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It is a minute thing: just 125 nanometres in 
diameter. If eight million of them could be placed 
alongside each other, they would stretch no more 

than a metre. Yet such a small object, unseen and 
therefore unavoidable, is currently causing the deaths 
of thousands of people, producing fear in millions and 
threatening to bring the whole world to a standstill. It is 
‘coronavirus’. A new strain named COVID-19 originated 
in China late last year and has spread rapidly; many 
countries, including our own, have introduced drastic 
measures to try and contain it, and protect vulnerable 
individuals. We pray that the Lord will help.

The coronavirus is not the first thing of its kind, and 
it is unlikely to be the last. What is it saying to us? It 
has the same message as every other affliction which 
comes upon mankind. It is telling us that this is a fallen 
world, and it is pinning the blame upon our sinful 
race. It is declaring to all the peoples of the earth that 
our wilful disobedience incurs God’s displeasure. It is 
urging us to come to the Lord and seek His forgiveness. 
It is a call to repentance. But what is repentance, and 
why is it needed?

Importance
As God’s covenant people, Israel was often guilty of 
turning from Him, and they were urged to turn back. 
Isaiah complained of Judah: “Ah sinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity...they have forsaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they 
are gone away backward.” (Isa. 1:4) That describes our 
nation today. God said to Judah, “Wash you, make you 
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes” (v.16), and His gracious promise to them 
was, “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” (v.18) Ezekiel in his day had to deliver 
this urgent plea from the Lord: “turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” 
(Ezek. 33:11)

Christ and the apostles preached repentance. Our 
Lord began His public ministry with these words: 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) 
The apostles whom He commissioned “went out, 
and preached that men should repent.” (Mark 6:12) 
Christ said after His resurrection that “repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” (Luke 

24:47) At Pentecost, when the Jews cried out under 
the convicting preaching of the apostle Peter, “what 
shall we do?” he told them: “Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:37,38)

Duty
The exhortation to repent comes from the living God 
and is addressed to all men everywhere (Acts 17:30). 
Repentance is, therefore, our serious duty. Gospel 
ministers are heralds: they make a proclamation in the 
name of the King of kings, warning sinners to flee from 
the wrath which is to come upon the impenitent. They 
say with Paul: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” (2 Cor. 5:20). To 
hear the call to repentance lays an obligation upon us 
which we cannot avoid: we must repent of our sins!

Because so little is now said from pulpits about sin, 
and the need to humble ourselves before God and plead 
for His mercy, an emphasis on repentance may sound 
strange to some ears. Many think that all the gospel 
requires of us is faith in Jesus, yet repentance is also 
necessary in order to become a Christian. As our Shorter 
Catechism says, repentance, like faith, is “a saving grace” 
(Q.87). In Scripture, the connection is repeatedly 
made between repentance and the forgiveness of sin. 
Peter said to the worshippers at the temple, “Repent 
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out” (Acts 3:19). No one may expect God’s 
pardon unless and until they have forsaken their sins.

Conversion
The apostle Paul summed up his ministry in Ephesus 
in this way: “Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 20:21) Faith and repentance 
may be separated in our thinking, but they cannot 
be separated in our experience: both are involved 
in conversion to Christ. Faith without repentance is 
merely intellectual, and the Word of God warns against 
this sort of faith: “Even so faith, it if hath not works, is 
dead, being alone.” (James 2:17) Repentance without 
faith is merely emotional, and again there is a warning: 
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not 
to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death.” (2 Cor. 7:10)
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True repentance is a broken, contrite heart. There 
is a gracious change wrought in us by the Holy Spirit, 
overcoming our pride and giving us a different view 
upon our entire life. We willingly bow to God and 
take our proper place before Him, in the dust of our 
self-abasement. Much ‘repentance’ comes short of 
salvation, for it does not bring the sinner to God. Judas 
Iscariot “repented himself” (Matt. 27:3), but it was 
only remorse for his folly; there was no regard for 
God’s honour and no looking to Christ as the remedy 
for his sin. As Robert Shaw wrote: “True repentance 
includes hatred of sin, not only as that which exposes 
us to death, but as hateful in itself”. Have we thought 
upon our former ways, and turned our feet to God’s 
ways, as the psalmist did (Ps. 119:59)? Have we turned 
to the Lord with all our heart, soul, and might, as Josiah 
did (2 Kings 23:25)? This is what God demands of us.

Sanctification
Repentance ought to feature daily in the lives of 
Christians. We are called to frequent self-examination 
and constant amendment. This must be so because sin 
remains in our hearts until our dying day: only then 
do we enter the company of “just men made perfect” 
(Heb. 12:23). Here we enjoy fellowship with our thrice-
holy God, and the words spoken by God through Amos 
challenge us continually: “Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3) Repentance involves our 
mind being conformed to Christ’s mind, and our will to 
His will, as they are revealed in Scripture. The believer 
takes God’s side against his sinful self, as David did: 
“that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, 
and be clear when thou judgest.” (Ps. 51:4)

The chaff of our sin must be separated from the 
wheat of our grace. For that, we need a ministry 
which is searching, and endeavours to take forth “the 
precious from the vile” (Jer. 15:19). God will sift His 
people before He takes them into His garner, and the 
winnowing can be uncomfortable. When as Christ’s 
spiritual seed we are tempted down sinful paths, we 
need the chastisement of our heavenly Father to bring 
us to repentance. “If his children forsake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments; If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments; Then will I visit their 
transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes.” (Ps. 89:30-32) Yet this is always for our profit, 
that we might know a closer walk with the Lord (Heb. 
12:10). For this reason, Charles Simeon could say: 
“Repentance is in every view desirable, so necessary, 
so suited to honour God, that I seek that above all.”

Church and Nation
There is always a tendency for the visible church to 
depart from God, just as with Israel. We can see it in 

the letters to the seven churches of Asia. From His 
heavenly throne, the ascended and glorified Christ 
exhorted the church in Ephesus to repent, because it 
had left its first love – Himself (Rev. 2:4,5): likewise 
the church in Pergamos, for tolerating false teaching; 
the church in Thyatira, for tolerating idolatry; the 
church in Sardis, for its lack of spiritual life; and the 
church in Laodicea, for its lukewarmness. Sadly these 
churches did not heed Christ’s call; He removed their 
candlesticks, and the light went out. They serve as 
a warning to the church in every age. Even in our 
lifetimes, we have seen a fearful declension in some 
denominations, which are now in danger of outright 
apostasy.

There are times, as with Israel, when repentance is 
needed by the nation. Our rulers have a responsibility 
to uphold Christ’s church and act in her favour. Instead, 
they plot against the Lord and His anointed (Ps. 2:2), 
liberalising the laws on everything God disapproves, 
including abortion, sodomy, gambling and changing 
gender, and curtailing our liberty to proclaim the 
gospel of Christ and speak against immorality and 
false religion. Our nation needs to understand that 
when God says something is sinful, it does not matter 
how many politicians or people are in favour of it; that 
when the Bible says “sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Prov. 14:34), it certainly will be. The only way to 
remove our reproach is through national repentance, 
and it will take more than a virus to bring that about. 
Afflictions may bring us to our knees, but only grace 
can bring us back to God.  

Mercy
The Ninevites were a heathen people, yet they repented 
when Jonah preached to them (Jonah 3:5). They 
listened carefully, heeded his warning, and believed in 
God and His mercy. Nineveh was spared, and became a 
God-fearing city, at least for a time. We desire that and 
more for our nation, but let us not forget that the great 
Prophet Jesus Christ calls us to personal repentance 
(Matt. 12:41). How wonderfully great God’s mercy is 
in Him! Christ died on the cross to satisfy God’s justice 
and rose again for our justification. He has secured the 
pardon of sin and bestows upon His people everlasting 
life. May we heed the call to repentance!
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justice and rose again 
for our justification.”
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“And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath 
eaten” (Joel 2:25)

On my recent trip to Kenya on behalf of the Middle 
East Reformed Fellowship (MERF), there was 
much concern among the local people over the 

great swarm of locusts which was causing such damage 
in East Africa. Locusts are related to grasshoppers 
and the two insects look similar, but when locusts 
congregate into thick, ravenous swarms, it can spell 
disaster for an entire nation. A swarm of locusts can 
be the size of a city, and flying together they come like 
a dark cloud blotting out the sun. One swarm in Kenya 
covered an area of 25 miles by 40 miles. Needless to 
say they cause devastation everywhere: they eat up 
vast amounts of crops and multiply at an alarming 
rate. Mercifully the area I was visiting was spared – at 
least for the present.

Plagues and Mercy
The Children of Israel had seen the devastating plague 
of locusts which the Lord sent upon the land of Egypt 
(Exod. 10:12-15). In Deuteronomy chapter 28, God 
had warned them that if they were unfaithful to Him, 
they too would taste the bitter plagues which had 
destroyed Egypt. In Joel chapter 2, a terrible army is 
described coming against Israel; for their sins they 
suffered both plagues of marauding insects, leading to 
failed harvests, and enemy armies that devoured both 
them and their land. It is clear that these troubles were 
directly from the hand of the Lord, for the locusts are 
described as His great army (v.25). The Lord has many 
instruments for the chastening of His people and for 
bringing them back from their waywardness.

Yet the Lord waits to be gracious (Isa. 30:18), and 
there is a promise for God’s people. If they repent, He 
will restore to them “the years that the locust hath 
eaten” (Joel 2:25). As they humble themselves under 
His mighty hand and seek His face, He will meet them 
in mercy. What a rich promise this is to all of the Lord’s 
people, as they struggle with difficulty and affliction, 
and are oftentimes tempted to despair of any relief 
ever coming their way!

He Removes the Enemy
God promises to remove the enemy and to drive him 
far away (v.20). We are reminded of how in Egypt the 
Lord caused the deadly swarms to be carried away by 

a strong west wind and into the Red Sea (Exod. 10:19). 
He is well able to remove affliction, as Israel discovered 
on more than one occasion. In the days of Gideon, the 
Midianites and other nations came upon Israel like a 
swarm of locusts. No sooner were the crops coming 
to maturity than the enemy would come into the land, 
ruining the crops and leaving nothing for man or beast. 
However the Lord raised up Gideon, and with a mere 
handful of men, the marauding enemy was repelled and 
Israel, at least for a time, rejoiced in the Lord’s grace.

Perhaps you have suffered long under affliction 
and you can see no hope of relief. The locust eats up 
your pleasure and your peace. It may be that you can 
trace these things back to your own folly or, on the 
other hand, it may be as mysterious and trying for 
you as it was for Asaph and Job. You are tempted to 
call into question the Lord’s power to assist. “Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his 
tender mercies?” (Ps. 77:9) However the Psalmist then 
reminds himself that the Lord is a God of strength and 
wonders (Ps. 77:14). He recalls the way in which God 
redeemed His people, and the sea parted before the 
great voice of His omnipotence (vv.15,16). Let us not 
despair of God’s power, or conclude that His silence at 
the present hour is an indication that He is unable to 
hear or answer the cries of His people.

He Restores the Years
The Lord then gives a wonderful assurance of 
restoration. He would compensate His people for their 
lean years. Harvests and blessings would come again 
and the privations of that time would pass away. This 
is exactly what He did time and again in their history. 
He restored Israel even from exile, and the land was 
again a fruitful place.

In like manner the Lord is able to bring compensation 
to His people. How often times of blessings have come 
after sore trials and hard days! It was so for Joseph and 
for Job. It has been so for His church down through the 
years. The enemy comes in like a flood (Isa. 59:19), 
and it looks as though nothing will be left, but then 
God acts and the tide turns. Many believers can look 
back on wasted years, but in His grace they have found 
better times, and the locust-eaten years of emptiness 
have been replaced by His fulness. Let us come before 
the Lord, seeking that He may restore the locust-eaten 
years, and in His grace we may yet see days of blessing 
in our land and in our lives.

DEVOTIONAL

THE YEARS THAT THE LOCUST HATH EATEN
REV. MURDO A.N. MACLEOD
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Afourth distinctive principle of the Free Church 
– and perhaps the one most generally known – 
is its worship. It is not a matter of tradition, as 

many wrongly believe, but of adherence to Scripture.

Introduction
The clearest public evidence of the acceptance or 
rejection by the visible church of Christ’s Headship is 
in her Worship. When you examine the worship of any 
congregation, you will be able to conclude whether 
it is by Christ’s prescription, or by man’s preference. 
Anything that is done in worship, without express 
warrant from God, is man’s preference, and is unlawful. 
As man’s preference, it is a denial of Christ’s Headship 
of the Church, a denial of Christ’s Government of the 
Church, and a denial of Christ’s Worship in the Church.

At the Reformation, worship was a central argument. 
The Lutheran and Anglican churches continued, to a 
greater or lesser degree, to practise the papist principle 
of worship, which is that it is left to man. The Reformed 
Church followed the Regulative Principle of Worship, 
which is that God in His Word must give a precise and 
particular warrant for each element of public worship.

When the Reformed Faith came to Scotland it was 
this principle which was followed, being enshrined in 
the First Book of Discipline (1560), the Second Book of 
Discipline (1578) and ultimately in the Directory for 
Public Worship (1645) and the Westminster Confession 
of Faith (1647). In 1707 the General Assembly 
affirmed the Regulative Principle in its ‘Act anent 
Innovations in the Worship of God’, and subsequent 
legislation, including a ‘Class I’ (i.e. constitutional) 
Act in 1910, reaffirmed uniformity in public worship; 
these Acts are referred to at every ordination and 
induction of Ministers and other office-bearers in our 
denomination.

1. Worship Prescribed
Who decides our worship? Is it God or man? The 
Reformed Church uniquely insists that God alone 
decides, hence the Regulative Principle of Worship. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, speaking to the Pharisees 
and scribes, identified the two competing positions: 
we either hold the commandments of men or the 
commandment of God; it is the tradition of men versus 
the teaching of God’s Word (Mark 7:7-9).

It is therefore vital to ask of every element of 
worship, Who requires this? The First Commandment 
prescribes the object of worship, the Second the mode, 
the Third the spirit and the Fourth the time. The Second 
Commandment is the key one here, but astonishingly 
many professed Evangelicals reject it. In so doing it 
is no surprise that they undermine the other three 
commandments of the first table.

The Second Commandment forbids the making 
of graven images and bowing down to them (Exod. 
20:4,5). It teaches us that the acceptable way of 
worshipping God is instituted, defined and dictated 
by God alone. That is proven both positively and 
negatively: positively, when God says “Do this”; 
negatively, when God punishes man’s innovations. 
The Free Church minister James Begg (1808-1883), in 
his book Anarchy in Worship published in 1875, very 
helpfully gives the following examples:

(i) The Populist Innovator in Aaron and the Golden 
Calf

When Aaron fashioned a molten calf of gold, Moses 
said to him, “What did this people unto thee, that 
thou hast brought so great a sin upon them?” (Exod. 
32:21) Aaron replied, in effect, “The people wanted it, 
so I made it for them” (vv.23-24). What is significant 
is the timing. The incident of the golden calf came 
immediately after God’s prescription for Israel’s 
worship (Exod. 24-31). The sad consequence was that 
at God’s command 3,000 men were then slain.

(ii) The Presumptuous Innovator in Nadab and Abihu
Here were priests who thought they could disregard 

what God commanded and do their own thing, offering 
“strange fire” before the Lord – and perishing as a result 
(Lev. 10:1,2). The lesson is, when God says, “Do this”, 
He forbids us doing anything else. Yet most Evangelical 
churches now follow the Nadab and Abihu policy – “If 
it is not forbidden, we will do it” – forgetting that God’s 
commands exclude every man-made alternative.

(iii) The Pragmatic Innovator in Uzzah
God said that the ark was not to be touched, but 

when it seemed to Uzzah as though the ark would fall 
from the cart, he reached out to support it – and God 
slew him (2 Sam. 6:6,7). To be ‘well-meaning’ is not a 
sufficient principle for worship. Some will object that 
this was the Old Testament, but why should we assume 
that God has changed His requirement in the New 

DOCTRINE

FREE CHURCH DISTINCTIVES: 
(4) WORSHIP
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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many dress casually when going to church, as if they 
were coming from a pub or a nightclub.

2. Decent. “Let all things be done decently” (1 Cor. 
14:40). The word means “well-formed”, “appropriate”, 
“fitting”. Thus a service of worship must be shaped 
according to its overall purpose. It must have a right 
proportion, with a balance between the intellectual, 
volitional, emotional and spiritual.

3. Orderly. “Let all things be done...in order.” (1 Cor. 
14:40) The word signifies a regular arrangement or 
order. It is used of an army, describing the fixed array 
of men in ranks, and of a battle, referring to plans made 
by the generals. It is also used to describe the duties of 
Zacharias as a priest (Luke 1:8).

4. Edifying. “Let all things be done unto edifying.” 
(1 Cor. 14:26) The word refers to something done 
in order to teach and instruct. The opposite of this 
is “confusion” (v.33), a word indicating instability, 
disorder and the unexpected. God is not the author 
of uninhibited free expression in worship, but of a 
thoughtful, careful approach, not of “confusion” but of 
“peace”, meaning harmony. The parts of worship are 
never to be a collection of unconnected fragments, but 
should fit well together.

What is called ‘spontaneity’ in worship is the 
very opposite of what God demands, commands and 
expects.

Application
1. The privilege of worship must not be diminished 

by worldly demands. What is ‘nice’ to us cannot be 
used as a rule for worship. Entertainment is nice, 
but entertainment is for us, and for us alone. It is 
blasphemous to think that being entertained is the 
same as worshipping God. Worship is primarily for 
God, and only secondarily for us. Many who claim to be 
Evangelicals have reversed that order.

2. Unless worship is strictly confined to what God 
has prescribed, there is no limit to what professing 
Christians may wish to introduce. They will be unlikely 
to restrain themselves to the observance of ‘Christmas’ 
and ‘Easter’, but will soon want ‘Lent’ and other popish 
seasons, and worldly recitals, concerts, dramas and 
worse. The Lord says that there are two evils here: 
“they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water.” (Jer. 2:13)

3. The honour of God matters more than the 
popularity of the world. Christ said of the Samaritans, 
“Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we 
worship” (John 4:22). Today He would be accused of 
bigotry and prejudice, but God has not changed at all. 
He is still a jealous God, and jealous for the purity of 
His worship.

Testament? All the evidence points to a continuation 
of the Old Testament position. The New Testament, 
like the Old, explicitly condemns worship which is not 
commanded by God (Matt. 15:1-9; Col. 2:20-23), and 
like the Old Testament, God punishes innovations and 
abuses of His ordinances (1 Cor. 11:30). Gospel purity 
and purity of worship go together.

2. Worship Detailed
What are the elements of worship? There are 
frequent elements – praise, prayer, preaching and the 
Benediction – and infrequent elements, particularly 
the sacraments and vows. Each element requires its 
own warrant: you cannot take the warrant from one 
element and use it for another. Those who reject the 
Regulative Principle of Worship frequently do this. 
They say, Why do you insist on a Book of Praise and not 
insist also on a Book of Prayers and a Book of Sermons? 
They fail to grasp that every element must have its own 
command, provision and example.

Thus preaching is commanded: the Lord Jesus 
Christ says, “Go...preach” (Mark 16:15), and Paul 
says, “Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). The provision 
is that Christ raises up ministers to preach. There are 
numerous examples of sermons in the Bible, along 
with rules for preaching.

Likewise prayer is commanded (Matt. 6:9). The 
provision we have is not a book of prayers but “the 
Spirit”, who “helpeth our infirmities” (Rom. 8:26). 
There are many examples of prayer in Scripture, which 
are there to direct us.

Finally, praise is commanded (Ps. 111:1; 117:1). The 
provision is a Book of Praise consisting of 150 songs, 
all of which are inspired by God. There are examples 
in the Bible of the church singing psalms, including in 
the New Testament (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; James 5:13).

The implication is that everything else is 
forbidden and excluded, such as musical instruments, 
dance, soloists, choirs, testimonies and man-made 
compositions for singing.

3. Worship Ordered
There are four general principles which govern the 
conduct of the worshippers and the Minister. It ought 
to be:

1. Reverent. “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that 
are about him.” (Ps. 89:7) This means that everything 
in worship is to be characterised with reverence (i.e. 
awe, adoration, deference and respect), which rules 
out man-made, man-induced spontaneity. We are to be 
reverent in our behaviour: “that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God” (1 
Tim. 3:15). We are to be reverent in our appearance too: 
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“For I have five brethren...” (Luke 16:28)

The climax of Christ’s parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus is when the rich man asks for 
Lazarus to be sent to his five brothers to warn 

them to repent (Luke 16:27,30), and so avoid Hell. 
He wanted this for purely selfish reasons – to avoid 
an increase of tormenting guilt when they arrived in 
Hell to reproach him! The rich man’s request for  a 
‘special service’ for his brothers is refused: there is 
a sufficiency in the Word of God to tell them about 
Christ (v.31), to whom Moses and the Prophets bear 
witness (John 5:46; Luke 24:27). The characters of us 
all are to be found in the Gospels, and it would not 
surprise us if the five brothers are portrayed there 
too.

Rich
One brother was probably a rich man, like his brother 
who had died. The rich man saw no gain in what 
Lazarus believed. His gains were in what he could 
collect and possess. If he did go to church, he would 
choose a respectable church which conformed to the 
ongoing changes in society. There he would hear of 
‘prosperity theology’, the teaching that God shows His 
favour toward people by adding to them the world’s 
riches. This is a fallacy in thinking which is shared by 
turkeys who are given rich feeding in mid-December!    

Pharisee
A second brother could be the conscientiously 
religious type, the Pharisee, who did upright things in 
the community, was active in the church, and expected 
God to reward him accordingly. He did not like this 
‘Gospel’ that we were all equally born sinners, who 
have no claim upon God’s mercy. This was not ‘good 
news’ to him, because he was “not as other men are” 
(Luke 18:11). For him the keeping of the law was far 
more important than faith in Christ: to him Christ was 
an extra, and not essential for his salvation.

Sadducee
Another brother would be religious, but selectively – 
like the Sadducee. He would do the minimum, attending 

a service now and again, but what was important to 
him was changing this present world. For him politics 
was more important than theology, and much more 
interesting. He focused on criticising leaders, exploring 
conspiracy theories and amending employment law. 
“One had to be careful to keep one’s religion part-time, 
and not to let it take over our lives.”

Irreligious
Yet another brother had no religion at all. He was the 
black sheep in the family. On his side he was repelled 
by the smug superior attitude of his brothers who, 
although they were religious, were not nice persons. 
Their religion was not attractive; they were aggressive 
towards sinners and repelled them. “This Person 
Jesus Christ seems very different in character from 
His followers. I wonder what He thinks of them! I do 
not want to be associated with them – they are never 
happy anyway!”

Careless
And then there was the youngest brother. He had no 
time for religion. What was important to him was the 
here and now, “not all this stuff about eternity”. He was 
not openly antagonistic to religion, he just did not need 
it.  Maybe it was something he would look into when 
he got older, but he was “too busy” just now. Too busy? 
Someone once wrote on a grave stone of a young man, 
“too late”.

Lazarus
In comparison, Lazarus looked hopeless. Yes, he died 
with no hope...other than hope in Christ. And this is 
faith, to wait with and for only one Hope, our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 1:1). There is no need here 
for a ‘special service’ with a ‘celebrity preacher’ from 
the dead.

“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words 
of eternal life.” (John 6:68) It would be better for us in 
our day, as a matter of great importance, to hold prayer 
meetings, and to plead for the power of the Holy Spirit 
to apply to the unconverted the Word of God, which 
so many, like the rich man’s five brothers, have before 
them already (Luke 16:29).

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE RICH MAN’S FIVE BROTHERS
REV. JAMES CLARK
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In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, the going was not 
easy in the Valley of Humiliation. Christian met 
with ‘Apollyon’, who did all he could to destroy him, 

and then with ‘Pope’ and ‘Pagan’, who tried to terrify 
him into submission. Faithful, coming to the foot of the 
hill called Difficulty, bumped into the aged ‘Adam the 
First’, who had three daughters called ‘The Lust of the 
Eyes’, ‘The Lust of the Flesh’ and the ‘The Pride of Life’. 
Faithful was inclined to go with this “old man”, and 
labour for him, but then came a terrifying thought: he 
would be a slave. 

Boldfaced
After this, Faithful met with Discontent, who 
misrepresented the way Faithful was on, telling him 
that if he continued on it he would lose all his friends. 
That was a trial indeed, yet the journey mattered 
more than his friends. Shortly after this Faithful told 
Christian how he met with Shame in the way. Of all the 
people Faithful encountered during his pilgrimage, he 
thought this one was wrongly named: Shame was so 
boldfaced that he would never agree with anything 
Faithful said. As Faithful explained to Christian, “he 
objected against religion itself”.

Perhaps you have met people like that. They reject 
belief in God and pour scorn upon the followers of 
Christ. We learn from Faithful’s experience how we 
should react to them.

Arguments
Faithful listed Shame’s arguments against Christianity. 
The main ones were:

• to have a tender conscience about wrongdoing is 
not fitting for a real man; 

• for a man to watch over his words and ways, 
refraining from the sort of things that braver spirits get 
up to, makes him look ridiculous in the sight of others;

• few of the mighty, rich or wise of this world ever 
followed Christianity, it being foolish to venture the 
loss of everything for nobody knows what. 1 Cor. 1:26; 
3:18; Phil. 3:7-9; John 7:48.

• the Christians of his time were poor, lowly, 
ignorant and lacking in the understanding of natural 
science. 

Shame said that it was “a shame to sit whining and 
mourning under a sermon, and a shame to come sighing 
and groaning home”; and, “a shame to ask my neighbour 
forgiveness for petty faults, or to make restitution where 
I have taken from any.”

Reply
At first Faithful did not know how to respond. He felt 
his blood rising up in his face. “Shame fetched it up, 
and had almost beat me quite off”. But then he began 
to recover from the shock of what Shame was saying. 
He remembered Christ’s words, “that which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight 
of God.” (Luke 16:15) Faithful realised the nature of 
Shame, that “this Shame tells me what men are; but it 
tells me nothing what God or the Word of God is. And I 
thought, moreover, that at the day of doom, we shall not 
be doomed to death or life according to the hectoring 
spirits of the world, but according to the wisdom and 
law of the Highest.”

Faithful then thought, “what God says is best, indeed 
is best, though all the men in the world are against it.” 
Seeing that “they that make themselves fools for the 
kingdom of heaven are wisest”, and that “the poor man 
that loveth Christ is richer than the greatest man in the 
world that hates him”, Faithful was able to say to his foe: 
“Shame, depart, thou art an enemy to my salvation! Shall 
I entertain thee against my sovereign Lord? How then 
shall I look him in the face at his coming?” (Mark 8:38)

Victory
Faithful’s conflict with Shame was not yet over, 
however. “But, indeed, this Shame was a bold villain; 
I could scarce shake him out of my company; yea, he 
would be haunting of me, and continually whispering me 
in the ear, with some one or other of the infirmities that 
attend religion.” There was only one thing for Faithful 
to do. He stood up to Shame, and told him that it was 
vain for him to try and turn him away from the Lord. 
Concerning the very things which Shame considered 
so unworthy of respect, Faithful said, “in those did I see 
most glory”. Then he was free of Shame!

Christian was delighted at Faithful’s deliverance, 
but he added a warning regarding Shame: “he is so bold 
as to follow us in the streets, and to attempt to put us 
to shame before all men: that is, to make us ashamed of 
that which is good; but if he was not himself audacious, 
he would never attempt to do as he does. But let us still 
resist him; for, notwithstanding all his bravadoes, he 
promoteth the fool, and none else.”

Paul exhorted Timothy: “Be not thou therefore 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord” (2 Tim. 1:8). 
These words speak to us, in a day when many are 
turning from the truth out of love for the world. Let us 
be faithful to our loving Saviour!

YOUTH FOCUS

“I MET WITH SHAME”
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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Obituary – Dr Murdoch Murchison, Beauly 
(Rev. Harry Woods)

On 2nd December 2019 it pleased the Lord to 
take his servant Murdoch Murchison home to 
be with himself. At the age of nineteen Murdo, 

as he was more affectionately known, was brought 
under conviction of sin and to an awareness of his 
need of salvation through the instrumentality of his 
four sisters. It had pleased the Lord to individually 
and independently bring them to a saving interest in 
Christ, and they agreed to write to Murdo, encouraging 
him to confess his sins and to trust in Christ alone for 
his eternal salvation. The Lord was pleased to bless 
this sisterly intervention and Murdo was enlightened 
in his mind in the knowledge of Christ and given grace 
to look to him alone as his Saviour.

Murdo served the Church faithfully, and knew what 
it was to suffer for doing so. In 2000 he adhered to the 
congregation of Kilmorack and Strathglass (Beauly) 
and served as an elder there until his death. Both he 
and his wife Maurine were loved by the congregation, 
and when Maurine passed away in April of 2008 it was 
a great blow to us all, and more so to Murdo, who never 
really got over her passing. Nevertheless he continued 
to serve diligently as an elder until in the last few years 
ill health and infirmity prevented him from taking such 
an active role in the congregation as he previously had.

It became necessary for Murdo to move to Edinburgh 
to be nearer his family. When there he was placed in a 
nursing home where he received the care he required, 
until he passed from this world into the presence of 
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the Lord whom he loved so much. His removal from 
the congregation is a sorry loss to us and we miss him 
greatly, but we know that he is in a much better place 
and beholds by sight the Saviour whom he longed to 
be with.

We commit his sisters Alina, Lilian, Margaret and 
Mairi, his children John, Alison, Elizabeth, Murdo 
and Andrew, all the grandchildren and all the other 
relatives, to the care of the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort.

Building Work Begins in Aultbea 
(Rev. Murdo MacIver)

Since January 2000, the congregation of Poolewe 
& Aultbea have worshipped in the local primary 
school building in Bualnaluib. While the intention 

was for this to be only a temporary arrangement, over 
the past twenty years the congregation have been 
unable to identify or secure a building for the exclusive 
use of the public worship of God.

Following a providential meeting with a local 
Christian man in the spring of 2017, the opportunity 
to purchase a very suitable piece of land in Aultbea, 
at a most favourable price, presented itself to the 
congregation. Application for full planning consent and 
building warrant were submitted to Highland Council 
and legal transactions to acquire title to the land 
commenced. These proved rather more complicated 
than initially thought and have taken nearly 21 months to 
conclude. However, waiting patiently upon the Lord and 
committing the whole project to Him in prayer, on 26th 
February this year, the land passed into the ownership 
of the Trustees of the Poolewe & Aultbea Congregation. 
Appropriate Council planning and building permissions 
have now also been fully approved. A spirit of joy and 
humble thankfulness to the Most High for His goodness 
abounds in the congregation.

The project is divided into two phases. Phase 1 
involved the demolition of an existing property and 
extensive preparatory groundworks, work which was 
completed in November 2019. Phase 2 involves the 
erection of the new building and foundation work for 
this began in early February. When complete it should 
comfortably accommodate 35 seats, with the potential 
(depending on funds available) of installing a folding 
partition wall, allowing for an additional seating area 
to the rear of the sanctuary, if and when required in 
the future.

The small congregation of Poolewe & Aultbea have 
accumulated some funds in their Congregational 
Building Fund account, but insufficient to cover the 
total estimated cost of the building project. A loan 

Murdoch Murchison (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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application has been approved by the Church’s Finance 
& Sustentation Committee and has been submitted to 
the Christian mortgage lender Stewardship for their 
consideration.

This is an exciting and encouraging time for the 
congregation, and it is hoped that it is a source of 
similar encouragement to the wider denomination. 
In a day of small things this is surely news to gladden 
the heart of all those who love the Lord’s cause, that 
He has made provision of a dedicated building for the 
public worship of His name in Aultbea.

The small congregation have carefully examined their 
ability to repay any mortgage loan and have stretched 
themselves as far as is fiscally prudent. Any additional 
funds received from the wider denomination or beyond, 
would greatly ease any future financial burden. The 
congregation has been greatly humbled by several kind 
donations already made from sister congregations and 
individuals, which have all helped immensely.

Should any reader wish to make a further 
contribution towards this building work please 
send it, suitably marked, to: Mrs Joanne MacIver, 
Congregational Treasurer, FC(C) Manse, 6 Pier Road, 
Aultbea, Achnasheen IV22 2JQ.

Above all, please remember this project in prayer.

Spring Conference (Publications Committee)

In light of developing circumstances regarding 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), the Publications 
Committee have decided to cancel the Spring 

Conference which was due to take place in Inverness 
on Friday 10th April 2020. No date has been planned 
to reschedule the event.

Sudan’s Dangerous and Fragile Path of Change 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On 9 March Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok (64) 
survived an assassination attempt. PM Hamdok 
leads Sudan’s transitional government tasked 

with leading the country to democracy. In August 2019 
a Coptic Christian woman (a judge) was appointed 
to the Sovereign Council. In September, and again 
in November, the new Minister for Religious Affairs 
publicly advocated for religious freedom, lamented past 
persecution of Christians, promised justice and invited 
Sudanese Jews to return and reclaim their citizenship....
On 9 March a draft bill was tabled that will repeal the 
death penalty for apostasy (leaving Islam). However, 
resistance is growing: from al-Bashir loyalists, Islamic 
fundamentalists, a divided military and security sector 
and Sudan’s Deep State. Please pray.

Quote

“If God, by the affliction that is upon thee, shall 
teach thee how to loathe sin more, how to 
trample upon the world more, and how to walk 

with God more, thy afflictions are in love. If God shall 
teach thee by afflictions how to die to sin more, and 
how to die to thy relations more, and how to die to thy 
self-interest more, thy afflictions are in love. If God shall 
teach thee by afflictions how to live to Christ more, 
how to lift up Christ more, and how to long for Christ 
more, thy afflictions are in love. If God shall teach thee 
by afflictions how to get assurance of a better life, and 
to be still in a gracious readiness and preparedness for 
the day of thy death, thy afflictions are in love.”
Thomas Brooks

CHURCH NEWS

Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org

The site of the new church building in Aultbea. L-R: Mr Garry Davidson 
(deacon), Mr Murdo MacDonald (elder), Rev. Murdo MacIver.
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The city of St. Louis, Missouri, USA rests near the 
confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. 
A significant city during America’s westward 

expansion, the city rose to some prominence in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. This drew immigrants 
from distant regions of the world, and the city remains 
something of a centre for immigrants and refugees 
today. The metropolitan area is home to roughly 2.8 
million people, and the religious context is diverse. 
Once known as the Rome of the West, it is no surprise 
to find many in St. Louis identifying as Roman Catholic. 
That said, churches from the whole spectrum of 
Protestantism may be found in almost every section of 
the city. A number of these would be broadly Reformed.

Background
The congregation in St. Louis is locally known as Sovereign 
Grace Presbyterian Church, and exists as the only 
congregation in the area adhering to the whole doctrine 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith. The work officially 
commenced in 2008 when the Presbytery established a 
preaching station, which developed out of a Bible study 
of three families. As the Lord added his blessing, more 
families joined, until in 2012 the preaching station was 
established as a congregation. The families called Rev. 
Jonathan Mattull as minister. He laboured as a headmaster 
of a small classical Christian school in St. Louis until the 
Lord, in his mercy, made a way for the congregation to 
support him more fully, starting this January. This has 
enabled him to resign his office as headmaster and give 
greater focus to the work of the ministry.

Services
The congregation currently hosts two worship services 
on the Lord’s Day, at 9.30am and 4.30pm. These are 
broadcast live on the congregation’s Facebook page. 
Following the morning service, the congregation 

reassembles for its education hour, where time is given 
to catechising and other instruction. On the first Sabbath 
of each month, the 
congregation holds 
a time of prayer, 
and welcomes 
any requests from 
other congregations 
or individuals. A 
meeting for prayer 
and study is held on 
Wednesday evening. 
The Lord’s Supper is 
administered on the 
second Sabbath of 
January, April, July, 
and October.

Prayer
Religious ignorance blankets much of St. Louis. The 
overwhelming majority of St. Louisans give little 
evidence of saving faith in Jesus Christ or interest in 
eternal things. As the USA is generally a melting pot 
of cultures and religions, St. Louis is so specifically. A 
large number of churches lack a clear understanding of 
even some basic Protestant doctrines, much less right 
worship. It is a testimony of the Lord’s grace that he has 
gathered together families from various backgrounds 
and experiences, and that they remain faithful and 
earnest in the faith. Pray for the congregation to 
remain steadfast and faithful. Above all, please pray 
that the Lord would use this congregation to hold 
forth the good news of Jesus Christ to a lost city to see 
sinners converted and believers built up in knowledge, 
faith and holiness. The congregation is encouraged 
with the recent increase of Mr Mattull’s labour. Please 
commend this to the Lord for his blessing.

AROUND THE CHURCH

ST. LOUIS
REV. JONATHAN MATTULL

The St. Louis congregation

Rev. Jonathan Mattull, his 
wife Jenny and their family
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MISSIONS

Atrip to east Asia to provide some Bible training 
to pastors and preachers might sound like an 
exotic working break, but the reality is quite 

different. Not only is it all go from the moment of 
departure until returning home, but there is an 
awareness of a spiritual battle which requires the 
Lord’s protection and help.

Enthusiasm for Teaching
On this occasion we were in a new training base, but as 
I knew the general routine I was unconcerned about 
the change. Indeed, I was looking forward to meeting 
a completely new group of men and delivering the 
same teaching I had given on a previous trip – Bible 
teaching on Christ in the Psalms, doctrine covering 
God’s Decree, Election, Creation and Providence, and 
practical teaching on Family Worship. Being familiar 
with the material was helpful. Until, that is, I began 
to recognise a few well-kent faces. While it was a joy 
to meet them again, it was also somewhat disturbing! 
They had heard this teaching before!

Thankfully I had already prepared a fresh lecture 
on Psalm 16 and in the late evenings I managed to 
prepare another on Psalm 72, to supplement what 
was already in place. However, such was their hunger 
for teaching and delight to hear these truths again, 
that one would never have guessed that this was not 
all new to them. Their gracious and warm spirit and 
evident enthusiasm for the teaching was a source of 
great encouragement.

Sermon Themes
In Scotland we are used to the Psalms and used to 
looking for Christ in them. This was a new theme for 
many of these brethren. The Psalms are in many ways 
a gateway to the Old Testament. Those who sing them 
not only follow the Biblical pattern for worship and 
walk in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus; they are also 
equipped to better understand the Old Testament in 
the light of the New. The lectures on the Psalms were 
designed to help the brethren in their preaching. 
Over two evenings they were asked to provide some 
sample sermon themes and outlines based on the 
teaching given, and it was a joy to see them relating 
the Psalms to Christ as they shared their sermon 
ideas.

Difficulties
Despite the language barrier, it was possible to learn 
something about the current circumstances of the Church. 
In the last few years things have become more difficult. 
Numerically the Church is not growing as it once was. 
However, as numerous brethren put it, it is growing in 
depth. While in theory they may be banned from meeting 
together, in practice they can, although they never know 
when trouble may arise. The pressure is relentless and 
can be wearing, but it keeps our brethren at the throne 
of grace. They seem content and uncomplaining – indeed 
they rejoice that they have found the liberating truth of 
Christ and long for others to know it.

Carefulness
Thankfully the Lord kept us safe during this session and 
the time was uneventful. However, I was conscious of 
how careful these brethren must be. During one brief 
morning break I returned to my room. I was just coming 
into a more public space when a brother grabbed my 
arm and ushered me back to my room. Someone from 
the authorities had appeared, though thankfully he 
soon left and we could resume as normal. This was a 
timely reminder that however safe a base may be, one 
never knows when danger may appear.

In the evening, after dark, I was able to go out for a 
walk in the rural setting we were in. On one occasion 
a car pulled up as we returned to our base. While a 
concerned brother went on to check things out, I was 
left trying to explain to some non-English speakers why 
we could not proceed back at present. Thankfully it 
was only some friends, but it was a reminder that the 
brethren must be most careful in these places.

Prayer
Our brethren in east Asia need our prayers, not only 
during the training sessions but also daily, that the Lord 
will keep them and their congregations safe as well as 
steadfast. East Asia has been affected by coronavirus, and 
many brethren have been virtual prisoners in their homes 
for some weeks. Some have been infected by the virus. 
Let us pray that not only in that area, but also throughout 
the world, God would yet bless this providence to many, 
that they might turn to the One who alone can give 
physical and spiritual health. Amidst the fear, may we all 
be witnesses of His grace and show forth His peace.

A VISIT TO EAST ASIA
REV. GRAEME CRAIG
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CORONAVIRUS

A divine judgement

As of 20 March, the coronavirus disease 2019 
has killed over 10,000 people worldwide. This 
is far more than Avian flu and SARS, outbreaks 

of which have been confined largely to Asian countries. 
Yet it may surprise us to learn that, according to 
figures issued by the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in 2017, the annual global death toll of 
seasonal flu is between 291,000 and 646,000.

A far larger and more shocking statistic however is 
abortion. According to the World Health Organization, 
there are an estimated 50 million abortions in the 
world every year. In 2018, a total of 218,581 babies 
were killed by abortion in England, Wales and 
Scotland, equivalent to the population of Aberdeen 
being murdered. Since abortion was legalised in 1967 
there have been almost 9,000,000 abortions in the UK; 
this shocking number is approaching twice the present 
population of Scotland. 

Is there an explanation for the coronavirus pandemic, 
apart from any which scientists and medical experts 
may give? The Bible tells us that “the whole world 
lieth in wickedness” (1 John 5:19), which includes 
the wickedness of abortion, a sin against the sixth 
commandment. As a result, the whole world is subject to 
divine judgement. “For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men” (Rom. 1:18). This wrath is continually revealed, and 
currently it is evident in the form of the coronavirus. This 
is the context in which the Church (through preaching) 
and the Christian (by bearing witness) makes known 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In 1865 England was devastated with an epidemic 
of foot-and-mouth disease. J.C. Ryle preached a sermon 
entitled The Finger of God and his concluding prayer is 
as relevant to us today as it was to his perplexed and 
suffering congregation: “Almighty God, who orderest 
all things in heaven and earth, and in whose hand is 
the life of man and beast, have pity on us miserable 
sinners, who are now visited with great sickness and 
mortality among our beasts. We humbly confess that 
we deserve thy chastisement because of our many 
national sins, but spare us, good Lord, according to thy 
tender mercies. Deal not with us according to our sins. 
Withdraw from us this grievous plague and restore 
health to our cattle. Above all, stir up amongst us true 
repentance and increase true religion in the land. We 
ask all in the name and through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory. Amen.”

MALE AND FEMALE

Feminists and transgenderism

An unintended consequence of the transgender 
campaign is the reaction it has generated 
among some feminists. Those who for decades 

have fought for women’s equality with men in every 
area of life now find to their alarm that some men 
are pushing for an equality with women – a very 
literal one: they want to become women. Nature and 
Scripture tell us that no man can actually become 
a woman, but then they also tell us that men and 
women are different to each other and have their own 
appointed roles in life, so presumably these feminists 
are not following the lead of these authorities, 
especially the Bible. Perhaps they are just using some 
common sense.

While these feminists have been quick to deny that 
they are ‘transphobic’, they have had to endure the 
wrath of the transgender movement nonetheless. One 
such is the Guardian columnist Suzanne Moore, who in 
March wrote an article in which she insisted that while 
gender is a “social construct”, and something from 
which women “seek liberation”, sex is not. Her concern 
is that if sex is viewed as a social construct, rather than 
as a biological fact, then ‘women’s rights’, which are 
protected in law, will be eroded. She defended single-
sex spaces for women, saying that “vulnerable women 
in refuges and prisons must be allowed to live in safe 
environments”, adding that “the common enemy here 
is the patriarchy”. Hundreds of staff at the newspaper 
then signed a letter attacking its decision to publish 
Moore’s article.

Setting her feminist rhetoric aside, the fear 
expressed by Moore is a real one. In 2018 there was 
a case in England where a convicted male rapist 
who identified as a woman was placed in a women’s 
prison, where he was able to abuse more women. The 
transgender lobby is fond of repeating the mantra that 
“trans women are women”, but this hardly provides 
any comfort for women who have been assaulted by 
such individuals, or reassurance for women who may 
feel threatened by their presence in what they thought 
was their own place.

We should not really be surprised by this conflict. 
It is an indication of the confusion which results when 
God’s order is set aside. The answer to transgenderism 
is not feminism but ‘complementarianism’. In other 
words, the biblical truth that God made man male 
and female, both bearing His image (Gen. 1:27), yet as 
counterparts, each having a distinct identity, so that 
between them His glory is fully reflected.

COMMENT
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As Protestants, our opposition to the Papacy 
is based upon its claims, whereby the Pope 
purports to claim to represent Christ and to 

exercise His authority upon earth: “he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” (2 
Thess. 2:4) But it is no surprise when the conduct of the 
Papacy verifies its moral and spiritual bankruptcy. This 
has been evidenced by a recent book, Hitler’s Pope: The 
Secret History of Pius XII, by the journalist John Cornwell. 
It makes for fascinating, albeit disturbing, reading.

The Context
Even a century ago Romanism was remarkable for 
its overt authoritarianism. The future Pope Pius XII, 
Eugenio Pacelli (1876-1958) was born under the long 
and autocratic reign of Pius IX, who summoned the 
First Vatican Council which defined Papal infallibility.. 
The oath Pacelli was required to take as a priest with 
administrative responsibilities “required acceptance 
of all papal teaching, and acquiescence at all times to 
the meaning and sense of such teaching as dictated by 
the Pope” (Cornwell, p.39). As one historian observed, 
“There was no possibility of any form of dissent, even 
interior” (quoted in Cornwell, p.39). The same vow, 
only a little modified, is required to this day.

World War One
Pacelli’s whole career before his own election to the 
Papacy was spent as a Vatican diplomat, and was 
itself grave in its implications. In 1913, he negotiated 
a concordat (treaty) between the Vatican and Serbia, 
a majority Orthodox country, to protect the rights 
of Roman Catholicism in its borders. In doing so, he 
abrogated on behalf of the Vatican the ancient powers 
over the Catholic Church exercised in the region by the 
Austro-Hungarian Emperor. It was an effective power 
grab by the Vatican at the expense of the Emperor, 
but it ratcheted up greatly the international tensions 
between Austria and Serbia – tensions which would 
explode in the commencement of the First World 
War in August 1914. History has largely forgotten the 
Vatican’s contribution to these tensions.                  

Germany
In 1917, Pacelli became papal nuncio (ambassador) 
in Germany. Pacelli was in many respects successful, 
acquiring great prestige and a high public profile as the 

effective ambassador of the Vatican to Germany, which 
has a large Catholic population. His letters in that role 
give the impression that he shared the anti-Semitism 
that was growing in that country (p.75). His principal 
work, however, was the negotiation of a concordat with 
Germany, which he failed to agree with democratic 
politicians, but signed eventually with Hitler once Hitler 
had become Chancellor of Germany in 1933.

The Reich Concordat
Hitler was determined to ensure that no social or 
political institutions which could challenge Nazi rule 
in Germany would survive, and the winding up of the 
Catholic organisations was his price for the concordat.
Pacelli negotiated the end of the Centre party, a 
powerful Catholic political party that remained legal 
and independent from the Nazi government, as well 
as the vast Catholic youth organisations which offered 
an alternative to the Hitler Youth. For the prestige and 
diplomatic recognition that the concordat would grant 
to the Vatican, Pacelli willingly sacrificed institutions 
that could have offered challenge and opposition to 
Nazi ideology. Cornwell comments: “Catholic critics 
fell silent. A great church, which might have formed the 
basis of an opposition, confined itself to the sacristy.” 
(p.157)

While Jews and Social Democrats were beaten up 
and tortured in the first concentration camps, and 
individual brave Catholics with them, the Vatican 
concluded its cordial agreement with the Nazi regime. 
The Catholic politician Heinrich Brüning noted 
bitterly that Pacelli “visualized an authoritarian state 
and an authoritarian Church directed by the Vatican 
bureaucracy, the two to conclude an eternal league 
with one another” (quoted, p.150). Towards the Jews 
of Germany, now defenceless under the Third Reich, 
Pacelli’s policy was, writes Cornwell, “public silence 
and private indifference” (p.188).

Pope Pius XII
With the death of Pius XI, early in 1939, Pacelli was 
elevated to the Papacy. One of his first acts was to cancel 
an encyclical (pastoral letter) that his predecessor 
had been preparing condemning Nazi racism and 
anti-Semitism. Instead, he wrote a flattering letter of 
greeting to “the Illustrious Herr Adolf Hitler, Führer and 
Chancellor of the German Reich” (quoted, p.208). By 
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this time, having annexed Austria, half the population 
of the Reich was Roman Catholic, and, for them, the 
Pope was the ‘supreme arbiter of moral values on 
earth’ (p.215). His failure to mobilise public opinion, 
and to urge resistance, whether active or passive, to a 
regime of unprecedented brutality and thuggery, was 
astonishing.

World War II
Yet worse was to come. On 1 September 1939, 
Hitler launched a colossal invasion of Poland, an 
overwhelmingly Catholic country. By prior secret 
agreement, the Soviets simultaneously conquered 
eastern regions of Poland, apportioning the country, 
with hideous destruction and bloodshed, between two 
totalitarian dictatorships. Yet Pacelli remained silent 
and neutral, to the bewilderment of the democracies 
now mobilising in Poland’s defence. When he at last 
wrote an encyclical in response, his tone remained 
equivocal, offering sympathy, but no denunciation of 
Nazi aggression as the cause of war.

Croatia
In 1941, following his conquest of Yugoslavia, Hitler 
granted independence to the small Catholic country of
Croatia, under the dictatorship of his ally Ante Pavelic. 
Pavelic immediately launched a horrific campaign of 
ethnic cleansing, which continued until 1945, against 
Orthodox Serbs, Jews and Gypsies. The campaign 
included acts of torture that horrified even the 
hardened German troops stationed within the country 
(p.249). The details of some incidents are not fit for 
a family magazine. The purpose of the campaign of 
terror was clear: “enforced conversions from Orthodox 
to Catholic Christianity” (p.252).

The local bishops, and the Vatican, were soon 
aware of all that was going on, but failed to take any 
action that might undermine Croatia as a new power 
base for Romanism in the Balkans. Direct appeals 
to the Vatican for help yielded no response. Pacelli’s 
dream was to expand Romanism eastward into 
Russia and southward into Greece, and he saw in 
Croatia “the potential for enticing mass conversions 
of the ‘schismatic’ Orthodox....For Pacelli ecumenism 

had only one meaning: that the separated Christian 
brethren would see the error of their ways and return 
to full union with the Pope and Rome.” (p.265)

The Holocaust
The most serious charge of all against Pacelli, however, 
is his public silence during the Holocaust. By spring 
1942, he knew of the progress of the Final Solution, but 
the victims of this process were not Catholic. He neither 
identified with, nor felt responsible for, the Jews. He 
ignored pleas from President Roosevelt and others to 
speak out and use his moral authority with German 
Catholics in condemnation of the industrial scale of 
the killings in the extermination camps, continuing to 
insist on his neutrality. In October 1943, the German 
army began the mass arrest of the Jews of Rome, under 
the Pope’s very nose. Silently, Pacelli watched as more 
than a thousand terrified men, women and children 
were loaded onto the cattle trucks of a train. Without 
food, water or sanitary provision, they were slowly 
transported through Europe, with reports reaching the 
Vatican from each stop that they made. Five days later, 
they reached Auschwitz, where most were immediately 
gassed – only fifteen of them survived the war. Pacelli 
failed even to pray publicly for the safety of the Jews.

Throughout, Pacelli’s principal concern was the 
preservation of the Vatican from military occupation. 
To this priority, all else was subordinated. Even with 
the war over, Pacelli showed no concern for enacting 
civil or ecclesiastical discipline upon those responsible 
for atrocities. To the end of his life, Pacelli sheltered in 
the Vatican the Croatian priest Krunoslav Draganović, 
who had abetted the escape of Nazi and Croat war 
criminals, such as the murderous Gestapo chief Klaus 
Barbie, to South America.

Conclusion
The ruthlessness and ambition of the Papacy can 
scarcely be overstated, and in these respects it has not 
changed. The same institution which sought to suppress 
the Reformation with bloodshed and torture had no 
qualms in permitting such violence to go unchallenged 
– within living memory – provided only that the 
interests of the Church of Rome would be advanced. The 
lessons are clear enough: to discern the deceitfulness 
of the Papacy’s pretensions to piety; to recognise the 
unchanging character of Rome’s pride and ambition; 
and to continue the great Protest of the Reformers 
against the claimed moral and spiritual authority of 
the Pope of Rome. “Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” (2 Cor. 6:17) 
Finally, let us love the Jews, and pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6), both physical and spiritual.

“Throughout, Pacelli’s 
principal concern 
was the preservation 
of the Vatican from 
military occupation.”
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Theoretical-Practical Theology Volume 1: 
Prolegomena
Petrus van Mastricht (tr. Todd M. Rester; ed. Joel 
R. Beeke), Reformation Heritage Books, hbk, 
362pp, £36.65

The American theologian Jonathan Edwards 
(1703-1758) esteemed Mastricht’s Theoretical-
Practical Theology superior to Francis 

Turretin’s renowned Institutes of Elenctic Theology. A 
premier theologian of the Dutch Second Reformation, 
Mastricht (1630-1706) surpassed even Wilhelmus 
à Brakel (1635-1711) in influence. His work was not 
only found in key European and American libraries, it 
was highly prized by Scottish ministers such as Ralph 
Erskine (1685-1752) and John Brown of Haddington 
(1722-1787) for its profound insights into covenant 
theology. The work evolved over thirty years, attaining 
to its final form in 1698, and this is the first volume 
(and the first English translation) of a projected seven-
volume set, covering 4,000 pages.  

Of undoubted value in this first volume, to 
researchers and students generally, is a brief yet 
comprehensive account of Mastricht’s life by Adriaan 
C. Neele (pp.xxv-lxiii), and a funeral oration for 
Mastricht (pp.lxv-xci), which establishes his academic 
standing and sphere of influence in the Reformed 
world. An outline of the entire work (pp.47-66), and 
Scriptural (pp.215-218) and Subject Indexes (pp.229-
238), complement the three main chapters.

Mastricht’s work had one goal: better preaching. 
Unsurprisingly, a short chapter appears entitled ‘The 
Best Method of Preaching’ (pp.3-31), in which Mastricht 
deals with the planning, arrangement, development 
and delivery of sermons, using Colossians 3:1 as a 
paradigm for his method. Present-day preachers may 
dismiss these components as complicated, but we 
expect most use them, although not necessarily every 
one of them with every text (p.28). Mastricht counsels 
that “Controversies should not be sought out without 
necessity, because of the loss of time... [but] when there 
is an imminent danger to the church...controversies shall 
not be neglected” (p.17). This chapter on preaching is 
already available separately as a paperback.

The subject of the first volume in the series, 
Prolegomena (“an introduction to doing systematic 
theology”), is one which is often skipped by those who 
regard dealing with the nature, method, scope and 
definitions of theology as inordinately dry. Yet this 
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subject is surely foundational to the study of the Bible 
from a dogmatic angle, and we believe that Mastricht’s 
method is refreshingly gripping for the theological 
student. All of Mastricht’s work is divided into four 
areas: Exegetical (interpreting Scripture), Dogmatic 
(doctrinal principles), Elenctic (dealing with opposing 
arguments) and Practical (applying the teaching to 
life).

Chapter 1 on The Nature of Theology (pp.63-112) is 
based on 1 Timothy 6:2-4, and sets forth the Method, 
Definition and Definitum (that to which the definition 
applies) of theology. Mastricht notes that natural 
theology vindicates revealed theology, and notes that 
false theology will be apart from Christ, because it 
does not teach the “words of Christ” – and this includes 
“heathenism, Judaism, and Islam...” (p.87). Orthodoxy 
is always the “golden mean” between two (always 
erroneous) extremes (p.43). Theology must avoid 
being wholly theoretical or 
wholly practical: it must be 
both. Theology must lead to 
practical living, because if 
not, it is not true theology 
(p.95). Piety is vital.

Chapter 2 on Holy 
Scripture (pp.113-201) 
is based on 2 Timothy 
3:16. The Dogmatic part 
is divided between the 
Perfection, Canon, Origin 
and Properties of Scripture, 
while the Elenctic part deals 
with such questions as, Is 
the Old Testament abrogated? and, Does the Talmud of 
Judaism or the Quran of Islam have divine authority? 
Practically we should have a love for Scripture. Whilst 
the work follows the Scholastic method with its 
numerous sections, which is useful in debating with 
the heresies of the period, it lays continual stress on 
the authority of Scripture.

Chapter 3 on The Distribution of Theology (pp.203-
211) is based on 2 Timothy 1:13. Having interpreted 
the text (Exegetical section), Mastricht deals with faith 
and love (Dogmatic section), answers the Arminians 
and Socinians (Elenctic section), and brings before us 
rebuke and exhortation (Practical section).

The translation could be freer, and the cost less 
prohibitive, but this is being spread over the remaining, 
much larger volumes. Nevertheless, this volume is 
highly recommended for those with a serious interest 
in theology.
Rev. Raymond A. Kemp
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The Old Testament Yesterday and Today: Essays in 
Honor of Michael P. V. Barrett
Rhett P. Dodson (ed.), Reformation Heritage 
Books, pbk, 304pp., £24.39

Michael Barrett is a fine Old Testament scholar of 
conservative convictions. His book Beginning 
at Moses is a most helpful study of Christ in 

the Old Testament; he is also known for his defence 
of the Authorised Version. This work is an obviously 
affectionate tribute from scholars who have worked 
with him, or been trained by him, during his long and 
distinguished career.

As a collection of essays it is varied. Joel Beeke 
and Nicholas Thompson contribute a worthwhile 
study of Puritan preaching of the Old Testament, 
which is especially helpful for demonstrating the 
consistent Christ-centredness of Puritan homiletics. 
Sean Lucas defends the need for ongoing and 
decided Protestantism, especially in our appeal to the 
authority of Scripture. But John Currid’s discussion of 
the Canaanite goddess Anat is 
probably too narrow in scope 
to interest the general reader.

The six exegetical essays 
that form the core of the volume 
are sound and enlightening, 
if not especially Christ-
centred. I dislike the use of the 
questionable transliteration 
‘Yahweh’, as, in addition to the 
danger of irreverence in using a 
holy name, I fear that it serves to 
distance Him from us, as though 
the Old Testament God is distinct from our triune Lord.

It is a pleasure to come to Russell Fuller’s striking 
essay on ‘Finding Messiah in the Old Testament – with 
the Rabbis’, which shows how consistently Christ 
fulfilled both Old Testament prophecy, and also the 
rabbinical interpretations of Old Testament prophecy! 
This has powerful apologetic value in disproving the 
claim that the New Testament authors distorted the 
meaning of Old Testament scriptures to find messianic 
predictions. His conclusion is effective: “We can read 
the Bible critically, or we can read it in faith. But not 
both. [...] We cannot sit as a judge or critic over the 
Scriptures if we seek to appreciate them spiritually (1 
Cor. 2:10-16). Otherwise, the ‘grand illusion’ will be 
our own.” (pp.243-4). Would that all Old Testament 
scholars would heed these words!

The closing essays are particularly important. Walter 
Kaiser defends the love of God in His judgment on the 
Canaanites by the hand of Israel; Steve Reynolds argues 
for the consistency of the whole book of Ecclesiastes.

Overall, this work offers help with difficult questions 
of Old Testament interpretation, though it may not 
inspire much preaching.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod 

The Pastor of Kilsyth: The 
Life and Times of W. H. Burns
Islay Burns, Banner of Truth 
Trust, hbk, 289pp, £12.50

Having read the 
fascinating biography 
which Islay Burns 

wrote of his brother William 
Chalmers Burns, I picked up 
this volume on their father with 
great excitement. Incidentally, 
it says incorrectly on the dust jacket that William 
Chalmers Burns was Islay’s younger brother. William 
was two years older than Islay. On the whole it is a 
typically nineteenth century, ministerial biography. 
The language is flowery and not a lot of detail is 
supplied. One would expect a son to provide more 
interesting stories and reminiscences of his father. 
That said, the book is worth buying and reading even 
just for the chapter on the 1839 revival in Kilsyth.

William Hamilton Burns (1779-1859) was born in 
what is now known as Bo’ness, West Lothian, where 
his father was a customs officer. He was ordained in 
1800 as minister of the rural congregation of Dun near 
Montrose, labouring there until 1821, when he was 
translated to Kilsyth, a town of miners and weavers. In 
1839 a revival was experienced, connected particularly 
with the preaching of his son William Chalmers Burns 
on the Tuesday following a solemn communion 
season. The service was to be in the market square, 
but because of rain the folk were shepherded into the 
church. Conviction of sin led to many earnestly seeking 
salvation. Daily services were held for several weeks. 
Another communion was held a few weeks later and it 
was reckoned that between twelve and fifteen thousand 
attended. There were ninety-nine professions of faith at 
that communion. Oh to see such days again! W.H. Burns 
associated with the Free Church at the Disruption. His 
ministry lasted fifty-nine years, during which time he 
only missed two Sabbaths due to ill-health. His death-
bed showed a man strong in faith until the end.

Also in the volume are several useful sermons and an 
excellent paper on the ‘Mode of Conducting a Revival’, 
in which W.H. Burns shows his wisdom in the advice 
given regarding those who cry out under conviction of 
sin. The sermon W.C. Burns preached when the Spirit 
came down in Kilsyth Church is included.
Rev. William Macleod
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
April     May     June
5    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores  3    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s  7    Tarbat
12  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis  10  Glasgow–Shettleston,     14  Poolewe & Aultbea
19  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville         Kilmorack & Strathglass,   21  Bracadale, Brora
26  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,         Kilmuir & Stenscholl   28  Kiltearn (All dates subject to
       Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath         change due to COVID-19)



“For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth 
to all generations.”

Psalm 100:5
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Southminster Presbyterian Church (kindly loaned), where the St. Louis congregation meets for worship


