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As believers, we can learn much from the seasons 
which come and go every year. Each of the four 
seasons has its spiritual equivalent: what we 

see with our eyes is telling us something about our 
souls. This should not surprise us, for the God of our 
salvation is also the God of creation and providence; 
into the fabric of our world and its history He has 
woven many important lessons for us.

Winter, the season of death and decay, portrays 
the soul in its natural state, lying under God’s wrath 
and curse. Spring is the season of new life, and this 
comes to our souls when we are quickened together 
with Christ. Summer is the season of growth, when as 
believers we put on the Lord Jesus Christ, crucifying 
our sinful flesh. Finally, there is autumn, the season of 
maturity, in which the life which God has nurtured is 
made ready for harvest.

In terms of a grain crop, harvest means reaping. In 
former times, and even today in some cultures, once the 
grain has swollen and ripened, the corn stalks are cut 
down and bound into sheaves, which are later threshed 
to separate the grain. How does God reap His harvest?

Grace
Harvest is a gathering in, and there are two senses 
in which this is relevant to men’s souls. There is the 
gathering of souls into the kingdom of grace, the 
church on earth, through the preaching of the gospel. 
When the Lord Jesus observed the Jewish multitudes 
as sheep without a shepherd, He said to His disciples: 
“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” (Matt. 
9:37,38) Men are involved in this harvest: men who 
are raised up by God and thrust out into the world to 
proclaim the good news of salvation to their fellow 
sinners. Let us seek the Lord, that He would bless our 
Church with more ministers, called and equipped by 
Him for this great work!

Ministers long to see evidences of God’s gracious 
work in the lives of their hearers, and professions 
of faith. Because those who have the responsibility 
of admitting people to the Lord’s table look only on 
the outward appearance, and not on the heart, some 
who are not truly converted may be ‘harvested’ into 
membership of the visible church. The result, in our 

Lord’s own words, is that there are “tares among the 
wheat” (Matt. 13:25). There is another reaping which 
brings about a perfect separation between the two.

Glory
At the moment of their death, the souls of believers 
are gathered into the kingdom of glory, the church in 
heaven. Our Saviour spoke of this final harvest when 
He told the disciples: “Let both grow together until 
the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind 
them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn.” (Matt. 13:30) In this case, the harvest is 
gathered by angels rather than men (v.39).

We are reminded of what our Lord said concerning 
Lazarus, a man who was poor in this world yet rich in 
faith. “And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom” 
(Luke 16:22). Here is a beautiful picture: the soul 
of one of the Lord’s people being taken by the holy 
angels from the state of grace into the state of glory, 
to enjoy eternal rest in the Lord’s nearer presence and 
the company of the godly. Solemnly, the souls of the 
wicked are also reaped, presumably by the evil angels, 
and conducted from this world to the next, where they 
shall be tormented in hell forever.

Regeneration
Every life is reaped at death, but not every life is a 
fruitful one in terms of the things God approves in His 
word. As Adam’s children, we have inherited his sinful 
nature, being reckoned guilty by God of his original 
sin. Jesus spoke of a law in the natural world which 
also applies to the spiritual realm: “every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit.” (Matt. 7:17) The fact is that out of our 
sinful hearts, sin alone can come. What then can be 
done? Christ declares the only effective remedy: “Make 
the tree good, and his fruit good” (Matt. 12:33). We 
must be born again!

Many who sit under the gospel experience the 
strivings of the Spirit at one time or another, including 
convictions of conscience, but only God’s elect undergo 
regeneration and renewal. In a sovereign way, unseen 
and unheard, a seed is planted in their hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, and a new and invincible principle of 

EDITORIAL

GOD’S HARVEST



gracious, eternal life is established in them. What fruit 
should we be looking for in those who have undergone 
such a saving change?

Faith
Christ taught a parable of a seed growing secretly 
(Mark 4:26-29). He said that the first thing which 
appears above the ground is the “blade”, and the ‘blade’ 
in someone who has been born again is faith in Christ, 
with repentance of sin. Just as it is only when a green 
shoot emerges from the ground that we can properly 
say that a seed we have sown is a living seed, so the 
twin ‘leaves’ of faith and repentance are the signs of 
new life in a sinner’s soul. Yet we are warned to “judge 
nothing before the time” (1 Cor. 4:5); what looks like 
spiritual life may turn out to be a tare instead of wheat!

It is notable how the Bible distinguishes between 
genuine faith and what Jonathan Edwards termed 
“common faith”. There are those who “believe to the 
saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:39), but there are also those 
“which for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away” (Luke 8:13), or who have “believed in vain” 
(1 Cor. 15:2), or whose faith is “dead, being alone” 
(James 2:17). It is the same with repentance: there is 
“godly sorrow”, which works “repentance to salvation”, 
but there is also “the sorrow of the world”, which works 
“death” (2 Cor. 7:10).

Godliness
What must be seen in time is the fruit of godliness or 
likeness to Christ. In true believers, a holy character 
is formed by the Spirit. In Christ’s parable of the seed, 
this is the “ear”. Christ is the Lily of the Valleys, and His 
people are as lilies among thorns (Song of Sol. 2:1,2). 
They were once thorns themselves spiritually – barren 
and unattractive – but when God called them, He said 
to them, “Be ye holy, for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:16) How 
is this holiness possible? Only through the working of 
God’s grace, in our union and communion with Christ 
by faith.

While holiness is by the power of the indwelling 
Spirit of Christ, we have our part in our sanctification, 
in that we are bound to make use of the appointed 
means of grace. We must sow to the Spirit rather than 
to the flesh (Gal. 6:8). It is humbling to learn that some 
believers bring forth fruit as much as “an hundredfold” 
(Matt. 13:23). It must be a rare thing for an ear of corn 
to contain that many grains, but grace is a supernatural 
seed. Oh to see the “full corn” in our lives! Only if there 
is true holiness here will there be glory hereafter.

Rejoicing
Harvest has traditionally been the occasion of 
festivities. There has been much labour and toil 

during the year. It has been accompanied by a sense 
of expectation, and perhaps some anxiety too. Now 
the long-awaited moment has arrived, and the crop 
has been gathered safely into storage. Because of its 
importance, we hold special services in thanksgiving 
for the harvest. As there is joy among men when the 
harvest has come, so there is great joy among God’s 
people when there is a reaping time in His kingdom.

Every conversion is a matter of joy to believers, 
especially when there has been any personal 
involvement through prayer, teaching or witnessing. 
We may imagine how the apostle Paul rejoiced over 
Onesimus, when through his ministry this runaway 
slave became a “brother beloved” (Philemon 16). Or 
over Timothy, who was Paul’s “son in the faith” (1 Tim. 
1:2). While we delight to hear of professions of faith, 
our joy should be measured in case what is planted 
should later wither and die. Time is the test of every 
conversion, and John’s greatest joy was to hear that his 
spiritual children were continuing to walk in truth (3 
John 4).

Future
The progress of Christ’s kingdom in the world is 
a matter of great gladness for believers. When the 
dark places of the earth receive the gospel, and the 
strongholds of Satan are pulled down, we praise the 
Lord! We do this when we hear of people under the 
sway of Popery, Islam and other false religions turning 
to the Saviour, and the church will one day do this 
when the Roman harlot is finally judged by the Lord 
(Rev. 19:1-3). These things represent the triumph of 
King Jesus and His righteous cause.

The time of God’s harvest is fixed in His eternal 
counsels, but it is not revealed to us. Who can say 
when the seed of truth will come to life and flourish in 
a person’s heart, or when that saint will be taken home 
to glory? Who can say when the “set time”, the time to 
favour Zion with the promised widespread reviving 
(Ps. 102:13), will arrive? The duty of the church is 
to sow the gospel seed! The prospects may not seem 
favourable at present, but let us not despise “the day of 
small things” (Zech. 4:10). Small things are better than 
nothing and will lead to greater things in God’s time. 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.” (Ps. 126:6)
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(Boston [1676-1732] ministered in the Scottish Borders 
– in the parish of Simprin from 1699 and then in Ettrick 
from 1707 until his death. This piece is part of a sermon 
entitled ‘Christ Jesus Duly Prized’, preached on 1st May 
1712, and taken from a volume published in 1814. It has 
been lightly edited.)

“Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” 
(Philippians 3:8)

Paul openly professeth his esteem of Christ above 
all. He does not deliver this truth in the general, 
that Christ is to be preferred above all, but lays 

it out in his own experience, that the Philippians 
might see that he had good reason for what he said. 
This teaches us, that it becomes the saints openly and 
avowedly to profess their superlative esteem of Christ. 
It is not enough to have that esteem of him in the heart, 
but it should have a vent outwardly. “For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” (Rom. 10:10)  

For God’s Glory
This confession must be made for the glory of God. One 
great end of our regeneration and marriage with Christ 
is, that we may sound forth his praise in the world. “This 
people”, says he, “have I formed for myself; they shall 
shew forth my praise.” (Isa. 43:21) If his heart has been 
opened to receive us, why should our mouths be shut to 
his praise? We have no more to render, but the calves of 
our lips. It serves also for the good of others, that they 
may fall in love with Christ. “I will make thy name to 
be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the 
people praise thee for ever and ever.” (Ps. 45:17)

A Good Effect
The recommendations which the saints give to Christ, 
have often a good effect. They say that the dropping of 
the lily begets other lilies, so the saints beget others 
to Christ, by the dropping of their lives, which have an 
attractive virtue (1 Pet. 3:1,2). The drops of their blood 
are generative of saints. The blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the church. Yea, the very droppings of their 
mouths for Christ are beneficial (Song of Sol. 7:9). It 
is then no part of religion for persons to keep their 
religion to themselves. There is much hypocritical 

profession; but we must not hide our love to Christ, if 
we have any, because of that. We must not be dumb 
in the cause of Christ and religion, because many give 
him fair words, and no more. Blessed is that professor, 
in whom Naphtali’s blessing and Joseph’s do meet, 
goodly words, and a fruitful bough.

Commending Christ to Fellow Saints
Let the saints learn then, to be more open mouthed for 
Christ. Let them commend him to others, and commend 
him from their own experience; first, to their fellow 
saints, saying, “Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I 
will declare what he hath done for my soul.” (Ps. 66:16) 
O! should not Christ’s friends be commending their 
friend one to another? This would be a most seasonable 
work at this day, in which religion is decaying; and if 
ever Christ comes again, to the spirits of his people in 
this land, this neglected work will be revived. O! it would 
be like a coal of fire, to set love to Christ in motion. Will 
two cold flints, striking one another, kindle a fire? How 
much more two, in which there is some fire. “Did not 
our heart burn within us”, said the disciples, “while he 
talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us 
the scriptures?” (Luke 24:32).

Commending Christ to Strangers
Let them also commend him to strangers (Song of Sol. 
5:9-16). Drop a word for Christ to such, you know not 
what it may do. Many times a word forgotten by the 
speaker has been minded, with time and place, by the 
person to whom it was spoken in Christ’s behalf, and 
has been like seed dropped, that has sprung up sweetly 
afterwards. O sirs! when we come to a deathbed, 
and ask ourselves what have we done, what have we 
spoken for Christ, we will have but a sorry reflection 
on it, if we do not exert ourselves more in that way 
than we are like to do.

Speaking in Christ’s Cause
Let us also speak in his cause and interest in the world. 
We should do that especially in those things that are 
opposed in our day; to be sure to hold by the truth of 
Christ, against all opposition (Mark 8:38). If we esteem 
one highly, it is natural to take his part, and to do what 
we can to support his interest and honour; and if 
Christ have our hearts, he will get our endeavours that 
way also.

DEVOTIONAL

PROFESSING OUR ESTEEM OF CHRIST
THOMAS BOSTON
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“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14)

The confusion within evangelicalism concerning 
the Christian life is somewhat shocking. It is 
not helped by the confusion over terminology. 

We need to take a careful look at the subjects of ‘easy-
believism’, ‘antinomianism’ and ‘new obedience’. 

Contemporary Position
There are those today who think that the term ‘easy-
believism’ refers simply to an Arminian presentation 
of the gospel. Such people conclude that since they 
are ‘Calvinists’, their Minister is a ‘Calvinist’ and their 
denomination is ‘calvinistic’, therefore they have 
nothing to do with ‘easy-believism’. However, unless 
obedience to the Word of God is seen in our lives, 
as a fruit of our faith, we have in fact adopted ‘easy-
believism’ in practice!

There are also those who theoretically reject both 
‘easy-believism’ and ‘antinomianism’, yet are practical 
antinomians without realising it. They simply do not 
give any serious consideration to their general lifestyle. 
They subscribe to repentance and faith, but do not 
acknowledge the need of any ongoing obligation of 
obedience as the fruit of conversion.

Terminology
The terminology used matters, yet it can also be 
frustrating, since not everyone appears to use the same 
terms in the same way. Precision is thus essential. 

1. The term ‘easy-believism’. This term arose in the 
debate within Dispensationalism during the controversy 
regarding the Lordship of Christ. Those who asserted 
that a sinner merely takes Christ as Saviour but not 
as Lord were labelled as teaching easy-believism. The 
rejection of repentance as part of conversion led to the 
creation of the ‘carnal christian’ theory. 

2. The term ‘antinomianism’. This term appeared 
during the Reformation period to describe those 
who rejected the use of the law as a rule of life for the 
believer. 

3. The term ‘new obedience’. This term is used in 
documents such as our Shorter Catechism (Q’s 87,97) to 
describe the life of the Christian following conversion. 

What is Needed
Three things are needed if the present confusion is to 
be ended:

Firstly, a submission to the Biblical teaching that 
profession of faith without evidence in the form of 
holiness of life falsifies the profession. Holiness of life 
authenticates and proves a profession of faith. In other 
words: no holiness, no heaven (Heb. 12:14).

Secondly, a grasp of the connection between 
justification and sanctification. Where there is 
justification there will also be sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30). 

Thirdly, a realisation that there is false faith as well 
as true faith. It is crucial that there is discriminating 
preaching making this clear to all hearers (Jer. 15:19). 
Consider the parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-
13), where we see true and false faith side by side. 

True Faith
What does the Larger Catechism teach us about faith 
and obedience?

Q.3: “The holy scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are the word of God, the only rule of faith 
and obedience.” Note that faith and obedience are put 
together. 

Q.5: “The scriptures principally teach, what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires 
of man.” Note that belief and behaviour, creed and 
conduct, are twin teachings of the Bible. 

Q.91: “The duty which God requireth of man, is 
obedience to his revealed will.” God’s revealed will is 
the Ten Commandments which are divided into “our 
duty to God” and “our duty to man” (Q.98). The English 
reformer John Bradford, writing to a correspondent in 
1554, shows us how faith and obedience are related:

“of all things God requireth this faith and persuasion 
of his fatherly goodness, as his chiefest service: for, 
before he ask anything of us, he saith, ‘I am the Lord thy 
God’ [Exod. 20:1], giving himself, and then all he hath, to 
us, to be our own; and this he doth in respect of himself, 
of his own mercy and truth, and not in respect of us, ‘for 
then were grace no grace’ [Rom. 11:6]. In consideration 
whereof, when he saith, ‘Thou shalt have none other 
gods but me’, ‘thou shalt love me with all thy heart’, etc., 
though of duty we are bound to accomplish all that he 
requireth, and are culpable and guilty of sin if we do not 
the same, yet he requireth not these things further of us, 
than to make us more in love, and more certain of this 
his covenant, that he is our Lord and God.” (Writings, 
vol.2, p.152)

True Repentance
The Larger Catechism tells us: “Repentance unto life 

DOCTRINE
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Everything now becomes a problem. Time, energy, 
opportunity, means – all somehow seem no longer to 
be available to us. 

The simple reality is that far too many are failing 
to realise the connection between justification and 
sanctification; between faith and obedience. There 
is not only a failure to think, there is a failure to be 
consistent. In Scripture, holiness is not something we 
acquire by faith as in our justification, but something 
we are active in, in direct relation to what has been 
graciously worked in us.

True Holiness
In Hebrews 12:14 we read: “Follow...holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord”. These words show 
us three things:

Firstly, the duty prescribed for us all, which is 
holiness. The thing which distinguishes the sincere 
believer from others is that he is putting on “the new 
man, which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness.” (Eph. 4:24)

Secondly, the unrelenting pursuit involved in 
holiness. The word “follow” means to track something 
down, as a hunter does his prey; indeed in Matthew 
5:11 the same word is translated “persecute”. Holiness 
is an ongoing, vigorous undertaking on the part of 
the believer; it is not the result of a half-hearted, 
intermittent, when-we-feel-like-it approach. There 
must be a single-minded determination to obtain it.

Thirdly, the reason for holiness. Without it, we shall 
not see the Lord. There is no beholding and adoring 
Christ in His glory in the life to come without the pursuit 
of holiness in this life: no holiness, no beatific vision! 
John says, “when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is.” But then he adds: “And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure.” (1 John 3:3,4)

The rule of holiness is simply the moral law, which, 
writes Colquhoun, believers are under, not as a covenant 
of works, but “as the rule of their new obedience, and 
they count it their exalted privilege and pleasure to be 
so.” (Treatise, p.144) Samuel Rutherford wrote, in 
The Covenant of Life Opened, that for the person who 
is under the Covenant of Grace there is a threefold 
sweetness in obedience: “1. An inbred sweetness in 
the command. 2. In the strength by which he acts. 3. An 
inbred sweetness in a communion with God.”

Question
What we have considered inevitably raises a question. 
Are we not witnessing the absence of these things in 
the public professing Church of Christ today? Are not 
worldliness, carelessness and indifference the root 
cause of many of the Church’s problems?

is a saving grace, wrought in the heart of a sinner by 
the Spirit and word of God” (Q.76; see also Shorter 
Catechism Q.87). However, it is essential that we read 
what comes later in the answer. The sinner “so grieves 
for and hates his sins, as that he turns from them all to 
God, purposing and endeavouring constantly to walk 
with him in all the ways of new obedience.”

Note the resolution involved, namely, “purposing and 
endeavouring”, and the sphere of this – walking with 
God “in all the ways of new obedience.” It is precisely 
here that the contemporary problem arises. A lack of 
commitment, resolve, dedication and aspiration to live a 
life of ‘new obedience’. As Paul states, we should not live 
in sin but “should walk in newness of life.” (Rom. 6:4)

What has Happened?
The difficulty over holiness has arisen for two main 
reasons:

Firstly, a failure to think Biblically. Paul wrote 
to Christians: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?” (Rom. 6:16). John Colquhoun (1748-
1827), who ministered in Leith, wrote: “The obligation 
under which believers lie, to yield obedience to his law, 
arises from his universal supremacy, and sovereign 
authority over them as rational creatures.” (A Treatise on 
the Law and the Gospel, 1819 edition, p.287). In other 
words, we are not our own! Alas, it seems that some – 
perhaps many – think they are. 

Secondly, a failure of consistency. Paul says to the 
same Christians: “as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto 
iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to 
righteousness unto holiness.” (Rom. 6:19) The first must 
be replaced by the second. Note that the term ‘yield’ is a 
command: holiness is not an optional extra. In addition, 
the command to yield is based upon what has already 
happened to us: “Being then made free from sin” (v.18). 
A supernatural work has occurred, in light of which we 
are to yield ourselves servants to righteousness.

What is striking however is the form of the 
exhortation: “as ye have yielded...so now yield”. What 
often happens is this. Before conversion we had a lot 
of energy for sin. How many could enjoy themselves all 
night, and still get up for work the next day, yet after 
becoming Christians, how lazy they are in comparison! 
They fail to maintain reading the Scriptures and private 
prayer. They fail to stay awake for the entire sermon. 
They complain about the temperature of the building, 
the length of the services, the absence of fellowship, 
the difficulties of finding time for the prayer meeting...
and on it goes. In other words, they suddenly appear 
to lose their energy, drive, passion and pleasure. 
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Introduction

Communion with Christ can only be enjoyed by 
those who are already in union with Christ in a 
saving Covenant relationship, as described in 

Romans 5:1: “Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In his volume Communion with God, the Puritan 
John Owen states: “Our communion with God consists 
in his communion of himself to us, with our return to 
him of what he requires and accepts flowing from that 
union which in Jesus Christ we have with him.” This 
makes it clear that this communion is something the 
believer is active in: active in returning to God what 
He requires from those in union with Him, and in 
a manner which is acceptable to Him. God, not man, 
dictates the terms of the acceptable activity which will 
maintain communion with Him.

We cannot strengthen, weaken or maintain our 
union with Christ, because that is a once and for all 
transactional relationship flowing entirely from God’s 
grace in the Covenant. However, the Christian can 
most certainly strengthen or weaken the communion 
he enjoys with Christ, by his behaviour. Our actions, or 
more usually our inactions, adversely affect the extent 
to which we enjoy communion with Christ.

Lessons
The Greek word koinonia is translated as communion 
only four times in the New Testament. It is more 
frequently translated as fellowship, and conveys the 
active participation and mutual sharing as highlighted 
in Owen’s definition.

The apostle John says: “truly our fellowship 
[koinonia] is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3) In this chapter John goes 
on to use this word for communion on another 
three occasions; it is clearly a matter very close 
to his heart. If we desire to learn how to maintain 
communion with Christ, where better to focus than 
on the writings of “that disciple whom Jesus loved” 
(John 21:7), the disciple who enjoyed a higher degree 
of communion with Christ than the others? In the 
opening chapter of his First Epistle, John provides 
six essential lessons on how we are to cultivate and 
maintain communion, this fellowship with Christ, so 

that the waning of it, which the believer often falls 
prey to, is minimised.

1) To maintain communion with Christ we must 
begin with His Divine pre-eminence (v.3)
In verse 3, the apostle emphasises that the Christian’s 
true and lasting fellowship is “with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” The Divine order is God first, 
Christ first, man second. To enjoy communion with 
Christ, our thoughts, actions and our very lives must 
be centred on the Divine pre-eminence of the glorified 
Christ. Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, in his Fellowship with 
God, says that to maintain close communion with Christ 
it is necessary to “forget yourself and contemplate God. 
The way to be delivered from self-centredness is to 
stand in the presence of God.” Having Christ as the pre-
eminent focus and force in every strand of your daily 
activities, is essential to maintaining communion with 
Him.

2) To maintain communion with Christ we must be 
conscious of His absolute holiness (v.5)
“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (v.5) 
John, above all the apostles, was filled with a palpable 
sense of Christ’s love for him, yet here he highlights 
as his motivating factor, not the love of Christ but 
rather the eternal holiness and infinite perfection of 
God in Christ – the inaccessible light of the glorious 
holiness of God the Father and God the Son (1 Tim. 
1:17). True fellowship is founded on a consciousness 
of the infinite holiness of Christ, for only then will His 
love for sinners on the Cross be correctly appreciated 
and grasped. Many make the mistake of declaring 
Christ’s love and conveniently sidelining His righteous 
demands for perfect holiness in those who desire to 
have communion with Him. There is no darkness in 
Christ, and therefore He cannot have fellowship with 
any who entertain darkness within themselves.  

3) To maintain communion with Christ we must 
not walk in darkness (v.6)
For those who walk in darkness, it is impossible to have 
communion with Christ (v.6). It is a lie, an invention, 
a dangerous delusion. An unregenerate person is in 
a great darkness, prohibiting all communion with 
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Christ; there is no union on which to base it. For the 
Christian, the darkness which inhibits communion 
does not necessarily mean walking in open public 
sin, rebellion or rampant backsliding. Walking in the 
darkness can be: excusing our sin, minimising our 
transgression, thinking it a light matter, attempting to 
hide in the shadows away from the all-seeing holy eye 
of God, exalting yourself more highly than you ought 
to, and deluding yourself into thinking you are more 
profitable than you are; all these can be described 
as, “we lie, and do not the truth”. Nurturing sin and 
neglecting mortification block out the Light of Christ’s 
holiness and therefore are an impassable barrier to 
communion with Him.  

4) To maintain communion with Christ we must 
walk in the light (v.7)
This is the polar opposite of the above. It is an active, 
premeditated disposition to continually “walk in the 
light, as he is in the light”. The essence of walking in 
the light is imitation of Jesus Christ, the One whom 
you desire to have fellowship with. “But as he which 
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation” (1 Peter 1:15). John himself confirms the 
necessity of this imitative walk: “He that saith he abideth 
in him ought himself so to walk, even as he walked.” (1 
John 2:6) The promise to those who walk in the light, 
who actively cultivate Christlike living, is “fellowship one 
with another”. In the context, the essence of imitation is 
holiness and hatred of sin, just as Christ is and does. The 
believer who walks the most holy, sin-hating life, will 
enjoy the closest communion with Christ.

5) To maintain communion with Christ we must 
confess our sins (vv.8,9)
True confession of sin brings forgiveness and cleansing, 
which throws open the door to knowing communion 
with Christ. Forgiveness points to the guilt of sin being 
pardoned, while cleansing speaks of the defilement 
of sin being removed. Unconfessed sin renders the 
Christian like the psalmist in Psalm 32, when his bones 
waxed old and he roared all day long, because he kept 
silent (v.3) There can be no koinonia, no fellowship or 
communion with Christ, unless we first have union 

with Him through the forgiveness and cleansing of our 
sins, and unless we are regenerate. Likewise, the saved 
sinner cannot enjoy communion unless he continually 
repents. Of course, the believer can never lose the initial 
forgiveness and cleansing that took place once and for 
all at the time of regeneration, when he was brought 
into union with Christ, but he can most certainly and 
disastrously lose communion with Christ through a 
lack of continual repentance. The promise of restored 
communion in verse 9 should be impetus enough for 
us to engage in this painful but necessary work.

6) To maintain communion with Christ we must be 
exercised in the Word of God (v.3)
We only know of fellowship or communion with Christ 
because it has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit 
in Scripture. John says: “That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us” (v.3) John declares the necessity 
of, and the way to maintain, communion with Christ: 
in His own Word. Therefore the believer must be daily 
and constantly exercised therein.

Christ is the Word. Christ is in His Word. We will 
therefore find Him where He is to be found, and 
nowhere else. Christian fellowship can only be such 
when it is a fellowship centred entirely on declaring, 
discussing and elucidating the Person and Work of 
Jesus Christ as declared in His Word.

One of the aspects of the Greek word koinonia 
is having an active relationship. The absence of 
physical activity will bring poor bodily health and 
atrophy in muscle tissue. Similarly, if the Christian 
does not spiritually exercise and maintain this active 
relationship of being in communion with Christ, then 
the relationship, from our perspective, will slowly 
wither. Be exercised in the Word of Christ!

Conclusion
J.C. Ryle in his Practical Religion comments: “Union 
[with Christ] is the bud, but communion is the flower: 
union is the babe, but communion is the strong man. He 
that has union with Christ does well; but he that enjoys 
communion with Him does far better....The grand secret 
of communion with Christ is to be continually ‘living the 
life of faith in Him’, and drawing out of Him every hour 
the supply that every hour requires.”

Maintaining a beautiful fragrant flower bed requires 
much back-breaking labour, but brings rewards that 
are pleasant to the senses. Maintaining communion 
with Christ is not a passive endeavour, or one devoid 
of effort. It requires our active and dedicated attention 
if we ever hope to be able to declare with the beloved 
apostle, “truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.”

“Maintaining 
communion with 
Christ is not a passive 
endeavour, or one 
devoid of effort.”
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There has been a great emphasis on evangelising 
children, which has led to the neglect of this 
important age group (besides the elderly). The 

church has activities, but what about the mind? The 
teenager, if parents have not neglected their family 
duty to God, has been trained up “in the way he should 
go” (Prov. 22:6), but this is no guarantee that this is 
the way that he shall go. There are prodigal sons and 
prodigal daughters, but no hopeless cases according to 
Christ’s teaching in Luke 15 – the door must always be 
left open.

New Environments
Around seventeen years of age, the teenager will be 
introduced to new environments; namely, higher 
education or the workplace. Now all that they have 
been taught will be tested in their own personal 
experience; they will no longer be sheltered, nor can 
they remain children dominated by their parents for 
the rest of their lives. This is now the age when self-
consciousness, self-image and identity reach a peak 
unknown before. It is the age of exploration and 
‘awkwardness’, as they try to handle new situations by 
themselves. They will see changes in themselves and 
reactions from others.

Often the pressure of unrealistic expectations from 
others can lead to depression. Sometimes teenagers 
are called ‘rebellious’, but this is often because 
they have a mind independently expressing itself, 
independent from parents and man-made traditions, 
but not necessarily contradicting Scripture. They have 
questions, such as, “Who am I? What am I going to do 
with my life? How can I find happiness?” They should 
also ask, “Where did I come from? Where am I going 
to?”

The Discouraged Teenager
There are two areas where teenagers may need 
particular encouragement:

What about a lack of self-confidence?
The simple (but unreliable) answer for many teenagers 
is to depend upon someone or something else. As social 
media have enabled us to ‘keep up connections’, they 
have also made us aware of ‘keeping up appearances’. 

Is your confidence boosted by ‘likes’ on Facebook 
or Instagram? Do you sit by your phone waiting for 
notifications on a carefully-edited filtered photo you 
have put up?

Teenagers have unique pressures as they become 
increasingly aware of self-image – the urge to edit 
and present a ‘perfect’ life on social media can be all-
consuming. And, as the ‘likes’ pour in, the confidence 
can soar. But the day comes when the validation isn’t 
there – a photo or status carefully crafted receives less 
attention than expected and the confidence dips. And 
so the questioning starts: Am I witty enough? Clever 
enough? Pretty enough? Handsome enough? Just 
simply...enough?

All teenagers, in one way, shape or form, will soon 
experience failure. This is always a threat to self-image. 
But the Lord accepts teenagers as they are, sinners (is 
there any other kind of person?), and doesn’t care what 
other people think of them or even what they think 
of themselves. Many ‘poor and needy’ ones have cast 
themselves and their cares (anxieties) and burdens 
(pressures) upon Him, and He has sustained those 
who trust themselves to Him. The lonely find a Friend 
in Christ, who will never leave them nor forsake them. 
What matters is, “What think ye of Christ?” (Matt. 
22:42), not “What think ye of yourself”. He is worthy of 
your trust amidst all your feelings of anxiety, insecurity 
and inadequacy. It does not matter what you look like 
or who you feel you are in yourself, but it does matter 
how you look at Him. What do you see in Christ?

What about a lack of love?
Many teenagers look for romance. They want the fairy 
tale: the handsome or beautiful man or woman who 
sweeps in and assures them that they’ll always be with 
them. They want what the world wants them to want 
– a superficial relationship that is built on their own 
feelings and emotions and makes no room for Christ. 
The emphasis is on the outward appearance and not on 
the heart. Perhaps the teenager has come from a small 
church where there are not very many young people. 
All of a sudden there are many new young people, but 
“love not the world” (1 John 2:15)!

Relationships must be a matter for prayer and 
discernment for the young person. Christ must be at 
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the centre. He must be our “first love” (Rev. 2:4). As 
Samuel Rutherford will confirm, the relationship 
between Christ and His church is a story of love – 
mutual love. And it is the only story in which both truly 
‘live happily ever after’. Prioritise a relationship with 
Christ and all the other things will be added to you.

The Puzzled Teenager
There are two things which teenagers may find 
puzzling:

What about when plans fail and the pleasure they 
promised themselves evaporates?
We live in an age when seeking pleasure is a priority, 
especially immediate pleasure. As Solomon said, there 
is nothing new under the sun. He spent his life chasing 
pleasure after pleasure, but reached a point where he 
could say “all is vanity [empty].” (Ecc. 1:2) As one of 
the greatest kings in history, he had everything and 
yet found that he had nothing without Christ. It was 
this that led him to urge others, “Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth” (12:1).

Delayed gratification is not popular in today’s 
society: “Passion wants everything now”, says Bunyan. 
The custom is to go from one pleasure to another, like 
Solomon, but because pleasure doesn’t last long, a 
replacement has to be sought. The Bible acknowledges 
“the pleasures of sin” (Heb. 11:25), which is why sin 
is committed, but there are sad consequences which 
do not need to be spelled out. People and places can 
be pains and not pleasures. Moreover, conviction of 
sin and failure can be painful. But we must always 
remember that we are not saved or accepted by the 
amount of our works, good or bad, but by trust or faith 
in Christ. This is always the Way out and the Way back 
(John 14:6).

Christ is the same always. He is the one Delight who 
is unchangeable. Augustine (who was wayward as a 
youth) later said, “It is foolish to base your happiness on 
that which can be lost.” This is learned by experience, 
that everything here shall pass away, but He abides 
ever.

What about attending a church away from home?
Although given sound teaching, the teenager, on moving 
away, may encounter a real temptation to follow other 
young people and go to the congregation that they go 
to. It is natural to follow the crowd, but hardly spiritual. 
Ask yourself what is driving you to this new church? Are 
you tempted to go there by the sensationalism there, 
the activities and the crowds? Sadly, we live in an age 
where the true church is very small and the temptation 
is to use worldly means to bring in the world. From the 
outside, this looks like success, as young people flock 

and professing Christians come in their droves to the 
Lord’s table unexamined. “All that glitters is not gold.”

You might perhaps look at your own church in 
comparison and be discouraged because of a lack of 
active young people. But, ask yourself what you are 
prioritising. The question is, Is your soul being fed 
with the Bread of Life, and the whole counsel of God 
(John 6:35; Acts 20:27)? Is it Christ-centred preaching, 
a Christ who actually saves and does not just make it 
possible to be saved if you fulfil certain conditions? If 
you are to be saved it must be by faith alone, a faith 
which must grow. Is there doctrine which is applied 
to your experience? These are questions to consider 
whether this is an appropriate church for you.

Concluding Thought
Teenagers may experience a sense of shame, insecurity 
and inferiority, especially in comparing themselves to 
others. They think that no-one understands them and 
that they are on their own as they step into independent 
living. There is a kind of excitement in this, but also 
pangs of insecurity (which they hide from others). It 
would help the person to know that God understands 
him or her.

The Prodigal left home because his new and 
developed thoughts didn’t fit in with the world around 
him. However, when he later returned, disillusioned by 
his exploration of the world, he realised that the Father 
had understood him all along. And although in one 
sense his world-quest had failed, he returned a better 
man, having seen the world for what it is – a delusion 
for those who seek happiness from it. We need to be 
patient with the teenager’s mistakes, just as a good 
teacher is with learners. No teenager is perfect, and no 
adult either. The teenager can be far off, but the Father 
can still run to meet him (Luke 15:20).

But, remember that life is not over yet. It is how 
you finish that matters. Adopt a plan and stick to it. 
The plan of God for life is the best – with Christ you 
have the best Friend, the best Wisdom and the best 
Help. Remember He also was misunderstood, He also 
experienced loneliness, a loneliness none of us can 
fathom, as He walked to the cross. And He also invites 
you to a relationship with Himself. So then, “Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.”

“Christ is the same 
always. He is the 
one Delight who
is unchangeable.”



(Bannatyne [1849-1920] was Free Church minister at 
Coulter, Lanarkshire. He remained in the Free Church 
at the Union of 1900 and became Professor of Church 
History & Principles in the Free Church College in 1905. 
This is his Closing Address as Moderator of the 1906 
General Assembly. It has been lightly edited.)

We could not disguise, even if we wished to do 
so, that our lot is cast in a cloudy and dark 
day. The signs of the times are ominous and 

likely to become more so. Among these none have had 
greater attention recently than the widespread and 
increasing indifference to public worship. And as such 
an evil is apt to prove contagious, it is obviously very 
necessary to keep before the minds of our people the 
solemn principles, the deep foundations, on which 
the public and united worship of God rests. We read 
in Hebrews 10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is”; it 
is therefore a commanded duty. To the fulfilment of 
this duty a gracious promise is attached in the Old 
Testament form, “in all places where I record my name 
I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee” (Exod. 
20:24), and the familiar words in the New Testament 
run, “where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:20) If 
blessing, then, is specially to be looked for in connection 
with the congregations of the Lord’s people, we have a 
very convincing argument for its observance.

Prince and Saviour
There is something seemly 
and becoming the Divine 
Majesty that blessing 
should be thus sought. A 
personage in high official 
station has his chambers 
or hall in which he gives 
audience. The monarch 
has his court, in which 
when approaching his 
presence due form must be 
observed. How reasonable, 
therefore, that there should be formal recognition of a 
propriety involved in the very nature of things, when 
we approach Him who is “higher than the highest” 

(Ecc. 5:8), pay special homage to His excellent majesty 
and seek largesse from His exhaustless bounty. He, 
whom we worship, is thus recognised to be a Prince as 
well as a Saviour.

Nowhere has this truth received fuller recognition 
than in our native land. It was in connection with the 
conventicles of old that not a few of those incidents 
occurred which form a chapter that impresses itself 
ineradicably on the minds of Scottish Presbyterians. 
How often have we found one and another of our fellow-
countrymen, after visiting a land so much resembling 
our own as the colony of New Zealand, and admiring its 
noble mountains and lakes, as only natives of the land 
of the mountain and the flood could appreciate them, 
yet confessing to have experienced the absence of a 
hallowing influence which no majesty of proportion in 
mountain range, beauty of outline, or purity of snow-
clad peak could compensate. There were no graves 
of the martyrs, said the returning travellers, such as 
in time-honoured and expressive phrase “flower the 
moors and mountains of Scotland.” No green recess, 
where at the peril of liberty and life they had assembled 
to whom the will of the King of Heaven was above all 
other law, flanked by the guardian hills, the crags of 
which re-echoed their praise of the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, who had of old “in Salem His leafy covert, in 
Zion His rocky den,” and from the tops of which the 
sentinels within earshot of the preacher had in those 
sad, but heroic days kept watch on the movements of 
the enemy.

Innovations in Worship
It is certainly not in a country where the very features of 
the landscape are consecrated into memorials of how 
fully this duty was recognised and how unflinchingly it 
was implemented, we would expect that there should 
be any tendency to suffer the obligation of public 
worship to fall into disuse. Such disregard is certainly 
a strange comment on the talk that we have all been 
so familiar with for years, about brighter services 
and the advantages of innovating on Presbyterian 
worship. Seldom, I think, has the folly of such devices 
been written in more legible characters than over the 
anticipations of their advocates.

When the attempt was made to introduce 
instrumental music into the Presbyterian Church 
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on the other side of the border, I find that one of 
the speakers in a Synodical debate that took place 
exactly fifty years ago declared: “It is urged that 
the introduction of an organ will increase the 
congregation. It will attract people to the sanctuary. 
But are we entitled to use any expedient which 
promises to bring people to our churches? If an organ 
fails to fill them, are we to set up beautiful altar-
pieces? Are we to decorate the walls with paintings 
and statues? Are we to get up stately processions? 
And when these fail, shall we, with the Friars of old, 
institute sacred plays and mysteries, and gather a 
crowd to our Sunday pantomime?...”

One is almost afraid to quote these remarks, for, 
however strong the arguments when they were 
spoken, nowadays in certain quarters they might 
probably be regarded as affording good practical 
hints of additional expedients by which the dose 
of innovations, as its potency diminished, might be 
increased with successful results. But note what 
follows. “It is to be feared, however, that those who 
are brought to the church by the organ will seldom be 
detained by the preacher; and expedients of this kind, 
even if they should subserve a temporary purpose, 
can, in the long run, only bring contempt on religion 
and its ordinances.” These words of Dr Hamilton show 
how clearly was understood the true nature of this 
dangerous course of departure from the simplicity of 
the established form of Presbyterian worship.

Comprehensive Principle
Nothing can be clearer than the views held by the 
church of the Disruption in regard to the worship of 
God. Proof abounds on every hand. But it is enough 
to recall the statement of Dr Cunningham [William 
Cunningham, latterly Principal of New College, 
Edinburgh] in an essay originally published the year 
before his lamented death. In language that reminds 
us of the remark of the worthy elder, who, when the 
baldness of Presbyterian worship was spoken on at 
length, retorted, “If it be bald you will never improve 
it by putting on it a prelatic [referring to a bishop or 
other high-ranking episcopalian clergyman] wig”, Dr 
Cunningham says:

“Men, under the pretence of curing the defects and 
shortcomings, the nakedness and bareness, attaching to 
ecclesiastical arrangements as set before us in the New 
Testament, have been constantly proposing innovations 
and improvements in government and worship. The 
question is, How ought these proposals to have been 
received? Our answer is, There is a great general 
scriptural principle which shuts them all out. We refuse 
even to enter into the consideration of what is alleged 
in support of them. It is enough for us that they have 
no positive sanction from Scripture. On this ground we 
refuse to admit them, and where they have crept in we 
insist upon their being turned out, although, upon this 
latter point, Calvin, with his usual magnanimity, was 
always willing to have a reasonable regard to times and 
circumstances, and to the weaknesses and infirmities 
of the parties concerned. This is really all that we have 
to do with the mass of trumpery that has been brought 
under discussion in connection with these subjects. 
We find plainly enough indicated in Scripture a great 
comprehensive principle, suited to the dignity and 
importance of the great subject to which it relates, the 
right administration of the Church of Christ, a principle 
‘majestic in its own simplicity’. We apply this principle 
to the mass of paltry stuff that has been devised for the 
purpose of improving and adorning the church, and 
thereby we sweep it all away. This is all that we have to 
do with these small matters.”

And again:
“This is plainly the true state of the case; and 

yet attempts are constantly made, and not wholly 
without success, to represent these small matters, 
and the discussions to which they have given rise, as 
distinctively characteristic of English Puritans and 
Scottish Presbyterians; whereas, in all their intrinsic 
littleness and paltriness, they are really characteristic 
only of those who contend for introducing or retaining 
them.”

Uniformity of Practice
It is the great Scriptural principle thus stated to which 
our Church seeks to stand true. In doing so, I trust, we 
shall ever act with a reasonable consideration for all 
the circumstances of the case. We are certainly called to 
bear in mind that those innovations in worship against 
which our church has felt called upon specially to set 
her face, were, prior to 1900, for some years in general 
use, however irregular and unconstitutional their 
introduction was, and that they were not the issues on 
which that conflict turned. Hence, obviously, the grounds 
of our position as a Church must be carefully explained, 
and reasonable opportunity given for adjustment of 
method, so that uniformity of practice may be brought 
about in the best way – by persuasion. Indeed, it would 

“It is the great 
Scriptural principle 
thus stated to which 
our Church seeks to 
stand true.”
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be highly ungrateful were we not to recognise the loyalty 
with which most of those concerned have accepted the 
pronouncement of the last Assembly on this important 
matter. And I am persuaded that instead of being 
detrimental to the stability and even the increase of our 
church, the position taken up by her will be found to 
exercise a solidifying and even an attractive influence, 
and that unflinching adherence to sound principle will 
prove in this, as in other respects, the best policy. Those 
who are accustomed to our simple Scriptural worship, 
with its grave sweet melodies, will not readily exchange 
it for a shallow and ever-changing hymnology set to 
tunes in which:

“Light quirks of music, broken and uneven,
  Make the soul dance upon a jig to Heav’n.”
I was much impressed by an account given me, now 

many years ago, by a gentleman of high standing in 
the commercial world regarding his own experience 
in this connection – a testimony rendered all the more 
remarkable that so far from sympathising with, he 
was distinctly opposed to, the general policy of the 
constitutional party. Having on business matters to 
make a sojourn extending over some months in one 
of the large American cities (New York I think) he felt 
a growing distaste at the mode in which the Service 
of Praise was conducted in the Presbyterian Churches 
he at first attended, till to his great delight, though 
not without considerable trouble, he discovered an 
out-of-the-way church in which the Scottish version 
of the Psalms formed the staple of the praise. Nor 
does it seem unreasonable to regard the constant 
change so characteristic of modern hymnology, and in 
such remarkable contrast to the place of prominence 
maintained for so many ages by the Psalter, as indicating 
a secret sense of dissatisfaction and disappointment 
felt by those who use such compositions, and to 
conclude that the main ground of such disappointment 
arises from the very nature of the task the hymn 
writers attempted.

Inspired Materials
It is long since this view was broached. Dr Samuel 
Johnson [a famous English writer of the eighteenth 
century], in what is regarded as one of his most 
interesting and valuable works, the “Lives of the Poets”, 
does not hesitate to advance the proposition “that 
poetical devotion cannot often please”, and supports the 
theory by arguments well worthy of consideration. For 
instance he says, “The essence of poetry is invention; 
such invention as, by producing something unexpected, 
surprises and delights. The topics of devotion are few, 
and being few are universally known; but few as they 
are, they can be made no more; they can receive no grace 
from novelty of sentiment, and very little from novelty 

of expression. Poetry pleases by exhibiting an idea more 
grateful to the mind than things themselves afford. This 
effect proceeds from the display of those parts of nature 
which attract, and the concealment of those parts which 
repel, the imagination: but religion must be shown as 
it is, suppression and addition equally corrupt it, and 
such as it is, it is known already.” And once more, “Of 
sentiments purely religious, it will be found that the 
most simple expression is the most sublime. Poetry 
loses its lustre and its power, because it is applied to the 
decoration of something more excellent than itself.”

Such and similar considerations, more easy to 
despise and misrepresent than meet and adequately 
confute, may well impress on the mind that to 
compose the high praises of Jehovah is too arduous 
an undertaking for the human mind to enter on 
except under the immediate guidance of inspiration. 
It is clear that God alone can supply us with material 
worthy to be addressed to Himself when we reflect 
that, as the writer from whom I have been quoting 
puts it, “Whatever is great, desirable, or tremendous, 
is comprised in the name of the Supreme Being.” And 
when we seek to realise further that in our praise of 
Him we, the daily, hourly, momentary dependents on 
His power for all we have, and are, seek to obey the 
command, “Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name” (Ps. 96:8), we may, in a position so unique, in a 
service so lofty, congratulate ourselves that we belong 
to a Church which refuses to adopt other method 
and material than God in His tender compassion for 
human frailty has condescended to supply, through 
the ministry of that Divine Spirit, who “searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God.” (1 Cor. 2:10)

Disruption Ground
But whether we are likely on these, or other grounds, 
to see in our day a more or less general disposition 
to restore the Psalter to its ancient and honoured 
place in the services of the sanctuary, among the 
many inconsistencies in the religious world, few 
are so grotesque as that between the much vaunted 
yearnings after unity, and the essentially sectarian 
nature of the Hymnary contrasted with the catholicity 
of the discarded Psalter. What pleases the evangelical 
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Arminian is not likely to be appreciated by the man of 
Ritualistic tendencies. No doubt the attempt may be 
made, and indeed has been made, to gather materials 
from every quarter, with the result that, as was wittily 
said some years ago in the Assembly, while of old they 
refused to sing the songs of Zion by the streams of 
Babel, now they sing the songs of Babylon in Zion. Nor 
is it difficult to fore-cast the inevitable result. Even had 
the Confession of Faith a more assured place than it is 
likely to have, the potency of the songs over the laws of 
a country will be found to assert itself.

Therefore, I think our Church has been well 
guided in this as in other respects, to take its stand 
on Disruption ground. Our position in this matter is 
further vindicated, not only because in adopting it 
we place ourselves in our worship under the broad 
shield of a Scriptural principle, which of course is the 
supreme justification of our attitude, but also because 
we thereby respond to what is not the least noble 
aspiration of not a few of those who stood true and 
firm in the darkest hour of our recent experience – 
an aspiration and appeal for which better expression 
cannot be found than is supplied by Dr Alexander 
Munro of Manchester’s speech in the debate to which 
I have already referred. For though spoken half-a-
century ago the cause is the same, and the heart under 
the influence of those principles and associations 
which have made the Presbyterian Church what it has 
been as a witness for the truth as it is in Jesus, still beats 
with the fervid desire that led him to exclaim, “Spare, 
I implore you, the tie that binds us to our ancestors. 
A common worship, in form as well as in substance, 
is, indeed, a golden chain running down through our 
glorious history: why sever its links? Why detach us, in 
this respect, from those whose hearts were enlarged 
by such worship in the sanctuary below, and whose 
souls have now gone into the sanctuary above, to sing 
the song of Moses and of the Lamb?”

Pure Worship
At the risk of being charged with revealing a liturgical 
tendency, I cannot forbear expressing the wish that 
I could inscribe on the heart of each of our members 
the sublime words with which he wound up that 
remarkable debate, that there might rise every morning 
and evening from every home within our borders, the 
prayer for the Church of our Fathers through the years 
that are to come, “Lord of the angels that sang glory 
and peace above the plains of Bethlehem! King of the 
Cherubim that soar and sing around the eternal throne, 
save us from all unsteadfastness and error; preserve 
our principles unperverted, our government unbroken, 
our worship unstained – sublime in its simplicity – 
our speech and our preaching pure, brave, faithful, as 

in those days when our church hung the white banner 
of Gospel liberty from the cliffs of our mountains, and 
flung the light of truth, instruction and wisdom down 
into our most secluded valleys and our darkest dells.” 
Such pleadings at the throne of grace ought not to be 
ignored by us, for we may rest assured it can only be 
by the fulfilment of the promise, “Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” (Zech. 
4:6) that our church can realise such aspirations.

Do not these aspirations, in contrast with the voices 
which we hear on every side, accounting for what is 
unsatisfactory in the matter of attendance on public 
ordinances, sound like an echo from another world? 
For how seldom do we hear the desire that principles 
may be kept unperverted and worship preserved pure, 
sublime in its simplicity, and the truth faithfully and 
fearlessly preached as in the days of old. If this be so, 
we are surely justified in surmising that the decadence 
complained of may be accounted for, first by the absence 
of these elements, and further by the presence of the 
very opposite. There is no doubt a falling temperature in 
the religious world, but this is largely caused by the chill 
and baleful shadow cast on the hearts and consciences 
of men by the promulgation in so many quarters of 
views derogatory to the authority of Holy Scripture, by 
the uncertain sound that is given regarding the great 
verities of the Gospel, by the cowardly and unfaithful 
reticence that is too often maintained in regard to the 
final destiny of impenitent and unbelieving men, by 
vague and misty speculations, so foreign to the essential 
conception of Gospel preaching, which is nothing less 
than the authoritative declaration of the mind and will 
of God contained in Holy Scripture for the salvation of 
men. If it be true that the keynote of vital godliness is 
struck in the conscience, these considerations go far to 
account for the widespread indifference.

Consistent Calvinism
To these may be added the extraordinary apathy in 
regard to, or rather aversion from the presentation 
of truth as a coherent and homogeneous system, 
which leads men not merely to involve themselves 
in contradictions but to pride themselves on their 
inconsistency as though it implied mental profundity 
and candour in dealing with Scripture, instead of 
arguing rather a meagre and superficial acquaintance 

“There is no doubt a 
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with its contents. That a church with a Calvinistic 
creed should suffer itself to become for variety of 
Doctrinal contents a sort of Noah’s Ark, is fitted to 
act most unfavourably on the public mind. For, as Dr 
Hill [George Hill, Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland in 1789 and later Principal 
of St Mary’s College, St Andrews] well remarked 
regarding that system, quoting Dr Shipling, “there 
is not much meaning in talking of a ‘moderate and a 
milder Calvinism.’ I agree with him also in thinking, 
that ‘Calvinism resembles a machine so modelled and 
constructed, that if any one wheel, or any one peg, 
were taken away, the whole would fall in pieces’, so I 
profess to be a consistent Calvinist.” Surely sincerity 
is what we are entitled to demand from those who 
attempt to deal with their fellow men regarding their 
eternal interests. But if there is plain and palpable 
inconsistency between a man’s teaching and the creed 
of the church whose bread he eats, if he is convicted of 
breach of trust in earthly things, of which all men can 
judge, it is hard to see why he should demand credence 
when he speaks of heavenly things.

Suppose a professed navigator were to run me ashore 
on a mudbank at the mouth of the Clyde, or suppose he 
were to treat as of no moment the blunder of one he 
placed in charge – taking the Heads of Ayr for the Mull 
of Kintyre, the Sound of Jura for that of Kerrera – would 
I select him as my pilot through intricate channels and 
seas forlorn to the spicy islands of a distant zone, no 
matter how many brass buttons glittered on his coat 
or how broad the gold-lace on cap or cuff? Similarly, 
titles ecclesiastical and academic notwithstanding, 
those whose efforts and achievements are to reduce 
doctrine to the level of mere opinion, to treat inspired 
writings with the same freedom as uninspired, and 
welcome as accredited teachers, men whose views 
are irreconcilably divergent from their own and from 
one another, the robust common-sense of the popular 
mind will not suffer it long to accept as safe guides, or 
any guides at all, in regard to the realities of the unseen 
world, the destinies of the immortal spirit, and the dark 
passage between time and eternity, where mistake can 
be made but once.

Advance of Popery
The truth is, if the country is not to fall away from 
the profession of Christianity altogether, it must be 
rapidly ripening for some great religious change, or 
rather religious revolution. Nor is it difficult to forecast 
what form that change will take. The wide prevalence 
of Rationalism must not blind us to the fact that the 
menace comes from another quarter. It was a profound 
saying of Dr Cunningham, when speaking of “Essays 
and Reviews” [a broad church volume of essays on 

Christianity published in 1860], he remarked: “No 
school of infidelity had exercised influence over more 
than a generation, while Popery had swayed men’s 
minds for fifteen centuries, because it appealed to 
the deepest principles of human nature.” Many of 
our most trusted spiritual guides fully anticipated 
the ascendancy of Popery in Britain for a period. Its 
advance has been stealthy and unceasing, and now it 
has obtained an accession to its ranks from the Royal 
House itself [a reference to the conversion to Rome 
in March 1906 of Victoria Eugenie of Battenberg, a 
granddaughter of Queen Victoria]. The apathy with 
which so ominous an event has been received, the 
reserve maintained in regard to such remonstrances 
as are alleged to have been made, and the meagre 
character of the information doled out by the public 
Press, conspire to show the alarming extent to which 
our liberty, as well as our Protestantism, is being 
undermined and with what immunity the process may 
be carried out on a greater scale in the future.

All this but accentuates our duty as a Church and as 
individuals. Let us hold fast our principles. Let us resist 
all encroachment on the bulwarks cast around our 
country’s Faith, especially when these are obviously 
threatened – the Coronation Oath, the Revolution 
Settlement, and the Act of Security, on which serious 
inroads were so recently made. Voluntaryism [the 
principle of supporting churches, schools and other 
institutions by voluntary contributions rather than 
state funds] is a poor defence against Popery. We have 
eminent authority for saying that on such principles 
the Reformation would never have been attained, and 
we may well believe on such principles it cannot be 
maintained. Neither will doctrinal laxity avail to arrest 
the advance of Popery, for that leads to Rationalism; 
and Pilate and Herod are ever ready to become friends 
over the rejection of Scripture truth. It has been 
remarked by Lowth, “that there is less distance than 
is thought between scepticism and Popery; and that 
a mind wearied with perpetual doubt, willingly seeks 
repose in the bosom of an infallible church.”

Crown and Covenant
But if the night cometh, so also the morning, and 
we cannot but believe in this old land of so many 
martyr memories, whence so many fervent prayers 
have ascended, where have been so many faithful 
contendings for Christ, His Crown and Covenant 
(however it may be for a season), that the words of the 
old Hebrew Psalm shall yet be conspicuously realised:

“But judgment unto righteousness
shall yet return again;

And all shall follow after it
that are right-hearted-men.” (94:15, metrical)
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TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY.
 

The Loyal & Dutiful Address of the General Assembly 
of the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing).

May it please Your Majesty.
We, the Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of 

Scotland (Continuing) met in General Assembly this 6th 
day of October 2020 by electronic conference, humbly 
desire to express to Your Majesty our continuing 
loyalty to Your Majesty’s person and throne.

It is with much thankfulness to God that we record 
His care of Your Majesty over the sixty-eight years of 
your reign. Throughout that long period Your Majesty 
has been preserved in your many journeys and in the 
myriad of duties which have fallen to your hand. In all 
of these Your Majesty has set an example of dedication 
and commitment which have more than fulfilled the 
promises Your Majesty gave your people at the start of 
your reign and which have set the highest of standards 
for others to follow. While we admire Your Majesty’s 
continued ability to perform public duties we welcome 
the increasing share of these being performed by the 
Earl and Countess of Strathearn and other younger 
members of the Royal family. We are glad too that it 
was found possible to reach an amicable settlement 
with the Earl and Countess of Dumbarton on their 
decision to step back from these duties.

At a time of confusion in many parts of the world 
we rejoice in the continuing stability of Your Majesty’s 
throne. It is a stability undergirded by Christian values, 
going back many centuries, and, won at no little cost. 
Many of these values have their origin in the great 
Reformation which swept Europe in the sixteenth 
century. In our own day, evidence is not lacking that 
these values are coming under increasing threat 
and we would commend to Your Majesty the need 
to safeguard them as a precious heritage. We are 
particularly mindful of Your Majesty’s pledge at your 
Coronation to maintain to the utmost of your power in 
the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed religion 
established by law. As heirs to the Reformation 
heritage, we hold to the establishment principle 
which teaches the distinctive yet inter-dependent 
responsibilities of church and state under God. The 
church recognises the duty of the state to promote the 
public good and it is in this capacity that Your Majesty 

and indeed Your Majesty’s Government are regularly 
remembered in our acts of worship. By the same token 
the church looks to the state to recognise the material 
needs of the church and to provide the conditions to 
promote the propagation of the Gospel. Ideally the two 
co-exist as a partnership in which each recognises the 
distinctive responsibilities of the other but recognises 
too the duty of interacting with the other in a way 
which promotes the overall good.

Over the past number of months, life in our 
land and indeed throughout the world has been 
overshadowed by the coronavirus. With so many 
others we grieve at the heavy loss of life and the 
distress that has been brought to many households. 
We are thankful for the dedicated staff of the National 
Health Service and others who have stood in the front 
line, often at much risk to themselves. We salute too 
the community spirit which has manifested itself in 
so many ways during this crisis, and has played such 
a part in keeping the fabric of our society together. 
We are thankful that the lockdown had the effect of 
controlling the spread of the virus, enabling the NHS 
to cope and reducing the number of deaths. We are 
concerned that across our land the number of cases 
of new infections has begun to increase again but we 
are thankful, however, that the number of deaths has 
hitherto remained low.

As churches we are concerned that the two metres 
social distancing rule creates difficulties for many 
churches in gathering as does the recommended limit 
of fifty attending. Further we are troubled that the 
singing of praise which is a vital part of the worship of 
God is discouraged. We pray that soon the restrictions 
upon churches will be raised allowing for the normal 
worship of God which is so important for the salvation 
of the individual and the health of the nation.

Such events as this pestilence are, thankfully, rare 
in our day, but in former times they prompted enquiry 
as to why God in his Providence had allowed them to 
happen. This in turn prompted a spirit of prayer, of 
confession, and of repentance before God. It is obvious 
to us that the Lord’s judgment rests upon our land and 
our generation. We would submit that in this present 
crisis we as a nation need to humble ourselves before 
Almighty God. We recall that at a critical time in the 
Second World War Your Majesty’s late father, King 
George VI, called for a national Day of Prayer. We 
would respectfully suggest that Your Majesty follow 
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his excellent example. When the prophet Jonah warned 
Nineveh of the coming judgment of God, the king called 
for repentance and prayer and the response was such 
that we read in the Scriptures, “God saw their works, 
that they turned from their evil way; and God repented 
of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; 
and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10).

We continue to deplore the persecution of Christians 
in other parts of the world; sadly, even in some 
Commonwealth countries. We look to Your Majesty’s 
Government to uphold the rights of Christians in these 

lands and to do all in their power to prevent further 
persecution.

May the blessing of Almighty God rest upon Your 
Majesty, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and 
Duchess of Rothesay, Their Royal Highnesses the Earl 
and Countess of Strathearn and all other members of 
the Royal Family.

So pray Your Majesty’s most loyal subjects, the 
Ministers and Elders of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) in General Assembly convened.

Church website, and the Acts & Proceedings of the 
Assembly will be uploaded in due course, D.V.)

Tuesday
1. Assembly Arrangements Committee
The Committee’s Report was presented by the Convener, 
Mr Glenn Fraser (Elder, Inverness). It had been hoped 
that the Assembly would be able to resume its meeting 
physically in Inverness, but sadly this expectation was 
not realised, and the highest court of the Church had to 
continue its business by electronic conference. Much 
preparatory work had been undertaken to acquire 
various technical skills for the hosting of the Assembly, 
and the various administrative committees which 
expedite the Assembly’s business had met early.

The Report thanked the Assembly Clerks and 
Assembly Officers for their duties, and Mr Murdo 
Murray for his secretarial work. It also noted Mr 
Fraser’s retirement from 
organising the catering 
for Committee meetings 
at Westhill, Inverness. 
Mr & Mrs Fraser have 
greatly helped Christ’s 
cause over many years, 
and the General Assembly 
conveyed “their prayerful 
good wishes to him on his 
retiral from this function.”

This year’s General Assembly began – and 
continued – like no other in history. God’s 
inscrutable decree has brought dark clouds upon 

our nation in an unprecedented way. The Covid-19 
plague has not only visited Egypt but knocked upon 
the door of the Israel of God. However, as a Church it 
is necessary for us to continue apace with the work of 
Christ’s kingdom.

Ministers and 
elders exercised their 
commissions to the 2020 
General Assembly via 
electronic conference on 
18th May. The Moderator 
of the 2019 General 
Assembly,  Rev. William 
Macleod (Knightswood), 
having called the Fathers 
and Brethren to worship 
and addressed them from 
James 5:13 (a summary 
of this Address was included in the July Free Church 
Witness), then engaged in prayer and formally 
constituted the General Assembly. After the Assembly 
had dealt with some administrative business, the 
meeting was suspended, to resume on 6th October 
when it would deal with the usual reports from its 
Standing and other Committees. This it duly did, as 
indicated in this account. (The Reports are on the 
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Loyal & Dutiful Address
The draft of this formal Address to the Monarch was 
presented to the General Assembly by the Moderator, 
having been compiled by a Committee composed 
largely of former Moderators. (The text of the Address 
is found on pages 17 & 18 of this issue.) Some of 
the points made this year are noteworthy. First, the 
Address asserts Protestantism and the values of the 
Reformation. Second, it asserts the Establishment 
Principle, which is important to us as heirs of the 
1843 Disruption Free Church. God reigns sovereignly 
over two kingdoms – the ecclesiastical and the civil 
– and has ordained a relationship between them in 
which the Church, amongst other things, prays for 
the government and the government provides the 
conditions for the propagation of the Gospel; neither 
authority is inferior to the other, and neither authority 
is to interfere in the province of the other. Whether 
the Government accepts this biblical principle, which 
is enshrined in Scottish law, we do not know, but in 
this Address the Free Church (Continuing), in the great 
tradition of the Scottish Church, asserts that it is only 
church courts which control Christ’s church.

2. Ecumenical Relations Committee
The Committee’s Report was presented by the 
Convener, Rev. Alasdair Macleod (Knock & Point). It 
begins: “The Committee on Ecumenical Relations is 
responsible for building and maintaining relationships 
between the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and 
like-minded churches and organisations around the 
world.” Our Church is involved with the International 
Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC) and its 
European counterpart (EuCRC), and our membership 
of Affinity continues, with an increased donation of 
£1,000. The Committee refer to our “close informal 
ties” with the Presbyterian Reformed Church (PRC), a 
small North American denomination, the constitutional 
basis of which “would appear to be identical” with our 
own. They appointed Rev. William Macleod to attend 
the Presbytery of the PRC in June, but the trip was 
prevented by the coronavirus outbreak.

There was concern over two matters in the Report, 
and many questions were put to the Convener. The first 
was an Appendix entitled “Free Presbyterian Church 
‘Statement of differences’ (2019) – A Response”. An 
Amendment from Rev. Raymond Kemp (Scalpay), 
seconded by Dr Andrew Naylor (Harris), referred to 
“inappropriate, imprecise or inaccurate statements” in 
the Appendix and asked for a revision to be presented 
to the next General Assembly. This Amendment was 
accepted by the Committee.

The Report also referred to relationships between 
ourselves and the Reformed Presbyterian Church 

of Scotland (RPCoS). 
A meeting between 
representatives of the 
two denominations 
in February proved 
“extremely cordial”, and 
while “a lengthy paper 
urging progress towards 
union” prepared and 
circulated by Rev. K. 
Stewart (RPCoS) was “not 
immediately workable”, 
the Committee thought it 
“may be of help in structuring future discussions.” The 
Committee’s Deliverance asked the General Assembly 
to “commend the sharing of worship and fellowship 
between the people of both Churches wherever 
possible, and, in particular, the practice of inviting 
ministers of each of the Churches to preach in the 
other, and the acceptance of such invitations.”

An Amendment from Rev. David Blunt (North Uist & 
Grimsay), seconded by Mr John Gillies (Elder, Partick), 
wanted the General Assembly to direct the Committee to 
proceed with caution in their discussions with the RPCoS. 
Mr Blunt pointed out that in their Report the Committee 
say, prior to expressing the hope that closer ecumenical 
ties between ourselves and the PRC, “even to the extent 
of union”, may be possible in due course, that the PRC 
“precisely resembles the Free Church (Continuing)” in 
its worship (citing its use of the Authorised Version and 
metrical psalms [the 1650 Scottish Metrical Psalter], and 
women having their heads covered). Yet when it comes 
to the RPCoS, the Committee are not able to speak of 
such a resemblance. He also said that “if ministers swap 
pulpits, we cannot be surprised if people swap pews”, and 
that we should be cultivating loyalty among our young 
people. He concluded: “What is needed in this process is 
an encouragement to the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland to return to a full Biblical and Presbyterian 
practice in its worship.”

The differences in practice and other differences 
were taken up by some of the speakers. In his reply, the 
Convener stated that Bible versions are “probably the 
single most important difference in practice between 
ourselves and the Reformed Presbyterian Church and 
will therefore be one important area of discussion going 
forwards, particularly with regard to our confessional 
commitment to Westminster Confession of Faith I.viii, 
which asserts the providential preservation of the 
Hebrew and Greek text of Scripture, which would 
need to be maintained as part of our constitutional 
heritage. Equally, the Free Church of Scotland has 
never historically or constitutionally been an AV-only 
Church, and the issue of Bible versions alone would 
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not justify declining closer relations.” On a vote being 
taken by the Amendment against the Deliverance, 
the Deliverance was declared carried by a majority. 
A number of ministers and elders dissented from the 
Finding, most of whom gave written reasons.

3. Finance & Sustentation Committee
The Committee’s Report begins: “It is commonplace for 
such reports as these to begin by acknowledging the 
Lord’s goodness through the year that has passed. Often 
difficulties will have been faced during the course of the 
year which have been graciously surmounted by the Lord’s 
help.” In presenting the Report, the Convener, Rev. Murdo 
A.N. Macleod (Snizort), outlined how this was so. Over 
the period of lockdown the Committee were exercised 
by the impact of the Covid restrictions on the finances 
of the denomination, but the monthly flow to Central 
Funds was remarkable. Mr Macleod drew attention to 
the Deliverance whereby the General Assembly “thank 
all Congregational Treasurers and Church Courts for 
managing financial affairs at a congregational level.”

Naturally, there was some impact. Door collections 
were down, and 
consequently the Gift 
Aid reclaimed on these 
collections would be 
reduced. Mr Macleod took 
the General Assembly 
through a set of figures. 
While the total income to 
the denomination was over 
£1 million, an increase of 
£79,000 (8.5%) on 2018, 
this was largely because 
the Tain property (recognition value £90,000) was 
now owned by the General Trustees. Of this £1 million, 
approximately £649,000 (including Gift Aid) was 
remitted to Central Funds. Despite a projected deficit 
for 2019 of over £75,000, there was an actual surplus 
of more than £64,000. This was possible because of a 
legacy of £31,837. Payroll costs consume 90% of all 
Congregational remittances to Central Funds, and in 
2019 these costs amounted to more than £584,000, an 
increase of £23,000. In 2020 the Church availed itself 
of the ‘Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme’, furloughing 
Mr Donald J. Morrison (Home Mission Worker) and Mr 
Donald Robertson (Resident Lay Agent) and reclaiming 
some £12,800 from the Government.

Mr Macleod stressed the importance of members 
and adherents leaving provision for the Church after 
they have passed away, and noted the importance 
of the leaflet Remembering the Church in your Will 
published by the Committee, which should be in the 
hands of all Congregational Treasurers. This leaflet 

includes a particular wording which ensures that any 
legacy given to the Church will not go to a body with a 
similar name to ourselves.

Mr Macleod emphasised some key points: (1) The 
projected deficit in the budget for 2021 was £97,572, 
and with “deficits of this magnitude, we cannot carry 
on for long.” (2) If the projected deficits become real 
deficits, these will weigh us down. (3) The Committee’s 
thankfulness to God “for the sacrificial giving of His 
people, for legacies, and for all the Lord’s providence”, 
yet “it would be reckless to budget on unforeseen 
blessings.” Mr Macleod, recognising that sometimes 
the Committee is viewed as giving too much scrutiny 
to draft budgets, believed that all committees must 
exercise restraint because of our limited resources.

The Committee must have the agreement of the 
General Assembly for a projected deficit. An Amendment 
on the approval of the draft budget was moved by Rev. 
James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath), as Convener of 
the Home & Foreign Missions Committee, to the effect 
that “the draft Budget for 2021 be approved with a 
projected deficit of £97,572 with the proviso that in 
addition they approve a £2,000 Contingency in the 
budget of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee.” Mr 
MacInnes said that the removing from all Committee 
draft budgets of a contingency provision was not a good 
idea in an area like Foreign Missions. The Amendment 
was seconded by Rev. James Haram (Shettleston), Vice-
convener of the Home & Foreign Missions Committee. 
Winding up for the Committee, the Convener spoke 
against the Amendment, specifying why he was 
rejecting it: (1) contingencies in budgets make financial 
planning difficult; (2) the Amendment was “inequitable”, 
because other Committees would not avail themselves 
of contingency; (3) the Finance Committee would 
try to help any Committee whenever necessary. On 
a vote being taken between the Amendment and the 
Deliverance, the Deliverance carried.

4. General Trustees
The Chairman, Mr Maurice Grant (Elder, Edinburgh), 
presented an encouraging Report from the General 
Trustees. The Trustees are responsible in law (both 
civil and ecclesiastical) for managing the assets 
belonging to the denomination, and despite having 
no locus in dealing with day-to-day finance, which 
remains the domain of the Finance & Sustentation 
Committee, the General Trustees have taken on an 
increasingly important role in the denomination’s 
affairs over recent years. Since 2014 the Trustees have 
been involved involved in “steering projects through 
the law agents”; Mr Grant’s linguistic dexterity does not 
really reveal the workload which he and his colleagues 
have undertaken for the denomination.
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Since 2014, the 
Trustees have secured the 
purchase of a number of 
manses for the Free Church 
(Continuing) – Edinburgh, 
Partick, Duthil-Dores, 
North Uist & Grimsay and 
Bracadale – and churches 
in Ayr and Partick. To this 
list may now be added 
(finally) a new manse for 
the Brora Congregation 
(December 2019). The 
Trustees have also nearly 
concluded a funding arrangement for a church building 
for the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation.

The £230,000 loan for the Edinburgh manse has 
been repaid early, to the credit of the Edinburgh 
Congregation and the benefit of the entire 
denomination. Duthil-Dores and North Uist & Grimsay 
have repaid their loans to the mortgage company, and 
a property in Tain now has title in the hands of the 
General Trustees. The Shettleston Congregation have 
secured possession of church and manse, although the 
loan was funded through the Finance & Sustentation 
Committee rather than the Trustees. A number of 
other congregations have property which has been 
locally funded. It is a cause for thankfulness to the 
Lord that the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is 
in possession of property to be used for Christ’s work.

The Trustees are keen to stress that they have 
“facilitated” but not “promoted” congregations 
attaining individual charitable status, which has the 
benefit of exempting them from water and sewerage 
charges but involves a high level of scrutiny from the 
Charity Regulator, for which a congregation bears 
sole responsibility. Some congregations – Partick, 
Knightswood and Stornoway – have opted to avail 
themselves of this benefit and may be able to help any 
other congregation envisaging following the same route.

The General Assembly noted the retiral of Mr Grant, 
who was thanked for “the service that he had given to 
the church over a long number of years.” The Southern 
Presbytery will nominate his replacement. The current 
General Trustees are: Mr Maurice Grant (Southern 
Presbytery), Dr Andrew Naylor (Vice-chairman, 
Outer Hebrides Presbytery), Mr Lindsay McCallum 
(Northern Presbytery), Mr Murdo MacDonald 
(Inverness Presbytery), and Mr Thomas MacInnes 
(Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery).

5. Training of the Ministry Committee
The Convener, Rev. David Fraser (retired), presented 
a short yet comprehensive Report which brought 

encouragement and cause to plead with the Lord. The 
students now in the Free Church Seminary are all from 
overseas, which is challenging for the Committee. The 
students from the USA are making good progress, 
as evident from the Committee’s Report and in the 
Principal’s Report.

Foreign students, with 
their different educational 
systems, standards and 
other variations, create 
some of these challenges. 
Normally, UK students 
are expected to have a 
degree upon entry to the 
Seminary. The Committee 
sought permission from 
the General Assembly that 
students from the Mission 
fields in Spain and France 
and in Sri Lanka could pass through the Seminary 
without degrees, and that when licensed their licence 
would be ‘restricted’, meaning that they could not 
assume pastorates in the UK until they had obtained a 
degree. The financial care of these students rests with 
the Home & Foreign Missions Committee.

The Report is solemn. There are “no home students” 
in the Seminary or entering the Seminary in the near 
future, and Rev. Trevor Kirkland (Ballyclare & Doagh) 
expressed the feeling of many when he said, “we pray 
the Lord of the harvest to raise up students.”

6. Welfare of Youth & Education Committee
This concise yet full Report was presented by the 
Convener, Rev. John Keddie (retired). Mr Keddie 
passionately reinforced what was laid before the 
Assembly in written form. The Report drew particular 
attention to the Committee’s obvious remit in 
promoting biblical knowledge among the young of our 
Church. Few would doubt that this Committee’s Report 
is among the most important to the General Assembly, 
because with our young “is the seedbed of any really 
‘continuing’ Church.”

The General Assembly thanked all “those who 
freely give their time to teach  Sabbath Schools 
throughout the Church”, and noted that this year 
there were 25 entrants for the Sabbath School 
examinations as opposed to 28 the previous year. The 
2019 Bible Class prizewinner was Elizabeth Keddie  
(Duthil-Dores), and the Junior prize was shared by 
Thomas Keddie (Duthil-Dores) and John MacDonald 
(Stornoway). Six children from two congregations 
took part in the Maurine Murchison Memorial Prize 
for Scripture memorisation, and there were 14 young 
people who had received awards in the Shorter 
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Catechism Diploma Scheme: all these were from the 
USA. The General Assembly commended the Scheme 
and encouraged Kirk Sessions and Sabbath School 
Superintendents to continue to promote it.

In order to keep our 
children in the Church, 
the Report drew attention 
to areas for immediate 
action, both within and 
outside the Church: 
(1) “The instruction of 
children at home and the 
accompanying seriousness 
of parents bringing up their 
children in ‘the nurture 
[training] and admonition 
of the Lord’ (Eph. 6:4)”; (2) 

“What education we expose our children to” in all kinds 
of schools, because the state “promotes principles 
and practices and philosophies at odds with a Biblical 
Christian worldview”; (3) “The diligence and vigilance 
of the Church in countering among our children” 
the influences of a wicked world. To aid action, the 
Committee will have a page on the new Church website 
pointing parents to Christian education resources. The 
General Assembly encouraged the establishment of a 
fund to support Christian Education, “whether in the 
home or in Christian schools”.

Dr James Wanliss (Elder, Greenville, USA) spoke of 
encouragements in the USA. Our four US congregations 
have 170 children at present, and many of the young 
people were disappointed when the annual Family 
Conference was cancelled, which they look forward to 
with anticipation. Dr Wanliss informed the Assembly 
that the Presbytery of the USA publicises the Catechism 
Diploma and the Scripture Memory Scheme, and that 
during regular visits by the elders to families “it is 
common to engage young people in Shorter Catechism 
recitation”, and “young people, typically those under 
the age of thirteen, are drilled in catechism recitation 
by older youths who have mostly already completed 
memorisation of the catechism.”

Last year’s Assembly heard that the Church 
provided little for the 16-25 age group, despite 
the fact that this was the group who often left the 
denomination. The Committee organised a residential 
Youth Conference in Glenshiel for October this year, 
but unfortunately this was cancelled due to Covid-19. 
Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross) reported on the Youth 
Camps in 2019. This venture has proved popular and 
successful, and all seven camp leaders were thanked. 
Rev. James MacInnes, leader of the junior camp, spoke 
on the life of John Bunyan and Pilgrim’s Progress, while 
Mr MacDonald himself spoke on the topic ‘Time to Talk 

about 2000’, and was assisted in this by Rev. Harry 
Woods and Rev. John Keddie.

7. Home & Foreign Missions Committee
The Report, which was presented by the Convener Rev. 
James MacInnes (Lochalsh & Strath), focuses on the 
Great Commission both at home and abroad.

Our Home Mission 
Worker, Mr Donald John 
Morrison, gave out 30,000 
pieces of literature and 
Scripture calendars 
in 2019, and was also 
involved in outreach in a 
mixture of urban and rural 
congregations.

The Committee noted 
some ebbs and flows in 
the work in Spain, but are 
encouraged that, acting in a 
governing role on the Mission field, they have been able 
to approve an application of the elder in Pau, France, to be 
recognised as a student for the ministry. The work needs 
to be strengthened, and with the possible recognition 
in time of two congregations and two ministers, a 
Presbytery could be formed. Dr Ruiz Ortiz’s work with 
contacts in South America continues from Spain.

The Church’s primary missionary work is in Sri 
Lanka, with Rev. S.N.V. Partheepan. There have been 
new members added to the Communion Roll – four by 
certificate and two by profession, and three teenage 
girls applied for baptism upon profession of faith from 
Hinduism. Ministers from Scotland make trips to aid our 
missionary, and it is an answer to prayer that a student 
from Sri Lanka will shortly commence studies in our 
Seminary. Rev. Partheepan took delivery of a vehicle in 
July, which was funded by contributions from Scotland.

Rev. Rob McCurley (Greenville) gave an encouraging 
account of progress within the US Presbytery. All four 
ministers are now wholly supported full-time. While 
this has been a challenging year, the congregations have 
increased in numerical attendance and consequently 
financial support. The Presbytery are exploring the 
possibility of two new preaching stations: Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, stronghold of colonial Presbyterianism, 
and Auburn, Alabama.

Rev. James Gracie (Edinburgh), Interim-Moderator of 
Smiths Falls, Canada, gave an update on a congregation 
which, though isolated from the main body, remains 
loyal to the testimony of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing). Two ministers resident in the congregation 
have been appointed advisers to the Kirk Session, and it 
is hoped that this will cement further the link between 
the congregation and the denomination.
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A report on various aspects of work in China did not 
make for easy listening, but we were asked to pray for 
the persecuted Church. While the denomination has 
withdrawn totally from the work in Covenant College, 
Zambia, we nevertheless continue to support the 
educational work undertaken by Marjanne Hendriksen.

An Amendment from Rev. David Fraser (retired), 
seconded by Rev. James I. Gracie (Edinburgh), whereby 
the Committee would further the translation of the 
Metrical Psalms into “the local language of Eastern 
Province, Zambia, in co-operation with Covenant 
College and the Trinitarian Bible Society, or some 
such project as will promote the principles that our 
church holds dear”, was rejected by the Convener on 
the grounds that funds have already been allotted, 
there was no demand for what was proposed and no 
indication as to the availability of translators. After a 
vote was taken the Amendment was declared lost.

8. Psalmody Committee
The Convener, Rev. John MacLeod (Tarbat), set the 
tone of this Report in his opening remarks, saying that 
“we are psalm singers because it is the most biblical 
form of worship.” To a denomination which often lacks 
the confidence to set forth what it possesses as good 
and precious, many will have been humbled to learn 
from the Report that “the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) [is] the largest church body in Scotland 
wholly committed to the singing of the metrical Psalms, 
unaccompanied, in worship.”

The Report stressed 
what we often take for 
granted when we hold 
our Psalter in our hands. 
The simplicity of our 
praise is not contrived 
but providential. The 
Reformed Churches 
carefully translated the 
Psalms for singing, and 
as these translations 
mirrored the original 
Hebrew poetic structure, 

it meant that congregational participation was 
encouraged, which the Roman church had discouraged 
by “highly sophisticated” musical arrangements. It is 
noteworthy that while few churches in Scotland today 
are psalm-singing, and without instrumental music, this 
was not always the case. The move away from purity of 
worship occurred mainly in the late 19th Century.

The Report was direct, and so was the Convener. First, 
the Free Church (Continuing) is in the position of being 
the largest exclusive, psalm-singing denomination in 
Scotland because “a steady erosion” has taken place, 

due to “a failure to recognise or accept the principles 
behind the practice.” The Report makes an important 
point: “In many Churches the Regulative Principle has 
been replaced by a desire for self-expression rather 
than for the worship of a completely-holy God, an 
assumption that if ‘worshippers’ express themselves, 
then God is bound to find their worship acceptable, 
and an apparent absence of any concept of reverence 
in the praise element of worship.”

Second, great disappointment was expressed that 
only a small number of congregations participate in 
the Church’s Psalmody Test, and within that number 
very few families are involved. The General Assembly 
encouraged every Presbytery “to take steps to ensure 
adequate instruction in Psalmody be made available 
to all within its bounds and that participation by both 
adults and young people be actively encouraged.” For 
a small denomination, our Psalmody Committee has 
done much to encourage psalm-singing over the years. 
The Convener mentioned the production of the psalm-
singing CDs, and the fourth printing of the split-leaf, 
staff Psalter, which it commends to all.

9. Publications Committee
This Report was presented by the Convener, Mr 
John Gillies (Elder, Partick). This was the longest 
Report before the General Assembly, because the 
Committee has an ever-expanding role in an age of 
increasing media diversity – magazines, books, the 
website, Facebook, Twitter and the (annual) Spring 
Conference.

A change of personnel 
has taken place under 
the Committee’s remit. 
Rev. Murdo A.N. Macleod 
(Snizort) is stepping down 
as editor of The Explorer 
magazine, and the 
Committee submitted the 
name of Rev. Tom Budgen 
(Kilmuir & Stenscholl) 
for endorsement by the 
General Assembly. Mr 
Budgen will assume 
his duties in May 2021, D.V. Mrs Elizabeth Nicolson 
(Snizort) replaces Mrs Isobel McQueer as the magazine 
Subscriptions Secretary, and Miss Katrina Mackay 
(Ayr) replaces Mr Bill McQueer as the magazine 
Distributor. Mr Derek MacLean (Inverness) is the 
Social Media Content Editor (Facebook) and will work 
alongside Mr Alastair Manderson (Knightswood), 
who has the same role on Twitter. Rev. Andrew R. 
Allan has been appointed Digital Content Editor for 
the denominational website. These roles are tightly 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2020 / GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT

Rev. John MacLeod
Mr John Gillies



November / December 202024

governed by a detailed Social Media Policy which 
became an Act of Assembly.

The Committee have a number of key objectives over 
the next year. Firstly, it is hoped that by the end of 2020 
a new website will be launched, which promises extra 
facilities and more material. Secondly, the Committee 
are moving to a new ‘imprint’ for its publications and 
are seeking names for approval by the 2021 General 
Assembly. Thirdly, the Committee is planning a new 
logo for the Church, the approval of which may be a 
‘first’ since 1843.

 
10. Legal Advice & Property Committee
The Committee’s Report, which largely concentrated 
on three main areas, was referred to by the Convener, 
Rev. Iain Smith (Harris). Even after the United Kingdom 
has exited from the European Union and emerges from 
the transition period phase on 31st December 2020, 
it is unlikely that there will be an immediate repeal 
of much European legislation. One such law is the 
‘General Data Protection Regulation’ (GDPR). Having 
come into force in May 2018, this regulation affects 
how the Church keeps and processes your personal 
data. The Committee have drafted a ‘Privacy Notice’ 
document, which was laid before the General Assembly 
and duly ratified. This document will be distributed to 
all parties concerned.

The second area of the 
Committee’s work relates 
to the Bank of Scotland 
freezing the bank account 
belonging to the Kiltearn 
Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) in 2010. The 
Report recounts great 
difficulty in getting the 
Bank to come forward with 
necessary information, 
and the matter is now 
within the court system 
after positive legal opinion had been received. The 
amount in question is a very considerable sum.

The third area to which the Committee has given 
consideration is that of Marriage Authorisation. Under 
the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1977, ministers of certain 
denominations can perform marriages by virtue of 
being ministers of those denominations; otherwise 
a three-yearly re-registration with the Registrar 
General of Scotland is needed. The Committee has 
made contact with the Justice Secretary and the 
Registrar General to have the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) recognised as a ‘prescribed body’ under 
the Act; meanwhile our ministers are in the process of 
being re-registered.

Wednesday
Devotional Exercises
Wednesday morning is given over to devotional 
exercises. After a reading from metrical Psalm 5, the 
Moderator called on a total of five ministers and five 
elders to pray. The Principal Clerk read from Isaiah 35 
and the Assistant Clerk from 1 Thessalonians 1.

11. Public Questions, Religion & Morals Committee
The Convener of the Committee, Rev. Greg MacDonald 
(Cross), presented a Report which sadly demonstrates 
the degradation of society. While the Committee’s remit 
is wide-ranging, its responsibility is to set forth biblical 
teaching on matters of public concern, conveying the 
position of our Church to a secular world. Over the past 
year, the Committee has dealt with issues such as the 
Smacking Ban, Government Overreach (into all aspects 
of our private lives), Hate Crime, Gender Confusion, 
Abortion, the UK’s relations with the Vatican, and 
Named Persons. In relation to the latter, the Convener 
spoke of the Committee’s attempt to seek information 
from one Council in Scotland which may still have in 
place aspects of the legislation which was struck down 
by the Supreme Court.

Since March 2020, the 
Committee have been 
involved in collating 
complex government 
advice on Covid-19 as 
it impacts on Scottish 
congregations, and 
has provided this 
advice, sometimes with 
recommendations, to 
church courts as a basis 
for their decision-making 
processes. This advice 
was challenged by the Presbytery of the USA, in the 
form of an Overture asking the General Assembly to 
direct the Committee to cease giving information to 
congregations on church closures. The Overture was 
not allowed by the Assembly but a similar Addendum 
was.

Rev. Rob McCurley (Greenville, USA) in moving the 
Addendum, acknowledged the procedural ‘missteps’ 
of the Presbytery, but remarked that if passed this 
Addendum would “actually strengthen and be 
supportive of the church, encouraging people back 
to church, and would be steel to the bones of office-
bearers, and a witness to other churches.” A gathering 
for public worship is “a promotion of the glory of God 
in the Church.” Mr McCurley laid out a clear argument, 
including: the Bible differentiates between the church 
gathered and at home; the fourth commandment has 
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implications, namely in gathering for public worship; 
the elders cannot oversee the people electronically; 
while broadcast services are good for the housebound 
and the elderly, it is often those who are unfit who are 
concerned that churches are closed. Public worship 
is vital. In seconding the Addendum, Mr Christopher 
Reeder (Elder, Greenville, USA), said that public 
worship is a first table commandment.

Another Addendum was moved by Rev. John MacLeod 
(Tarbat), in the following terms:  “The General Assembly 
reaffirm the essential importance of regular public 
worship, which worship is for the glory of God and for 
the wellbeing of individuals, of the church at large, and 
of society; which public worship has, as essential core 
elements, the reading and preaching of the Word of God, 
prayer, and the singing of the Psalms.” In response to a 
question as to why Zoom was not public worship, he 
said that “the sacraments cannot be administered.”

A number of speakers emphasised the need to 
adhere to the sixth commandment, and one pointed 
out that there was not only a danger of the state 
interfering with the church, but the church with the 
state.

In reply to the debate, the Convener said that the 
Civil Magistrate (i.e. government) should have come 
to the Church and presented the evidence for closing 
churches, and sought the Church’s acquiescence. Mr 
MacDonald continued that “online platforms were not 
the best form, and online worship must not be the first 
option for those who are fit.”

On a vote being taken the Addendum moved by 
Mr McCurley was lost, but there was agreement 
between the Commissioners from the United States 
and the Committee that great care must be taken 
by government in restricting public worship, and 
that, unless they are prevented by health conditions, 
individuals should be in attendance at public worship, 
of which singing is an integral part. Included in the 
Finding was the statement that “the Government 
(both Scottish and UK) may have inadvertently strayed 
beyond the bounds of their proper competence by 
issuing instructions to the Church of Christ to cease 
public meetings including the proper administration 
of the sacraments.”

Deceased Ministers and Elders
The Report of the Committee to prepare a Minute 
on Deceased Ministers and Elders was given in by 
the Convener, Rev. Greg MacDonald (Cross). It was 
recorded that the following had passed away since the 
2019 General Assembly:

Ministers: Rev. Malcolm MacLean (North Tolsta, 
retired); Rev. John J. Murray (St. Columba’s, retired); 
Rev. Allan Murray (Brora, retired).

Elders: Dr Murdo Murchison (Kilmorack & 
Strathglass); Mr John Macpherson (Knightswood); Mr 
Donald Morrison (Stornoway).

Vote of Thanks and Close
Mr John MacKenzie (Elder, Assynt & Eddrachillis) 
moved a vote of thanks to all who had assisted in 
the organising of the General Assembly via Zoom 
teleconference, whereby his reservations were set 
aside. The Assembly approved the final two Acts 
appointing a Commission of Assembly to meet, if 
necessary, on Tuesday, 2nd March 2021, and the 
appointment of the next General Assembly to meet on 
Monday, 24th May 2021, in Edinburgh. The minutes of 
the final sederunt (session) were read and approved. 
The Moderator, having engaged in prayer, then read 
metrical Psalm 122, and after the Pronouncement of 
the Dissolution of the General Assembly – “This General 
Assembly was constituted in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the sole King and Head of his Church, and in that 
same name I now declare this General Assembly to be 
dissolved” – he pronounced the apostolic Benediction.

Limitations of 2020 General Assembly
This was a unique General Assembly. If it were 1920, 
how different the situation would be! We would not 
have had the technology to facilitate the transaction of 
business, enabling Commissioners from Scotland and 
other parts of the world to come together – yet perhaps 
in the 1920s places of worship would not have been 
closed by pandemics, and General Assemblies would 
have proceeded as normal.

Just as Zoom and YouTube are permissible 
substitutes when a physical gathering for worship is 
not possible, but only as stopgaps, so they also have 
their limitations for General Assemblies. This year 
there were no children to receive their prizes from the 
Moderator, and no delegates to be invited to address 
the Fathers and Brethren; there was an absence of 
fellowship, and the Psalms were read instead of sung. 
However, it was good that we could meet at all.

The same technology which brought limitations 
actually made this one of the most accessible 
Assemblies in years. The proceedings were streamed 
live on Facebook on the Tuesday, when nearly 300 
individuals listened. The General Assembly is an open 
court, not clouded in secrecy, and the attendance of 
the public provides them with a helpful insight into 
the conduct of the Church’s business, the situations in 
which we are involved as a people, and hopefully a new 
focus and fresh impetus for prayer.

[Images in the Assembly Report are courtesy of Rev. 
Andrew Allan]
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(Clarkson [1871-1936] was Free Church minister at 
Coulter, Lanarkshire. This is his Closing Address as 
Moderator of the 1932 General Assembly, which was 
originally published in the ‘Monthly Record’ of July 1932. 
It has been lightly edited.)

The Book of Psalms, in common with the rest of 
the Scriptures, is a divine revelation from God 
to man – a complete, sufficient, and abiding 

portion for all time. In all ages the Psalms have held 
a unique place in the hearts and affections of God’s 
children, and present us with the greatest devotional 
literature in the world. They enter most fully into every 
phase of human life and conduct, of joy and sorrow, of 
penitence and pardon, of judgment and restoration, of 
life and of death. Our varying moods all find a mirror 
here, from the times when we soar to the heights of 
holy triumph, to the hours of desolation, when, with 
the Psalmist, we can truly say, “Lord, from the depths 
to thee I cry’d.” (Ps. 130:1, metrical)

Nevertheless, although we see in them a mirror, and 
a true one, wherein we behold ourselves, yet running 
through them all is not man but God; not the creature 
but the Creator. This is the true essence of praise, and 
these songs, which the Spirit of God has written for the 
people of God as the expression of their devotion to 
Him, are unfolded as only the divinely inspired penman 
could. He is worthy of all adoration and praise, and the 
call sounds forth: “All people that on earth do dwell, Sing 
to the Lord with cheerful voice.” (Ps. 100:1, metrical) 
The more we study their contents, and examine their 
bearing upon God and ourselves, the more will our 
hearts go out in them in praise to Almighty God.

Notwithstanding all this, many objections have from 
time to time been raised against their use as a complete 
manual of praise, but no one will deny that they were 
given by divine inspiration, and are the very Word of God. 
The Bible itself says: “David the son of Jesse said, and the 
man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God 
of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit 
of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” 
(2 Sam. 23:1) Men should be careful how they speak of 
this wonderful Book, for the Holy Ghost is its Author.

Bible expositors and Church historians alike agree 
that these inspired Psalms were exclusively used in 
the worship of the Old Testament Church. The same 
is true of Christ Himself: it is only on one occasion 
that the Lord is referred to as singing – at the close of 
the Last Supper (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26) – where, 

undoubtedly, the “hymn” referred to was part of the 
Great Hallel (Ps. 113-118), which was the portion 
always sung at the Feast of the Passover; but we 
know that it was His wont to join in the services of 
the sanctuary, where the Psalms alone were used for 
praise.

No warrant is given in 
the Word of God for the use 
of uninspired songs in the 
service of the sanctuary, 
though some argue that 
such warrant is to be found 
in that verse in the Epistle 
of Paul to the Colossians, 
where we have these words: 
“Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs” (3:16). Now these Greek 
names are all found in the titles to the Psalms themselves, 
in the Greek translation of the Testament, which was in 
use in Paul’s day, and, as if to remove all doubt, the word 
“spiritual” is added, stamping them as written under the 
extraordinary influence of the Holy Spirit.

Devotion
Let us first, then, Fathers and Brethren, consider the 
Psalms from the viewpoint of devotion. For a manual of 
devotion to be complete, it must present to us a true 
picture of God in all His attributes, and also show forth 
the soul’s need and longing for divine reconciliation, 
and above all other songs that have ever been written 
the songs of David take rank, for the thoughts of God 
which “breathe in their measures” are high above the 
thoughts of man. There is not one of all the glorious 
round of perfections that belong to Jehovah which is 
not in the Book of Psalms. Let us for a moment consider 
how frequently the holiness of God is impressed upon 
us in this Book:  “Let all the earth fear the Lord: let 
all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.” 
(Ps. 33:8) “Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his 
holy hill; for the Lord our God, is holy.” (Ps. 99:9) Even 
the Psalmist himself, under the influence of this great 
theme, had to say, “My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; 
and I am afraid of thy judgments.” (Ps. 119:120)

We are called upon to worship Him, who is the high 
and holy One, who inhabiteth Eternity, who sustaineth 
all things, who chargeth His Angels with folly, and in 
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whose sight the heavens are not clean. We are enjoined 
to come before Him with clean hands and pure hearts – 
for again and again the Psalms inculcate a holy reverence 
in His sight. In addressing themselves to the other divine 
perfections, the inspired Psalmists, as one writer says, 
“ascend to heights, and descend to depths, to which no 
human mind, or soul, would dare either to lead uncalled, 
or to follow another unsent of Heaven, for they venture 
to sing praise to God even for His manifestation of power 
and justice in His dealing with sinners.”

No uninspired man has ever written songs to praise 
God for announcing the fearful judgment of wrath upon 
impenitent sinners. Perhaps, indeed, there is no other 
phase of the Psalms to which greater objection has been 
taken than this – many even daring to suggest that the 
imprecatory, or cursing Psalms, should be omitted, for, 
they say, they savour of vindictiveness against David’s 
enemies. But David is here writing under inspiration, 
and the reference is not to his personal enemies; the 
woes which he pronounces on the impenitent are no 
more terrible than those of Christ Himself when he said, 
“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell?” (Matt. 23:33) God is to be 
praised for all that He is, and all that He does, and even 
in the wonderful revelation of the lone writer in the Isle 
of Patmos, we hear of the redeemed singing praises to 
God, saying, “true and righteous are his judgments: for 
he hath judged the great whore...and hath avenged the 
blood of his servants at her hand.” (Rev. 19:2)

These wonderful Psalms resound, not only with 
warnings to the wicked, but with comfort and consolation 
to those in sorrow, with divine encouragement in the 
life of faith, and with the holy triumph and joy of the 
redeemed. I cannot resist quoting from Spurgeon’s 
words in the preface to the last volume of his majestic 
book on the Psalms of David:

“A tinge of sadness is on my spirit as I quit the ‘The 
Treasury of David’, never to find on this earth a richer 
storehouse, though the whole palace of revelation 
is open to me. Blessed have been the days spent in 
meditating, mourning, hoping, believing, and exulting 
with David! Can I hope to spend hours more joyous 
on this side of the golden gate? Perhaps not; for the 
seasons have been very choice in which the harp of the 
great poet of the sanctuary has charmed my ears.”

He further writes:
“In these busy days, it would be greatly to the 

spiritual profit of Christian men if they were more 
familiar with the Book of Psalms, in which they would 
find a complete armoury for life’s battles, and a perfect 
supply for life’s needs. Here we have both delight and 
usefulness, consolation and instruction. For every 
condition there is a Psalm, suitable and elevating. The 
Book supplies the babe in grace with penitent cries, and 
the perfected saint with triumphant songs. Its breadth 
of  experience stretches from the jaws of hell to the gate 
of Heaven. He who is acquainted with the marches of 
the Psalm-country knows that the land floweth with 
milk and honey, and he delights to travel therein.”

Let us now for a short time, Fathers and Brethren 
consider the Psalms from the viewpoint of doctrine. 
Perhaps the most ignorant and senseless objection 
ever made to the Psalms is the charge that they are 
Christless. Not only have the pious of all ages found 
Christ in the Psalter, but also the inspired writers of the 
New Testament Church, and that He is revealed in them 
is declared by our Lord Himself. On the evening of the 
resurrection day when astonished disciples beheld Him 
in the Upper Room, and when He had convinced them 
of the reality of His appearance, He declared unto them, 
“These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me.” (Luke 24:44)

Again, the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
while giving instruction concerning Christ’s work 
as the Mediator, quotes very freely from the Book of 
Praise; indeed, out of seven quotations in the first 
chapter of Hebrews six are from the Psalms, and all are 
used to show forth qualities which are pre-eminently 
Christ’s – His Divine Sonship; His power in Heaven and 
earth; His union with humanity; His exaltation, and His 
blessed and eternal reign.

The more we study the Psalms, the more do we 
find of His mission and work portrayed even in minute 
detail. Every truth concerning His Person and Office 
are clearly shown forth; His Divinity; His Mediatorial 
Offices as Prophet, Priest, and King; His sufferings; His 
betrayal – “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I 
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his 
heel against me” (41:9); His death; His resurrection; His 
ascension and outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Think of 
that passage in connection with His Priesthood, “Thou 
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek” 
(110:4), or one in connection with His Kingly office, 
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (45:6). And 
to return to His advent, “Lo, I come: in the volume of 
the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 
O my God” (40:7,8), and again, in connection with His 

“For every condition 
there is a Psalm, 
suitable and 
elevating.”
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sinless life on earth, “Thou art fairer than the children 
of men: grace is poured into thy lips” (45:2).

Who can read the 22nd Psalm without at once 
recognising that no other but Christ is there? The 
minutest particulars of the crucifixion are portrayed – 
the mockery, the shaking of the head, the parting of the 
garments, the vinegar, the pierced hands and feet, the 
cry of the forsaken, the committing of His spirit to God, 
and the “It is finished.”

On we pass through the experience of the tomb, 
“neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption” (16:10), to the gloriously triumphant 
ascension Psalm, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory 
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory.” (24:9,10)

Time does not permit our entering into detailed 
grouping of all the Psalms, but books could be written 
concerning this marvellous manual, and it would still be 
exhaustless. I cannot conceive of a more profitable study 
than this wonderful Book where we shall find Christ in 
almost every part, speaking to us from His Cross, or 
from His Throne, pointing us the way to the Eternal City.

All the grand fundamental doctrines are enshrined 
in these great songs. They sing of the glory of a 
triune God; the love and compassion of the Father; 
of the atonement of Jesus Christ; of regeneration; of 
forgiveness; of sanctification and of an everlasting 
place in the Father’s house.

Mission Work
Further, let us consider for a few moments the 
adaptability of the Psalms from the viewpoint of Mission 
Work. Every true Church is a Missionary Church, and 
her message, and her music, must bear that stamp, 
and who can deny the universal claims made in this 
wondrous Book of Praise? It enthrones God before us 
as the Creator of all; “The earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 
(24:1) He is also here acknowledged as the Judge of 
all the earth, and as owning a worldwide kingdom, 
“Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” (2:8) There is a call to song in that gem of 
universality – the 100th Psalm – to all men of every rank 

and every clime, “All people that on earth do dwell, Sing 
to the Lord with cheerful voice”, and again the universal 
note is heard in the triumphant 72nd Psalm:

“His name for ever shall endure;
last like the sun it shall:

Men shall be bless’d in him, and bless’d
all nations shall him call.”

Indeed, this all-embracing note runs, like a scarlet 
thread, through all the Psalms, for we see God, though 
enthroned above earth and sky, yet coming so near in 
His condescending love and mercy, that no seeking 
soul of whatever race can fail to find Him.

But how adaptable these Psalms are for the Young. An 
objection often raised against Psalm-singing Churches 
is that they are not attractive to the young, but surely 
if this is so the fault is ours. In the matter of song two 
things are necessary – words and music – and if our 
praise is to be acceptable to God, the words must be 
approved by Him, the settings must be perfectly suited 
to them, and the rendering must be with the spirit and 
the understanding. Instead of being at a disadvantage 
we are really at an enormous advantage, for the Psalter 
is true and free from error in every respect – the very 
inspired word of God. No hymnal, however good, is 
without some taint of error, or sectarianism, and we 
must not forget that in giving attention to the musical 
part, the teaching power of the words must not be 
overlooked. The Psalms, being the very word of truth, 
cannot fail to impress on the plastic mind of youth, the 
majesty, and power, and love of God.

How sweetly, and naturally, do the words of the 
23rd Psalm, for instance, fall on the youthful ear with 
the charm of its pastoral imagery, or the 121st with its 
note of the watchful care of God! What young heart can 
fail to be stirred with the triumphant note of the 24th 
Psalm, or the majesty of God as brought before us in 
the 148th:

“The Lord of heav’n confess,
On high his glory raise.
Him let all angels bless,
Him all his armies praise.

Him glorify
Sun, moon, and stars;
Ye higher spheres,
And cloudy sky.”

Let us see to it that the musical settings (which are 
our own part) are worthy of the divine and perfect 
hymnal which God Himself has given us. These lofty 
compositions deserve the finest settings, and the most 
careful of renderings.

Evangelistic Work
Notice also the adaptability of the Psalms for Evangelistic 
Work. Singing is an almost universal accompaniment 

“All the grand 
fundamental doctrines 
are enshrined in these 
great songs.”
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to evangelistic work, for by it the emotions are stirred, 
and, undoubtedly, this plays an active part in religious 
experience. But what form of song is appropriate as 
“the bride of the evangelistic sermon”? Let us study for 
a moment some of the revivals of the past. It was the 
Psalter that was used for praise in the early days of the 
Christian Church when the Apostles of old “turned the 
world upside down,” for although there is no specific 
mention of this we can be satisfied that it was so. Paul, 
we know, exhorted his converts “to teach and admonish 
one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord,” and 
we can be assured that he did not give these precepts 
without carrying them out himself in worship.

During the great spiritual revival of the Reformation 
the Psalms played a very important part. We read 
concerning this time: “The world in the Reformation 
witnessed to an extent never known before, and never 
probably to be known again till the millennium dawn, 
an enthusiasm of praise, and the praises were taken 
almost entirely from the Psalter.” It has been said by 
those who have studied the history of such movements 
that no evangelistic efforts have been more thorough, 
and more lasting in their effects, than those where the 
manual of praise was the Songs of Zion.

There is ample justification for the Psalms taking 
this important place, for they present all the facts 
necessary for the instruction of the seeking soul. God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, sin and salvation, are found 
there in their true light, and, with the pure gospel, 
supply the evangelist with all he needs to turn the eyes 
of men to the only way of life.

Of late years singing has taken a very prominent place 
in revival work, and usually a special leader, or singing 
evangelist, a large choir, and instrumental music, are 
considered necessary. The tunes are generally stirring 
and attractive, and, although the words fall far behind 
the great choruses to be found in the Psalter, yet the 
method of rendering makes a strong appeal. No one can 
deny the grandeur, and eminent suitability of the Psalms, 
and we should see to it that the human part – the music 
– is equally suitable. So very few Churches nowadays 
sing more than one Psalm, and that usually one of the 
most widely known, that an erroneous idea has grown 
up that the Psalms are unsuitable for evangelistic work. 
On the contrary, the Psalms fit into every phase, and 
every feeling, of the human heart, and have a grandeur 

and majesty unsurpassed by any human composition, 
and it would be very difficult indeed to find a text that 
has not several most appropriate Psalms.

What is required is a deeper acquaintance with this 
great inspired Book of Praise, which God Himself has 
given us, which has nerved for the scaffold, and the stake, 
those great religious heroes of the past. It was the sole 
medium of praise during the wonderful movements 
under M’Cheyne in Dundee, and Livingstone in the Kirk of 
Shotts, where 500 souls were born in one day – an almost 
Pentecostal blessing. Can any human hymn, for instance, 
be compared with the marvellous fulness, ecstasy, and 
beauty of the 148th Psalm – a veritable paean of praise?

Lastly, we turn our attention to the Catholicity of the 
Psalms. They are suitable for all ages, for all ranks, for 
all peoples, and for all time; for, amid all the changes 
of life, now as of old to all humanity, there pertain the 
great and unescapable facts of life, and death, of sin, 
and of suffering, and, thanks to God, of salvation, and 
reconciliation, and the Psalms sing of them all. They 
are adapted in a striking way to meet the needs of all 
classes and conditions. Our Saviour Himself committed 
His Spirit to God in the words of a Psalm: the early 
martyrs stayed their hearts, and renewed their 
courage with them, and, with them, an innumerable 
company of saints have “bid their farewell to earth, 
and their welcome to Heaven.” Though they were 
written long before the Christian era, yet they are full 
of Christ, and certainly speak of Him as having already 
come, as having already suffered, as having already 
ascended, and as coming again to judgment. What 
a strong evidence of the Divine intention that they 
should continue to the end of time when they view 
Christ from the post-advent time, and set Him forth in 
all His offices, and in all His majesty and grace.

The essentials of true worship are the same in all 
ages, and for all peoples, and the Psalms given by God 
for use in worship are, therefore, the most suitable 
for every clime and every race. They call upon people, 
everywhere, to bow to the sceptre of God’s power, and 
to a King and Redeemer who establishes a Kingdom 
that will yet become world wide.

We can well commend the words of Bishop 
Alexander, “Love and study the Psalter. You will 
discover that it will indeed ‘requite studious regard 
with opportune delight.’ In it you will find Him whom 
it is best to know – Jesus, your Lord and your God. And 
as time goes on, when you bow down in penitence; 
when you seek for pardon; when your head is bent in 
sorrow; when you lie on a bed of sickness; when your 
lips turn white and quiver as you kneel before your 
dead; as the solemn hour comes when your spirit must 
pass into God’s presence – the Psalter has treasures 
that will never fail you.”

“The essentials of true 
worship are the same 
in all ages...”



Obituary – Rev. Allan Murray 
(Rev. Thomas J. Buchanan)

Allan Murray was born in the village of Shawbost, 
Isle of Lewis, on 23 November 1938. He was 
converted at the age of 25 years in 1963. In his 

own words, he would often say that he was “converted 
from a worldly life to life in Christ.”

On completion of his studies at Glasgow University 
in 1962, Mr Murray entered the profession of Dentistry. 
But, after many years as a successful dentist, he felt 
the call to the Christian ministry in 1985. He entered 
into theological training in the Free Church of Scotland 
College and on successful completion of his studies was 
called to his first charge in 1988. He was duly ordained 
and inducted to Rogart & Eddrachillis the same year.

In January 2000 he was 
to continue to show himself 
as a man of conviction and 
principle when he sided and 
stood with the minority in 
the Reconstitution of the Free 
Church, notwithstanding 
his own impression at the 
time that this could mean 
the end of his ministry. As a 
result of the division of the 
Free Church of Scotland, he 
found himself afterwards to 
be the minister and interim 
moderator of three congregations of the Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing). These congregations were 
Brora, Scourie and Assynt. The geographic scale of this 
charge was considerably large, consisting of Caithness 
and Sutherland. His labour of love for the people 
consisted in many hours travelled, many miles covered, 
and many gospel words spoken for the Saviour.

In 2007 he was the minister who would be 
responsible for the newly consolidated charge of 
Brora, comprising the original congregations of Clyne, 
Dornoch, Lairg & Rosehall, Lybster, Bruan, Latheron & 
Berriedale and Rogart. The burden of such a work for 
Mr Murray was as it was for Jacob with Rachel: “and 
they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her.” (Gen. 29:20) It was this Christian love for 
the people that eminently displayed itself throughout 
his pastoral ministry: a pastor’s heart and a gentle soul 
that exercised Christian compassion and kindness to 
all, but especially to those who were in need.

During this period Mr Murray was also the lecturer 
in Hebrew & Old Testament at the Free Church 
Seminary, Inverness, from 2007-08. He retired from 
being minister of the charge in Brora in 2013 – although 

CHURCH NEWS
his retirement did not see him cease from his pastoral 
and preaching duties among the congregation. He 
continued to frequently, and sometimes on a weekly 
basis, preach to the congregation in Brora. He preached 
his last sermon to them on 16 February 2020, on the 
text John 10:27, and it was entitled ‘Hearing the Voice 
of Christ’. This was his earnest desire – that they would 
not hear his voice but that of Christ.

Mr Murray was elected Moderator of the General 
Assembly in 2014. As reported in the Witness magazine, 
the Moderator’s Address was “a message of untold 
encouragement for a beleaguered Church in any and 
every age.” The address was based on 1 Corinthians 
15:1-27 and dealt with that most glorious truth of 
Christ’s Kingly rule. In a kind providence during the 
same Assembly, the present minister of Brora (Rev. 
Thomas Buchanan) was welcomed into the fellowship 
of the Free Church (Continuing) along with the rest 
of the congregation of Ballyclare & Doagh, by the said 
Moderator, Mr Murray.

In the days before Mr Murray’s death he would 
be found always with his Psalter in his hand, from 
which he got much consolation and strengthening in 
the Lord. Mr Murray died peacefully on 24 September 
2020 at Lawson Memorial Hospital, Golspie, with his 
wife Maureen, and daughters Heather and Kirsty by 
his side. Mr Murray is survived by his wife Maureen, 
and their children, Kenneth, David, Heather, Paul and 
Kirsty.

Our deepest Christian sympathies are expressed to 
Mrs Murray and the extended family. “Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them.” (Rev. 14:13)

Update on Poolewe & Aultbea Church Building 
Project (Rev. Murdo MacIver)

As reported previously, Phase 2 of the new church 
building project in the Poolewe & Aultbea 
congregation, the sinking of the foundations, 

Rev. Allan Murray
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began in February 2020 on a piece of land purchased 
by the congregation on the main A832 just outside 
the village of Aultbea. The original article and site 
photographs appeared on the denominational website 
on 7th March and subsequently in the April issue of 
the Witness, by which time, in the Lord’s providence, 
the Covid-19 pandemic had already brought all work 
at the site to a sudden halt. This remained the case for 
fully five months.

It was an answer to prayer therefore, and a great 
delight for the congregation, to see our elder Mr Murdo 
MacDonald and his able team recommence work 
during the first week of August. Since then, steady and 
safe progress has been made, as can be seen from the 
photographs. The timber frame has been erected, and 
both blockwork and slating of the roof has now begun. 
The next stage will be to apply render to the blocks 
and the fitting of external windows and doors to make 
it wind and watertight before the usual inclement 
winter weather sets in. Attention can then be turned to 
planning for all the internal work required. God willing 
it is hoped to have the building completed and ready 
for use by the Communion Season commencing 10th 
June 2021.

Many readers, both individually and as Deacons’ 
Courts, have already sent generous donations which 
have proved invaluable and been put to good use 
in purchasing building materials. The congregation 
of Poolewe and Aultbea are greatly humbled and 
extremely thankful for this kindness shown to us.

Should any reader still wish to make a contribution 
towards this building work please send it, suitably 
marked, to: Mrs Joanne MacIver, Congregational 
Treasurer, FC(C) Manse, 6 Pier Road, Aultbea, 
Achnasheen IV22 2JQ. Above all, please remember this 
project in prayer.

New Edition of 
Running the Race

Christian Focus 
Publications has 
produced a fresh 

edition of Rev. John Keddie’s 
acclaimed biography of 
Eric Liddell, Running the 
Race: Eric Liddell Olympic 
Champion and Missionary. 
First published in 2007, 
this new edition has been 
updated and contains new 
features. The cost is £12.99 
and it may be obtained 
from Christian Focus at www.christianfocus.com/
products/2896/running-the-race or from other 
internet sites.

The High Cost of Discipleship in Iran 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 1 July 2019 Iranian Christian converts Sam 
Khosravi (36) and his wife, Maryam Falahi 
(35), were among eight Christians arrested in 

Bushehr. In July 2020 Sam was sentenced to one year 
in prison, followed by work restrictions and two years’ 
internal exile. Maryam (a nurse) was fined and banned 
for life from working in the public sector (including 
hospitals). The court also ruled that Sam and Maryam’s 
20-month-old adopted daughter Lydia should be 
returned to state care because, as Christians, Sam and 
Maryam were ‘not fit’ to raise her. On 22 September an 
appeals court upheld the ruling despite religious edicts 
from two Grand Ayatollahs deeming the adoption 
permissible. Please pray for Sam, Maryam and Lydia, 
and that the state would be forced to relent and not 
enact this ruling.

Quote

“When thou prayest, rather let thy heart 
be without words than thy words be 
without heart.”

John Bunyan

View of the north end of the church

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
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The parish of Kilmuir & Stenscholl lies in the 
north-east of the Isle of Skye. It forms part of 
the Trotternish peninsula and features some of 

Scotland’s most rugged and beautiful scenery. Famous 
sites include The Quiraing and the rock pillar of the Old 
Man of Storr which are frequented by tourists all year 
round.

History
The parish has a rich spiritual history. When the Gospel 
was scarcely known on the Isle of Skye, the preaching 
of a Mr Farquharson in 1805 led to the conversion 
of a blind fiddler named Donald Munro. Mr Munro 
witnessed to the church at Kilmuir, and, with God’s 
blessing, Kilmuir became the first effective Gospel 
witness in Skye, experiencing tremendous revivals and 
awakenings in 1812 and 1840.

During the days of controversy in 1900 most of 
the Gaelic-speaking population adhered to the Free 
Church, and although the congregation had no settled 
minister, its nineteen-year vacancy came to an end with 
the arrival of Rev. Kenneth MacRae, who ministered 
from 1919 to 1931 before leaving for Stornoway. Since 
then, the parish has been ably served by faithful men.

After 2000 a minority came together under 
the ministry of Rev. John Morrison. In 2005 a new 
church building was completed in Staffin, which lies 
on the east side of the Trotternish peninsula, and 
upon the retirement of Mr Morrison in 2010 the 
congregation called Rev. Raymond Kemp, who served 
the congregation until 2019. The present Minister was 
ordained and inducted later that year.

Services
Sabbath Services are held at 12.00noon and 6.00pm, 
with weekly Prayer Meetings held every Thursday 
evening at 7.30pm. The church building, still relatively 
‘new’, is ideal for worship. The congregation is small, 
with an attendance ranging between ten and thirteen 
most Lord’s Days. Though numerically weak there is 
a strong sense of unity and harmony, which is a great 
blessing. Whenever possible, it meets regularly for 
fellowship. The manse is located twelve miles away in 
Kilmuir and enjoys a stunning view of North Uist and 
Harris on sunny days; it is not far from the Uig ferry 
terminal.

Future
The congregation feels its smallness keenly, and is 
concerned for its future welfare and viability, but 
looks to the Lord to bless and to give the increase. 
We are, however, thankful for the presence of two 
young families (including the Minister’s family). There 
are now five children attending. Like other smaller 
congregations, we would value more young families, 
so that we are able to start a Sabbath School, and 
more men to serve as Elders and Deacons. Please 
pray that the Lord will send again the revivals of the 
past, that covenant children may be blessed, that the 
folk would be encouraged to persevere in times of 
discouragement, and that His Name may be exalted in 
the community once again.

AROUND THE CHURCH

KILMUIR & STENSCHOLL
REV. THOMAS BUDGEN

The interior of the Staffin church

Rev. Thomas & Mrs Eileen Budgen
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Since the coronavirus epidemic began in March, 
which has by now swept through all the nations 
of the world, the little congregation in Spain and 

France have known the support and help of the Lord. 
In Spain as well as France, the lockdown ended in the 
middle of June, and in the following weeks the cases of 
coronavirus were significantly reduced. Therefore, we 
were able to hold public meetings again and spend the 
summer in relative normality.

Miranda de Ebro
During this time, the group in Miranda de Ebro, Spain, 
has not received any new visitors to the services, but we 
have continued to meet with the family of Joel Suarez 
(his wife Natalia, and their young children, Joaquin and 
Abigail). The situation of these brethren, who arrived 
in Spain from Argentina in 2019, is now stabilised, and 
they even have the joy of expecting a new child in their 
family. The congregation in Miranda de Ebro, therefore, 
is also growing through the “holy seed”!

In the last few weeks we have experienced some 
difficulties in continuing with the services. In the 
current state of the pandemic, extreme measures are 
needed to prevent the virus spreading, and we have 
had to suspend our worship on two occasions due 
to health problems of some of the members. But the 
biggest difficulty we now have is that the town of 
Miranda de Ebro has been locked down again because 
of the increase in cases of the virus. Thus, on Lord’s 
Day, 18 October, local police prevented our family from 
entering the town when we were going to celebrate 
worship. Later in the week we contacted the police to 
receive express authorisation from them to hold and 
attend services in the city.

Rubí
The situation in the other two groups is much better. 
In Rubí, Spain, we have the joy of a new member, Juan 
Daniel, who God willing will publicly profess his faith 
on 25 October. This young man was converted a couple 
of years ago and throughout this year 2020 he has 
followed catechism studies. There is also the joyful 
circumstance that on 20 November, God willing, we 
will have the celebration of a wedding, between Juan 
Daniel and Katherine, the daughter of the elder, Wilson 
Calle. Besides this, during the time of pandemic many 
visitors have attended the services and one believer 
has expressed her desire to become a member of the 
congregation.

Pau
The group in Pau, France, is also enjoying times of 
special blessing, as two ladies in the congregation – 
Marina and Diane, respectively the sister and wife of 
the elder, Hugues Pierre – are expecting; the babies 
will be born, God willing, at the beginning of 2021. 
In addition, in recent weeks the congregation has 
received regular visits from a believer from a town 
in the French-Basque Pyrenees. This young man, of 
Baptist origin, is convinced of the Regulative Principle 
and the Exclusive Psalmody doctrines and he is willing 
to continue to gather with the congregation in Pau. It is 
encouraging to see the progress of these teachings of 
the Word of God on French soil, and we hope that the 
Lord will do the same in Spain.

The Lord, therefore, continues to control all 
circumstances for the good of His people. It is in times 
of difficulty that His beneficial hand is most clearly 
seen because of His continual faithfulness to His 
church. The gates of hell will not prevail against her, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who has received from the 
Father all nations as His inheritance, will be glorified 
in our nations as well!

SMALL ADVANCES DURING CORONAVIRUS
REV. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ

The group in Pau

Some of the group in Rubí
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ROME AND CIVIL UNIONS

A change of mind?

Pope Francis appears to have given his approval 
to same-sex civil unions, by saying concerning 
homosexual couples: “What we have to create is 

a civil union law. That way they are legally covered.” 
Some are claiming that this statement, along with 
others the pope has made in recent years, indicates 
a real change of attitude towards homosexuality 
by the Roman Catholic Church. But are things as 
straightforward as that?

The statement featured in ‘Francesco’, a documentary 
by a homosexual Israeli-American director which had 
its premiere in October – although it seems that the 
words were originally spoken in an interview with a 
Mexican broadcaster in 2019, but not included in the 
final transmission. The fact is that anything said by 
a pope during an interview is not to be regarded as 
authoritative. Rome’s ‘official’ position on the subject is 
found in a document entitled Considerations Regarding 
Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions between 
Homosexual Persons, issued by the ‘Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith’ with the approval of Pope 
John Paul II in June 2003. It concluded that “respect for 
homosexual persons cannot lead in any way to approval 
of homosexual behaviour or to legal recognition of 
homosexual unions.”

So why the Pope’s recent remarks? They should be 
regarded more as a political move than a doctrinal one. 
Rome is adept at changing its tune, and if it believes 
that it will be to its advantage to be seen as less severe 
towards homosexuality at the present time, then it 
will happily adopt such a stance. The prevalence of 
homosexuality among its own clergy – a result of the 
enforced celibacy which the Bible identifies as a mark 
of the great apostasy of the latter times (1 Tim. 4:1-
3) – means that it is compromised on this issue and 
will always struggle to maintain a consistent public 
witness against homosexuality.

Roman Catholic teaching on sin is also at fault here. 
Rome maintains that fallen man’s natural tendency 
to sin is not in itself sinful. Thus the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church published in 1992 describes a 
homosexual inclination as “objectively disordered”, 
meaning that it is an abnormal orientation rather than 
a sinful one. The Reformed faith, following Scripture, 
insists that it is not only our sinful actions that are 
sinful, but the desire which gives birth to them. 
Paul was convicted of his unlawful inclinations, and 
repented of them. “I had not known lust, except the law 
had said, Thou shalt not covet.” (Rom. 7:7)

LOCKDOWN

Is the Coronavirus humbling us?

Aword we are becoming used to during the 
Coronavirus pandemic is ‘lockdown’. The 
term originally referred to the confining of 

prisoners to their cells during a riot, but it is now 
being used to describe a situation where restrictions 
are placed upon the liberties of the whole population 
because of a public health emergency. The idea behind 
the Covid-19 lockdowns is that, through reducing the 
amount of social contact, the spread of the virus will 
be curtailed, and that with the decrease in the number 
of cases, there will also be a reduction in the number 
of deaths.

Whether the tighter lockdowns imposed in different 
parts of the UK recently will be successful in achieving 
this aim is uncertain. There is evidence that after 
months of restrictions of various kinds, some people 
may simply ignore the new measures. There are also 
harmful ‘side-effects’ to this ‘cure’. The danger exists 
that as a result of extensive and repeated lockdowns 
businesses will fail, families will be affected adversely 
and individuals with other life-threatening health 
conditions will not receive the necessary treatment.

When the Coronavirus first appeared in our country 
there was bold talk by politicians, scientists and others 
of ‘eradicating’ it and ‘defeating’ it. Yet so far, it is not 
the virus which has been humbled, but us. Sadly, the 
humbling appears to be external only; our hearts have 
not been humbled, which is what is required. There 
is no sign of repentance toward God; we are still busy 
defying Him, and trampling upon His law. The efforts 
made to tackle the virus will be to no avail without 
God’s blessing upon them. “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it: except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” (Ps. 
127:1)

God has sent this affliction upon our sinful world, as 
a judgement and a warning, and He alone can withdraw 
it. It is instructive how many western nations, with 
a Christian heritage of some sort, have been badly 
affected by the virus. Tragically there is little evidence 
in our own country that those in government, and the 
people generally, recognise our need of the Lord’s help 
in the present difficulty. There is a judicial blindness 
upon us because of our rebellion against God, which 
includes our irreligion and toleration of false religion. 
We need to call upon God for His mercy, but while 
our pride remains intact we will not do that, and so 
the virus may well continue among us, as a further 
judgement.

COMMENT
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St Paul’s, Covent Garden, London, where Thomas Manton ministered

(This article is an extended review of ‘The Works of 
Thomas Manton’, which have just been republished by 
the Banner of Truth Trust. 22 vols, hbk, 11,076pp, £330.)

Thomas Manton (1620-77) was born in Somerset, 
the son of a minister, and after study at Oxford 
was ordained at the (even then, remarkably 

young) age of just nineteen. After ministering for a 
short time in Devon, he was inducted to the charge 
of St Mary’s, Stoke Newington, then outside London, 
where he rapidly established a reputation as one of 
the nation’s leading preachers, even in an age of great 
preaching.

Manton became increasingly prominent in the 
affairs of the Commonwealth, and in 1656 was 
translated to a major London church, St Paul’s, Covent 
Garden, to succeed Obadiah Sedgwick, preaching also 
as the ‘lecturer’ at Westminster Abbey. Manton tried to 
institute Presbyterian governance at St Paul’s, but the 
congregation, who had become used to Independency, 
rejected this, a reversal he accepted graciously. In 
1657, he was chosen ahead of such luminaries as Owen 
and Goodwin to preach the sermon at the installation 
of Cromwell as Lord Protector before the second 
protectorate Parliament. He laboured unsuccessfully 
to heal the breach between the Resolutioners and the 
Protesters among the Presbyterians of Scotland.

In the crisis of 1660, Manton favoured the 
Restoration of Charles II, travelling to Breda in the 
Netherlands to attend the monarch, for which he was 
honoured with the title of Royal Chaplain. He was 
sadly disappointed when the King’s return yielded 
only the reimposition of episcopacy and the liturgy. 

Like the other faithful Puritans, he endured the ‘Great 
Ejection’ of 1662, being removed from his charge and 
in his case declining preferment to the Deanery of 
Rochester; thereafter he lived on in Covent Garden, 
ministering privately as he was able, for which he 
was imprisoned for six months in 1670. In the period 
of Royal Indulgence (1672-75), he was again able 
to preach publicly, and after that was annulled, he 
continued covertly to pastor a small but aristocratic 
congregation at Covent Garden until his death.

The Banner’s decision to reprint the entire 
22-volume set of Manton for the first time since 
the nineteenth century is highly welcome. Unlike 
the principal Puritans reprinted in recent decades, 
such as Owen and Flavel, Manton was a covenanted 
Presbyterian, who served as a clerk to the Westminster 
Assembly, and his works are marked by the rigorous 
orthodoxy and careful definitions and distinctions 
of the Westminster Standards. While some volumes 
of Manton have been printed and circulated, the full 
Works has remained virtually unobtainable, and yet 
there can be few Puritan sets so valuable to the present 
day.

Manton was above all an expositor. These volumes 
consist almost entirely of sermons, the majority being 
consecutive expositions of passages of Scripture, 
including a good number of full chapters (Psalm 119, 
Isaiah 53, Matthew 25, Romans 6 & 8, 2 Corinthians 
5, 2 Thessalonians 2, etc.) and two complete books 
(James and Jude). This makes his work extremely 
valuable to preachers, since he opens both the meaning 
and the application of Scriptural passages with 
great fullness and clarity. Yet it also makes his work 

CHURCH HISTORY

THOMAS MANTON
REV. ALASDAIR J. MACLEOD
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accessible to a popular 
readership: the classical 
languages are used but 
translated; sentences are 
short; obscure words are 
rare. The reader is carried 
along by the careful and 
structured reasoning from 
Scripture, and edified and 
challenged by the deeply 
practical and searchingly 
experimental applications, 
the ‘uses’ that come so naturally from this master-
preacher on each text.

To read Manton, as with Edwards or Owen, is to 
feel oneself in the presence of a higher order of mind. 
Yet unlike these men, Manton’s genius is not so much 
for profound philosophical reasoning, as for the 
elucidation of the Scripture. Charnock helpfully called 
him the “best collector of sense of the age”. His skill is 
to read Scripture in the light of Scripture, opening up 
striking connections between one and another passage, 
not merely to interest, but to clarify and apply the very 
revelation of God to mind and soul. What knowledge 
of Scripture these men had! In Manton, one jewel 
sheds light upon another, which in turn illuminates a 
third. Here is the Bible, expounded intelligently and 
faithfully as one single book, reflecting the mind of one 
great Author.

In the Puritan manner, Manton draws ‘doctrines’ 
from each text, which are carefully derived with great 
skill and insight, explained in the light of the whole 
of Scripture, and then applied in ‘uses’. Sometimes a 
single great doctrine stretches over multiple sermons; 
on other occasions a multitude of truths bubble forth 
and can only briefly be expounded.

Manton writes with restraint. There are no great 
flights of oratory, and his illustrations are occasional 
and generally unremarkable. He does not have the 
skill of Brooks for the striking epigram (though he 
is occasionally very quotable) or the imagination of 
Bunyan. His slow pace will not be for every reader: the 
review volume on Hebrews 11 spent more than 200 
pages on the first four verses alone – twenty sermons, 
yet what rich sermons! In this respect, a more 
condensed Puritan author like Flavel or Watson may 
be more to modern taste. Yet for readability in the best 
sense, for constant clarity, illumination of Scripture, 
freshness of thought, and relevance of application, 
Manton bears comparison with any Puritan or indeed 
any author at all.

Preaching on “Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for” (Heb. 11:1), Manton explains how saving faith is 
the begun experience of Heaven, by yielding a hope, 

which is of the same ‘substance’ as the experience of 
Heaven, though not to the same magnitude: “Hope, 
by a mystery, and spiritual kind of magic, fetcheth 
heaven from heaven, and makes it exist in the heart 
of a believer. It doth not only, like the spies, bring us 
tidings, and a glorious report of that heaven, but makes 
heaven to stoop and earth to ascend, and brings the 
believer into the company of the blessed, and brings 
down the joys of the Spirit into the heart of a believer.” 
(vol. xiii, 327) Shortly after, he adds: “Grace is but 
young glory, and differs from glory as an infant doth 
from a man; therefore by degrees the Lord will have 
you enter upon your everlasting inheritance.” (xiii, 
331) Encouragement indeed!

A fine example of a telling Manton quote is on the 
difference between the right and wrong fear of God: 
“A godly man is afraid of losing God, and a carnal 
man is afraid of finding him.” (xiv, 197) Another is 
encouraging for those troubled by the darkness of the 
present day: “Walking with God is usually a counter-
motion to the times.” (xiv, 59) A third reminds of the 
essential harmony of Christian experience in all ages: 
“Christ brews the water of life out of gall, wormwood, 
and blood.” (xiii, 357)

Preaching on “By faith, he [Abraham] sojourned 
in the land of promise, as in a strange country” (Heb. 
11:9), Manton derives a remarkable eleven points of 
similarity between the believer and the stranger, and 
then brings out six precious applications (xiv, 254-59):

“We learn to mortify fleshly lusts, because these 
weaken our desires of heaven, and hinder us in our 
journey.”

“Do not embroil yourselves in the cares of this 
world.”

“Mind home more.”
“Do not conform yourselves according to the 

fashions of the world.”
“It teacheth us patience, to endure the 

inconveniences of this life without murmuring.”
“It teacheth us submission to the hand of God for 

our godly departed friends. Let us not grieve for the 
departed in the Lord, they are but gone home.”

Bound in handsome burgundy cloth, with cream 
dust jackets, this set deserves to grace every manse 
library in Scotland. Yet its greatest value will be in the 
use. The whole has been exceptionally indexed, both 
by subject and, best of all, by every Scriptural reference 
(in 22 volumes of exposition!). The result is a set that 
deserves constantly to be consulted, that will repay 
dividends on the comparatively modest price. Manton 
is commended to every serious Christian reader, and 
above all to preachers of the Word. Quite frankly, when 
reading this good is available to us, it is hard to justify 
spending serious time in lesser books.

Thomas Manton
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yet, despite this educational help from the glossary, we 
find a question (Q.36) asking about the “magisterium 
of the Roman Catholic Church”. It is difficult to think 
that a person who needed to consult the glossary 
would be aware of the meaning of ‘magisterium’ 
without additional help.

Sometimes answers to questions can be given only 
by those who have read the “Things to Think About” 
section, as the answer provided in the answer key is not 
within the text of the WCF. This could be regarded as 
a positive rather than a negative, of course, as it could 
encourage further and deeper study. So, for example, 
while the WCF speaks only of Hebrew and Greek as the 
languages used for the original text of Scripture, the 
answer key will include Aramaic.

Having encountered the Westminster Standards in 
my late teenage years, I believe a book like this would 
have been invaluable in providing a good grasp of the 
basics of the true Reformed religion.
Alastair Manderson (Knightswood)

The Great Transformation: The 
Sanctification and Glorification 
of the Believer
Maurice Roberts, Banner of 
Truth Trust, 2019, 144pp, 
£7.00

The subject of this book is 
clearly indicated by the 
subtitle. In other words, it 

touches on aspects of Christian 
faith and life of supreme interest to all believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. As Thomas Chalmers once put it in 
a letter to one of his brothers: “I look upon Baxter and 
Doddridge as two most impressive writers, and from 
them you are most likely to carry away the impression, 
that a preparation for eternity should be the main 
business and anxiety of time.”

The same impression is given in this fine, brief 
and yet remarkably comprehensive treatment of 
sanctification and glorification by Maurice Roberts. It 
is of course challenging for a spiritually dull age, but it 
is beautifully written and is fully representative of the 
best of our Reformed experiential religion.

There are eight chapters in the book, taking the 
reader from challenges for the believer in living 
through a world in which sin abounds, to the ultimate 
prospect of glory hereafter. It is sublime and sound 
teaching, each chapter bringing out from various 
passages of Scripture truth germane to holiness and 
heavenly hope. A feature of the book is the very helpful 

(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Our Faith: Understanding 
Scripture with the Westminster 
Confession
Matthew Vogan & Catherine 
Hyde, Reformation Scotland 
Trust, pbk, 310pp, £6.00

This book is a helpful guide 
for those who are new to 
the Westminster Confession 

of Faith (WCF) or who are looking 
for an accessible refresher course. While the book 
appears to be of intimidating size, it becomes clear 
that this is due to its format. The word count is lower 
than you may think from the introduction.

To begin with, the whole text of the WCF is printed 
at the top of the page in a section by section format. 
This saves the reader from having to have a copy of the 
Confession to hand to check the references.

Next there is “Things to Think About”, which 
is indebted to Rev. Maurice Roberts’ A Simplified 
Confession and highlights issues raised by the WCF. 
Sometimes this is as simple as a rewording of the 
Confession into simpler language; at other times there 
is additional information.

After this there is a glossary to explain the meaning 
of more obscure words in the WCF, followed by a list 
of Scripture References, with a word of explanation 
of how these texts act as a “proof”. The texts are 
not written in full; only the references are given, as 
passages to look up.

Finally, there are study questions which (unlike 
most works which include study questions) are 
helpfully linked to an answer section at the back 
of the book. At the end of the study there are cross-
references, where applicable, to other documents of 
the Westminster Assembly.

Looking with a critical eye, there are a few matters 
to raise. While a glossary is given to help with the 
understanding of the WCF, the authors of the book make 
use of several difficult words which are not explained 
elsewhere in the book. Some of these words are even 
part of the questions which are asked, and which leave 
the question as something that will need to be explained.

Take for example the questions associated with 
Chapter 1 Section 10 of the Confession (dealing with 
Scripture as the voice of the Ultimate Judge). The 
glossary helpfully explains that when things “are to be 
determined”, it means that they are to be “decided”. And 

BOOK 
REVIEWS
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use of illustrations throughout. In this reviewer’s 
opinion this is a classic of devotional literature.

Being quite brief it does not cover all aspects of 
the subject in depth. Some might look for more, for 
example, about the second coming of Christ, or the 
beatific vision, or the nature of the life of the saints and 
holy angels in glory. But this book whets the appetite 
for such things and provides abundant encouragement 
for the life of God in the soul. Highly recommended. 
Take up and read and your soul will be blessed.
Rev. John W. Keddie

In God’s Company: Christian Giants of Business
Peter Lupson, DayOne, pbk, 192pp, £8.00

This is an extremely 
interesting book, which, in 
the words of the subtitle, 

chronicles the lives of seven 
Christian giants of business. The 
author has carefully researched 
the history of these entrepreneurs 
– mostly living in the 19th century 
– and how they built up businesses 
which went on to become 
successful around the world.

A number of the names featured in the book will be 
instantly recognisable: William Colgate of toothpaste 
fame; Thomas Cook – although sadly the international 
travel firm he formed went into liquidation towards 
the end of last year; William Hartley – the jam maker; 
James Kraft – founder of the cheese firm, and Henry 
Heinz. The other businessmen whose lives are 
described to us are Henry Crowell, who formed the 
Quaker Oats Company, and Anthony Rossi, who only 
died in 1993 and set up the fruit juice giant Tropicana.

The path to success for these businessmen was 
not an easy one; none were “born with a silver spoon 
in their mouth” and all had to overcome various 
personal hardships in their lives as they built up their 
businesses. What unites them is that they all trusted 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and were renowned for their 
professional integrity as well as care for their employees 
and customers. A quotation from William Hartley 
characterises the outlook of all of these men: “This is the 
secret of all true success. The consecration of ourselves 
to Him who loved us and laid down His life for us.”

Whilst all of these men amassed considerable 
personal wealth, they were generous to their local 
communities, as well as giving of their time and money in 
the service of the Lord in their local church and beyond. 
We learn, for example, how Hartley built a village to 
house his employees and Crowell gave financial support 
to the Moody Bible Institute. The philanthropic nature of 

these men is summed up by Kraft: “The only investment 
I ever made which has paid consistently increasing 
dividends is the money I have given to the Lord.”

The book gives fascinating insights into the 
spiritual background of these men: some had a Baptist 
upbringing but we also meet Methodists and, in the case 
of Kraft, someone from a Mennonite family. Crowell 
was a Presbyterian, and not a Quaker as we might have 
assumed; the men who started the original oatmeal 
business used the name ‘Quaker’, as Quaker people 
were associated with purity and integrity. The business 
failed, as it did under the next owner, but under Crowell 
– who truly held these values – it succeeded.

I highly recommend this book and believe it will 
be enjoyed both by older children and adults. May it 
encourage us all, in whatever sphere of work to which 
we may be called, to seek to honour the Lord faithfully 
as these men did.
Dr Andrew Naylor (Harris)

Daily Readings for those who Endure
James Clark, booklet, 62pp, £3.25. Available from 
Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson Books 
or direct from the author at Westhill Free Church 
(Continuing), Inverness.

In this fifth booklet in the 
series, those who plod through 
life bearing many loads and 

burdens, often unspoken, will 
find in these readings a physician 
who brings to their condition a 
whole cabinet of medicines and 
remedies. Whether it be dealing 
with contention (Acts 15:39), 
strife, or battling loneliness (Luke 
24:15) or sorrow (Ecc. 7:2), the 
physician draws near and applies the right medication 
for our state.

What is so very helpful is the description of our 
state before the prescription is given. How often we 
don’t get that and so the wrong medication is given. 
Take the following case, where David is afraid (1 
Sam. 20:3). Clark explains: “He knew that one false 
step would bring sudden destruction. He had made 
mistakes before (who has not?), but Saul was watching 
him, and the devil with Saul, and he had no margin for 
error. If you want to know what happens next, then get 
the booklet, read for yourself, and enjoy the remedy. 

James Clark, Minister of our Inverness congregation, 
has done a great service to the whole Church of Christ. 
Highly recommended. [A reading from this volume was 
included in the September issue.]
Rev. Trevor Kirkland 
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
November              January   
1    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, Kilmorack & Strathglass   10  St Louis
8    Aberdeen, Tarbat      24  Atlanta
15  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
29  Kiltearn             (All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.”

Psalm 67:3
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