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The grace of God is many things. It is free, 
being altogether undeserved by us; sovereign, 
bestowed solely according to God’s good 

pleasure; particular, granted to some sinners only; 
irresistible, overcoming the opposition of our fallen 
nature; and inexhaustible, bringing each one of the 
Lord’s people to heaven. For these reasons and many 
more, God’s grace is glorious!

Grace reflects all the divine attributes, which 
means that grace is also holy. This is a truth which 
needs restating. Some people are ‘antinomian’ in 
their theology, thinking that the grace of God releases 
believers entirely from the obligations of the moral 
law. The apostle Paul rebuts this idea. “Do we then 
make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law.” (Rom. 3:31) We agree with that, and 
yet we can still misrepresent God’s grace at times in 
the way we live our lives. The doctrine of justification 
without works, which we must hold to tenaciously, 
must not lead to a life without works. As holiness is the 
beauty and honour of God, so it is of man.

God’s Purpose
Salvation and holiness must never be separated in 
our minds. In eternity God chose us in Christ, “that 
we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love” (Eph. 1:4). In the covenant arrangements for His 
people, God has made full provision for their holiness 
and for the maintenance of His own. The Son of God 
became man that He might perform obedience to 
God’s law, to meet the requirements of God’s justice 
and make many righteous (Rom. 5:19). In His life and 
death He “gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2:14) Having 
paid the price for our sins Christ sends the Holy Spirit 
into our hearts to sanctify us.

As the Head of the church and as her loving 
Redeemer, Christ oversees the work of grace in His 
people and delights in it. He rejoices when one of 
them is awakened spiritually, and resolves to return 
to the Father. He rejoices in true repentance and the 
pardon which sinners receive through divine mercy. 
He rejoices in their growth in holiness, even in every 
groan over indwelling sin and every longing for a pure 
heart. He rejoices when one of His own departs this 
world and enters into glory. All this was at His own 

cost. Christ is now seeing of the travail of His soul and 
is satisfied (Isa. 53:11).

Our Calling
When the Spirit of Christ graciously quickens a sinner’s 
soul, the life which results is holy. In our sinful state we 
were at enmity with God, but ever since He called us 
“unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 
Cor. 1:9) we have had a concern for holiness. Brought 
into a living union with Christ, we have “put off the 
old man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9) and are exhorted 
to “put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (Eph. 4:24). This is 
a lifelong calling, in which we must be single-minded.

God’s grace comes to us through faith in Christ, in 
our use of God’s Word, the sacraments and prayer. It is 
manifold grace, worked in our hearts as a result of the 
dealings God has with us as a wise Father. The Lord 
intends the best for His children, and the best thing for 
us by far is genuine holiness. Everything in the life of His 
beloved ones is ordered by God for their sanctification. 
We may feel very weak in grace, and we are certainly 
unworthy of God’s lovingkindness, but He keeps us in His 
mighty hands. We may be sure that the Lord will bring all 
His purposes for His people to their glorious end.

Respectability
There are many errors regarding holiness, which is not 
surprising. Satan is not ignorant of the Scriptures, and 
knows that without personal holiness no man shall 
see the Lord (Heb. 12:14); therefore he does what he 
can to deceive men on this subject. A common mistake 
is for people to think that a respectable character is 
sufficient to get them to heaven. When the rich young 
ruler asked Christ what he should do to inherit eternal 
life, and was pointed by the Saviour to the second table 
of the law, his response was, “Master, all these things 
have I observed from my youth.” (Mark 10:20) Many in 
the pews are of the same mind!

Robert Murray M’Cheyne addressed outwardly 
respectable but graceless individuals with these 
plain words: “You may be kind, pleasant, agreeable, 
good-natured, amiable people; there may be a kind of 
integrity about you, so that you are above stealing or 
lying; but as long as you are in a natural state, there 
is a not a grain of God’s holiness in you. You have not 
a grain of that absolute hatred against all sin which 
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God has; you have none of that flaming love for what 
is lovely, pure, holy, which dwells in the heart of God.” 
If and when salvation comes to such, they discover 
with Paul that God’s law is very holy, and their sin is 
“exceeding sinful” (Rom. 7:12,13).

Gifts without Grace
Sadly the church is often more impressed by men’s gifts 
than by their grace. God-given gifts are of great value 
when they are used for the good of Christ’s church, 
but their possession and exercise do not of themselves 
indicate grace or godliness. Thomas Brooks said: “If 
a man had the wisdom of Solomon, the strength of 
Samson, the courage of Joshua, the policy of Ahithophel, 
the dignities of Haman, the power of Ahasuerus, and 
the eloquence of Apollos, yet all those without holiness 
would never save him.” Grace is better than gifts and 
it is certainly needed if gifts are to be exercised to the 
glory of God and not to a man’s condemnation.

This is a warning for ministers in particular. I 
sometimes wonder about Judas Iscariot. He would have 
been orthodox in his beliefs and perhaps quite talented 
as a preacher and impressive in prayer. His colleagues 
may even have envied him for his gifts. It is striking that 
on the night before His crucifixion, when Christ told 
His disciples that one of them would betray Him, they 
said to Him sorrowfully one by one, “Is it I?”, pointing to 
themselves, and not, “Is it him?”, pointing to Judas (Mark 
14:19)! Christ then unmasked Judas as the traitor. Only 
later, when they reflected upon everything, did the 
disciples remember things about Judas which should 
have troubled them at the time: how he rarely spent 
time in private devotions, how he was greedy for money, 
how he hardly ever spoke of sin and repentance....

New Birth
Most errors regarding holiness concern its source, 
with people believing that it originates with man in 
one way or another. But if we are to know anything of 
real holiness, we need to be directed away from man 
altogether and to the Saviour “who of God is made unto 
us...sanctification” (1 Cor. 1:30). J.C. Ryle is a safe guide 
for us here: “Holiness comes not of blood – parents 
cannot give it to their children: nor yet of the will of the 
flesh – man cannot produce it in himself: nor yet of the 
will of man – ministers cannot give it you by baptism. 
Holiness comes from Christ.”

Nothing less than the rebirth of the soul can produce 
holiness; without it, whatever our religious background 
or church privileges, whatever our doctrinal knowledge 
or spiritual experiences, we remain what we were when 
we came into the world, namely ‘flesh’. Is it not alarming 

that so many pulpits today are silent upon the need for 
the new birth? Yet Christ had no inhibition in telling 
Nicodemus, himself a teacher of the Scriptures, “Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:3) How humbling, and yet how essential for 
this proud Pharisee to hear! And it appears that it was 
blessed to his soul (John 7:50; 19:39).

Vital Lessons
God’s saving grace in the gospel teaches us that, 
“denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” 
(Titus 2:11,12). We need to know firstly how we ought 
not to live. We must not live sinfully, lacking reverence 
for God and whatever concerns Him. This is a problem 
in worship, when through a lack of reverence for God 
things are brought down to man’s level. Our concern 
should be, not what is popular but what is biblical. 
Neither must we live vainly, with desires which 
terminate upon this world. Today a person’s ‘image’ is 
so often what matters, but it is God’s image that we 
should be seeking after.

Then we need to know how we ought to live. We 
must live modestly, having a sober attitude to this life, 
when others never seem to look beyond it. We must also 
live uprightly, according to the ten commandments, 
delighting in God’s law in a day when so many despise 
it and call us ‘narrow’. Finally, we must live piously, 
devoted to Christ and with our heart set upon heavenly 
things, even though those around us may think us 
strange. In the Christian, there should be a marriage 
between faith and life, belief and behaviour. The grace 
of God requires that we live holy lives, as does the God 
of grace: “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:16)

Does not our precious Saviour, who died for our sins 
and has lavished God’s grace upon us, deserve such 
a return from us? If so, then we will be watching and 
praying and striving against sin. We will be thankful for 
the Spirit’s enabling, and we will welcome our heavenly 
Father’s corrections. And we will be looking forward 
with confidence to dwelling with the Lord eternally in 
“the holy city, new Jerusalem” (Rev. 21:2).
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“In the Christian, 
there should be a 
marriage between 
faith and life, belief 
and behaviour.”
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(Durham [1622-58] was an eminent minister who 
laboured in Glasgow. This extract is taken from an 
edition of his commentary on the Song of Solomon 
published in 1723, and has been lightly edited. Spurgeon 
regarded Durham’s commentary on the Song as more 
valuable than any other for practical use. The believer 
often feels distant from Christ. When this condition is 
recognised there is prayer to be near and to ‘run after’ 
Him more devotedly. This ought to be our prayer in these 
days when many are ‘lukewarm’. It is the prayer of the 
individual and also of the Bride, the Church, when in 
a spiritual frame of mind. Durham handles the matter 
concisely.)

“Draw me, we will run after thee.” 
(Song of Solomon 1:4)

In these words we may consider the petition and the 
motive made use of to press it.

The Petition
The petition is, “Draw me”; a word used in the gospel to 
set forth the efficacious work of the Spirit of God upon 
the heart, engaging the soul in a most sweet, powerful 
and effectual way to Jesus Christ. “None can come to 
me (says Christ) except the Father draw him” (John 
6:44). It is used here to set forth the Bride’s desire to 
be brought into fellowship with Christ, by the power of 
this same Spirit; that as she desires a visit from Christ, 
so she desires His Spirit, that He may by His powerful 
operations draw her near to Him.

A believer is not at a total distance from Christ, and 
so does not need renewing as one in a state of nature 
does. Yet considering what a believer may fall into – a 
deadness of frame, as to the lively exercise of grace, and 
a great distance, as to any sensible sweet communion 
with Jesus Christ – and that it must be by the power 
of that same Spirit (without which even those that are 
in Christ can do nothing) that they must be recovered, 
and again brought to taste of the joy of His salvation 
(as is clear from David’s prayer, Psalm 51:10, to have 
“a clean heart created in him”, etc.; see verse 12 of 
that psalm), and that there are degrees of communion 
with Him, and nearness to Him, none of which can 
be acquired without the Spirit’s drawing, more than 

being made near at the first in respect of one’s state; 
I say, all these things being considered, it is clear, that 
this petition is very pertinent, even to the Bride, and 
signifies these particulars:

1. A distance, or ceasing of correspondence for a 
time, and in part, between Christ and her;

2. Her sense and resentment of it, so that she 
cannot quietly rest in it, being much unsatisfied with 
her present case;

3. An esteem of Christ, and union with Him, and 
a desire to be near, even very near Him; which is the 
scope of her petition, to be drawn unto Him, that she 
may have (as it were) her head in His bosom;

4. A sense of self-insufficiency, and that she had 
nothing of her own to help her to this nearness, and so 
a denying of all ability for that in herself;

5. A general faith, that Christ can do what she cannot 
do, and that there is help to be got from him (upon 
whom the help of His people is laid) for acting spiritual 
life, and recovering her to a condition of nearness with 
Himself;

6. An actual putting at Him (so to speak) and making 
use of Him by faith, for obtaining from Him, and by Him, 
quickening, efficacious and soul-recovering influences, 
which she could not otherwise acquire;

7. Diligence in prayer; she prays much, and cries for 
help when she can do no more.

The Motive
The motive whereby she presses this petition is, “we will 
run after thee.” To “run”, in short, is to make progress 
Christward, and advance in the way of holiness, with 
cheerfulness and alacrity (having her heart lifted up in 
the ways of the Lord), for the believer’s life is a race, 
and heaven is the prize (1 Cor. 9:24 and Phil. 3:13,14, 
etc.), and the graces and influences of the Spirit give 
legs, strength and vigour to the inner man to run, as 
wind doth to a ship, to cause her to make way; as it is 
in Psalm 119:32, “Then I shall run in the way of thy 
commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart”, 
which is, for the matter of it, the same with drawing 
here. And this running is opposed to deadness, or 
slowness in her progress before; now (says she) I make 
no way, but draw me, and we shall go swiftly, speedily, 
willingly and cheerfully.

DEVOTIONAL

PRAYER TO BE NEARER TO CHRIST
JAMES DURHAM
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“Faith and hope laugh and triumph for tomorrow” 
(Samuel Rutherford)

The grace of faith is indispensable to salvation 
and living the Christian life, yet how many have 
only vague ideas on the subject. What is faith?

1. The Origin of Faith
In its chapter ‘Of Saving Faith’, the Westminster 
Confession of Faith states: “The grace of faith, whereby 
the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, 
is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts” (14:1). 
It goes on to say that this faith “is ordinarily wrought 
by the ministry of the word”. The mere possession of 
such faith is not the end of the matter however, for “by 
the administration of the sacraments, and prayer, it is 
increased and strengthened.”

We should note in passing the connection between 
the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. The separation 
of the two is a constant danger. The testimony of 
the Spirit without the word is fantasy, and the word 
without the Spirit is mere intellectualism. The Holy 
Spirit does not give us new revelations but enables us 
to be fully persuaded of the authority and truthfulness 
of what Scripture says.  

Consider the Parable of the Sower and the four 
different outcomes of the seed sown, which represent 
the different outcomes when the word of God is 
preached. The first hearer remained indifferent to the 
word, but the second and third responded to it. Yet 
while there was some sort of experience and some 
degree of ‘excitement’, in due course it became evident 
that these persons also were not converted. The ‘stony 
ground’ hearer had neither root, earth nor moisture; 
his response was superficial and he could not endure 
trouble or persecution. The ‘thorny ground’ hearer 
heard only for a time; there was no breaking with the 
world and its cares and deceits. Only in the fourth 
hearer was true faith wrought in the soul.

As the Bible says, in the great matter of our 
salvation, “it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” (Rom. 9:16) 
It is not of man at all, but all of God’s grace. In his work 
Christ Dying and Drawing Sinners to Himself, Samuel 
Rutherford (c.1600-61) rightly remarks that none but 
“Pelagians, Arminians, and such, do teach, If any shall 
improve their natural abilities to the uttermost, and 
stir up themselves in good earnest to seek the grace 
of conversion and Christ the wisdom of God, they shall 
certainly and without miscarrying find what they 
seek.”

2. The Activity of Faith
This supernaturally-given faith, which is nurtured by 
the ordinary means of grace, is neither nebulous nor 
vague. On the contrary, it has specifics. According to 
our Confession, there are three things:

(i) This saving faith affirms the divine inspiration 
of Scripture and its infallibility. In other words, it 
“believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the 
word, for the authority of God himself speaking therein” 
(14:2). The Anglican William Romaine (1714-95), in 
The Life of Faith, wrote: “The believer should receive 
and rely upon what God hath spoken, and because he 
hath spoken it: for his word changeth not. It abideth 
the same forever; therefore what it truly reports stands 
upon an immoveable rock.”

(ii) This saving faith responds appropriately to the 
Scriptures. The same section of the Confession says 
it “acteth differently upon that which each particular 
passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to 
the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and 
embracing the promises of God for this life and that 
which is to come.”

(iii) This saving faith has three principal acts 
relating to Jesus Christ and the salvation that is in 
Him for sinners. According to the same section of the 
Confession, these are “accepting, receiving, and resting 

DOCTRINE

THE GRACE OF FAITH
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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to try our own faith. Thus the Shorter Catechism in Q/A 
31 speaks of: conviction of our sin and misery; the 
enlightening of our minds in the knowledge of Christ; 
the renewing of our wills; persuading and enabling 
us to embrace Jesus Christ as he is freely offered to 
us in the gospel. Here then are four things which can 
strengthen our faith and assurance, if we see them in 
our lives. 

We note two further things:
(i) Conviction of sin and misery. Here we must 

distinguish between ‘legal’ and ‘evangelical’ conviction. 
Legal conviction is a response to the consequences 
which sin has for oneself, as we may see in Cain, when 
he said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than 
I can bear” (Gen. 4:13), and in Judas Iscariot, who 
“repented himself” and then “hanged himself” (Matt. 
27:3,5). By contrast, evangelical conviction is a sorrow 
over the dishonour our sin has brought upon God, as 
we may see with David: “Against thee, thee only, have 
I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight” (Ps. 51:4). 
Evangelical convictions remain when the terror of the 
law and the fear of punishment are gone.

(ii) Enlightening of the mind. We grant that there 
may be an illumination of the mind without effectual 
calling, as we see in Hebrews 6:4-6; however, there 
cannot be effectual calling without illumination of 
mind, since the whole purpose of effectual calling is 
to show us our sins and thus our need of Christ. As 
Romaine states in The Life of Faith, “a sinner will never 
seek after, nor desire Christ, any farther than he feels 
his guilt and his misery”.

The Catechism specifically says, “enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of Christ”. That specification is 
essential. It is why we preach Christ. And Christ must 
be fully preached, in his nature (as God and Man), in 
his offices (as Prophet, Priest and King), and in his 
works (of grace, mercy and judgement). Further, he is 
preached from both the Old and New Testaments. 

Now, in the preaching of the Word, when the call 
comes to embrace Christ, it is the Holy Spirit who 
persuades and enables the hearer to do so. In his 
Plain and Easy Explication of the Assembly’s Shorter 
Catechism, Thomas Hall, Presbyterian minister at 
Larne from 1646-95, says that the Holy Spirit “lets 
us see our need of Christ and lets us see Christ as an 
absolutely necessary, ready, fit, and sufficient remedy 
for sin and misery”.

“Christ is the final end, for whom all the honey-combs, 
the myrrh, the spices, the wine, and the milk of the 
banquet are prepared.” (Samuel Rutherford)

upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and 
eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.”

This saving faith involves the mind, the affections 
and the will. The mind is instructed, the affections 
embrace and the will submits. When this is forgotten, 
preaching can become either sentimental or academic. 
We aim for the will through the mind and the affections. 
True preaching is thus ‘affective’ in the biblical sense, 
dealing with the feelings and attitudes of the soul.

3. The Variableness of Faith
An area where many Christians struggle is highlighted by 
our Confession, which states that saving faith “is different 
in degrees, weak or strong; may be often and many ways 
assailed, and weakened, but gets the victory” (14:3). 
Often we have the desire that our senses and feelings 
would bear testimony concerning our faith. Judging 
by what we see in ourselves, and drawing inferences 
from what we feel about ourselves, we proceed to make 
conclusions regarding our spiritual state. The problem 
is that we are looking at the fruit of faith rather than the 
object of faith. Worse, we sometimes confuse the two, 
which creates even more uncertainty.

Such a reliance upon our senses means that when 
we feel we are saved we conclude that we are, but if 
we do not feel we are saved then we hastily conclude 
that we are not. This is where we must lay hold upon 
Scripture as the only ground for believing. It is after 
all “the word of faith” (Rom. 10:8), that is, the word 
upon which faith is built and by which it is nourished 
and developed. Consider Abraham, “who against hope 
believed in hope” (Rom. 4:18), because he believed the 
word that God had spoken. His faith was anchored in 
the authoritative, written, divine revelation. 

Rutherford, again in his work Christ Dying, argues 
that rather than view our doubt negatively, as though it 
meant the absence of faith, we should take it positively. 
He says (in slightly updated terms): “Faith and doubting 
may both as well be in a soul possessing the life of God, 
as health and sickness are in one body, at sundry times. 
And it is no argument at all of no spiritual assurance, 
and of a soul under the law or covenant of works, for 
a person to doubt; just as sickness argues life, for no 
dead corpse is capable of sickness or blindness. These 
are infirmities that neighbour with life; thus doubting 
with sorrow, because the poor soul cannot, in that 
difficulty, believe, is of kin to the life of God.”

4. The Marks of Faith
Our Catechisms refer to ‘effectual calling’, which has 
four aspects, and in considering these we are enabled 
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It is probably the case that our forebears were 
characterised by an attitude of reverence for 
God more than we are today. We can all perhaps 

remember parents or grandparents who had far greater 
respect for God and the things of God than we do.

As a young man the puritan preacher John Bunyan 
had fond memories of his own minister in Bedford, 
Rev. John Gifford, who obviously made a profound 
impression upon him. Bunyan has given us a portrait 
of Gifford in his Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners 
and also in The Pilgrim’s Progress. The description 
Bunyan gives of his minister is that of a serious-minded 
man, who pled with men regarding the salvation of 
their souls. Gifford’s ‘body language’ gave Bunyan 
the impression that the Lord was in all his thoughts 
– that he was always looking up to heaven, having 
the Scriptures in his possession, and with this world 
behind his back.

This is not unlike the description which we have 
all been given of the godly of the past. Some of us may 
have had the privilege of being in their company and we 
knew they were characterised by reverence for God. We 
will deal with three things concerning this reverence.

1. An Awareness of God’s Majesty
If there is one thing which leads to a lack of reverence 
for God at the present time, it is our ignorance of God. 
By this we do not mean an intellectual ignorance of 
the being of God and the nature of God. Many of our 
forebears did not have the same opportunities to 
study and get qualifications as we have today, but 
nevertheless, they ‘knew’ the Lord in a way that we 
perhaps do not. They had a consciousness of the One 
they were drawing near to in worship, as well as a self-
consciousness of the One with whom we all have to do. 
There was always such a sense of the majesty of God 
– something we do not have today.

The saints in Scripture were characterised by 
this sense of God’s majesty. Very often God revealed 
Himself to them in such a way as to leave a profound 
impression of His majesty upon their own soul. An 

example is the occasion when God confirmed His 
covenant faithfulness to Abraham. He made Himself 
known to His servant in this way: “I am the Almighty 
God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.” (Gen. 
17:1,2) The name for God here is El-Shaddai.

It is interesting that it is in connection with Abraham 
being the father of a great nation through the birth of 
Isaac that God reveals Himself by this name to Abraham. 
Abraham may have wondered how that could possibly 
be, but it was El-Shaddai who promised to do it. In other 
words, God revealed Himself to Abraham by this name 
to impress upon Abraham that He is all-powerful and 
all-sufficient and that He can do anything. The names 
of God in Scripture are very useful in order to maintain 
within us a sense of the divine majesty.

According to John Owen, the Puritan preacher, 
worship is “the due respect of the creature to God, the 
glorifying of God as God and regulated by His will.” 
Worshipping God as God is to worship Him with a 
sense of His majesty upon our own soul. It is not we 
who determine how we would like to worship Him; 
rather it is the object of our worship, namely God, who 
determines that.

Undoubtedly, the impression of God’s majesty 
upon our own soul through His word and by His Holy 
Spirit will determine our attitude as we endeavour to 
worship Him. This will affect us both in public worship 
and in private. We cannot be one thing in public and 
another in private when it comes to worship. The 
people of God are affected by His gracious presence in 
both, and this fills us with a sense of His majesty and 
transcendence.  

2. Causes of a Lack of Reverence for God
It has already been said that worship is “the due respect 
of the creature to God”. God deserves due respect. We 
find that respect is something which is generally lacking 
nowadays. There is very little respect for authority in 
any area of life and this is being encouraged throughout 
society. Children have no respect for parents, or for 
their schoolteachers. There is no respect for the 
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local policeman any more. Everyone is on first name 
terms with those in positions of authority: we all treat 
everyone as equal with ourselves and they do the same 
with us.

People fail to treat the Christian ministry with the 
respect it deserves, even though the Saviour Himself 
dignified the office of the ministry by His own exercise 
of it in the days of His flesh. Sadly, this has become the 
way we treat God too, even as an equal with ourselves, 
rather than as the one of infinite authority, or as the 
infinitely superior that He is. When we become overly-
familiar with people in positions of authority, our 
familiarity with them breeds contempt of them. We 
lose that due respect which we should have for them 
and we think they will be more tolerant with us than 
we know they ought to be.

We have a tendency to treat God the same way, with 
an unhealthy familiarity. God’s people rejoice in their 
salvation through the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
having been delivered from their sins by the death 
and sufferings of Christ on their behalf. However, there 
is a danger of us treating God the same way we treat 
those in authority – as an equal – and assuming that 
God will just forgive our sins anyway. This is what is 
sometimes referred to as ‘presuming’ upon God’s 
mercy. David prayed, “Keep back thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins” (Ps. 19:13).

When the brothers Nadab and Abihu sought to 
worship God their own way, rather than how God had 
prescribed, they were burnt to death (Lev. 10:1,2). The 
same spirit was evident in Cain, the brother of Abel. 
When it came to worshipping God, he just did his own 
thing and expected to be accepted by God. The well-
known Bible commentator John Gill says that, as well 
as Cain lacking saving faith in the coming Messiah, his 
worship was not regulated by God’s will. It is always an 
evidence of the pride of man to introduce into public 
worship that which does not have the authority of God 
for it.

Have we lost that due respect for God which was for 
so long the hallmark of our forebears? They believed 
firmly that “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
(2 Tim. 3:16). They were persuaded from Scripture 
that hymns and instrumental music have no place in 
the public worship of God, and that women should 
have their heads covered in public worship, yet in 
many places of worship now very few women wear 
a headcovering. We find that many funeral services 
conducted today are just a profanation of the worship 
of God. There is so much supposed piety when it comes 
to respecting the dead nowadays, but at the same time 
there is so little respect for the Most High.

Another factor which has not helped in this respect 
is the use of modern versions of Scripture. On a 
personal level, I remember being first introduced to 
one of these as a very young Christian on the Isle of 
Lewis away back in 1990. I cannot help but think that 
the wording of the modern versions of Scripture has 
contributed to the present unhealthy familiarity with 
God which exists in the Church. There is little in them 
to remind us of the majesty of God, they being full of 
‘everyday’ words.

3. The Need for Reverence for God
It is obvious when it comes to public worship that if 
God’s people do not worship God reverently it will 
lead to the contempt of God by others. It is certain 
that if we ‘lighten up’ the worship of God then others 
will not reverence Him. Reverence is required of us 
all in the worship of God; it is even impressed on the 
soul of the unregenerate that God deserves respect 
and reverence. The name and the nature of God make 
reverence indispensably necessary. There is hardly 
any part of the Christian life that needs to be more 
earnestly pressed upon us than this, than the keeping 
up of a holy reverence for God in worship.

Sadly, some today merely want to be entertained 
or amused in church, but does this not show that 
they have forgotten where they are and who they are 
worshipping? It is our attitude to the revealed word of 
God that will determine our attitude to God Himself. 
We cannot treat the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments the way we treat any other book. Some of 
the Reformers speak of the Scriptures as “the Word 
of His mouth”. If we treat the Scriptures with the 
familiarity we treat other reading materials, we are 
treating God with the utmost disrespect.

It is saving faith that produces reverence for God. 
This is made very clear in the life of Noah. “By faith 
Noah, being warned of God [i.e. by God’s word] of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear [i.e. reverential 
fear], prepared an ark to the saving of his house” (Heb. 
11:7). May God grant us more of that faith and more of 
that fear!

“It is our attitude to 
the revealed word 
of God that will 
determine our attitude 
to God Himself.”
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We read in Scripture that Elihu waited in turn 
to speak to Job, allowing those who were 
older to speak first (Job 32:4). He respected 

his seniors, saying, “Days should speak, and multitude 
of years should teach wisdom.” (v.7) “Elihu’s modesty 
appeared in the patient attention he gave to what his 
seniors said, vv.11,12. He waited for their words as one 
that expected much from them”. (Matthew Henry)

Elihu’s respect for age is an excellent example for 
young people. The older should not be neglected in the 
church. What characteristics should we be displaying 
as we grow older? How quickly the years pass – 
twenties, forties, sixties! And how can we grow older 
gracefully?

Our Limitations
Firstly, we must accept our limitations. There are 
increasing physical infirmities, and mentally we are 
not as sharp or strong as we used to be. We must 
accept this process and not resent the things which 
accompany growing older. Spiritually, we must also 
accept that age does not mean perfection; we are 
still sinners, and more discerning of our sinfulness. 
However, we must be careful not to give up, and “still 
bring forth fruit in old age”, and “be fat and flourishing” 
(Ps. 92:14).

C.H. Spurgeon wrote: “Aged believers possess a ripe 
experience, and by their mellow tempers and sweet 
testimonies they feed many. Even if bedridden, they 
bear the fruit of patience; if poor and obscure, their 
lowly and contented spirit becomes the admiration 
of those who know how to appreciate modest worth.” 
We should still be aiming at likeness to Christ. Some of 
God’s people, such as Moses, Samuel, Ittai and Daniel, 
did their greatest work in old age. In the New Testament 
Anna, when aged eighty-four, “served God with fastings 
and prayers night and day.” (Luke 2:36,37)

Eternal Things
Secondly, we must focus on eternal things. “What is time, 
measured with eternity?...what is this poor life which 
crumbles away so fast?...we are every day travelling to 
eternity” (Thomas Watson). We should be increasing 
in gratitude that Christ has gone to prepare a place for 
us in our Father’s house, and that He said, “if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
(John 14:3). Gratitude calms us, gives us gladness and 
enables us to serve God and help others. We become 

greater in appreciation, and cherish the ideal of 
character while we struggle with the indifference and 
idleness which tempts the aged.

The Knowledge of God
Thirdly, we must not give up on theology. Theology is the 
knowledge of God. Mnason is called “an old disciple” 
(Acts 21:16), and is thought by some to have been one 
of the seventy (Luke 10:1), yet many years later he was 
still learning about the Lord. The comfort of knowing 
our promises and resources in Christ Jesus cannot be 
underestimated. Shall the Father care less, the Son 
pray less for the older children? The Holy Spirit shall 
not forsake them; He is nearing the completion of His 
work in them.

A Testimony of Christ
Fourthly, we should be thinking more of Home. This 
means heeding the words Isaiah spoke to Hezekiah: 
“Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not 
live.” (2 Kings 20:1) “Death is an event which demands 
preparation – a preparation which should not be 
deferred to the dying moment....our peace should be 
made with God and our worldly affairs so arranged that 
we can leave them without distraction, and without 
regret.” (Albert Barnes)

Our aim should be to leave a testimony behind 
of Christ, as our legacy to our children. We are to be 
looking forward: the day of our death will be the day of 
our vision of Christ. Job knew that his Redeemer lived. 
His confidence was: “though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 
19:25,26). This will be the climax of our happiness – to 
look upon Him whose precious blood bought us and 
brought us to Heaven: “they shall see his face” (Rev. 
22:4).

The Coming Dawn
Would it not be strange if you were going to Heaven 
and not thinking about your destination? Do you 
welcome the coming dawn, when the day will break 
and the shadows will flee away (Song of Sol. 2:17) and 
the church’s hope will be fulfilled? Do you have that 
“newness of life” (Rom. 6:4) which believers have by 
grace, although the strength of nature is decaying? 
No one who belongs to Christ need despond as they 
grow older, for the best is yet to come! Meanwhile, all 
things are working together for your good (Rom. 8:28), 
because you love Him whom the Father loves. 

PRACTICAL RELIGION

GROWING OLDER
REV. JAMES CLARK
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Iwas reading 2 Corinthians 5 recently and came 
across these well-known words: “For we walk by 
faith, not by sight”. Why must we walk by faith? 

The answer is that God has put a tension in our lives 
between what we believe and what we see. There 
is appearance and reality and the two are rarely the 
same. Since a life of faith pleases God we must strive 
to walk by faith every day. What does walking by faith 
suggest?

1. It suggests a road. This is the King’s Highway, 
which is “The way of holiness” (Isa. 35:8). Every 
believer is put on this road. As in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress, we leave the City of Destruction and make 
our way to the Celestial City. It is not necessarily a 
straight road. There are all sorts of twists and turns. 
There are steep paths, rocky paths, slippery paths 
and smooth paths, but each path has been uniquely 
made to stir up the graces God has implanted in every 
believer. This road won’t always take us along the 
sunny hilltops. More often than not our road takes 
us deep into the Valley of Humiliation. Though not 
pleasant, it is often the place where we learn the 
most. Do not be surprised then if you find yourself 
in difficulties; every believer walks through his own 
valley at some point in his experience.

2. It suggests a map. It is easy to get lost. Our enemy 
is cunning and to stop us from making progress in the 
Christian life he makes false paths which look like the 
King’s Highway. Sadly many wander, but to keep us on 
the right road, the King has given us His ‘map’. Maps 
are a ‘bird’s eye view’ of the land, and the Word of God 
is a ‘bird’s eye view’ of our lives on earth. Maps and 
roads match, and so do the King’s Map and the King’s 
Highway. If we keep reading and obeying the Bible, 
we will keep on the straight and narrow. Are you 
reading the Word daily? The more we are in the Word, 
the more we will know that inner blessedness which 
characterises the godly man of Psalm 1. Isaiah says: 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee” (Isa. 26:3). Whilst the Coronavirus 
rightly demands our attention, may it not eclipse our 
God, who must be first in our thoughts. Study the 
Word. Memorise the Word. Meditate on the Word. 
Pray over the Word. Talk about the Word. This will 
help you understand the King’s Map correctly.

3. It suggests footwear. We all need the right footwear 
when we go for a walk, don’t we? Paul wrote that our 
feet should be “shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace” (Eph. 6:15). The Gospel is like a soldier’s 
boots, and the soldier needs his boots on if he is to 
trek over the battlefield! The knowledge that we have 
been bought with a price and that our great High Priest 
intercedes for us continually ought to make our walk 
lively and Christ-centered.

4. It suggests uprightness. When we go for a walk, we 
walk upright. If we are hunched down to the ground 
we cannot see the path ahead. The Christian’s posture 
is one of integrity, and Psalm 15 describes it. We must 
be upright in holiness, not “hunched over” in sin. Many 
would consider themselves to be upright citizens, 
which is probably true regarding the laws of the land, 
but what about God’s laws? None of us is upright 
when it comes to God’s laws. Mercifully, Christ kept 
God’s laws perfectly for His people and by His Spirit 
He makes us want to walk upright. While obedience 
to the law does not justify us, it is used to sanctify us. 
Are you careful about maintaining an upright walk on 
the King’s Highway? It is wonderful if you are on the 
King’s Highway. It is difficult but blessed, because it 
leads to eternal life. It is even more wonderful when we 
consider that the Lord Jesus Christ made this journey 
Himself! He walked the King’s Highway and lived a life 
of faith, and in so doing prepared and consecrated that 
Highway for us. What a blessing to know that we are 
walking in His footsteps!

5. It suggests sight. Not earthly sight, but spiritual 
sight. The eye of faith is the eye that looks beyond the 
things of time and sense to things unseen. Faith can 
pierce the heavens. Its eye goes ‘behind the scenes’ and 
sees Christ exalted on His Throne of Glory.

Every Christian is on this road. Are you? If not, 
why not? It is not easy being a Christian today. The 
devil works hard to make our journey difficult. But we 
have the promise that the Lord will never leave us nor 
forsake us. He walked the way once on His own and 
now, in a sense, He walks it again with us: “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 
28:20) Try to see yourself on this journey, holding the 
Saviour’s hand and looking to the One who keeps you 
and is ultimately leading you to glory (Ps. 73:23,24).

YOUTH FOCUS

WALKING BY FAITH
REV. THOMAS BUDGEN
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Book Sale (Publications Committee)

The Publications Committee are in the process 
of disposing of their remaining book stock 
comprising 94 Banner of Truth titles and 37 

Christian Focus titles, all in new condition. The books 
are discounted at 50% of the recommended retail 
price. Orders from congregations can be uplifted by 
Ministers and Elders when the reconvened 2020 
General Assembly meets in Inverness on 6th and 7th 
October 2020 (D.V.).

If you are interested in purchasing edifying 
Christian literature at a very good price, then please 
ask your Minister or Congregational Treasurer for a 
copy of the booklist. Sale will be on a first-come, first-
served basis, and details for payment and ordering will 
be found on the list.

In addition, the Publications Committee have 
just issued a new publication by Rev. John W. Keddie 
entitled Thomas Chalmers “The chief Scottish man of 
his Time”, and a descriptive flyer is enclosed with this 
issue of the magazine. This publication is post free 
when purchased as part of your order.

School in Theology (Rev. Andrew Allan)

Due to Covid-19 the 2020 School in Theology has 
been cancelled. God willing the School will be 
held at Larbert on 6th-9th September 2021.

A Dark and Sombre Day in Britain’s History 
(Donald John Morrison, Organiser: Abort Abortion 
Campaign)
(Readers will be interested – and encouraged – to 
learn that a major anti-abortion campaign to abolish 
the Abortion (1967) Act in Britain has been formally 
launched in Scotland. A report about the Abort Abortion 
Campaign will appear in the next issue (D.V.), while this 
article focuses on the urgent need for such action.)

Infanticide (1967) Act

There is no hiding that the morning of Friday 
27 October 1967 was a dark and sombre day 
in Britain’s history. At 11.05am the Speaker of 

the House of Commons declared that Royal Assent 
from Her Majesty the Queen had been given to the 
Abortion (1967) Act, coming into effect on 27 April 
1968. Tragically this ghastly and despicable law, which 
was intended to allow abortion in certain exceptional 
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circumstances, became an elastic law with catastrophic 
consequences. Undoubtedly the worst-ever piece of 
legislation ever enacted in Parliament, it could have 
been entitled the Infanticide (1967) Act, because the Act 
does exactly that: it intentionally kills infants. As one 
weeds out vermin or pests, a woman can do away with 
her unwanted infant in the womb, having swallowed 
the horrific blatant lie that ‘a foetus isn’t a baby’, only 
a ‘collection of genes’! We are told it is propaganda to 
call it ‘a baby’, ‘an unborn child’, or ‘a person’.  Sadly, 
repeating the big lie often enough convinces the 
public. All who play their part in the abortion trade are 
following the line of Nazi propagandists who claimed 
that ‘a lie told often enough becomes the truth.’  How 
desperately wicked the sinful heart of man!

Silent Holocaust
Since the Abortion Bill was passed a monstrous crime 
has been daily perpetrated in hospitals and clinics 
throughout the length and breadth of our nation, 
and most people 
don’t even blink 
or give this ‘silent 
holocaust’ a second 
thought. It is deeply 
h e a r t - b re a k i n g , 
and shocking, that 
a mother’s womb, 
which should be 
one of the safest places for any person, is one of the 
most dangerous places in Britain to live. The facts are 
chilling. Since abortion was legalised some 53 years 
ago, just over 9.5 million babies have been brutally 
killed in Britain. In addition to this ghastly figure, some 
520,000 babies have also been aborted in Scotland, for 
the same period up to the end of 2018. This equals 
the entire population of Aberdeen, Dundee, Ayr, Perth, 
Greenock and Glenrothes together all being wiped out. 
These desperately sad, and chilling, statistics ought 
to take our very breath away; and they do. Another 
sobering truth is that of these millions, who were 
aborted, 98.6% were perfectly healthy human beings 
carried by perfectly healthy mothers – but all killed for 
so-called ‘social reasons.’ Quite unbelievable! Figures, 
just released, show that abortion numbers in England 
& Wales hit an all-time high of 209,519 abortions in 
2019.   
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Irrational Laws
Quite alarmingly, the Abortion (1967) Act allows for 
any unborn baby not just to be cruelly killed, but 
legally with the approval of the state! The question has 
to be surely asked: what kind of society are we when a 
pre-born baby can be killed without legal constraint of 
any kind? The irrationality of it all is that our nation’s 
laws give more legal rights and protection to wild 
otters, red squirrels, pine martens, wildcats, golden 
eagles – the list is endless – than to an unborn baby! 
Let us present another almost incredible fact. All wild 
birds in Scotland are protected under the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981, while many actions against 
birds, eggs and nests are illegal!  The penalties for 
committing an offence can be severe. If convicted of 
cruelty against a seagull – yes, a seagull – an offender 
could be fined up to £5,000 and potentially jailed for 
up to six months! Yes, there are hundreds of other 
stringent laws to protect air, land and water animals 
but not one single sane law to protect the life of an 
unborn baby. The only law on the legislative books, for 
the unborn baby, is one that gives full permission to 
kill them outright!
 
Valuable from Conception
Any rational person recognises that a baby one day 
before birth is just as human as a baby on the day 
of birth. By the time a baby is conceived, he or she is 
recognised by God, as demonstrated in Jeremiah 1:5: 
“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified 
thee.”  Even science tells us that the unborn baby has 
a distinct, unchanging, and unrepeatable genetic code, 
unique in all of history, from the moment of conception. 
God’s Word reminds us in Psalm 139:13-16 that life, 
from conception, is sacred and precious: “Thou hast 
covered me in my mother’s womb....I will praise thee; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” All human life 
is created in God’s image and so is intrinsically valuable 
from conception. It is our duty to defend the sanctity 
of human life. The deliberate taking of human life is a 
breach of the sixth commandment: “Thou shalt not 
kill.” (Exod. 20:13) There is simply no way to accurately 
comprehend the barbarity of abortion without being 
exposed to the photographic evidence which so clearly 
demonstrates that abortion is a brutal act of violence. 
Alas, it is more – it is also morally reprehensible and 
evil. As a nation we have blood on our hands, and God 
hates “hands that shed innocent blood.” (Prov. 6:17)

Turkey – The Fate of Hagia Sophia 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

On Friday 10 July Turkey’s Council of State 
ruled that the government decree of 1934, 
which saw the Church of Hagia Sophia (Holy 

Wisdom) turned into a museum, had been unlawful. 
President Erdogan immediately signed a presidential 
decree handing control of the ‘Hagia Sophia Mosque’ 
to Turkey’s religious affairs directorate, Diyanet. 
The World Heritage listed Byzantine Cathedral will 
open for Muslim prayers commencing Friday 24 July. 
While some opine that Erdogan’s move is designed 
to erase Turkey’s Christian heritage, it really is more 
about Erdogan’s Islamist fantasy of supplanting 
Christianity and replacing it with Islam – a fantasy 
that extends well beyond Turkey! For Erdogan, this 
is all about Islamic conquest which, as he explains in 
his public address on Hagia Sophia, is a benevolent 
act! The implications for Turkey’s Christian remnant 
– most of whom are Armenian, Assyrian and Greek 
descendants of genocide survivors – as well as her 
Turkish and Kurdish converts from Islam, are obvious. 
Please pray.

Quote

“Oh, whatever betide, forsake not Christ! Walk 
so near to Him that you may feel He is at 
your side in every path and circumstance 

of life; lean upon Him so confidently that you may find 
yourself, with the disciple whom Jesus loved, reclining 
upon the very bosom of your Lord. Let your every-day 
life be a constant going to, rather than a going from, 
Jesus. Be humbled and mourn that you ever forsook, 
distrusted, wounded, and grieved Him. Times without 
number have we done this.”
Octavius Winslow

CHURCH NEWS
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Leave a Legacy
Please prayerfully consider the ongoing work 
of the gospel by leaving a legacy to the Church. 
A helpful information leaflet is available on 
request. Ask your local treasurer for a copy or 
email:
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
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A group from the congregation

South Carolina lies in the south-eastern United 
States and belongs to the region designated the 
Deep South. Greenville is situated in the Piedmont 

portion of the state, at the base of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, about 3.5 hours from the Atlantic coast. In 
the Lord’s infinite mercies, he has established an FC(C) 
work in this place, comprised of souls united in their 
love for the glory of the Redeemer and tenaciously 
committed to our denomination’s principles. The 
congregation began as an FC(C) preaching station with 
a few families in July 2006, and the General Assembly 
raised it to a fully sanctioned charge in 2007. The 
minister and three elders serve the congregation, 
along with one deacon at present.

Services
Public worship is held on the Sabbath at 11.00am and 
2.00pm, along with a prayer meeting on Wednesday at 
7.00pm. The minister holds a catechism class for the 
whole congregation after the second Sabbath service. 
Classes for children and young adults in between 
the two worship services further reinforce spiritual 
exercise and Sabbath-keeping. In addition, the minister 
leads a Reformed Readers class on the first Sabbath 
afternoon of each month, where the congregation 
discusses an assigned book selected from the classics 
of older Reformed literature. The precentor leads a 
psalmody class on the last Sabbath afternoon of each 
month. During the week, the minister engages in 
open-air preaching each Friday at 12noon on Main 
Street in downtown Greenville. Young people in the 
congregation also conduct outreach in front of the local 
abortion mill each week and other members do the 

same at elderly care homes on two Sabbath evenings 
each month.

Congregation
The congregation is primarily composed of young and 
middle-aged families, reflected by a predominance of 
young people, all of whom receive a Christian education. 
The current attendance at Sabbath services is around 
140 people or 30 plus households. It has brought much 
joy to observe recent developments with the teens, 
who are now assisting various younger children in 
memorising their Shorter Catechism on the Sabbath, 
which supplements their memorisation of portions 
of Scripture and the metrical Psalms. The most recent 
project was the memorisation of all of Psalm 119, 
drawing aspiring participants as young as 5 years old. 
The families reside in various communities throughout 
the area, with some travelling 45 minutes or more to 
attend services. The congregation is divided into three 
elder districts, each overseen by a different ruling 
elder who conducts shepherding visits. The Lord has 
also now provided two young men in the congregation 
who are preparing for the gospel ministry.

Building
After ten years of using rental facilities, the Lord 
provided the congregation with its own building in 
2016. It is located at 400 E. Main Street in Taylors, 
South Carolina, a community lying just outside the city 
limits of Greenville. The congregation rejoiced with 
thanksgiving to the Lord when they were able to make 
the final payment on the building earlier this year, all 
praise to the Lord alone.

AROUND THE CHURCH

GREENVILLE
REV. ROBERT D. MCCURLEY

The Greenville Kirk Session. L-R: James Wanliss, 
John King, Rev. Robert McCurley, Christopher Reeder
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MISSIONS

The lifting of Coronavirus shutdown restrictions 
in Sri Lanka has brought a great sense of relief, 
as the sweeping restrictions prevented many 

day labourers from being able to provide for their 
families. Although no specific appeal was organised, 
many friends in this country not only prayed but also 
sent financial gifts. This was a tremendous blessing for 
the believers in Vavuniya and Mullaitheevu, and there 
was sufficient to provide food packages for others 
beyond the immediate congregation.

Theological Training
One aspect of the mission work is to provide 
theological training for local pastors, and visiting 
preachers are expected to provide two days of lectures 
for this group. Typically these men have little or no 
theological training, and gather a small congregation 
in one of the many villages. The practical help of food 
parcels for these men and their families was hugely 
appreciated and a very tangible reminder that they are 
not forgotten by the Lord’s people.

Pastoral Care
Rev. Partheepan has spoken about how thankful he 
is for the many opportunities for providing pastoral 
care presented through the shutdown period. Some of 
the recent encouragements within the congregation 
have been as a direct result. The whole congregation 
(something that has never before happened) attended 
the first midweek prayer meeting in Mullaitheevu and 
extra seats had to be quickly set out. In Vavuniya new 
families are attending the services, both from Hindu 
and Roman Catholic backgrounds.

When it became possible for workers to provide 
for their own families, the mission stopped providing 
food parcels. Where there remained a need for 
assistance, the balance of funds sent to them was 
utilised to commission some small work projects to 
create employment opportunities. One consequence 
is a small aviary in the church grounds for songbirds; 

another is the clearing of neighbouring land for a 
vegetable garden.   

Mission Vehicle
The lifting of the shutdown also made it possible to 
take possession of the mission car, which, arriving 
during shutdown, had been placed in storage by the 
dealership. I had reason to call Parthee recently, and 
he answered via the hands-free facility, while driving 
through the jungle with the air conditioning on. 
Previously Parthee’s version of ‘hands-free’ was when 
he tucked his mobile phone inside his motorbike 
helmet, an inventive but not terribly satisfactory 
arrangement – and disconcerting to watch should 
you (as I was) be sitting behind him on the motorbike 
as he answered the call and manipulated the phone 
in. But the greatest advantage of the car is not the 
comfort of air conditioning, or being able to use a 
mobile phone, but safety when passing through the 
jungle at night.

On behalf of the Kirk Session and congregation, Rev. 
Partheepan wants to thank everyone who contributes 
to the work of the mission through prayer and by 
financial gifts. He reports that the level of support 
has been humbling and motivating, for in it he sees 
the gracious hand of the Lord providing for the 
establishment of His church.

UPDATE FROM SRI LANKA
REV. JAMES MACINNES

The mission car
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BLACK LIVES MATTER?

The Christian response

Black Lives Matter (BLM) arose in 2013 with a 
hashtag, and since then it has gone on to become 
a movement and finally an organisation. What 

began as a protest over perceived discrimination 
in policing and the legal system in the USA has gone 
on to embrace objectives such as the destruction of 
capitalism, defunding of the police and abolition of the 
family. Those who have resisted supporting BLM have 
been denounced, vilified and in some circumstances 
sacked from their employment. What then is the 
Christian response? The following truths must be 
retained in our thinking:

1. That movements and mobs and the responses 
which follow them are all under the sovereign hand of 
the true and living God, who is “mightier than the noise 
of many waters” (Ps. 93:4).

2. That “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh” 
(Ps. 2:4). In this most spectacular declaration, Scripture 
is telling us that Jehovah is unperturbed by any of the 
machinations of fallen humanity.

3. That the inhabitants of the earth are “as 
grasshoppers” in God’s sight (Isa. 40:22). Whatever 
the turmoil among the nations – something which 
often frightens us – before God they remain utterly 
insignificant.

4. That the real problem is not that some lives matter 
more or less than others. Rather, all lives matter, but 
not in the way most people think. They matter because 
the destination for all mankind, without God’s grace, is 
“everlasting punishment” (Matt. 25:46).

5. That God is pleased to use all the enmity, chaos, 
confusion and even violence in the world to bring 
about His eternal purpose. Whatever unbelieving and 
sinful men may do, it will be used to accomplish the 
very opposite of their aspirations. They do only what 
God “determined before to be done” (Acts 4:28), and 
He shall ultimately be glorified.

6. That the answer to all of our problems remains the 
same, namely the Gospel of Christ, which is the message 
of reconciliation with God. He sent His Son to pay the 
price for sin, satisfying His justice by His obedience, and 
“made peace through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). 
This is THE message which needs to be heard throughout 
our land continually. Without reconciliation with God 
there is no prospect of reconciliation within society.

Let us refrain from tacitly approving any Christless 
ideology or engaging in virtue signalling. Rather than 
take a knee to anyone, we shall bow both our knees 
before the King of kings, the Lord Jesus Christ.

INTERNET EXPERTS

Dangers for the church

Modern technology, in the form of laptops, 
tablets and smartphones, has given us instant 
access to publishing. Everyone’s ideas are now 

readily available. This has advantages for the Church, 
but also disadvantages. We have concerns regarding the 
following inhabitants of the online world:

1. The theological gurus. Such people claim to have 
read everything and know everything. By means of the 
Internet they can now accomplish what was previously 
denied to them. Though unqualified to hold office in 
the Church, they think they can achieve their goals 
outside the Church without any accountability. 

2. The theological innovators. These people have 
a creative theological genius which makes them 
suspicious of the settled ministry. They become 
argumentative because they have read a certain thing 
on the Internet. They think they are learning something 
original there, as opposed to what they hear in church.

3. The theological deviants. These individuals do 
not subscribe to any reformed confession yet purport 
to be sound in the faith. They are charlatans who 
undermine the faith once delivered unto the saints. 
They promote error under the guise of enquiry, and 
slander the faithful in the name of defending the truth. 
Yet as they wreak their havoc they do not hesitate to 
hide behind liberty and freedom of expression.

4. The theological tasters. Those who are tired 
of Sabbath and midweek sermons can now indulge 
their taste for all and sundry, who can indulge them 
without limitation. Such are able to flit from preacher 
to preacher and from sermon to sermon at will. 

We must return to these basics:
1. The church is “the pillar and ground of the truth” 

(1 Tim. 3:15), not the Internet, Google or any self-
appointed teachers. 

2. Christ has raised up ministers who are appointed 
by Him to preach the word doctrinally and patiently, 
bearing in mind that error is to be refuted while the 
faith is proclaimed, and that all the while the church is 
to be built up in Christ.

3. It is in the congregation that edification is corporately 
experienced. As a gathered body, believers all hear the 
same word of God read, prayed, sung and preached. 

4. Ruling elders have a duty to ensure that the truth 
is preached in the congregation, and presbyteries 
likewise. The accountability of pastors and teachers is 
the believer’s assurance.

May the Lord Jesus, the only Head of the Church, protect 
her from the dangers which are confronting her.

COMMENT
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Born in 1603 in Kilsyth, Stirlingshire, where his 
father was minister, John Livingstone graduated 
from Glasgow University in 1621 and then 

studied at St Andrews. He was licensed to preach 
in 1625 and soon gained a reputation as a powerful 
preacher, but entry to the parish ministry was hindered 
through his opposition to the Five Articles of Perth 
(1618), one of King James VI’s ploys to intrude prelacy 
on the Scottish Church by a sort of stealth.

Conversion and Call
According to his autobiography, Livingstone appears to 
have undergone a saving change while a young boy at 
school and to have communicated at Stirling while still at 
school: “I had great cares about my salvation when I was 
but yet very young...I had no inclination to the ministry, 
until a year or more after I had passed my course in the 
college...I thought I would spend a day alone before God...
knowing of a secret cave...I thought it was made out to 
me, that I behoved to preach Christ Jesus, which if I did 
not, I should have no assurance of salvation. Upon this I 
laid aside all thoughts of France, and medicine, and land, 
and betook me to the study of divinity.”

Kirk o’ Shotts Communion
Invited along with the venerable Robert Bruce of 
Kinnaird to preach at the Kirk o’ Shotts communion 
in June 1630, as a 27-year-old probationer to whom 
all doors to a settled ministry in Scotland appeared 
closed, Livingstone was prevailed upon to preach on 
the Monday. This had not been a usual custom but such 
power and divine blessing had been experienced on the 
Communion Sabbath that, after a night spent in prayer, 
the large crowd of people could not disperse without 
praise and thanksgiving. Kirk o’ Shotts, incidentally, 
is in central Scotland. It is 18 miles from Glasgow to 
the west and 30 miles from Edinburgh to the east. 
Livingstone records the occasion in his memoirs:

“The only day in all my life wherein I found most of 
the presence of God in preaching was on a Monday after 
the communion, preaching in the churchyard of Shotts...
The night before I had been with some Christians who 
spent the night in prayer and conference. When I was 
alone in the fields, about eight or nine of the clock in 
the morning, before we were to go to sermon, there 
came such a misgiving of spirit upon me, considering 
my unworthiness and weakness, and the multitude and 

expectation of the people, that I was consulting with 
myself to have stolen away somewhere and declined that 
day’s preaching, but I thought I durst not so far distrust 
God, and so went to sermon, and got good assistance 
about an hour and a half upon the points which I had 
meditated on: ‘Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness and from 
all your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart also will 
I give you...’ (Ezekiel 36:25-26)...in the end offering to 
close with some words of exhortation, I was led on about 
an hour’s time in a strain of exhortation and warning, 
with such liberty and melting of heart, as I never had the 
like in public all my lifetime.”

It is recorded that no less than 500 people ascribed 
their conversion under God to this sermon. It was indeed 
a remarkable day of Messiah’s power. In remembrance 
of it, the Monday after a communion Sabbath was 
appointed to be observed in all congregations for the 
duty of public thanksgiving!

Later Ministry
Shortly afterwards Livingstone crossed to Ireland 
and became minister of Killinchy in County Down, 
but was deposed for non-conformity in 1632. In 1638 
he returned to Scotland to support the Covenanters 
against Charles I and became minister of Stranraer, 
Wigtownshire. He played his part in the tumultuous 
events that followed. In 1648 he became minister 
of Ancrum, Roxburghshire, and in 1650 was one of 
those who negotiated the return of the exiled Charles 
II (being deceived along with others by the King’s 
promises!). In 1662 he was deposed and banished for 
refusing to take the oath of allegiance to the restored 
Charles II. He spent his exile in Rotterdam and died 
there, full of faith and hope, in August 1672.

Lessons
What will we learn from those bygone days? We 
will know something is happening spiritually when 
preaching, prayer and Scripture stir us to a renewed 
piety and devotion to Christ, and fill us with a zeal 
for God, for truth and for the salvation of souls. We 
will know something is happening spiritually in our 
churches when Christ and His Word are once again 
accorded authority by them in all matters of faith and 
life. Let us pray for an anointing of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives and in our day! Lord Jesus, hasten such a day!

CHURCH HISTORY

JOHN LIVINGSTONE AND 
THE KIRK O’ SHOTTS REVIVAL

REV. JOHN W. KEDDIE
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

A Goodly Heritage: The Secession 
of 1834 and its Impact on 
Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands and North America
Cornelis Pronk, Reformation 
Heritage Books, hbk, 510pp, 
£26.00 (£8 on Kindle)

Dutch church history is 
famously more complex 
even than Scottish. Issues we consider mere 

interpretation, such as the distinction between 
infra- and supralapsarian views of predestination, or 
between two and three covenants, have become major 
dividing lines. But ‘Neil’ Pronk is a safe guide, and 
this book is an evident labour of love, a lengthy and 
painstaking endeavour to trace the roots of the Free 
Reformed Churches of North America (FRCNA), and its 
Dutch sister-church the Christian Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands (CGKN), in the context of wider 
Dutch church history.

The 1834 Secession was the Dutch equivalent to 
the Disruption, with a testimony to the Reformed faith 
being lifted up outside an increasingly corrupted State 
Church. The courage of Hendrik De Cock and his allies 
in the face of State persecution commands our respect. 
It is interesting to see how intense were the internal 
debates in the early years of the Secession Church, and 
yet how wisely De Cock navigated them.

A key challenge was how to maintain the ideal of a 
national church while pursuing the Puritan aspiration 
of a holy and exercised professing people. De Cock’s 
solution was much the same as in the Highlands in 
better days, of general baptized membership by all 
the ‘covenant community’, and limited communicant 
membership of those professing, under searching and 
experimental preaching, the fruits of saving grace.

A broader debate concerned the nature of the 
church itself. De Cock maintained it was “a covenant 
community of believers and their children, regardless of 
whether they were baptized or professed faith” (p.163). 
He clearly distinguished the visible from the invisible 
church, and saw evangelistic preaching addressed to 
the visible church as integral to its worship. This also 
reflects our heritage. These views were rooted by Dutch 
theologians in a distinction between membership of 
the covenant of grace (the visible church) and of the 
covenant of redemption (the invisible church only) – 
hence the significance of the three-covenant view.

BOOK 
REVIEWS

Debate increasingly raged over the free offer of the 
Gospel, which was defended by some of the Secession 
fathers, such as the De Cocks, and opposed as tending 
to Arminianism by others. The Erskines were often 
quoted in defence of the free offer, as was the Scottish-
born Alexander Comrie (1706-74), who clearly defined 
“the warrant of faith [as] the call and promise of the 
gospel” (p.255). The breadth of membership of the 
covenant of grace taught by the three-covenant Dutch 
theologians helped to maintain the preaching of the free 
offer (though I would not go so far as Pronk as to see 
two-covenant theologians like Boston as inconsistent 
for also maintaining the free offer, cf. p.476).

Pronk explains very helpfully the privileges of 
covenant children as opposed to others: “In what does 
this difference consist? It has to do with the way in which 
the offer of salvation comes to a covenant child and 
the way it is presented to those outside the pale of the 
covenant....The unchurched person, being a ‘[stranger] 
from the covenants of promise’ (Eph 2:12), receives 
the gospel only in the form of an offer or invitation, but 
the covenant member receives it in the form of a divine 
bond sworn with an oath and sealed by baptism as an 
‘undoubtable witness’ (Form of Baptism)” (p.471).

In 1892, the Secession Church mostly united into the 
broader Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN), 
the church founded and led by Abraham Kuyper (1837-
1920). The modern CGKN derives from the remnant of 
those who declined to enter this union, in parallel to 
our roots in the ‘anti-unionists’ of 1900. The difference 
is that the CGKN has grown in membership since 1892 
from 700 to 75,000, while the Free Church has declined.

Kuyper taught presumptive regeneration (covenant 
children assumed to be elect and regenerate until proved 
not to be so). Where his influence prevailed, this often 
resulted in a lack both of evangelistic and of experimental 
preaching, with instead ministry of political and cultural 
emphases. The CGKN minority, and theologians such as 
Bavinck maintained a testimony against this error, and 
also against the opposite tendency of G.H. Kersten (1882-
1948), an eminent preacher who founded another Dutch 
denomination, the Reformed Congregations (GG). In 
Pronk’s view, Kersten restricted the Gospel offer to those 
with ‘evidences’ of election, such as conviction of sin.

In our shared love of experimental preaching and 
earnest evangelistic presentation of the free offer, we in 
the FC(C) find rich common ground with the brethren 
of the CGKN and FRCNA. Mr Pronk has provided a 
commendably thorough and helpful history of the 
last two centuries of the Dutch Reformed Churches. It 
deserves to be a standard work.
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod
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Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
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£
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1,500
3,000
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0
0

1,800
0

1,800
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1,100

500
200

1,600
1,600
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1,500

0
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1,500
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0
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1,500
1,500
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0
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0
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0
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
August  September      October
2    Harris 6    Portree      4    Ayr, Greenville, Snizort
16  Duirinish 13  Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay   11  Cross, St Louis
30  Stornoway 20  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl, Scalpay Harris 18  Ballyclare & Doagh
  27  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane  25  Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick, Knock & Point, 
(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)             Poolewe & Aultbea



“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God!”

Isaiah 40:9
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