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Christians long for the Lord’s presence: His 
gracious presence, by which He blesses His 
people. When the Lord is in their midst, believers 

are encouraged; their faith and zeal are strengthened 
and they know joy and victory. We desire that things 
would be like that always, but sadly they are not. 
There are times when God seems to withdraw from 
His church and even times when His people fear that 
He is casting them off altogether. The lack of God’s felt 
presence and blessing upon His cause ought to cause 
us more grief than anything else.

It hardly needs saying that we lack God’s blessing 
in our land today. It is all too obvious. The church 
is shrinking and ageing, with conversions and 
professions of faith becoming rare. Immoral behaviour 
is increasing alarmingly, false religion is spreading, 
and our society is becoming more and more divided. 
We desperately need to recover the Lord’s favour. God 
is sovereign, yet we are bound to do all that we can to 
remove whatever hindrances to His blessing we may 
be responsible for. This is an urgent calling for the 
church and individual believers.

Infinite
What is meant by ‘the Lord’s presence’? In this matter, 
as in so many others, God is beyond our understanding, 
and we must be guided solely by His infallible Word. 
The Bible teaches us that the Almighty is infinite in 
His being, having no limit. Solomon said of the Lord: 
“behold, the heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot 
contain thee” (1 Kings 8:27). As a Spirit, God fills all 
created space at once with His essence, meaning that 
He is a God both “at hand” and “afar off” (Jer. 23:23). 
For this reason, theologians speak of God as ‘immense’.

When we consider the infinite God in relation to 
His creation, we use the word ‘omnipresence’. God 
is present with His creatures everywhere. He has a 
perfect knowledge of them all, but He takes to do with 
man especially, whom He made in His image. The 
Lord makes us aware of His presence, and sometimes 
powerfully so, whether to comfort or to chasten. 
Although we may try on occasion, we cannot get away 
from God’s presence. Jonah foolishly attempted to 
do this (Jonah 1:3), but the Lord went after him and 
brought him to heel. The Psalmist knew that wherever 
he went in the universe, God would be there (Ps. 139:7-
10). How awesome our God is!

Covenant
Finite man can only enjoy the infinite God by way of His 
covenant. God established a relationship of friendship 
with Adam, and while our first parents were obedient 
to God they enjoyed His blessing, but when they ate 
the forbidden fruit they forfeited it. Though they “hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord” among the 
trees of the garden, God brought them to account and 
judged them for their sin (Gen. 3:8-19). In His mercy 
He revealed to them another covenant, mediated by 
the Seed of the woman who would undo the curse of 
alienation from God by suffering in the place of His 
people (v.15); this is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who “hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us” on the cross (Gal. 3:13). By 
the grace of this covenant, believers know God as their 
salvation and their sure reward!

God’s covenant with His church is, “I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my 
people.” (Lev. 26:12) His gracious presence in her 
midst is her glory, and nothing can substitute for it. 
In the Old Testament, the church had visible evidence 
of this presence in the cloud which rested upon the 
mercy seat over the ark in the holy of holies, first in 
the tabernacle and then in the temple (Lev. 16:2; 1 
Kings 8:10,11). In the New Testament this type was 
fulfilled by Jesus Christ, who says to His people, “lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 
(Matt. 28:20)

Spirit
This special presence of Christ in His church is by His 
Spirit, who indwells every believer, working God’s 
grace in their hearts. The New Testament church enjoys 
a fulness of the Spirit compared to the Old Testament 
church: the time of the law has given way to the time of 
the gospel; the Redeemer has now come and died for 
our sins and God has spoken all that He will ever speak 
to man. Christ promised the disciples that after He had 
returned to the Father He would send the Comforter 
to them, whose work would be to “reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 
16:7,8). Without the presence and power of the Spirit, 
the church cannot fulfil the Great Commission!

On the day of Pentecost the disciples were 
“baptized with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 1:5). The miracle 
of tongues attracted a great crowd (2:5,6) and Peter 
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had the opportunity to preach to them. This miracle 
was followed by an even greater miracle: thousands 
of proud, self-righteous Jews repenting and trusting in 
Christ for the remission of their sins! The number was 
remarkable, but the means was the regular one: the 
preaching of God’s Word. The Lord blessed it then and 
He blesses it now for the gathering of His church. The 
Spirit’s extraordinary gifts were available to the church 
during the apostolic age, but what is essential for the 
church’s life and growth is what remains, namely His 
quickening and sanctifying work, whereby we “live in 
the Spirit” and “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25).

The church knows the blessing of the Spirit in 
different measures at different times, according to 
the will of Christ as her Head, who says: “I will cause 
the shower to come down in his season; there shall be 
showers of blessing.” (Ezek. 34:26) There have been 
times in the church’s history when the earth shook 
at God’s presence and He sent “a plentiful rain” (Ps. 
68:8,9). The Reformation was one such period – a 
mighty revival of the Lord’s work, the benefits of which 
we enjoy even yet. Yet at other times “the showers 
have been withholden” (Jer. 3:3) and the cause has 
languished and become very weak.

Absence
Scripture shows us that the Lord may depart out of 
a church. When that happens the result is always the 
same: “Ichabod”. “There is no glory.” (1 Sam. 4:21) The 
structure of a church may remain: worship may be 
conducted, sermons preached and prayers offered just 
as before, but it is now an empty shell, for the Spirit 
has gone. Serious, repeated, unchecked sin causes the 
Lord to move elsewhere, for “the upright shall dwell in 
thy presence” (Ps. 140:13) and not the wicked. Christ 
threatened the backslidden church at Ephesus that He 
would quickly remove its candlestick if there was no 
repentance (Rev. 2:5), but it did not listen and its light 
went out.

There are doctrinal and moral standards which 
churches must maintain if they are to enjoy God’s 
favour. A church which ceases to preach Christ 
crucified and turns to “another gospel” (Gal. 1:6) will 
lose the Lord’s presence, and likewise a church which 
approves behaviour which God has condemned. The 
established Church of Scotland has done this, allowing 
homosexuals to be ministers; had not the coronavirus 
pandemic intervened, its General Assembly would 
by now have permitted ministers to conduct the 

‘marriages’ of homosexual couples when the Bible 
says that such unions involve “uncleanness” and “vile 
affections” (Rom. 1:24,26). Such actions invite divine 
judgement.

For the Lord to withdraw His presence is the 
greatest calamity which can befall any church. It was 
the news that the ark of the covenant, the great symbol 
of God’s presence in His church, had been captured by 
the Philistines which broke the hearts of Eli and his 
daughter in law; God’s cause was more dear to them 
even than the loved ones whom they had just lost. Do 
we claim that the Lord is our first love? If so, are we 
zealous to oppose anything that might lead to us losing 
His presence? There is a responsibility upon us all not 
to “grieve” the  Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30): our sin will 
always cause Him offence. “Let us search and try our 
ways, and turn again to the Lord” (Lam. 3:40).

Prayer
A church which prefers respectability and popularity 
to true spirituality is only to be pitied. The barrenness 
and powerlessness of today’s church can be restored, 
but only if we put away our idols and seek the Lord 
with all our heart and soul (Deut. 4:28,29). The honour 
of Jesus Christ, not our own, must become our great 
concern once again. Let us repent of formality, a 
lukewarm heart and a lack of spiritual fruit, for these 
things provoke the Lord to turn His face from us. Let 
us humble ourselves and pray earnestly for “times of 
refreshing” from the presence of the Lord (Acts 3:19).

Moses said to the Lord, “If thy presence go not with 
me, carry us not up hence” (Exod. 33:15). We should 
have the same burden: that we would not be left to 
make the journey to the promised land alone but that 
we would have God manifestly with us every step of 
the way. How blessed we are if we enjoy the Lord’s 
gracious presence here and are able to look forward to 
being in His nearer, glorious presence when we leave 
this world!
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“For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” (Isaiah 57:15)

In this beautiful description we see the Highest and 
the humblest brought close together. Here is true 
help, strong consolation and everlasting kindness 

manifested to the believer, for without faith there is no 
trembling humility. “Such pity as a Father hath / unto 
his children dear; / Like pity shews the Lord to such 
/ as worship him in fear.” (Ps. 103:13, metrical) “Thus 
saith...” – what is said is said emphatically, and we need 
to hear it. It is spoken by the One “whose name is Holy”, 
and in our right minds we tremble to approach; like 
Moses in the wilderness we ‘put off our shoes’. But we 
do approach, because He is not only holy but merciful, 
loving and “receiveth sinners” (Luke 15:2). By faith in 
Christ we draw near (Rom. 5:2), not only accepted but 
welcomed.

A Contrite Spirit
The contrite in spirit is crushed with a sense of sin and 
broken with a sense of unworthiness. He has a sense 
of wasted years, sees no good in his nature and looks 
daily for grace to uphold him. He humbles himself, 
bows his head with the Publican (Luke 18:13), and can 
only endure by looking to “him who is invisible.” (Heb. 
11:27) It is even with such a soul that the High and 
Lofty One will dwell. He will make His habitation with 
him; indeed this attitude is the effect of His dwelling. 
He inhabits eternity but is also at home in the heart of 
a Christ-believing sinner.

A Humble Spirit
It is not a natural thought but let us welcome the 
painful experience of conviction of sin. Do not try to 
put it away; it leads to repentance and repentance 
leads to Christ. Sorrow for sin must be a painful 
experience, but it is a means of grace if it brings you 
to the Source of grace abounding. Sorrow for sin looks 
back; faith, hope and love look forward and away from 
self. Without a sense of shame there is no reality in our 
confession. What we think of ourselves is important; 
only a ‘sinner’ will lean on the Saviour each day. This 

word in Isaiah speaks of a daily reviving of those who 
humble themselves in repentance, and if repentance 
is not daily it is no repentance at all! Those who are 
pleased with themselves are not humble, and cannot 
stoop to enter the Palace of the King. The blessing of 
this verse is promised to a certain kind of sinner.

Repentance and humility go together. This is not 
the way of the world – their way is self-assertion. 
“One has also known the most selfish of self-seekers 
continually beg all men to take notice that his sole end 
was the glory of God and the good of souls”, said an 
old preacher. This was the pretext of the Pharisee, and 
is not the way of the disciple of Christ, who desires to 
keep himself in the background as far as possible. You 
do not catch fish by drawing attention to yourself!

The Spirit Revived
The Most High does not dwell with the contrite to 
overwhelm them with a sense of His majesty and their 
own unfitness. He is there to revive the fainting soul, 
to hold together the poor crushed soul. It seems a very 
condescending work for the Highest of all, but the Holy 
Spirit manifests His Presence by gentle influences 
and tender encouragements. He lifts the mind from 
despondency and brightens the darkest view. In 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, at the Slough of Despond, 
Help was waiting for those who fell in. A deep sense 
of sinfulness is a dark mist which only the wind of the 
Spirit (John 3:8) can dispel. We are held up and calmed 
below the surface of a sea of troubles. Left to ourselves 
we would grow worse, but here is a promise of the 
exalted and cheering company of One who comes to 
revive.

Irresistible Grace
All the work of sanctification and consolation is of 
God’s Spirit; only He can fulfil our needs for the new 
life in Christ. Bishop Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626) 
wrote: “If Christ, if the Holy Spirit, take not the broken 
heart in hand, all other cures are but palliative. They 
may drive it away for a while, but it will come back 
again worse than ever.” Christ is not willing that any 
of such in whom He dwells shall perish (2 Pet. 3:9,15). 
His Will rules Earth, Heaven and Hell irresistibly. We 
believe in irresistible saving grace, because He does. 
“None perish that him trust.” (Ps. 34:22, metrical)

DEVOTIONAL

THE HIGH AND THE HUMBLE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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Asixth principle which belongs to the Free 
Church is the importance it attaches to creeds 
and confessions of faith. Some churches have 

only a minimal creed, while others, although on paper 
subscribing to the historic confessions, in reality set 
them aside.

Introduction
Every heretic and theological deviant always claims 
that what he (or sometimes she) teaches is based 
on Scripture. It applies to Arminians, Antinomians, 
Dispensationalists, Unitarians and the followers of the 
various cults. In fact such individuals usually proclaim 
their adherence to the Bible in the loudest possible 
terms.

During the Subscription Controversy in Ireland 
in the 19th century, the Presbyterian minister Henry 
Montgomery of Dunmurry, Co. Antrim, who was a 
Unitarian, went round the country saying, “The Bible 
alone is my creed”. It sounded clever and plausible, 
until it was examined by what became known as the 
‘Strabane Test’, proposed by Rev. James Morrell of 
Ballybay, Co. Monaghan. Question 6 of the Shorter 
Catechism was used to expose Unitarian beliefs: “Q. 
How many persons are there in the Godhead? A. There 
are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the 
same in substance, equal in power and glory.”

Montgomery was not alone. In America the 
Presbyterian Evangelist Barton Stone (1772-1844) 
used the same slogan. It seems more spiritual to claim 
that you exalt the Bible, with no need for creeds, but 
it is not: it is unreliable, dangerous and deceptive. It 
is deceptive because the difference is never between 
creed and no creed but between a public written creed 
and a private unwritten creed.

In the Great Commission, Christ commanded the 
disciples to “teach all nations...to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20). 
Christ’s doctrine is to be confessed by the church. This 
means three things:

1. Subscription to a Body of Truth is a Necessary 
Requirement for Ministers
Paul told Timothy: “Hold fast the form of sound words, 

which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus.” (2 Tim. 1:13) From this we can say the 
following:

(i) There is a ‘body of truth’ contained in the Bible. 
The phrase “sound words” refers to the evangelical 
truths of which the Christian Faith is comprised. The 
term “form” signifies a methodical arrangement of 
these truths.

(ii) Ministers are to adhere to this body of truth. 
They are to “hold fast” to it – to confess, subscribe and 
publicly own it for themselves, against all opposition 
and persecution.

The instruction Paul gave to Timothy presupposes 
the existence of such a body of truth. Paul had already 
made mention of “the testimony of our Lord” (v.8): it 
is the thing believed, as distinguished from the act of 
believing. There are many references in Scripture to 
“the faith”; Paul speaks of departing from the faith, 
denying the faith and erring from the faith (1 Tim. 
4:1; 5:8; 6:10). He also says that this body of truth had 
been “committed” to Timothy, and that he in turn was 
to commit it to other faithful men (2 Tim. 1:14; 2:2).

2. Christianity is Distinctly Confessional in its 
Expression  
Paul’s words, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus” (Rom. 10:9), and the link he makes between 
this and salvation, are used by fundamentalists as a 
pretext for encouraging people to ‘give their testimony’. 
That is not what the verse is about. The term ‘confess’ 
here means to ‘say the same thing’ – to agree with 
and acknowledge those truths which constitute the 
Christian Faith as it is detailed in Scripture.

For example, the so-called Apostles’ Creed was 
historically referred to as ‘The Belief’, because the 
different sections of the Creed each begin, “I believe 
in...”. Paul is stating in effect: “This is how you know 
Christians: they align themselves with those doctrines 
and truths which make up the historic Christian Faith.”

3. Confessions are not Additional to Scripture but 
Drawn from it
A confession of faith merely arranges Biblical teaching 
in a systematic way. Paul could say to the Thessalonian 
believers: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold 

DOCTRINE

FREE CHURCH DISTINCTIVES: 
(6) CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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favour of personal preferences. There is a distrust of 
authority of any kind and an effort to make everything 
‘relevant’, especially to the young. This has led to a 
rejection of Creeds and Confessions and a shift away 
from preaching the Word authoritatively to multiple 
participation, where every opinion is right and no 
opinion is wrong.

4. Beware of an encroaching Romanism. Before the 
Reformation, the Mass was central to worship, but the 
Reformation abolished the Mass and made preaching 
central. Sections of Evangelicalism are drifting back to 
the mysticism of Rome, with the preaching of the word 
being set to one side for candlelight services, group 
discussions and dramatic performances. The reason is 
a loss of faith in and a suspicion of proclaimed words. 
Unfounded feelings and unwarranted experiences, 
along with new revelations, are all a reflection of this 
mysticism.

5. Beware of false inclusion. No one likes to be 
excluded, and there is an assumption that everyone 
has a right to be included in every group. In the last 
decade the slogan ‘belonging before belief’ has arisen 
in church circles. But what does Scripture say? The 
Lord Jesus Christ made clear to His hearers that there 
are terms and conditions which must apply to any who 
would be His disciples (Luke 14:26,27).

6. Value the historic Creeds and Confessions. Since 
Scripture reveals “the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3), churches ought to state their 
beliefs openly: it is the honest thing to do. Creeds tell 
you where the Church’s priorities lie: our Confession 
has thirty-three chapters, which says that we take 
doctrine seriously, whereas a church with a statement 
of faith reduced to half a dozen paragraphs is saying 
the opposite. Creeds limit the power of the Church: 
the Church may command what is in its Creed and 
no more. Creeds relieve the constant pressure to be 
contemporary: without them churches fall into the 
trap of thinking that whatever is the issue of the day is 
the issue, when the great issues confronting mankind 
are unchanging.

7. Value the privilege of confessing the Faith. We 
return to Romans 10:9. A Christian is to confess Christ 
with the mouth, or publicly. A personal declaration of 
Christ as Lord marks a fork in the road. It is a fruit 
of conversion, and an evidence of saving faith in 
the heart. It is unifying, in that it joins the one who 
makes it to every Christian who has ever lived. You 
stand where the Puritans, Covenanters, Reformers, 
Waldensians and Lollards stood, right back through 
history. You stand with those Christians who were 
thrown to the lions, with John on the Isle of Patmos, 
and with the disciples themselves (John 6:69). That is 
a great honour indeed.

the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epistle.” (2 Thess. 2:15) He was referring 
to tradition given orally or textually – authoritative 
teaching handed down directly by the Apostles and 
now incorporated within the inspired Scriptures (e.g. 
1 Cor. 11:2; Gal. 1:14; Col. 2:8; 2 Thess. 3:6).

Some may respond, “Doesn’t this make Romanism 
right? And doesn’t it contradict the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, which says that ‘traditions of 
men’ are not to be added to Scripture (1:6)?” Yet the 
issue here is not Scripture versus Tradition; rather it 
is two different concepts of Tradition. Rome regards 
Scripture and Tradition as two parallel and equal 
sources of authority, but Protestantism has only one 
source of authority, namely Scripture. Rome looks to 
man-made Tradition found outside Scripture, whereas 
Protestantism acknowledges apostolic Tradition 
contained within Scripture.

Confessions of faith do not replace Scripture. 
They are drawn from Scripture, being a systematic 
arrangement of what the Bible teaches.

Application
There are things to beware of and things to value:

1. Beware of chronological snobbery. It is a mark of 
our present culture to think that only what is modern is 
good, true and valuable. An excessive belief in science 
feeds the idea that the past is always inferior and the 
present superior; that may be so mechanically and 
technologically, but it is utterly wrong to insist that it 
applies morally and ethically. The era of Prime Minister 
Tony Blair was a grand experiment in dumbing down 
everything, leading to a lack of deference and a scorning 
of time-honoured institutions. Sadly Evangelicalism 
has not escaped this ‘spirit of the age’.

2. Beware of a consumer mentality. When shopping, 
you pick what you want at that moment. Many 
Christians have adopted this mentality when it comes 
to the Faith: “What’s in it for me?” “I prefer this and not 
that.” Because of the drive to be new and modern in 
every aspect of life, the Church now has its gadgets – its 
projectors, screens and whiteboards. But is the Church 
any better off as a result? Is the historic Biblical and 
Apostolic Faith better known, loved and confessed? 
We know that it is not so.

3. Beware of anti-authoritarian attitudes. Today’s 
culture is anti-historical, and absolutes are rejected in 

“A personal declaration 
of Christ as Lord marks 
a fork in the road.”
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The question, “What is the purpose of the 
Church?” is often asked and it returns a plethora 
of answers. Some say the sole purpose is 

evangelism, as the ‘seeker-sensitive church’ proclaims. 
Others say that it is the discipleship of Christians and 
yet others maintain that it is to be socially engaged 
in making the world a better place. While we do not 
reject any of these as elements of the Church’s work, 
we insist that they are not sufficient answers to our 
question. So what is the answer?

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul 
informs the believers there just what the purpose of 
the Church is (3:9-11). Its purpose is to make known 
the “manifold wisdom of God” (v.10). In displaying 
this manifold wisdom, the Church makes known the 
“mystery” of the gospel (v.9) – the way of salvation 
eternally “purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (v.11) 
Herein lies the Church’s purpose. However, before 
we scrutinise this truth further, we would do well to 
remind ourselves of what we mean by the ‘wisdom 
of God’. The Lutheran commentator Richard C.H. 
Lenski (1864-1936) defined it as “the divine attribute 
according to which God arranges his purposes and his 
plans, chooses his means, and brings forth the results, 
all of which is done in absolute perfection.”

A Mystery Hidden in God
Paul had informed the Ephesians that he was made 
a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace, in 
order that he should “preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ” (vv.7,8). The 
gospel of Christ is the instrument God employs in 
the communication of his grace to the Gentiles, and 
by Paul’s ministry the Gentiles would be enlightened 
in regard to this mystery. A ‘mystery’ is something 
which exists and yet is not fully known or revealed; 
it is something which our minds will never arrive at 
of themselves. This mystery which had been hid in 
God’s heart, in his counsel and covenant, would now 
be known in the gathering into one Church of both Jew 
and Gentile (2:11-22): one people, united to himself, 
under one head. The great scheme of God’s redemption 
which had formerly been hidden is now to be revealed 
to all nations and exhibited by the Church.

A Mystery made Known by the Church
The way of salvation made known by the Church 
displays the wisdom of God in a manner that nothing 

had achieved previously. The gospel of Christ is the 
greatest manifestation of God’s wisdom, so much so 
that Paul calls it “manifold wisdom”. When we consider 
the other wonderful works of God this is quite an 
assertion. If we take note of the parties to whom 
this manifold wisdom was displayed, we will better 
appreciate just how marvellous is God’s scheme of 
redemption in Christ.

Paul speaks of “the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places” coming to a knowledge of God’s 
manifold wisdom “by the church” (3:10). It is clear that 
the angels, from the moment of their creation, have 
beheld the face of God, which is the dignity of their office. 
They are no strangers to his glory, power and wisdom, 
having ever been students of creation, providence and 
redemption. They have desired to look into the things 
which pertain to the salvation of fallen men (1 Pet. 
1:12), yet, until redemption was accomplished by Christ 
and applied to the Church by the Spirit, they never knew 
how manifold God’s wisdom was.

The wisdom of God in the salvation of the Church is so 
wonderfully manifold. It is a business which requires all 
the depths of his wisdom. As Jonathan Edwards wrote, 
in the existence of the Church, “the wisdom of God hath 
made life the fruit of death”. The purpose of the Church 
is to make known this manifold wisdom through the 
gospel of Christ. The angels marvelled, and so should we, 
that a holy God has in a crucified Christ reconciled his 
enemies to himself, dealing with the problem of sin yet 
in a way consistent with his own holy nature (Ps. 85:10).

A Mystery according to God’s Eternal Purpose
The gathering and uniting of Jew and Gentile into one 
Church in Christ was no afterthought in the mind of 
God. There was no ‘plan B’, no need for any reaction 
by God to something outside of his control. The 
manifold wisdom of God is a source of great comfort 
for the Church; God arranges his purposes and plans 
in conformity to his eternal purpose (Eph. 3:11). What 
has God purposed in eternity? That “he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ” (1:10).

In many ways the plan of salvation is a great mystery to 
us and the heavenly host, but it was no mystery to divine 
wisdom. It was always God’s timeless purpose in Christ. 
We can conclude from this truth that the Church does 
not exist for the world or for itself; it has been brought 
into existence in God’s manifold wisdom, and therefore it 
exists for God, and ultimately for his glory.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH
REV. THOMAS BUCHANAN
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(Mr MacIver [1868-1950] was minister of Shawbost 
Free Church from 1919 until his death. These are his 
own notes, slightly edited, of a sermon he preached at 
the evening service on Lord’s Day 28th December 1924; 
the sermon was preached in Gaelic.)

“For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:25)

Introduction

In this verse the apostle tells believers what they 
were by nature; astray! This is true of our fallen 
race; “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory 

of God” (Rom. 3:23). He also tells us of the change that 
has taken place in the life of believers and that must 
take place in the life of everyone that will believe; “are 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” 
Let us observe three things as facts.

I. That men have souls
(i) Every man has a soul – a spiritual, rational and 

immortal subsistence.
– A spirit that came from God and which gives life 

to the body.
– A rational spirit which is the source of our thoughts 

and reasonings; a judge of the fitness of things, chooses 
what is good and hates evil, delights in God (Ps. 37:4), 
feels guilt and fears for our just deserts.

– It is an immortal spirit and must subsist forever 
in another world.

(ii) It is an important fact – the soul is more valuable 
than the world.

– The soul of man is ruined by the fall, is under the 
curse, a slave to sin and Satan.

– Man was made in the image of God in knowledge, 
righteousness and holiness with dominion over the 
creatures. Adam sinned and brought the curse upon 
himself and his posterity.

– The guilt of that sin is imputed to us; we are born 
in sin; sin and Satan rule on the throne of the soul.

– We are accountable creatures and must appear 
before God. How men do not give credit to this doctrine! 
They despise it!

II. That man’s soul requires a Guardian, a Shepherd 
and Bishop

(i) The soul went astray from God, from 

righteousness and holiness by the fall.
(ii) Its condition by nature is guilty, polluted, full of 

darkness and under the curse of the broken covenant; 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezek. 18:20)

(iii) Man cannot be truly satisfied by anything in 
his lost condition any more than the prodigal could be 
satisfied with the husks (Luke 15:16).

(iv) He cannot instruct, save or help himself out of 
that misery.

(v) Without a Shepherd and Bishop, he must die 
forever, be lost forever; “for what shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark 8:36)

III.  The only Shepherd and Bishop is the Lord Jesus 
Christ

(i) A bishop is an overseer, instructor. He watches 
over and cares for the souls of men.

(ii) Jesus Christ has 
infinite knowledge, and 
knows the condition of lost 
souls. He laid down His life, 
worked out redemption for 
lost souls and causes them 
to know His unbounded 
love. His rich mercy may be 
observed in His work.

(iii) He invites souls to 
come to Him for instruction, 
shelter and life.

(iv) His power is inexhaustible, His riches 
unsearchable.

– He saves from sin in its guilt, power, pollution and 
clothes the sinner with His righteousness.

– He is able to save to the uttermost those that come 
unto Him; protect them when in danger, deliver them 
from distress.

– He is able to sanctify the soul, to bring it to glory 
(e.g. the malefactor).

Closing application
You have a soul that is lost by nature.

You cannot save it and the angels of heaven cannot.
But there is a Saviour provided by God in Christ 

Jesus.
Come to him, entrust your salvation to Him.
If you do not believe you must die in your sin.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE SHEPHERD AND BISHOP 
OF OUR SOULS
REV. MURDO MACIVER

Rev. Murdo MacIver
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“Evil communications corrupt good manners” 
– 1 Corinthians 15:33

(Abridged and adapted from an edition of the author’s 
‘Lectures to Young People’ published in 1835)

Nothing is so valuable to a person as their 
character, and there is no influence so powerful 
in the formation of character as that of example. 

That evil company has a corrupting and dangerous 
effect is a fact well understood. It is important to show 
you the process by which evil example operates.

Evil Example Makes Sin Familiar
The danger of associating with wicked companions 
begins in the fact that it renders immoral behaviour 
familiar. The sad fact is that man is a being of depraved 
inclinations, and the moment you bring him into 
contact with wickedness, the heart is drawn to it. All 
experience proves that there is a tendency in human 
nature to go astray, and that nothing more than the 
absence of restraint is necessary to the formation of 
evil habits. If then the state of the heart is naturally 
such that it is liable to the appeals of immorality, you 
will understand the danger of evil company.

Evil Example Lowers Moral Standards
It is the tendency of mixing with bad associates to 
numb and finally destroy our moral sense. Many can 
remember the time when some particular vice, such as 
swearing, gambling or drunkenness, aroused in them 
disgust and even horror, but by being frequently in 
wicked company, these things have become familiar to 
them. This familiarity has rendered them indifferent to 
the unpleasantness of these vices. By indulging in sin 
of any kind you lose your regard for God’s authority. 
When you have cast off the fear of God, your heart will 
be open to every bad impression, and will be a soil in 
which every kind of sin will flourish.

Evil Example Hardens the Heart 
Another effect of associating with evil company is that 
it checks the operation of the principle of shame, or 
renders one heedless of the opinion of others. This 
too is part of our original constitution, and it is so 
essential and active a principle that the absence of it 
is always taken as a decisive indication of confirmed 
immorality. By frequenting the society of the immoral, 
a person soon comes practically to regard them as the 

most important part of the world; and consequently, 
his regard for the opinion of the good, and his fear of 
losing it, are gradually diminished and destroyed.

The Fear of Peculiarity
Something used to defend associating with wicked 
companions is the fear of being thought peculiar or odd. 
There is nothing that goes to the heart of a young man 
like “the world’s dread laugh”, or the idea of standing 
alone. When a young man, whose mind has been stored 
with good notions, falls into the company of those who 
encourage wickedness, it is astonishing to observe how 
inventive they are in devising means for his destruction. 
At first, perhaps, he sees in them nothing more than 
excessive lightheartedness, and so far he thinks they 
may be imitated without much danger, but it is not long 
before he must take another step.

A Gradual Separation
It is the tendency of evil company to separate a person 
from the means of grace. Will a person enter where 
everything signifies reverence and purity, when 
his heart loathes the service of his Maker? Will he 
deliberately place himself in the way of rebuke for 
those very vices to which he has deliberately resolved 
to yield? Or will he be likely to read the Word of God, 
when he meets his own sentence of condemnation on 
every page? Even if a person attends worship for a while, 
it will soon become too annoying to be continued. And 
when the means of grace are once abandoned, I know 
not where we are to look for a more decisive symptom 
of a hard heart and a reprobate mind.

Lessons
1. We see how subtle wickedness is. From small 
beginnings, it gradually makes its way, till it reduces the 
whole man to its dominion, and brings into captivity 
every affection and faculty of the soul.
2. We learn from this subject how dreadful is the 
character of a corrupter of others. Yet there is worse. 
Your corrupting influence may be propagated from 
generation to generation, and thousands whom you 
may never see in the flesh, may recognise you at the 
judgment as their destroyer.
3. What a powerful motive there is here for a life of virtue 
and piety! You are acting, not for yourselves alone, but 
for the world around you; and when we urge you to a 
life of following Christ, we are pleading in behalf of the 
immortal interests of those around you.

YOUTH FOCUS

THE DANGER OF BAD COMPANY
WILLIAM B. SPRAGUE
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Obituary – Rev. Malcolm MacLean 
(Rev. Kenneth Macdonald)

It was with mixed feelings that the news of the 
passing into glory of Rev. Malcolm (Calum) 
MacLean, at the age of 89, was heard of on 18th 

March this year.
While Mr MacLean often spoke of his age he was 

ever seen by many of us as always young at heart. He 
was born in January 1931, the third in a family of six, 
four girls and two boys, four of whom still survive.

At the age of eighteen he did the compulsory 
National Service of the day and had many interesting 
stories from these years. On his return from National 
Service, at the age of twenty-one and under conviction 
of sin, he went for the first time to the local midweek 
meeting in his home church in Shawbost and went on 
to profess faith in August 1953. His conversion was 
evident to all, and he inevitably spoke of his love for 
Christ to everyone he came in contact with, exhorting 
all to seek the Lord.

Having left school at fourteen years of age, and 
being predominately a Gaelic speaker, he spoke often 
of his awareness at the time of his need for further 
education and so began to receive tuition in English 
from the local headmaster. His call to the Ministry soon 
followed and the scripture “woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the Gospel!” was laid heavily on his heart.

Having studied at the Free Church College, he 
completed his studies in 1965 and was subsequently 
called to the congregation of Lochcarron where he was 
inducted on 3rd October that year. After serving the 
Lord there for eight years he received and accepted a 
call to North Tolsta in 1973, where he served faithfully 
until his retirement in 1996. Although retired he 
continued to supply congregations throughout the 
denomination.

Mr MacLean loved the Free Church, and was grieved 
at the sad division in 2000, but he was very clear in 
his stand against what he perceived as injustice within 
her Courts. From 2000 until his 85th year, which was 
his fiftieth in the Ministry, he continued to do what he 
could in faithfully preaching Christ and Him crucified. 
He had a great affinity with the Apostle Paul, and 
especially loved the Epistles.   

In these latter years he was often in tears as he 
preached the Word, and those who remember his early 
days in the Ministry spoke of his zeal and tenderness 
as a mark of his whole ministry. His preaching was 
blessed to many, and numbers came to faith in his 
time in each congregation he served. His faith was 
remarkably strong and he seemed to live continually 
basking in the love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Mr MacLean’s 

funeral service was 
held in the church 
on Sandwick Road, 
Stornoway, and despite 
the difficult situation 
in the early days 
of the coronavirus 
outbreak there was an 
encouraging number in 
attendance. We commit 
his widow Sandra, 
his daughters Agnes, 
Mairi and Christine with their respective husbands, 
his grandsons Alexander and Ruaraidh, and his three 
sisters and brother to the God of all grace and comfort.

His mortal remains lie in the cemetery in Bragar 
until that great resurrection morning when “this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.”

2020 General Assembly 
(Rev. Graeme Craig, Assistant Clerk of Assembly)

The Assembly met by teleconference on Monday 
18th May at 6.00pm and was constituted by 
the retiring Moderator, Rev. William Macleod 

(Knightswood). It took up brief business of a routine 
nature, including the Report of the Assembly 
Arrangements & Nominations Committee. The 
Assembly then suspended their meeting to reconvene 
in Free Greyfriars (Continuing), Westhill, Inverness on 
Tuesday 6th October at 2.00pm (D.V.). A fuller report is 
found on the Church website.

Terror Threat Rising in Indonesia
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

With Islamic State (IS) urging its followers to 
exploit the COVID-19 pandemic to attack 
infidels and apostates, Indonesia's IS-aligned 

jihadists have escalated their terrorist rhetoric and 
activity....The threat level is raised, especially in Java 
- from Banten in the west to Surabaya in the east – as 
well as in Central Sulawesi, specifically in and around 
the majority Christian Poso Regency. The threat level 
is especially high for Indonesia's Chinese community, 
which is some 40% Christian. Please pray.

Quote

“Whatever be the cross, it shall increase the 
weight of your crown.”

Thomas Doolittle
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The congregation of Cross is located in the 
northerly Ness district of the Isle of Lewis, 
in Scotland’s Outer Hebrides. Fourteen 

villages make up the district, with a population of 
approximately fifteen hundred. Situated more than 
twenty miles from the main town of Stornoway, the 
district has a strong sense of community and identity. 
Superb unspoilt beaches for summer, and crashing 
waves for winter storms make sure that the scenery is 
never the same for long.

History
The district has enjoyed a succession of evangelical 
ministries since Rev. Finlay Cook was inducted in 
1829. The minister at the time of the Disruption came 
out with the great majority of the people. In 1900 the 
minister entered the Union, but without most of the 
people. In 2000 the congregation was vacant. In the 
immediate aftermath of the division the congregation 
was served for three years by Rev. John A. Gillies as 
resident supply, and in 2004 Rev. Greg MacDonald was 
ordained and inducted.

Services
Sabbath services are held at 12.00noon and 6.00pm 
and the Prayer Meeting is on Wednesday at 7.30pm. 
The congregation presently enjoys attendances of 
between 40-50 on the Lord’s Day, with about half that 
for the mid-week meeting. We worship in our own 
building which was completed in 2003. On the same 
site as the church, the manse was finished in 2009. Both 
buildings are extremely suitable for the congregation, 
and a cause of much thanks to the Lord.

Congregation
Whilst the make-up of the congregation is predominantly 
elderly, there are half a dozen young families attending, 
and we greatly enjoyed the blessing of having three 
baptism services last year. We are blessed with a 
united, loving and loyal congregation, who have 
endured hardship and even scorn at times for their 
commitment to the principles of the denomination. This 
was especially so in the years immediately following 
the division. We are glad to be able to record that such 
tensions have greatly eased in the intervening period. 
The congregation is served by faithful office-bearers, 
including four elders and three deacons. An additional 
favour of the Lord is the ministry of Rev. John Macleod 
who, though retired, remains very active!

Future
We do feel fragile at times, and are conscious that our 
office-bearers are mostly senior men. We look also for 
the Lord to provide us with some new precentors. We 
have been blessed over the years to see children of the 
congregation come to profess their own faith in the 
Saviour, as well as adults. We have a number of deeply 
loyal adherents, whose faithful attendance is a matter 
of great encouragement to us.

AROUND THE CHURCH

CROSS
REV. GREG MACDONALD

The congregation at the manse

The congregation's youth with friends on a trip to Coll



Free Church Witness 13

MISSIONS

The coronavirus pandemic has particularly 
affected Spain, causing around 40,000 deaths in 
two months. Since March 14 the entire country 

has been confined to their homes, even paralysing for 
a week all work considered non-essential. Although 
at first the government said that religious services 
would be allowed, in the end they have also been totally 
banned.

The plan to return to normality, which will be 
following successive phases and will be particular 
for each territory, envisages that in the most rapid 
cases normality would be achieved by the end of June 
– although it is actually going to be extended into the 
summer. At present most of the country is already in 
Phase 1, which allows the resumption of public worship, 
although only at a third of the capacity of the places of 
worship and under severe health and safety measures. 
However, neither Madrid, Barcelona nor the region of 

Castile has agreed to 
Phase 1. This means 
for us that the groups 
from Miranda de Ebro 
and Rubí will not be 
able to hold public 
worship yet. The 
return to normality 
seems to be rather 
slow for us.

Fasting and Prayer
We understand that the pandemic and the resulting 
confinement is a severe message from the Lord 
concerning His displeasure with our nations. Likewise, 
the fact that we cannot gather for public worship 
grieves us deeply. The congregation in Spain and 
France had a day of prayer and fasting at the beginning 
of the confinement in our countries, on March 21, and 
we also participated in the day of fasting and prayer 
summoned by the Church in Scotland for March 29. 
Since then, on the Lord’s Days, those brothers who are 
inclined to do so can voluntarily participate in a time 
of fasting and prayer, to continue to cry out to the Lord 
so that the pandemic will soon pass and we can once 
again have public worship.

However, the Lord’s protection also has been upon 
us during all this time. A brother in Miranda de Ebro, 
Joel Suárez, became ill with the coronavirus. Thanks 

to the Lord, the last test he had confirms that he is 
now free of the virus. Likewise, the brethren who were 
working, especially in Rubí, have also kept their jobs 
during all this time and there has been no case of need.

Online Services
During the confinement in homes, we have also seen the 
wisdom and the faithfulness of the Lord in a special way, 
in the fact that He has provided the means of the Internet 
to continue conducting the services with the brethren. 
These internet services are not a substitute for public 
worship services, but at least the Lord has provided this 
way for His people to continue to receive the ministry 
of the Word and to maintain fellowship. Certainly, this 
confinement would have been much more detrimental 
to the church if it had occurred thirty years ago.

On Sabbaths we have worship at the usual time, 
in the morning and in the evening. We broadcast the 
services on Facebook Live. Since the broadcasting 
is done from our house in the country, the internet 
signal is sometimes not very good, but thanks to the 
Lord it has always been possible to broadcast. Also, on 
Thursday afternoons we have a prayer meeting on the 
Zoom platform. Every week these prayer meetings are 
joined by brethren from Colombia and Venezuela, led by 
Rev. Eliseo García. It is truly a time of much blessing to 
have fellowship in prayer with the brethren in America.

Spread of the Word
Another benefit which we have noticed from the 
internet services is that the spread of the Word has 
increased considerably during these weeks, and 
sometimes the services have been followed by non-
believers as well. On Sabbath evening I am preaching 
on the Gospel in the book of Psalms. Preaching on the 
Internet is certainly like casting our bread upon the 
waters (Ecc. 11:1): only the Lord knows what the fruit 
and outcome of His preached Word will be.

The brethren in Pau (France) have also known the 
same confinement as in Spain, so they have also held 
Sabbath services on the Internet (by YouTube Live). 
However, the confinement has now ended for them; 
on Lord’s Day, May 17, they once again held public 
services, thanks to the Lord.

(Dr Ruiz maintains a website in the Spanish language 
at: www.westminsterhoy.wordpress.com)

THE LOCKDOWN IN SPAIN AND FRANCE
REV. JORGE RUIZ ORTIZ

Rev. Jorge Ruiz Ortiz
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THE HATE CRIME BILL

A threat to civil liberty

The Scottish Justice Secretary Humza Yousaf has 
introduced a new Bill to replace the historic 
blasphemy law. The Hate Crime and Public Order 

(Scotland) Bill was drawn up following Lord Bracadale’s 
review of existing hate crime law. What is being proposed 
is the most draconian legislation in Western Europe and 
threatens the foundation of our civil liberty and public 
discourse. When what may be good intentions are 
combined with nebulous expressions such as “stirring 
up hatred”, everyone’s freedom of speech is imperilled. 
Disturbingly the proposed Bill will create a whole new 
class of crimes and criminals and the role of the State 
will be vastly expanded as a result. Worryingly, biblical 
Christianity would be labelled as criminal under this law.

Ironically, the repeal of the blasphemy law was 
campaigned for by the National Secular Society, which 
has now come out against the proposed alternative. This 
is no accident, for when Christianity is disestablished 
from the public square, everyone’s liberties are at risk 
– a point the secularists seem not to have anticipated. 
The NSS’s Communications Officer Chris Sloggett has 
described the Bill’s terminology as “vague and likely to 
be weaponised to restrict debate”.

Dr Andrew Tickell, Lecturer in Law at Glasgow 
Caledonian University, has raised questions regarding 
the Bill, and the Scottish journalist Stephen Daisley 
has written a number of excellent critiques. Daisley 
has drawn attention to the fact that abolishing the old 
offence of blasphemy threatens to introduce a new 
more wide-ranging one. Within this catch-all “stirring 
up hatred” phrase are legitimate points of view, such 
as stating that men cannot be women, or women men.

The new Bill is essentially a new blasphemy law 
– only this time the blasphemy in question is now 
defined by the State, under the gaze of Humza Yousaf. 
However, equally serious for Christians in Scotland, 
especially Presbyterians, is the threat to our subordinate 
standards. Consider the Directory for Public Worship, 
which encourages prayer for deliverance from “the cruel 
oppressions and blasphemies of the Turk” (i.e. Muslim), 
or the teaching of our Westminster Confession of Faith 
that the Pope of Rome is the “antichrist” (25:6), or the 
assertion that there is no salvation outside of the Christian 
religion and that to assert otherwise “is very pernicious, 
and to be detested.” (10.4) Any number of phrases in our 
standards might be deemed illegal under this Bill.

It is essential that as a denomination we raise 
our voice against this Bill. Please pray for our PQRM 
Committee as they pursue this matter.

THE COMMUNION CUP

Is the common cup dispensable?

Online services during the pandemic are 
insufficient for some. There is a growth in so-
called ‘virtual communions’, where one buys his 

own loaf and wine, and passes it to himself. Churches 
must use discipline to correct this Corinthian-style 
violation of the biblical warrant (1 Cor. 11:23-34). The 
warrant is also undermined by a clamour to replace 
the common cup with individual cups. This is not 
allowable biblically and not sustainable scientifically.

Most churches abandoned the common cup during 
the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic. But does dispensing 
with the common cup help health? The International 
Journal for Infectious Diseases (2013) cited a 1997 study 
which showed that daily communicating (common cup) 
did not increase the risk of disease as compared to less 
frequent or non-communicating. The combination of 
silver and alcohol actually kills most germs. Secondly, 
does our love for the Sixth Commandment exceed that 
of our Lord? Would He give us a Cup of disease rather 
than the mystical Cup of grace and consolation (Ps. 
16:5), and of praise and thanks (Ps. 116:13)?

As the sacraments are a part of worship they must be 
regulated by Scripture: whatsoever is not commanded 
is not permissible (the Reformed view), rather than, 
whatsoever is not condemned is permissible (Rome, the 
Lutherans and the Anglicans). All the biblical references 
are to ‘cup’, singular, and we have no authority to alter 
that. To be able to use individual cups, Christ’s words 
of institution in Matthew 26:27 would have to be, not 
“Drink ye” (pl.), but “Drink thou’ (sing.). The change 
would result in a private action between the Minister 
and each individual, instead of with the body of believers 
as symbolised by the single cup. This is tantamount to a 
‘private communion’ – the very opposite of the corporate 
fellowship signified by the ‘taking’ and ‘dividing’ of the 
cup (Luke 22:17) (cf. Gillespie, A Dispute Against the 
English Popish Ceremonies, 1637).

Our subordinate standards do not permit individual 
cups. The Scottish Commissioners to the Westminster 
Assembly, contra the Independents, did not see the cup or 
the table as mere ‘accidents’ (circumstances) of worship. 
Large numbers of communicants were accommodated 
by several sittings, with the wine in “large cups” 
(Directory for Public Worship), one for each sitting. The 
Church ought not to set aside Scripture to counter any 
inhibition to drink from the communal cup; that would 
be to elevate a lower means of grace above a higher, and 
would amount to sacramentalism. Surely, we can do all 
things through Christ’s strength (Phil. 4:13).

COMMENT
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(An extended review of ‘J. Gresham Machen: A 
Biographical Memoir’ by Ned B. Stonehouse – a new 
edition published by Banner of Truth Trust in 2019 [hbk, 
606pp, £18.95].)

This biography, first published in 1954 and 
written by his close friend and colleague Ned B. 
Stonehouse, gives a vivid and inspiring portrait 

of the life of John Gresham Machen, an American 
Presbyterian who was one of the most stalwart 
defenders of conservative Christianity during the 
twentieth century, and it is of interest from various 
angles.

The early part of the book casts light on what life 
was like in the late nineteenth century in a typical 
upper class, God-fearing Baltimore (Maryland) family, 
where from very early on children received careful 
instruction in the Bible and in the Shorter Catechism, 
and where every effort was made by parents to ensure 
that their offspring received the best education that 
money could buy. Although young Machen undoubtedly 
benefited from this privileged background, his 
progress in education was not entirely dependent on 
this, for his great intellectual gifts soon shone through. 
At the age of seventeen he began studying at Johns 
Hopkins University in Baltimore, where he majored 
in classics and performed sufficiently well to obtain a 
scholarship.

Theological Study at 
Princeton
Of particular interest 
is what may be 
gleaned from this 
volume regarding 
Machen’s difficulty 
after completing his 
university degree 
with regard to what 
course his future 
should then take. 
Although he had 
professed faith in 
Christ at the age of 
fifteen in 1896, we 
know very little of his 

religious life while he was at Johns Hopkins, but there 
were undoubtedly strivings of the Spirit drawing 
him towards the ministry, though these were not of 
such strength as to give him clarity on this matter. 
Despite his indecisiveness, however, he opted in 
1902 to study theology at Princeton Seminary, a 
college which, at that time, stood for the rugged, 
undiluted Calvinism of the Westminster Standards. 
Although he became very fond of life at Princeton, 
even after two years there he had made no progress 
in his search for certainty as to his future calling, but 
he did find considerable enjoyment in the study of 
Greek and New Testament, a study indeed in which 
he excelled.

Further Studies in Germany
It was to further his readings in these subjects that 
he pursued further theological studies in Germany 
for a year in 1905 at the universities of Marburg 
and Goettingen. There he was confronted with the 
arguments of some of the most renowned voices of 
liberal theology and biblical interpretation. Under the 
instruction of men like Professor William Hermann, 
who impressed him greatly by his ability, his zeal 
for his subject and by the general agreeableness of 
his personality, he sometimes was driven to doubt 
basic orthodox Christian tenets like the inerrancy 
of Scripture and the literal, physical resurrection 
of Christ. These doubts set in motion within him a 
serious spiritual wrestling as to where truth lay, and in 
the course of that profound personal conflict, tender 
and intense correspondence passed between him and 
other members of his family, and especially with his 
mother – correspondence of such quality as to lend 
immense value on its own to this biography.

Appointment to Princeton
By the middle of 1906 Machen felt sufficiently assured 
of the broad principles of reformed religion to finally 
take up an invitation which had been extended to 
him some time previously to become a lecturer in 
New Testament Studies at Princeton, on assurance 
having been given him that he need not be licensed, 
ordained or come under the care of a Presbytery. Some 
peripheral issues, especially pertaining to his calling, 
still needed to be resolved in his mind, and it was 
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not until the autumn of 1913 that he attained to such 
assurance and calm that he could undertake the first 
step of being brought under the care of a presbytery 
and to look forward confidently and joyfully to his 
being ordained to preach the gospel, to his subsequent 
appointment, in 1914, as Assistant Professor of New 
Testament studies, and to full professorship in 1915.

Contest with Modernism
By this time a wind of ecumenical liberal theology was 
sweeping through church life in the United States and 
this progressed much further in the post-war period, 
even to the extent ultimately of bringing its influence 
to bear on Princeton Seminary, that previous bastion 
of conservatism. Battle lines were thus being drawn 
between the adherents of liberalism and modernism 
on the one hand and of the followers of conservative 
Pauline theology on the other. Machen was to play a 
major role in this contest, a role for which he had been 
well prepared by reason of his earlier engagements 

with the arguments of German theologians, and this 
preparedness became manifest with the publishing in 
1921 of The Origin of Paul’s Religion and of Christianity 
and Liberalism in 1923. In both of these he insisted 
that Modernism, which doubted the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection and virgin birth, all of which Machen 
defended, and Bible Christianity, were two different 
religions.

Founding of Westminster Seminary
Eventually, in 1929, Machen found it necessary to 
leave Princeton and with others to found Westminster 
Theological Seminary for “the militant defence of the 
reformed faith”. In 1933, having become concerned 
about liberalism tolerated by Presbyterians on the 
mission field, he formed the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions. He was suspended from 
the ministry for this, which led to the founding in June 
1936 of what he called the Presbyterian Church of 
America, which later became known as the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church.

Machen died on January 1, 1937 and is buried in 
Greenmount Cemetery in Baltimore. In his final day 
on earth he was largely unconscious, but there were 
intervals when his mind was thoroughly alert. “In one 
of those periods,” Stonehouse writes, “he dictated a 
telegram to his colleague John Murray which was his 
final word, ‘I’m so thankful for active obedience of 
Christ. No hope without it.’”

Sovereign Grace
The following excerpts from his book What is Faith? – 
drawn from pages 457 & 458 of the present biography 
– help to give a flavour of John G. Machen’s Christian 
qualities. Speaking of faith born of need, he writes:

“A new and more powerful proclamation of the law 
is perhaps the most pressing need of the hour; men 
would have little difficulty with the gospel if they had 
only learned the lesson of the law. As it is, they are 
turning aside from the Christian pathway; they are 
turning to the village of Morality and to the house 
of Mr Legality, who is reported to be very skilful 
in relieving men of their burdens. Mr Legality has 
indeed in our day disguised himself somewhat, but 
he is the same deceiver as the one of whom Bunyan 
wrote. ‘Making Christ Master’ in the life, putting 
into practice the ‘principles of Christ’ by one’s own 
efforts – these are the new ways of earning salvation 
by one’s own obedience to God’s commands. And they 
are undertaken because of a lax view of what these 
commands are. So it always is: a low view of law 
always brings legalism in religion; a high view of law 
makes a man a seeker after grace.”

Over against this, Machen writes:
“The very centre and core of the whole Bible is the 
doctrine of the grace of God – the grace of God which 
depends not one whit on anything that is of man but 
is absolutely undeserved, resistless and sovereign. 
The theologians of the church can be placed in an 
ascending scale according as they have grasped that 
one great central doctrine, the doctrine that gives 
consistency to all the rest, and Christian experience 
also depends for its depth and for its power upon the 
way in which that blessed doctrine is cherished in the 
depths of the heart, The centre of the Bible and the 
centre of Christianity, is found in the grace of God; 
and the necessary corollary of the grace of God is 
salvation through faith alone.”
This book is a valuable social account concerning 

moments of crisis in the history of the church of Christ 
during the first half of the twentieth century, and also 
a precious record of the life of one whom God raised up 
for such moments of crisis.
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

A Word in Season: The Life and Ministry of 
Rev. Arie Elshout
Adriaan F. Van Toor, Reformation Heritage Books, 
hbk, 296pp, £24.38

Some years ago 
Rev. Bartel Elshout 
preached for us 

in Knightswood while 
attending our General 
Assembly as a delegate 
from the Heritage 
Reformed Churches in 
North America. At that 
time he told me some of 
the unusual experiences of 
his father and mentioned 
that he hoped to translate 
a biography of him which 
was written in Dutch. Bart 
has translated the great 
four volume work of Wilhelmus à Brakel, The Christian’s 
Reasonable Service. So it was with great pleasure that 
I recently received a copy of the translation of his 
father’s biography. Feeling unwell at the time, it was 
a tonic to settle in a comfortable chair and read this 
gripping volume.

Arie Elshout (1923-1991) grew up in the 
Netherlands and as a teenager was a top football 
player. He refused to attend church till one day 
confronted by two elders who visited the home and 
managed to challenge him before he disappeared. 
Now the passion of his life changed forever. Following 
prolonged conviction of sin, he found peace. After the 
Nazi invasion of the Netherlands he was forced to go to 
Germany to work in a factory. There he met a Christian 
girl and they married. When the war ended and they 
tried to return to his home they were stopped at 
Brussels airport and his wife was thrown into prison 
and deported back to Germany. The Dutch were not 
allowed to marry Germans. It would be two and a half 
years before he would see his wife again, a really trying 
time for both of them.

When he applied for the ministry in 1951 he was 
the last of seven to be interviewed by the Curatorium. 
The other six were turned down. After prolonged 
and repeated questioning he was informed by the 
chairman that they had no freedom to turn him down. 
When he finished in College, such was the shortage of 
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ministers that he had thirty-five calls from different 
congregations. He accepted the one to Utrecht, the 
least attractive. He had said to a friend after Utrecht 
treated the previous minister badly that it would be a 
long time before they got another. In that he was wrong, 
but it also shows how concerned he was to do the will 
of God and seek his direction whatever the cost.

He served several congregations in the Netherlands 
and then accepted a call to California. After two 
difficult years there he was called to Kalamazoo where 
a sixteen year old boy, Joel Beeke, was deeply moved 
by his inaugural sermon, weeping as he sought peace 
with God. During Elshout’s time in Kalamazoo he 
suffered a mental breakdown and believed himself 
to have never been converted and to be an apostate. 
Thankfully, by the grace of God, he recovered and 
wrote a helpful book, Overcoming Spiritual Depression, 
through which he would comfort others going through 
similar trials. He was called back to the Netherlands to 
minister in Zoetermeer and eventually ended up in the 
congregation of Utrecht where he began his ministry. 
He died in Nigeria while ministering to the mission 
there.

Certainly an interesting book to read.
William Macleod

Daily Readings for Discouraging Times
James Clark, booklet, 64pp, £3.25. Available from 
Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson Books 
or direct from the author at Westhill Free Church 
(Continuing), Inverness.

This is undoubtedly a unique set of daily readings. 
It is the third booklet in the series, the previous 
two being Daily Readings for the Depressed and 

Daily Readings for the Weary Pilgrim.
There are many daily readings but they all seem 

to assume a general air of positivity. James Clark, as 
a Pastor and a qualified psychologist, knows this is 
not always true for the believer. After all, the Psalms 
are full of laments for miserable Christians. What 
Mr Clark has done is take the whole subject head 
on, and with a knowledge of Scripture along with 
skilful understanding of the human condition, he has 
produced a series of readings to suit. 

The readings have three qualifications. First they 
are Biblical. The author has selected a series of texts 
that give voice to discouragement as experienced by 
the depressed. Second, the readings are concise and 
to the point, without flannel, waffle and superficiality. 
Those who are melancholic and discouraged find it 
hard to read much and concentrate for long; Mr Clark 
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knows that. Third, they 
are incisive. It is as if he 
is writing of himself, yet 
he nowhere appears in a 
single line. That in itself 
is unique. Far too many 
writers want to tell us 
of themselves. Here, you 
will know nothing at all 
of the author when you 
finish the readings and 
yet, you feel you have been 
talking to him, explaining, 
describing and hearing in 

return. 
It all comes down to this: James Clark has studied 

the Word of God and the heart. Take the following 
sections from two of the readings:

“And Saul eyed David from that day.” 1 Samuel 18:9
Saul was a bully and David had to be constantly on 

his guard. He had sleepless nights because of the threat 
from Saul (ch.19:11). Moreover, it seemed impossible 
to escape his peril because of his duty to fight in the 
army of Israel. David indeed found a friend in Jonathan 
to whom he could tell his troubles but even Jonathan 
could not protect him against the forces surrounding 
him. David is an example of someone being bullied at 
work, and indeed bullied within the visible church. 
There will always be those like Diotrephes (3 John 9) 
who do not care how others feel so long as they can 
retain their power.

“Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee...?” 
Isaiah 44:8

Over ninety times in Scripture the Lord says to His 
people, “fear not.” We need to hear this often as we are 
assaulted with thoughts of not arriving safely at the 
‘Celestial City’. We fear we are fighting a losing battle, 
doubting not only our strength but His care. Christ also 
was tempted to think this (Matt. 4:1-11), a temptation 
we share. Psalm 84 tells us that they who arrive in the 
heavenly Zion ‘go from strength to strength’, and we 
feel none – however it is not our own strength but His 
(Ps. 46:1). We see others who began pilgrimage with 
us now fallen away, and this is fearful. But do not our 
fears keep us in safety? We keep away from what we 
fear; ‘the burned child dreads the fire.’ We pray to feel 
the power of God’s preserving care in our lives, but 
whether we feel it or not, are we not the proof of it?

Commenting on Hebrews 7:25 Luther declared, 
“Martin Luther is the uttermost, and He is able to save 
Martin Luther!” John Bunyan wrote, “I grow worse and 

worse, my heart lays me as low as hell. I am driven as 
with a tempest.” But he called his autobiography Grace 
Abounding.

It is no surprise that the previous two booklets 
have gone far and wide. Clark deals with a condition 
that is often misunderstood. We heartily recommend 
these readings. Take a dozen copies and give them 
out to those who suffer in mind and strength, who are 
discouraged and need a word of understanding and 
cheer.
Rev. Trevor Kirkland

Scottish Heroines of the Faith
Donald Beaton, Scottish Highlands Reformed 
Book Trust, pbk, 85pp, £6.95

This little volume 
is a republication 
of a book from 

1909. The author, a Free 
Presbyterian minister, 
stated the purpose of his 
book as follows: “to keep 
green the memory of a 
noble band of women who, 
moved with a heroism 
born of heaven, chose 
‘rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season’.”

The book contains 19 short accounts of remarkable 
women in Scottish covenanting history, which were 
first published as a series of articles in two magazines. 
It is remarkable to read of the suffering these brave 
women endured for standing for the cause of the 
gospel. It is a stark witness to us, that when Satan is 
allowed to persecute the Church in great measure, 
no one is exempt from the extremes of suffering that 
may come. Therefore the faith of these women is an 
encouraging reminder of the faithfulness of God, 
whatever trials may come our way.

The accounts are very short, so this is a very 
accessible read. Some of the stories are very scant, as 
little detail of these women’s lives would be known, 
but the accounts are helpfully set within the context 
of Scottish covenanting history. This would be a very 
good starter book to be introduced to this tumultuous 
and significant period in the history of reformed 
Christianity in Scotland. 
Mrs Esther Macleod (Point)
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CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Apr 2019
£

6,000
9,875

13,833
8,769
3,680

42,156

999
5,452
1,944

10,125
18,520

4,286
0

1,476
275

7,550
14,583

9,174
9,937
2,130

49,410

8,161
9,279
8,374
6,352
9,769

35,558
77,493

8,544
4,967
9,970
9,938
8,720

42,137

990

230,706

17,334
31,837

279,876

68,465
211,412

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2020

£

0
8,776

20
0
0

8,796

60
2,292

53
0

2,405

90
0
0
0
0

20
3,788

0
0

3,898

0
0
0

1,783
255

1,253
3,291

2,432
0

145
0

513
3,090

0

21,479

0
0

21,479

3,519
17,960

Total to Apr 2020
£

6,000
9,316

13,022
9,512
3,800

41,650

996
7,234
2,015
8,785

19,029

7,631
5,992
3,033

463
8,594

16,268
9,868

10,400
2,130

64,378

11,305
9,335
8,310
5,102

11,592
29,955
75,599

8,657
3,810
9,294

11,509
11,753
45,022

990

246,668

14,379
0

261,047

76,194
184,854

Apr 2020
£

1,500
3,816
7,022
5,162

950
18,450

996
4,234
2,015
4,285

11,529

3,483
3,792
1,533

163
3,794
9,268
5,068
5,200

130
32,430

1,500
4,485
3,960
2,702
5,592

13,258
31,497

4,157
2,310
3,344
7,009
7,253

24,072

0

117,978

3,890
0

121,869

76,194
45,675

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
June     July    August
7    Tarbat    5    Snizort   2    Harris
14  Poolewe & Aultbea   12  St Louis   16  Duirinish
21  Bracadale, Brora   26  Atlanta   30  Stornoway
28  Kiltearn     (All dates subject to
         change due to COVID-19)



“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:”

Ephesians 1:3
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