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Why was Abraham, in his old age, willing to 
offer Isaac, his only son and heir, as a burnt 
offering? How was it that David, as a youth, 

was so ready to enter into combat with Goliath, the 
champion of the Philistines? What explains the fact 
that Peter slept peacefully in prison the night before 
his planned execution by Herod? In each case, the 
answer is simple: they trusted in God. He gave them 
promises to encourage their faith, and they exercised 
it in a way that brought glory to His name and blessing 
to His cause and themselves.

The confidence these individuals had in God, which 
is matched by many others in the Bible, appears 
remarkable to us. And that is our problem: for all our 
gifts, learning, ability and activity, we are lacking in 
faith. We go about our duties, not expecting very much 
from God. We attempt little for Him and accomplish 
even less. In essence, the faith of God’s people is the 
same in every generation. It is the same grace from 
the same Spirit, and yet we seem to struggle today; 
the church languishes and sinners perish. Nothing 
will compensate for little faith. Christ challenged the 
disciples, “Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25), and He 
does the same to us.

Faith as Confidence
The Scriptures build up our trust in God. When Paul 
told the Hebrew Christians that faith is “the substance 
of things hoped for” (Heb. 11:1), he was using another 
word to express the idea of confidence. Faith is a firm 
belief in what God has revealed to us in the Scriptures, 
especially concerning man’s salvation. When the gospel 
is preached many see nothing, but others understand 
the love of God and their need of His mercy; faith makes 
the difference (Heb. 4:2). Faith is the assurance that 
things that we cannot discover by ourselves, but are 
made known to us in the Bible, are true. Faith enables 
us to behold the God who is invisible (Heb. 11:27); it 
is like a telescope placed to the eye, bringing God very 
near to us.

We cannot have complete confidence in anyone 
or anything but God. He alone is infinite, eternal and 
unchangeable. He knows all things, having purposed 
and planned them all, including salvation for His 
people. We hope for eternal life based on God’s word, 
which is our only yet all-sufficient ground. Sadly, the 
God who is altogether worthy of our confidence is the 

God whom so many reject, though they have no excuse 
for their unbelief. As believers, we do not trust Him as 
we should, and depend upon Him in our time of need.

In Psalm 46 the turmoil of this fallen world is 
described. In the opening verses, we see how the 
church puts her confidence in God.

Refuge
The church confesses God as her refuge (v.1). The 
word means a ‘shelter’. We should think of Christ’s 
atonement like that. What a refuge Calvary is for poor 
sinners: God’s justice has been satisfied by Christ and 
His wrath toward us pacified! But how do we enter 
into this place of safety for our soul? By trusting in 
Jesus alone. Satan cannot touch those who hide in the 
wounds of the Redeemer by faith. Our adversary can 
and will bring accusations against us, but there is “no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 
8:1). Is this your confidence on the way to eternity and 
your meeting with the great Judge?

God is also a refuge in His providence. A second 
word is used in the Psalm, signifying a high tower or 
impregnable situation (vv.7,11). We think of the dove, 
“in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the 
stairs” (Song of Sol. 2:14). She is concealed in crevices 
where the birds of prey cannot hurt her, although they 
may cause her alarm. This is the church in a hostile 
world. Many have evil intentions towards her, but, in a 
sovereign way, God frustrates their purposes and turns 
them to good, so that His people experience blessing 
(Gen. 50:20). The Lord watches over His own until He 
takes them to heaven, beyond the reach of all their foes. 
Knowing God’s love, we ought to entrust ourselves to 
the keeping of our heavenly Father, “a buckler to all 
those that trust in him.” (Ps. 18:30)

Strength
The church also acknowledges God as her strength 
(v.1). Believers should take heart from the doctrine of 
God’s omnipotence: He has dominion over everything 
and always prevails; He never fails to carry out His 
will. Israel had the ark of the covenant in their midst, 
representing God’s presence and favour toward them 
(Ps. 132:8; 78:61). It was the symbolic seat of His 
majesty, glory and grace, assuring them that He was 
their God. When the ark was captured by the Philistines 
there was great sorrow (1 Sam. 4:21), but when David 
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brought it back to Jerusalem there was much praise (2 
Sam. 6:15,16).

We weep over the declension in our land and the 
absence of God’s blessing. In a way we could never have 
imagined, “the rulers take counsel together, against the 
Lord, and against his anointed” (Ps. 2:2). Our leaders 
intend to use their power to free our society from the 
constraints of God’s holy law. They brazenly condone 
what He forbids – everything from false religions to 
abortion, adultery, same-sex unions and gender change 
– and insist that we approve and even celebrate these 
things. Shamefully they are joined by compromising 
churches. This onslaught comes from the wicked one, 
and we must look to the mighty King of the Church 
for strength to battle against these evils. May the Lord 
make us like those saints of old who “waxed valiant in 
fight”, and “turned to flight the armies of the aliens” 
(Heb. 11:34)!

Help
The church testifies that God is her help (v.1). The 
word refers to a person assisting another, in the way 
one would succour someone mired in poverty and 
misery: help for the helpless. When the church is in a 
difficult situation, and cannot deliver herself, the Lord 
is aware and will come to her aid. “In all their affliction 
he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
them” (Isa. 63:9). But He must first hear His people 
sighing and crying to Him, as the children of Israel 
did under their oppression in Egypt: it was only then 
that He remembered His covenant with them (Exod. 
2:23-25). We know what followed, and we know that 
neither God nor His covenant has altered.

Is this not a great incentive for us to humble ourselves 
and pray? To repent of our pride (“the very image of the 
devil”, as Thomas Watson termed it) and unfaithfulness, 
and to plead with God that He would spare us and revive 
His work among us? At the same time, we need to be 
aware that our prayers will not be answered unless God 
hears them, and He will not hear them if we are more 
concerned to fulfil the duty of prayer than whether God 
hears our requests or not. May God give us an increasing 
burden for His honour and a greater reliance upon His 
promises! “And this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us” (1 John 5:14).

Comfort
We then see that God is the church’s comfort (vv.2,3). 
Today our godly heritage, and our very character as 
a Christian nation, are under grave threat from those 

who want to overturn all that is sacred and wholesome 
and beneficial to man. Yet, “though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea” – and even though the 
earth be removed altogether – believers are secure in 
God’s loving embrace and so have no reason to fear. He 
is with us and He is on our side.

The great promise with which God encourages His 
people, and gives them hope in their troubles, is His 
covenant, and especially its future fulfilment at Christ’s 
return. He has promised “new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:13). 
This new creation is a greater work than the original 
creation. The resurrected and glorified people of God 
will dwell together forever in perfect fellowship, face 
to face with their beloved Saviour. Do you look for this, 
and long for it? If you belong to Christ, you may be sure 
that He will take every care of you while you remain 
in this world, so that you cannot fail to join Him in a 
blessed eternity. Remember that when you are afflicted 
and cast down!

Joy
Finally, we learn that God is the church’s joy (v.4). 
Like a beautiful, peaceful river, God’s favour flows 
continually to His people through Jesus Christ by the 
Spirit, especially when they are gathered for worship 
and the preaching of the gospel. The city of God, which 
is the church, rejoices in this favour. The knowledge 
that in love to His people Christ has prepared a place 
for them in heaven sustains believers in all their trials 
and discouragements. I am sure that Christians who 
have seen better days, and are now nearing the end of 
their course, are praising the Lord more and more for 
the hope of glory.

We may recall that the opening verses of Psalm 
46 were sung on the night of 20th January 2000, 
as faithful Commissioners left the Assembly Hall to 
reconstitute the Free Church of Scotland. The words 
were appropriate then and always will be. Let God 
be our confidence, whatever is ahead for us and the 
church of Christ in our land.

July / August 20214
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“May God give us 
an increasing burden 
for His honour and a 
greater reliance upon 
His promises!”
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(Jay [1769-1853] was a Congregationalist minister who 
laboured for sixty years at Argyle Chapel in Bath. This 
is the final part of a discourse contained in the second 
volume of an edition of his ‘Works’ published in 1832, 
and has been lightly edited.)

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage.” (Psalm 119:54)

Whence did David, and whence does every 
Christian, derive their joy as pilgrims? I 
answer, from the Scriptures. The discoveries 

and the promises of this blessed book are adapted to 
rejoice the pilgrim’s heart.

Blessed Discoveries
What are these discoveries? They tell him of the end 
of his faith, even the salvation of his soul. They remind 
him continually of his country; they place it before him 
in every engaging form, and prove how far it surpasses 
everything here – while it will infinitely compensate 
him for all his losses, and reward him for all his 
difficulties. They show him clearly and unerringly the 
way. Thus they give him the peace and satisfaction 
of certainty: he knows that he is not journeying at 
random – not a step is taken in vain – each one brings 
him nearer home.

They assure him that he is not alone in his trials and 
exercises. They call upon him to observe waymarks 
thrown up by former pilgrims, where he began to think 
no pious foot had ever trod. “The same things”, say they, 
“happened to your brethren who were before you in 
the world. Be ye ‘followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.’ (Heb. 6:12) ‘Take, 
my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the 
name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, 
and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which 
endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, 
and of tender mercy.’ (James 5:10,11)” How suitable, 
how animating, how blessed are such discoveries as 
these!

Precious Promises
But promises are something more than discoveries; and 
with these the Scripture abounds. They are “exceeding 
great and precious” (2 Pet. 1:4). And what can the 
pilgrim want or desire that is not insured by them? 
A freedom of motion? This is insured – “Thou shalt 
walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble.” 
(Prov. 3:23) An ability to hold on? This is insured – 
“The righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath 
clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.” (Job 17:9) 
Victory over enemies? This is insured – “Thou shalt 
tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the 
dragon shalt thou trample under feet.” (Ps. 91:13) All 
needful supplies? These are insured – “O fear the Lord, 
ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they 
that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing.” (Ps. 
34:9,10) Is not all this sufficient to induce him to go on 
his way rejoicing?

We have been speaking of the experience of David, 
and of the experience of all the Lord’s people. Are 
you like-minded with them? There are only two sorts 
of people in the world. All are citizens of earth or of 
heaven. And naturally all are of the first class – but 
some are by divine grace obeying the command, “Arise 
ye, and depart; for this is not your rest” (Mic. 2:10).

DEVOTIONAL

THE CHEERFUL PILGRIM
WILLIAM JAY

William Jay
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Men of the World
Are you men of the world – do you feel yourselves at 
home – would you be satisfied to live here always – 
provided you could succeed according to your wishes? 
Are you looking only to those things which are seen 
and temporal? The man who takes up with this world 
as his portion is worse than a brute. He is unworthy of 
the soul he carries within him. He starves his mind. He 
makes no provision for the evil day. It matters not what 
he has – he is in a miserable condition – he has nothing 
that can either satisfy or save.

A man going to execution is for the present very well 
off: he has a carriage to ride in, a guard to attend him, 
officers to accompany him, and a number of followers. 
But what would you think of the man if he deemed all 
this a token of his honour, rather than the forerunner 
of his punishment; and should only consider how he 
is accommodated, but never ask, Whither am I going? 
Alas! how many such fools are there! They only think 
how it is with them at present, but never inquire what 
will become of them hereafter. But, “the end of those 
things is death.” (Rom. 6:21)

Advice for Christians
There are others who are delivered from the present 
evil world, and are heirs of the kingdom which God 
has promised to them that love him. As strangers and 
pilgrims, let me give you three admonitions.

First, always regard your present condition as a state 
of pilgrimage – and never view it as anything more. 
This will regulate your desires, and moderate your 
wishes after earthly things. This will keep you from 
being too much elated when you meet with prosperous 
scenes. Not that you will disparage the bounties of 
Providence – you will even be thankful for them, as 
conveniences by the way – but you will consider them 
only as accommodations, and not mistake them for the 
advantages and glories of home; you will not therefore 
sit down, but still press forward. This will enable you 
to endure with fortitude and resignation the hardships 
you may encounter. You will say, “As a traveller, I 
expect such things; they are only the inconveniences 
of a journey – it will soon be over – and ‘I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.’ 
(Rom. 8:18)”

Second, cherish a humble and a holy joy. Consider 
this not only as your privilege, but duty. Enforce it upon 
your minds by the authority of God, who commands 
you to rejoice always, and by a consideration of the 
importance of it to others. Nothing will honour and 
recommend your religion more than this. It will show 
those around you, that you have found what they are 
seeking after. Surely you do not, you cannot wish to 

travel to heaven alone – but habitually cheerful, singing 
as you go – you will be constantly inviting and alluring 
your relations, friends, neighbours, to join you. You 
will address them, as Moses addressed Hobab, the son 
of Raguel: “We are journeying unto the place of which 
the Lord said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and 
we will do thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good 
concerning Israel.” (Num. 10:29)

Third, love and study the Scriptures. He that avoids 
reading a portion of them daily forsakes his own 
mercy, and is so far regardless of his safety, welfare, 
and comfort. Therefore, “bind them continually upon 
thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou 
goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall 
keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with 
thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is 
light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life” 
(Prov. 6:21-23).

Precious Bible! Like thy blessed Author, our sun and 
our shield, thou giver of grace and glory, thou conductor 
through all this gloomy vale to our everlasting home, 
how many advantages have we already derived from 
thee! Thou hast often solved our doubts, and wiped 
away our tears. Thou hast been sweeter to our taste 
than honey and the honeycomb. Thou hast been better 
to us, in our distresses, than thousands of gold and 
silver. Unless thou hadst been our delight, we should 
have perished in our affliction.

Our Richest Jewel
No wonder Job esteemed thee more than his necessary 
food (Job 23:12). No wonder David chose thee as his 
heritage for ever, and found thee to be the rejoicing 
of his heart. No wonder the noble army of martyrs 
parted with their estates and with their blood, rather 
than with thee. May we value thee as our richest jewel, 
may we love thee as our dearest good, may we consult 
thee as our surest counsellor, may we follow thee as 
our safest rule!

And oh! thou eternal Jehovah, “send out thy light and 
thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy 
holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the 
altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy: yea, upon the 
harp will I praise thee, O God my God.” (Ps. 43:3,4)

“Are you looking 
only to those things 
which are seen and 
temporal?”



“Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” 
(Romans 9:13)

In his academic work Debated Issues in Sovereign 
Predestination, Joel Beeke points out that it is a 
favourite stratagem of the opponents of God’s 

sovereign election to attack the doctrine of sovereign 
reprobation. It is therefore essential that this latter 
doctrine is clearly stated.

Loved or Hated
To say that God is love is an extraordinary statement, 
which brings us to the very existence and nature of God’s 
being as a Triune God. To some, the mere mention of 
God as love seems to mean that nothing else matters. In 
reality it raises serious questions, such as “Whom does 
God love?”, and “Does God love everyone?” In a previous 
study we noted that in his love God chose a people for 
himself, which immediately tells you that not everyone 
is so loved and chosen. As the Westminster Confession of 
Faith states: “By the decree of God, for the manifestation 
of his glory, some men and angels are predestinated unto 
everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlasting 
death.” (WCF 3:3)

Take the text before us concerning Jacob and Esau. 
Not only does God make a difference between them, 
but, as Paul says, the difference occurred before they 
were even born, before they did anything right or 
wrong, good or evil (v.11). Strikingly, Paul proves his 
point by Scripture. He states “As it is written”, and 
the place he refers to is Malachi 1:2,3. He proves his 
assertion by argument; that is, by rejecting the claim 
that this implies unrighteousness with God. Once again 
he appeals to Scripture, this time referring to Moses 
as recorded in Exodus 34:6,7 where God proclaims 
his sovereignty over all humanity in terms of mercy or 
hardening – a point proven by the example of Pharaoh. 

Astonishingly some want to circumvent the force of 
God’s sovereignty by claiming that Pharaoh hardened 
himself first and then God responded. This is not what 
Paul says. The real problem is twofold. On the one 
hand we are barely supernaturalists. On the other we 
are fixated with man-centredness, wanting to rob God 
of his will and power. We overlook the effect of the Fall, 
which, as our Confession teaches, took away our free 
will, so that we are now in bondage to sin. It seems we 
wish only to delight in how God makes everything work 
out right, as in the case of Joseph, while overlooking 

the solemn reality that there are those whom God will 
never save, nor intends to save. 

Goodness and Severity
Some may wish to know why God made such a choice. 
Why did he love one and not the other? Fulgentius 
of Ruspe (c.462-527) wrote: “God offers no other 
reason...except so that we might recognise through their 
common bond of conception and birth, constituting 
them as brothers, that each one is by equal merit bound 
into the lump of condemnation, and so that merciful 
goodness might freely distinguish one of them from that 
lump, and so that God’s just severity might not be unjust 
in leaving the other one in that lump.”

That distinction is evident between Peter and Judas 
Iscariot. To Peter, Christ said, “I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke 22:32) Regarding 
Judas, and concerning the attitude of Judas to himself, 
the Lord stated, “woe unto that man by whom he [i.e 
the Son of man] is betrayed!” He declared that none of 
the disciples given to him by the Father is lost, but “the 
son of perdition” (i.e. Judas) (John 17:12).

A “horrible decree”?
In an attempt to undermine or discard thinking about 
reprobation, it is regularly repeated that John Calvin 
referred to it as “decretum horribile” (see Institutes, 
3.23.7). At first reading, many seem to think that this 
phrase indicates something appalling, ghastly or awful. 
However, as R.A. Finlayson (1895-1989), Professor of 
Systematic Theology at the Free Church College, and 
many others have noted, the appropriate translation is 
“awe-inspiring decree”. Fred van Lieburg, Professor of 
Religious History at the Free University of Amsterdam, 
notes that this phrase is not a negative qualification of 
God’s election and condemnation of other individuals, 
but rather a positive indication of God’s sovereign will 
as the first cause of all things.

In addition, and this may surprise many, Calvin did 
not actually use the phrase for reprobation, but for 
God’s decree of the fall of Adam which cast not only 
the reprobate but all mankind into death, writing 
as follows; “whence does it happen that Adam’s fall 
irremediably involved so many peoples, together with 
their infant offspring, in eternal death unless because 
it pleased God? Here their tongues, otherwise so 
loquacious, must become mute.” As Beeke notes, Calvin 
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There are two sides to hearing the gospel, however. 
As Paul states regarding the preacher and preaching, 
“To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and 
to the other the savour of life unto life.” (2 Cor. 2:16) Is 
this not a discouragement to preachers? Not at all. The 
Saviour said most clearly, “All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me” (John 6:37). Success does not depend 
upon the preacher, his skill, oratory, personality or any 
other human characteristic. As our Confession states: 
“God in his ordinary providence maketh use of means, 
yet is free to work without, above, and against them, at 
his pleasure.” (WCF 5:3) The preacher’s task is to sow, 
plant and water, but the increase belongs to God alone 
(1 Cor. 3:7). 

Singing the Truth
Every truth in Scripture has its place in the Psalms. 
Basil of Caesarea (AD 330-379) is frequently quoted for 
saying regarding the book of Psalms, “it is the common 
treasury of good doctrine”. Psalm 73 is well known to 
us. It begins with the ringing declaration (which is 
essentially the conclusion) that “God is good to Israel” 
(v.1). What follows is how the Psalmist arrived at that 
conclusion. He considered the wicked in their careless 
spiritual indifference and enjoyment of prosperity, 
noting the marked contrast with his own experience – 
plagued all the day long and chastened (v.14).

How are these providences to be understood?  
Only when he attended the public means of grace did 
Asaph see the answer (v.17). The benefits enjoyed by 
the wicked were the very means of their damnation. 
God had set them on the slippery slope to hell: by the 
broad road of health, wealth and happiness they were 
travelling to everlasting destruction. By contrast the 
believer, suffering shame, poverty and afflictions of all 
kinds in this life, is assured of God’s presence and power, 
and glory to come (vv.23,24). The effect of this leads the 
Psalmist to declare, “Whom have I in the heavens high / 
But thee, O Lord, alone? / And in the earth whom I desire 
/ besides thee there is none.” (v.25, metrical version)

Whether on earth or in heaven, Christ is the 
substance and the reward of God’s people. The New 
Testament equivalent is, “For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21)

used the term ‘decretum horribile’ to communicate 
the awe inspiring majesty of God’s decision. It is not 
a direct statement about God’s reprobation of some 
individuals to condemnation forever.

Fitted for Glory or Wrath
Romans chapter 9 lifts us up to the soaring heights of 
God’s majestic sovereignty in the world of humanity. In 
order to get the correct perspective we must actually 
begin in the previous chapter, where it clearly states 
that those whom God foreknew, he predestinated 
unto glory (8:29). As a consequence there is complete 
confidence regarding future judgement: “Who shall lay 
any thing to the charge of God’s elect?” (v.33) Clearly 
the answer is “No one”. Thus Chapter 9 unfolds for us 
the implications, which are that God has foreordained 
some to eternal damnation and others to eternal life. 
Paul uses the analogy of the potter and the clay: some 
(vessels) are made unto honour, others unto dishonour 
(v.21). By this means the power, mercy and wrath of 
God is made known. Ultimately God is glorified. 

Blinding and Hardening
The ministry of Christ on earth was the greatest of all. 
Significantly predestination marked that ministry. We 
read in John chapter 12 that “though he had done so 
many miracles before them, yet they believed not on 
him” (v.37). As John explains, this outcome was entirely 
consistent with what Isaiah had prophesied centuries 
before (Isa. 53:1; 6:9): these people could not believe, 
because, as John says quoting Isaiah, God “hath blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should 
not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart” (John 12:40). In other words, they would not be 
converted, and their souls would not be healed.

To understand the ministry of Christ one must know 
the book of Isaiah. One cannot separate this prophecy 
from the Saviour, and therefore we cannot deny 
predestination in Christ’s ministry. Predestination 
explains both the belief of some and the unbelief of 
others.

Finding the Elect
The risen Lord declared, “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18), and then issued a 
commission to his disciples: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) 
It was by this means that more disciples were to be 
made. The question may be asked by some, If a people 
were chosen unto salvation by God, why preach at 
all? Scripture states that “faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17) The 
ordinary way that God’s elect come to faith is through 
the hearing of the gospel of Christ.

“Whether on earth 
or in heaven, Christ 
is the substance and 
the reward of God’s 
people.”
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In the article ‘Has God Spoken?’ (April issue), 
three examples were given of verses in the New 
King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible where 

the translation diverges from the Hebrew or Greek 
text underlying the Authorised (King James) Version 
(AV). In the first example we said: “In 2 Kings 23:29, 
the NKJV states that the king of Egypt went ‘to the aid 
of’ the king of Assyria, yet in the parallel passage in 2 
Chronicles 35:20, it states that he went ‘out against’ 
the king of Assyria.”

What was said regarding the parallel passage was 
not correct. 2 Chronicles 35:20 in the NKJV actually 
states that the king of Egypt “came up to fight against 
Carchemish”. We apologise for this error and are thankful 
that it has been pointed out. However, the correction 
does not alter the fact that the account of this event in 
the NKJV and AV differs with regard to the relationship 
between these two kings at the time of the conflict, and 
that it differs among Bible translations generally.

Below is a brief summary of the issue, which we hope 
will encourage us to delve deeper. While obviously not 
the most important matter in the Bible, it does have 
a bearing on the question of the right approach to be 
adopted in translating the Scriptures.

Differing Accounts
The parallel passages in the AV and NKJV read in full 
(with the key difference in bold):

2 Kings 23:29:
(AV) In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went 

up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: 
and king Josiah went against him; and he slew him at 
Megiddo, when he had seen him.

(NKJV) In his days Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt 
went *to the aid of the king of Assyria, to the River 
Euphrates; and King Josiah went against him. And 
Pharaoh Necho killed him at Megiddo when he 
confronted him. [*A footnote gives the alternative 
to attack, and says that the Hebrew word can mean 
together with or against.]

2 Chronicles 35:20:
(AV) After all this, when Josiah had prepared the 

temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against 
Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against 
him.

(NKJV) After all this, when Josiah had prepared the 
temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against 
Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out 
against him.

The difference in how the translators of the two 
versions understood the conflict is as follows:

AV: The king of Egypt and the king of Assyria were 
enemies, and the king of Egypt fought the king of 
Assyria at Carchemish. The king of Assyria here was 
the king of Babylon, who had recently conquered the 
Assyrian empire and was now the king of Assyria also. 
Leaving aside king Josiah, two kings were involved in 
this conflict.

NKJV: The king of Egypt and the king of Assyria 
were allies, and together they fought another king, 
the king of Babylon, at Carchemish. Leaving aside king 
Josiah, three kings were involved in this conflict.

In the April article we said that “the NKJV leaves us 
with a contradiction”. Whether it does or not depends 
upon the identity of the king who controlled the city of 
Carchemish at the time of the conflict. The view taken 
on this by the translators of different Bible versions 
would appear to depend on whether they have relied 
solely upon the Hebrew original or followed other 
authorities – a significant issue today in the translation 
of some Old Testament passages.

Translation History
The difference in translation between Bible versions at 2 
Kings 23:29 is not due to a variant in the original Hebrew: 
it is the translators’ choice. In all English translations of 
the pre-Reformation and Reformation eras, the king of 
Egypt goes up against the king of Assyria.

The first English translation which differs from this 
appears to be the Revised Standard Version, published 
in 1952, which says that the king of Egypt went up to 
the king of Assyria. This wording could be viewed as 
ambiguous, in terms of whether he went as an enemy 
or an ally, but tends to the latter.

The first English translation which states specifically 
that the king of Egypt went to help the king of Assyria 
appears to be the New English Bible, published in 1970. 
While the Hebrew at the key point in 2 Kings 23:29 can 
mean went up to, the addition of the word “help” (or 
the phrase “the aid of”, as in the NKJV), appears to go 
beyond the Hebrew. 

The explanation for the translation of 2 Kings 23:29 
in the NKJV (which was published in 1982) and other 
modern versions appears to be that they have relied 
upon historical sources other than the Hebrew text.

[The above is based on material compiled by the 
Editor which is available as a pdf. To request a copy, 
please e-mail the Editor: witness@fccontinuing.org]

DOCTRINE

TWO KINGS OR THREE?
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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“What is thy name?” (Mark 5:9)

The question asked by Christ has relevance also 
for the believer. The man to whom it was asked 
had disordered thoughts, was presently not “in 

his right mind” (v.15), and could hear more than one 
voice within his mind. There are times therefore when 
this question can be put to us also: at the times when 
our mind is disordered, and we perhaps feel we have 
been invaded by a powerful force.

A Disturbed Personality
“We are many”, the man said. He did not know what 
he really was; he was being carried about by such a 
crowd of wild and disordered impulses. Are there not 
many voices heard within us too? The voice of reason, 
of appetite, of duty, of pain, of Scripture, of warning, 
of duty, of loyalty, of yearning, of mourning, of desire, 
of disappointment, of encouragement, of hope, of 
conscience...what is thy name, thy true identity? 
What are you in yourself, your personal, permanent 
character?  Do we not hesitate to answer? The matter 
is so complex; we feel we are half of one thing and half 
of another. We are one thing at one time, and quite 
another at another time: “we are many.” Moreover, 
there are times when “extraordinary energy is given to 
Satan, whose power goes beyond our understanding.” 
(John Calvin)

An anonymous writer wrote a century ago: 
“Complexity is the strange disease of modern life, with 
its sick hurry and divided aims, its deceived hearts 
and overburdened minds.” Few people actually know 
what they are trying to be, what their aim is in this 
life, and therefore they are not conscious of contrary 
and opposing impulses. They simply change course, 
without thinking that it may be the wrong thing to 
do; they do not resist the negative pressure, it sweeps 
them along without a thought, as they do not have a 
“chief end...to glorify God”.

Something Broken Inside
The believer, however, knows what is right, although 
he sometimes chooses what is wrong (Rom. 7:19); 
he knows he is off course and wants back to the right 
way. But the winds are contrary and it is a fight to stay 
afloat sometimes in order to survive the tempest (Matt. 
14:24). There are times when our lack of strength does 
not enable us to fulfil our desires; this leads to inner 

turmoil and a questioning of our evidences of grace. 
“Is this how a Christian ought to be? Did I really escape 
the power of sin?” We know that perfect holiness is 
unattainable in this world (it is reserved for the next) 
but this fact does not prevent such thoughts.

Legion was not psychotic; he knew that something 
was broken inside, but he could not fix it. He fell at 
Christ’s feet in worship (v.6), but he could not describe 
the darkness of this invasive power within him; he 
knew only that he could not resist it. He was doing 
things which hurt himself (v.5), but he could not stop it. 
Calvin suggests that the devil “kept the poor man at the 
tombs to rend him with unending terror at the gloomy 
spectacle of death...We also learn that the devil does 
not torture men only in this present life, but pursues 
them even in death.”

Hope Appears on the Horizon
Legion was tormented “night and day” (v.5); he was 
being worn out and worn down in his resistance to 
this invading force of darkness. There was still some 
resistance (v.6) but he was growing more and more 
feeble under the relentless attacks which disordered 
his sleep and mind. He wanted to be alone in his 
sufferings and repelled those who wanted to help 
him; he was doubtless under the stigma of society. But 
his condition did not repel Christ. Legion was not yet 
aware of Christ’s interest in him, and was struggling 
to hold on to even a little hope, so long had he been in 
this condition.

None of Legion's wounds had healed, and there 
would be an angry discontent within him that God 
seemed to have left him in an unchangeable condition. 
When he managed to sleep he would awake with 
disturbing memories of perplexing and disturbing 
dreams, dreams whose meanings he could not 
understand. But then he glimpsed Christ in the distance, 
heading straight for him. His mind was divided about 
whether this was for his good or not; he felt compelled 
to worship, but there was still powerful resistance in 
him also (vv.6,7). Nevertheless, this was the only ray 
of hope appearing in the darkness he had experienced 
for a long time, perhaps since he was a child, when the 
world still looked innocent and safe...but now he knew 
better!

No ‘likely candidates’ for Salvation
Some, like Legion, come to meet Christ after a chaotic 

CHRIST MEETS A DISORDERED MIND
REV. JAMES CLARK

PRACTICAL RELIGION
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PRACTICAL RELIGION / CHRIST MEETS A DISORDERED MIND

THE COMPLAINERS
REV. JAMES CLARK

“And they gathered themselves together against Moses” 
(Numbers 16:3)

During Israel’s wilderness journey, Korah and 
his associates rose up before Moses, joined 
by “princes of the assembly, famous in the 

congregation, men of renown” (vv.1-2). They found 
fault with God’s faithful servant.

The Visible Church
Whether the church is in the barren wilderness or 
the luxurious city, you will always find murmurers, 
discontented and complainers among them. They 
complain that they do not get enough attention, that 
their wishes are not taken into consideration, that 
the God-appointed leader has too much authority, etc. 
Poor Moses, he had a hard time! These complaints 
manifest the selfishness of human nature, the craving 
which arises from thinking we deserve more than we 
have received. Egotism abounds, humility and self-
denial are rare indeed.

A Pious Rebellion!
What Moses’ opponents in the congregation of Israel 
were really saying, no matter how ‘piously’ they put it, 
was, “We want our way, not yours!” But Moses’ way was 

God’s way (Ps. 103:7): he was following instructions. 
Sometimes instructions were given to him ‘face to Face’, 
so near did he live to God, but the  instruction always 
came by the words of God Himself. This is why the 
Lord described these people as “rebels” (Num. 17:10). 
In the end it was Moses who was vindicated, not the 
complainers, because Moses followed the Word of God. 
Many today have their own ideas which they wish to 
impose on the church, but they have no warrant from 
the Bible for their innovations.

Cautions
Some examples in Scripture are to be followed, but 
others are given to warn us to avoid the same mistakes 
(1 Cor. 10:5,6). We can learn from both, if we attend 
to them both. David and others prayed to be kept 
from error: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart...” (Ps. 
119:11). This is the antidote to ‘error’, a word which 
literally means ‘going astray’. Nowadays people have 
a strong adherence to their own ideas and feelings, 
and less to God’s Will revealed in Scripture. No doubt 
Moses knew this too, and we must also expect it in this 
world, while the church remains only ‘visible’. God’s 
way is the only safe way, and the only way to arrive in 
heaven: “This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). His 
Word describes the path we are bound to follow.

life, in contrast to those who grow up with knowledge 
which seems to gently move into faith. Supernatural 
initiative and intervention to save has varying 
degrees of visibility, as we see in the three examples 
of conversion in Acts chapter 16. However, those who 
look back on their harmful and disordered lives, like 
Legion see more of the wonder in the tapestry of God’s 
Providence. Like Paul, they never lose the sense of 
wonder that Christ should (seemingly) go out of His 
way to meet this lone, hurting, hopeless sinner and put 
out His hand to take hold of him and draw him along 
to heaven!

We are as Legion: we pray that Christ would help 
us; we worship Him but there are fears also which 

only He can take away. We need His constraining and 
restraining power in our lives. The Lord challenges 
Satan’s invasion of this world: “true freedom is to obey 
Christ” (Samuel Rutherford). Christ alone can pull out 
Satan’s “fiery darts” (Eph. 6:16) which penetrate our 
armour, and restore us to our “right mind”.

Legion did not want to be left on his own after 
Christ came to him to set him free of Satan and sin’s 
dominion (v.18). His past experience gave him reasons 
to be afraid, but he had Christ in the heart now and the 
Lord would watch over him and keep him, despite his 
fears. No doubt we pray with Legion, “Lord, take me 
with you”, and this He will do for those who ask Him...
Legion can verify this also!
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Life can be tough. We all need a bit of 
encouragement from time to time. The Bible tells 
us of an occasion when David was very upset 

because others were unhappy with him. He had made 
some unwise choices and things seemed to be going 
from bad to worse. Everyone was angry with him. The 
people with him thought they had lost everything and 
started to blame David for all their troubles. They even 
thought about attacking him.

Looking to the Lord
When this happened David did something wise: he 
encouraged himself in the Lord. His faith led him 
to seek encouragement from God and through that 
he helped the others to look beyond their troubles 
to the answer. “David was greatly distressed; for the 
people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all 
the people was grieved, every man for his sons and 
for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the 
Lord his God.” (1 Sam. 30:6) David and the people got 
back everything they had lost and much more besides. 
When everything about us seems to be too much for 
us, we should lift our eyes to God, call to Him in prayer 
and trust Him to help us, even in the most difficult of 
situations.

Encouraging Others
However, sometimes we are so sad, or seem so far 
from God, that we do not feel even able to encourage 
ourselves in God. We try, but we just can’t do it. It is then 
that we need someone to come along and encourage 
us. It takes something special to help another person 
by encouraging them. Sadly, some people spend more 
time discouraging others than they do trying to help 
them. But what a difference it makes when someone 
takes the time to say something to cheer you! The 
Bible says, “a word spoken in due season, how good 
is it!” (Prov. 15:23) When someone takes the time to 
reassure or comfort us, we ought to be thankful. After 
all, it is not easy to know what to say at such times.

Saying the Right Thing
The prophet Isaiah said that it was God who taught 
him how to speak to those who were tired or sad. “The 
Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that 

I should know how to speak a word in season to him 
that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned.” (Isa. 50:4) 
It didn’t just happen; he had to listen to God daily. As 
we faithfully read God’s Word and seek Him in prayer, 
the Spirit teaches us how to say just the right thing. 
Somebody near to you might need to hear a word to 
brighten their day or to strengthen their courage. That 
is when you can help by saying something thoughtful 
or kind.

Working Together
Twice a year we have an example of this kind of 
encouragement, given by migrating birds overhead. 
When geese fly to and from their winter and summer 
feeding grounds, they fly in those distinctive ‘V’ 
formations. It has been worked out that the birds 
can fly further that way, because the bird at the front 
does a little extra work, enabling the others to use less 
energy and so enabling the whole flock to go greater 
distances together than they could on their own. As 
they fly, the other birds “honk” to encourage the lead 
bird, and when it is time for a change the other birds 
encourage the next one, which goes to the ‘point’ of the 
‘V’, and so on. We are able to go further in life and to do 
more if we work together and encourage one another.

Helping the Struggling
In addition to encouraging the leading bird, the flock 
also helps the struggling ones. If one of the birds has 
to leave the formation, another one will go with it so 
that they can help each other to catch up. Working 
together involves encouraging each other along the 
way. Sometimes we need encouragement when we are 
working hard to help others. When we are struggling 
we need someone to come alongside to help us catch 
up. Therefore, we should try to be a help to our 
neighbours whenever we can. A word of appreciation 
will do much to keep the hard-working going, and 
a word of encouragement can make the world of 
difference to someone who is finding everything too 
much for them.

Let us all take a little time to encourage one another. 
If we do, we will go farther and fly higher than we could 
ever go on our own.

YOUTH FOCUS

A WORD IN SEASON
REV. TIMOTHY J. MCGLYNN
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CHURCH UNITY

“Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.” 
(John 17:11)

Why is the Lord withholding His blessing? 
Why are our congregations not growing? 
Why are there so few conversions? If we 

have the truth and are doing what is right, why is our 
Church declining? We have to face up to reality. Some 
just keep going, doing what they always did, and argue 
that we have to be faithful and leave the results with 
God. There is of course some truth in that. But is God 
speaking to us in what is happening? Is God challenging 
us? Are we refusing to listen? Some of us are naturally 
optimistic and of a bright disposition. Nothing gets 
them down. They are always finding something to 
be positive about. But there is a lack of reality about 
that. Consider how our churches have declined in the 
last twenty years and think of the average age of our 
members. What can we realistically expect to be left 
after another twenty years, if things continue as they 
are going?

The Lord’s Blessing Withheld
Let me share with you something I have noticed in 
these past years. I began my ministry in 1976. From 
that year till around 1996-7, every year there would 
be several conversions and professions of faith in 
my congregations, usually three or four in a year. 
Since then till the present day professions of faith are 
exceedingly rare. Unconverted people come into our 
churches, attend for a while and then disappear again 
unmoved. There have been folk who have joined us 

from other churches, and they have helped to maintain 
our numbers, but they have been converted before 
they came.

I have shared this with other ministers and their 
experience has been the same as mine. Why? What is 
the problem? Why is the Lord withholding His blessing? 
Why is the Spirit not convicting of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment to come? Why is the new birth not 
taking place amongst us? I have no doubt but that our 
stand for church discipline and against immorality was 
correct, though painful. We cannot turn a blind eye 
to wickedness. The necessity for church discipline is 
clearly taught in Scripture. So is there something else 
which has offended God?

God Hates Division
I have become increasingly convinced that there is. God 
hates division in the church. It is difficult to manage 
controversy in a loving and godly way. Party spirit 
comes in too easily. Pride in ourselves and in our stand 
for the truth arises easily. There has been a lack of love 
to true brethren in the Lord who do not share our view 
and understanding of the controversy. Things were 
said which would have been better not said. Pride is 
always something we must battle against as Christians. 
How easily it arises in our hearts! Scripture also warns 
against a root of bitterness: “Follow peace with all 

“We cannot turn 
a blind eye to 
wickedness. The 
necessity for church 
discipline is clearly 
taught in Scripture.”

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021

RETIRING MODERATOR’S SERMON
REV. WILLIAM MACLEOD
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men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace 
of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble 
you, and thereby many be defiled” (Heb. 12:14,15).

There was a sense of liberation from bondage when 
the Division of 2000 took place. Having been burdened 
and tied up in strife for years we were now free. We 
were not as grieved as we ought to have been at the 
rending of the body of Christ. We have a duty within 
our churches to love one another. But we must also love 
Christians in other churches. Division should bother 
us. The body of Christ is one. Any tearing or wounding 
of the body should trouble us deeply and we should 
have a great concern to heal the breaches.

False and True Unity
Should we all then simply bury our differences, forget 
about the distinctive truths, the theology taught in the 
Bible, and ignore the holiness of life and the purity 
Christ requires of His church? Definitely not! We must 
make crystal clear that we are totally against the 
modern ecumenical movement and World Council of 
Churches. This movement is usually dated from the 
Edinburgh Missionary Conference of 1910. The idea 
was and is to try to get organisational unity between 
the various churches by talking away the theological 
differences between the different denominations.

It is a kind of lowest common denominator unity. 
They say, “Forget the theology which divides us and 
unite in a common mission of social action.” This is 
totally contrary to the Word of God and the teaching 
of Christ. It is a unity which ignores and denies the 
fundamentals of the faith. It is totally dominated by 
liberalism, a rejection of the authority of Scripture, 
a denial of substitutionary atonement and the 
evangelical gospel, and ignoring the moral law of God 
which should be the rule of life.

In the seventeenth century there was another kind 
of ecumenical movement totally based on the solid 
foundation of the inspired and infallible Word of God. 
The Solemn League & Covenant of 1643 was drawn 
up in order to seek one united church in the British 

Isles which would follow the best reformed doctrine 
and practice. The Westminster Assembly was set up 
to provide the documents for unity. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith set out the great doctrines of the 
Bible. Not every doctrine is covered fully. Rather the 
fundamentals were laid out. On other matters there 
could be disagreement. Other documents were drawn 
up – the Form of Church Government and a Directory 
for Public Worship. So the unity sought was unity in 
the truth and on the Scriptures. That was the aim and 
it should still be the aim today of those who genuinely 
subscribe to the Westminster Confession of Faith.

Christ’s Prayer for His Church
Bearing these things in mind let us turn to our text. 
Here in this chapter we have Jesus praying on the 
night in which He was betrayed. According to Jewish 
reckoning, the day starts at sunset the night before, 
so it was actually the day on which He was crucified 
and died. He is making His last prayer with and for 
the disciples before leaving them. It is interesting to 
note the burden of His prayer. The overriding theme 
of this amazing prayer is the unity of His church. How 
vitally important this was and is to Christ! Is it a great 
concern with us?

Our Lord begins His prayer noting that the long-
expected hour of battle and final sacrifice has now 
arrived. He asks the Father to glorify Him so that He 
in turn will glorify the Father. He prays for divine help 
to enable Him to finish the work which the Father 
had given Him to do. Having thus prayed for Himself 
He then turns to pray for the Church. He prays that 
His people might be kept from evil, kept in unity and 
sanctified through the truth. Finally from verse 20 He 
prays for the elect who have not yet come to faith that 
they might be brought into the Church.

Here again there is an emphasis on unity: “That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be 
one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me.” (John 17:21-23) At the end of 
the prayer He returns to the subject of love: “And I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that 
the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.” (v.26)

Brotherly Love
Let us now consider the wider context of John 17. 
Brotherly love figures immensely in the teaching of 
Christ in the Upper Room Discourse which starts 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021 / RETIRING MODERATOR'S SERMON

“The overriding theme 
of this amazing prayer 
is the unity of His 
church. How vitally 
important this was and 
is to Christ!”
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with chapter 13. Jesus shows His love by washing 
the disciples’ feet. The biggest cause of fallout among 
brethren is pride. “Who does he think he is? Why is she 
treating me like that? I should be respected. I am not 
a slave! I won’t allow people to walk over me”, and so 
on. We have heard and seen it often and no doubt have 
been more guilty of it than we are prepared to admit.

Jesus proceeds to lay before the disciples His new 
commandment: “A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.” (John 13:34) There is nothing 
new about that commandment. Love is the fulfilling 
of the Law given at Sinai. But there is a new emphasis 
and urgency. We, who claim to be Christ’s followers, 
should obey. Our Lord then gives the defining mark of 
His church: “By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (John 13:35) 
I wonder does the world say about the Free Church 
(Continuing), “See how they love one another”? 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if they did? Should this not 
be our great aim? I have heard it said about us that we 
are the Church with the most prayer meetings and the 
most quarrelling. Is our lack of love one for another 
grieving the Holy Spirit and causing Him to withdraw? 
We have had various disputes over the years. We seem 
to have got over one problem when another arrives.

One in Christ
In chapter 15 Jesus uses the illustration of the vine. 
Our union with Christ the Vine is vital. From Him we 
draw our strength and sustenance. But being united to 
Christ means that we are all also united to one another. 
There is only one vine. We all belong together. There is 
not a Free Church vine and a Free Church (Continuing) 
one. And so our Lord presses upon us again the need to 
love one another: “These things I command you, that 
ye love one another.” (John 15:17)

So the context of John 17 is clearly emphasising the 
importance of brotherly love. Now in His prayer for the 
church in John 17, Christ says: “I pray for them: I pray 
not for the world, but for them which thou hast given 
me; for they are thine.” (John 17:9) He is not praying 
for mankind in general but for those whom the Father 
gave Him before the world was. First He thinks of 
those who are already believers. He prays for them to 
be kept. How much we need to be kept! How easily we 
are tempted by the world, the flesh and the devil. Satan 
is too clever for us to manage without God’s keeping 
grace. God’s people are precious: “And all mine are 
thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.” 
(v.10) Christ is glorified in saving the elect. But now He 
is returning to heaven so He prays to the Father, “keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast given 
me, that they may be one, as we are.” (v.11) We need 

the Father to keep us and the end result of the Father’s 
keeping is that we will be one, as the Trinity is.

The Unity of the Trinity
That is quite shocking. Think of the unity of the 
Trinity. There is only one God: one Spirit, one divine 
‘substance’, one divine will. We find it impossible to 
imagine three persons who are so united that there is 
only one God and indeed one divine will. Amazingly 
the aim of Christ’s High Priestly prayer is that we, all 
His people, should be united like God, like the Trinity. 
This does not simply refer to the brethren within our 
denomination but to all the people of God, all born 
again Christians, alive on the earth today. Christ prayed 
for this unity and will God the Father not grant Him His 
request? This is the aim of Christ and the aim of God, 
but is it our aim? Are we concerned about it?

Moving on through the prayer we see this theme 
developed. “Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through their 
word” (v.20). So Christ’s prayer goes out beyond His 
present disciples to those who will receive the gospel 
and be saved in days to come. As He thinks of the 
church spreading from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth, He prays again for unity: 
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” (v.21) The 
emphasis on unity is immense. Again, in case we didn’t 
get it the first time, our Lord refers to the greatest 
possible unity, that of the Trinity – “thou, Father...in 
me, and I in thee”.

The aim of salvation is that we may be one in God. 
Effectual calling is calling into Christ. Regeneration 
is planting in Christ, engrafting into Christ. The new 
birth is God the Spirit coming to live in us, uniting us 
to God. Faith is receiving Christ and being received 
into Christ. We are sanctified and bear fruit by union 
with Christ. We become the body of Christ. Thus Paul 
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can write to the Corinthians: “But now are they many 
members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more 
those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary” (1 Cor. 12:20-22). There is only 
one body. Do not despise any true member. Realise 
that you need them and they need you. What a strange 
man he would be who would willingly cut off a finger 
because it was dirty or sore!

The World Looking on
Verse 21 gives another reason why Christ wants the 
church to be united: “that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” Does the world look at us with 
amazement, seeing all sorts of people wonderfully 
united in love? Jesus prayed for this because He saw 
it as testimony to His having been sent from God. Are 
we concerned about it? Now of course we inherited 
a problem. There were lots of denominations before 
we were born. Organisational unity is important and 
we should strive for it. But even more important than 
organisational unity is the unity of love and respect 
among all true believers, whether Presbyterians, 
Anglicans, Baptists or Pentecostalists. To us today the 
thought of all Christians coming together in one church 
seems impossible. Yes God could do it and only God. 
But does it grieve us that the church is divided and do 
we love and appreciate Christians of other churches 
and traditions?

Verse 22 speaks further of the aim of Christ to have 
unity in His church: “And the glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we 
are one”. The Father gave glory to Christ as Mediator. 
Christ shares that glory with us. We are to be like 
Him – prophets, priests and kings, but all functioning 
together. We are to be one as the Father and the Son 
are one. This of course will happen when we get to 
heaven, but should we not strive for it in this life?

This unity which our Lord prays will characterise 
His church is viewed by Christ as of immense value for 
evangelism: “I in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 

that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou 
hast loved me.” (v.23) Christ is in us by His Spirit and the 
Father is in Christ and so we are made perfect in one. 
Amazing unity is achieved. The effect of this unity on the 
world is that they will believe that God sent Christ and 
has loved Christians just as He loved His Son.

Aim and Ambition
Our Lord then expresses His desire that Christians 
be with Him where He is in heaven, so that they may 
behold His glory. The world does not know God but the 
Son does, and He has declared the name and character 
of God to His disciples so that, “the love wherewith 
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
(v.26) Notice again how He ends the prayer speaking 
about love and unity.

Friends, we totally reject the modern ecumenical 
movement which denies the truth and is an enemy 
of Christ and His true church, but surely the new 
commandment of Christ to love one another should 
weigh heavily with us? Our Lord’s desire for the unity 
of all the true people of God should be our great aim 
and ambition. Let us beware of the pride which divides 
us and grieves the Spirit.

Can I end by quoting James Durham the Covenanter: 
“Never did men run to quench a fire in a city, lest all 
should be destroyed, with more diligence than men 
ought to bestir themselves to quench division in the 
church.” Further he wrote, “Orthodox and otherwise 
blameless men have been made by such divisions, 
factious and carnal.” Let us strive above all else for the 
unity and brotherly love for which Christ prays here. 
Amen.
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

“Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they 
shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord.” 
(Psalm 107:43)

Fathers and Brethren, we are all very familiar 
with this psalm. Its vivid imagery moves from 
disappointed desert travellers who call on 

God and are led in “the right way”, to disconsolate 
prisoners who are brought out of darkness “and the 
shadow of death”, to distressed sailors who cry to God 
and are delivered. “The storm is chang’d into a calm at 
his command and will; So that the waves, which rag’d 
before, now quiet are and still. Then are they glad, 
because at rest and quiet now they be: So to the haven 
he them brings, which they desir’d to see.” (vv.29,30, 
metrical version) And then, towards the end of the 
psalm, we have a further illustration of God’s work in 
the verses we read together (vv.33-43).

As we come to these verses I would like to focus 
your attention on two matters: the evidence of 
God’s sovereignty, and then our response to God’s 
sovereignty.

1. The Evidence of God’s Sovereignty
In these verses we are left in no doubt about the 
sovereignty of God. Verse after verse contains the 
word ‘he’, and there is no question as to who ‘he’ is: it 
is the Lord. He is the one who brings all these events 
to pass. All the different events are attributed to the 
sovereign hand of God. Although the passage refers to 
many different events we can accommodate most of 
them together under two headings:

Prosperity given and withheld (vv.33,34)
A land that was fruitful and prospering may become 
a barren desert. We have only to think of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and, indeed, Israel itself. In recent days we 
have this in regard to Covid-19 and the devastation 
it has wrought. And if this is true for nations, it is 
solemnly also true for the church. The evidence is all 
around us, is it not?

Leaders promoted or removed (v.40)
Verse 40 speaks of God pouring contempt on princes and 
causing them to wander in the wilderness. What an apt 
picture for many of the leaders of our day! Many of these 

leaders attribute their success entirely to themselves, 
and would dismiss any thought of God promoting or 
demoting, but these verses make it crystal clear that 
none are raised up or brought low unless He wills it. And 
furthermore, without His wisdom leaders and nations 
will wander in a moral and social wilderness, for without 
His wisdom there is no proper vision and without vision 
the people perish. In verse 41 we see the Lord raising up 
unlikely ones – David himself is an example of this. All of 
it points to the sovereign purposes of God.

2. Our Response to God’s Sovereignty
We are told here that we should have our eyes open – 
watching and observing the sovereign purposes of God 
unfold. How should we “observe these things”? Can I 
suggest that this passage shows us at least six ways in 
which we should observe God’s sovereignty?

We should observe it carefully
In verse 42 we are told that “the righteous shall see it”. 
They should take note, even when many others around 
them do not see God’s hand at all. The world just sees 
a string of random events without purpose or order. 
We, on the other hand, should look at events from the 
perspective of God’s overruling. We are often unable to 
understand exactly what He is doing at any given time, 
but we should be in no doubt that He is executing His 
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decrees in the works of providence. Do not be careless 
or remiss in remembering and observing, as far as you 
can, the sovereign hand of God.

We should observe it biblically
We are to interpret providence, insofar as that is 
possible, in the light of Scripture. What we know of 
God should direct us as we survey His providential 
workings. “Whoso is wise”, it says in verse 43, will 
observe these things, and the beginning of wisdom 
is the fear of God (Ps. 111:10). A wise reading of 
providence is only possible when the Spirit gives a 
wisdom that is not our own.

Biblical wisdom will also remind us that behind 
every act of divine providence lies, as it says in verse 
43, “the lovingkindness of the Lord.” In particular, His 
lovingkindness for His people. Whilst at times we may 
not be able to read a particular providence, we can be 
assured that behind it lies that lovingkindness. “What 
I do thou knowest not now” (John 13:7) is often the 
counsel which comes to us, but we trust His hand, even 
if it appears, on the face of it, not to be a favourable 
providence.

We should observe it penitently
This is not a mere cold, intellectual exercise. Verse 34 
speaks of sin as the reason for prosperity being reversed. 
Our observation of God’s sovereignty in the church in 
general, or in His bringing the world to a standstill through 
the Coronavirus, should lead us to self-examination. Are 
we, like Achan, the cause of chastisement? “Let us search 
and try our ways” (Lam. 3:40).

To paraphrase Richard Baxter: Has God shut up 
the heavens because we have shut our mouths when 
they should have been open? Has God allowed the 
ground in which we sow to become hard because of 
the hardness of our hearts? Has God allowed pests to 
eat the seed and saplings we have planted because we 
have tolerated the pests of sin and wickedness in the 
soil of our hearts?

We should observe it gladly
“The righteous shall see it, and rejoice” (v.42). We 
can become very downcast, but the reality of God’s 
sovereign power should gladden our hearts and lift our 
spirits. The pandemic, and the restrictions on worship 
which have accompanied it, have been difficult and 
solemn, and, yes, a cause for confession and repentance. 
But we also rejoice because we know that the Lord is 
in it all – for His own glory. Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning (Ps. 30:5).

We should observe it actively
God’s sovereignty should spur us on in the work of the 
Gospel. They sow the seed and plant the vineyards and 
trust the Lord to bless their efforts (vv.37,38). God’s 
providence does not encourage sloth: we are to be at 
work in the fields of gospel industry and the vineyards 
of gospel labour.

We should observe it hopefully
There are two points here which encourage hope. 
First, in verse 42 we are told that the Lord shall stop 
the mouth of iniquity. Wickedness can be very vocal, 
and we can be intimidated, but the Lord, in a moment, 
can put it to silence; indeed the day is coming when 
every mouth shall be stopped and every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:11).

Second, in verse 35 we see that the Lord is able 
to effect a wonderful transformation, turning the 
wilderness into watersprings. The same hand, as 
C.H. Spurgeon puts it, with another turn transforms 
the barren landscape. In Isaiah 35 we have a further 
reminder of this, as the desert blossoms as the rose, 
and thirsty land becomes springs of water (vv.1,7). In 
Isaiah 55, instead of the thorn comes up the fir tree 
(v.13). And in verse 41 of our psalm, the Lord makes 
families like a flock.

We remember Sarah’s laugh on hearing of the 
promise of a son, and we too, at times, are guilty of 
unbelief. We forget that the Lord reigns and that all 
things are under His hand. Remember the word of 
rebuke addressed to Sarah, “Is anything too hard for 
the Lord” (Gen. 18:14)? The Lord is able to turn the dry 
barren soul and the dry barren nation into a watered 
garden – a place of spiritual fruitfulness.

Application
To paraphrase William Romaine, the same grace which 
puts us right is able to make us see aright, and, as 
someone else has said, those who notice providence 
shall never be without a providence to notice.

So Fathers and Brethren, and Christian friends, as 
we meet in General Assembly, and as we shall return, 
God willing, later in the week to the work of the Gospel, 
let us look again at the evidence of God’s sovereignty. 
Let us observe this glorious truth once more and let 
us observe it carefully, biblically, penitently, gladly, 
actively and hopefully. As it says in the metrical version:

“Whoso is wise, and will these things
observe, and them record,

Ev’n they shall understand the love
and kindness of the Lord.”
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TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY.
 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly 
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty.
We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this 
25th day of May 2021, humbly desire to express to 
your Majesty our continuing loyalty to your Majesty’s 
person and throne.

We are thankful to God for the good health which 
Your Majesty has continued to enjoy in the providence 
of the Lord, and in the midst of a global pandemic. We 
note, with gratitude to the Most High, that you have 
been sustained by Him in the midst of the unique 
difficulties of these times and that you have been able 
to continue, sometimes through different methods, the 
many tasks that fall to Your Majesty to fulfil as Head of 
State.

We assure Your Majesty that we have mourned with 
Your Majesty in the very sad passing of Your Majesty’s 
dearly beloved husband, His Royal Highness Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. We give thanks to God for 
the Duke’s constant support to Your Majesty and for 
his selfless devotion to duty over many decades. Your 
Majesty’s marriage to His Royal Highness has left an 
enduring example of marriage as a creation ordinance 
instituted by God. We are thankful that the nation, in 
the midst of much moral confusion, had such a fine 
pattern set before it at the highest level. In these days 
of sorrow we would commend Your Majesty to the 
comfort of the King of Kings, “who knoweth our frame; 
and remembereth that we are dust”. We pray that Your 
Majesty would find strength and comfort in the Word 
of God, binding up brokenness, and fixing trust upon 
the one who is eternal and assures those who trust in 
Him alone that, not even death itself can separate them 
from His presence.

During this past year as the nation has continued 
to struggle with the effects of the corona virus - Covid 
19 we are thankful for the continuing stability which 
has been afforded us by Your Majesty’s throne and 

the leadership provided through your earnest and 
optimistic outlook. We are thankful too for those in 
the forefront of the effort to combat the pandemic and 
care for those most affected by it. As we look forward 
to further easing of restrictions we trust that Your 
Majesty may be afforded fresh strength for the many 
duties which continue to fall upon you.

Nevertheless it remains a matter of grave concern 
to us how little, serious spiritual reflection, earnest 
prayer and heartfelt repentance has been evident 
throughout the nation in these testing times. Whilst it 
behoves us to thank God for His mercy in removing, 
for the present, the worst effects of the pandemic it 
is of equal importance that we heed His voice in this 
providential visitation. As the nation emerges from the 
turmoil of these events it is our prayer that God will 
endow Your Majesty’s Government, and the devolved 
administrations, with wisdom and godly courage in 
order that our national recovery may be accompanied 
by a recovery of Reformation principles and biblical 
order in church, state and family life.

We continue to watch with alarm the erosion of 
freedom of speech for those whose supreme allegiance 
is to the Word of God and whose commission from the 
Lord is to declare His Word in all its parts without fear 
or favour. The continued marginalisation of Christian 
values and the hostility shown to those who hold 
such values as precious is a matter of deep concern 
and we would convey to your Majesty our grave fears 
for future generations and the continued unimpeded 
sounding forth of God’s Word and the Gospel trumpet.

We are thankful for the support afforded Your 
Majesty by other members of the Royal Family and 
are pleased to note the increasing role being played by 
the younger members of the family, including the Earl 
and Countess of Strathearn. May they and their young 
children be upheld by the Lord, know His saving grace, 
and be, under God, a means of enhancing the status of 
the Monarchy and the stability of our nation.

May the blessing of God rest upon Your Majesty and 
all members of the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the 
Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) in General Assembly convened.
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which extended to 
two years due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Mr 
Macleod’s last official 
act was to call for the 
Assembly to elect his 
successor. Rev. John 
W. Keddie moved the 
name of Rev. Murdo. A.N. 
Macleod (Snizort), and 
this was duly seconded 
by Mr Angus Shaw 
(Elder, Snizort). This 
nomination was warmly 
welcomed and accepted unanimously by the Assembly, 
and the retiring Moderator welcomed Mr Macleod to 
the Chair.

The new Moderator’s first contribution was to pay 
warm tribute to the late Principal Clerk of Assembly, 
Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), whose sudden passing on 
17th December 2020 left the Church bereft of one of 
its most faithful servants. In particular, the Moderator 
highlighted Mr MacLeod’s integrity and diligence, 
both as Principal Clerk and as minister at Tarbat 
(Portmahomack) for forty-two years.   

Preliminary Arrangements
The necessary administrative matters essential to the 
smooth running of the Assembly were dealt with in the 
receiving of reports from the Assembly Arrangements 
& Nominations Committee (Vice-convener, Rev. 
A. James MacInnes, Lochalsh & Strath), the Bills & 
Overtures Committee (Convener, Rev. Harry J.T. Woods, 
Kilmorack & Strathglass) and the Business Committee 
(Convener, Rev. Andrew R. Allan, Partick).

Following the presentation of the Report of the Bills 
& Overtures Committee, a motion was made by Rev. A. 
James MacInnes, to the effect that an Overture from 
the Free Southern Presbytery anent Scripture Versions 
be deferred to a physical meeting of the Assembly, 
hopefully in 2022. This motion was ruled not competent 
by the Moderator. Rev. Andrew R. Allan, seconded by 
Rev. A. James MacInnes, moved that the Moderator’s 
ruling be overturned and the Overture from the Free 
Southern Presbytery be deferred. Following a debate 
drawing valuable contributions from Commissioners, 
a vote was taken, and the Moderator’s ruling was 
upheld by the Assembly.

The General Assembly of 2021 was sadly not 
unique in its requirement to be conducted 
by teleconferencing facilities. It followed 

the model of the 2020 Assembly, which because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic was postponed from its 
historically established date in May until October. 
Despite the Lord’s continued chastisement upon 
His church, and His inscrutable judgements upon 
the nation, in His goodness He has permitted the 
inventive use of the Internet to promote and continue 
the work of His kingdom on earth. Therefore, at 
6.00pm on Monday 24th May, and through various 
electronic platforms, around sixty Ministers and 
elders exercised their commissions to the 2021 
General Assembly. (The full reports of all Committees 
are to be found on the Church website and the Acts & 
Proceedings of the Assembly will be uploaded in due 
course, D.V.).

Monday 24th May – 1st Sederunt
Retiring Moderator
As is the usual practice, 
the General Assembly 
commenced with the 
preaching of God’s 
infallible truth. The retiring 
Moderator, Rev. William 
Macleod (Knightswood), 
having called the Fathers 
and Brethren to worship, 
began with the singing 
(electronically relayed) of 
Psalm 100. He then read 
John 17, taking as his text 
verse 11. In his sermon, 
Mr Macleod emphasised the necessity for unity within 
the visible church of God, even beyond denominational 
bounds; a unity based on brotherly love. It was the 
desire of Christ in His High Priestly prayer, that His 
church on earth would reflect the love and unity present 
within the eternal Godhead. (The address is included 
in this issue and an audio recording may be found on 
the denominational website.) Mr Macleod concluded 
his address in prayer and formally constituted the 
General Assembly of 2021.

Election of New Moderator
Having concluded his term in the Moderatorial office, 
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Appointment of new Principal Clerk and Assistant 
Clerk
To fill the not inconsiderable void left by the calling to 
Glory of Rev. John MacLeod, the Assembly appointed 
Rev. Graeme Craig (Ayr) as the new Principal Clerk of 
Assembly with immediate effect, and Rev. Murdo A.N. 
Macleod as the new Assistant Clerk of Assembly, to take 
effect at the conclusion of the current Assembly. Rev. 
James I. Gracie (Edinburgh) was appointed Assistant 
Clerk of Assembly for the duration of the Assembly.

These formalities having been completed, the 
Moderator called for the Report of the Committee on 
Ecumenical Relations.

Report of the Committee on Ecumenical Relations
The Report was presented by its Convener, Rev. 
Alasdair J. Macleod (Knock and Point). This Committee 
is responsible for maintaining and developing positive 
relationships with like-minded Christian Churches 
and organisations around the world.

Mr Macleod reported on an approach from the 
Australian Free Church (AFC), seeking adoption by our 
denomination as a missionary outreach. The AFC has 
three ministers (two retired and one active), and one 
ruling elder. One minister, Rev. John Nelson, is well-

known to brethren as a frequent and engaging delegate 
to our Assembly. The AFC has two congregations, both of 
which are in the state of Victoria: Chadstone, a suburb of 
Melbourne, and Hamilton. The congregations are small 
but financially stable, and are not seeking financial 
support. The Assembly welcomed this development 
and encouraged the Committee to continue dialogue, 
with the objective of reporting back in 2022 with a 
more advanced proposal and whether an Australian 
Presbytery would be viable. Following questions from 
the floor, the Committee was also encouraged to ensure 
that other Churches in Australia with whom we have 
fraternal relations are communicated with, to ensure 
transparency in this matter.

Mr Macleod further informed the Assembly that the 
Committee had received correspondence from Rev. 
Timothy J. McGlynn (Aberdeen), following an approach 
by a private individual, requesting the Committee 
to investigate, through the appropriate courts of 
the Church, whether the name of the denomination 
remains suitable for purpose. As a consequence, the 
Committee were proposing that the General Assembly 
appoint a “Special Committee on the Name of the 
Church”, to consult closely with Presbyteries and to 
report back the outcome of these discussions to the 
General Assembly of 2022. Rev. David M. Blunt (North 
Uist & Grimsay) presented an amendment, proposing 
that rather than appoint a Special Committee, the 
Assembly advise that should any individual wish to 
pursue this matter they do so through the courts of 
the Church by way of Overture. This was seconded by 
Rev. Harry J.T. Woods (Kilmorack & Strathglass). Rev. 
William Macleod (Knightswood) posed the question 
that while the name of the denomination had served 
very well for the last twenty-one years, is it necessarily 
the right name going forward, and might there be 
advantage in further distancing ourselves from the 
residual body of the Free Church? A vote being taken, 
the Assembly supported the Committee’s proposal, 
and therefore appointed a Special Committee on the 
Name of the Church to evaluate the merit or otherwise 
of such a change.

Tuesday 25th May – 2nd Sederunt
Moderator’s Address
As is customary on the Tuesday morning, proceedings 
began with an address from the Moderator. Mr Macleod 
broke slightly from tradition by choosing to preach 
a short sermon from Scripture rather than address a 
contemporary issue as it relates to Christ’s Cause and 
Kingdom. He took his text from Psalm 107:31-43, the 
theme of his sermon being The Sovereignty of God – a 
most appropriate doctrine to highlight given the current 
apostasy across our nation(s). He focused on two points, 
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The Evidence of God’s Sovereignty and Our Response to 
God’s Sovereignty. Lifting evidence from the text, the 
Moderator said that the sixfold response of God’s people 
to God’s sovereignty should be to observe it carefully, 
biblically, penitently, gladly, actively and hopefully. (The 
sermon is included in this issue and an audio recording 
may be found on the denominational website.)

Loyal & Dutiful Address
The Loyal & Dutiful Address to Her Majesty the 
Queen was read to Commissioners by the Moderator. 
Particular reference was made to the passing of Her 
Majesty’s husband of seventy-three years, HRH Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The Address highlighted 
their union as a positive and enduring example, in 
the midst of much moral confusion, of marriage as a 
creation ordinance instituted by God. Her Majesty 
was prayerfully commended to God in her grief, 
and the opportunity was also taken to respectfully 
raise concerns that, during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
very little spiritual reflection, prayer or mention of 
God’s sovereignty has been evident. The Address is 
handwritten on vellum (parchment) and delivered to 
Buckingham Palace. The Assembly is grateful to Miss 
Joan MacDonald (Westhill) for her calligraphic skills in 
transcribing this Address.

Finance & Sustentation Fund Committee
This Report was delivered by its Convener, Rev. Murdo 
A.N. Macleod (Snizort). He reported that total income 
for 2020 was £822,199, a decrease of £183,293 (18.2%) 
compared to 2019, in which year a legacy of £31,837 
was received for missions work and the formal transfer 
(at a market value of £90,000) of the Tain property to 
the General Trustees took place. Total expenditure 
for 2020 was £797,151, a decrease of £144,093 
(15.3%). Congregational Remittances (including Gift 
Aid) totalled £684,621. Despite the budget for 2020 
projecting a deficit of £106,330, we are thankful to 
the Lord that there was a surplus of £25,048 (£64,248 
in 2019). The surplus in 2020 was due to substantial 
savings because of Covid-19 restrictions, relating to 
the General Assembly, Youth Camps and national and 
international travel. Payroll costs, which represent 
88% of Congregational Remittances, were £598,537, 
an increase of £14,024 (2.3%) compared to 2019. 
To allow the Church to operate in fiscal year 2021-
22, the Committee reluctantly recommended that an 
operating deficit of £59,393 be approved.

Mr Macleod highlighted four subjects: (i) An 
imaginative and mutually beneficial loan arrangement 
with the congregation of Lochalsh & Strath, whereby 
a substantial sum held by them in a Property Account 
was utilised by the Committee to benefit congregations 

with ongoing building loans. Bracadale & Duirinish, 
Brora, Partick and Poolewe & Aultbea had shared a 
£40,000 sum, saving both them and the denomination 
a considerable amount in interest repayments. (ii) 
The Committee’s recommended £500 increase in the 
Ministerial Stipend to £21,000 per annum; an annual 
review is conducted, and for the past three years the 
Committee had been unable to recommend an increase 
due to financial constraints. (iii) The congregations 
which remain on special arrangements, with Aberdeen, 
Ayr, Ballyclare & Doagh, Brora, Harris, Kilmuir & 
Stenscholl, Knock & Point, North Uist & Grimsay and 
Poolewe & Aultbea commended to the prayerful concern 
of the Church. (iv) The indebtedness of the Committee to 
the General Treasurer’s Department, namely Mr Murray 
Mackay, the General Treasurer, and Mrs Muriel Smith, 
the Financial Administrator; without their expertise and 
warm heart for the work of the Gospel, the Committee 
would not be able to function efficiently in its managing 
of the Church’s financial resources.

Mr Macleod asked Mr Mackay to address the 
Assembly. Mr Mackay drew attention to the continuing 
operating deficit. Such a practice is not sustainable 
year on year; concerns raised by the Committee are 
neither exaggerated nor scaremongering, and this 
matter needs to be considered seriously. Driving 
home this point, Mr Mackay revealed that Gift Aid 
claims from HMRC currently fund the equivalent of 
5½ minister’s stipends, and how thankful we should 
be to the Lord for this facility. If the government ever 
withdrew charitable status from the Church, it would 
have serious consequences for our finances. He issued 
a plea to Commissioners to convey to their own 
congregations the importance of consistent monthly 
remittances to cover the regular monthly outgoings, 
rather than large amounts sent quarterly or at irregular 
intervals. He reiterated the willingness of both himself 
and Mrs Smith to assist congregational treasurers with 
fiscal management.

General Trustees
This brief Report was delivered by the Chairman, Dr 
Andrew Naylor (Elder, Harris). Dr Naylor began by 
paying tribute to Mr Maurice Grant (Elder, Edinburgh), 
who has served the denomination faithfully and very 
ably as a Trustee for thirteen years, and latterly as 
Chairman.

Dr Naylor mentioned two encouraging matters 
within the remit of the Trustees. First, the new church 
building for Poolewe & Aultbea, which, although 
hampered by the Covid-19 lockdown for over six 
months in 2020, is scheduled for completion in 
September/October of this year. Second, the placing 
of the property at 21 Jubilee Drive, Tain, for sale on 
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the open market. In accordance with the wishes of 
the bequeather, the funds realised from its sale are to 
be channelled into the work of the Gospel. Dr Naylor 
highlighted the commendable efforts of Mr & Mrs 
John Urquhart in preparing the property for sale. 
He confirmed the new roll of the General Trustees: 
Dr Andrew I. Naylor, Harris (Chairman); Mr Lindsay 
MacCallum, Kiltearn (Vice-chairman); Mr Murdo 
MacDonald, Poolewe & Aultbea; Mr Thomas MacInnes, 
Portree, and Mr John N. Gillies, Partick.

Publications Committee
This Report was presented by the Convener, Mr John 
Gillies (Elder, Partick). He reported that the editorial 
team of the Free Church Witness magazine, namely Rev. 
David M. Blunt (Editor), Rev. E. Trevor Kirkland, Rev. 
James Clark and Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod (Assistant 
Editors), had agreed to serve another four-year term. 
The Committee were extremely grateful to these men 
for continuing to devote a considerable amount of their 
time to this vital task. Mr Gillies reported that the Editor 
of The Explorer magazine, Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod, 
was now relinquishing this post, which he had held for 
eight years. The Church is indebted to Mr Macleod for 
his invaluable contribution to the Scriptural growth of 
our young people during his tenure, and a presentation 

was on its way to Mr Macleod. The new Editor is Rev. 
Tom I. Budgen (Kilmuir & Stenscholl). On a concerning 
note, Mr Gillies reported an ever-diminishing 
subscription base for the magazines, something not 
unique to our denomination. Every effort continues 
to encourage wider readership and the support of 
Commissioners and individual congregations in this 
effort was sought.

Mr Gillies summarised the Committee’s work 
in promoting its ‘Finding Out About’ series, which 
was launched in 2010 and is intended to provide 
instruction for our people on various important 
theological, doctrinal and practical issues. The 
initial five booklets are available for purchase on the 
denominational website. At the time of writing, the 
Committee are reviewing the draft text of ‘Eldership’ 
by Rev. John W. Keddie, ‘Church Membership’ by Rev. 
William Macleod, and ‘Marriage’ by Rev. Graeme 
Craig; ‘Funerals’ by Rev. James I. Gracie is awaiting the 
further consideration of the Public Questions, Religion 
& Morals Committee. It is hoped that the assigned 
authors will shortly commence work on draft scripts 
of ‘Scripture/The Bible’, ‘The Sabbath/Lord’s Day’, and 
‘God’s Covenant’. A book entitled History of the Division 
of 2000, commissioned by the Assembly in 2008 and 
co-authored by Mr Lindsay MacCallum and Rev. James 
I. Gracie, is at the proofreading stage, and will soon be 
passed to the Legal Advice & Property Committee.

Mr Gillies further reported that the Presbytery of 
the United States of America continue to independently 
produce The Master’s Trumpet on a quarterly basis, 
and that in an effort to encourage psalm-singing, 
they have produced a digital album, Grave Sweet 
Melody, including sixteen selections from the 1650 
Scottish Metrical Psalter. They are also in the process 
of producing a Greek New Testament Reader Edition, 
which will be a printing of the Received Text with 
footnotes to assist students and readers in translating 
the text.

The Committee are consulting Kirk Sessions in an 
effort to agree upon a denominational burning bush 
emblem and an official imprint for the denomination’s 
publications, with the intention of reporting their 
findings to next year’s Assembly. Sadly, because of the 
worldwide Covid-19 pandemic, all conferences falling 
within the remit of the Committee had understandably 
been cancelled, but at the earliest safest opportunity, 
these profitable conferences would again be added to 
the Church calendar and widely publicised.

Rev. John W. Keddie (Rtd) drew the attention of the 
Assembly to the burgeoning practice of self-publishing 
using online facilities such as Lulu. This keeps costs at 
a minimum and accelerates the circulation of sound 
Reformed writing.  
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Overture from the Free Southern Presbytery anent 
Scripture Versions
The Moderator called for Rev. James I. Gracie, as the 
nominated representative of the Southern Presbytery, 
to present their Overture. The Overture asked the 
General Assembly to “assert that the Authorised (King 
James) Version of the Bible is the only English version 
of the Holy Scriptures which is currently approved by 
the General Assembly for use in public worship within 
the denomination.” The Overture was seconded by Rev. 
E. Trevor Kirkland (Ballyclare & Doagh).

The lengthy debate required an adjournment 
midway, and was concluded at the end of the day’s 
scheduled business. This was because a significant 
proportion of the fifty-five or so Commissioners 
present, both ministers and elders, took the 
opportunity to make contributions to the deliberations. 
The many submissions made by speakers, and the 
numerous questions posed and answered, equipped 
the Commissioners with the information necessary on 
which to base their decisions. Three countermotions 
were made during the debate, to the effect that:

(i) “The General Assembly pass from the matter.” 
(Rev. Greg MacDonald, Cross, seconded by Rev. John W. 
Keddie, Rtd)

(ii) “The General Assembly receive the Overture 
from the Free Southern Presbytery anent Scripture 
Versions to the extent that they appoint a Special 
Committee on Scripture Translation with remit to 
elucidate the principles of Bible translation consistent 
with the Westminster Confession of Faith and other 
authoritative documents, and maintain a record of 
English translations that conform to the said principles, 
the Committee to consist of two brethren from within 
the bounds of each presbytery and to seek advice, as 
required, from other reformed denominations with 
whom the FCC maintains close ecumenical relations, 
the Committee to report on their progress to the next 
General Assembly.” (Rev. John Macleod, Rtd, seconded 

by Mr John Mackenzie, Elder, Assynt & Eddrachillis)
(iii) “The General Assembly receive the Overture 

from the Free Southern Presbytery anent Scripture 
Versions to the extent that the General Assembly 
commend the Authorised (King James) Version of the 
Holy Scriptures for use in the public worship of God.” 
(Mr Calum MacLeod, Elder, Knock and Point, seconded 
by Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, Knock & Point)

Following a series of votes, the motion submitted by 
Mr Calum MacLeod carried, the outcome being that the 
Overture was received to the extent that “the General 
Assembly commend the Authorised (King James) Version 
of the Holy Scriptures for use in the public worship of 
God.” Two ministers dissented from the Finding.

Tuesday 25th May – 3rd Sederunt
Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
This Report was presented by the Convener, Rev. John 
Keddie (Rtd). He began with a passionate plea, wholly 
endorsed by the Assembly, that as a Church we must be 
prayerfully burdened for the Covenant children within 
our bounds. He thanked all those who freely give of 
their time to teach in the Sabbath Schools throughout 
the Church, but solemnly drew the Commissioners’ 
attention to that stark reality of an ever-diminishing 
number of attendees. Only ninety-eight children 
regularly attend Sabbath School classes, and of that 
number, 50% come from three congregations. Those 
sitting Sabbath School examinations fell to twenty-four, 
from twenty-five in 2019 and twenty-eight in 2018. 
Sixteen children took part in the Shorter Catechism 
Diploma scheme, up by two from the 2019 figures, 
yet only three of that number were from Scottish 
congregations, the remaining thirteen being from the 
USA Presbytery. Mr Keddie said that these figures 
should be a cause of weeping among the brethren, and 
for falling on our knees in prayer for our children and 
the future of the Church.

Again it was not possible this year to present the 
two prizewinners to the Moderator, but they were 
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confirmed as Susanna Jean MacDonald (Stornoway), 
Bible Class winner, and Lois Brooks (Duthil-Dores), 
Grade 2 winner. The Moderator congratulated both 
these winners and all participants for their endeavours.

Mr Keddie outlined the obligation of the Church to 
support organised Christian Education, both in Christian 
schools and in the home environment, and explained that 
the Committee, within their limited budget, have sought 
to do so. The Church Camps, Youth Conference and other 
activities targeted at our young people were casualties 
of Covid-19. The organisers, Rev. Greg MacDonald and 
Rev. A. James MacInnes, have provisionally arranged an 
Autumn (October) residential camp in an abbreviated 
format. Final confirmation awaits the outworking of the 
Lord’s providence regarding the Covid-19 restrictions. 
Plans are in place to recommence all these youth 
activities in 2022, God willing.

Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn (Aberdeen) alerted the 
Assembly to the fact that the Christian school in 
Aberdeen is very close to opening, and there is a 
search on to recruit a GTC(S) accredited teacher to 
lead the work. Rev. Greg MacDonald commended the 
work of Mr & Mrs Alan MacKenzie (Stornoway), for 
their tireless efforts over the Winter and Spring in 
organising an online denominational Youth Fellowship 
on the Zoom platform. This was held up as an example 
of best practice in how to reach out and keep our 
young within the fold in the prevailing circumstances. 
Rev. Graeme Craig (Ayr) made a simple and yet very 
valid point, that the responsibility for the Scriptural 
teaching of our young lies primarily with parents, and 
should not be abdicated to others, even those within 
the Church. Sabbath Schools are complementary to the 
teaching received in the home, not a substitute for it.

Home & Foreign Missions Committee
The Report, which was presented by the Convener, 
Rev. A. James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath), focused 
on the Great Commission both at home and abroad. 
The labours of Mr Donald John Morrison, our Home 
Mission Worker, were once again highlighted, with 
thankfulness to the Lord for one so able and zealous 
in this sphere of service. Mr MacInnes highlighted 
continued encouraging developments and growth in 
Sri Lanka, focusing on the hope that within two years 
a manse could be built for Rev. Partheepan, resulting 
in significant savings from property rental costs. Rev. 
Partheepan has recently completed the translation 
and publication of two Reformed publications into 
Tamil, a time-consuming but rewarding work, and a 
vitally important way of teaching the people. These 
books are Healthy Spiritual Growth by Dr Joel Beeke, 
and The Day of Worship by Dr Ryan McGraw, both with 
the kind permission of the authors and publishers.

Two men have been interviewed by the committee 
as potential, self-supporting candidates for the 
ministry – one a French speaker from French Guiana 
and the other a Spanish speaker from Spain. These 
applications will be forwarded for consideration by 
the Training of the Ministry Committee.

The congregation of Smiths Falls (Canada) 
falls under the oversight of this Committee. Mr 
MacInnes reported that the fiftieth anniversary 
of Rev. David Compton’s ordination to the Gospel 
ministry was marked with a presentation organised 
locally and supported financially by the Committee. 
The Congregation in Smiths Falls remain active in 
seeking to reach out within their community, and the 
Committee have also been involved in interviewing 
Rev. Daniel Kok, presently a Minister of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America, who has 
applied for Admission to our Church.

The largest part of Mr MacInnes’ report concerned 
the work in Spain and France. In order to most 
appropriately continue to develop this work and 
spread the Gospel in what is an exceptionally large 
area, changes were being suggested by way of a 
Petition to the Assembly. The Moderator called for 
this Petition, which came from the Kirk Session of the 
Spanish Mission and was presented by Rev. Jorge Ruiz 
Ortiz (Rubí, Spain). It requested the reorganisation 
of the Spanish Mission work, disjoining the work in 
France from the work in Spain, sanctioning the work 
in Rubí as a Charge with one Kirk Session and one 
Deacons’ Court with Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz as Minister 
of the Congregation, and erecting Pau as a Charge 
with its own Kirk Session and Deacons’ Court with 
permission to call a Minister. Mr Hugues Pierre 
(Elder, Pau, France) spoke warmly to the Petition. 
The Petition would also involve the establishing of a 
fledgling Presbytery, the Presbytery of Navarre and 
Aragon, under the oversight of the Committee. Rev. 
Ruiz Ortiz made a compelling case in support of the 
Petition, during which he spoke of a clear and firmly 
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held belief that the guiding hand of the Lord was 
upon this venture.

Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross) presented an 
amendment to the Petition, seconded by Rev. Warren 
Gardner (Rtd), which while fully supportive of the 
proposal in principle and welcoming it at some point in 
the future, suggested that it might be premature at this 
stage, and asked the Assembly to delay the request for 
the time being. Following debate, the reorganisation 
of the Spanish Mission work was approved, and a new 
Presbytery was duly erected.

The Moderator called on the Rev. Richard Ross 
(Portree) to lead the Assembly in prayer, and to commit 
the future of this Presbytery into the hands of the 
Sovereign Lord. Reception of missionary delegates 
from other denominations was again not possible this 
year, but three ‘home’ delegates, Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, 
Mr Hugues Pierre and Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan gave 
encouraging updates in their various spheres of service.

Wednesday 26th May – 4th Sederunt
Devotional Exercises
As has been customary for decades, the first hour on 
Wednesday morning was given over to devotional 
exercises. After praise from Psalm 130, the Moderator 
called on eight men to pray: Rev. Calum Smith 
(Bracadale & Duirinish), Mr Colin MacDonald (Elder, 
Duthil-Dores), Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz (Rubí, Spain), 
Mr Duncan MacSween (Elder, Scalpay), Rev. William 
B. Scott (Rtd), Mr Norman Smith (Elder, Partick), Dr 
William Sullivan (Elder, Mebane, USA) and Rev. Davide 
Ratti (Duthil-Dores). The Principal Clerk (Rev. Graeme 
Craig) read from Jeremiah 17 and the acting Assistant 
Clerk (Rev. James I. Gracie) from 1 Timothy 6. After a 
singing from Psalm 143(ii):6-8, the Moderator closed 
the devotional exercises with prayer.

Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Convener of the Committee, Rev. Greg MacDonald 
(Cross), began his Report with the solemn reality that 
the workload of this Committee, and the range of issues 
being addressed, was ever-widening and increasing, 
due to the accelerating moral decline in our nation and 
world. He drew the Assembly’s attention to four main 
areas of this Committee’s work.

1. Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill. 
This Bill became law on 23rd April. Some limited 
but significant amendments were made to the Bill 
before it was passed into law. It is now necessary 
for ‘intent’ to stir up hatred to be demonstrated in 
order for any crime to be considered an aggravated 
hate crime. Definitions as to what constitutes ‘abuse’ 
have also been significantly improved. Nevertheless, 
the Committee remain concerned about the current 

trajectory of the Scottish Government as they continue 
to pursue legislation infringing on our freedom to 
preach the Gospel.

2. Covid-19 enforced closure of Churches. A Judicial 
Review was heard before Lord Braid in the Court of 
Session on March 11-12th. Presented by Janys Scott 
QC, it was founded on the Constitutional liberties 
assured to the Scottish Church since the Reformation, 
which were affirmed again at the Revolution and 
enshrined in the Acts of Union in 1706/7. The case 
also ably demonstrated the breach of Article Nine 
rights in terms of the European Convention on Human 
Rights. On 24th March Lord Braid issued his Opinion, 
coming down decisively in favour of the twenty-seven 
Petitioners. The Scottish Government Ministers gave 
no immediate indication of an intention to appeal, 
and the finding therefore went into immediate effect. 
The critical nature of this legal action cannot easily 
be overstated. It was founded primarily upon rights 
guaranteed in Scots Law: government has no right 
to interfere in worship. The argument made by the 
Scottish Government that mere attendance at worship 
was a civil matter, not a spiritual one, illustrates the 
weakness of their case. We are most thankful to God 
for this ruling and pray that it may long stand as a 
bulwark for God’s people in our land.

3. Abortion. The Committee have continued to 
oppose the vile abortion laws of the United Kingdom, 
and the wicked imposition of abortion on Northern 
Ireland. After the 2020 Assembly, the Committee 
commended Mr Donald John Morrison, Home Mission 
Worker, for launching the ‘Abort Abortion’ campaign. 
The Committee contacted Mr Morrison, assuring him 
of their full support and offering him any help that 
the Committee might be able to provide. It was agreed 
to commission an article on this critically important 
subject for the Witness magazine.

4. Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Act. 
Having raised concerns about this legislation in 
previous years, Mr MacDonald highlighted that our 
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people should be made fully aware that this legislation 
on organ donation is now in effect. As of March 26th, 
Scotland has transitioned from an ‘opt-in’ system 
of organ donation to an ‘opt-out’ one. Whilst organ 
donation in many circumstances may be permissible, 
and even commendable, there remain serious ethical 
concerns over this legislative move.

In conclusion, Mr MacDonald anticipated, with 
sound evidence to support him, that the next 
battleground for the Church and this Committee would 
be so-called ‘Conversion Therapy’, as it impacts on 
the Church’s ability to respond Scripturally to those 
involved in the sinful homosexual lifestyle.

Denominational Name
Following a statement by Rev. Andrew R. Allan as 
Convener of the Business Committee, the Assembly, 
on the basis of their resolution at an earlier Sederunt, 
proceeded to appoint a Special Committee on the 
Name of the Church. This will consist of Moderators 
of all Presbyteries of the Church, together with the 
Moderator and Principal Clerk of the Assembly, and Mr 
Iain A.C. MacPherson (Elder, Portree) and Mr Alastair 
Manderson (Elder, Knightswood). The Committee will 
consult closely with Presbyteries and report back to 
next year’s Assembly with its findings.

Training of the Ministry Committee
The Convener, Rev. David Fraser (Rtd), presented a very 
short Report. This was primarily because there are no 
Scottish divinity students currently attending, or due 
to enter, our Seminary in Inverness. He began with a 
passionate, heartfelt plea for all young men within the 
denomination to wrestle with the Lord, giving prayerful 
consideration to whether they are called to be the Lord’s 
ambassadors in the wonderful office of Minister of the 
Gospel. He also zealously encouraged all our people to 
be much in prayer, asking the Lord to raise up suitable 
and able men who would “earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints.” (Jude 3)

Two overseas students, Mr Joshua Cochran (USA) 
and Mr Hugues Pierre (France), are nearing the 
completion of their studies, and it is hoped they will 
soon be available for a call to a pastoral charge. Two 
further overseas students (referred to previously 
in the Report of the Home & Foreign Missions 
Committee) are in the early stages of application to 
study at the Seminary, through distance learning. Mr 
Fraser’s final remark was to pay warm tribute to Rev. 
William Macleod, who is retiring from the Systematic 
Theology chair after serving faithfully and diligently 
in the post for four years. A virtual presentation was 
made by the Moderator to Mr Macleod, in recognition 
of his invaluable contribution.

The Principal of the Seminary, Rev. Graeme Craig 
(Ayr), gave a brief update on Seminary activity. He 
reassured the Assembly that though the vast majority 
of lectures and studies had been completed by distance 
learning, due to the Covid-19 pandemic and there being 
overseas students, robust checking mechanisms are in 
place to ensure there is no dilution in the standards 
required.

The General Assembly thereafter voted to appoint 
Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross) as the new Lecturer in 
Systematic Theology. The Moderator called upon Rev. 
Maurice Roberts (Rtd) to lead the brethren in prayer, 
seeking the Lord’s blessing on Mr MacDonald as he 
assumes this onerous responsibility.  

Legal Advice & Property Committee
The Committee’s Report, presented by its acting 
Convener Mr Calum MacLeod (Elder, Knock & Point), 
covered two main items. The first was the dispute 
regarding frozen funds between the Deacons’ Court 
of our Kiltearn (Evanton) congregation and the Bank 
of Scotland, which had exercised the Committee 
for several years. As a consequence of regular 
communication with our law agents, and persistent 
approaches by them to the Bank of Scotland, the 
Committee were pleased to report that the case, 
which had reached preliminary court hearings, was 
dismissed by the court after the Bank of Scotland 
withdrew from the action, thereby removing any 
obstacles preventing the Kiltearn FC(C) Deacons’ 
Court from accessing the frozen accounts. Upon 
release of these funds and settlement of final fees, 
the Deacons’ Court will, as agreed from the outset, 
reimburse the denomination the accrued legal costs 
of pursuing this case.

Second, there was Marriage Authorisation. Under 
the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977, ministers of certain 
denominations can perform marriages simply by 
virtue of being ministers of those denominations. 
A three yearly re-registration with the Registrar 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021 / GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT

Rev. David Fraser



July / August 202128

assistance in teaching psalm-singing to their pupils.
Mr MacLeod highlighted that some of the finest 

congregational singing is within the Presbytery of 
the United States of America, and being persuaded 
that they could contribute much to the Committee’s 
work, he asked the Assembly to consider whether 
one or more brethren from that Presbytery might be 
appointed to the Committee; this was happily agreed. 
He informed the Assembly that in common with many 
other Church activities, psalmody classes and tests 
could not be undertaken over the past year, but would 
resume as soon as circumstances allow. He reminded 
the Commissioners that these classes were not only for 
our children, but are open to all adults, to help develop 
their psalm-singing skills to participate fully in this 
aspect of public worship. He concluded by mentioning 
the role of denominational precentors, and thanked 
them for their continuing efforts; work is ongoing to 
publish an expanded index of suitable psalm tunes for 
every psalm.

Deceased Ministers & Elders
The Report of the Committee to prepare a Minute 
on Deceased Ministers & Elders was given in by its 
Convener, Dr Andrew Naylor (Elder, Harris) It was 
recorded that the following had passed away since the 
2020 General Assembly in October: Minsters – Rev. 
John MacLeod (Tarbat); Elders – Mr Malcolm Campbell 
(Scalpay) and Mr Donald MacDonald (Kilmuir & 
Stenscholl). At the Moderator’s request, Rev. Graeme 
Craig (Ayr) led the Assembly in prayer and commended 
the families of these men to the Father of all mercies 
and the God of all comfort.

Vote of Thanks and Close
Mr John MacKenzie (Elder, Assynt & Eddrachillis) was 
asked by the Moderator to move a vote of thanks to all 
who had assisted in the organising of this electronic 
meeting of the General Assembly. The appointment of 
the next General Assembly was intimated for Monday 
23rd May 2022, in Edinburgh, if the Lord so permits. 
The Moderator read metrical Psalm 122, and after 
announcing the formal dissolution of the Assembly, 
concluded the proceedings by pronouncing the 
apostolic Benediction.

[Images in the Assembly Report are courtesy of Rev. 
Andrew Allan]
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General of Scotland is needed for those not in these 
‘approved’ denominations. Despite strenuous efforts 
by the Committee, this ‘Prescribed Body’ status has 
yet to be granted to our denomination by the Scottish 
Government. With the assistance of Mr Maurice Grant 
(Elder, Edinburgh) and Mr Murdo Fraser (MSP), all 
our ministers have now been re-registered and are 
therefore authorised to conduct marriages until 
2023, by which time the Committee prayerfully hope 
‘Prescribed Body’ status will have been secured.

Mr Lindsay MacCallum (Elder, Kiltearn) spoke on 
behalf of his congregation, expressing sincere, heartfelt 
thanks to the Committee and the wider denomination 
for their support in this resolution of their case. In 
doing so, he paid tribute to the adroit, analytical mind 
of Mr John MacKenzie (Elder, Assynt & Eddrachillis) 
whose insightful contributions were invaluable in an 
advisory capacity.

Psalmody Committee
Mr Calum MacLeod (Elder, Knock and Point) presented 
this Report as acting Convener. He began by paying 
warm tribute to the late Rev. John MacLeod, who 
had been the Convener of the Committee, and whose 
love of Psalmody, and prowess in sung praise, was 
widely recognised in the denomination and beyond. 
He reported to the Assembly that in pursuit of its 
remit to promote the use of the Psalter and sung 
praise in worship, they were ordering a fourth print 
run of the Sol-Fa Psalter to accommodate demand. 
Psalters and other teaching aids have been provided 
to Providence Christian School (Stornoway), and also 
very encouragingly to King Alfred School in Dudley, 
England, which approached the Committee for 
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Obituary – Mr Malcolm Campbell, Scalpay 
(Rev. Raymond A. Kemp)

One by one, the Lord is translating His covenant 
children from the aridness of this wilderness to 
the house of many mansions. Though this world 

is constant dusk for the believer, we should pray that 
faithful witnesses, in number but especially in calibre, 
be raised up.

Mr Calum Campbell was born in 1939 to Roderick 
and Kate Campbell (Gravir), and the biblical instruction 
he received would bear fruit. That same God who 
decreed the day of his birth, and the days of his sojourn, 
also decreed that the morning of the 20th May 2021, 
the place which knew our friend would know him no 
more. But in crossing Jordan’s swelling, Mr Campbell 
entered into, we believe, that rest and immediate 
perfection which awaits the people of God.   

After National Service with the Royal Air Force 
in Cyprus, Mr Campbell assumed clerking duties in 
both Edinburgh and London, before returning to 
Gravir to assist his incapacitated father at weaving – 
an occupation he followed most of his days. In 1969, 
after marrying Effie Macleod, Mr Campbell came to 
Scalpay, and his quiet and endearing nature ensured 
that, although from outside, he was wholeheartedly 
accepted as one of its own.   

As the Holy Spirit was working in the heart of Mr 
Campbell, He was also working covenantally in the 
marriage bond. When Mr Campbell announced that 
they “would attend the Saturday prayer meeting in 
the Church”, it was a statement that Christ was in his 
life. In finding peace, rest and joy through believing, 
he professed faith in September 1974. Rightly his 
profession was evidenced by ‘discipleship’. The 

CHURCH NEWS
opposite of an hireling office-bearer, Calum Campbell 
was no minimalist but a truly diligent labourer in the 
Master’s house. Inducted as a Deacon in May 1985, at a 
time when the Church was much larger, his suitability 
for office was further recognised with his ordination 
to the eldership in February 1993. These onerous 
duties were in addition to the heavy but rewarding 
work he undertook as Congregational Treasurer. 
Critical periods of disunity weighed upon our friend, 
but the Lord provided him with a sharp mind, cool 
temperament and immense wisdom for such times of 
upheaval, most recently during the division of 2000.

Indulgingly hospitable to all, Mr Campbell was 
sincerely committed to the testimony of the Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing) and was greatly 
perturbed by spiritual declension, lack of diligence in 
Church attendance, and laxity of life, but his hope was 
“the Lord can draw them back”.  His prayers for God’s 
ancient people were often heard in public.

The church in glory is ever made up of corn sheaves 
ripened here below. Our brother had that growth in 
grace. The rays of the Sun of righteousness that shone 
into his life were undimmed in its sunset. Though 
frail in body and mind, the contentment of Israel’s 
redeemed was his portion, under the shade of the 
gracious covenant.

With great sadness, the congregation of Scalpay 
extend their condolences to a devoted wife, Effie, and 
the children of the home, Kathleen Ishbel, Donald John, 
May and Norma, praying that their solace would be in 
the One who is the eternal Bridegroom and a Father to 
the fatherless.

New Preaching Station in Alabama 
(Rev. Robert McCurley)
(The report below was circulated by Rev. McCurley 
following the initial services on 13th June.)

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your prayers for the new FC(C) 

preaching station in Auburn-Opelika, Alabama, 
known locally as Providence Presbyterian Church. In 
an attempt to circulate a prompt update, please find a 
brief but encouraging report below. Please also see the 
attached photo taken after the morning worship service 
yesterday. [The photo is found on the rear cover.] 

The work commenced yesterday with our first 
two worship services. We held the morning worship 
service in the centre of Auburn, at a beautiful facility 
across from the university, and the evening service at 
a classical Christian school in Opelika. Both facilities 
were provided to the preaching station at no cost. The 

Malcolm Campbell
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Lord brought 54 people to the morning service and 
52 people to the evening service, the latter including 
some people who were not present in the morning. 
These numbers also reflect a contingent of saints 
from Greenville, who made the sacrificial effort to be 
present to support and encourage the new work.

Between the two services, and excluding members 
at GPC, the total number of local attendees was in the 
mid-40s. Many of those in attendance and who have 
expressed interest in the work come from various 
ecclesiastical backgrounds, including non-Presbyterian 
affiliations. It has been notable to watch the wide 
array of local contacts and the spread of interest in the 
new work, resulting in some without previous FC(C) 
exposure inviting friends to attend with them. 

Most of those in attendance at the morning service 
went to the Sheltons’ home for lunch, spiritual 
conversation and Psalm-singing, and the consequent 
fellowship deepened the bonds of affection and 
excitement. Elder King and I met with four more family 
units (two of which were singles) and examined them 
for membership on Saturday and Sabbath afternoon. 

All of this should redound to the praise and glory of 
Christ, the Head of the Church and Lord of the harvest. 
Please add to your adoration a few points of petition. 

1. In God’s providence, we learned on Saturday 
that the facility in Auburn will not be available after 
yesterday and going forward. So we need the Lord 
to provide something else in short order and in 
anticipation of the coming Sabbath. This is the most 
urgent prayer request. [A rental facility has now been 
secured in Opelika.]

2. Please pray for wisdom regarding facilities in 
general. Holding services in both Auburn (AM) and 
Opelika (PM) provides certain advantages, but it 
also may be in the best interest of the work to have 
a consolidated location. We need the Lord’s guidance. 

3. Continue to pray for the Shelton family as 
they settle in their new home and community. Pray 
especially for Mr Shelton as he takes up the substantial 
work before him. 

May this brief news from a distant place fuel the 
prayers of God’s people for the advance of Christ’s 
glory and kingdom in Alabama.

2021 School in Theology (Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

Having been cancelled last year because of 
Covid-19 restrictions, the Free Church School 
in Theology will be held this year in Carronvale 

House, Larbert from 6th to 9th September inclusive 
(D.V). To view the programme please visit the School 
in Theology website, where you will be able to make 
an online booking: www.schoolintheology.org.uk

Terror in Indonesia’s Papua Province 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

In raids commencing on 28 May, Indonesia's 
counter-terrorism squad arrested 12 Islamic terror 
suspects in Papua's south-eastern Merauke regency. 

All were members of JAD, one of several jihadist groups 
threatening to wage jihad in the Papuan Provinces. 
They had been preparing to attack police stations and 
several churches throughout Merauke. Meanwhile 
state terror continues unabated in the Central 
Highlands. On 15-16 May Indonesian forces backed 
by two attack helicopters attacked a string of villages 
in Puncak Jaya Regency driving thousands of Papuans 
from their homes. Protestant pastor Reverend Laban 
Hagabal of Kingmi Church Papua was shot and killed 
in a pre-dawn raid. Thousands of mostly Christian 
Papuans are displaced; many in the bush. The internet 
remains down, and the region remains closed; hunger 
and death loom. Please pray. 

Quote

“We know God will bring us to death, and 
it is our great concern to get ready for 
it. It ought to be the business of every 

day, to prepare for our last day, and what can we do 
better for ourselves in the prospect of death, than, by 
frequent retirements for communion with God, to get 
more loose from that world which at death we must 
leave, and better acquainted with that world which at 
death we must remove to. By going to our beds as to 
our graves, we shall make death familiar to us, and it 
will become as easy to us to close our eyes in peace 
and die, as it used to be to close our eyes in peace and 
sleep.”
Matthew Henry
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AROUND THE CHURCH

ASSYNT & EDDRACHILLIS
JOHN MACKENZIE

The congregation, as it now exists, is the 
culmination of numerous changes brought 
about over the decades by the effects of 

demographic change, loss of the indigenous population 
and ultimately denominational division.

Assynt
It has been well said by an ecclesiastical historian 
concerning the West Sutherland congregation of Stoer 
that “it would be hard at one time to find in the whole 
country a more discerning people. This was due not 
only to the solid spiritual fare that was served to them 
from the pulpit but also to the fact that theological 
and ecclesiastical problems were widely discussed 
between them.” It was towards the end of the 18th 
century that evangelicalism began to impact upon 
Gaeldom, but almost immediately there appeared the 
phenomenon known as Separatism.

Rev. Norman Macleod
This was no new denominational affiliation but a 
kind of passive resistance to what were deemed to 
be “graceless” ministries. If you disapproved of the 
over-worldly conduct of the settled preacher you 
either stayed at home, travelled miles to hear another, 
or held your own meeting. The separatist leaders 
became known as ‘The Men’, and of these, who were 
mainly laymen, probably the most able and certainly 
the most romantic was Norman MacLeod, a native of 
Clachtoll, who led his followers first to Nova Scotia 
and ultimately to his final settlement in Waipu, New 

Zealand. A memorial stone to the memory of Rev. 
Norman MacLeod was unveiled in 1994 near the place 
of his birth.

The activities of Norman MacLeod had spread 
considerable disaffection throughout the parish and 
this was increased by the intemperate habits of the 
minister of the time. Blessing and growth returned 
with the settlement in Assynt of Rev. John Kennedy 
(father of Dr Kennedy of Dingwall), whose gracious 
ministry brought a healing influence.

Rev. Charles Gordon
In 1825 Rev. Charles Gordon was inducted to 
Assynt while still in his early twenties. His seeming 
immaturity caused some misgiving on the part of some 
of his parishioners, but the judgement of Neil MacLeod 
(Niall Ban) carried great weight: “let him alone”, said 
he, “he is a chosen vessel”, and so he proved to be. Few 
of the current population will have any sense of the 
origin of the name, but there is still in Stoer a body 
of water named Loch Niall Ban. Assynt in those days 
was an arduous sphere of labour for a minister. There 
was no road to it or through it. It was a vast parish 
with a population gathered at points widely remote 
from each other, scattered along the sinuous and 
rugged coastline, and Mr Gordon had seven preaching 
stations, having to make solitary journeys on foot or 
on horseback.

Mr Gordon’s name is to be found amongst the 
ranks of those valiant men who signed the Deed of 
Demission at the time of the Disruption in 1843, 
when virtually every inhabitant of Assynt ‘came out’ 
with the minister. The decree had gone forth from the 
Duke, however, that there was to be no toleration of 
dissenters in Sutherland, so Mr Gordon could have no 
home amongst his flock. His family was removed to 
Tain, and he himself obtained a room from a member 
of his congregation. During this period of enforced 
separation from his family, his wife died and his 
children fell seriously ill. In that room Mr Gordon lived 
for three winters. It was very small. It was so low in the 
ceiling that only in the centre was it possible to stand 
erect; it was so ill-lighted that reading was difficult. 
Raindrops came trickling through the roof, with 
nothing but two foot separating the damp divots of the 

The Assynt Centre, Lochinver
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thatched roof and the bed, yet summer and winter he 
was always at his post.

1893 & 1900
The subsequent stresses and strains of ecclesiastical 
turmoil had a significant effect over the decades. The 
Free Presbyterian secession of 1893 very substantially 
weakened both congregations; membership of the 
Assynt congregation in 1850 (including adherents) 
was 362, but had fallen to 24 at the time of the Union 
in 1900. Membership of Stoer in 1859 (including 
adherents) was 600, but was 17 in 1900. It seems, 
however, that following the Union crisis the people 
returned to the Free Church in large numbers, for it is 
recorded in the May edition of the Monthly Record of 
the Free Church for 1902 that at the April communion 
of that year, large numbers of people were present at 
all of the services held in beautiful weather – almost 
900 being present on the Sabbath.

Eddrachillis
In Eddrachillis (Scourie) a church was built soon after 
the Disruption. Only four families out of a population 
of about 800 declined to enter the Free Church with 
Mr Tulloch, the minister at the time. As elsewhere, the 
Duke of Sutherland refused to grant a site for a church, 
and for some months the congregation worshipped in 
a tent sent from Edinburgh. This was torn to shreds 
in a gale not long afterwards, and the people gathered 
in the open air at a spot still known locally as the 
“Worship Stones”, near the site of the present church 
which was built in 1846. A remnant of the Eddrachillis 
congregation adhered to the Free Church after 1900.

Post-2000
The Scourie congregation was linked with the 
congregation of Rogart in 1981, and Rev. Allan 
Murray was inducted to the joint charge in 1988. 
The congregations of Assynt and Eddrachillis were 

consolidated by Act of Assembly in 2007. In the 
aftermath of the division in 2000, Rev. Allan Murray 
remained loyal to the Free Church (Continuing), in 
contrast to the action of his contemporary in Assynt, 
but most of the communicant members and a few of the 
adherents in both congregations remained steadfastly 
loyal to the minority. At the date of the division there 
existed four Free Church buildings in Assynt, but today 
there remains only the building in Lochinver, as well as 
the one in Scourie – the others, including the manse in 
Lochinver, having been sold by the residual body.

Services
The Continuing congregation used to meet for public 
worship at 12.00noon in the village hall in Scourie, and 
at 5.00pm at the Assynt Centre in Lochinver, but during 
the current pandemic both of these buildings have 
been closed. Prior to this, the congregation had been 
predominantly dependent upon a form of electronic 
pulpit supply provided by Rev. James Gracie, by way 
of recordings on pen drives projected onto a screen 
which was transported to each location. Congregational 
numbers have remained relatively stable in recent years, 
although sadly depleted by the passing into glory of two 
elderly members. The combined congregation today 
comprises a total of twelve members and adherents.

Witness
During the time of the division many of us were the 
object of severe criticism as we sought to maintain the 
Biblical principles of the Free Church, but we stood 
firm and have reason to believe that our witness in 
the community is respected, particularly amongst the 
remaining indigenous population. Although lacking 
church buildings, we have had the pleasure in recent 
years of welcoming to our services holidaymakers 
coming to the remote fastnesses of West Sutherland 
from our own and other denominations, and we covet 
the prayers of our faithful people as we continue to 
witness by word and example.

AROUND THE CHURCH / ASSYNT & EDDRACHILLIS

Mr John MacKenzie, Elder (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)

The Scourie Village Hall
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MISSIONS

As a Church we have had involvement in the 
Spanish Mission work since 2013, when Rev. 
Bill Scott and his wife Isobel took the initiative 

to visit Spain so that they could try to encourage Rev. 
Jorge Ruiz Ortiz, who was involved in a church planting 
work in the north of the country, at Miranda de Ebro.

Developments
Mr Ruiz Ortiz, through his study of God’s Word, 
had come to embrace the principles and practice of 
exclusive Psalmody and had suddenly found himself 
isolated as a consequence. It was, however, around the 
same time that a small group of believers from Rubí, 
on the outskirts of Barcelona, some 300 miles distant, 
had asked to come under the pastoral oversight of 
Mr Ruiz Ortiz. A conference was held in 2014 when 
Mr Scott, together with Rev. Harry Woods, sought to 
encourage the scattered congregation. In 2015 Mr 
Ruiz Ortiz applied to and was admitted by the General 
Assembly as a minister of the Church, and since that 
time the Home & Foreign Missions Committee has 
been involved, seeking to support and encourage 
the development of the work. Developments in the 
mission have been reported periodically, with perhaps 
the most significant aspect being the gathering of a 
group of believers across the Pyrenees in Pau, France.

Presbytery Established
When it met in May this year, the General Assembly 
resolved to regularise the scattered mission work by 
erecting two distinct congregations (Rubí, Barcelona, 
and Pau, France) and bring these two congregations 
together in a new presbytery named the Presbytery 
of Navarre (the French border region) & Aragon (on 
the Spanish side). Mr Ruiz Ortiz is the minister of 
the congregation in Rubí, and the congregation in 
Pau, which is presently vacant, is entitled to call a 
minister, with regular supply being provided by Mr 
Hugues Pierre – a local elder presently concluding his 
theological training.

Inaugural Meeting
The inaugural meeting of the Presbytery of Navarre & 
Aragon took place on Saturday 5th June at the church 
building in Rubí, but with members of Presbytery 

joining by Zoom. While Covid restrictions ensured 
the now familiar protocols, it was tremendously 
encouraging to see the images on the screen of the 
congregation in Rubí – wearing masks and greeting 
one another with fist bumps – and then members 
of Presbytery, sometimes in family groups, located 
elsewhere in Spain, France and Scotland. There was 
also a friend of the Mission from Colombia, Rev. Eliseo 
Garcia – who brought greetings from the church in 
Colombia, Venezuela and Guatemala.

Praise
That the Presbytery of Navarre & Aragon is part of the 
Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is something that 
at an earlier age in the Scottish Church would have been 
unthinkable. In 1593, as a consequence of the violent 
persecution during the notorious Spanish Inquisition, it 
was intimated: “The General Assembly dischargeth every 
Christian within the Kirk from repairing to any of the King 
of Spain’s dominions, under pain of incurring censures and 
excommunication.” Happily we are now in very different 
days, and the meeting of Presbytery began with the very 
appropriate singing, in Spanish, of Psalm 122: “I joy’d 
when to the house of God, Go up they said to me...”. This 
was followed by the reading of Zechariah 4:1-10.

Sermon
Mr Ruiz Ortiz preached in Spanish, and then in French, 
and then again in English. While bilingual meetings 
are not unknown in congregations where there is both 
English and Gaelic, three languages in one meeting 
is probably something new. Mr Ruiz Ortiz began by 
observing that not only is society sadly ignorant of God, 
his law, gospel and church, but even amongst believers 
there can be a great ignorance. Zechariah himself did 
not understand the vision of the golden candlestick 
and had to be instructed.

The candlestick, or lampstand, represents the 
church, bringing light to the nations which are 
otherwise in darkness; that it is gold illustrates its 
great value in the sight of God. The seven lamps upon 
the stand demonstrate the unity and yet diversity of 
the church: so the church in the various nations has 
one Spirit and one Head, whose authority must not be 
supplanted by that of any man. That these Reformation 

PRESBYTERY OF NAVARRE & ARAGON
REV. JAMES MACINNES
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principles had never been received in Spain and had 
long since been rejected by France, made the formation 
of this new presbytery an event of great significance, 
and an evidence of God’s abundant grace toward the 
church and the nations.

The work of the gospel is, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (v.6) 
Consequently we can anticipate the mountains of great 
difficulty (v.7) being made into a plain. We were further 
encouraged to realise that this day of small beginnings 
was significant (v.10), and we are to ask from the Lord, 
and expect from his hand, growth and development, so 
that like the stone in Daniel’s vision the church would 
grow to fill the whole earth (Dan 2:34,35).

Mr Ruiz Ortiz concluded by making reference to the 
children of Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land 
– he likened the present experience of the church in 
Spain and France to the commencement, a passing 

over the Jordan, and that we were to approach each 
day knowing that the future belongs to God alone.

Prayer
Thereafter we sang the opening verses of Psalm 47:

“All people, clap your hands; to God
with voice of triumph shout;

for dreadful is the Lord most high,
great King the earth throughout.

The heathen people under us
he surely shall subdue;

and he shall make the nations
under our feet to bow.”

The Presbytery was then constituted with prayer, 
and the various items of business were addressed. 
Please continue to pray for the work of the gospel in 
Navarre and Aragon.

SRI LANKA CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
REV. JAMES MACINNES

Sri Lanka featured in news reports recently when 
X-Press Pearl, a 610ft-long vessel carrying tonnes 
of chemicals and cosmetics, caught fire and sank 

to the west of Colombo. Inevitably the focus of concern 
was upon the environmental impact, together with 
the knock-on impact that this will have upon both 
domestic fishing and tourism – both of which are 
important industries. However what has not been so 
widely reported, perhaps because of its close proximity 
to India with its far greater population and consequent 
greater problems, is the impact of Coronavirus. 

Presently Sri Lanka is in the midst of a further 
series of lockdowns in an attempt to prevent the virus 
spreading. Unlike the prosperous Western nations, 
there is no nationwide vaccine programme. Essential 
services are permitted to open, which means, in 
theory, that it is still possible to purchase food supplies. 
However the impact upon the families of day-wage 
workers is massive; if it is not possible to work, then it 
does not really matter if the shops are open. Without an 
income it is not possible to pay for necessary supplies 
and people are increasingly going hungry. 

If you have money there is food available, and the 
Mission has been able to devote its limited funds 

toward ensuring that each family in the congregation 
is provided for. Not every family has the same level 
of need, but most have required some assistance and 
have greatly appreciated the rice, flour and vegetables 
which have been distributed. Not only is it difficult for 
workers to support their own families, it also means 
that available funds at the Mission are quickly depleted, 
with few able to support the Lord’s cause financially. 
Services meanwhile are broadcast electronically.

Similar to the UK where NHS workers were given 
additional access to supermarkets, because Rev. 
Partheepan’s wife Dino is a nurse, it has been easier 
for them to move around under lockdown and gather 
and distribute necessary supplies in the Mission car. 
This of course puts an additional burden upon Parthee 
– but it has been a valued, vital lifeline for many of his 
contacts.

The Home & Foreign Missions Committee has 
already sent what funds were available to assist. When 
Parthee addressed the recent General Assembly he 
appealed to the Church for further financial support, 
to ensure that sufficient supplies are maintained. Any 
such gifts can be directed via Mrs Muriel Smith, the 
Church’s Financial Administrator. 



Free Church Witness 35

ASSISTED SUICIDE AGAIN

New bill proposed at Holyrood

Another attempt to make assisted suicide lawful 
is under way in the Scottish Parliament. It comes 
from the Liberal Democrat MSP Liam McArthur, 

and follows two attempts by the late Margo MacDonald 
which were heavily defeated, in 2010 and 2015. The 
new effort goes under the name of an ‘Assisted Dying’, 
rather than an ‘Assisted Suicide’, Bill – presumably to 
make it more acceptable – yet the change of wording 
cannot alter the reality of what is involved. The Bill will 
be published in due course, and there will be the usual 
consultation, but we can already say why this Bill is 
wrong.

The Bill will no doubt argue that people with terminal 
conditions should have the right to end their lives. Yet 
no such ‘right’ exists, for our Creator has not granted it. 
Paul proclaimed to the Athenians that God “giveth to all 
life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25), and what 
the Lord gives is His alone to take away (Job 1:21). Our 
lives are in His hand, to do as He pleases with them, 
and not in our hands, to do as we please with them. 
The sixth commandment, “Thou shalt not kill” (Exod. 
20:13), teaches us that it is a great sin either to take 
one’s own life or to help others take theirs.

The Bill will likely emphasise how difficult and 
distressing some people’s situations can become 
because of life-threatening illness. Yet suicide is never 
the answer to any trouble we may find ourselves in, 
and is likely to plunge us into a much more miserable 
eternity. We thank God for the advances in palliative 
care in recent times, which can alleviate some of the 
suffering associated with incurable conditions. A 
compassionate society ought to promote such care, 
and not suicide.

The Bill will probably suggest that people who are 
wholly dependent upon others have little quality of life 
left. Yet the real worth of any person’s life lies in the 
fact that man is made in God’s image, and that we are 
capable of knowing Him and finding fulfilment in Him, 
whatever our infirmities. The danger is that people are 
made to feel that they are a burden upon society, and 
come under pressure to use the ‘help’ available to end 
their lives. It was this factor which weighed heavily 
upon the minds of many MSPs on previous occasions, 
and we trust it will do so again.

Evil never seems to rest. “For they sleep not, except 
they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, 
unless they cause some to fall.” (Prov. 4:16) We must 
pray that the Lord would prevent this latest bill from 
making progress.

‘CONVERSION THERAPY’ BANS

The real reason behind them

So-called ‘conversion therapy’ involves attempts to 
change a person’s orientation from homosexual to 
heterosexual. It looks increasingly as though the 

moves against such therapy are aimed at keeping the 
gospel from homosexual and transgender individuals. 
The Australian state of Victoria’s ban on conversion 
therapy includes “prayer-based practice”. A Canadian 
federal government bill to restrict conversion therapy 
would potentially criminalise parents who counsel and 
pray with their children concerning sexual matters. 
In the UK the Prime Minister has promised to bring 
forward a bill to ban conversion therapy, and we wait 
to see what that will involve. 

Evangelistic work necessarily involves efforts to 
convince people of their sin, so that they may see their 
need of Christ. Homosexuals have to suppress the 
voice of their conscience, which testifies against their 
ungodly and unnatural lifestyle, and are therefore 
bound to oppose whatever may strengthen that voice. 
Sadly they have allies within the church. The bishops 
of the Anglican Church in Wales declared recently 
that “anything which seeks to suggest that there is 
something inherently wrong or sinful in those who are 
non-heterosexual or which seeks to force people to try 
and change their sexuality is, we believe, wrong.”

The longer the conscience is suppressed, the quieter 
its voice becomes. Richard Coles, who identifies as a 
“gay priest” of the Church of England, and says that 
he has “never felt there’s any conflict at all between 
Christian faith and being LGBT”, is persuaded that a 
ban on conversion therapy is needed, “because at the 
heart of this is the problem, ‘How do you fix something 
that hasn’t gone wrong?’” But what exactly is the ban 
meant to ban? It seems that prayer is one of the most 
objectionable ‘offences’. Yet here too there is confusion. 

First, prayer is a regular Christian activity. Who will 
decide which prayers are illegal? Second, in the Bible 
we have penitential psalms for reading and singing. Are 
they not ‘converting’ prayers, to bring us to repentance 
for our sin? Third, the Lord Jesus “prayed” that Simon 
Peter would be “converted” from his sin of denying 
Him (Luke 22:32), and makes intercession now for His 
people, some of whom are caught up in homosexuality 
before their conversion. Would the Saviour Himself fall 
foul of any law against conversion therapy? Thankfully, 
“the word of God is not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9), and no 
‘ban’ imposed by man will prevent the gospel and God’s 
grace from reaching those whom He has appointed to 
obtain salvation.

COMMENT
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(This article is an extended review of ‘Bavinck: A Critical 
Biography’ by James Eglinton, Baker Academic, hbk, 480pp, 
£24.00.)

The recent translation into English of Herman 
Bavinck’s greatest work, the four-volume 
Reformed Dogmatics, has directed fresh 

attention to this important Dutch theologian of the 
early twentieth century. Bavinck was contemporary 
with B. B. Warfield (1851-1921) of Princeton, and 
like him exercised an important teaching and writing 
ministry, challenging the advance of modernism 
in theology, and training men for ministry with a 
thorough grounding in orthodox Calvinist theology.

Upbringing and Education
This book rightly places Bavinck in the context of 
rapidly changing Dutch society, as autocratic absolute 
monarchy, with a single recognised Reformed State 
Church, gave way to constitutional democracy and 
religious pluralism. Bavinck was a ‘son of the Secession’, 
the division of 1834 which bears comparison to the 
Scottish Disruption. He grew up therefore, a son of 
the manse, in the Christian Reformed Church (CGK), 
a despised and initially persecuted denomination, but 
soon found new opportunities opening to him that had 
been denied to his father’s generation.

Having shown early promise of academic brilliance, 
Bavinck was able to abandon his initial studies at 
the denominational ‘Theological School’ at Kampen, 
where the instruction was orthodox but lacking in 
depth, and rather to complete his education at the 
ancient University of Leiden, where modernistic 
theology was taught. Bavinck imbibed the academic 
rigour of his professors there, while rejecting their 
heterodox conclusions, and sought ordination in the 
CGK. He served a brief pastorate in Franeker, before 
being appointed to teach at Kampen in 1882.

Convictions and Friendships
Eglinton is keen to emphasise that Bavinck was more 
than a bulwark of Reformed orthodoxy. “Reformed 
theology needed progress more than it needed to 
be repristinated [made pristine again]. A new age 
required a new articulation of dogmatics and ethics” 
(p.144). Bavinck was indeed, in the best sense, a 

modern scholar, able to function within the academy, 
yet he maintained to the end his own orthodox 
Calvinist convictions. His time at Leiden allowed him 
to forge close and lasting friendships with a number of 
prominent Dutch intellectuals of very different creeds. 
In his correspondence with these friends, we see 
Bavinck’s ability to engage in thoughtful and cultured 
debate, without compromising his profession.

Bavinck also formed friendships within the 
Reformed world. He was glad to witness the ‘Doleantie’, 
the major church division that occurred in 1886 
when the influential and boldly Calvinistic theologian 
Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) led a large movement 
out of the State Church in protest against the liberal 
theology tolerated there. Kuyper greatly influenced 
Bavinck with his bold call for the kingship of Christ to 
be acknowledged in all areas of life. In 1892, Kuyper’s 
Church united with the majority of the CGK to create 
one large confessional church, the Reformed Church 
in the Netherlands (GKN). Bavinck supported and 
advocated for this union, and in 1902 succeeded 
Kuyper in the chair of divinity at the Free University 
of Amsterdam.  

Theology
One defect in this work is that, curiously for the 
biography of a theologian, it is rather light on theology. 
We never get a clear critique of Kuyper’s theology, 
especially as it differed from that of Bavinck. Eglinton 
mentions Kuyper’s advocacy of eternal justification 
(p.197), which was a grave error, but what about 
his teaching of presumptive regeneration, which 
undermined the place of specifically evangelistic 
preaching in the GKN? The major issues that remained 
divisive within the united church are only mentioned 
vaguely in passing: “Lucas Lindeboom had mounted a 
sustained claim that Kuyper was advancing theological 
views that contradicted the denomination’s 
confessional standards” (p.235). These issues, and 
Bavinck’s mediating position, disagreeing with Kuyper 
while trying to preserve the union, deserved far more 
attention.

As a biography, this is a very interesting read. It 
can aptly be supplemented on theological issues by 
Cornelis Pronk’s A Goodly Heritage, but as a life story 
and introduction to Bavinck, it stands alone.
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HERMAN BAVINCK (1854-1921)
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(1621-1687)’ was evidently not the Thomas Willcox 
mentioned on page 38 as having written a book 
in 1572! More seriously, the work is littered with 
unnecessary footnotes defining English words. This 
becomes absurd on page 43, where ‘college’ and 
‘master’ are defined for the reader’s benefit. There 
is accessible, and there is condescending. The figure 
of speech ‘Copernican revolution’ earns a seven-line 
footnote of plodding explanation.

These trivial gripes aside, this book is highly 
recommended to anyone interested in getting a basic 
grounding in the Puritans. It fills in the historical 
background in an engaging manner, highlights and 
knowledgeably recommends some of the principal 
authors, and, in particular, draws attention to a wise 
selection of ten principal areas where help may be 
found in the Puritans, e.g. ‘A Biblical Basis for Spiritual 
Experience’ (p.130), ‘Hope for the Future of the Church’ 
(p.138), and ‘Imaginative Expository Preaching 
(p.155).

The following is taken from ‘A Robust Doctrine of 
Assurance’:

“The believer can look for his assurance to his 
life of loving fellow Christians and obeying God’s 
precepts. Some object that exhortations to do so 
tend to legalism and to self-righteousness. How 
do we deal with this objection? The answer is 
that the Holy Spirit enables Christians to do good 
works so that we never esteem our good works to 
be the basis of our justification. We rest only on 
the righteousness of Christ imputed to us. Christ 
our righteousness is our only justification. Yet it 
is imperative to our assurance that we evidence 
our reciprocal love to Christ, which emanates in 
obeying his commands. 

[Thomas] Brooks’ counsel to believers as to ways 
and means of gaining a well-grounded assurance is 
as follows: Be active in exercising grace; follow the 
path of obedience; follow diligently the instructions 
of the Holy Spirit; be diligent in attendance upon 
ordinances; pay particular attention to the scope of 
God’s promises of mercy; distinguish those matters 
in which believers are different from all others; seek 
to grow in grace; seek assurance when the soul is in 
its best frame; and ascertain whether you have the 
things that accompany salvation (knowledge, faith, 
repentance, obedience, love, prayer, perseverance, 
and hope).” (p.136)
Our hope would be that readers would not rest 

satisfied with Hulse, but would then move on to tackle 
some of these Puritan works for themselves.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Introduction to the Puritans
Erroll Hulse, Chapel Library, pbk, 323pp. Freely 
available from chapellibrary.org

How precious are the Puritans! As this book 
says: “here we have a race of preacher-pastors 
who believed in expounding and applying the 

whole counsel of God’s Word, with all the hard work 
that requires. This was a labour in which they sought 
the closest conjunction of the Holy Spirit with the 
Word.” (p.55) Their legacy is of course a heritage of 
powerful books, and precious example, which will be 
remembered and benefited from as long as there is a 
true Christian Church in this world.

This introduction to 
the lives and works of 
the Puritans was written 
by a true expert, the 
distinguished Reformed 
Baptist minister Erroll 
Hulse. He worked for the 
Banner of Truth Trust in 
its early years, and later 
served several pastorates 
in England, while also being 
prominent internationally 
as an author and conference 
speaker. Mr Hulse died 
in 2017, and this volume 
has been re-issued as a 
‘memorial edition’.

In addition to the original text, the volume also 
includes brief extracts from some notable Puritan 
writings, some related articles by Mr Hulse, and 
tributes to his life and ministry from friends and 
family members. The resulting book is a valuable and 
very accessible introduction to the benefits of Puritan 
literature, offering a thoughtful defence of Puritanism 
against crude caricatures, and encouraging personal 
acquaintance with the best Puritan texts. Mr Hulse 
himself was deeply influenced by the Puritans, and 
brings both knowledge and passion to their defence.

The publisher is the Chapel Library, a US-based 
ministry that circulates Christian literature, mainly 
pamphlets, free of charge. Understandably, this work 
does frequently advertise the availability of Puritan 
authors and works mentioned, in Chapel Library 
editions, though these footnotes do become intrusive. 
They are not even always accurate – ‘Thomas Willcox 
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The Covenant of Grace
John Colquhoun, The Northampton Press, 520pp, 
£23.95

John Colquhoun (1748-1827) was a Church of 
Scotland minister in South Leith, Edinburgh. This is 
a beautiful reprint of his Treatise on the Covenant of 

     Grace, first published in 1818. It is theological, and 
the average reader may find it heavy going, but it is a 
serious antidote to the lack of theology coming from 
today’s ‘dumbed-down’ pulpits. The following extracts 
will illustrate Colquhoun’s ability:

“The Covenant of Grace...was...entered into...long 
before it began to be published”.

“The party, then, contracting on the side of man is 
God in the second Person”. [See Jeremiah 30:21]

“Unless it had been made with a Divine Person, as 
the Head and Representative of a seed, it could never 
have been so made as to answer the purposes intended 
by it.”

“It necessarily follows that there are not two 
distinct covenants but only one covenant.” [See Larger 
Catechism, Q/A 31]

“The ordinances of both [i.e. the Old Testament and 
New Testament administrations of the Covenant] have 
of themselves no spiritual efficacy to convince and 
convert sinners”.

“The Lord Jesus, their Kinsman-redeemer, then 
brings sinners into the bond of the covenant by uniting 
them to Himself as their Husband and Head”.

“It is unquestionable that unless you have a true 
sense of your sin...you will never accept Him by a 
saving faith.”

“Faith only receives a right to the blessings of the 
covenant, it gives none.”

“Their own interest is in the covenant...and therefore 
they should make the interests of His kingdom in the 
world their own.”

The final two chapters, on the marks of being in the 
Covenant, are particularly helpful.

This is an excellently-
produced book. Colquhoun 
acknowledges that he 
was heavily influenced by 
Thomas Boston’s book of 
the same title, and, having 
compared the two, the 
reader will find practically 
the same material (and 
treated in the same order) 
by Boston at half the length 
(240 pages), and probably 
half the price.
Rev. James Clark

Compassion for Souls: 
Following Christ’s 
approach for witnessing 
to different kinds of 
unbeliever
Peter Masters, 
Wakeman Trust, pbk, 
99pp, £5.95

This small paperback 
is an easy read but 
it packs a powerful 

punch. The title might 
suggest that it is aimed 
directly at ministers 
of the gospel. After all, many of us took a vow at our 
ordination which states: “Are not zeal for the honour of 
God, love to Jesus Christ, and desire of saving souls, your 
great motives and chief inducements to enter into the 
function of the holy ministry, and not worldly designs 
and interests?” But though applicable to the preacher, 
what the author writes is aimed at the private Christian.

The author places an emphasis on the private 
Christian or personal worker witnessing to their 
family, friends, colleagues and neighbours, which 
hopefully will lead the person to accept an invitation 
to a church service where they will hear a challenging 
presentation of the gospel.

Mr Masters recognises the difficulties and challenges 
of undertaking witnessing to the lost around us, but 
he stresses that it is our duty and we should not baulk 
from it. Also, it is a work that may well take a long time 
to bear fruit, and therefore patience is needed.

In chapter 3 he highlights, that according to the 
second half of Romans chapter 1, the unbeliever has 
no excuse for his unbelief. He has a knowledge of the 
one true and living God and therefore there is no need 
to try to convince the unbeliever of the existence of a 
God that he already knows exists.

The preacher has a duty and privilege to clearly 
present the claims of Christ to all who come to hear him, 
and when away from the pulpit, to be a personal witness. 
But the private Christian will be able to reach other 
people that the minister will never come in contact with, 
unless the believer invites him or her to attend a service.

This book encourages the ordinary Christian to get 
involved in personal witnessing, and so in a very real 
and necessary manner help the preacher and further 
the cause of Christ.

A must read for the believer to stimulate witnessing, 
and a must read for the Pastor to encourage his 
folk to help him in his labours for the lost. Highly 
recommended.
Rev. Andrew R. Allan
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
July   August   September
4    Snizort  1    Harris  5    Portree
11  St Louis  15  Duirinish  12  Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay
25  Atlanta  29  Stornoway  19  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, Scalpay Harris
      26  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane
                      (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)
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“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.”

Ephesians 5:1-2

Attendees at the first service of the new preaching station in Auburn-Opelika, Alabama, USA


