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We have witnessed a remarkable year, 
and what made it so is still with us: the 
Coronavirus. The pandemic has led to many 

deaths and has had a profound impact on life in general, 
affecting education, work and leisure. We have become 
accustomed to not seeing family and friends – except 
perhaps on a computer screen. Meeting someone may 
involve wearing a face mask, which became a symbol 
of 2020. Most grievous of all, there have been periods 
when churches have been closed and God’s people 
have been unable to gather in the appointed way. Who 
could have foreseen such extraordinary events?

There is, of course, One who did. God knows the 
end from the beginning, and everything in between, 
because He has sovereignly decreed it all. Our “evil 
things” – including afflictions such as Covid-19 – come 
from the Lord, as well as our “good things” (Luke 
16:25). To some this is a ‘hard saying’, but without this 
truth we could have no comfort in this world. If God 
is not in control of events, what becomes of our faith? 
We could not worship such a being. To those who say, 
“How can a God of love permit suffering?”, we answer, 
He has good and wise reasons for all that He does, and 
one day we will understand.

The Lord has taught us many things through the 
Coronavirus. If we learn the lessons we will be better 
Christians, and our society may benefit too. What 
should we be reflecting upon as we enter another year?

Judgement
Our nation is under divine judgement. Afflictions exist 
only because of the Fall: there was no place for them 
in the world which God created (Gen. 1:31), and 
there will be no place for them in the new creation. 
Adam’s disobedience brought down God’s curse upon 
this world (Gen. 3:17-19), and while afflictions are 
experienced by all, there are times when they are 
sent as judgements upon sin. Throughout history, 
a righteous God is revealing His wrath “against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18). We believe 
that the pandemic which has visited our land is an 
example of this.

Such a doctrine sounds extreme to many. Their 
difficulty is due to a light view of sin. Think for a 
moment. What incalculable blessings the Lord has 
granted us over the centuries! The United Kingdom 

has been favoured with a reformation from popery, a 
Protestant establishment and the precious liberties 
which flow from an open Bible and the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In Scotland our forefathers covenanted with 
God, to defend and preserve the true religion, but 
how is the present generation repaying God for these 
blessings? As Jeremiah had to lament of Judah, “they 
have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters” 
(Jer. 17:13) A holy God has sent the Coronavirus as a 
chastisement upon church and nation because of our 
ingratitude, rebellion and unbelief!

Humbling
We need to humble ourselves before the Almighty. A 
judicial blindness seems to be upon us as a nation. 
Despite the scourge of the Coronavirus, there is 
little evidence that those in authority, and people in 
general, recognise our need of repentance toward 
God. Perversely we have been adding sin to sin (Isa. 
30:1). For instance, when the lockdown began, instead 
of acknowledging abortion to be the evil that it is, 
governments in different parts of the UK shamefully 
announced a new policy permitting early medical 
abortions at home during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
The Scottish Government is even considering making 
this provision permanent. There is no evidence yet of a 
softening; we fear that there is a hardening.

When a severe affliction comes upon a nation, it may 
produce a widespread concern, but it is only believing 
individuals who will confess that it is the Lord’s doing. 
As Christians, we are grieved when God’s word is set 
aside and our Saviour is dishonoured. But are “rivers 
of waters” running down our eyes because of this (Ps. 
119:136)? They ought to be. If we loved the Lord more, 
and our fellow men, we would be more burdened 
by the real calamity affecting our land, which is our 
backsliding and apostasy. We must pray fervently for 
our nation, and for the other nations of the world, that 
the pandemic will yet result in a turning to the Lord 
and a seeking of His mercy!

Trust
We must renew our trust in God. Our nation has put its 
confidence in social distancing and lockdowns, and 
especially now in vaccines. We certainly wish success 
for the efforts being made to protect the elderly and 
frail, but unless we look to the Lord for His blessing, we 
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have no right to expect a good outcome. Paul says, “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31), yet 
the opposite is also true: if God be against us, who (or 
what) can be for us? And God will be against us, as long 
as we rely wholly upon our abilities, and not wholly upon 
His. Covid-19 was due to a novel strain of coronavirus, 
and we now hear of yet another strain: what if the new 
vaccines do not confer immunity against it?

A vaccine can become an idol, as can healthcare 
in general. When the Prime Minister left hospital last 
April, after treatment for the virus which included time 
in intensive care, he said: “the NHS has saved my life, 
no question.” Contrast that with King Hezekiah, who 
when he was “sick unto death” (Isa. 38:1) prayed to the 
Lord and was heard. Medicine was used on Hezekiah, 
but after his recovery he gave the glory to God alone, 
saying, “The Lord was ready to save me” (v.20). The 
Psalmist’s words should be our motto for 2021 – and 
for every year: “It is better to trust in the Lord than to 
put confidence in man.” (Ps. 118:8)

Refuge
We are thankful that we have a refuge. A refuge is 
a place of shelter and safety: if we enter it then we 
are protected from whoever may be pursuing us or 
whatever may be threatening us; nothing can do 
us any harm while we are within the refuge. God is 
our refuge and strength: believers hide themselves 
in Him by faith, and are kept secure in every time of 
trouble. “Because thou hast made the Lord, which is 
my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling.” (Ps. 91:9,10) Some believers have 
succumbed to the Coronavirus, but they went straight 
to the place prepared for them in their Father’s house.

We sometimes wander from our refuge, even 
without realising it, and then we are in danger. The 
devil will make use of afflictions to put doubts into the 
minds of the Lord’s people, such that their trust in God 
begins to waver. Yet if we cry to God in our trouble, as 

the Psalmist did when he prayed, “Lord, remember 
David, and all his afflictions” (Ps. 132:1), the Lord will 
do just that, and uphold us so that we do not sink. 
Nothing sustains believers more in their difficulties 
than the assurance of their Saviour’s redeeming love. 
Paul could say, “the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) How great is God’s grace to 
us poor, unworthy sinners!

Waiting
We need to wait more upon the Lord. Both church and 
nation are in a bad way, but those who have power and 
influence are only making things worse; for the most 
part they refuse to recognise the real source of our 
problems. Again, God’s word through Jeremiah speaks 
to us: “Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee 
by the way?” (Jer. 2:17). In setting aside God’s law and 
refusing His gospel, we are destroying ourselves both 
morally and spiritually, and without repentance, the 
ruin will be irrecoverable.

We may be thankful that the Lord has His watchmen 
in Zion yet. They plead constantly for His cause in 
private and speak boldly for His cause in public, as He 
enables them. Oh for more such! God tells us not to 
be anxious in these difficult times but to persevere in 
prayer, and to expect a deliverance. “Rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of 
him who prospereth in his way, because of the man 
who bringeth wicked devices to pass” (Ps. 37:7). The 
Lord’s cause will triumph in the end, not Satan’s! We 
must pray until relief comes.

Hope
We must hold on to our sure hope. Things may seem 
bleak for the church in our country. Her numerical 
strength and doctrinal purity are declining, and there 
are changes in her worship and worldliness in her 
ministers and members. Christians face persecution 
from an increasingly ungodly society. And there is the 
Coronavirus. We must look to ourselves concerning 
these things, whether we are as obedient and faithful to 
the Lord as we ought to be. At the same time, we should 
know that the cause of Christ is in safe hands – His own.

The church is promised a bright future. Whatever 
the providence of God has for us this year, we should 
not be disheartened, nor lose our hope of seeing better 
days. For believers, it is ever true that “weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning” (Ps. 
30:5). If as the Lord’s people we cleave to Him, then He 
will surely light our candle and enlighten our present 
darkness. May we all know God’s rich blessing as we 
seek to serve Him.
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(This piece is taken from Moor’s book ‘Counsels and 
Thoughts for the Spiritual Life of Believers’, first published 
in 1882. The title was republished in 2019 by Solid Ground 
Christian Books and reviewed in the October 2020 issue. 
Moor was an elder in New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, 
London, during the ministry of C.H. Spurgeon.)

“I will go down with thee into Egypt” (Genesis 46:4)

Into Egypt – the place of spiritual darkness; yet the 
place to which His providence had appointed they 
should go and tarry for a season. But He would go 

with them, and be found of them that looked for Him. A 
true sanctuary would He there be to His trusting ones; 
so that they might have Bethel experiences even in the 
land of Egypt.

The Lord’s Providence
Believer in Jesus, you may in providence be guided by the 
Lord into a place of spiritual barrenness and darkness – 
a very Egypt in its surroundings; and may have to make 
it your place of abode for a season. Nevertheless, He will 
Himself be with you, and it will be your own fault if you 
do not enjoy spiritual prosperity even there. 

How often the children of God cast upon their 
Egyptian surroundings the blame of their spiritual 
sloth and deadness, instead of upon themselves; 
forgetting that when the Lord removes a believer from 
earthly sources of spiritual instruction and fellowship, 
He is ever in an especial manner with that believer in 
the place of barrenness; ready to more than make up 
by His grace and love in direct fellowship and guidance, 
through the believer’s more close and personal dealing 
with Himself, what he has lost by change of place.

 
The Lord’s Purpose
Sometimes the Lord’s special object in removing a 
believer from pleasant spiritual surroundings and 
pleasant spiritual fellowships, either by affliction or 
change of abode, may be that He intends more than 
ever to be the all of that believer, through enforced 
closer personal dealings with Himself.

Again, the Lord may lead a believer into Egyptian 
surroundings for some special service there, and to 
bear faithful testimony for His name in the midst of the 
surrounding darkness. 

At other times, it may be that in faithfulness and 
love to His disciple, and for his spiritual good, the Lord 
leads him away; for not a few have permitted their 
pleasant spiritual surroundings so to absorb their 
affections and attentions, that the Lord Jesus Himself 
has seemed to have often but a subordinate place 
in their regard. When spiritual surroundings thus 
become the foundation of comfort and joy instead 
of the Lord Himself, no wonder that the Lord in 
lovingkindness either removes that foundation from 
the believer, or the believer from that foundation, to 
prevent greater spiritual injury, and promote spiritual 
health.

The Lord’s Hand
Whatever may be the secondary causes of our removal, 
it is well in all to see the hand of the Lord; and to know 
of a truth that His object is ever the truest good of His 
beloved ones, and that He will never fail them in any 
place whither they may go, for He hath said: “I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou 
goest” (Gen. 28:15).

The Lord’s arm is not shorter or weaker in Egypt 
than it is in Canaan; and when He leads into Egypt, 
saying, “I will go down with thee”, it is implied that in 
Egypt only shall the true blessing be found; and that if 
the believer refuse to go down there, even the Canaan 
in which he delights shall be to him a place of snares, 
a place of darkness and barrenness, and sore trouble 
to his soul.

“‘Fear not to go down...’ [Gen. 46:3] – your weakness 
will draw Christ to you, as the wounded sheep draws 
the Shepherd. You will not be lost, as He knows where 
to find you. You cannot see Him in the darkness but He 
can see you. This was Job’s experience, but he trusted, 
‘He knoweth the way that I take’ (Job 23:10). And you 
have seen ‘the end’ the Lord gave to Job, because ‘the 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.’ (James 5:11) 
The Lord gives us the promise of His presence (e.g. Ps. 
139) because he knows we are afraid to go alone. Jacob 
went down trusting that the Lord would bring him back 
up. His promise is to go down with us and come up with 
us in His everlasting arms. A greater than Joseph is here 
to comfort us in Egypt.”  
– James Clark (Daily Readings for Discouraging Times)
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“He hath filled me with bitterness” (Lamentations 3:15)

In the recently published Sermons on Jeremiah’s 
Lamentations by the noted Scottish minister and 
theologian David Dickson (c.1583-1663), we read 

these comments concerning the above text:
“The godly are neither so senseless of trouble, nor are 

so senseless that they cannot be shaken. Sore affliction 
bereaved of solid resolution and purpose makes the 
godly to speak that which otherwise they would not....We 
see also here that God gives weight of trouble when he 
will have them vexed and brought low, and takes weight 
from trouble when he would have them comforted.”  

How are such afflictions to be faced?

1. The Right Approach
Romans 5:3-5 is an excellent place to begin. Paul states, 
“we glory in tribulations”. He is not saying that we 
glory in spite of them, or that we glory in the midst of 
them: rather, we glory on account of them, or because 
of them.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones says that one of the proofs that 
we are saved is the way in which our faith enables us 
to face tribulations. He further states that there is no 
more important test of our profession of the Christian 
faith than the way in which we react to the trials of life 
in this world. 

How then do we “glory in tribulations”? Paul says 
“knowing...”. In other words, our reaction to tribulation 
is entirely dependent upon what we know. Knowledge 
is crucial, and what that knowledge is he explains 
by what follows, in relation to the word “worketh”. 
There is a process going on all the time in relation to 
tribulation – “tribulation worketh”. We see that:

(i) Tribulation works “patience”, which elsewhere 
in our Bible is translated as “enduring” (2 Cor. 1:6), 
“patient continuance” (Rom. 2:7) and “patient waiting” 
(2 Thess. 3:5). Tribulation produces this reaction in 
the true believer. 

(ii) Patience works “experience”, which is also 
translated as “proof” (2 Cor. 13:3). In other words, 
by way of tribulation we are tested and proven to be 
genuine. 

(iii) Experience works “hope”. Earlier Paul said that 
we “rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:2). 
Being justified by faith, there is within us the realisation 

that we are travelling towards glory. Tribulations may 
initially suggest to us otherwise; however, as patience 
and experience are strengthened, so too is our hope of 
glory. 

(iv) Hope “maketh not ashamed”. We glory, exult or 
boast of the peace we have with God through Christ, the 
access we have to God by faith and the grace wherein 
we stand. 

So David Dickson comments: “Patience, experience 
and hope do all arise out of trouble.”

2. The Cycle of Grace
Why then does God send us troubles at all? In 2 
Corinthians 1:4 we see the experimental dimension. 
Paul blesses God, “who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God.” We may call this the 
“cycle of grace”: first, God sends us troubles; second, 
God sends us comforts; third, we share those comforts 
with others who are suffering.

Alas, this is where we often fail – either in knowing 
the comforts ourselves or in failing to share them. Why 
is it that we are often at a loss as to know what to say 
to others who are in trouble? Could it be that we failed 
to study the comforts God sent to us? 

3. Our Encouragement 
The Puritan preacher and author Thomas Brooks 
(1608-80), in The Mute Christian under the Smarting 
Rod, wrote concerning believers:

“Consider, that the trials and troubles, the calamities 
and miseries, the crosses and losses that you meet with 
in this world, is all the hell that ever you shall have: 
here you have your hell, hereafter you shall have your 
heaven; this is the worst of your condition, the best is 
to come. Lazarus had his hell first, his heaven last; but 
Dives had his heaven first, and his hell at last: thou hast 
all thy pangs, and pains, and throes here, that ever thou 
shalt have; thy ease, and rest, and pleasure is to come: 
here you have all your bitter, your sweet is to come: here 
you have your sorrows, your joys are to come: here you 
have all your winter-nights, your summer-days are to 
come; here you have your passion-week, your ascension-
day is to come; here you have your evil things, your good 
things are to come: death will put a period [stop] to all 
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(i) “all trouble and affliction comes from God”;
(ii) “trouble, and affliction, and adversity, are sent 

unto us of God, even for the punishment of our sins”;
(iii) “all manner of troubles and afflictions, 

whatsoever they be, are always much less and lighter 
than are our sins”;

(iv) “all manner of afflictions are sent and come from 
God, of a loving and fatherly mind toward us”;

(v) “only God for Christ’s sake, and that of very mere 
love and favour, doth correct and punish us”.

6. Contentment in Affliction 
How is it even possible to be content in affliction? The 
Puritan Jeremiah Burroughs (1599-1646) explains:

“A Christian comes to contentment, not so much by 
getting rid of the burden that is upon him, as by adding 
another burden to himself.”

Our immediate reaction to affliction is to rid 
ourselves of it. We are convinced that that is the only 
way to deal with it. Burroughs says this is a deception: 

“The way of contentment is, to add another burden; 
that is, labour to load and burden your heart with your 
sin, and the heavier the burden of your sin is to your heart, 
the lighter will the burden of your affliction be to your 
soul, and so you shall come to be content. If your burden 
were lightened, that would content you; you think there is 
no way to lighten it but to get it off, but you are deceived; 
for if you can get your heart to be more burdened with 
your sin, you will be less burdened with your afflictions.”

We think that the best remedy is to be jolly, merry 
and seek out good company; this too is false. It is merely 
superficial and does not deal with the real problem. So 
Burroughs says: 

“Add therefore to the breaking of your estate, 
the breaking of your heart, and that is the way to be 
contented in a Christian manner”.

The final word must be from Dickson, who says on 
the words “let us search and try our ways” (Lam. 3:40): 

“Correct your judgement when you see that God is 
plaguing you for sin, for albeit sin has provoked these 
hard strokes, yet the end of these hard strokes is not 
to take vengeance on you for sin, but they are only 
messengers sent to turn you to God.”

thy sins, and to all thy sufferings, and it will be an inlet 
to those joys, delights, and contents that shall never 
have an end; and therefore hold thy peace, and be silent 
before the Lord.”

Which of us can seriously meditate upon this and 
not be silent under God’s smarting rod?

4. The Purpose
Brooks also gives us the following humbling message 
concerning the purpose of our afflictions:

“By delays, God discovers much of a man’s sinful self, 
to his religious self; much of his worse part, to his better 
part; of his ignoble part, to his most noble part. When 
the fire is put under the pot, then the scum appears; so 
when God delays a poor soul. Oh! how doth the scum of 
pride, the scum of murmuring, the scum of quarrelling, 
the scum of distrust, the scum of impatience, the scum of 
despair, discover itself in the heart of a poor creature!”

He continues:
“God’s delays are as a looking-glass in which God gives 

his people to see their own faults. Oh! that baseness, that 
vileness, that wretchedness, that sink of filthiness, that 
gulf of wickedness, that God by delays discovers to be in 
the hearts of men.”

“Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; 
I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.” (Isa. 
48:10)

In similar vein Phillip Doddridge (1702-51), in his 
Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, advises us that 
the righteous hand of God should be acknowledged in 
afflictions when they come:

“When at length your turn comes, as it certainly will, 
from the first hour in which an affliction seizes you, 
realise to yourself the hand of God in it, and lose not 
the view of him in any second cause, which may have 
proved the immediate occasion. Let it be your first care 
to ‘humble yourselves...under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time’ (1 Pet. 5:6). Own that 
‘thou art just in all that is brought upon us’ (Neh. 9:33), 
and that in all these things ‘thou our God hast punished 
us less than our iniquities deserve’ (Ezra 9:13). Compose 
yourself to bear his hand with patience, to glorify his 
name by a submission to his will, and to fall in with the 
gracious design of his visitation, as well as to wait the 
issue of it quietly, whatsoever the event may be.”

5. True Theology
Of fundamental importance is having a Biblical 
approach engrained in our minds. The English 
reformer and Bible translator Myles Coverdale (1488-
1569), in his work on afflictions entitled A Spiritual 
and Most Precious Pearl, lays out the following five 
things (among many others):
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“Ye have need of patience” (Hebrews 10:36)

God Himself has the greatest patience, and has 
never failed, nor ever shall, to exercise infinite 
patience towards His people. The Lord Jesus 

exemplified this patience towards His chosen disciples. 
“Oh faithless and perverse generation”, He cries, 
“how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer 
you?” (Matt. 17:17). The Apostle exhorts the Hebrew 
Christians, “ye have need of patience”, because some of 
God’s promises have not yet been completely fulfilled 
in their experience.

The Grace of Patience
We have so much need of this grace of patience – not a 
natural patience which all have, but a spiritually-based 
patience which waits for the spiritual fulfilment of 
“the promise”. It is patience in the things of God, and 
towards God, which Paul has in mind. Prayer towards 
God must hold to patiently waiting for Him, as seen 
in Psalm 25:5, Psalm 37:7 and Psalm 40:1. Psalm 62 
verse 5 records: “My soul, wait thou with patience 
upon thy God alone; On Him dependeth all my hope 
and expectation.” (metrical) Patience is a lifelong 
lesson; we are always having to learn it every day. If 
you examine your experience, you will find that most 
(but not all) of your mistakes were due to impatience, 
rather than waiting patiently for events to unfold. We 
are also tempted to complain that our fervent prayers 
are not answered by God. We must remember that 
often the Divine answers to prayer are “No”, or “Not 
yet”, or “Not in your way”. How patient God is with 
us in our prayer life! Habakkuk exemplifies the right 
attitude in prayer (Hab. 3:1-4).                                   

Patience with Ourselves
We must also have patience with ourselves. We may 
not have been given the gifts of others, but we should 
not be envious or discouraged just because we cannot 
do some things, such as preach; we can surely do other 
things. Gifts can easily go to the head and lead to pride 
in the heart. The genuinely best preachers are not the 
loudest ones but the humble ones, the ones who would 
gladly give up all their gifts if they could be sinless! Nor 
must we be impatient about the slow progress of our 

personal sanctification: it cannot be perfect here, for 
like Paul, we have not “already attained”, and we are 
not “already perfect” (Phil 3:12). The Puritan Thomas 
Goodwin observes: “To go up the hill of good duties 
(though private and personal) without weariness, to 
keep straight paths, not to pick and choose our way, 
and not to baulk the way or work which God finds us 
to do; especially not to faint towards the end, when 
we come to the brow of the hill; these all have a 
wearisomeness in them. Now, that which principally 
heartens and strengthens us to all this is patience”. We 
have to be longsuffering with ourselves.

Patience with Others
We must also pursue patience with others (1 Tim. 6:11; 
2 Tim. 2:24). It begins with those at home: families 
exercise our patience. We have to be careful what we 
say and how we say it, including when we say it. People 
have been driven away from congregations by a word 
‘out of season’. “Slow to speak”, says James, and “slow 
to wrath” (James 1:19). Enthusiasm and zeal can also 
lead to impatience, sometimes in a good cause, but with 
lack of forethought. This is especially true of youth, but 
older people have to be careful also. Patience with one 
another is not high up the list of virtues in the church 
nowadays. The wisest of us are prone to defects in 
our thinking, speaking and acting. “In many things we 
offend all”, James reminds us (James 3:2).

These flaws are a temptation and trial to others, 
although we may not see the effects in ourselves. 
This is where a sincere friend can help, or a faithful 
spouse who is not afraid to remonstrate with us 
privately. “Let patience have her perfect work” (James 
1:4). This means watching and praying, and praying 
especially for “deliverance from that evil man – myself” 
(Augustine). According to Colossians 1:11, this 
“patience and longsuffering” with one another is the 
result of God’s power, and therefore ought to be prayed 
for. We need the strength not to be unduly provoked or 
retaliate in cruelty as we live in this imperfect world 
day by day. Christ is to be our example in this also, who 
“when he was reviled, reviled not again” (1 Pet. 2:23) 
in return. God’s power is seen in our self-control and 
self-suppression. This is well-pleasing to the Lord and 
is an evidence of growth in the Christian life.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE NEED OF PATIENCE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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“For now we see through a glass, darkly” 
(1 Corinthians 13:12)

Iam not sure if others will concur with me on this, 
but the older one gets the less time one tends to 
spend in front of the mirror. There was a day when 

we would linger there, but as teenage years have been 
left behind and the hair has waved goodbye, it is a 
quick glance and then away.

Forgetfulness
Believers should be more concerned with what is within 
than what is without. The Bible speaks of looking into a 
mirror, and then forgetting what we have just seen. “For 
if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he 
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was.” (James 
1:23,24) We may listen to a profitable sermon, hearing 
a practical message for the good of our souls, and then 
go home and forget it all. This happens to us so often, 
does it not? It is easy to be a “forgetful hearer” (v.25).

Growth
A more careful glance at the mirror reveals to us that 
the ageing process is undoubtedly taking place. Vain 
thoughts may whisper, “I’m holding up pretty well”, 
but we fool ourselves. As my father in law used to say, 
“Too many birthdays!” We ought to be more concerned 
about our inward growth. Are we making progress in 
our spiritual walk? Or have we stalled like a car on a hill? 
Worse still, are we sliding backwards? Perhaps the driver 
behind us is a kind fellow Christian, who encourages us 
to restart and keep going, and we may thank the Lord 
for that. We must seek help to “grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 
3:18), our teacher, guide and sure foundation. 

Food
The mirror of God’s word is held up before us, and alas 
we have to exclaim, “I am so unworthy!” We fall so far 
short, yet we must endeavour to grow. Personally I 
have found C.H. Spurgeon’s daily readings a great help 
over the past years, always fresh and providing sound 
biblical teaching. Yet, some mornings when I am in a 
rush, I forget. How easy it is to do this when time is 
against us! We ought to be visiting the storehouse of 
spiritual food which is found in the Bible. How precious 

it is, like honey from the comb, dropping sweetness 
into our hearts amidst a bitter world.

Sight
How then do we see clearly? We require spiritual 
glasses. We must visit the One who anointed the eyes 
of a man born blind, and he received his sight (John 
9:6,7) Believers know the spiritual equivalent of this. 
As John Newton put it, “I once was lost, but now am 
found, Was blind, but now I see.” Christ is able to open 
our eyes to see: yes, and to view wonderful things out 
of God’s law (Ps. 119:18). The two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus had a blessed experience when the 
risen Christ, unrecognised by natural sight, drew near 
to them. “Did not our heart burn within us, while he 
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us 
the scriptures?” (Luke 24:32) They got spiritual light 
and warmth from the gracious presence of the Saviour. 
We yearn for this, or at least we ought to.

Heaven
In 1 Corinthians chapter 13, Paul speaks of growth 
in grace. He emphasises the need of a greater love or 
“charity” towards our fellow believers, rather than a 
focusing upon their faults (v.1). We should be more aware 
of our own failings, although it takes biblical glasses and 
spiritual “eyesalve” to recognise and admit them (Rev. 
3:18). We may have to undergo testing ‘surgery’ before 
the mist clears, but if that is what it takes, then so be it. At 
present we see “through a glass, darkly”, but soon it will 
be “face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12). When believers depart 
this scene of time Christ will welcome them home, and 
the tears which blurred their eyes on earth will be dried 
in heaven. He shall wipe them all away. What a blessed 
thought that is. All the sins, failures and inconsistencies 
which weigh us down here shall be gone forever.

Prayer
Lastly, may we stress the importance of upholding our 
ministers before the throne of grace, especially on the 
Lord’s day before the expounding of the Word of God. 
If we had a major operation to go through in hospital, 
I am sure we would pray for a successful procedure. 
If we want our eyes opened to God’s truth, surely we 
ought to seek Him before we hear the preaching of the 
word. “Because of life the fountain pure remains alone 
with thee; And in that purest light of thine we clearly 
light shall see.” (Ps. 36:9, metrical)

PRACTICAL RELIGION

MIRRORS AND GLASSES
TIM NIXON (INVERNESS)
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Since the death last May of George Floyd, a black 
man who was in the custody of a white police 
officer, concerns about racism have been high on 

the news agenda. A refusal to “take the knee”, or to say 
“Black lives matter”, has become one of the ‘sins’ of our 
secular age. The reality, however, is that the secular 
worldview has no real answer to racism, and often, 
perhaps unwittingly, encourages it.

Evolution
Although prejudice against others because of their 
skin colour, facial features or place of origin has been 
around since the Fall, the theory of evolution was used 
to give scientific respectability to racism from the mid-
nineteenth century until after the Second World War. 
Black people were seen as closer on the evolutionary 
tree to our alleged ape-like ancestors than white 
people. One unfortunate man, a Congolese pigmy called 
Ota Benga, was paraded as an example and put in the 
monkey house of the Bronx Zoo in New York in 1906.

Although this once-prevalent view is seen by 
scientists today as a ghastly mistake, evolution does 
imply that some individuals are closer to our supposed 
pre-human ancestors than others. Evolution is 
grounded on the idea that, even within a species, some 
individuals are more ‘advanced’ or ‘fitter’ than others.

Eugenics
You may have heard of the term ‘eugenics’. It refers to the 
idea that there should be active promotion of ‘superior’ 
traits found in some people with the discouragement of 
‘inferior’ traits in others, through the means of abortion 
and euthanasia. This belief was supported by individuals 
such as the English author H.G. Wells, the Irish playwright 
George Bernard Shaw, and the American presidents 
Woodrow Wilson and Theodore Roosevelt, and it 
strongly influenced the Nazis in Germany. It was only the 
realisation of the full horror of the Holocaust carried out 
during World War II, principally upon Jewish people, that 
rendered eugenic programmes throughout the world 
temporarily unacceptable. Yet more recently, similar 
arguments have been used as a justification for putting 
pressure on mothers to abort unborn children with 
suspected disabilities or unfavourable characteristics, or 
to allow such children, if born alive, to be left to die.

Although many in today’s society are horrified 
by such suggestions, they are the logical outworking 

of evolutionary ideas. Some individuals will be fitter 
and more advanced than others, who are less able 
or disabled. Why should people be treated equally? 
If human life is all down to random mutations in a 
random universe, why should anyone care about 
other individuals? Promoting our own genes is surely 
desirable! Yet if there is no meaning or ultimate 
purpose to the universe, then even this desire is itself 
a false aspiration, for all is vanity in a world without 
God.

Unity
The reality, of course, is that both the Bible and true 
science emphasise the unity of mankind. Contrary to 
what evolutionists expected, the mapping of the human 
genome has shown that there is only one human race. 
Scientists have found that the basic genetic difference 
between any two people is typically around 0.2% – yet 
only 0.012% of these genetic differences are connected 
with the so-called “racial” characteristics that people 
think are major differences (skin colour, eye shape, etc.).

In other words, when it comes to actual differences 
between people, and particularly between different 
people groups, the obvious outward differences are 
barely recognisable genetically, compared to the other 
sorts of differences which exist.

Gospel
The Bible reminds us that everyone is a son of Adam, 
and then of Noah, and that God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth” (Acts 17:26). A proud, rich Athenian 
philosopher and a poor, unlearned barbarian are 
both made in the image of God, even if that image has 
been marred by sin. Such thoughts should rid us of all 
prejudice (James 3:9,10).

There was an evident harmony in the New 
Testament church, where all were one in Christ 
Jesus (Gal. 3:28). An awareness of their own sin and 
unworthiness, a love to Christ and a desire to see all 
men saved, dominated the thoughts of the believers. 
The Gospel is the real remedy for racism, for it brings 
us as sinners to depend upon God’s grace alone for 
salvation. All who are saved are part of God’s family. 
Racial prejudice is the result of sinful pride, but God 
is no respecter of persons (1 Pet. 1:17), and neither 
should we be.

YOUTH FOCUS

THE REAL REMEDY FOR RACISM
REV. GRAEME CRAIG

January 202110
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Obituary – Mr Donald Morrison, Stornoway 
(Rev. Kenneth Macdonald)

After a long illness Donald Morrison, Elder, 
Stornoway, passed into the presence of his Lord 
on the 15th of September 2020.

Donnie came to know the Lord 55 years ago at the 
time of the ministry of Rev. M. Macritchie in Stornoway. 
This was shortly after his wife’s conversion. He was born 
on the 19th of April 1932 and brought up in Bayhead in 
Stornoway, and after his marriage to Chrissie in 1959 
the Lord blessed them with 3 children.  Donnie was 
always active in the congregation in Kenneth Street 
and served as a Sabbath School teacher for many years 
where he was greatly loved by the children he taught.

Having served some years as a deacon he was 
ordained to the eldership in 1993 and then after the 
sad division of 2000 cast his lot in with the Continuing 
Free Church where he continued his faithful service in 
the Lord’s work.

Along with his like minded wife they loved to 
entertain fellow believers in their home and he was 
never slow to witness to those he met through his 
work, initially in the building trade and latterly as the 
well known driver delivering heating oil to homes all 
over the island. Due to heart problems he was forced 
into retirement at an early age.

Donnie was a winsome Christian who ever showed 
his love for his Saviour and, as an elder, was always one 
who gave sound biblical guidance and never seeking 
glory to himself. While not able to attend worship 
services for some years he was nevertheless always 
interested in the work of the Lord, not just in his own 
congregation but also in the wider church.

He was lovingly cared for in his latter years by his 
beloved Chrissie helped by his equally-loved children. 
It is the greatest comfort to believe that he is now 
enjoying the presence of the Lord Jesus in the place his 

Saviour had gone to 
prepare for him.

We commend his 
wife Chrissie, their 
children Malcolm, 
Iain and Janet as well 
as his grandchildren, 
to the Lord of all 
grace and comfort 
and we are thankful 
that believers never 
have to say a final 
goodbye to their 
loved ones who die 
in Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Retirement of Rev. Iain Smith (Rev. Raymond Kemp)

Most of the Harris Congregation gathered on 
a crisp September evening in the Mission 
House, Northton village, to bid farewell to 

their pastor, Rev. Iain Smith, who upon reaching the 
age of 70 had announced his retirement some weeks 
before. After studies in the Free Church College, Mr 
Smith was inducted to the Congregation of Partick, 
Glasgow, in 1994 and continued there until he 
accepted a Call to the Hobart Congregation (Southern 
Presbyterian Church), Tasmania in 2003. Mr Smith left 
Australia in 2015, having reached the age of 65, but 
upon rejoining the Free Church (Continuing) in 2015, 
he left retirement to accept a Call to Harris, and was 
inducted in May 2016.

Rev. Raymond Kemp (Scalpay), preached from 
1 Corinthians 3:6-9 under the divisions of: (1) The 
Worker – which shows different men with distinct 
talents. Paul was not jealous of Apollos. We are to 
recognise each other’s gifts and the Lord raises men for 
the occasion, as Apollos “developed the Church already 
founded” (Godet). (2) The Work – always tiered, with a 
building on what went before. “The word work forbids 
loitering and the word ministry lording’ (John Boys). 
(3) The Increase – for while there is a ‘planting’ and a 
‘watering’, there is no mention of a ‘reaping’, because 
the actual planting is the reaping of souls. However, we 
cannot always see the increase. (4) Application – every 
person within the congregation must ask themselves, 
“What have I done with the ministry over the past four 
years?” This is a solemn thought.

After worship, Dr Andrew Naylor, elder, in his 
presentation comments noted how Mr Smith had 
accepted the Call, preached, and in providence was 
a man sent by the Lord with encouragement and 
practical skill in the ongoing refurbishment work of the 
church building. Dr Naylor recalled the very first time 
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he heard Mr Smith preaching; it was on Genesis 24:58, 
“Wilt thou go with this man?”, and there is “a solemn 
responsibility lying upon us all for all the occasions 
we have heard him (and other ministers) preach the 
gospel since.” He wished Mr and Mrs Smith well. Mrs 
Muriel Campbell presented Mrs Smith with a beautiful 
flower arrangement.

Mr Smith thanked Dr Naylor for his words, and 
the Congregation for their generosity, and remarked 
on the current situation where he found the Covid 
restrictions extremely intrusive regarding his 
ministerial vows in particular. “Like my colleagues in 
the ministry I was not able to carry out some of the 
duties which I had sworn to conduct to the best of 
my ability. A government prohibition on conducting 
the sacraments and on leading worship praise is an 
abuse of political power...[prevention] from visiting 
the sick and comforting the mourning also interferes 
with ministerial duties.”

Semi-Jubilee of Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 
(Angus Shaw)

The congregation 
were delighted 
to mark this 

happy occasion 
immediately after our 
AGM on Wednesday 21 
October 2020.

Mr Angus Shaw, 
elder, made the 
presentation to Mr 
Macleod on behalf of 
the Congregation and 
our oldest member, 
Mrs Chrissie MacInnes, 
presented Mrs Macleod with a large bouquet of 
flowers.

Mr Macleod’s first charge was in Harris, where he 
was ordained and inducted on 18 October 1995. He 
remained there for the following nine years. He was 
then inducted to the Partick, Crow Road congregation 
on 7 May 2004. After six years in Glasgow Mr Macleod 
accepted a call to Snizort, and was inducted there on 
20 August 2010.

Due to Covid restrictions we were unable to mark 
the occasion with a more informal gathering, but we 
were grateful we were able to be together. We are 
thankful to Mr Macleod for his faithful ministry with us 
for the last ten years and also to his wife and helpmeet 
for all the hospitality given and for her devoted labours 
among us.

We give thanks to the Most High for His goodness in 
giving us such a faithful and able Pastor.

Subscriptions

Areminder that subscriptions to the magazine 
for 2021 are now due. Details of the annual 
subscription rates are found on the inside front 

cover. The rates have been increased for the first since 
2012, which is necessary to cover costs. Subscribers 
should have received subscription renewal and gift 
subscription forms with their November-December 
issue, and if you have not yet done so, we encourage you 
to renew your subscription to the magazine and also to 
consider taking out a half-price gift subscription for one 
or more friends. The cost of a gift subscription is £16.75. 
Please note that half-price gift subscriptions can only be 
taken out for individuals who have a UK address.

If required, further forms may be obtained from 
the Subscriptions Secretary, whose contact details will 
also be found on the inside front cover.

Update on Uganda (Elizabeth Kendal, Religious 
Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On Saturday 21 November Pastor Wilson 
Niwamanya was travelling from the Congolese 
border, where he had been witnessing, to his 

home in Kabale in Uganda’s deep south-west. As part 
of his Gospel ministry Pastor Niwamanya routinely 
talked with Muslims about the problems inherent 
in Islam. He was travelling with his son Simon Peter 
(12) and a church worker when they were ambushed 
by four Islamic militants. The church worker (who 
escaped) heard the militants say, “This man must die 
for disrespecting our religion.” Simon Peter was killed 
with a sword through his stomach while his father 
succumbed to his injuries three days later. Pastor 
Niwamanya had been receiving threats for some time; 
he had been warned that if he continued to discredit 
Islam he would pay for it with his life.

On Monday 23 November the relatives of Emmanuel 
Hamuzah (38; a former Islamic skeikh/teacher, who 
converted to Christianity two years ago) descended on 
his home demanding he renounce Christ and return to 
Islam. When he refused they beat him and murdered 
his son, Ibrahim Mohammad (6). Please Pray.

Thought for the New Year

“Whatever be the kind of tribulation with 
which we are afflicted, we should 
always consider the end of it to be, that 

we may be trained to despise the present, and thereby 
stimulated to aspire to the future life. For since God 
well knows how strongly we are inclined by nature to 
a slavish love of this world, in order to prevent us from 
clinging too strongly to it, he employs the fittest reason 
for calling us back, and shaking off our lethargy.”
John Calvin

Rev. Murdo & 
Mrs Isobel Macleod
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The parish of Snizort is located on the western 
seaboard of the Isle of Skye. Composed of a 
cluster of small villages, the area is rural and has 

suffered over the years from a declining population. 
The current minister was translated from Partick 
FC(C), Glasgow, in August 2010.

History
The area was visited by the Lord in the nineteenth 
century in a glorious work of revival. Many souls were 
saved and thousands gathered for worship, especially 
at the communion seasons. These events transformed 
the parish and left a long-lasting legacy in family and 
communal life. Sadly, more recent times have seen such 
godly influences wane, as the cold, hard secularism 
which has infected our land has also reached Skye. 
Historically there were several church buildings in the 
parish but all services are now held in the church at 
Skeabost Bridge, one of the most picturesque spots 
in the area. Besides our main church building we also 
have an adjacent hall, which is most useful.

The Present Day
Like many other places our numbers are now much 
reduced from these blessed times of revival. In ordinary 
circumstances up to fifty attend on the Lord’s Day, 
with around twenty attending the midweek meeting. 
In addition to our services at 12.00noon and 6.00pm, 
we also have a Gaelic service at 11.00am once a month, 

with further occasional Gaelic services held on a 
weeknight from time to time. These Gaelic services are 
appreciated by the older generation for whom it was 
their first language, and quite a number come along 
from other churches; even those with little church 
connection will sometimes attend. Prayer meetings 
are held on Wednesday and Saturday evenings.

During the period of lockdown resulting from the 
Covid-19 situation, services began to be broadcast via 
a live link and continue to be available on our website, 
Facebook page and YouTube channel. We have a 
Sabbath School with about a dozen children. During 
the summer holidays we usually run a holiday club 
with topics such as creation, the flood and Pilgrim’s 
Progress. A congregational calendar, accompanied by 
other evangelistic material, reaches up to a hundred 
homes each year as part of our programme of outreach.

Prayer
Our great desire is that the Lord would bless our 
labours and visit us again in a day of power which 
would see lives transformed by the work of God’s Spirit. 
We long to see those around us who are spiritually 
careless come to seek the Lord, which would be an 
immeasurable blessing to themselves and a help to 
those who carry the burden of the work in a day of 
small things.

AROUND THE CHURCH

SNIZORT
REV. MURDO A.N. MACLEOD

The interior of the Snizort church from the rear balcony

The interior of the Snizort church from the pulpit
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MISSIONS

Anumber of developments have encouraged the 
congregation in Sri Lanka recently.

Cemetery
Being in a Hindu majority society, a number of years ago 
the congregation asked the Lord that he would provide 
a plot of ground that would be suitable as a cemetery, 
and earlier this year the district administrator in 
Mullaitheevu invited the congregation to take over 
a suitable plot not far from the church. Once the 
administrative backlog resulting from Coronavirus 
restrictions has been dealt with, the process should be 
completed. Thereafter, as resources become available, 
the ground must be cleared and a boundary wall built.

Manse
A further development took place in Mullaitheevu 
when the congregation was invited by a believer from 
outwith the congregation to purchase a partially-built 
house with a surrounding field at about one-third of 
the market value of the ground alone. Recognising that 
the congregation had no available funds, a friend of 
the congregation stepped in with an offer to provide 
the necessary finance as a partial gift and partial 
loan. This tremendous opportunity was seized upon, 
and not only will it provide a permanent manse for 
the congregation, but the ground can be cultivated – 
initially with coconut palms – to provide a source of 
income and generate some paid work. Some initial 
work on the new property was completed with the 
money remaining in the Sri Lanka building fund. 
There is enthusiasm to complete this work as soon as 
practicable.

Books
A third development has been translation work 
completed by Parthee in partnership with a native 
Tamil speaker from India. The rights to translate 
Healthy Spiritual Growth by Dr Joel Beeke, and The 
Day of Worship by Dr Ryan McGraw, have been kindly 
made available by both authors and publishers. It will 
not be practicable to sell these books and cover the 
cost of publication in that way; rather it is intended 
that they be distributed without charge through 
the growing network of contacts which Parthee has 
developed. You will recall that practical assistance 
was given to poor pastors during the Coronavirus 
shutdown, with these men already benefiting from 
regular theological training delivered by Parthee and 
other visiting lecturers. The hope is that, once printed, 
these books will not only help the pastors, but also 
their congregations.

Prayer
Please continue to pray for the work in Sri Lanka, both 
thanking God for these encouraging developments 
and asking that the necessary resources would be 
made available to complete them. Thank God also 
for the generosity of the individuals who have given 
freely to this exciting work. Also continue to pray 
for the congregation, currently still able to meet but 
conscious that further Coronavirus restrictions may 
be implemented in the near future. Pray also for 
Parthee, his wife Dino and daughter Dia, Piratheepan 
the evangelist, and Beni as he studies and assists the 
pastor.

ENCOURAGEMENTS IN SRI LANKA
REV. JAMES MACINNES

The property to be developed as a manse 
for the Mullaitheevu congregation (D.V.)

Piratheepan with some of the 
Mullaitheevu congregation
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THE TAVISTOCK CASE

A helpful ruling

Tavistock and Portman NHS Trust in north London 
specialises in mental health and in ‘talking 
therapies’. It includes the Tavistock Centre, 

opened in 1920 to provide civilians with psychological 
treatments developed for soldiers traumatised during 
World War I. In recent decades Tavistock’s emphasis 
has changed. From 2011 it entered into collaboration 
with the LGBT pressure group Stonewall, to “root out 
the pathologisation of homosexuality”; in 2017 the 
Gender Identity Clinic joined Tavistock and Portman.

Keira Bell, now aged 23, was born a female but 
wanted to be male, and was referred to the Trust’s 
Gender Identity Development Service (GIDS) when 
15. She was given puberty blockers at 16, believing 
she would achieve happiness. This was followed by 
cross-sex hormones at 17, and life-changing surgery 
at 20, to ‘conform’ to her ‘self-image’. Later, having 
returned to living as a female, she took a case against 
the Trust to the High Court of Justice of England and 
Wales, for giving her puberty blockers without her 
informed consent. In evidence she stated that she had 
made a “brash decision” as a teenager and had used 
transitioning as a “superficial fix” for her identity 
issues. A second claimant was the mother of a girl aged 
15 who was concerned that her daughter might be 
referred to the GIDS.

Since 2011 puberty blockers have been available 
in England for those as young as 12. In December the 
three judges in the Tavistock case ruled that children 
aged 13 and under are unlikely to be competent to give 
consent or to understand the lifelong consequences of 
‘sex-swap’ drugs, and that it is doubtful if those aged 14 
to 15 would be competent to give consent. Those aged 
16 to 18 must have the mental capacity to give consent 
and the clinicians must consider the treatment to be in 
their best interests. So what now?

First, the case raises serious questions over plans 
to criminalise so-called ‘conversion therapy’. Who 
will help those like Keira Bell who realise they made 
a mistake? Second, we hope this case will lead to 
some common sense, but will clinicians heed Bell’s 
call that those like her be treated by psychologists, 
not medication? Third, the supplanting of biology by 
psychology has effectively been challenged by this 
ruling, but will the cultural shift be stopped?

This is a helpful ruling. Sadly, Scotland’s only clinic 
providing puberty blockers to ‘gender dysphoric’ 
children says it will continue to do so. Clearly there is a 
long way to go in reversing this anti-biblical ideology.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Prisoner of intolerance

Amnesty International (AI) is an international 
human rights organisation founded in 1961 by 
an English barrister named Peter Benenson, who 

was of a Jewish background but converted to Roman 
Catholicism. He was assisted by Eric Baker, a Quaker. AI’s 
purpose was to campaign for ‘prisoners of conscience’ 
– individuals who are denied freedom of expression 
by their governments by means of imprisonment or 
the use of violence. AI does not campaign for prisoners 
who have themselves used or advocated violence and 
have been convicted for this after a fair trial. In 1964, AI 
dropped Nelson Mandela as a ‘prisoner of conscience’, 
following his conviction for violence in South Africa.

AI rapidly gained backing from politicians, 
churchmen and celebrity figures, and now claims seven 
million members and supporters worldwide. However, 
like many other voluntary bodies, it has been gradually 
taken over by people who seem to be committed to the 
reshaping of society along secular lines. As a result, 
AI has taken on causes which have nothing to do with 
its founding principle, and has become increasingly 
hostile to biblical values, and those who hold them.

This may be seen from three of AI’s current 
positions. On abortion, AI recognises that “anyone who 
can become pregnant has the right to an abortion”, and 
calls for “universal access to safe abortion, as early as 
possible and as late as necessary”, as well as its full 
decriminalisation. On prostitution, AI calls for “the 
decriminalisation of all aspects of adult consensual sex 
work”. On homosexuality, AI has urged various countries 
to decriminalise consensual same-sex relations and 
supports the legalisation of same-sex ‘marriage’.

AI UK expressed its disappointment at the High 
Court of England and Wales’s recent judgement on 
the use of puberty blockers. This was shortly after 
the Executive Director of AI Ireland had put the 
organisation’s name to an open letter which described 
people who are concerned about transgenderism as 
“bigoted”, and called upon the media and politicians to 
no longer provide legitimate representation for such. 
So much for freedom of expression!

AI has itself become a prisoner. It has been captured 
by that intolerant spirit which is active in the western 
world especially, working to overthrow all moral norms 
and silence all opposition. Our encouragement is that 
the Lord is able to overcome this spirit, just as He has 
the evil one who sponsors it. Our need, as ever, is to seek 
His help. “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let 
them also that hate him flee before him.” (Ps. 68:1).

COMMENT
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(An extended review of ‘A Beginner’s Guide to Church 
History’ by Philip Parsons, DayOne, pbk, 180pp, £8.00.)

To survey the entire field of the history of the 
Christian Church is no easy task, but Mr Parsons 
has made a creditable attempt.  He draws from 

the great classics – Wylie’s History of Protestantism, 
Merle D’Aubigne’s History of the English Reformation, 
Cunningham’s Historical Theology and modern writers 
like Arnold Dallimore and Iain Murray. Yet he offers 
insightful comments of his own: “One cause of the 
success of the Christian gospel was (and still is) its own 
intrinsic moral and spiritual value when compared 
with any other philosophy or religion. No other religion 
claims divinity for its human founder. There is no belief 
so simple yet profound as salvation through the death 
of a perfect substitute.” (p.20) He rightly emphasises 
the importance of “consistent Christian living” (p.25) to 
the early progress of the Gospel. On the establishment 
principle (p.31), we would differ.

Coming to the Reformation, Parsons emphasises 
the individual significance of Luther (ch.10) and Calvin 
(ch.11): “The light of the gospel shone out again with 
amazing brilliance, first from Wittenberg and then from 
Geneva. The church became again like the great army, 
brought back from the dead, in Ezekiel 37.” (p.170) 
He stresses the brutality of the Church of Rome, and 
the sinister nature of the Counter-Reformation, but 
evidently loves the Puritans, Whitefield, Spurgeon and 
Lloyd-Jones, and sets them in context. William Carey he 
celebrates for his pioneering mission to India; Charles 
Finney he deplores for his promotion of Arminianism 
and man-centred ‘revivalism’.

Inevitably, there are omissions. Scotland is all but 
ignored. Neither Knox nor the birth of Presbyterianism 
gets a mention, far less Chalmers and the Disruption, 
even though space is found for the origins of the 
Plymouth Brethren, and of the Evangelical Library! 
On the other hand, there is some interesting and little-
known matter on mission work in Russia and Eastern 
Europe in the late nineteenth century, an excellent 
chapter on Korea, and another on the church under 
Communism in the twentieth century.

We hope this survey will stimulate readers to 
delve into the great books he cites, and discover for 
themselves the riches of church history.

Extract on William Tyndale (pp.81-83):
“In an after-dinner discussion with a visiting cleric, 

he uttered the now famous words: ‘If God spares my life, 
I will by God’s grace see to it that the boy who drives 
the plough will know more of the Bible than thou dost’. 
This interaction seems to have been the catalyst which 
set Tyndale off on what was to be his life’s work: the 
translation of the Bible into English.

At first he sought permission for this work from 
Cuthbert Tunstall, the Bishop of London, but soon found 
out that Tunstall had no sympathy for his project. So 
Tyndale ventured onto the continent hoping to find 
somewhere there to carry out his work. At first he went 
to Wittenberg where it is possible that he learned German 
from Katie, Luther’s wife. By the mid 1520s he was ready 
to start printing and moved to Cologne. Unfortunately, one 
of the men who was employed by the printer, after having 
had too much to drink, let slip that they were printing the 
New Testament in English. Henry VIII’s agents had the 
printer’s premises raided and Tyndale was only able to 
escape with a few pages. He moved further up the Rhine 
to Worms to continue the work, and eventually by 1526 
several thousand copies of the New Testament in English 
made their way into England. As soon as the Bishop of 
London found out about the publication, he had as many 
copies as possible seized and burned. The zealous bishop’s 
actions did nothing to stem the flow of New Testaments, 
which despite the danger of possessing one were in great 
demand. They came into the country, mainly as printed 
sheets, hidden in other cargoes. […] Tyndale was able 
to produce the Pentateuch by 1530 and then go on to 
translate the historical books of the Old Testament (Joshua 
to Esther). Eventually he was discovered in Antwerp and 
betrayed by someone he thought to be a friend. He was 
imprisoned in Vilvoorde Castle for more than a year and 
then burned in public in 1536. Mercifully, he was strangled 
before they lit the fire. Tyndale’s dying words are reported 
to have been, ‘Lord, open the king of England’s eyes’. He 
was, of course, referring to Henry VIII, whose agents had 
achieved Tyndale’s arrest and martyrdom. Although 
Henry would never have sanctioned the printing of 
Tyndale’s Bible, Tyndale’s prayer was answered a few 
years later when Henry issued a proclamation that an 
English Bible be placed in each church throughout his 
realm. Ironically, and unbeknown to Henry, that Bible was 
90% Tyndale’s work!”

CHURCH HISTORY

A BEGINNER’S GUIDE 
TO CHURCH HISTORY

REV. ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD
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You Could Have It All
Geoff Thomas, Reformation Heritage Books, pbk, 
88pp, £6.50

From the outset it is quite evident who the target 
audience is for this book: the unbeliever, the 
inquirer. It is also quite evident who the subject 

is: Jesus Christ, through whom the unbeliever or 
inquirer can “have it all”.

This book is divided into ten chapters which 
progressively develop the author’s topic of having all 
through Jesus Christ. The book starts well, with the 
first two chapters dealing with ‘knowing God’ and 
‘knowing yourself’ respectively. Thomas correctly sets 
out that the only way to know God is through Jesus 
Christ and the only questions worth asking ourselves 
are the common questions of “What’s life all about?” 
and “Who am I and why do I exist?”

Chapter three deals with a 
three letter word: sin. “It is just 
three letters long, yet it is a word 
that anyone who knows himself and 
who knows God must confront.” 
This chapter does well in showing 
how God can forgive sins. Thomas 
clearly states that the very heart 
of Christianity is that Christ died 
for our sins. Chapter 4 is entitled 
‘You Could Become a Child of God’ 
and in the following three chapters Thomas indicates 
that sinners could have these benefits: all things 
working together for their good, contentment in every 
circumstance, strength and wisdom. Some of these 
chapters are quite useful for the believer also.

Chapter 8 is an excellent chapter which deals in part 
with current issues in the public square. Chapter 9 was 
refreshing in that the author stresses the necessity of 
being a member of a church body; he rightly raises the 
problematic issue of listening to sermons online as a 
substitute to being physically present at preaching. 
The last chapter is reserved for a positive message of 
heaven.

With all that said, I must confess that I think this 
book is too big an ask. Its target audience is the 
unbeliever. Would an unbeliever take the time to read 
nearly 100 pages on this topic? The subject is a most 
worthy one, but we live in an age when it is hard to 
get believers to read, let alone unbelievers. A major 
problem with this book is that it quotes the American 
minister and author John Piper. It would be unwise to 
introduce an inquirer about the Christian faith or new 
convert to Piper’s doctrine of ‘Christian Hedonism’. 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Thomas Chalmers – “The chief 
Scottish man of his Time”
John W. Keddie, Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing) 
Publications Committee, pbk, 
34pp, £3.00

Our own Rev. John Keddie 
has recently produced this 
helpful introduction to the 

life and work of Thomas Chalmers, 
Moderator of the first General Assembly of the Free 
Church of Scotland in 1843. Chalmers was a household 
name in Victorian Scotland, as the quote in the title 
reminds us, especially when matched with the front 
cover picture of his impressive statue in Edinburgh. 
His evangelical conversion in 1811, after several years 
of typical Moderate parish ministry at Kilmany in Fife, 
was the beginning of a highly influential ministry, 
which played a key role in the national Evangelical 
revival of the early nineteenth century.

Chalmers was a powerful and persuasive 
preacher, as well as a thoughtful and highly-educated 
contributor to learning in a number of different areas. 
His ministry in Glasgow from 1817 to 1823 did much 
to promote a concern for urban evangelism in the 
Scottish Church, while his later work as a Professor, 
particularly in the chair of Divinity at Edinburgh 
University from 1828, helped mould a whole 
generation of earnest and fervent young evangelical 
ministers, many of whom became prominent leaders 
in the young Free Church.

As he wrote in a letter: “I am quite sensible that 
talent is but secondary to piety – that gifts are but 
secondary to graces in a minister of the gospel, and I 
am therefore all the more thankful that besides being 
men of power and high scholarship, very many of our 
young preachers are men of faith and prayer...and have 
been the instruments of great and promising revivals 
in various parts of Scotland.” (pp.17-18)

To summarise so interesting and varied a life as 
that of Chalmers is no easy matter, but this booklet 
forms an excellent introduction to the man and his 
work. Mr Keddie is not afraid to critique that which is 
unhelpful in Chalmers’ legacy (such as his promotion 
of the ‘gap theory’ of creation), while acknowledging 
the abundant benefit and blessing of his ministry to 
this nation and to the Free Church in particular.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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The biblical mandate for a Christian is holiness not 
hedonism, piety and not pleasure; it would be unwise 
to encourage worldliness.

Would I recommend this book? My initial 
impression was that this book is an oversized gospel 
tract, and that’s what it is. It’s not bad, and has some 
profitable pages as stated above, but if I had someone 
inquire about the faith I would sooner give them a copy 
of the ‘Gospel of John’, as it can be readily purchased in 
booklet form and makes for an excellent tract to give to 
someone who is asking questions about eternity.
Rev. Thomas Buchanan

What Is True Religion?
Geoff Thomas, Reformation Heritage Books, pbk, 
40pp, £2.50

This small booklet forms part 
of the ‘Cultivating Biblical 
Godliness’ series, which aims 

to treat at a basic level matters that 
are vital to Christian experience. 
Thomas takes up the question 
allotted to him by asking at the 
outset, “Is there a more important 
question to be answered than that?” 
With so many religions in existence, 
ancient and modern, Thomas proceeds to concisely 
answer the age-old question of ‘What Is True Religion?’

The majority of people today are Pharisaic when 
it comes to religion. Thomas states that, just like the 
Pharisee, many believe certain things but add certain 
patterns of behaviour or cut certain things out of 
their lives in showing that they have true religion. He 
proceeds to answer his question in five short headings 
which help to show his argument and train of thought.

This booklet is jam-packed with excellent and 
relevant illustrations that go some way in helping to 
communicate what the author is trying to say. After 
Thomas strips away the fundamental error of what 
man does as being the substance of true religion, he 
identifies the problem and gives the solution. The 
problem is a wrong understanding of sin: people are 
seeking to treat the symptom and not the disease. 
“There can be no understanding of what is true religion 
unless you accept the diagnosis insisted upon by real 
Christianity.”

The solution is that true religion is experienced in 
a new birth. Thomas states that true religion is a gift 
from God. It is purchased for every Christian by the 
life and death and intercession of Jesus Christ. This is 
the basic answer to his question. True religion is the 
person and work of Jesus Christ in the soul and without 

it your religion is not true religion! This is a profitable 
booklet and would be an excellent gift for a nominal 
neighbour. Recommended.
Rev. Thomas Buchanan

Daily Readings for the Homeward Bound
James Clark, booklet, 64pp, £3.25. Available from 
Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson Books 
or direct from the author at Westhill Free Church 
(Continuing), Inverness.

Asixth volume of daily 
readings to round off the 
series. From the very first 

reading we are directed to Christ 
and the readings continue in this 
vein until the end. 

The final stretch of the journey 
reveals all our weaknesses and 
frailties. In such a condition we 
need particular helps along the 
way. The “better country” is before us, which requires 
patience. Remarkably, as Clark reminds us, God has 
set eternity in our hearts, which means we cannot live 
for this world: ‘temporary’ is written all over it. But 
if all that is in the world is temporary, so too are our 
sufferings and sin. Age often makes us afraid. Using 
John 21:6, Clark notes: “It can be frightening when you 
are asked to do what you were doing before, something 
you failed in, but you have His encouragement to go 
forward into the unknown side of life, i.e. the future.” 
(p.9)

Age is also accompanied with a broken heart, which 
“is difficult to live with, but what matters is that you 
can live. Moreover it is not easy to live beside such 
people who speak in sighs.” (p.13) What now? Clark 
says: “such hearts attract the Lord into their company 
and they find it easy to pour out their hearts to Him, 
rather than to others.”

What of the temptations that we face on this 
homeward journey? “The godly need to remember 
that only God’s power is greater than the power of 
sin. All attempts to live without or above the power of 
temptations have failed; it is like a fight against gravity, 
it is always there.” (p.16)

Clark has once again excelled in his selection of 
texts that cover an entire range of fears, troubles and 
concerns which often fill the minds of those who are in 
the final part of the journey. A Scripture Index for this 
volume is included and it is gratifying to learn that the 
entire series is to be published as a single volume. We 
heartily commend these latest daily readings.
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

Daily Readings for the 
Homeward Bound

James Clark



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Nov 2019
£

16,500
25,000
36,421
21,436
10,120

109,476

7,067
15,259

3,706
18,846
44,879

8,971
7,755
9,996

750
24,415
32,475
20,000
19,267

4,260
127,888

19,668
22,931
22,564
13,923
27,157
88,400

194,643

21,288
12,527
26,512
25,262
26,646

112,235

990

590,111

37,144
31,837

659,092

136,320
522,772

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2020

£

0
14,419

20
0
0

14,439

60
6,303

105
0

6,468

210
0
0
0
0

20
17,344

0
0

17,574

0
0
0

4,108
460

1,400
5,967

6,687
0

705
0

980
8,372

0

52,820

0
0

52,820

6,082
46,738

Total to Nov 2020
£

16,500
24,250
34,543
22,899
10,450

108,642

21,960
15,453
5,230

24,960
67,602

12,894
15,147
12,463
1,243

21,549
30,777
23,500
24,182
8,260

150,015

24,042
22,698
18,729
14,500
28,191
77,857

186,016

21,700
10,012
27,517
26,360
25,407

110,995

990

624,260

57,658
0

681,918

143,269
538,650

Nov 2020
£

1,500
1,631
2,000
1,450

950
7,531

5,000
1,500

700
3,000

10,200

364
1,100
5,500

100
1,600
1,000
1,406
1,500

0
12,570

1,840
1,600
1,400
1,161
2,000
6,526

14,527

1,500
600

2,000
1,500
1,500
7,100

0

51,928

1,107
0

53,034

0
53,034

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
January           February    March  
10  St Louis          21  Stornoway    14  Cross, Portree
24  Atlanta          28  Harris    21  Glasgow–Knightswood
         28  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane, Scalpay Harris

        (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels.”

Luke 9:26
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The church and hall of the Snizort congregation at Skeabost Bridge


