WILLIAM MACLEOD

The work of Hudson Taylor Ministries continues, 
but more behind the scenes than previously. 
President Xi Jinping wishes to control the church 

in China and make it an organ for the promotion of 
Communism. He fears that the church is too successful 
and powerful, having grown too much. He wishes to 
‘Sinicise’ the church, removing its links with foreign 
churches and giving it a Chinese character.

Visible signs of churches, such as crosses, have been 
removed. A new Bible version has been produced, 
supporting Communism. Churches have been required to 
remove plaques with the Ten Commandments and replace 
them with sayings of Chairman Mao or Xi Jinping himself. 
Some ministers, such as Pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain 
Church, have been imprisoned, and others harassed. 
Covid-19 has been used as an excuse for closing churches.

A Growing Work
We can find this discouraging, but we know that when 
the church is persecuted, it grows most. The church in 
China grew far more in the ten years of the Cultural 
Revolution (1966-1976), when all churches were 
closed, Bibles burnt, and pastors either executed or 
imprisoned, than in the hundred years and more of 
missionary activity prior to that. God reigns, and He 
is working out His purposes for the church in China: 
President Xi is in His hand and will carry out God’s 
plan for the good of His church in that great land.

Because of the increasing restrictions, the difficulty 
of getting visas and the surveillance of local Christians, 
it has been necessary for us to stop visits from Scottish 
ministers to conduct teaching and training sessions for 
Chinese pastors and house church leaders. That does not 
mean the end of our work in China; the work has actually 
been growing, but developing into different areas.

Translating Books
We continue to translate books into Chinese. Sadly 
several thousand copies of a recently translated book 
printed in China were discovered and seized by the 
authorities, and the printer and his wife imprisoned. 
Now the books are being printed outside China. One 
such book is the very useful Matthew Henry Study 
Bible: thousands of copies have been printed in Italy 
and distributed to Chinese Christians around the 
world; ways are being found to get them into China.

Hudson Taylor UK is financing the translation into 
Chinese of William S. Plumer’s Hints and Helps in 

Pastoral Theology. In this work this fine nineteenth-
century American author, whose commentary on 
Psalms has been published by the Banner of Truth 
Trust, deals with many practical matters regarding the 
ministry that will assist church leaders, lay preachers 
and those aspiring to this work.

John Knox Institute
Increasingly our emphasis is on using the Internet 
to reach into China. The John Knox Institute website 
has been established, with the aim of making biblical 
and theological instruction available. Thirty video 
lectures by Rev. Rob McCurley of Greenville FC(C) deal 
with the History of Redemption. There are also video 
lectures by ministers from other churches on the Ten 
Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the Beatitudes, etc.

We are preparing and recording a series of seven 
lectures by Rev. Andrew Allan (Partick) on the 
‘Seven Sayings of Christ on the Cross’. Mr McCurley is 
recording lectures on Systematic Theology: the first two 
modules on Prolegomena (Doctrine of First Principles) 
and Theology Proper (Doctrine of God) have been 
completed. The lectures are available in English, Spanish 
and Korean, as well as Chinese. This excellent material 
is found at www.johnknoxinstitute.org.

Sermons on Gospel of John
One request recently received was for a long series 
of sermons on the Gospel of John. I had finished 
such a series in Knightswood a few years ago, so it 
was decided to use it. As I preached through John I 
struggled at times, yet I persevered, little knowing that 
these sermons were destined to have a much wider 
audience. There are around 130 sermons. Two ladies 
from our American congregations, Juanita Vernon and 
Sheila West, download them from the Sermon Audio 
website and transcribe them; they are then sent to 
my wife for editing, and I then do a final edit and we 
send them to China to be translated into Chinese. The 
sermons will then be recorded and podcast. There is 
a great interest in China in listening to such podcasts.

Prayer
Other works are ongoing, but publicising them is 
difficult. Remember Hudson Taylor Ministries in your 
prayers. The fields are white unto harvest. The enemy 
is powerful and cruel, but He that is with us is greater 
than he that is with them (2 Kings 6:16).

http://www.johnknoxinstitute.org


September 202114

VACCINATION PASSPORTS

A challenge for the Church

For some months there has been a conversation 
in the UK regarding the need for vaccination 
‘passports’ during the ongoing Coronavirus 

pandemic. China and Israel already have Covid passports 
in one form or another, and the EU is introducing one. 
An ‘NHS Covid Pass’ in England, and equivalents in other 
parts of the UK, enables travellers who have received 
both of the recommended Covid vaccine doses to avoid 
quarantine when returning from certain countries.

There are now moves in England to make Covid 
passports a legal requirement for entering “higher risk” 
settings from the end of September. Nightclubs are in 
view here, but could they be required for attending 
church also? At the end of July the ‘Minister for Faith’, 
Lord Greenhalgh, denied this. The First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said recently that the Scottish Government 
was considering “the possible, albeit limited, use of 
Covid status certification for access to certain higher 
risk venues in future.”

If Covid passports were to be required for attending 
public worship, it would be an alarming development. 
First, it would create an unbiblical restriction on 
attendance at public worship. Second, the state would 
effectively be determining who may publicly worship 
God and who may not. Third, it would create an 
unwarranted division within the Christian community 
between the vaccinated and the unvaccinated, with the 
one being seen as good and the other as bad, depending 
upon the viewpoint.

We must be clear, therefore, that neither the state 
nor the Church possesses the power to police or 
discriminate between Christians upon such a carnal 
principle as vaccination. The Church must not make 
vaccination (or non-vaccination) a requirement for 
attendance at public worship, and neither must it add 
it to what is required for a profession of faith, making 
it a condition of Church membership. 

What we are seeing is fragmentation within the Church 
over public worship. First this fragmentation was over the 
virus and whether congregations should continue to meet 
in person. Next it was over the use of face masks and hand 
sanitisers in places of worship. Then it was over returning 
to public worship at the end of the lockdowns. After this 
came the question of whether to hold Communions, and 
now we may be faced with the challenge of vaccinations. 
It is essential that the Church is clear regarding the way 
forward. No man-made stipulation can be allowed to 
become a term for attending public worship. Sessions 
and Presbyteries must stand firm upon this.

CLIMATE RELIGION

Beware of false prophets

According to a report in the English Churchman 
(13th August), Rowan Williams, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, has compared the 

eighteen-year-old Swedish climate activist Greta 
Thunberg to Jeremiah. Williams was speaking at an 
ecumenical conference in Norway in July via Zoom. 
Following a Bible study on the Old Testament prophet, 
he was asked about modern examples of prophetic 
living, and replied: “God has raised up a prophet in 
Greta Thunberg in a way that no one could predict. 
She has said things that no one else could have said. 
Thank God for her!” He claimed that, like Jeremiah, she 
roused the spiritually slumbering.

It is shameful (but sadly not surprising) that a 
leading churchman should voice such misguided 
views, and give credence to what has effectively 
become an alternative form of belief to Christianity. 
The central ‘dogma’ of this new religion is that a 
permanent alteration to the earth’s climate is taking 
place, and that man’s activities are responsible for 
this, especially the ‘sin’ of burning fossil fuels. Ever-
increasing temperatures are leading to an ‘apocalypse’, 
and we must ‘save’ ourselves and the other species on 
the globe before it is too late. A ‘prophet’ has appeared, 
proclaiming this message and calling us to ‘repent’ of 
our present way of life.

When this climate theory is examined, a lot of it seems 
to be speculative. It makes many impressive assertions, 
but is short on actual facts. Climate fluctuation is evident 
from historical records, but there is no proof of a recent, 
fixed change. Most significant of all, the theory clashes 
with the teaching of Scripture, which tells us that the 
end of the world will be God’s doing, not man’s. By God’s 
powerful word, the heavens and the earth are “kept in 
store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment”; 
this great conflagration, which will dissolve the present 
creation, will take place at our Lord’s return, and will 
usher in “new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Pet. 3:7,10-13)

No climate ‘prophet’ will tell you that. Rousing the 
spiritually slumbering should be the aim of gospel 
ministers, who are to warn sinners to flee, not from 
rising sea levels but from the wrath to come. If churches 
attach greater importance to saving the planet than to 
saving souls, those who attend them will hear nothing 
to awaken them to real spiritual concern. Sadly the 
Lord has so withdrawn His blessing from us that even 
in churches where the truth is preached, many sleep 
on in their sins.

COMMENT
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In our day we long for a religious revival. The study 
of George Whitefield is for this reason inspirational. 
He saw wonderful blessing both in Britain and 

America.
Whitefield was born in 1714 at Gloucester. He was 

the greatest preacher ever born in England. Up to the 
age of fifteen he was far from religious. At school he 
learned some Latin and showed evidence of a good 
memory. At the age of eighteen he entered Oxford 
University and belonged to Pembroke College. Here he 
met John and Charles Wesley.

Ordination and Opposition
He read Henry Scougal’s The Life of God in the Soul 
of Man, Richard Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted, and 
other good books. Matthew Henry’s Commentary was 
a help to him as he read the Bible, which he deeply 
loved. He now had sound religious doctrine. He was 
truly converted to Christ as Saviour of his soul. In 1736, 
at the age of twenty-two, Whitefield was ordained to 
the ministry of the Church of England. His first sermon 
was preached in his hometown of Gloucester. A large 
number came to hear him, and his message struck 
home to the hearers. It was complained that he “drove 
fifteen people mad” in this sermon!

Whitefield now went to Oxford to get his BA degree 
and began his preaching ministry in London. Great 
numbers came to hear him. The Wesley brothers 
encouraged him to go to America and he sailed there 
in 1737 to assist in an orphan home. He returned to 
England in 1738, and found that his fellow-ministers 
were against him: they disliked the doctrine of the new 
birth which he preached! He was now, and in future 
years of his life, unpopular in the eyes of the Church 
of England clergy. He began to preach outdoors, his 
first attempt being in 1739 at Kingswood, near Bristol, 
when about a hundred colliers heard him. Before long 
some thousands came. Hundreds of these colliers were 
deeply convicted, and tears of repentance washed 
coal dirt off their faces! Whitefield was amazed to see 

thousands affected by the gospel which he preached.

Open-air Ministry
In April 1739 he went to London and preached in 
the open air. While he was offering up prayer, church 
wardens came and demanded to see his licence for 
preaching in London. Whitefield was preaching that 
day for the vicar of Islington, who was his friend. At 
that date he had no such licence, and so he had to 
go outside, where he preached in the churchyard. 
His remarkable open-air ministry had now truly 
begun. On 29th April he preached to a great crowd at 
Moorfields in south London, and later the same day to 
about thirty thousand at Kennington Common. In the 
following weeks and months he preached to similarly 
large numbers in areas around London. His message of 
repentance and faith in Christ came home powerfully 
to thousands of people who had no previous gospel 
teaching. Sadly, the Church of England was too formal 
to appreciate the importance of Whitefield’s powerful 
gospel preaching. He loved the Church, but the Church 
did not love him.

From 1739 until 
his death in 1770, 
George Whitefield 
was richly blessed 
in his ministry. For 
thirty-one years he 
travelled to many 
places in England, 
Wales and Scotland 
to bring the blessed 
gospel of Christ to 
dying sinners. He 
came to Scotland 
fourteen times and 
was loved by the 
people. It is thought 
that in the thirty-
four years of his 

CHURCH HISTORY

THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD

REV. MAURICE J. ROBERTS

George Whitefield



September 202116 September 202116

CHURCH HISTORY / THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF GEORGE WHITEFIELD

ministry he preached publicly 18,000 times. Whitefield 
crossed seven times to America and preached there to 
thousands in New York and elsewhere. He was twice in 
Ireland and was almost murdered in Dublin by those 
who hated his gospel. In England he preached in just 
about every county. In London he preached regularly 
at the Tabernacle in Tottenham Court Road, which was 
built specially for him. He preached about thirteen 
sermons a week, in addition to carrying out a large 
correspondence with people all over the world! He 
was married once; he and his wife had one son who 
died when only a few months old.

Death and Legacy
Whitefield died suddenly at Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, on 29th September 1770, at the age 
of fifty-six. On the previous day he had set out to ride 
on horseback from Portsmouth in New Hampshire, to 
preach at Newburyport the next day. On the way he was 
urged to preach at a place called Exeter. Though feeling 
very frail he agreed. He looked up and said, “Lord 
Jesus, I am weary in Thy work, but not of Thy work....
Let me go and speak for Thee once more.” He preached 
for nearly two hours on the text 2 Corinthians 13:5: 
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith...”. 
After the sermon he referred to the heavenly rest for 
God’s people and said: “How willingly would I live for 
ever to preach Christ. But I die to be with Him.”

After the sermon Whitefield rode to Newburyport. 
He took his supper early and went upstairs. Tradition 
says that he held a lighted candle in his hand. He 
turned round to speak to the friends who watched him 
go upstairs. He was stirred to speak at length to them 
and went on speaking till the candle burned out! He 
entered the bedroom and had a fit of asthma. Before 
six o’clock next morning he had passed away. He was 
buried in a vault underneath the pulpit of the church 
where he had agreed to preach.

George Whitefield was an outstanding preacher of 
the Word of God. Thousands came to a knowledge of 
Christ as Saviour through his faithful gospel labours. O 
that God would raise up other evangelists like him! O 
that God would graciously revive His work again and 
draw thousands to a saving knowledge of our blessed 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Below is a lightly-edited part of the sermon preached by 
George Whitefield at Kennington Common on 29th April 
1739. The sermon was taken from Matthew 22:42 and 
entitled ‘What think ye of Christ?’

“What think you then, if I tell you, that you are to 
be justified freely through faith in Jesus Christ, without 
any regard to any work or fitness foreseen in us at all? 
For salvation is the free gift of God. I know no fitness 
in man, but a fitness to be cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone for ever. Our righteousnesses, in God’s 
sight, are but as filthy rags; he cannot away with them. 
Our holiness, if we have any, is not the cause, but the 
effect of our justification in God’s sight. ‘We love him, 
because he first loved us.’ (1 John 4:19)

We must not come to God as the proud Pharisee 
did, bringing in as it were a reckoning of our services; 
we must come in the temper and language of the poor 
Publican, smiting upon our breasts, and saying, ‘God be 
merciful to me a sinner’ (Luke 18:13), for Jesus Christ 
justifies us whilst we are ungodly. He came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. The poor in 
spirit only, they who are willing to go out of themselves, 
and rely wholly on the righteousness of another, are 
so blessed as to be members of his kingdom. The 
righteousness, the whole righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
is to be imputed to us, instead of our own: ‘for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace’; ‘and as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be on them’ (Rom. 6:14; Gal. 
6:16); for they, and they only are the true Israel of God.

In the great work of man’s redemption, boasting is 
entirely excluded; which could not be, if only one of our 
works was to be joined with the merits of Christ. Our 
salvation is all of God, from the beginning to the end; 
it is not of works, lest any man should boast. Man has 
no hand in it: it is Christ who is to be made to us of God 
the Father, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
eternal redemption. His active as well as his passive 
obedience, is to be applied to poor sinners. He has 
fulfilled all righteousness in our stead, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in him.

All we have to do, is to lay hold on this righteousness 
by faith; and the very moment we do apprehend it by 
a lively faith, that very moment we may be assured, 
that the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed us from all 
sin. ‘For the promise is unto you, and to your children...
even as many as the Lord our God shall call.’ (Acts 
2:39) If we and our whole houses believe, we shall 
be saved as well as the jailer and his house; for the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ is an everlasting, as well 
as a perfect righteousness. It is as effectual to all who 
believe in him now, as formerly; and so it will be, till 
time shall be no more.”

“O that God would 
raise up other 
evangelists like him!”
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(family, workplace, congregation and neighbours) are 
in conflict? We are taken to Psalm 120:5 (September 
29).

A marker ribbon and Scripture Index make this an 
enduring resource. Highly recommended. [Two readings 
from this volume are found on page 5 of this issue.]
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

Messages from Captivity – 
Sermons from Ezekiel 1-24
Allan W. MacColl, Ettrick 
Press, pbk, 176pp, £8.50

Full lockdown had just 
recommenced when 
I began reading this 

book, which put me into a 
similar context Mr MacColl’s 
congregation found themselves 
in when they received these 
written sermons during the 
first lockdown. He embarked on a series based on 
the first 24 chapters of Ezekiel’s prophecy. In turn 
this volume was produced, seeing that Ezekiel’s early 
chapters are relevant to our situation today.

Each sermon is well-structured and has well-defined 
headings and subheadings, making it an easy read. The 
sermons are also a good length, so that if you find a 
little time during the day you can pick up the book and 
read a sermon, and you will benefit from it. The author 
chooses his texts wisely, enabling him to cover various 
topics and make appropriate applications as he goes 
on. He touches on a range of subjects, from idolatry 
(p.48) and backsliding (p.92) to responsibility (p.122) 
and sheltering under the blood of Christ (p.69). There 
are also whole sermons on restoration, pride and 
humility, the severity of sin and the love of God. A lot 
of his exhortations come in the form of very direct 
questions, whether they be to the professing Christian, 
“Are you getting a sweet-smelling savour from Christ?” 
(p.143) or to the unconverted, “Will you join with the 
dying thief, who took Christ to be his king when all the 
world had despised and rejected him?” (p.111)

I would recommend this book, as it is an engaging 
read. There is something here for everyone, from the 
preacher to the unbeliever, and the themes Mr MacColl 
brings out are relevant in the areas of church and state 
today. Although it is not explicitly mentioned on the 
front or back covers, the current Covid situation is 
the issue people will have in their minds should they 
read this book. The introduction mentions the current 
political climate, and that you can draw subtle parallels 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Daily Readings for Troubled Minds
James Clark, hbk, 372pp, £7.50. Available from 
Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson Books 
or direct from the author at Westhill Free Church 
(Continuing), Inverness.

This volume contains 366 daily readings 
compiled from readings previously published in 
pamphlet form. Several aspects make it worth 

commending. Those who are weary and weak find 
reading itself difficult. What Clark has done is to state 
what is essential in a concise manner, so that core 
truths are presented in an easy style combined with a 
pastoral purpose. Two or three paragraphs in a larger 
typeface make reading easy. 

As for the content, there are so many wonderful 
examples that this review cannot possibly do it justice. 
As believers get older, they often find their physical 
strength going, but, as Clark reminds us, the Christian 
life is not a sprint but a marathon. This is where faith is 
tested, but God’s strength is not measured by worldly 
standards. In the reading on Jeremiah 12:5 (May 25), 
Clark writes: “At the Red Sea Pharaoh had horses, but 
God said to His people, ‘Go forward’, and He Himself 
dealt with the horses!”

We are reminded from Psalm 77:7-9 (May 27) how 
the devil tries to drive people to despair along the road 
of unbelief. Clark draws us to those comforting words 
of Malachi, “I am the Lord, I change not”. But he also 
exhorts us to “steer a course between presumption 
(Antinomianism) and despair (Legalism); these are 
rocks on either side, and many a vessel has had a scrape 
or two before it reaches the haven. But the ‘scrapes’ 
are good reminders of God’s faithful and preserving 
power in ‘this my infirmity’ (v.10).”

Clark covers the complete range of moods, 
feelings and thoughts of believers, so that we have a 

comprehensive cabinet of 
spiritual medication for every 
condition. Discouragement, 
mistakes and their 
consequences, anxiety, regrets 
and many other troubles are 
dealt with. For example, what 
do we do when life goes to 
pieces? Clark has a suitable 
remedy – a meditation on 
Psalm 31:12 (September 7). 
What if all four areas of our life 

BOOK 
REVIEWS



BOOK REVIEWS

September 202118

between Ezekiel’s day and the issues surrounding us 
today. The reader might be expecting to get a fair bit 
of application regarding the pandemic and the reasons 
the Lord has for bringing it upon us (there is material 
there on the subject), but you don’t get the feeling that 
it is the underlying topic under discussion. Of course, 
this isn’t necessarily a bad thing, as it could lend to 
the book longevity and further relevance when, God 
willing, the coronavirus pandemic is in the past.
Kevin N. MacDonald (Scalpay)

Walking in the Light
Hugh M. Cartwright, Ettrick 
Press, hbk, 255pp, £14.00

This is a most attractive 
little volume, a neat 
white hardback with 

a beautiful watercolour on 
the cover of the Edinburgh 
Free Presbyterian Church 
on Gilmore Place. This was 
where the author ministered 

from 1998 until his death in 2011, though most of 
our readers will remember him better from his prior 
decades of ministry in the Free Church. The book 
consists of selected prayer meeting addresses from his 
Edinburgh ministry.

The book is a tribute both to fine preaching and to 
fine listening, as remarkably it is entirely composed 
of the notes of a hearer, Mrs Catherine Hyde. Mr 
Cartwright’s midweek addresses were not recorded, 
and so survive only in this format. It may not sound 
a very promising basis for a book, but Mrs Hyde’s 
notes are coherent and full, and clearly give the main 
substance of each address, albeit in concise form.

Some of the addresses are selected from series: 
for example, seven addresses consider the Gospel as 
found in Galatians, with particular application to the 
life of the believer. There is valuable practical teaching 
here, for example: “Having crucified the flesh doesn’t 
mean we have no sin – the question is, what are we 
doing with our sin? And especially, are we taking it 
to Christ? Nothing destroys sin like faith’s view of a 
crucified Christ. The cross is the sharpest instrument 
to use in the battle with our own corruption.” (p.57)

Valuable short series consider self-examination 
and assurance, and there is a longer one on the 
Christian walk from Ephesians 4 and 5. Several distinct 
addresses are also included, offering real gems of 
encouragement, for example from Psalm 27:13: “If 
we are believers, then we can be sure that whatever 
is in the future for us, it is a manifestation of God’s 
perfection and God’s kindness and God’s love.” (p.237)

These are helpful, careful and warm little addresses, 
short enough in this format to be read as a daily 
devotional over a month or so. The book is highly 
recommended.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

An Ark for All God’s Noahs 
in a Gloomy Stormy Day
Thomas Brooks, Banner 
of Truth Trust, pbk, 
261pp, £6.25

This book is a treasure 
trove of encouragement 
for the Christian in 

challenging times. Taking as 
his primary text Lamentations 
3:24, “The Lord is my portion, 
saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him”, the writer 
squeezes everything out of it to demonstrate “this 
sweet and blessed truth”, and to show us, “First, “What 
a portion the Lord is to his saints, to his gracious ones; 
and, Secondly, The reasons or grounds whereupon the 
saints have laid claim to God as their portion.”

Brooks was no stranger to difficulty. Living through 
outbreaks of the plague and the first Civil war in England, 
and being found guilty under the Act of Uniformity in 
1662, he was most definitely in a position to help others 
weather stormy days by taking God as their portion.

The book is made up of three sections: 1. What a 
portion God is; 2. Grounds of title unto God as a portion; 
3. Improvement of the truth that God is a portion. Whilst 
all of the text is fruitful, the final section may be the most 
useful to the Christian, particularly after the year that 
we have had. In one part of the final section, Brooks 
teaches us that we ought to be content with our present 
condition and unpacks part of Hebrews 13:5, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” He explains: “There 
are five negatives in the Greek, ‘I will not, not, not, not, 
not, leave thee nor forsake thee’. He goes on to point out: 
“What does this unparalleled gemination [repetition]...
import but this, ‘I will ever, ever, ever, yea and for ever 
and ever take care of thee, and look after thee, and be 
mindful of thee.” This is a wonderfully encouraging way 
to show God’s people what a portion God is.

Not content with encouraging the saints, Brooks 
also has a section to minister to the unconverted and 
how they might make God their portion, as well as 
answering any objections they might have. The book 
is crammed full of illustrations, examples and many 
other scripture texts supporting the fact that “All true 
comfort and happiness is only to be found in having an 
all-sufficient God for your portion.”
Stuart Mackay (Ayr)
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
September     October    November
5    Portree     3    Ayr, Greenville, Snizort  7    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, 
12  Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay  10  Cross, St Louis          Kilmorack & Strathglass
19  Glasgow–Knightswood,     17  Ballyclare & Doagh  14  Aberdeen, Tarbat
       Kilmuir & Stenscholl, Scalpay Harris  24  Atlanta, Knock & Point,   21  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
26  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath,          Poolewe & Aultbea  28  Kiltearn 
       Mebane      31  Glasgow–Partick (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”

Psalm 124:8
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