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The Bible records an occasion when the Lord 
Jesus was in the temple at Jerusalem, during one 
of the feasts (John 10:22). The Jews gathered 

around Him, questioning His claim to be the Messiah 
and demanding that He explain Himself. His response 
included the statement, “I and my Father are one.” 
(v.30) This assertion of His Divine Sonship so enraged 
the Jews that they threatened to stone Him to death, 
but His hour was not yet come.

Obviously, these Jews did not believe in Jesus, like 
so many people since. But why did they not believe in 
Him? The answer is found in Christ’s striking saying, 
“Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep” (v.26). 
No doubt many would prefer that these words were 
the other way round and that Christ had said, “Ye are 
not of my sheep, because ye believe not”, but that is not 
what is written. It is the same when we read of Paul 
and Barnabas preaching to the Gentiles in Antioch: “as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed” (Acts 
13:48): not, “as many as believed were ordained to 
eternal life”.

Election
Christ was referring to the truth of election. Many 
maintain that salvation is ultimately in the hands of 
the individual: some decide to follow Christ while 
others choose not to do so, preferring the pleasures 
of sin. But there is a ‘belonging’ to Christ which comes 
before believing in Christ. Jesus said that His sheep 
were given to Him by the Father (John 10:29). In His 
eternal election, God sovereignly chose a definite 
number of poor, unworthy, hell-deserving individuals 
to salvation, passing by others and leaving them to the 
consequence of their sins. These elect sinners are the 
flock of which Christ is the Shepherd, and for which He 
gave His life (v.11).

Election becomes evident under the gospel, in 
conversion to Christ. While election determines faith 
and holiness, preceding them both, this does not 
mean that we must know our election before we may 
exercise faith in Christ. The gospel does not invite us 
to look within ourselves for anything: it exhorts us to 
look to Christ for everything, even for “wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 
Cor. 1:30)! So John the Baptist, seeing Jesus, declared 

to his disciples, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) It is only after 
we have believed in Christ that we may discover our 
election. To whom did Peter say, “give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure”? It was to those who 
were already of “like precious faith” with the apostles, 
and who were to “add to [their] faith” the other graces 
of the Christian life (2 Pet. 1:1,5,10).

Grace
Divine election is unconditional, for it is “the election 
of grace” (Rom. 11:5). The apostle Paul is the perfect 
example of salvation by grace alone. As Saul of Tarsus, 
his mind was enmity against Christ and His cause. He 
had no thought of turning to Christ, yet the Saviour met 
him and transformed him so that he became a preacher 
of the faith which once he destroyed (Gal. 1:23). Did 
he attribute his salvation to an act of his willpower, or 
some worthy quality he possessed? No! He gave the 
glory to God, “who separated me from my mother’s 
womb, and called me by his grace” (Gal. 1:15). If we are 
true Christians, we gladly say with Paul, “by the grace 
of God I am what I am” (1 Cor. 15:10).

It is never the case that there are those who want 
to be saved from their sins, but cannot be, because 
they are not of the elect. If such a desire is present, it 
will certainly be fulfilled, for God’s grace is at work in 
such individuals. We all need to have our sins forgiven, 
and there is only one way to obtain God’s pardon – by 
coming to Christ for righteousness and forsaking all 
our sins – yet without grace, no sinner will be willing to 
be saved on these humbling terms. We have wonderful 
encouragement in Christ’s words, “him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37), yet we 
also note the first part of the verse: “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me”.

Marks
How may Christ’s sheep be known? A farmer gives his 
sheep a mark or marks to show that they are his; it may 
be a burn on the horn, a notch or tag in the ear, or some 
paint on the fleece, often on the back. Interestingly, 
because of the location of these marks, the individual 
sheep can see them on the rest of the flock, but not 
without some difficulty on themselves; perhaps they 

EDITORIAL

CHRIST’S BELOVED SHEEP



can just about see a mark on their own fleece. The 
Lord’s people are often like that: they recognise grace 
in the lives of their fellow believers more easily than 
they do in their own. It is even possible for some 
Christians to walk in darkness and have no light for a 
time (Isa. 50:10), wondering whether they have ever 
really been converted.

To help such, and to make things clear to all, Christ 
pointed out two great marks of His sheep. “My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.” (John 10:27,28)

Attentive
Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice.” They are 
attentive to Him. We hear Christ’s voice in the 
Scriptures, whether read or preached; it is there that 
He speaks to our souls by His Spirit. Christ calls His 
people by name, and in such love, grace and power 
that they know Him to be the Redeemer they need 
and come willingly to Him for salvation. As believers, 
the Bible generally speaks to us as the Lord spoke 
to Elijah in the cave, with “a still small voice” (1 
Kings 19:12). There is no great drama, but there is 
an unmistakeable authority. The Scriptures must be 
listened to attentively, and to search them profitably 
we must be alone with God. “Here we learn to apply 
ourselves wholly to the word, and the word wholly to 
us.” (Charles Bridges)

We are not to make the mistake of listening out for 
an audible voice or expecting the Lord to communicate 
His will to us separately from His written word. We 
have probably come across people who say that the 
Lord has revealed to them this thing and that thing, and 
yet what they are talking about is quite unscriptural: 
there is the man who insists that God has given him 
new teaching for the church, and the woman who 
claims that God has called her to preach the gospel. 
The attitude of Christ’s sheep is always: “To the law 
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isa. 
8:20) A steadfast refusal to be subject to Scripture is 

evidence of a lack of grace; “the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:14).

Obedient
Jesus also says of His sheep, “they follow me.” They are 
obedient to Him. This is the essence of discipleship. All 
our knowledge of the Bible, our spiritual experience, 
our duties and activities, mean nothing unless we are 
actually following Christ. The truly blessed are those 
who not only hear God’s word but keep it (Luke 11:28). 
How should we follow Christ? If we say that He is our 
Master, then we must follow His instructions without 
question. We ought to close our ears to all competing 
voices, and in a way characteristic of sheep, “receive 
with meekness the engrafted word” (James 1:21). What 
Christ taught, we must resolutely put into practice in 
our lives. “Oh, this walk with God, beloved! It is the 
only talent which will never fail us, the only treasure 
which will prove eternal, the only character which will 
serve us beyond the grave.” (J.C. Ryle)

We must also follow Christ’s example. Like the 
shepherds of the east, Christ goes before His flock. 
Would we know what it means to obey the word of 
God? We have a perfect model in our Saviour, “Who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not” (1 Pet. 2:22,23). Unlike 
Christ, the obedience of His people in this life is far 
from perfect. It was long after his conversion that 
the Psalmist confessed: “I have gone astray like a lost 
sheep; seek thy servant” (Ps. 119:176). I am sure we 
have all been there, and many times.

Promise
We have a promise from Christ to encourage us. 
Jesus says of His sheep that He gives to them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish. Sheep are not the 
greatest of creatures in the eyes of the world, but they 
are among the hardiest. They will survive in a hostile 
environment, with its extremes of terrain and weather, 
and in this too they are a picture of the Lord’s people. 
We are nothing in ourselves, full of sin and doubt, and 
yet we persevere! How is this?

Christ holds His people in His hand, and no one will 
pluck them out of it. His hand bears the imprint of a 
nail, which tells of His atoning death on the cross. This 
Shepherd laid down His life for His sheep, and that is their 
security. Loving them as He does, Jesus will not abandon 
them to the fierce wolves who seek their destruction but 
will bring them all safe into the fold of heaven.

These are Christ’s beloved sheep. Do you belong to 
His flock?

March 20214

EDITORIAL / CHRIST’S BELOVED SHEEP

“What Christ taught, 
we must resolutely 
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our lives.”
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(Erskine [1685-1752] was minister at Dunfermline, 
joining the Secession Church in 1736. This piece is taken 
from a sermon preached on a Fast-day at Avondale, 
Lanarkshire, on September 19, 1739, and has been 
lightly edited.)

“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” 
(Isa. 26:20)

When we speak of chambers, it supposes a 
house. Now, as God himself, as God in Christ, 
is the house (Ps. 31:2), and there are as 

many chambers in this house as there are attributes 
and perfections in God, to which we are called to fly by 
faith: so the church of God is called a house; the church 
invisible a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:22). And 
here there are chambers that belong to the house, and to 
which all the household of faith will betake themselves.

1. There are chambers of distinction we are invited to 
come into, even to our own apartments, so as not to be 
united with or conform to the world. “Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate” (2 Cor. 6:17). How 
are we to come out of the world? It is by not partaking 
with the world in their sins (Eph. 5:7), and by being 
not conformed to the world, but transformed (Rom. 
12:2). And thus we are to come out of Babylon, or out 
of the corrupt part of a church, by not partaking with 
them, or being conformed to them, but rather testifying 
against them in the name of Christ. This is the way the 
saints in scripture have overcome their enemies (Rev. 
12:11). This is the way we are to distinguish ourselves 
for the Lord in threatening times, by coming into the 
chambers of distinction, or apartments of the house, 
that it may appear we are on the Lord’s side. If God 
hath set the godly apart for himself, they ought to set 
themselves apart from this world.

2. There are chambers of defence we are called to 
come into, where we may be safe in the worst of times. 
The name of God is a strong tower, a strong chamber, 
a chamber of strength, into which we are to run for 
shelter (Prov. 18:10). Every perfection of God is a 
chamber: “Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength” (Isa. 26:4). These are 

the secrets of his tabernacle (Ps. 27:5). Every office 
of Christ is a chamber; and he invites us to come into 
him, and rest safely (Matt. 11:28). Every promise of the 
covenant is a chamber; and they are very sure, firm, 
and durable rooms and apartments, being all “Yea” and 
“Amen” in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20). The word of the Lord 
endureth for ever; and we are come in there by faith in 
his word, and holy confidence in a promising God. By 
faith every believer finds a way to these chambers, and 
there he hides himself with pleasure, and triumphs 
when he finds himself brought there: “the king hath 
brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and 
rejoice in thee” (Song of Sol. 1:4).

3. There are chambers of devotion that we are called 
to come into. “Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret”, 
and “seeth in secret” (Matt. 6:6). Recourse to these 
chambers of devotion, for seeking God in private and 
secret, as well as public, is always our duty, especially 
in times of danger, and of threatened wrath. Therefore, 
“seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall 
be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” (Zeph. 2:3) And 
thus we may hide ourselves in the evil day, when we 
put ourselves in God’s hand to hide us (Ps. 143:9). And 
their hearts shall live that seek him. All that call upon 
him in truth shall be safe, and shall be hid either under 
heaven, or in heaven: “A prudent man foreseeth the 
evil, and hideth himself” (Prov. 22:3). O come into the 
chambers of devotion!

4. There are chambers of action, and business that 
we are called to come into. God’s house is not only a 
house of prayer, but a work-house, wherein we are to 
do something for God in our day and generation. “Why 
stand ye here all the day idle?” (Matt. 20:6); and, “go 
work to day in my vineyard.” (Matt. 21:28) God calls 
his people, not only to cry and pray to him, but also to 
action and diligence. When Israel were in great danger 
at the side of the Red sea, and their enemies behind 
pursuing them, God says to Moses, “Wherefore criest 
thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they go forward” (Exod. 14:15). We are not only to 
cry but to go forward in our work and service, in our 
several places and stations, as magistrates, ministers, 
or people, in all the duties incumbent upon us, when 
judgments are threatened.

DEVOTIONAL
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The most common and perhaps most fundamental 
view that we have of God is in these three words, 
“God is love” (1 John 4:8,16). But what exactly 

does the phrase mean? How ought it to be understood?

1. Love and God’s Being
It is surprising how little thought is given to God’s 
being. In Islam there are ninety-nine names for God, 
one of which is love. Strangely, however, there is no 
one for Allah to love. He is a lonely, solitary being. By 
contrast, consider carefully the words in 1 John 4:7-10:

(i) John states, “every one that loveth is born of God” 
(v.7). The word “is” here has the sense of “has been 
caused to be”. Thus, for Christians to love one another 
is the consequence of God having caused them to be 
born again. If we do not love one another then we do 
not know God, because God is love (v.8).

(ii) John then makes a most remarkable declaration: 
God’s love towards us was manifested in sending his 
Son. “God sent his only begotten Son into the world”. 
What does that mean? To say, “God is love”, is a 
Trinitarian statement; love exists in God because God 
exists in more than one person. Later John writes, “the 
Father sent the Son” (v.14), thereby demonstrating the 
existence of different persons within the Godhead. The 
Father loves the Son, and the Father sent the Son into 
the world because the Father loves us. What we must 
grasp is that we can only speak of God as love because 
he is love in Himself. The love of God is Trinitarian in 
its expression: the Father eternally loving the Son and 
the Son loving the Father, and both of them eternally 
loving the Spirit and being loved by the Spirit.

Readers should pause and survey the magnitude of 
this Trinitarian love manifested within the Godhead.

2. Not an Abstract Love
The truth that God is love is never to be abstracted 
from everything else which is true about God. Sadly 
that is what many do; they see ‘love’ as all there is in 
God, and thus make love the defining characteristic 
of God. In John 17:24 the Saviour prays that all whom 

the Father has given him be with him, in order that 
they may behold his glory as the Mediator. That glory 
is linked to the love of the Father for the Son. Christ 
declares, “for thou lovedst me before the foundation of 
the world.”

What is significant here is how Christ’s glory 
and the love of the Father are interconnected. In 
other words, the different divine attributes may be 
distinguished, but they must not be isolated from one 
another. Theologians refer to this as God’s ‘simplicity’. 
The meaning of the term is that God is not a compound 
being like us. We are made of two parts, body and soul, 
and each of these parts has parts. The English minister 
George Swinnock (1627-73) explains the matter: “Our 
understanding differs from our will, our will differs from 
our affections, and our affections differ from both. And 
all these differ from our being. But all these are one 
indivisible essence in God. They are all one and the same 
in Him.”

The theologian Francis Turretin (1623-87) said 
helpfully that with God there is “simplicity in respect to 
essence but Trinity in respect to persons.” As John 17:24 
makes clear, love and glory characterise the fellowship 
of the Triune God from all eternity. We ought not then 
to separate love from God’s other attributes.

3. Love made Visible
Paul states that “the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour appeared” (Titus 3:4). He thus confirms what 
John had already stated. Further, we note that Paul is 
using “the kindness and love of God” as a title for Christ: 
he could have said “the Son of God appeared”, which is 
true, but instead he personified the love and kindness. 
Finally, he says that this love and kindness appeared: it 
took on concrete form by way of the Incarnation.

The coming of the Son of God into our world was 
a supernatural event, and, equally supernatural, it 
expressed the very being of God in terms of his love and 
kindness. It is no surprise that in the Gospel accounts 
we read the Father proclaiming, “This is my beloved 
Son” (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). The Father thus points to the 
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10:15. When we turn to Isaiah 42:1, we read: ‘Behold 
my servant...mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth”. 
Thus Christ himself is loved and chosen! How amazing 
then to read that the Lord’s people are chosen in Christ 
and that in love they are predestinated unto adoption 
(Eph. 1:4,5). Is this not why Paul declares that nothing 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ (Rom. 8:39)? How could there be any 
separation, since we are both loved and chosen!

7. A Love-filled Life
What kind of life do we Christians live? Paul describes 
it in this way: “Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) We 
live because the living Christ lives in us by his Spirit. 
Christ lives in us because he loved us, and his love for 
us is proven by his death for us. How then, as believers, 
can we not live a Christ-centred life? In addition, John 
says that, loving the One who gave us this new life, we 
will also love those for whom he has done the same (1 
John 5:1).

8. Love Praised
It is no surprise that within the songbook of the 
Church, the truth of God’s love is given congregational 
expression. How often we have sung the opening 
words of Psalm 116, “I love the Lord because my 
voice and prayers he did hear.” Consider, firstly, Christ 
singing these words: the Son always loved the Father, 
so when he sang these words on earth, they were 
a true testimony, for he really did love the Lord, and 
perfectly. Secondly, this is the public witness of the 
Church before the world: this is whom we worship, 
because we love him and no other. Thirdly, it is the 
testimony of the believer within the congregation, 
bearing witness to those around him: “I love the Lord”; 
it is an experimental testimony. 

Truly, God is love!

Son as the visible appearance of his own love, and thus 
we are to love the Son too. To love God is to love the Son, 
and we cannot love the Son and not love the Father. It 
is the historic error of Romanism to portray the Father 
as against us and the Son as for us, when in reality, the 
Father and the Son (and the Spirit) are for us.

4. Eternal Love
The prophet Jeremiah, as the voice of God, declares, 
“Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love” (Jer. 
31:3). This is a staggering truth. We like to think that 
our love for God is special, great and praiseworthy, 
when in reality, if we were to pile up our love, one 
piece upon another as it were, it would be nothing 
in comparison to the love of God. Our love is fleeting, 
shallow, mercenary, weak, hesitant, impure, anaemic 
and sickly. By contrast we have the pure, unshakeable, 
unalterable and eternal love of God. As believers we 
were loved before we were born: loved longer than 
the generations in our family tree, and loved in fact 
before Adam was made, and the angels were created. 
And in time that love was shown to us in our birth: the 
parents we were born to, the place and timing of our 
birth, all ultimately culminating in our spiritual rebirth 
– our regeneration and conversion. That is love.

5. Sovereign Love
In Deuteronomy chapter 7, as Moses explains to the 
Israelites their unique position in the world, he dismisses 
the sort of account for it that some of them might have 
had. He says, in effect: “God did not love you because you 
were greater than other people; the Lord loved you...
because he loved you” (vv.7,8). That is the message he 
hammers home. In Exodus chapter 33, God says, “I...will 
shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.” (v.19) The 
point is, there is no reason in the creature for mercy to be 
given; rather all the reason lies in God. He wills because 
he wills. So God loves us because it pleases him to so do. 
God does not need us, nor does he need our love. His love 
is already sufficient, timeless and perfect. He loved us for 
no other reason than that it pleased him to.

6. Electing Love
It is remarkable how love and election are joined 
together in Scripture. They are often separated, and 
worse, put at odds by men, whereas God puts them 
together. Consider Deuteronomy 4:37, which says, 
“And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose 
their seed after them...”. Loved and chosen. For good 
measure, this is repeated in Deuteronomy 7:7 and 
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“Christ lives in us 
because he loved us, 
and his love for us is 
proven by his death 
for us.”
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“These are they which came out of great tribulation” 
(Revelation 7:14)

In this verse we see the people of God all safely 
gathered into Heaven, and also the experience they 
came through in order to get there. They are at 

last fully and finally out of all tribulation, and it was 
no ordinary suffering; it was “great” tribulation. The 
Lamb has brought them to be with Himself in Heaven. 
This was His eternal purpose, and it was by means of 
experiencing great tribulation, besides the experience 
of peace through believing in the power of His blood.

The word ‘tribulation’ means stress, pressure, 
mental strain. These followers of the Lamb experienced 
this stress lifelong. Stress is what you feel when you 
are called to resist an external force or threat (which is 
often some new circumstance) when you are conscious 
of having inadequate internal resources to withstand 
it. This stress can also arise from failures to tackle 
successfully internal forces, such as indwelling sin or 
mental disturbance. In such a condition the Christian 
will of course pray to God for strength to meet the 
crisis. But what if the strength prayed for does not 
come, and things get worse instead of better? What 
if there is no way to escape this crippling stress and 
we are using up our strength so that we cannot do the 
things that ought to be done?

This brings additional stress, because now our faith 
and patience is under strain. We must now pray for 
wisdom to handle our disappointment and to adapt 
to God’s Providence as it affects us. There is pressure 
to be angry with God because we did not get what 
we expected, but humility would accept that we are 
shortsighted and often wrong about the way things 
should develop for our good (Rom. 8:28).

It is wisdom to adapt our priorities and aims to our 
failing strength. We cannot under stress meet all our 
previous commitments, which we could when we were 
strong. To continue under unending and increasing 
stress is to stretch our failing inner resources to breaking 
point and sink into depression. We need to decide, no 
doubt reluctantly, what needs to be done and what can 
be done by us. Our aim must be to get back to basics, 
and, at the lowest point of strength, simply to survive 
until God changes our external conditions or renews our 

inner strength. We must also pray to discern the “way to 
escape” – which may not be the way we expected, but it 
shall be the way “to bear it.” (1 Cor. 10:13)

Stress uses up our energy, and when the mind 
is drained of strength there develops an inroad 
for imagination to dominate more than it should. 
Psychosomatic illnesses may appear, and are very 
real to the feelings of the patient, although there is no 
physical reason for them. The imagination will also 
make things appear worse than they are, and produce 
either rashness or fatalism. The mind can cause 
these false feelings, but is in no state (temporarily) 
to ‘uncause’ them, not until strength is regained. 
(This is an area where the ‘target-setting’ of Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) fails the patient, and often 
leads to further discouragement because of failure to 
reach the targets.)

To regain strength requires proper sleep, proper 
food, and above all, time. There is of course prayer, but 
even that is disordered now. However, repetitions in 
short prayers are acceptable in such a condition (it is 
interesting to note that the vast majority of prayers in 
Scripture are short ones). The mind cannot self-produce 
the strength that was experienced before – which might 
seem like a distant dream now. Healing takes time: 
rest is necessary for the mind to heal, as well as for the 
body. “Where is the blessedness I knew when first I saw 
the Lord?”, lamented the English poet William Cowper 
(1731-1800), a man who suffered more than most. We 
need to know our ‘coping strategies’ and use them. In 
this condition we can only do one thing at a time, and 
indeed perhaps one thing only.

What if the stress is caused by other people, 
including in the church? If prayer and diplomacy fail, 
then it comes down to this: either they have to go or we 
have to go! Stress and the stressors must be separated, 
or the interaction between them will continue and get 
worse, not better. Remember also, when something 
is wrong and has to be tackled, anger is better than 
despair (anger has energy, despair has none). We have 
seen breakdowns occurring because people ran from 
a problem in the church and did not face it and do the 
right thing, no matter the cost. There is a cost in being 
faithful, and there is a worse cost to the conscience in 
being unfaithful.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

STRESS
REV. JAMES CLARK
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Where is God, therefore, when strength and 
energy are lacking, when stress has lowered the 
defences of the soul? In such a condition, the soul has 
collapsed in on itself, the mind borders on despair 
and plunges into the depths of empty feelings. But 
the soul is kept by God’s power when its own is gone 
(1 Pet. 1:5). It is indeed “cast down” into the depths, 
but held up from despair (2 Cor. 4:8,9). To feel we 
are without help is not the same as being without 

help. This is why we can begin afresh each day. Our 
aim is to get through the day; we cannot see God but 
He can see us as we wrestle “on towards Heaven, 
‘Gainst storm, and wind, and tide” (Ann R. Cousin, 
based on words of Samuel Rutherford). But those in 
the text made it, and are in Heaven with the Lamb. 
“None perish that him trust.” (Ps. 34:22, metrical) In 
the words of Joseph Scriven, “What a Friend we have 
in Jesus”!

PRACTICAL RELIGION / STRESS

EXPERIENCE
REV. JAMES CLARK

“I have learned by experience” (Genesis 30:27)

In the context these are words drawn from Laban. 
It was something he could not deny, and it shows 
that even an utterly worldly man recognises the 

value of learning by experience of God’s Providence in 
our lives. We are born to learn, especially about God. 
Theory and doctrine, no matter how sound, only reach 
the head, but experience gives a heart-knowledge. The 
crowds heard the truth from the Lord’s lips, but many 
of them just took knowledge home with them, and not 
Christ by the experience of faith.

We learn by experience about THE CHURCH. Laban 
doubtless believed that due to his pedigree, being a 
son of Abraham's brother, that he was in the church. 
But his ‘membership’ could only be outward and 
superficial – his shifty and unreliable character proved 
this. Unfortunately, there are still those in the church 
like Laban. Their self-opinion and motives are flawed, 
and their self-righteousness abolishes humility. Jacob 
was right to be wary of Laban.

Jacob also learned by experience about GOD. Laban 
stated that he had been blessed by God because of Jacob. 
Although this was superstition on Laban’s part, there 
is however a spiritual truth in this concept – that we 
are blessed because of another, because of Christ (Ps. 
72:17). Such an awareness makes us deeply conscious 

of our unworthiness and correspondingly more aware 
of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Painful experience 
reinforces this truth, that we are only blessed by God for 
the sake of Christ. There are no happy Pharisees!

We have learned by experience about OURSELVES, 
that the journey to Heaven is a hard one (1 Pet. 4:18). 
The journey is uphill and requires effort as well as 
knowledge. Temptations abound and follow us all the 
way; there is really only one sin that we cannot conquer, 
and that is the sin we are unwilling to conquer. The 
devil shadows us, using force or subtlety. He often uses 
the phrase “just one time”, and we know by experience 
that this is a dangerous phrase. We have also learned 
by experience that we do not know how much pain 
and grief we can endure...until we have to endure it – 
then we know! 

HAVE WE learned by experience? If not, we may grow 
in knowledge but still not make spiritual progress; 
it will be a barren, unfruitful knowledge (2 Pet. 1:8). 
The Lord has promised to teach us (John 6:45); this 
is by Spiritual knowledge, a knowledge of Christ and 
ourselves which has an effect on us for the better. How 
we need to watch and pray! There is hope if we use the 
means to profit from our experience. Remember, the 
Bible must interpret experience and not vice versa. It 
requires reflection and a painful honesty, but honesty 
before God is a comforting thing. 
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(Abbreviated and adapted from Ryle’s ‘Practical 
Religion’. Ryle’s advice on this subject is beneficial for us 
all.)

Perhaps you are willing to read the Bible, but 
would like some advice on the subject. Listen to 
me, and I will give a few short hints.

1. Read the Bible today. The way to do a thing is to do 
it, and the way to read the Bible is actually to read it. It 
is not meaning, or wishing, or resolving, or intending, 
or thinking about it, which will advance you one step. 
You must positively read. One way or another, through 
eyes or ears, the words of Scripture must actually pass 
before your mind.

2. Read the Bible with an earnest desire to understand 
it. Do not think for a moment that the great purpose is 
to turn over a certain number of pages, and that it does 
not matter whether you understand what you read 
or not. This is turning Bible reading into a mere form. 
Settle it down in your mind as a general principle, that 
a Bible not understood is a Bible that does no good. Say 
to yourself often as you read, “What is all this about?” 
Dig for the meaning like a man digging for gold. Work 
hard, and do not give up the work in a hurry.

3. Read the Bible with childlike faith and humility. 
Open your heart as you open your Bible, and say, 
“Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” (1 Sam. 3:9) 
Resolve to believe implicitly whatever you find there, 
however much it may go against your own prejudices. 
Are we to be judges of what ought to be in the Word? 
Do we know better than God? Settle it in your mind that 
you will receive all and believe all, and that what you 
cannot understand you will take on trust. Remember, 
when you pray, you are speaking to God, and God hears 
you; when you read, God is speaking to you, and you 
are to listen.

4. Read the Bible in a spirit of obedience and self-
application. Sit down to the study of it with a daily 
determination that you will live by its rules, rest on its 
statements, and act on its commands. Consider, as you 
travel through every chapter, “How does this affect my 
position and my conduct? What does this teach me?” It 
is poor work to read the Bible from mere curiosity, in 

order to fill your head and store your mind with opinions, 
while you do not allow it to influence your heart and life. 
That Bible is read best which is practised most.

5. Read the Bible daily. Make it a part of every day’s 
business to read and meditate on some portion of God’s 
Word. Bible-reading and prayer are just as needful 
every day for our souls as food and clothing are for our 
bodies. Do as the Israelites did in the wilderness, and 
gather your manna fresh every morning. Choose your 
own seasons and hours. Do not scramble over and 
hurry your reading. Give your Bible the best, and not 
the worst part of your time. Whatever plan you pursue, 
let it be a rule of your life to pray and read the Bible 
every day.

6. Read all the Bible and in an orderly way. I fear 
there are many parts of the Word which some people 
never read at all. This is a very presumptuous habit, 
for “all Scripture is profitable” (2 Tim. 3:16). Some 
people’s Bible-reading is a system of perpetual dipping 
and picking. They do not seem to have an idea of 
regularly going through the whole book. This is a great 
mistake. I believe it is by far the best plan to begin the 
Old and New Testaments at the same time – to read 
each straight through to the end, and then begin again.

7. Read the Bible fairly and honestly. Determine 
to take everything in its plain, obvious meaning, and 
regard all forced interpretations with great suspicion. 
As a general rule, whatever a verse of the Bible seems 
to mean, it does mean. An old writer gave us this 
valuable rule: “The right way of interpreting Scripture 
is to take it as we find it, without any attempt to force 
it into any particular system.”

8. Read the Bible with Christ continually in view. 
The great purpose of all Scripture is to testify of Jesus. 
Old Testament ceremonies are shadows of Christ. Old 
Testament judges and deliverers are types of Christ. 
Old Testament history shows the world’s need of 
Christ. Old Testament prophecies are full of Christ’s 
sufferings, and of Christ’s glory yet to come. Christ’s 
first coming and His second – His humiliation and 
His kingdom, His cross and His crown – shine forth 
everywhere in the Bible. Keep a fast hold on this clue, 
if you would read the Bible aright.

YOUTH FOCUS

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE
J.C. RYLE
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Obituary – Rev. John MacLeod (Rev. Graeme Craig)

The sudden passing of Rev. John MacLeod, 
Portmahomack, on 17th December 2020, aged 
72, brought a deep sense of shock and loss not 

only in his own Parish of Tarbat, Ross-shire, where he 
had faithfully ministered for over 40 years, but also 
throughout the wider Church.

Born on 14th May 1948, John MacLeod was 
brought up in the Parish of Fearn, where his father was 
headteacher. Mr MacLeod studied at the University of 
Aberdeen (MA, 1969) before taking up employment 
as an insurance underwriter with Standard Life 
(1969-1971). It was there he learned the meticulous 
attention to detail which the Lord was later to put 
to great use in the service of the Church as Clerk of 
various Presbyteries and Church Committees and, 
since 2000, as Principal Clerk of the General Assembly. 
To Mr MacLeod this administrative work was not 
burdensome, nor a distraction from the real work of 
the Ministry, but a spiritual endeavour necessary for 
the stability, unity and welfare of Christ’s Kingdom and 
glorifying to the One who is the God of order.

As a Clerk, Mr MacLeod was always fair. He received 
not a little criticism for his stand for truth and integrity 
during difficulties in the Free Church during the 1990s, 
but he invariably responded with firm courtesy. His 
knowledge of Church and civil law was broad and 
deep and he always went back to first principles when 
dealing with any matter. His advice to the brethren both 
before and after the Free Church division of 2000 was 
invaluable, and his God-given wisdom will be sorely 
missed. Besides being a master in Church procedures, 
Mr MacLeod was also a knowledgeable ecclesiastical 
historian and an enthusiast for metrical Psalmody.

It was, however, as a preacher and pastor that 
Mr MacLeod will be remembered by his own flock. 
After finishing his theological training at the Free 
Church College (1971-74), he spent time as a Student 
missioner in Aberdeen (1974-75), before giving 
pulpit supply in Vancouver and Prince Edward Island, 
Canada (1976-78). As well as acquiring experience 
in pastoral work there, he also received a gift from 
the Lord in the person of his wife Joy Morrison, who 
herself was of West-Sutherland descent. Together in 
1978 they returned to Scotland with their firstborn of 
nine children and he settled into what was to be his 
lifetime’s calling, ministering to the village and farming 
community of the Parish of Tarbat.

The Congregation grew under his attentive ministry, 
although difficulties in the Free Church in the mid-
nineties caused disruption to the Congregation at that 
time. Despite this, Mr MacLeod soldiered on. He was 

CHURCH NEWS
held in high regard 
throughout the 
community. A real 
pastor, he spoke of 
the Saviour to all 
that he met, and 
visited all who 
were sick in the 
parish. Often he 
was asked to take 
funerals of folk who 
were not part of 
his Congregation. 
In many ways 
his Congregation was his whole Parish and he was a 
model Minister in that regard. He would often remind 
us that we were inducted as ministers of a parish, the 
boundaries of which had been laid down in the time of 
the Scots King David and were largely unchanged since 
then. The Great Day will show his influence for good in 
the community and Church he served so faithfully.

He often spoke of the uncertainties of life, but we 
never thought his own passing would be such a sermon 
on that reality. For this dear servant of the Lord, he 
has heard the cry of his Master, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” (Matt. 25:21) His 
praise and satisfaction in Christ are now complete in 
His presence. However, he leaves behind his sorrowing 
widow, Joy, a faithful wife and a real servant in the 
Lord’s cause. There are also their nine children and 
fourteen grandchildren, a grieving Congregation and 
the wider Church. We commit them all to the God 
who upheld and kept them through years of trials and 
blessing. “The Lord of us hath mindful been, and he will 
bless us still.” (Ps. 115:12, metrical) Our prayer is that 
the Lord would be pleased to raise up other servants 
like Mr MacLeod in His service in the Church militant 
here below.

The earthly remains of our faithful brother were 
duly and solemnly laid to rest in the Portmahomack 
Cemetery on 24th December, 2020, after a service in 
the Portmahomack Church led by Rev. James Gracie 
(Edinburgh).

Quote

“Secret wrestlers with God are an unspeakably 
precious treasure; and it is just in proportion 
as we have these amongst us that the Church 

has real power with God.”
Charles Ross
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Recently I was reflecting on when I first became 
a minister in Partick in 1976. How much has 
changed since then! But some things haven’t 

changed. At the time I had three elders and today I 
have three elders. I thank God for these men who are a 
great support to me and a wonderful encouragement. 
The past year has seen several of our members 
promoted to heaven. I particularly miss our elders John 
Macpherson and Rev. John J. Murray, both of whom 
made an immense contribution to our congregation.

History
Unlike many of our churches, Knightswood does not 
have a long history. The congregation was formed 
in January 2000 when division occurred in the Free 
Church. Members and indeed elders who were unhappy 
with what had taken place gathered from several Free 
Churches: Paisley, Govan, Partick Highland, St Vincent 
Street, East Kilbride and Dumbarton. Initially they 
were known as Thornwood congregation, as they met 
in Thornwood Primary School. The then minister of 
Paisley, Rev. Harry Woods, was their minister. In 2004 
Mr Woods accepted a call to Beauly and in 2006 I was 
called from Portree.

Buildings
Since then we were given the free use of the Brethren 
Gospel Hall on Fulton Street, which has proved an ideal 
church for us. It is the right size and a comfortable 
building. Two flats were purchased with mortgages 
and the tenants paid the mortgages for us. These 
mortgages have now been paid off and we are in 
process of selling the flats to acquire a manse for the 
congregation. The minister lives in his own house.

Outreach
Over the years a great deal of outreach has been done in 

the surrounding area. Hundreds of thousands of Good 
News magazines, church brochures and tracts have been 
distributed. Many doors have been knocked and people 
have been invited to the church. Over the years many have 
come – Nigerians, Iranians, Pakistanis, Afghans, Chileans 
and some Scots. We have worked with many needy 
people, including drug addicts, one of whom attempted 
to steal the collection, and was very ashamed after he was 
caught. He had actually been to Bible college and knew 
his Scriptures well, though he was a slave to drugs.

Congregation
Our success over the years has been limited. Thankfully 
there have been a few who have come to know the 
Saviour and others who have grown in grace and 
knowledge. The number of those joining us has barely 
replaced those whom the Lord has taken home or who 
have had to move because of employment. Especially 
in these last few years we have been grieving over the 
rareness of conversions. The seed is sown but there is 
little evidence of the Lord granting an increase. The 
Coronavirus has depleted our attendance so that our 
Sabbath morning attendance is around twenty-five, 
with fifteen at night and ten at the midweek meeting.

Services
Our services are held at 361 Fulton Street, Knightswood 
Cross, Glasgow G13 1GJ, with the Sabbath services at 
11.00am and 6.00pm and the midweek meeting on 
Tuesday at 7.30pm. Our services are live streamed and can 
be listened to by telephone on 0141 255 1541 or on the 
internet at live.bible-sermons.com under Knightswood.

Prayer
Pray for the Lord to add to the church and also that 
in due course the King and Head of the Church would 
appoint a new minister, as the present incumbent is 
rapidly approaching threescore and ten!

AROUND THE CHURCH

KNIGHTSWOOD
REV. WILLIAM MACLEOD

Rev. Macleod behind a protective perspex screen

The midweek meeting with 
social distancing and masks
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MISSIONS

It was my privilege to visit the congregation of Smiths 
Falls in Canada for two weeks in 2016, following 
which I was appointed Interim-Moderator. In this 

brief article, I give an account of the congregation, past 
and present, to encourage the prayerful interest of our 
Church in our Canadian brethren.

Origin
Smiths Falls is a town in Eastern Ontario with a population 
of around 9,000 people. Following the Disruption, the 
Free Church cause flourished in the area, and in 1846 a 
congregation was formed in Smiths Falls under the name 
St Paul’s Presbyterian Church. Among the deputies sent 
out from Scotland was William Chalmers Burns, later 
a missionary in China, who spent an extended period 
in Canada. In 1846 the congregation received its first 
minister, Rev. William Aitken from Leven in Fife, whose 
pastorate lasted for twenty-two years.

The congregation maintained a vibrant witness 
for several years, but a series of church unions within 
Canada in the latter part of the nineteenth century 
resulted in the loss of a Free Church testimony in the 
area. It was only after the division in the Free Church in 
2000, and under the capable leadership of Rev. David 
Compton (who retired from the pastoral ministry 
in 1992, having served in Prince Edward Island and 
Toronto), that a congregation was revived in Smiths 
Falls. Mr Compton remains in the congregation, having 
served more than fifty years in the ministry.

Recent History
Although not a large congregation, in 2002 Smiths Falls 
was raised by the General Assembly to a fully sanctioned 
charge. A year later, Rev. Robert McCurley was inducted 
as the minister, but in 2005 left the congregation and was 
subsequently inducted to the Greenville congregation in 
South Carolina, USA. At the time, the congregation was 
linked to our congregations in the USA, but in 2008 the 
General Assembly disjoined Smiths Falls from these 
congregations (which themselves became known as 
the Presbytery of the United States of America) and 
placed it under the supervision of the Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee. The Committee has since acted 
in loco synodi to the congregation, which means that it 
fulfils the role of a Presbytery.

In 2008, Rev. Bert Pohl was ordained and inducted 
to Smiths Falls, with financial assistance from the 
denomination for an initial period of three years. 
However, the congregation soon became self-

supporting, mainly because the minister undertook 
a ‘tent-making’ ministry. Indeed, since 2005 Smiths 
Falls has received no direct financial assistance from 
the denomination, but has been a net contributor to 
Central Funds. Mr Pohl was the minister for eight years, 
resigning the charge in 2016 due to ill-health, since 
when the congregation has been vacant. Smiths Falls is 
isolated from the main body of the denomination, which 
brings its difficulties, yet the congregation remains 
loyal to the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and 
to the testimony for which we stand.

Supply
Rev. David Fraser and Rev. Kenneth Macdonald have 
both visited the congregation in recent years and 
given supply. The people of the congregation very 
much appreciate such supply. The Interim-Moderator 
is, therefore, happy to hear of any minister from 
Scotland who would be willing to give resident supply 
in Smiths Falls for a period once the Covid-19 situation 
improves. Yet what every congregation needs is men 
on the ground, and the Smiths Falls congregation has 
recently seen some encouragement in this regard.

Two ministers have joined its ranks in the last 
couple of years who are well able to give invaluable 
assistance: Rev. Daniel Kok and Rev. John Roke. It is 
our prayer that these men will be able to continue in 
the congregation for the foreseeable future. The Kirk 
Session has been very pleased that Rev. Daniel Kok has 
acted as an adviser to the Interim-Moderator and the 
Kirk Session. The Kirk Session feel that this is a major 
step forward.

Worship and Future
During the recent lockdown in Ontario, the 
congregation continued to gather once on the Lord’s 
Day at 11.00am. Services are conducted in a new 
building in Smiths Falls, which is a very satisfactory 
place of worship for the congregation’s needs. Finances 
are in reasonably good order. A congregational leaflet 
has been produced and it is intended that this leaflet 
will be distributed around the building and in outlying 
areas where there is no reformed witness. Talks 
regarding the congregation joining a newly formed 
Presbytery within Canada have taken place, but time 
alone will tell if these talks ever come to anything.

The congregation in Smiths Falls greatly values the 
prayers of its Free Church (Continuing) brethren in 
Scotland.

SMITHS FALLS
REV. JAMES GRACIE
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BANNING ‘CONVERSION THERAPY’

Attempts to stop prayer for homosexuals

The term ‘conversion therapy’ once referred 
to the use of psychology, medicine and even 
surgery in attempts to change a person’s 

sexual orientation from homosexual to heterosexual. 
It is now used pejoratively to describe the efforts of 
anyone who opposes the LGBT+ ideology and seeks 
to deliver its followers from their sinful attitudes and 
lifestyles. Such is the hatred for ‘conversion therapy’ 
that in December nearly 400 ‘religious leaders’ 
worldwide signed a declaration calling for it to be 
banned. The ‘rights’ of the LGBT+ minority are now 
deemed sacrosanct, to the extent that their preferred 
sexual or gender identities are to be acknowledged 
and protected by the State.

There are two main issues here. Firstly, the word 
‘conversion’. This is a Biblical term, and by associating 
it with therapy, the implication is that any kind 
of conversion is just therapy, and as such is to be 
deplored. Secondly, Scripture condemns sodomy as 
an abomination (Lev. 18:22). When the Church and 
Christians use the language of the Saviour to the 
woman taken in adultery, “go, and sin no more” (John 
8:11), this runs counter to the prevailing culture, 
which reinforces sodomy as a legitimate way of life. Yet 
the gospel of Christ, with its call to repentance, is used 
by the Holy Spirit to convert such sinners – and every 
other sort of sinner (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

The call to ban conversion therapy refers specifically 
to prayer. It is argued that to pray with or for LGBT+ 
people, that they will abandon their sinful lifestyles, 
is an act of oppression and a denial of their identity. 
The seriousness of this is evident in the ‘Change or 
Suppression (Conversion) Practices Prohibition Bill 
passed last month by the Victoria State Parliament 
in Australia. The key clause forbids “carrying out a 
religious practice, including but not limited to, a prayer-
based practice, a deliverance practice or an exorcism.” 
Notice that both the person who asks for prayer and 
the one who prays will be breaking the law. Should 
such a law be introduced in Britain then the Church 
will be faced with a great trial.

Two things however give us hope. First, the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia has said that it will 
defy the new law – a lead which should be followed 
by all churches that would be faithful to the Word of 
God. Second, atheists and secularists know that if the 
God of Scripture is true, then prayer is to be feared. 
Let us then pray, and may the Lord be pleased to make 
Himself known mightily!

WHAT IS ‘WOKE’?

An attitude changing our society

The culture wars in society are expanding 
our vocabulary, and one new word is ‘woke’. 
The slang expression “stay woke” originated 

among black Americans in the mid-twentieth century, 
encouraging one another to “keep awake” to injustices 
affecting their community (the recent ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ movement employed it). The word ‘woke’ is 
now used – often disparagingly – to refer to those who 
advocate for ‘social justice’ causes generally.

There is definitely a ‘woke’ attitude in our country, 
particularly among those with power and influence. It 
is a way of thinking which views every issue in society in 
terms of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, disability 
and so on, and uses these characteristics, increasingly 
with ‘hate crime’ legislation, to bring about change. 
What counts is not so much your qualities as a person, 
but the ‘community’ you belong to.

This is illustrated in the field of work. Despite 
the universal condemnation of ‘discrimination’, so-
called ‘positive action’ with regard to nine ‘protected 
characteristics’ is allowed in the UK by the Equality Act 
2010. This means that in recruitment and promotion, 
when there are two candidates of equal merit, an 
employer may give preference to the one who would 
help make the workforce more reflective of society. In 
the provision of training, the two candidates do not 
even have to be equally qualified for this to be allowed.

Such measures appear unjust, and may well 
backfire. The Scottish Parliament passed a law in 
2018 to ensure equal representation of women on 
public boards, yet the Parliament’s own make-up is 
unequal, as currently only just over a third of MSPs 
are women. And what is supposed to happen when the 
proportion of people with a protected characteristic in 
an organisation exceeds the proportion in society? The 
percentage of LGBT+ MSPs is said to be much greater 
than that in society: should action therefore be taken 
to reduce it?

What has led to this situation is an inadequate idea 
of identity. The Bible teaches that God made man in His 
own image (Gen. 1:26-28), to know blessedness as His 
servant and friend. Sin has robbed us of that status, 
and we prefer to view ourselves in other ways, which 
can bring no true fulfilment. The remedy as ever is 
the gospel. The Church must proclaim God’s gracious 
salvation to this lost generation, praying that many 
would come to enjoy the identity which really matters 
– to be a child of God through Jesus Christ, and an heir 
of heaven (Rom. 8:17).

COMMENT
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Just forty years ago, in March 1981, the great Welsh 
preacher, Dr David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, passed 
away and entered into his eternal rest. He must 

    not be forgotten but should be loved and highly 
esteemed for his faithful preaching and for the 
excellent example which he gave to preachers and 
Christian believers all over the world. He was a man 
anointed by God to bring the gospel of salvation to 
many thousands who heard him.

The Early Years
Dr Lloyd-Jones was born on 20th December 1899 in 
South Wales. He was the second son of Henry and 
Magdalen Lloyd-Jones. In 1905 the family moved 
house to live in Llangeitho, a town where the eminent 
Welsh preacher Daniel Rowlands had preached in the 
eighteenth century. Dr Lloyd-Jones had two brothers, 
Vincent and Harold. 

In 1909 a fire broke out in a store owned by his 
father. The young Martyn escaped from the fire by 
getting through an upstairs window. As a boy Martyn 
went to school in the nearby town of Tregaron where 
he clearly showed his excellent academic ability. In 
1914 the family left Wales and moved to London. Here 
he attended the St Marylebone Grammar School, where 
it was clear that he was academically very talented. His 
desire at this point in life was to prepare to be a doctor. 
The family at this time now attended the Welsh Chapel, 
situated on Charing Cross Road in London. 

In 1916, during the First World War, he began 
his course of medical training at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, London – commonly referred to as “Bart’s”. 
The eminent medical expert there, Thomas Horder, 
who was a Royal Physician, was famous and highly 
esteemed for his medical skill. He impressed his 
youthful Welsh student by his very careful method of 
diagnosing the medical problems of his patients. This 
skill was to be seen in the way Dr Lloyd-Jones, as a 

preacher, diagnosed the problems which he met with 
in those who sought his spiritual advice. 

 In 1921 he qualified as a doctor, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery. However, his mind 
was now being turned from medicine to the work 
of the ministry. He saw the great need which people 
have to become right with God. His father and his 
older brother, Harold, had now both passed away and 
entered eternity. He saw also, very sadly, that Wales, 
which had had so much blessing since the eighteenth 
century, was now in decline. The greatest need of the 
hour was to get back to the Word of God, which is our 
rule of life. Wales, as he saw, needed a spiritual revival, 
more than anything else. 

Beginning in the Ministry
Dr Lloyd-Jones began his ministry in South Wales in 
the Forward Movement Mission Church in Sandfields, 
Aberavon. He aimed to set the minds of his people 
firmly on the Word of God. He put a stop to the 
sports club, the drama group and other forms of 
entertainment which the church had had. His vision 
was to set the minds of his people on their need for 
the new birth and the godly life. His first sermon, 
delivered in 1926, was on: “For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2) These words are now on 
his tombstone in Wales.
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By the grace of God his ministry was soon richly 
blessed as many people were roused by his preaching 
and moved to seek salvation through faith in Christ. 
Three years after his ministry began, there were clear 
evidences of divine blessing. In 1929 it is said that 
seventy people professed as new converts. In 1930 it 
is said that 128 persons professed their faith in Christ. 
People’s lives were being wonderfully changed by the 
grace of God. A notable case was “Staffordshire Bill”, 
who, previous to his conversion, had been a heavy 
drinker. But now, as a believer in Christ, he was a 
radiant Christian.

The excellent preaching of Dr Lloyd-Jones was soon 
widely known and his ministry sought by people far 
and near. In 1932 he was called to preach in Canada 
and New York. In this latter city it is reported that 
several thousands of people came to hear him.

Dr Lloyd-Jones’s influence for good was seen in other 
ways too. He promoted sound evangelical theology to 
the international world of students through the work of 
the Inter-Varsity Fellowship (IVF) and the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students (IFES). Over the years 
young students in many countries came to embrace the 
truths of the gospel of Christ. 

Westminster Chapel
In 1938 Dr Lloyd-Jones was called to be joint minster 
of Westminster Chapel in London. The senior minister 
at that date was G. Campbell Morgan, but he retired in 
1943 and Dr Lloyd-Jones became sole minister. Here he 
exercised a very fruitful and active ministry until 1968. 
In this period of twenty-five years, there was very 
much blessing. It appears that by 1947 the attendance 
at Westminster Chapel was most encouraging. It is 
reported that the morning attendance every Lord’s 
Day averaged 1,500 and the evening attendance 2,000. 
People were drawn by the powerful preaching of the 
Word of God. On Friday nights “the Doctor”, as they 
affectionately called him when minister at Westminster 
Chapel, gave expository sermons on the Epistle to the 
Romans.

The Wider Ministry
In the good providence of God, Dr Lloyd-Jones made 
possible the founding of the Banner of Truth Trust in 
1957, whose first General Editor was Rev. Iain Murray. 
At that date Mr Murray was assistant to Dr Lloyd-
Jones. Like very many others I personally have, over 
the years, been greatly helped in my understanding of 
sound theology by the books and conferences of the 
Banner. 

Dr Lloyd-Jones used his influence in many ways 
to promote the gospel and spread the truth of God’s 
Word. He always sought to adhere to biblical principles. 

He preached at university missions. He was the first 
chairman of IFES. He led a ministerial Fraternal for 
forty years. He chaired an annual Puritan conference. 

His Last Days
In 1968 Dr Lloyd-Jones became seriously ill and 
retired from Westminster Chapel. When he recovered 
from surgery he devoted much time to the preparation 
of his sermons for publication as books. In this way his 
sermons could reach and influence a greater number 
of people worldwide than had been able to hear him 
preach in his lifetime. The Lloyd-Jones Recording 
Trust now report that ten million recordings of his 
sermons are in circulation. It should be mentioned 
with appreciation that Mrs Lloyd-Jones took a brief 
part in the editing of a number of her husband’s books. 

Dr Lloyd-Jones clearly saw, very sadly, that many 
churches were now failing to treat the Bible as God’s 
infallible and inspired Word. He emphasised the 
need to pray for a true religious revival. “Philosophy 
and science have dethroned the Bible”, he believed. 
Behind the scene of his ministry there were numbers 
of earnest, praying Christians who loved his preaching 
and who had felt the “sense of God” as they listened to 
his anointed preaching.

In 1979 illness obliged Dr Lloyd-Jones to end his 
preaching. He reached his 81st birthday in December 
1980. In February 1981 he said to his family: “Don’t try 
to hold me back from the glory.” He died in his sleep on 
March 1st 1981. His funeral was at Newcastle Emlyn 
in Wales and a memorial service was held in London 
a month later. 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”
(Rev. 14:13)

Some recommended books and other resources:
Evangelistic Sermons at Aberavon (Banner of Truth) – 
compelling messages from Lloyd-Jones’ early ministry 
in South Wales.
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (IVP) – a rich 
and searching volume of expository sermons from 
Westminster Chapel, which would be helpful to read 
before tackling the longer series on Romans and 
Ephesians.
Preaching and Preachers (Hodder & Stoughton) – a 
lively and instructive course of homiletics lectures 
delivered at Westminster Seminary.
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones by Iain H. Murray (Banner of 
Truth) – the classic two-volume biography.
Logic on Fire – a well-produced DVD giving a good 
introduction to the Doctor and his preaching ministry.
MLJ Trust (www.mljtrust.org) – an online library of 
audio sermons.
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I highly recommend this book and believe it will be 
a great encouragement to all who read it.
Andrew Naylor (Leverburgh)

Jus Divinum Regiminis 
Ecclesiastici: The Divine Right 
of Church Government
Chris Coldwell (ed.), 
Reformation Heritage Books, 
hbk, 384pp, £23.99 plus p&p

When the Westminster 
Assembly rejected 
Parliament’s intrusion 

into public worship regulations, 
the civil powers posed nine questions to the Assembly. 
This work is a critical edition of the answers given 
by London ministers. Church historians consider this 
as the defence of Presbyterianism. An ‘Introduction’ 
(pp.11-36) demonstrates Jus Divinum’s similarity to 
the Assembly minutes.

Part One comprises seven short chapters which 
establish general principles from Scripture of church 
government which must come from Christ alone 
(pp.55-84). The opening two chapters set out the 
consequence which must flow from this: “All human 
inventions herein, whether devised of our own hearts 
or derived as traditions from others, are incompatible 
and inconsistent herewith, vain in themselves, and to 
all that use them, and commanded of God. See 1 Kings 
12:32-33; Isaiah 29:4; Matthew 15:6-9.” (p.59)

Part Two comprises fifteen chapters (pp.87-300), 
together with an eminently useful ‘Reply to Certain 
Queries’ (pp.301-313), and Appendices, Bibliography 
and Index (pp.317-388).

Clear and logical inferences are drawn from a careful 
and detailed presentation of Scripture to establish 
Presbyterianism as the only system of government 
allowable for any part of the church. Erastianism 
(control of the church by civil government), as 
practised in the Church of England, is dismissed 
in Chapter 9 (pp.120-149). The ‘Community of the 
People’ (Congregationalism/Independency) is denied 
in Chapter 10 (pp.146-148), and Presbyterianism, in 
which government resides in church-officers, is set 
forth in Chapter 11 (pp.169-245). This corresponds 
to “Christ...hath instituted government, and governors 
ecclesiastical in the church” in our Form of Presbyterial 
Church-Government. The remaining chapters support 
this thesis from biblical exegesis and examples: 
for example, Chapter 12 deals with the multiple 
house congregations in Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Grace for Troubled Times
John Hooper, hbk, 372pp, £13.00 (inc. p&p). 
Published by the author and obtainable from him 
at: 14 Home Park Road, Saltash, Cornwall PL12 
6BH. Payment to “R J Hooper”.

The subject matter of this book is indicated by 
the subtitle – “Devotional readings prompted 
by the 2020 Covid-19 lockdown”. The author, a 

retired Biomedical Scientist, is a regular contributor to 
the excellent Bible League Quarterly magazine.

The introduction gives a brief background of the 
pandemic and the purpose of these readings – to 
bring comfort to those for whom lockdown would be 
difficult to bear. The book concludes with a timeline 
of the Covid-19 pandemic as it unfolded in the United 
Kingdom. This helps to set some of the devotionals in 
context, as well as providing an interesting historical 
record. At the time of writing this review (January 
2021), our nation is still under the grip of the 
Coronavirus and so the devotional material contained 
in this volume remains highly relevant.

We are given a collection of expositions which the 
author circulated on a daily basis from March to early 
July – the first being the day after the Prime Minister’s 
first televised address. Such was their usefulness at 
the time to those who received them that Mr Hooper 
was encouraged to bring them together into this book, 
which was published in late September. Typically each 
devotional is around three pages long, and so whilst 
suitable for daily readings, the book can also be read 
through as a normal book.

For each day, there is a scripture text from the 
Authorised Version, with devotional comments by 
the author. In addition, there is usually a quotation 
from a variety of Christian writers and/or a hymn or 
spiritual poem. A number of themes are helpfully dealt 
with, such as, suffering, loneliness, God’s providence, 
the need for prayer for ourselves and our leaders, 
and appreciating the worship of God. The readings 
therefore have a timeless application, and not only 
for providing spiritual comfort and encouragement to 
those impacted by the current pandemic.

The texts quoted are taken from thirty-four different 
books of the Bible and are helpfully indexed for the 
reader. Around one third of the texts are taken from the 
Book of Psalms – a reminder to us, as a psalm-singing 
denomination, of their relevance and application to 
the different situations experienced in life.

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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and Ephesus, and Chapter 13 deals with Acts 15, 
demonstrating the need for provincial synods.

Jus Divinum shows that Erastianism, Episcopacy 
and Independency emanate from ‘pope-self’ (Luther). 
Also, most Presbyterian churches are not purely 
Presbyterian. Authoritarianism ever stalks the true 
kirk: a Diotrephes (3 John 9,10) can often overshadow 
the plurality of elders, as our recent history painfully 
demonstrates. The Free Church (Continuing) must 
oppose the “monarchical government of popes or 
prelates” (p.54) invading our borders again. As a 
manifesto for the church’s independence founded on 
unimpeachable law, this work has currency: to find it 
acceptable that churches are shut, even in a pandemic, 
by the civil government instead of by the church’s 
government, breaches Jus Divinum, and is Erastian.

This volume complements John R. de Witt’s Jus 
Divinum: The Westminster Assembly & the Divine Right 
of Church Government (1969), and The Westminster 
Assembly’s Grand Debate (2014) by the same publisher, 
and is highly commended!
Rev. Raymond A. Kemp

Pastors and their Critics
Joel R. Beeke & Nick 
Thompson, P&R, pbk, 192pp, 
£12.00

If ever there was a day in 
which church people ought 
to encourage their ministers, 

it is surely today. In former 
times a minister in our country 
might hope to have five hundred 

or more in his church; but today he may need to be 
content with twenty or thirty. However you try to 
explain it, the truth is that church life has undergone a 
drastic numerical decline.

For this reason, if for no other, church people need 
to be very careful they do not discourage their minister. 
We are all apt to make unhelpful comments which hurt 
the preacher. But today we need to watch our naughty 
tongue more than ever. Ministers are all seeking to 
preach the truth – at least, REAL ministers are. But 
not all who hear good preaching are wise enough to 
encourage their minister.

I have lived long enough to have heard some critical 
remarks from people in church. I have felt the sting 
of criticism from people who ought to have known 
better. Examples of how to hurt a good preacher are 
not hard to remember. “We enjoyed the sermon last 
week, minister, when you were away.” “Young minister, 
should you ever have put on a clerical collar?” “Your 
sermons are all the same.” “Preachers today can’t be 

compared with what they were when I was young,” 
etc., etc.

To encourage faithful preachers in this difficult day 
I would like to recommend this recently-published 
book, which looks at the problem of coping in the 
ministry with critics and their criticisms. Of course, 
ministers too are capable of causing harm by their poor 
preaching or unholy lifestyles. It is all too possible for 
a preacher to preach what is right but to live in a way 
that is wrong. So both preachers and hearers can be 
benefited by reading a book which looks thoroughly at 
the theme of criticism.

Happy are those preachers who preach the truth in 
love and readily pardon any whose mouths are habitually 
critical. And happy are those church people who educate 
the tongue to say to their dear minister only what will be 
for his comfort and encouragement. 
Rev. Maurice J. Roberts

A Christian Cordial: Short Sayings by Samuel 
Rutherford on the Topic of Salvation
Compiled and adapted for young believers by 
John M. Brentnall, pbk, 40pp, £7.50 (inc. p&p). 
Available direct from Dr J. M. Brentnall, 5 Rosier 
Crescent, Swanwick, Derbyshire DE55 1RS.

The great Scottish theologian Samuel Rutherford 
was a master of the striking, potent aphorism. 
His letters are full of these short sayings, and Dr 

Brentnall has done a valuable service in compiling and 
adapting a careful selection of them, ordered logically 
by subject: God; man; Christ; the Gospel; holiness; 
and Heaven. The result is a most edifying collection 
of quotations, full of individual interest, and yet with 
a natural and logical development from doctrine to 
practice.

Hence consider the order of the section on 
Repentance:

“Repentance is a work of the gospel, not of the law.
Christ died and rose again to purchase repentance. 
Not nature, but Grace causes men sorrow for sin as 
sin.
Daily confess daily sin.” (p.26)
Some of the sayings have a powerful imagery of 

their own: “Christ is a mass, a sea, and boundless river 
of a visible, living and breathing grace.” (p.24) “Like 
a beggar holding a stump, I hold out my lame faith to 
Christ, and cry: ‘Lord Jesus, work a miracle!’” (p.25)

These sayings are worthy of being meditated on. 
Though this is only a pamphlet, it is the distillation 
of much spiritual meat and would be well worth 
purchasing, even by those who already possess the full 
collected Letters.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
1 Lennox Road, Lennoxtown, 
Glasgow G66 7HN
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
March         April         May
14  Cross, Portree        4    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores  2    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s
21  Glasgow–Knightswood       11  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis  9    Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack & 
28  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane,       18  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville        Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl
       Scalpay Harris        25  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,  
            Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath              (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:”

2 Thessalonians 3:1
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