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Christians have always faced persecution. It 
generally arises when the state either favours 
a false religion or opposes religion altogether. 

Reports suggest that in many countries the situation 
for believers is worsening. We thank God that, because 
of our Protestant Christian identity as a country, we 
have been spared this hardship over recent centuries, 
yet we sense that a change is occurring. As our land 
becomes increasingly secular in its outlook, with more 
and more people sceptical of historic Christian belief, 
so our religious and civil liberties are being eroded. 
The Lord’s people are meeting with opposition to their 
beliefs in the public arena, and in Scotland expressing 
some of those beliefs in the privacy of one’s home 
could now be a criminal offence.

Counsel
Scripture has wise counsel for us in every situation 
in life. Persecution is mentioned in the Beatitudes, 
the spiritual portrait of believers painted by Christ 
as He began His Sermon on the Mount. The last (and 
lengthiest) beatitude is: “Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you.” (Matt. 5:10-12) Christ then declared to His 
disciples that they were “the salt of the earth” and “the 
light of the world”, and encouraged them to maintain a 
faithful witness (vv.13,14).

The subject of persecution is not one which the 
disciples would naturally have wished to consider, nor 
we who are Christ’s followers today, yet it demands 
our attention. Spurgeon wrote, “God had a Son that 
had no fault, but He never had a son that was not 
found fault with.” It is seen now in the way Christians 
are criticised and penalised for their ‘unacceptable’ 
moral views. Without the instruction of God’s word we 
will find ourselves unprepared, if, like the twelve, we 
are delivered up to the councils, and brought before 
governors and kings (Matt. 10:17,18). On current 
trends, perhaps we should say when, not if.

Enmity
The opening book of the Bible explains this persecution. 
After our first parents sinned, God said to the serpent: 
“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed” (Gen. 3:15). No 
conflict existed between Satan and fallen mankind at 
that moment, but God would bring it about by blessing 
His people with His saving grace in Jesus Christ and 
leaving others in their sins and captive to the devil. 
Obedience to the Lord meets with opposition from a 
wicked world. Jesus said to the disciples: “If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.” (John 15:19)

Apart from divine restraint, the response of the 
ungodly to the godly in their midst will be persecution. 
This may take place within the visible church, when 
the tares outnumber the wheat. It was first evident 
with Cain, who killed his brother Abel. “And wherefore 
slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and 
his brother’s righteous.” (1 John 3:12) It was seen with 
Ishmael, who mocked Isaac (Gen. 21:9), and it has 
continued down through the generations. “But as then 
he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.” (Gal. 4:29) 
The worldly church cannot abide men who are valiant 
for the truth, as we frequently witness.

Cause
Christ says that the blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake and for His sake. Not 
all suffering is righteous suffering, or suffering which 
is blessed by God. The question we must always ask 
is, What are we suffering for? There have been many 
who, even for religious ends, have given their goods to 
the poor and their body to be burned, but it did not 
profit them because they had no love for the Lord (1 
Cor. 13:3). They sought their own glory rather than 
His. It is not the suffering itself, but the cause for which 
one suffers which matters. If the cause is wrong, then 
no amount of suffering can make it just or glorious, 
even if that cause is being pursued by believers. But, 
“if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye” (1 
Pet. 3:14).
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The persecution of believers comes in different 
ways. In the beatitude, Jesus highlighted the most 
familiar form: abusive, malicious, lying words. Sanballat 
and Tobiah scorned the Jews as they rebuilt the walls of 
Jerusalem, and misrepresented their efforts (Neh. 4:1-
3; 6:5-8). Evil words often lead to evil deeds, backbiting 
to the shedding of blood. Often the antagonism is quite 
irrational, as Christ demonstrated. “For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a 
devil. The Son of man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners.” (Matt. 11:18,19) 
When men have a hatred in their hearts for the gospel, 
any objection will do. On the one hand, Christians are 
narrow and killjoys; on the other hand, they are much 
like everyone else, and therefore hypocrites!

Promise
Christians are following in the steps of the Saviour 
who was “despised and rejected of men” (Isa. 53:3). 
As William Secker wrote, “While a saint is a dove in 
the eyes of God, he is only a raven in the estimation of 
sinners.” Paul said of himself and others who preach 
the glorious gospel, “we are made as the filth of the 
world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this 
day” (1 Cor. 4:13), and John saw under the altar “the 
souls of them that were slain for the word of God, 
and for the testimony which they held” (Rev. 6:9). 
Throughout history, believers in one place or another 
have had to lament to the Lord, “For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter.” (Rom. 8:36)

The same attitude shown by the ungodly to the King 
of kings is shown to His loyal subjects. Persecution is 
part of Christ’s cross, but the wonderful truth is that 
heaven belongs to His faithful people! This is the great 
reward given by the Father to Christ’s dear sheep (Luke 
12:32). The promise of heaven has sustained believers 
in their darkest hours, even in the prison cell and at 
the stake. David, “a man after [God’s] own heart” (Acts 
13:22), was harried for years by Saul and his assassins, 
but he looked forward to beholding Christ’s face in 
righteousness (Ps. 17:15). Before Stephen, “a man full 

of faith and of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 6:5), was stoned 
by his Jewish kinsmen, he saw Christ standing on God’s 
right hand, ready to receive his spirit (Acts 7:55,59).

Joy
Jesus applies this beatitude to His disciples by telling 
them, on account of their eternal reward, to rejoice. 
Peter did the same when directing believers as to 
how they should face their fiery trials: “But rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy.” (1 Pet. 4:13) Our rejoicing is 
in the Lord Jesus, who suffered the divine wrath and 
curse in the place of His people, so that trusting in Him 
we might be spared the suffering we deserve, which 
is eternal punishment for our sins. If we have been 
spared that, then we should count it an honour when 
the Lord calls us to bear insults, slander, cruelty or any 
injustice for His sake: “if any man suffer as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf.” (1 Pet. 4:16)

How we meet persecution is a challenge to every 
professing Christian. The great thing to understand 
is that persecution, like everything else, is appointed 
for us by our loving God and Father. “For unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, 
but also to suffer for his sake” (Phil. 1:29). Persecution 
has its work to do, by weaning us from this world and 
obliging us to lean more fully upon Christ, in whom we 
are preserved unto everlasting life. The Lord causes us 
to go through fire and water here, but it is that He may 
bring us out into “a wealthy place” (Ps. 66:12). 

Comfort
The apostles were persecuted, but they were “not 
forsaken” (2 Cor. 4:9). How could they be? Paul had 
once persecuted the church of God (1 Cor. 15:9), but 
then he met Jesus Christ, whose first words to him 
were, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4)  
In persecuting the church’s members, Saul had been 
persecuting the church’s Head; the union between Christ 
and His own is that real, that close, and that precious. 
The comfort for believers is obvious: if I must endure 
ill-treatment as a Christian, then the Lord who loves me 
as His own body will take care of me, strengthen me and 
grant me deliverance from my foes at length.

If persecution comes in our land, then so be it. It will 
be of God and for the good of His cause. Hear Spurgeon 
again: “The ship of the church never sails so gloriously 
along as when the bloody spray of her martyrs falls on 
her deck.” May God give us grace to love Christ more 
than we love our lives.
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There are four main elements that constitute 
what Scripture refers to as walking with God. 
These are agreement with God, consecration to 

God, communion with God, and dependence upon God.

Agreement with God
The prophet Amos reminds us that two cannot walk 
together unless they be agreed (Amos 3:3). But the 
believing sinner and a holy God have been reconciled 
through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that 
now both parties are of one mind regarding the person 
of Christ. Of Him, God the Father says, “my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17; 17:5), and of 
Him also the believing sinner says, “my beloved Saviour 
in whose person and work I am well pleased.” To both 
God and the sinner, He is the beloved One.

Consecration to God
By the miracle of regenerating grace, the sinner is 
enabled to exercise faith in Christ by leaning the whole 
weight of his never-dying soul’s eternal security upon the 
person and finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to realise in Him, as the crucified and risen Redeemer, 
the sweet persuasion of sins forgiven, acceptance with 
God, adoption into the divine family – in short, that the 
banner of God over him now is holy love. The seed of 
consecration to God – and indeed of communion with 
God – is at that moment implanted in that soul by the 
Holy Spirit, who has taken up residence there, in the 
sense that new desires are implanted therein – the 
desire to serve God out of a sense of gratitude and great 
indebtedness (“What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits toward me?” Ps. 116:12) and the desire to 
know Him more fully – not just to know about Him, but 
to know Him experimentally.

Although that believer’s soul is thus already secured 
by the redemptive mercies of God, he ought also to give 
formal expression to these divinely implanted desires 
by daily verbally transacting with God and entering 
into vows to serve him by giving obedience, by God’s 
grace, to the exhortations and dictates of Scripture. 
For example, he must recognise that he is not his own 
but Christ’s, and he must consecrate himself daily to 
“present [his body] a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is [his] reasonable service.” (Rom. 
12:1) He must prayerfully resolve not to be conformed 
to the world’s lifestyle but to be transformed by the 
renewing and management of his thought life.

Although the consecration of self must be our 
primary concern, the consecration of self must include 
all other consecrations. If we belong to God, then 
all that is ours is God’s. Our time is God’s; so is our 
money, our talents, our influence, all that we have. Our 
consecration ought to be in all aspects of our lives; 
consecration in great things will not atone for neglect 
in smaller and more trifling matters. The clear motto 
of our Christian lives ought to be, “to me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). It is in such consecrated living that 
the joy of the Lord and the subjective assurance of our 
salvation are to be realised.

Communion with God
The exercised believer can have frequent 
communications with the Lord Jesus. In prayer the 
believer speaks to God when he brings his confessions, 
his thanksgivings, his petitions and his supplications 
in the name of Christ, and God in turn speaks to him 
in and through His word. When in a walk of faith the 
believer at times encounters difficult providences, 
he is enabled to realise afresh in his own experience 
the faithfulness of his God as he pleads from the word 
the appropriate promise relevant to that providence. 
He then has fellowship with God, not only in His 
faithfulness but also in the sweet mercy that is also 
enfolded within that promise.

He also has fellowship with the Lord in prayer 
when the Spirit who dwells within his heart, knowing 
the mind of Christ as He intercedes for him in heaven, 
enables him to offer prayer that is an echo of that 
intercession in heaven above. When, for example, we 
pray that the Lord would keep us in the face of the 
world’s allurements or threatenings, that prayer is an 
echo of the intercession of the High Priest above. “Holy 
Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.” 
(John 17:11) There is also communion with the Lord 
and His people as we partake together of the bread and 
wine of the Lord’s table, and with the ear of faith hear 
His words, “this is my body, which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor. 11:24)

Dependence upon God
In one word, this means that we must always 
acknowledge our need of the Spirit’s help in all that we 
do. “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing” (John 6:63).

DEVOTIONAL

WALKING WITH GOD
REV. JOHN MACLEOD
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In March we considered the great truth that God 
is love, and last month we considered where that 
truth is revealed, namely in Scripture, which is the 

inspired Word of God. Now we must ask, whom does 
God love?

Loved and Chosen
One doesn’t read far in Scripture without coming across 
the truth of ‘election’. For some, this seems a frightening 
truth. Others seek to blunt its edge in the vain hope of 
making it more palatable to carnal tastes. What is too 
often missed however, is the vital connection between 
love and election. Consider the following examples.

Moses told the Israelites that God had loved and 
chosen them (Deut. 7:7,8). In explaining this favour 
to them, he discounted any reason for it which might 
depend upon themselves. The reason for Israel being 
loved and chosen lies entirely with God, without any 
regard to them as a people or as individuals, in terms of 
their worth, value, goodness, merit or any other claim. 
On the contrary, it simply pleased God to set his love 
upon certain people; thus they were loved and chosen.

Some might object that this belongs in the Old 
Testament. We should note in passing that the New 
Testament never uses the phrase ‘the Old Testament’; 
rather it refers to ‘the scriptures’ – a term which is also 
applied to the New Testament (2 Pet. 3:16). In any case, 
in the New Testament we have the same combination 
of ‘loved’ and ‘chosen’ as in the Old, for example in 
Ephesians 1:4, where Paul states that believers are 
“chosen...in love”. There is complete harmony in all the 
Scriptures.

A Premier Blessing
Far from election being distasteful, Paul states that 
election is the first of all the blessings believers have. 
He writes: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as 
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world” (Eph. 1:3,4).

We see three things here. First, it was the Father 
who chose us. Second, it was an eternal choice, being 
before the world began. Third, it was a uniting choice, 
for we were chosen in Christ. In other words, election 
is eternal, unconditional and Christological. However, 
what is significant is that in Paul’s list of spiritual 
blessings, election comes before holiness, adoption, 
acceptance, redemption and forgiveness! That cannot 
be ignored. It is clear: election is the premier blessing 
we have from the God of all grace.

A Comprehensive Blessing
If we go back to Deuteronomy 7, we see that election 
is the ground for the grandest display of God’s 
redeeming love. It was precisely because of election 
that God redeemed his people from bondage in Egypt. 
Another theme found in that chapter is holiness. We 
note that God did not choose Israel because they were 
holy; rather, he chose them so that they would be holy. 
Israel was called to walk in the way of holiness: their 
response to their election and redemption was to be 
a gracious, hearty, law-keeping obedience to their 
covenant God.

The same thing is taught elsewhere. Paul says to 
the Ephesians, “he hath chosen us...that we should be 
holy” (Eph. 1:4); God chooses sinners in order to make 
them holy. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” (2 
Thess. 2:13). God chooses us to the whole of salvation! 
This salvation includes our faith and sanctification.

DOCTRINE

WHOM DOES GOD LOVE?
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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the will of the Father. Worryingly, it takes no account 
of the Trinity and undermines the simplicity of God. 
Hypothet-ical universalism doesn’t have just two 
problems (the Father and the Son), it has three (the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit). Such a system 
creates a desire in the Father which he has no intention 
of fulfilling, and the Holy Spirit has no intention 
of bringing to pass. George Smeaton perceptively 
commented that Amyraldianism was a revolt (from 
the teaching of the Synod of Dort), a defect (regarding 
God’s decree), and incoherent (in its exegesis of 
Scripture). Samuel Rutherford rightly notes that the 
love spoken of in John 3:16 is not a universal love but 
an actual saving love. George Gillespie says he cannot 
understand how there can be a universal love in God 
for all mankind, which is a denial of reprobation.

Incredible Comfort
Who has not heard the phrase, ‘all things for good’? 
The origin of course is Romans 8:28, where we read 
that “all things work together for good...according to 
his purpose.” Too often these two things are disjoined. 
Paul states without hesitation that the reason all things 
work together for good is because there is a purpose 
that is being followed. Yet we must ask, for whom do 
all things work together for good? Too often we hear it 
stated as a universal maxim, a truth for all people, but 
this is not so. This promise applies solely “to them that 
love God, to them who are the called”.

Every believer, therefore, enjoys this promise. To 
emphasise its delight, Thomas Watson called it ‘a 
divine cordial’. As he says, it is a dish at a feast. Not only 
do good things work for our good, but the worst things 
as well. And not just some things, but all things. Watson 
shows how the entire Trinity, angels, sacraments, 
fellowship, afflictions, Satan, temptation and sin all 
contribute to this cordial. Some may not realise that 
what works for good to the elect, works to the hurt 
of the ungodly. That too is a cordial, in a world where 
the seeming success of the wicked contrasts with the 
hardship of saints.

As we survey this precious subject, we can but say 
with Rutherford that the love of Christ “has neither 
brim nor bottom.”

The Necessity of Election
Our catalogue of problems as sinners is fully delineated 
in Ephesians 2:1-3. Paul begins with our death (“dead 
in trespasses and sins”), and then refers to our sinful 
disposition (“ye walked according to the course 
of this world”), our disobedience (“the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience”), our 
depravity (“fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind”), and finally our doom (“and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others”).

The fundamental problem is our spiritual bondage. 
In the estate of sin and misery, we have no hope from 
within ourselves; there is neither the power nor the 
desire for deliverance. This is where election matters. 
Those whom God has loved and chosen, he delivers. By 
the gracious work of his Spirit, we who were spiritually 
dead are quickened, or made alive. What Luther 
referred to as ‘the bondage of the will’ demands that a 
power outside of ourselves work in us. God alone has 
that power.

A Salvific Blessing
The Lord Jesus Christ firmly believed and taught the 
doctrine of election. He stated unequivocally that he 
came into the world for those whom he termed his 
‘sheep’ (John 10:10,11), and declared, “I give unto 
them eternal life” (v.28). This is why they come to 
saving faith and follow him. As for the rest, Christ says, 
“ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep” (v.26). 
If they were his, they would believe, but they do not 
believe, because they are not his. Election determines 
the outcome of the gospel; the outcome of the gospel 
does not determine election. Election leads to faith, 
not faith to election.

Christ adds that he lays down his life “for the 
sheep” (v.15), meaning the sheep only. Some attempt 
to circum-vent this by the invention of what is known 
as ‘hypothetical universalism’. This belief is commonly 
called Amyraldianism, after the French theologian 
Moïse Amyraut (1596-1664), its early advocate. As 
the Reformed theologian J.V. Fesko explains, this 
position distinguishes a twofold decree in God: first, 
to send Christ into the world to save all men by his 
atoning death upon the condition of faith; second, to 
give the elect a special grace enabling them to believe. 
Hypothetical universalism attempts to combine an 
unlimited atonement with a particular redemption, and 
it does so at the price of sacrificing the effectiveness of 
Christ’s atoning work. Equally significant, it assumes a 
conflict between the Son’s universal work of atonement 
and the Father’s particular purpose of election.

To suggest a will in the Father which is at odds with 
the will of the Son is erroneous, as the Son always does 
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In my almost seventy years I have never heard of so 
many deaths of people I know as during this past 
year. True many of them are old, but they are still 

precious to those they leave behind. It is a shock when 
someone dies even when they are elderly. Perhaps it 
is an old mother. Maybe she is in her nineties, deaf, 
partially blind, frail and hardly able to walk, but there is 
all the difference in the world between a living person 
and a corpse. Even when the memory goes, your mum 
is still your mum and you remember all the love and 
care which she showered on you from the day of your 
birth. Others know the pain of losing a spouse, a child, 
a brother or sister, or a close friend. How do we cope? 
What comfort does God give us as we grieve over loved 
ones?

The Unbeliever
There is of course all the difference in the world 
between the death of someone we know to be a real 
Christian and someone of whom we have no such 
assurance. Jesus said, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) He 
described two gates and two roads. One is a narrow 
gate which few find, opening into a narrow way leading 
to life, and the other is a broad gate and way leading to 
damnation, and “many there be which go in thereat” 
(Matt. 7:13). If our friend showed no interest in the 
Saviour and was never converted, no matter how kind, 
morally upright and loving he was, when he dies he 
will go immediately to hell to be tormented under the 
just wrath of God forever. Is there then no comfort for 
us in this situation, but just awful despair? Thankfully 
there is a little comfort. God is Judge. He knows the 

heart. Much can be going on in the secrecy of the soul 
of which we are unaware. Even in the last moments of 
a person’s existence in this world they may cry to God 
for mercy, with a confession of faith in Christ, and be 
saved. We do not have much to encourage us in this 
but where there is life there is hope, because Christ is 
freely offered as Saviour to all.

A Funeral
Recently, taking a funeral, I was struck by Paul’s 
repeated command to the Thessalonians to comfort 
one another. “Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:18), and also, “Wherefore 
comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, 
even as also ye do.” (5:11) Let us look at his words 
in this epistle and draw comfort for ourselves. First, 
notice the way the apostle speaks of death: “them also 
which sleep in Jesus” (4:14). Death perhaps terrifies us. 
Indeed it is called “the king of terrors.” (Job 18:14) Paul 
describes it as “the last enemy” (1 Cor. 15:26). Yet what 
can be gentler than falling asleep? For the Christian 
death is like that. We may fear the pains that may come 
before a person dies, though thankfully this discomfort 
can often be greatly reduced nowadays with palliative 
care. You go to bed at night. Are you aware of the exact 
moment when you fall asleep? Death is often like that 
even for the wicked, “there are no bands in their death” 
(Ps. 73:4).

There is another wonderful truth here: “For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 
(4:14) You close your eyes on this world and you open 
them in glory. What comfort we find in this! Our eyes 
are closed on a sinful, miserable, painful world and then 
the eyes of our souls are opened in Paradise looking 
into the face of the Saviour we love. This is beautifully 
taught by our Lord in the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus: “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom” 
(Luke 16:22). Though poor Lazarus had many trials 
and troubles, and when he died there was perhaps no 
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“Much can be going 
on in the secrecy of 
the soul of which we 
are unaware.”
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but in a glorified and perfect state fit for a happy 
eternity with their Saviour.

Contrast
There is no promise in Scripture for the unbeliever, 
but the Bible has wonderful things to say to the true 
Christian. The ungodly are dead in trespasses and sins 
and Paul writes: “For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thief.” (5:3,4) We are not 
to be frightened as we look into the future: “For God 
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” 
(5:9,10) The unregenerate despise God’s children and 
often mock and persecute them, but what a contrast at 
death! What a difference there will be on the Judgement 
day between those in Christ and those out of Christ. 
Jesus will say to some, “Come, ye blessed”, and to 
others, “Depart from me, ye cursed” (Matt. 25:34,41).

Grieving
Often in today’s churches Christians are taught to 
celebrate a life and to give thanks at a funeral rather 
than grieve over a loss, but the biblical teaching is 
that a certain amount of grief is right and appropriate. 
For example, when Stephen died we are told, “devout 
men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him.” (Acts 8:2) At the grave of 
Lazarus our Saviour wept and joined in sympathy 
with Martha and Mary. He intended to raise Lazarus, 
but He could see the misery that sin brought into the 
world and, no doubt, He also wept and groaned at the 
unbelief He witnessed. So it is right to grieve, but there 
can be too much grief and indeed anger with God for 
having taken away a loved one.

As Christians, we submit to the will of God. Rev. 
Robert Finlayson (1793-1861) of Lochs lost his two 
boys fishing in a boat in the loch opposite the manse. 
He prayed, “Since thou hast deprived me of my two 
sons, make up to me my loss by giving me more love 
to thine own Son.” We must take heed to Paul’s words, 
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.” (4:13) Each death 
should make us more conscious that, “here have we no 
continuing city, but we seek one to come.” (Heb. 13:14) 
As our loved ones pass on to glory, we should feel 
more like strangers in this world, and look forward to 
heaven. The house of many mansions should become 
more welcoming to us as our eternal home.

one around who cared, yet the angels were present 
and carried his soul in triumph to heaven. The first 
experience I had of the death of a close loved one was 
the passing of my father. It felt as if heaven drew near. 
He had suffered from a stroke, was deaf and blind and 
very feeble, but now I could visualise him before the 
throne of glory, hearing and seeing things that I had 
never heard or seen and singing the praises of his 
glorious Redeemer.

The Body
The body is left behind. How should we view it? 
The Shorter Catechism, in answer to Question 37, 
wonderfully explains this, “The souls of believers 
are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do 
immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being 
still united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.” The body of a Christian is precious. 
When we believe in Jesus we are united to Christ. We 
are composed of a body and soul and both are united 
to Christ. When we die, the soul united to Christ goes 
to heaven, but the body, still united to Christ, remains 
behind for a time. This body may be wasted by disease. 
It may be a shadow of its former glory because of old 
age. There may be much about it that is repugnant, 
but it is beloved of the Lord and united to Christ. We 
must treat it with great respect and lay it carefully in 
the grave.

Paul has spoken of sleep. It is not the soul which 
sleeps, but rather the body in its bed of earth. But that 
is not the end of the body. Paul adds: “For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent [precede] them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
(4:15-17) At the end of world history, Christ will 
return and the first thing that will happen will be the 
resurrection of Christians. Their bodies will not arise 
in the decrepit state in which they were when buried, 
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and both are united 
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“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
(Romans 12:1)

The pinnacle of God’s plan of redemption is the 
cross work of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was God 
the Son in our nature who offered up himself a 

sacrifice to satisfy divine justice; that which was the 
sinner’s due, but what the sinner could never do. The 
sacrifices of the Old Testament administration pointed 
the offerer to this greater sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
The whole of the ceremonial system anticipated the 
coming of him, who by the shedding of his own blood 
would purchase the church of God in atoning for the 
sins of his people.

What we also see in the voluntary sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ is the greatest act of self-denial in the history 
of mankind. During his valedictory address to his 
disciples, the Lord Jesus called them his friends; this 
was immediately after he had instructed them that 
there was no greater love than a man, in denial of self, 
laying down his life for his friends (John 15:13,14). 
The lives of disciples are to be informed and shaped 
by their imitation of Christ in his self-denial. Jesus 
prescribes a life of self-denial for his disciples at the 
outset of their Christian lives. “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me.” (Matt. 16:24)

It is this major prescription for the Christian life that 
the Apostle sets before us in our text. The exhortation 
is that we are to be “living sacrifices” unto God. This 
is the sum of the Christian life: it is a life of self-denial 
in a whole consecration and dedication to God. In our 
being ‘living sacrifices’, we offer up ourselves daily and 
willingly to God in spiritual worship. We remember 
John Calvin’s personal motto: “My heart I offer to Thee, 
O Lord, promptly and sincerely.”

Our Motive in Offering
The Apostle exhorts Christians to be ‘living sacrifices’ 
by the mercies of God. All the glorious truths of salvation 
which Paul had set out in the previous chapters of 
the epistle (1:8-11:36) are here summed up by “the 
mercies of God”. In light of the mercy of God in their 
redemption, believers ought to dedicate themselves 
entirely to God. When we meditate upon the mercy of 
God as Paul has set it out for us, we have the greatest 

and best motive for being ‘living sacrifices’. Just think 
on these select truths: our only hope is a righteousness 
provided by Christ (ch.3); our justification is sure and 
comes from Christ alone (ch.5); our deliverance from 
sin (ch.8); our adoption by God (ch.8).

In commenting on our text, the Puritan theologian 
and preacher Thomas Goodwin (1600-80) adds 
references to chapters 9 to 11 and states regarding 
the word “therefore” in the text: “it especially sends us 
to election, and the mercies in the bowels of it, of which 
he had treated in three chapters immediately before.” 
Therefore, when we consider the whole plan of 
redemption from eternity, and accomplished for us in 
time, this ought to motivate us who are the redeemed 
to offer ourselves in spiritual worship to God as living 
sacrifices. The Scottish evangelist Robert Haldane 
(1764-1842) wrote: “Paul presents the mercies of God 
to the mind of believers, as the most powerful incitement 
to devote themselves to His service.”

Our Method in Offering
Under the New Testament administration the offering 
of animals as sacrifices is no longer necessary, 
because the offering of Christ fulfilled that which was 
anticipated in them. The presentation of an animal for 
sacrifice in the New Covenant is unholy, unacceptable, 
and unreasonable. Instead Christians, upon the virtue 
of the sacrifice of Christ, present their bodies (and their 
minds [v.2]) as ‘living sacrifices’, holy and acceptable 
unto God. It is a complete consecration of the whole 
man in a life lived perpetually for God.

Paul also instructed the believers at Corinth that 
they were to glorify God in their bodies, and in their 
spirits, because both belonged to God (1 Cor. 6:20). 
In our Christian lives we are to employ the whole 
man to the honour and glory of God, because that is 
the rational thing for us to do; God has redeemed us 
in both body and soul. In commenting on Paul’s use of 
‘bodies’ in our text Calvin writes: “By bodies he means 
not only our skin and bones but the totality of which we 
are composed.”

As Christians we are to practise self-denial daily 
in our offering of ourselves as ‘living sacrifices’. We 
are not dead offerings, but offerings which have been 
brought from death to life in Christ. We demonstrate 
this in the employing of our bodies in righteousness. It 
is possible that Paul was making reference to an earlier 
portion of his epistle, where he exhorted believers to 
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yield their members “as instruments of righteousness 
unto God”, as those that are “alive from the dead” 
(6:13). The method of our offering then is our daily 
living in Christ; the whole man in constant dedication 
and whole consecration to God.

Our Reasonable Service in Offering
The Apostle further states that such a presenting of our 
bodies as ‘living sacrifices’ is our reasonable service. 
What he is saying is that this act of spiritual worship 
is a rational act on behalf of the believer. When we live 
for God in whole consecration, it is to be a conscious 
act. We are to live unto God as intelligent and rational 
beings. We are not those of a blind and uninformed 
faith. It is counter-cultural today to state that the 

rational man believes in God, but this is what Paul is 
saying. The Christian is not to live as the wicked man 
of “a reprobate mind” (1:28), but as a rational creature 
who is fulfilling the purpose of creation itself in living 
to the glory of God.

Are you employing your mind, your reason, your 
intellect in the offering of yourself as a ‘living sacrifice’ 
unto God? The Christian religion is a thinking religion; 
the Christian man is a thinking man. Believers are to 
think upon the mercies of God toward them in Christ, 
which results in a life of self-denial in the daily offering 
of themselves to God as ‘living sacrifices’. Are you living 
as a ‘living sacrifice’, holy, acceptable unto God? If not, 
why not? Paul says to us, think upon Christ, for this is 
your reasonable service.

PRACTICAL RELIGION / LIVING SACRIFICES

A PROMISE FOR THE LONELY CHRISTIAN
REV. JAMES CLARK

“Lo, I am with you alway [all the days]” (Matthew 28:20)

This promise is only given to disciples, followers 
of Christ. It does not say that you feel that you 
are with Him always. What you do have is a 

promise that He will abide with you. God is aware 
that He is with you even when you are not; when you 
have a sense of being abandoned and left in fearful 
isolation.

The Experience of Loneliness
You feel that God has suddenly departed and the empty 
walls simply echo your forlorn cries. There may be 
other people around, but you feel emotionally numb to 
their presence; the gulf between you and them cannot 
be closed because it is a gulf of incomprehension. You 
are as the sparrow upon the housetop (Ps. 102:7), 
and the emptiness within you projects an emptiness 
around you. One woman said: “Everything was going 
alright until all of a sudden I became so lonely. This 
awful loneliness just came over me and dug into me. I 
couldn’t get rid of it and I don’t know why. There was 
nothing I could do about it. It was terrible. I couldn’t 
stand it. I wanted to die.” Suddenly, sensed communion 

with Christ had gone. Moreover, attempts to regain 
it by using the means of grace failed; she could not 
recover consciously what she had before. 

There is an element of surprise in this. We did 
not expect such loneliness as we attempted to follow 
Christ; and yet it may become a significant part of 
the journey. It is a painful realisation to learn that 
the promises of Christ, while real, may be unfelt. The 
degree (not the fact) of communion we have with Him 
fluctuates within our range of sensibility.

The Promise of Christ
A promise can be real but not felt when sought or prayed 
for. Sometimes it is difficult to “set the Lord always 
before me”, as David said (Ps. 16:8). Nevertheless, you 
are always before Him, never out of His sight (Ps. 139). 
His promise reassures us in our heartfelt loneliness. In 
the midst of all other words, His words abide, “I am 
with you always.” The Father confirms, “This is my 
beloved Son...hear ye him.” (Matt. 17:5) He does not 
say that this sense of loneliness will be removed soon, 
but He does say that He will be with you in it...all the 
days! And when the days end, loneliness shall end with 
them. “Lord, remember me.”
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My young friend, I’m sure you have often heard 
faith, hope and love (or ‘charity’) grouped 
together. These are the excellent spiritual 

graces commended by Paul in 1 Corinthians 13. But have 
you ever given any thought to what the opposite qualities 
might be? They are unbelief, despair and hatred.

Where there is no faith, there is unbelief. Where 
there is no spiritual hope, there is spiritual despair, 
and where there is no true, God-given love, there is 
God-focused hatred.

A Special Place
How much we need these three great graces! 1 
Corinthians 13 assures us that they have a special 
place: they excel all God’s gifts. I hope that many of 
you who read this have begun a life with the Lord. My 
purpose is to set out things that will help you to live 
the best life for Him, serving him well your whole life.

Faith, hope and love are so special, because they 
abide! The Corinthians were facing a major shock. 
All these charismatic gifts were to be cut off, as the 
canon of Scripture would close in a few decades. Paul 
is weaning them off gifts and onto graces, because 
he knows that graces last. Paul cares for his flock in 
Corinth. They were getting entangled in charismatic 
gifts that would soon disappear. Even with healings 
and tongues, they were still in the second division of 
God’s gifts. Paul emphasises this.

Faith, hope and love excel all gifts because they 
abide. It is the Saviour’s prayer that “faith fail not” 
(Luke 22:32), hope in Christ is an “anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast” (Heb. 6:19), and nothing “shall 
separate us from the love of Christ” (Rom. 8:35). That 
these graces abide means two things today.

A Wrong Focus
The focus of the charismatic/pentecostal churches on 
extraordinary gifts is wrong. Their teaching demotes 
the importance of the primary graces. Put that deep in 
your memory, because you are going to need it as you 
journey through life. You are going to have to be able 
to trust in what God’s Word says here, even more than 
your own senses sometimes!

The image of charismatic churches is that they are 
the ones with more love; that Reformed churches are 
loveless, stuffy affairs. The charismatic churches are 
the ones with faith to heal, inspired tongues, and other 
alleged miracles; Reformed Christians don’t have that 
much faith!

That is the presentation. Don’t believe that 
presentation. The Bible says that an over-emphasis 
on gifts is a danger, because it demotes love, faith and 
hope from their due prominence. Graces are better 
than gifts. That is what you believe (1 Cor. 13:13).

Your Great Ambition
Faith, hope and love must be at the hub of our Christian 
lives. Even if we are not distracted by charismatic gifts, 
do other things distract us instead? That too is wrong.

What is the focus of your spiritual life? This is all the 
more vital to sort out whilst you are young. Make the 
pursuit of these three core graces the great ambition 
of your Christian life! Measure yourself by these three 
graces, and you will make real Gospel progress.

Take refuge in this word which Paul cements onto 
these graces: abide. You would be chasing shadows 
if you went off in pursuit of miracle gifts. Christ has 
withdrawn them from service as no longer needed. 
But faith is still open to you. You may happily make the 
pursuit of faith the adventure of your life, knowing that 
you will not have invested years into getting faith, only 
to find that it is removed from use! Faith abides.

Likewise hope. Apply for hope. Hope, grounded in 
Scripture promise, will enable you to scale the highest 
mountains of opposition and trial. The Gospel must 
reach to all the world. God’s glory must cover the 
earth. The Jews must return to the Lord. There will be 
life from the dead. Cultivate hope! We must not forget 
heavenly hopes. As a believer you will see Christ: you 
will be like Him, and sin will be left behind. Hope goes 
even further: hope for a perfected body, for vindication 
at the judgement, for sitting down at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. O let hope spring in your soul 
from these abiding truths of Scripture. Invest all you 
can in this stock; it cannot fail.

The Pre-eminence of Love
All three of these graces abide, and yet love is given 
the pre-eminent place. The Lord complained when the 
love of the Ephesians grew cold – they had left their 
first love (Rev. 2:4). True love is jealous and exclusive. 
Guard your love for the Lord, and it will fire every area 
of love in your life – love for your family, love for the 
church, love for the needy, love for the lost.

Sit yourself down under the apple tree of Christ’s 
love for you. His love comes first, and the more you 
enter into the depths of Christ’s love for you, the more 
you will be able to mirror His love to the world.

YOUTH FOCUS

THREE ABIDING GRACES
REV. GREG MACDONALD
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2021 General Assembly (Rev. Graeme Craig, 
Assistant Clerk of Assembly)

Given the uncertainties and difficulties of 
the current Covid-19 situation, the General 
Assembly, which is due to meet (D.V.) on Monday 

24th May 2021, will be held by means of Zoom for the 
second year running. In order to provide public access 
to the Assembly, it is hoped that proceedings will be 
broadcast on the Church’s Facebook page and also 
on the Edinburgh FC(C) YouTube account. The Zoom 
platform will be retained for the use of Commissioners 
only. Please consult the Church website for further 
details nearer the time.

Proceedings will commence at 6.00pm on Monday 
24th with worship, including a sermon from the 
Retiring Moderator, Rev. William Macleod. Thereafter 
the new Moderator will be installed, who will give an 
address himself, around 11.00am on the Tuesday. Rev. 
Murdo Angus Macleod is the Moderator-Designate.

As well as the usual Reports from Committees 
of Assembly, there will be the appointment of a new 
Principal Clerk of Assembly and a new Lecturer in 
Systematic Theology. It is expected that the Monday 
evening will be taken up with Assembly Arrangements 
and Ecumenical Relations. Welfare of Youth, Home & 
Foreign Missions and Psalmody should be taken up 
on the Tuesday evening. Wednesday will begin with 
a Prayer Meeting from 10.00am to 11.00am, followed 
by the Report of the Public Questions, Religion & 
Morals Committee. It is expected that proceedings will 
conclude by 5.00pm that day. Copies of the Reports and 
the draft timetable should be available on the Church 
website the week before the Assembly begins.

The work of the Assembly is important under Jesus 
Christ, the Head of the Church, for the progress of the 
Gospel in our midst. Prayer is encouraged, that the Lord 
may assist the Moderator, Clerks and Commissioners, 
that all may be done in a God-honouring way, and 
that the Lord’s leading and guiding may be evident in 
the decisions made. Those who are able to follow the 
proceedings should find plenty of material to stimulate 
prayer for the various aspects of the Church’s life 
and ministry. May the Lord be pleased to make this a 
profitable Assembly.

Judicial Review of Closure of Churches 
(Rev. Greg MacDonald)

As most will be aware, a judicial review of the 
closure of churches in Scotland during the 
Covid-19 pandemic was heard in the Court of 

Session in Edinburgh on March 11-12th. The review was 
sponsored by Christian Concern and the Christian Legal 

CHURCH NEWS
Centre, and supported by twenty-seven individuals, 
including a number of our own ministers and elders. 
The case was expertly presented by Janys Scott QC, 
and founded mainly on the Constitutional liberties 
assured to the Scottish Church since the Reformation, 
being affirmed again at the Revolution, and enshrined 
in the Acts of Union in 1706/7. The case also ably 
demonstrated the breach of Article Nine rights in terms 
of the European Convention on Human Rights.

On 24th March Lord Braid issued his Opinion, 
coming down decisively in favour of the twenty-
seven Petitioners. At a hearing later that day the 
Scottish Government ministers opted not to appeal 
the decision. This meant that the finding went into 
effect immediately, and churches were able to open for 
public worship at once. The critical nature of this legal 
action cannot easily be overstated. It was founded 
primarily upon our Constitutional rights, guaranteed 
in Scots Law. Government has no right to interfere in 
the Church’s public worship. The argument made by 
the Scottish Government, that mere attendance at 
public worship was a civil matter and not a spiritual 
one, illustrates the weakness of their case.

We are most thankful to God for this ruling, and 
pray that it may long stand as a bulwark of defence for 
the people of God in our land. 

Intensive Suffering Descends on Church in China 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 16 March police in Guiyang City broke 
up a retreat run by Ren’ai [Love] Reformed 
Church (RRC), deeming it “an illegal rally”. 

Three believers served three days in administrative 
detention, but RRC’s Elder Zhang Chunlei has been 
placed in criminal detention as a “fraud suspect”. 
Fears abound that Elder Zhang might share the fate 
of Pastor Wang Yi, of Chengdu’s Early Rain Covenant 
Church, who in December 2019, was jailed for nine 
years for “illegal business operations”. Imprisonment 
is not the only option. For a decade now, the Chinese 
Communist Party’s preferred method of dealing with 
dissidents has been to ‘disappear’ them into secret 
sites where torture is rife. According to Radio Free 
Asia, this method is increasingly being used against 
non-compliant Christians, “to make them renounce 
their faith”.  Please pray.

Quote

“Christ chiefly manifests himself in times of 
affliction, because then the soul unites itself 
most closely by faith to Christ.”

Richard Sibbes
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AROUND THE CHURCH

SCALPAY
REV. RAYMOND A. KEMP

The small island of Scalpay (2.5 sq. miles) lies on 
the eastern extremity of the Western Isles, but 
since 1997 is connected to ‘mainland’ Harris by 

a single-lane bridge. From a peak of 637 in 1931, the 
population almost halved between 1951 and 2011. 
Many families can trace their ancestors to settlers 
from Harris, Skye and Pabbay.

History
The Scalpay tacksman [leaseholder], Murdo MacLellan, 
provided hospitality and transport to Dr John 
Macdonald (1779-1849), ‘the Apostle of the North’, 
on his four trips to St Kilda, including the last in 1830, 
when Rev. Neil MacKenzie began his much blessed, 
fourteen-year ministry on the archipelago. Scalpay 
residents travelled by sea to worship in Tarbert, and 
unsurprisingly they entered the 1900 union which 
resulted in the United Free Church, during the ministry 
of Rev. Nicol Campbell. The Congregation refused 
to join the 1929 union with the Church of Scotland 
however, and was admitted to the Free Church, having 
as their first minister the St Kildan, Rev. Donald G. 
Ferguson (1933-37). Scalpay has had twelve ministers 
to date – more than most other parishes. The opening 
of the present, prominent church building coincided 
with the Induction of Rev. Malcolm Morrison (1950-
1954), and took place on 21 June 1950. In 2000, the 
vacant Congregation substantially supported the Kirk 
Session’s unanimous adherence to the Free Church 
(Continuing).  

Present
After the most recent Induction, the Session’s 
first decision was to restart the dormant Sabbath 
School, indicative of a burden to nurture the little 
lambs. The minister has a rolling programme of 
visiting non-affiliated homes with literature and 
invitations, together with other forms of outreach. 
The commencement of a Psalmody class before the 
Covid-19 lockdown has attracted between 25 to 30 
people, and hopefully this will extend the repertoire 
and encourage new precentors. We are immensely 
encouraged that new people are attending and look 
forward to seeing others joining. The Congregation 

own both church and manse, though the former’s 
maintenance is an ongoing project.

Services
The services are at 12.00noon and 6.00pm, with 
the Sabbath School meeting at 11.45am. The two 
prayer meetings are on Wednesday and Saturday at 
7.00pm. YouTube, Zoom and Facebook have been 
used to provide for the Lord’s people, and a website 
is envisaged. The pandemic seems to have affected 
our Congregation disproportionally, but our sincere 
prayer is that vaccinations will have rectified this by 
now. The Congregation has five elders and six deacons, 
and before the first lockdown, attendances fluctuated 
between 50 (morning) and 65-70 (evening).

Future
“Prayer is putting of the promises into suit.” (John 
Trapp) May the Lord supremely bless our highest duty 
offered – worship. We need the work of the Holy Spirit 
in regenerating power and in sanctifying grace. May 
those who, through their non-attendance, believe they 
do not need a church building for weddings, baptisms 
or funerals, be brought to see their need to hear – and 
embrace – the gospel of sovereign, electing grace. Pray 
that the minister and office-bearers will be faithful in 
preaching the whole counsel and ruling God’s house 
well so that the “kids” may truly feed “beside the 
shepherds’ tents.” (Song of Sol. 1:8)

Rev. Raymond & Mrs Heather Kemp
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THE PASSING OF PRINCE PHILIP

The end of all men

The death of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, on 
9th April, brought a remarkable life to its close. 
Two months short of being a centenarian, he 

lived longer than any other male member of the Royal 
Family, and as the husband of Queen Elizabeth II he 
was the longest-serving consort of a British monarch. 
Born into both the Greek and Danish royal families, 
a revolution in Greece in 1922 led to his father being 
banished from the country. The UK Government 
sent a naval vessel to evacuate the family, including 
the eighteen-month-old Philip, to Italy. Philip was 
educated in France, England and Germany, and finally 
at Gordonstoun School in Moray. He met the future 
Queen Elizabeth while a cadet at the Royal Naval 
College in Dartmouth.

In keeping with royal tradition, and in accordance 
with Prince Philip’s own wishes, there was no eulogy 
at his funeral. Tributes have of course come, not only 
from his family and the famous, but also from the 
services, charities and other organisations to which 
he was linked, perhaps changing our impression 
of the man. Such tributes have their place, but they 
must not deflect us from our chief duty at such a time, 
which is to reflect, not upon a man’s life, but upon 
man’s mortality. Laying this to our hearts can only be 
profitable for us.

The Bible is wholly realistic on this subject. Death 
is “the end of all men” (Ecc. 7:2), bringing both small 
and great to the grave. As if to emphasise the truth 
that death, like the God who has appointed it, is 
no respecter of persons, Prince Philip’s funeral on 
17th April was attended by just thirty mourners, the 
maximum allowed at funerals in England presently 
due to Covid-19. And why has God appointed us all to 
die, even princes? Because death is “the wages of sin” 
(Rom. 6:23), and “all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

Recognising our mortality, and the reason for it, 
we should be praying, “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” (Ps. 
90:12) No prayers offered for us after our death can 
help us. It is in this life that the Holy Scriptures, with 
the blessing of God’s Spirit upon them, must make us 
“wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” (2 Tim. 3:15) In this way the Lord graciously 
raises up the poor and needy out of the dust and 
dunghill of their sin and misery, and sets them with 
“the princes of his people” (Ps. 113:7,8), to praise 
Him eternally in the heavenly palace.

NO APOLOGY NEEDED

Time to stand up for Christian belief

On Friday 2nd April (‘Good Friday’), Labour 
Party leader Sir Keir Starmer visited the Jesus 
House For All The Nations church in Brent, 

north-west London. The church is part of a Pentecostal 
denomination which has many adherents from the 
black community. Uptake of Covid-19 vaccines has 
been slow in this community, and the church recently 
agreed to host an NHS temporary vaccine clinic. It also 
hosts a food bank. Starmer asked to visit the church, 
and like all media-savvy politicians he published a 
video, praising Jesus House as a “wonderful example 
of a church serving their community”. Three days later 
he issued an apology, and took down the video and 
accompanying tweet.

What was the problem? Were there factual errors 
in Starmer’s video or tweet? Had he inadvertently 
infringed copyright? No. The problem was that the 
Jesus House church holds to Christian teaching on 
marriage and relationships. That is to say, it rejects 
so-called ‘same-sex marriage’ and the LGBT+ lifestyle. 
Facing a barrage of criticism from LGBT+ activists in 
his party, Starmer surrendered, and prostrated himself 
before the mob in abject apology. Spectacles like this 
are becoming regular events in our confused society.

Several things arise from Sir Keir’s apology. First, 
whatever his party stands for, it doesn’t appear to 
include the liberty to express orthodox Christian 
beliefs. Second, he has offended Christians across the 
country, as his apology implies that their beliefs are 
unacceptable anywhere. Third, his apology offends 
more than Christians; if anyone, of whatever cultural 
background or ideological principles, is opposed to the 
LGBT+ agenda in any form, then Starmer is against them. 
Fourth, although a number of court cases have found in 
favour of the right of Christians to live according to their 
beliefs, Starmer seems not to appreciate this.

Sir Keir is not the only such politician, of course. We 
have a sort of doublespeak today: freedom of expression 
is extolled as a cornerstone of our democracy, yet voicing 
historic Christian beliefs is denigrated. If the leader of 
the opposition apologises for giving the impression, by 
association, that he approves a regular Christian belief, 
there is not much encouragement for others to stand up. 
The fact is that politicians, like us all, will have their day 
and then be no more. Far from intimidating Christians 
into silence, Starmer’s apology ought to energise us to 
be more steadfast in the faith and forthright in declaring 
it. As our culture becomes more anti-Christian, may we 
be more zealous for the Lord!

COMMENT
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(An extended review of ‘Personal Reminiscences of Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon’ by W. Williams, Eagle Wing Publications, 
pbk, 260pp, £6.00 postage paid. Available direct from the 
publisher: George McConnell [to whom cheques payable], 4a 
Church Road, Kilkeel, Co. Down, BT34 4QB.)

William Williams was a younger colleague of the 
great preacher of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
in London. He studied at Spurgeon’s Pastors’ 

College, and then ministered at Upton Chapel, in nearby 
Lambeth. He writes of his late friend with familiarity, yet 
with deep affection and respect.

Preaching and Writing
Spurgeon’ genius amazes us. A minister from the age 
of seventeen, his activity was extraordinary, evidenced 
in the sixty-three large volumes of sermons in the New 
Park Street and Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit series. 
He also wrote the fascinating ‘Lectures to My Students’, 
including the remarkable catalogue of commentaries; 
the ‘Morning and Evening’ daily devotional; an 
immensely valuable commentary on the Psalms, ‘The 
Treasury of David’; and many smaller works. His 
work is always marked by profound thought, reverent 
orthodoxy, spiritual insight, lively and vigorous 
expression, and abundant illustration. Spurgeon truly 
was the ‘Prince of Preachers’. After describing his 
weekly routine, our author remarks, “One cannot but 
wonder how it was all accomplished.” (p.76)

Faith in God
But Mr Williams takes us into the private life of the great 
man. He describes his entertaining wit, the joyfulness 
of his conversation, which always centred on the great 
Source of all joy. Spurgeon’s cheer was all the more 
appealing because he himself was burdened at times 
by depression, as the following quote indicates:

“The other evening I was riding home after a heavy 
day’s work; I felt very wearied and sore depressed, 
when swiftly and suddenly as a lightning flash that 
text came to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for thee.’ I 
reached home and looked it up in the original, and at 
last it came to me in this way. ‘My grace is sufficient 
for THEE,’ and I said, ‘I should think it is, Lord,’ and 
burst out laughing. I never fully understood what the 
holy laughter of Abraham was until then. It seemed 
to make unbelief so absurd. It was as though some 
little fish, being very thirsty, was troubled about 
drinking the river dry, and Father Thames said, 

‘Drink away, little fish, my stream is sufficient for 
thee.’ Or it seemed like a little mouse in the granaries 
of Egypt, after the seven years of plenty, fearing it 
might die of famine. Joseph might say, ‘Cheer up, little 
mouse, my granaries are sufficient for thee.’ Again, I 
imagined a man away up yonder on a lofty mountain 
saying to himself, ‘I breathe so many cubic feet of air 
every year, I feel I shall exhaust all the oxygen in the 
atmosphere’; but the earth might say, ‘Breathe away, 
O man, and fill thy lungs ever, my atmosphere is 
sufficient for thee.’ Oh, brethren, be great believers! 
Little faith will bring your souls to heaven, but great 
faith will bring heaven to your souls.” (p.16)

Full and Disciplined Life
The chapter on ‘The Charm of his Friendship’ is a most 
appealing insight into the conversation of the preacher: 
his love of good books, enjoyment of the outdoors, 
vast general knowledge on subjects such as natural 
history, and his good-humoured wisdom. Alongside 
these things, we see his remarkable discipline: the five 
hours of study labour already accomplished before 
taking a 10.25am train; and the gentle dismissal as a 
Saturday afternoon advanced: “You had better go now, 
my sermon pangs have come.” (p.74)

Mr Williams offers anecdotes of Spurgeon’s work 
as College President, many examples of striking 
aphorisms from his ‘table talk’, and choice extracts from 
his correspondence. He also whets the appetite afresh 
for Spurgeon’s sermons, recommending particular 
favourites, and describing fascinating backstories 
that, in the will of God, proved the genesis of certain 
individual messages.

A Valuable Book
The book has been freshly typeset, indexed, and 
printed as an attractive modern paperback, with some 
black and white photographs. The result is a work 
that will be valued by all interested in Spurgeon and 
his ministry, or open to making his acquaintance. It is 
highly commended as a refreshing and enjoyable read. 
The publisher has freely available as a leaflet a poem 
of his on the martyrdom of the covenanter John Brown 
of Priesthill: copies may be obtained with the ‘Personal 
Reminiscences’, or by sending him an SAE.

Two brief quotes from Spurgeon to end with. “We 
must never complain of God, but we may complain to 
Him.” (p.165) “Little sins are like little thieves, they 
open the door to big ones.” (p.181)
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explore the rights and wrongs of the compulsory 
closure of churches. Also, although the book has the 
word pandemic in its title, there is no analysis of 
the implications of the present pandemic in biblical 
terms. And, for this reviewer, the strangest aspect of 
the book’s content is the author’s evident reluctance 
to use the terms Covid-19 or coronavirus, preferring 
to make profuse mention of the concept of providence 
instead. This may be acceptable to some, but it does 
remove the sincere message of the book one step from 
the immediate concerns of most readers in the present 
crisis.
Rev. Iain Smith

Theoretical-Practical 
Theology Volume 2: Faith in 
the Triune God
Petrus van Mastricht (tr. 
Todd M. Rester; ed. Joel 
R. Beeke), Reformation 
Heritage Books, hbk, 
660pp, £29.95

Mastricht continues the 
structure from his first 
volume, Prolegomena 

(reviewed in the April 2020 
Free Church Witness): exegesis, doctrine, polemics 
(opposing arguments) and practical application.

Although this second volume deals with the 
doctrine of God (Theology), it begins rather oddly with 
a chapter on ‘Saving Faith’ (pp.3-41), which usually 
appears in systematic theologies under the doctrine 
of salvation (Soteriology). Undoubtedly, Mastricht 
is indicating that unregenerate man cannot know 
anything of God. Perhaps true, yet the Westminster 
Confession accentuates objectivity – Scripture is the 
basis for such knowledge (WCF chapter 1). Mastricht’s 
comprehensiveness, layout, and conciseness aid 
memorisation and create a freshness often absent 
elsewhere. We are led through three sections.

First, God’s existence is considered in Chapter 2 
(pp.43-72). It hardly compares to Stephen Charnock’s 
voluminous treatment (pp.23-175 in the Baker 
edition), yet the reading experience and methodical 
outline far surpass the Puritan. We are given eight 
reasons why God exists, including the Creation of the 
world, the preservation of the world, and man himself, 
with three kinds of testimony – conscience, the world, 
and God. A worthwhile, ten-page practical section 
deals with, for example, preventative and restorative 
measures against atheism.

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

A Call to the Church in 
the Pandemic
David Campbell, Ettrick 
Press, pbk, 216pp, £8.50

This book consists 
of written lectures 
prepared as part of 

the author’s ministry to his 
congregation during the 
2020 lockdown. A total of 
fourteen chapters consider 
God’s message in it, primarily 

to the Church, connected to repentance in particular. 
Mr Campbell considers that God’s purpose during 
the present pandemic is, in the first instance, for the 
Church.

He has wisely based his analysis on relevant parts 
of Scripture. There are helpful observations on the 
reading of providence (pp.22-27). There are gems 
on repentance (pp.31-42). In the chapter on prayer 
(pp.45-60), the author teases out numerous aspects 
of prayer, highlighting the three main types: secret, 
private and public, but he correctly majors on secret 
prayer. He also lists, albeit briefly, violations of the Ten 
Commandments by the Church and society, evidently 
considering these as being linked to the closure of 
churches in God’s displeasure (pp.67-72). There is a 
very helpful section on ways to identify sin in our lives, 
based on Micah 6:9 (pp.93ff). For this analysis the 
author drew help from Thomas Brooks, who provided 
a list of twelve ways to seek out personal sin.

This book is well worth reading. There are very 
helpful insights for ministers looking for material of an 
evangelistic nature. It is very challenging to the Lord’s 
people regarding indwelling sin. However, there are 
strange features to the overall content. Many of the 
author’s observations are too general and lack focus 
on the prevailing situation in church and state. For 
example, in the section headed Kiss the Son (pp.111ff), 
based on Psalm 2, the comments applicable to ‘rulers’ 
are common to sermon preparation generally, pandemic 
or not, lockdowns or not. In a section dealing with fear 
(pp.128-130), the author has based his comments on 
Joseph’s brethren in Egypt, but his application is again 
in general terms and not in the least connected with the 
paralysing fear in our nation in present times.

Further, given the impact that the lockdowns 
have on public worship, there is no attempt to 
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Secondly, God’s essence is expounded in Chapters 
3-23 (pp.73-494), concentrating on the divine names 
and attributes (cf. Shorter Catechism, Q&A 4, for these). 
In dealing with His names (pp.43-70), we are shown 
how the ‘incomprehensible’ God (Prov. 30:4) has 
revealed Himself through His ‘essential’ names like 
‘Jehovah’ and ‘God’, and ‘personal’ names like Elohim, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. These names are dealt with 
devotionally and would greatly help in preaching too 
(pp.110-112). An indisputably orthodox presentation 
of the attributes emerges, often as a rebuttal of 
Arminianism (man’s ability to save himself).

Mastricht rejects the Jesuit and Arminian 
heresy that God wills the salvation of “all, and each 
individually” (p.313). He restates Reformed theology: 
“God wills all to be saved, because Scripture constantly 
testifies to it (1 Tim. 2:4; Ez. 18:23; 2 Peter 3:9),” but 
the “all” refers to “every kind of person” (p.319), not all 
individuals. Mastricht is also practical. In the chapter, 
‘On the Authority and Power of God’, he shows us the 
mutual relationship between God and His people: “(3) 
That we have quite often dedicated ourselves to God 
by solemn covenanting: in baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
diseases and judgments, and so forth (Josh. 24:15, 21-
22; Ps. 22:11). I need not add (4) that he has bound us 
to him and made us his own by so many and such great 
kindnesses (Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:20).” (p.450)

Thirdly, Mastricht deals with God’s subsistence, or 
the Trinity (pp.497-591). The Trinity is not treated 
purely from the shared equality of substance and 
power within the Godhead (Larger Catechism, Q&A 
10), but from each Person’s work in, and relationship 
to, Creation and Redemption (the economic Trinity). 
This is eminently suitable for any Christian’s 
(especially the preacher’s) purpose, if not wholly 
adequate for the theologian. Mastricht moves away 
from Augustine’s illustration of the Trinity being like 
a man’s memory, understanding and will, to the social 
analogy of a familia, or “household” (p.499). Whereas 
Augustine stressed God’s Oneness, Mastricht stresses 
the Threeness of God, or divine covenant fellowship. 
Absolute balance is skilfully maintained in this great 
mystery, yet scholars will doubtless investigate 
whether Mastricht’s particular emphasis led some 
later followers to diverge.

Taxing but engrossing, Mastricht was favoured 
by all the Reformed, including the evangelical Scots 
preacher-theologian, Dr John Love (1757-1825) in 
his Letters. His work was used in every orthodox, 
reformed Seminary for many years. The highest 
recommendation is given. Arthur Pink’s The Attributes 
of God would act as a primer. 
Rev. Raymond A. Kemp

Swift and Beautiful: 
The Amazing Stories of 
Faithful Missionaries
David B. Calhoun, Banner 
of Truth Trust, pbk, 
240pp, £6.25

David Calhoun is 
Emeritus Professor 
of Church History 

at Covenant Theological 
Seminary in St. Louis, 
Missouri, USA. He is the 
author of numerous books, 
including the History of Princeton (2 vols.), and is a 
wellspring of knowledge on church history.

In Swift and Beautiful, Dr Calhoun provides welcome 
inspiration and perspective in these troublous times by 
briefly recounting the stories of twelve missionaries, 
all with such a passion for the glorious gospel that 
they counted any cost to themselves as nothing. Some 
of the missionaries covered are familiar to most (John 
Eliot, David Brainerd, David Livingstone and Mary 
Slessor); many are not as familiar. That group includes 
John Leighton Wilson, Samuel Norvell Lapsley, 
William Henry & Lucy Gantt Sheppard, James Bryan, 
Bob Childress, Mary Beam and Betty Cridland. It is 
worth noting that the author arranged the chapters 
chronologically by date of birth, giving the reader 
opportunity to more readily perceive changes in 
methodology, technology, culture, etc.

Although there is not sufficient room to take even 
a brief glimpse of all twelve missionaries covered, 
perhaps two snippets will be sufficient to whet 
one’s appetite. John Leighton Wilson (1809-86), an 
American descendant of Scottish Presbyterians who 
grew up in South Carolina, was a missionary in several 
countries in west Africa. He said he sometimes found 
it a hard thing “to stand between a dying world and 
an indifferent, hesitating church.” In Samuel Lapsley 
(1866-92) and William Sheppard (1865-1927) is told 
a poignant and moving story of God’s grace. Both were 
Presbyterians from Alabama, Lapsley being white and 
Sheppard being black. Yet both were appointed by 
the Southern Presbytery as missionaries to the Congo 
Independent State in Africa, arriving in 1890. They 
developed a partnership that led to a mutual love, 
respect, and admiration for each other’s gifts.

Each story in Swift and Beautiful is a fascinating and 
inspiring story of God’s wondrous working in the lives 
of unlikely and often broken people to reach a lost and 
dying world with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Randall E. Taylor (St. Louis)
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
May      June    July
2    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s   6    Tarbat   4    Snizort
9    Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack &   13  Poolewe & Aultbea  11  St Louis
      Strathglass, Kilmuir & Stenscholl   20  Bracadale, Brora  25  Atlanta
      27  Kiltearn
                      (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms 
shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm 
shall they trust.”

Isaiah 51:5
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