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Saul’s long reign over Israel was not a happy one. 
God was Israel’s true King, to whom Israel owed 
everything, but they rejected Him, desiring an 

earthly king like the nations round about them. In His 
anger, the Lord gave them Saul. Though a “goodly” young 
man (1 Sam. 9:2) he was not a godly one and turned back 
from following the Lord. By his own admission, Saul 
“played the fool” and “erred exceedingly” (1 Sam. 26:21). 
Out of jealousy, Saul threatened David, the man who was 
after God’s own heart (1 Sam. 13:14), and David was 
forced to flee for his life. The pillars of church and state 
were severely shaken during Saul’s time on the throne.

Our land is enduring a similarly unstable period. 
It is not just the disturbance caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic over the last six months, affecting the 
economy and other aspects of life: of far greater 
significance in the longer term is the moral and spiritual 
collapse which has occurred in recent decades. Our 
rulers, instead of honouring God by upholding His laws, 
“judge unjustly”, “accept the persons of the wicked” 
and “walk on in darkness” (Ps. 82:2,5). Such times are 
difficult for God’s people and may involve suffering 
and persecution, yet we are not without consolation.

The Danger
History shows us that while a civilisation may be 
overrun by a rival one, it can also be destroyed from 
within. Today the ungodly are using their power and 
influence to change our nation’s Christian culture into 
a secular one. When a nation turns from righteousness 
to wickedness, God is provoked to anger, and if there 
is no repentance He will bring about its demise. The 
problem always arises in the church first. Individual 
churches have destroyed themselves through unbelief 
and worldliness, which began with ministers and 
spread to the people. These churches refused to hear 
what “the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2:7), 
and they fell away.

The Lord’s people grieve at these things and may 
begin to lose heart, but we should not be in despair. 
At one point during Saul’s reign, David asked: “If the 
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?” The encouraging answer was: “The Lord is in 
his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven” (Ps. 
11:3,4). Though things on earth are out of order, and 
though everything good and right is in danger of being 
overthrown, the foundations laid by our Almighty, 
sovereign God cannot be destroyed. What are these 
‘firm foundations’?

Inspired Scriptures
Nothing reveals the glory of God as the Word of God. 
In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah comforts the 
captive church with the promise of divine deliverance, 
declaring, “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but 
the word of our God shall stand for ever.” (Isa. 40:8) In 
the New Testament, the apostle Peter quotes the same 
passage in writing to tried and afflicted Christians, 
reminding them that it is only through the Scriptures 
that we hear the good news of salvation through the 
blood of a crucified Saviour (1 Pet. 1:24,25). Calvin 
expressed the church’s belief when he wrote: “We owe 
to the Scripture the same reverence which we owe to 
God, because it has proceeded from him alone, and has 
nothing of man mixed with it.”

No wonder then that Satan attacks the Scriptures. 
He adds to them, takes from them and twists them. We 
must hold fast to the Bible as the inspired, infallible 
and inerrant Word of God, because if we do not, what 
becomes of our faith and hope? If you are ever troubled 
with doubts about the trustworthiness of Scripture, 
consider Christ’s testimony in His prayer on the night 
before He died: “thy word is truth.” (John 17:17) In that 
confidence, Christ went to Calvary. He had assurance 
of His triumph from the promises belonging to the 
Mediator in Scripture. Can you say with the Psalmist, 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 
119:89)? Despite all the devil’s efforts over the centuries, 
the Bible is not shaken, and it never will be.

Eternal Covenant
Salvation is not of our doing or willing but according 
to God’s mercy, and by covenant. In the divine plan, 
drawn up in eternity, the Father acts for the Godhead, 
the offended party. The Son acts for humanity, the 
guilty party; not for all mankind but for an elect people. 
They were in Adam when God covenanted with him in 
the garden of Eden, and when he sinned and fell, but 
they belonged to Christ in the eternal covenant, and He 
came into the world for their sakes. John Kennedy of 
Dingwall said of God’s elect: “They are chosen in Christ 
to eternal life; and their salvation is as certain as Christ 
is infallible”.

At the heart of the covenant is God’s love for His 
people – an eternal and invincible love. Paul was certain 
of the power of this love, asking, “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?”, then going over every kind of 
affliction and persecution and coming to this: “Nay, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through 
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him that loved us.” (Rom. 8:35-37). He did not stop 
there. He took into account everything in the creation 
and every event in providence, and was persuaded 
that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (vv.38,39) 
If and when a believer lacks assurance of God’s love 
to him or her, the Word of God says reassuringly: “The 
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The 
Lord knoweth them that are his” (2 Tim. 2:19).

Divine Redeemer
The only place for our sinful souls to rest is upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as He is prophesied in Isaiah: 
“Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation” (Isa. 
28:16). Christ was tried: He was made under the law 
and subject to the will of God, but His obedience was 
approved by the Father (Matt. 3:17). Christ is precious: 
as a divine Person, there is infinite worth in His 
redeeming work, by which He purchased “deliverance 
from all evil” and “restoration to all good” (Alexander 
Paterson). Christ is the cornerstone: He gives stability 
and strength to the spiritual temple, and in Him 
believing Jews and Gentiles are united (Eph. 2:19,20). 
A sure foundation indeed!

A Christian is someone who receives and rests 
upon Christ alone for salvation, as He is offered to us 
in the gospel. We do this by faith alone. We believe 
the fundamentals concerning Christ, such as His true 
deity, virgin birth, sinless life, atoning death and bodily 
resurrection, but we look to Him for something which 
as sinners we desperately need from Him, namely 
righteousness. By faith in Christ, His righteousness as 
the Mediator becomes our righteousness and our title 
to heaven. Do we have a union with Christ which is life-
giving and upbuilding, surviving all the storms of life 
and the assaults of the evil one? Is Christ “the rock of our 
salvation” (Ps. 95:1)? All other ground is sinking sand.

Saving Grace
The fear which some Christians have is that their faith 
will fail, or that they will sin so grievously that they 

will find themselves beyond the limits of God’s grace. 
It is helpful to consider Christ’s words, “I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last” (Rev. 1:11). This title 
applies to His being as God, but may we not also apply 
it to His grace for sinners? By what He accomplished on 
the cross, Jesus is “the author and finisher of our faith” 
(Heb. 12:2); from Him we receive “grace for grace” (John 
1:16) and in Him we have “eternal life” (1 John 5:11).

God’s promise to His own is that He will give them 
“grace and glory” (Ps. 84:11). There is a link forged 
between the two which is unbreakable: if we have 
saving grace in our souls now, then eternal glory will 
certainly be ours too one day. The Lord uses “the word 
of his grace” for the sanctification and preservation 
of His people, to give them “an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32) So let us rest 
wholeheartedly upon Christ crucified, confident that He 
can bear our load and bear us up. He will never make 
us ashamed. As the Puritan Timothy Cruso said: “The 
being of God may as well fail as the promise of God.”

Immoveable Kingdom
This fallen world is constantly being ‘shaken’ by 
calamities of one sort or another. Our families may be 
shaken too, by things such as sickness and bereavement, 
and our own lives by trials and disappointments. 
The church is not immune, being shaken from time 
to time by errors and divisions. In the midst of these 
distresses, the Lord’s people need to remember that 
they are receiving “a kingdom which cannot be moved” 
(Heb. 12:28). It is a kingdom which will survive the 
final shaking the Lord will give to the universe at the 
end of time, which will remove everything else.

Christ said concerning His church: “The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). Neither 
the devil nor wicked men can frustrate the great 
commission He gave to her, or thwart the saving work of 
the Spirit. Robert Shaw wrote: “Earthly kingdoms may 
be overturned, and the mightiest empires laid in ruins; 
but neither power nor policy can ever accomplish the 
utter destruction of the Church.” However we may 
view the present day, it is Satan’s kingdom which is 
being destroyed, not Christ’s.

These foundations will never give way. They are 
much firmer than we may be aware of at times, but 
that is so often our mistake – going by feelings and 
not by faith. These foundations will support and 
sustain God’s children until they are found in the 
nearer presence of Christ in heaven. There they will 
enjoy perfect fellowship with their beloved Lord and a 
security which will be as real then in their experience 
as it always was in God’s promise.
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(Philip Henry [1631-1696] was the father of the famous 
Bible commentator Matthew Henry, and a minister. This 
extract from his work ‘Christ All in All to Believers’ has 
been edited.)

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house” (Hebrews 11:7)

Our Lord Jesus Christ is our ark. He is to us, and 
to all true believers, what Noah’s ark was to 
him, and to his family.

Comfortable Provision
When God put Noah into the ark, and shut him in, He did 
not leave him destitute. No, He provided comfortably 
for him.

He had the divine presence. “Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark” (Gen. 7:1). It is not, “Go thou”, but 
“Come thou”, implying that God himself meant to go 
along with Noah, and to abide with him there, and to 
bear him company. All those that God puts into Christ 
shall be sure of His blessed presence with them, at all 
times, and in all conditions. “Come, my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers” (Isa. 26:20). “He hath said, I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Heb. 13:5) Is 
not this matter of comfort to a child of God? It was so 
to Moses: “My presence shall go with thee, and I will 
give thee rest. And he said unto him, If thy presence go 
not with me, carry us not up hence.” (Exod. 33:14,15)

He had the benefit of a window. “A window shalt 
thou make to the ark” (Gen. 6:16). This was for the 
conveying of light into it, else it had been a dungeon 
to him, a coffin, a grave; it had been called a gloomy 
house. They that are in Christ are enlightened with 
heavenly light (Eph. 5:8). God opens the eyes of their 
minds. It was also for viewing the mighty works of 
God in the great waters, and the sad desolations made 
thereby upon the earth, especially the drowning of his 
obstinate neighbours, that would not be persuaded: 
now he might see them floating by thousands. It is good 
for those who are in the ark, Christ, to be often looking 
abroad, as through a window, into the perishing world, 
where they may see both matter of pity as to others; 
and matter of praise as to themselves (John 14:22).

By that window the dove went out, and by the same 
it was taken in again with the olive branch. They that 

are in Christ have a window open heavenwards, by 
which they send thither, in prayers and supplications, 
and by which they receive returns thence, in suitable 
supplies: that window is Christ Himself.

He had food also convenient for him. “And take thou 
unto thee of all food that is eaten” (Gen. 6:21). The ship 
was sufficiently provided with stores for the voyage, 
though a year long. They that are in Christ are certainly 
well provided for; He Himself is their meat and drink, 
meat indeed, and drink indeed. “They that seek the 
Lord shall not want any good thing.” (Ps. 34:10)

Lifted Heavenward
All the while Noah was in the ark, the ark, and he in 
it, were tossed to and fro with the winds and waves; 
yet still, as the waters swelled and prevailed, the ark 
was lifted upwards towards heaven. The saints of God, 
in this world, are exposed to various trials, troubles, 
temptations, “tossed with tempest” (Isa. 54:11); the 
ship was so in which the disciples were, and yet Christ 
Himself was with them in it. And as the ark lifted 
heavenward, so we should be elevated towards heaven, 
weaned from the world, and things below, raised 
upward to things above, in our thoughts, affections, 
desires, hopes (2 Cor. 4:16-18).

Means of Safety
The ark was a means of safety and preservation to 
Noah. Or rather, it alone was so, and there was no 
other. All that were in it escaped, all that were out of 
it perished, though they climbed up to the top of hills, 
and mountains, and high trees; though they clung, as 
no question some did, to the sides of the ark, they were 
fetched thence, and drowned notwithstanding. So 
here – there is no Saviour but Christ. Out of Him there 
is no salvation; in Him there is no damnation (Acts 
4:12; 16:30,31; Rom. 8:1). He is set forth, and there is 
no other, to be the propitiation for sin. There is only 
one Sun of righteousness. There was only one brazen 
serpent. There is only one mediator, one advocate.

They that were saved in the ark were but few, very 
few; eight souls. It is observable, these eight saved ones 
were all of Noah’s family, either born in it, or married 
into it. All the eternally saved are such, and only such, 
as are of Christ’s family, married to him, born of him. 
He is no ark to others, as to their everlasting state. 
Should we not then forthwith flee into the ark?

DEVOTIONAL
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“The spouse of Jesus will ever be in the fire; but I trust in 
my God she shall not consume, because of the good-will 
of Him who dwelleth in the Bush; for He dwelleth in it 
with good-will.” (Samuel Rutherford)

In this article we consider briefly the teaching of 
Chapter 25 of our Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which is entitled ‘Of the Church’. To help us we refer 

to the Letters of Samuel Rutherford (c.1600-61), one 
of the six Scottish commissioners to the Westminster 
Assembly, which met in London from 1643 to 1648. 
The chapter is divided into six sections which shed 
light on six different aspects of the church:

1. An Elect Body (25:1)
The Confession refers to the church firstly as invisible. 
The invisible church consists of “the whole number of 
the elect”. By using the term ‘invisible’, the Confession 
does not of course mean that the church is never seen; 
rather it is reminding us of the fact that we cannot 
determine absolutely who are truly saved. Take the 
case of Simon the sorcerer, who appeared to be a true 
believer but was not (Acts 8:9-23). In the end the 
church is defined by election, not mere profession; the 
body of Christ is made up of those who were given to 
Him by the Father in eternity and are joined to Him in 
time by saving faith.

Rutherford cheered himself and others with the 
prospect of heaven, where “the whole church universal 
shall meet” (Letter 5), thus confirming the importance 
of the truth of election for believers in general and 
persecuted believers in particular.

2. A Visible Body (25:2)
The next section concerns the visible church. The visible 
church consists of “all those throughout the world that 
profess the true religion, together with their children”. The 
church of Christ is always visible, both on earth and in 
heaven. There are some important visible characteristics 
of the church which must be emphasised:

(i) The Church is neither ethnically nor 
nationalistically organised. In other words it is 
wholly wrong to have churches designated by colour 
or nationality. Thus to have for example a ‘black’ 
church or a ‘white’ church destroys the definition of 
the Church.

(ii) Profession of the true religion is fundamental 
to the visible church. The true religion is the Christian 
faith, as expressed in the Reformed creeds and 
confessions, both to the exclusion of Arminianism 
(which denies the bondage of man’s will) and the 
rejection of Unitarianism. The latter denies the Trinity 
and the deity of Christ, and churches which are guilty 
of such fundamental errors cannot be considered part 
of the visible body of Christ.

Rutherford identifies the faithful Church in terms 
of the place which it gives to Christ and His gospel: 
“The Church knoweth Him by His voice (Song 2:8) and 
can discern His tongue amongst a thousand. I say this 
to the end ye should not love those dumb masks of anti 
Christian ceremonies, that the Church where ye are for 
a time hath cast over the Christ whom your soul loveth. 
This is to set before you a dumb Christ. But when our 
Lord cometh, He speaketh to the heart in the simplicity 
of the Gospel.” (Letter 7).

3. A Gathered Body (25:3)
To the visible church Christ has given the ministry, 
Word and other ordinances, and “by his own presence 
and Spirit” these are made effectual for “the gathering 
and perfecting of the saints”. A church which does 
not gather together is not a church, regardless of the 
technology or other clever devices it may use. We are 
told of what took place in Troas when Paul and his 
companions spent a sabbath there: “upon the first day 
of the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them” (Acts 20:7).

The absence of such public meetings was a sore trial 
to Rutherford, who wrote: “how sweet a sight were it to 
see all the tribes of the Lord in this land fetching home 
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die, to see the ark of God taken, and the glory depart 
from our Israel. The power and life of religion is away. 
‘Woe be to us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of 
the evening are stretched out’ (Jer. 6:4). Madam, Zion is 
the ship wherein ye are carried to Canaan; if she suffer 
shipwreck, ye will be cast overboard upon death and life, 
to swim to land upon broken boards. It were time for us, 
by prayer, to put upon our master-pilot, Jesus, and to cry, 
‘Master, save us; we perish.’” (Letter 7)

“My heart is woe indeed for my mother Church, that 
hath played the harlot with many lovers. Her Husband 
hath a mind to sell her for her horrible transgressions; 
and heavy will the hand of the Lord be upon this 
backsliding nation. The ways of our Zion mourn; her 
gold has become dim, her white Nazarites are black 
like a coal. How shall not the children weep, when the 
Husband and the mother cannot agree!” (Letter 63)

The Confession says that, despite corruption in 
the church, “there shall be always a church on earth to 
worship God according to his will.”

We can assert with Rutherford: “I am confident….
that our Lord will yet build a new house to Himself, of 
our rejected and scattered stones, for our Bridegroom 
cannot want a wife. Can He live a widower? Nay, He will 
embrace both us, the little young sister, and the elder 
sister, the Church of the Jews; and there will yet be a 
day of it. And therefore we have cause to rejoice, yea, to 
sing and shout for joy. The Church hath been, since the 
world began, ever hanging by a small thread, and all the 
hands of hell and of the wicked have been drawing at the 
thread. But, God be thanked, they only break their arms 
by pulling, but the thread is not broken; for the sweet 
fingers of Christ our Lord have spun and twisted it. Lord, 
hold the thread whole!” (Letter 28)

6. An Exclusive Body (25:6)
By this we mean that the church belongs to Christ 
alone. Our Confession is decided and distinctive on 
the headship of the Church, stating: “There is no other 
head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ: nor can the 
Pope of Rome in any sense, be head thereof; but is that 
antichrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that 
exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all 
that is called God.”

In his work, A Testimony to the Covenanted Work of 
Reformation, Rutherford declares plainly: “We disown 
antichristian prelacy, bowing at the name of Jesus, saints 
days, canonising of the dead, and other such corrupt 
inventions of men, and look on them as the highway to 
popery.” Let us also be zealous for the purity of Christ’s 
church in this world.

again our banished King, Christ, to His own palace, His 
sanctuary, and His throne!” (Letter 85)

4. A Pure Body (25:4)
There are three marks by which we can identify the 
church of Christ and the individual churches which 
comprise it: “the doctrine of the gospel is taught and 
embraced, ordinances administered, and publick 
worship performed”. There is a significant qualifier: 
purity. Individual churches are “more or less pure” 
according to how “more or less purely” these three 
things are performed in them.

The Confession makes no claim for the Presbyterian 
Church being the ‘only true Church’; rather it sets out 
the evidences of a pure church, for which we are to 
strive. The Solemn League & Covenant drawn up in 
1643 bound its signatories to “the preservation of the 
reformed religion in the Church of Scotland” and “the 
reformation of religion in the kingdoms of England and 
Ireland, in doctrine, worship, discipline and government, 
according to the Word of God, and the example of the best 
reformed Churches”. It also bound them to “endeavour to 
bring the Churches of God in the three kingdoms to the 
nearest conjunction and uniformity in religion, confession 
of faith, form of Church government, directory for worship 
and catechising”. In other words, the means to achieve 
purity is the Word of God, and the means to achieve 
uniformity is a common confession of faith, catechisms, 
government and worship. This explains why we have all 
four documents in our Standards.

5. A Mixed Body (25:5)
At the same time, the Confession reminds us that the 
purest churches can so degenerate, “as to become no 
churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan.”

This is what so concerned Rutherford when he 
wrote: “Our church, Madam, is decaying, – she is like 
Ephraim’s cake (Hos. 7:8-9); ‘and grey hairs are here 
and there upon her, and she knoweth it not.’ She is old 
and grey-haired, near the grave, and no man taketh 
it to heart. Her wine is sour and is corrupted. Now if 
Phinehas’s wife did live she might travail in birth and 

“Let us also be 
zealous for the purity 
of Christ’s church in 
this world.”



September 20208

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (James 5:16)

Private prayer in the life of the believer is crucial. 
If we neglect private prayer, God will not hear 
our public prayers. The Puritan Thomas Brooks 

(1608-80) wrote, “the power of religion and godliness 
lives, thrives or dies, as closet prayer lives, thrives or 
dies. Godliness never rises to a higher pitch than when 
men keep closest to their closets.” There is wonderful 
power in private prayer. God has given us a mighty 
weapon, which we must use frequently and fervently. 
We see its success in two outstanding cases. In both 
instances, three things are evident – a righteous man, 
fervency and success.

Jacob Wrestling with the Angel (Genesis 32)
This is a remarkable incident in the life of the 
patriarch, because he takes God captive; Jacob is so 
mighty in prayer that he overcomes the Almighty, as 
it were. This is made all the more remarkable by the 
fact that it seemed as though God was against Jacob. 
He was denying his entrance into the Promised Land 
by barricading the way through his brother Esau. 
Though God had a heart for Jacob, in providence He 
had the look of an enemy. It seems as though God is 
against us today. We find ourselves in a peculiar state 
of lockdown, with many churches still closed. We 
know God has a heart for us, but seemingly He has 
the face of an enemy.

Jacob’s difficulties, however, only spurred him on in 
prayer. The greater the difficulty, the more zealous in 
prayer he is. He doesn’t give up and he doesn’t give in: 
he pleads with God. Someone wrote, “fervency is the 
wing by which prayer ascends.” Jacob bound God’s 
hands with His own promises in fervent prayer: “I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” (v.26) In 
the end, Jacob obtained the blessing only because he 
had the Angel’s armour on. Calvin said that, while God 
fought against him with one hand, He was at the same 
time holding him up with His other hand. Though 
a 90-year-old man, Jacob was given supernatural 
strength to wrestle with the Angel. If it is said of us 
in years to come, that we wrung a blessing out of the 
hand of the Almighty for the state of our nation, it will 
only be because we wrestled with the Angel’s armour 
on.

Daniel’s Intercessory Prayer (Daniel 9)
After Daniel makes fervent supplication in the preceding 
verses, we read something remarkable in verses 21 to 
23. Verse 23 especially is illuminating: “At the beginning 
of thy supplications the commandment came forth....” 
Little did Daniel realise his prayer transcended time 
and space and set into motion the issuing forth of the 
commandment in heaven. There is a mysterious and 
sacred connection between the prayers of the Lord’s 
people on earth and the worship in heaven. The Puritan 
Thomas Watson (c.1620-86) wrote, “Prayer is the soul’s 
traffic with heaven; God comes down to us by His Spirit, 
and we go up to Him by prayer.” If Daniel’s voice echoed 
in eternity, to the admiration and wonder of angels like 
Gabriel, we wonder what is taking place in heaven right 
now as we pray to our God?

God loves to hear us pray. The illustration has 
been given of God sitting upon His Throne, listening 
to the prayers of His people. The angels, standing by 
and listening in, ask what the noise is. God replies, “It 
is the prayers of my people.” Confused, the angels ask 
God why He delays answering them. God replies, “The 
prayers of my people are like music to my ears. If they 
stop praying, the music stops.” Our prayers are weak 
but God loves them. Ultimately, God only hears and 
answers prayer because of the intercession of our great 
High Priest. Jesus Christ is pre-eminently the “righteous 
man” of our text. We can be confident that our prayers 
(if agreeable to God’s will) will be answered because 
of the intercession of our Saviour. Thomas Watson also 
wrote, “When the arrow of a saint’s prayer is put into 
the bow of Christ’s intercession, it pierces the very 
heavens.” What an encouragement to pray!

If prayer is a mighty weapon entrusted to us by 
God, why aren’t we using it? Have we let it rust? 
Have we let the power of prayer lie dormant? Have 
we turned back in the day of battle? In short, have 
we neglected private prayer? Charles Spurgeon once 
remarked, “My own soul’s conviction is that prayer 
is the grandest power in the entire universe. It has 
more omnipotent force than any other force known 
to mankind.” He was right. Let us then arm ourselves 
afresh with this mighty weapon. He has given the 
bow of prayer to every one of us. Let us fill our quiver 
with the promises and fire them upward, trusting in 
the intercession of Christ, and may we seek grace to 
wrestle like Jacob for the blessing.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

THE POWER OF PRIVATE PRAYER
REV. THOMAS BUDGEN
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(These pieces are taken from volumes 4 and 5 of the 
Daily Readings published by Mr Clark, which are entitled 
‘Daily Readings for the Perplexed’ and ‘Daily Readings 
for those who Endure’ respectively. A review of volume 4 
is found on page 18 of this issue and a review of volume 
5 is to follow, D.V.)

“Then Job fell down upon the ground...” (Job 1:20)

Would he ever rise again? Bereavement, 
despondency, nothing but memories 
swirling around his mind – he couldn’t think 

of anything else; his poor children! And how many 
things were his fault? How many people had been hurt 
because of him? And there was nothing he could do, 
no way to remedy it now. He was in a world of his own, 
impenetrable by any other creature. All those individual 
deaths to contemplate; each took something away with 
them, and away from him. He could stand no more, he 
fell upon the ground. He stared at the ground – could 
he see anything now? How often a blank mind can be a 
comfort; it is what we think about that makes us suffer. 
His wife showed herself unsympathetic (ch. 2:9) – did 
she blame Job too for what happened, was his trust in 
God misplaced? Satan’s voice echoed in hers, he had 
no comforters, but there was One watching him from 
heaven.

After days of silence he uttered his first words, “The 
Lord...” (v. 21). Hope stirred in the soul – “the Lord” – 
that one word breaks into the emptiness, it stands in the 
midst of everything lost. “The Lord”, active, controlling 
all events, He has a purpose in this, we need to trust 
Him. Where would we be if we did not have this hope? 
This is a thought which makes us shudder. We would 
be alone in our emptiness if He did not tell us that He 
is thinking upon us (Jer. 29:11-13). It was no surprise 
that he fell down or remained down for so long; it 
would surprise many that he got back up. He had lost 
everything that could be seen, but he could still trust in 
the Unseen (Heb. 11:27; 2 Cor. 4:17). It was Hope against 
hope (Rom. 4:18) and Christ’s answer to hopeless cases 
is still, “Bring him hither to me!” (Matt. 17:17).

“For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities” (Hebrews 4:15)

In times of deep and relentless suffering we are 
tempted to think that our pain and anguish make 
no impression upon Christ, because it is not 

immediately relieved. While Christ in His glory is 
beyond pain, grief or change, He does remember 
what it was to suffer. He can be touched in the present 
because of His experience in the past. This earthly 
experience of pain in soul and body was part of His 
qualification to be our High Priest (Heb. 5:8-10), and 
thus His intercession for us is mingled with pity, and 
a tenderness based on experience. We are therefore 
encouraged not to be discouraged, and to keep coming 
to the Throne of Grace for help (Heb. 4:16). “His heart 
is as graciously inclined to us as ever it was on earth” 
(Thomas Goodwin).

The Lord still says to His people, “I know their 
sorrows” (Ex. 3:7), and His attitude towards His 
people today is still a supporting one, to support 
us in our perseverance, which, as Charles Swindoll 
wrote, is often “three steps forward and two steps 
back.” The lonely have a Person to go to, they may 
withdraw themselves into Him; who knows us 
better than we do. Therefore when we say, “I do not 
understand what is happening to me!”, He already 
knows this and support has already begun. He 
knows we are too weak to help ourselves or even 
to ask for the appropriate relief (Rom. 8:26), but He 
‘can be touched’ by our prayer and can touch us with 
comfort. You feel nothing? And yet your heart still 
goes on with His life in you, it still beats for Christ – 
is not this your hope? (Col. 1:27).

“Despair brings up hell into the earth, and hope brings 
down heaven. Hope is indeed enjoyment anticipated, 
and excites the same joy, delight, and complacency that 
enjoyment doth, as you may see in things of the world; 
only the difference is, in worldly things the expectation 
is sweeter than the enjoyment; in heavenly things it is 
the reverse.”  – Thomas Boston

PRACTICAL RELIGION

HOPE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Deputation Speaker for the Trinitarian Bible Society)

The Bible teaches us everything we need to know 
about God and ourselves. It shows us our sin, 
and the mercy and grace of God in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Without the Bible, we are lost. Faith that the Bible 
is the Word of God is fundamental to the Christian life.

If you were to walk into a Christian bookshop and 
gaze upon the plethora of Bibles on the shelves, you 
might well ask the question, “Which Bible is the Word of 
God?” Some argue that the different Bible versions say 
the same thing, just in different words. If that is the case, 
why are Matthew 18:11 and Acts 8:37 missing from the 
main text of most modern versions? And where is the 
conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:13? These 
are examples of what amount to thousands of textual 
differences, chiefly in the New Testament.

The Greek New Testament
It is commonly assumed that all Bible versions printed 
today are based upon the same original manuscripts. 
This is not so, for the New Testament is translated 
from two different groups of Greek manuscripts:

The ‘Received Text’ is used in the early versions of 
the Scriptures. It is confirmed by the church fathers 
(theologians in the early Christian centuries), was 
universally accepted by the church for over 1,200 
years and was the underlying text for the great Bible 
translations of the Protestant Reformation. Rev. 
Malcolm Watts has commented how the Received Text 
“held undisputed sway over the whole of Christendom”.

The ‘Critical Text’ claims to be the finest composition 
of all the available Greek manuscripts, but the reality 
is very different. It gives undue pre-eminence to two 
unreliable manuscripts which were discovered only in 
the nineteenth century. These two manuscripts disagree 
with each other over 3,000 times in the Gospels alone, 
and have 5,337 variations from the Received Text. Most 
modern Bible versions spring from this Critical Text.

Divine Preservation
God promises to preserve His Word. Consider these 
verses: “For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endureth to all generations.” (Ps. 100:5); 
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever.” (Isa. 40:8); “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” (Matt. 24:35); “As for me, this is my covenant 
with them, saith the Lord; my spirit that is upon thee, 

and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not 
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the 
Lord, from henceforth and for ever.” (Isa. 59:21)

These verses indicate that the Word of God is to be 
preserved within the visible church of Christ, from 
generation to generation. God did not intend that the Holy 
Scriptures should be preserved in manuscripts hidden 
for centuries in the Vatican Library and in a monastery 
on Mount Sinai, as was the case with the two key 
manuscripts of the Critical Text – a false interpretation.

The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches God’s 
providential preservation of Scripture. It states that 
the Old Testament in Hebrew, and the New Testament 
in Greek, “being immediately inspired by God, and, by 
his singular care and providence kept pure in all ages, 
are therefore authentical” (1:8). The Confession is not 
suggesting that the original manuscripts of Scripture 
have been preserved, for none has survived. It is saying 
that the Word of God has been preserved in faithful 
copies of the originals used in the church, which in 
the case of the New Testament are represented by the 
Received Text. Presbyterians who advocate the Critical 
Text over the Received Text are rejecting this affirmation.
 
The Devil’s Attack
From the Garden of Eden, the devil has sought to attack 
the Word of God. Our Lord Jesus Himself experienced 
Satan’s attempts to undermine the Scriptures, and we 
are no different today. Satan wants us to doubt, question, 
and disobey the Word of God. What better way to do this 
than with a legion of different Bible versions!

The adherents of Critical Text Bibles are unable to 
say they have a finished Bible, as the words are only 
provisional. Their Bible is always subject to change, for 
the discovery of more manuscripts may lead to further 
verses being edited or omitted. 

The Authorised Version
Many modern evangelicals argue for the Authorised 
Version (AV) of the Bible to be consigned to the 
dustbin of history. However, the AV is the only version 
widely available today translated from the Received 
Text, and is indeed the most accurate translation 
which has been made from the original Hebrew and 
Greek texts into English. It is therefore reliable. The 
language may be unfamiliar to a new reader, but it 
is not incomprehensible. It reads as the Word of God 
should read – beautiful, majestic and heavenly.

YOUTH FOCUS

THE PRESERVATION OF SCRIPTURE
REV. CRAIG DENNISON
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Zambia and Foreign Missions (Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee)

Following on from discussions at the 2019 
General Assembly, the Home & Foreign Mission 
Committee wish to clarify the Church’s ongoing 

role and responsibilities in Zambia.
Covenant College was an exciting and encouraging 

work developed by Rev. David Fraser who relocated there 
in 2000, having previously worked on the South African 
Mission. However after many years as an active partner 
in the College Trust, it was agreed that the Church would 
withdraw from this. A number of factors informed this 
decision, which was not entered into lightly. Since the 
return, in May 2016, of Rev. David Lachman from the 
mission field, the Church has not been in a position to 
send another full-time lecturer, while it has been able to 
pursue new opportunities which have opened in Spain 
and Sri Lanka. Any subsequent contribution to Covenant 
College would have been minimal, and without a Church 
representative present in Zambia, not the most effective 
use of limited resources.

Utilising funds previously allocated for Zambia, 
the Committee has agreed to continue to support 
Marjanne Hendriksen who continues her excellent 
work in nurturing Christian Schools in Zambia.

It is possible to see the Lord’s hand in the development 
of Covenant College, and although our Church is not now 
formally linked with this work, please continue to pray 
for the College as it strives to equip the church through 
theological training for pastors.

Should you wish to support the Church’s foreign 
mission work financially, please indicate whether your 
gift is to be used in Spain or Sri Lanka. Alternatively 
you may simply contribute to ‘foreign missions’ and 
your gift will be allocated where the need is greatest. 
Gifts and donations may be sent, in the usual way, to 
the Financial Administrator (see the inside rear cover 
for the address), with cheques payable to ‘Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing)’.

Farewell to the Buchanan Family 
(Rev. Trevor Kirkland)

The Ballyclare & Doagh congregation said their 
farewell to the Buchanan family on Sabbath 
26th July, when Rev. Thomas Buchanan took the 

morning service. 
The Buchanan family identified with the 

congregation from its beginning as part of the Free 
Church (Continuing). Later Thomas applied for the 
ministry, and after completing his studies was licensed 
by the Southern Presbytery. Soon afterwards he 
received a call from the Brora congregation, which he 

CHURCH NEWS
accepted. Providence 
intervened however, 
first with the 
hospitalisation of their 
daughter Lydia and 
then with the Covid-19 
lockdown. Eventually 
the way opened for the 
Buchanans to relocate 
to Brora. 

There were plans 
for a congregational 
farewell but this 
was not to be, so a 
presentation was made 
to the family on 26th 
July. The following Wednesday they set off for Brora 
and arrived safely. While we as a congregation will miss 
them we are encouraged that a sister congregation 
will benefit. In due time there will be an ordination 
for Thomas (D.V.), although the circumstances will 
determine its form. 

We pray that as a family the Buchanans will be 
richly blessed in their new surroundings and that 
the Brora congregation will likewise know the Lord’s 
blessing.

A Heart Cry for the Unborn (Donald John Morrison, 
Organiser: Abort Abortion Campaign)

Readers will be encouraged to learn that a major 
pro-life campaign to abolish the Abortion (1967) 
Act in Britain has been launched. The Abort 

Abortion Campaign (AAC) is aimed at lawmakers 
in the corridors of power at Holyrood (Edinburgh), 
Westminster (London), Stormont (Belfast) and the 
Senedd (Cardiff). The idea for the Campaign arose after 
learning what happened on 14 May 2019, when the 
Alabama US State Senate passed a bill to outlaw nearly 
all abortions, creating exceptions only to protect the 
mother’s health.  In signing the bill into law, Alabama 
Governor Kay Ivey said uncompromisingly: “Today, 
I signed into law the Alabama Human Life Protection 
Act. To the bill’s many supporters, this legislation 
stands as a powerful testament to Alabamians’ deeply 
held belief that every life is precious and that every life 
is a sacred gift from God.” This succinct truth, which 
ignited a fire in our heart, only reinforces what the 
Bible clearly records! In presenting all 929 British 
politicians, formally and publicly for the first time, 
with unambiguous evidence that abortion is the killing 
of an unborn person, legislators are urged to begin the 
process of repealing the Abortion Act.

Free Church Witness 11

The Buchanan family
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Silent Scream of Unborn Babies
Part of the evidence being presented to politicians is a 
graphic 28-minute film which shocked the world when 
it was released in 1984. The Silent Scream is narrated by 
Dr Bernard N. Nathanson (1926-2011), a doctor who 
early in his career ran the world’s largest abortion clinic 
in New York, where he oversaw thousands of abortions 
– including one on his own child, conceived with a 
girlfriend in the 1960s. Eventually coming to realise 
that abortion was the murder of a living human being, 
Nathanson’s story is deeply disturbing. “I am personally 
responsible for over 75,000 abortions. This was the 
greatest mistake of my life, and legal abortion was the 
greatest mistake this nation ever conceived! Tragically I 
am one of those who helped usher in this barbaric age....”  
To illustrate the horror of abortion, the film graphically 
details the killing of a twelve-week-old foetus in a suction 
abortion. Nathanson used the footage to describe the 
facts of foetal development and to make the case for the 
humanity and dignity of the child in the womb. At one 
point viewers see the child draw back from the surgical 
instrument and open his mouth: “This”, says Nathanson, 
“is the silent scream of a child threatened imminently 
with extinction.”  He also, rather chillingly, states: “Fewer 
women would have abortions if wombs had windows.”
 
Stone Deaf Politicians 
Politicians currently holding office have never been 
formally presented with this film for their serious 
consideration, so the time has now come to put this 
right. Since the Abortion Act was introduced, a culture of 
death has driven our nation. This mentality has resulted 
in the brutal destruction of over 10 million unborn 
babies! Politicians have tragically been stone deaf to 
the silent screams of these yet unborn infants, who 
are human beings just like themselves, having a right 
to life. In Britain we proudly boast of a civilised and 
compassionate society – one which cares for vulnerable 
people – yet we have an inhumane law which allows 
a baby to be torn apart, dismembered, disarticulated, 
crushed and destroyed in an ‘approved clinic’ by a 
heartless abortionist, who is paid handsomely for the 
service. What great moral depravity and hypocrisy! 
Not only is this a heinous crime, it is also a travesty of 
justice. Please pray for this vitally-important Campaign, 
that our political leaders will finally face up to their 
responsibility of protecting and preserving the life of 
every unborn baby, and their mothers. As we earnestly 
plead to God for His intervention, our greatest weapon 
in the fight to end abortion is prayer. The AAC is 
motivated by a deep heart cry on behalf of those who 
cannot speak for themselves. “Open thy mouth for the 
dumb [those who have no voice] in the cause of all such 
as are appointed to destruction.” (Prov. 31:8)
 

Moral Obligations
Over the past year, with God’s unfailing help and some 
dogged perseverance, we were able to obtain 1,000 
film-discs of The Silent Scream from a US supplier 
– who very kindly went the extra mile by creating a 
special logo for the disc face and adding Proverbs 
31:8 on the slipcover. On arrival in Scotland, the discs 
were purposely placed in red-coloured insert cases, 
to reflect the blood that we have on our hands as a 
nation. The Bible solemnly reminds us that God hates 
hands that shed innocent blood (Prov. 6:16,17). Along 
with some individual donations, financial support 
(to meet costs) was received from a few charitable 
trusts wishing to be associated with the project.  On 
advice from a prominent DUP MP, the first group 
of politicians to be contacted on 25 May 2020, and 
notified of their moral obligations, was the 90 MLAs 
sitting in the Assembly in Belfast.  Since then the office 
of Northern Ireland’s First Minister, Mrs Arlene Foster, 
has telephoned, assuring us that she 100% supports 
the AAC and will be lending it her full weight, in due 
course, on the Assembly floor. Not every politician is 
supportive, as we have found out. An Alliance Party 
MLA responded by threatening to report us to the 
Police Service of Northern Ireland! We fear her not, as 
God’s law is on our side! All other politicians are likely 
to be contacted soon, once lockdown restrictions have 
been lifted. Thank you for your prayers.

Christian Crisis in Kaduna, Nigeria 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Kaduna State straddles Nigeria’s ethnic-religious 
fault line. The north is predominantly Hausa-
Fulani Muslim while southern Kaduna is 

populated by numerous predominantly Christian 
ethnic groups. Fulani militant attacks on villages in 
southern Kaduna have escalated markedly. In July 
alone, more than 120, mostly Christian villagers, were 
killed – shot, hacked or burnt to death, often in their 
beds. Many more have been wounded. Thousands 
of villagers have been displaced and are now being 
cared for in church-run camps. Despite the southern 
regions being under a 24-hour curfew, Fulani militants 
move freely, murdering, terrorising and ethnically 
cleansing at will; nobody is ever arrested! Neither the 
government nor the security services seem willing or 
able to provide security. Southern Kaduna’s imperilled 
and traumatised Christians need our prayers. Please 
pray for the Church in Nigeria.

Quote

“Prosperity is a great mercy. But adversity is a 
greater one, if it brings us to Christ.”
J. C. Ryle

CHURCH NEWS
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Members of the Southern Presbytery and the visiting preacher at 
the recognition service in 2014 (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)

Ballyclare and Doagh in County Antrim lie in a 
parish that is steeped in ecclesiastical history, 
from the arrival of the Reformed Faith to the 

coming of Presbyterianism from Scotland in the early 
1600s. Spiritually there has been a rich history of God’s 
blessing in periodic revivals, coupled with a staunch 
defence of Reformed principles. Like the rest of the 
UK, doctrinal and theological commitment has latterly 
been replaced with emotionalism. The ancient defences 
of Presbyterian principles, subscription and regulated 
worship are now seen as outdated and narrow-minded.

Uniformity
The history of every one of our congregations is different, 
yet there is a wonderful uniformity and similarity in 
doctrine, discipline, government and worship. Outwardly 
it is the worship that is most evident. Seeking to follow, 
as we do, the Directory for Public Worship, we strive to 
adhere to that form of worship which generations have 
known and enjoyed. While evangelicalism has shifted to 
a more entertainment and man-centred form and style 
of worship, we are wholly confident that the Lord will 
bless faithfulness to Biblical principles. None can sing 
the Psalms without that confidence. 

Joining the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing), as 
we did in 2014, has been incredibly encouraging in a 
number of ways. First, there is the direct connection 
as part of a presbytery. Second, we have ministerial 
colleagues who participate in our communions. Third, 
there are those who sacrifice to travel to worship 
with us throughout the year. Fourth, there is financial 
support from the denomination.

Congregation
Church life is often like the weather, blowing hot and 
cold. While some come and others go, we are thankful 
for everyone who makes our congregation their 

spiritual home. Presently we have two elders and two 
deacons. In addition, Mr John Gillies of the Partick 
congregation has been a faithful Assessor Elder from 
the very beginning, and Mr James Millar of the Ayr 
congregation has recently been added. The age range 
of our congregation is from infants to the elderly. 

Sabbath services are held at 11.30am and 6.00pm. 
The midweek meeting is on Thursday at 8.00pm. We 
are thankful that the lockdown restrictions have been 
sufficiently lifted to enable a return to our premises. 
We broadcast live on SermonAudio.

Outreach
Our mission station in Kircubbin, County Down, has 
suffered due to the lockdown, as facilities have been 
closed. Nonetheless we have attempted to embrace the 
use of technology by broadcasting our services online 
for those who are unable to travel to Doagh. Each year 
as a congregation we lead the open air witness in 
Belfast as a public protest against the Pride parade. We 
are thankful for those who have loyally joined with us 
and others who have preached.

Prayer
Naturally there are matters which require specific 
attention. In July the Buchanan family relocated to 
Brora, where Rev. Thomas Buchanan has taken up his 
ministerial duties. It has been a privilege for us that 
one of our number is providing a ministry for a sister 
congregation. Pray that the Lord will bless him and 
his family in the future. It means that we need other 
families to come and join with us to fill the gap. Pray 
that the Lord will so send. It has been a delight to see 
the elderly faithfully attend the services without fail 
and thus set a standard for succeeding generations. 
Pray too that the Lord will continue to bless word and 
sacrament in the life of the congregation.

AROUND THE CHURCH

BALLYCLARE & DOAGH
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND
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MISSIONS

The impact of the Coronavirus is felt in every 
nation and has resulted in many changes, 
unforeseen by us yet all within the outworking of 

God’s great providence. Marjanne Hendriksen, whose 
work to promote and develop Christian education for 
schools in Zambia is supported by the Home & Foreign 
Missions Committee, has recently returned from 
Zambia to her native Netherlands to work from there.

Online Resources
Since March, lockdown restrictions had prevented 
Marjanne from leaving her base at Covenant College 
in Petauke, Eastern Province, but while there was the 
disappointment of not being able to deliver training 
and support to teachers personally, it has been possible 
to develop online resources. There are both academic 
and Bible lesson materials.

The availability of mobile phone technology makes 
this readily accessible in Zambia, with both Whatsapp 
and Facebook used to great effect. One unforeseen 
(but welcome) outcome has been that these materials 
are also being utilised beyond Zambia.

Many Languages
Whilst increased literacy brings many potential benefits 
in terms of personal and national development, the 
greatest blessing must be accessibility to God’s Word, and 
diligent students are rewarded with a personal copy of 
the Scriptures. English is the official language of Zambia, 
but many languages are spoken, and teaching materials 
are available in Chinyanja, which is the most common 
language in the immediate vicinity of Covenant College. 
The shutdown has brought about the opportunity to 
develop this material in ChiBemba, the majority language 
in the Copperbelt Province and Northern Province.

With the uncertainty as to the duration of the 
shutdown, and to take advantage of better Internet 
and a more consistent supply of electricity (in Zambia 
the electricity can be down for many hours during the 
day), it made good sense for Marjanne to return to the 
Netherlands where she can continue her work.

Children’s Stories
Another current project is the translation of 
Marjanne’s children’s stories, based on life in Zambia, 
and published in Dutch, into English. With assistance 
from friends in the Hebrides it is hoped that this work, 
some early examples of which appeared in the Explorer 
many years ago, will be acceptable to native English 
speakers and be appreciated by a wider readership.

Please pray for the work of Marjanne Hendriksen, 
giving thanks for the advantages of modern technology 
which facilitate her labours. A shutdown may close 
many things, but it cannot prevent the work of the 
gospel, for “the word of God is not bound.” (2 Tim. 2:9) 
Please also remember nations like Zambia, facing the 
challenges of the Coronavirus pandemic without the 
resources which we perhaps take for granted.

ZAMBIA: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY
REV. JAMES MACINNES

A teachers' conference before the Coronavirus came

An online Bible lesson at home
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BLASPHEMY

The ultimate hate speech

Concerns have been raised in many quarters over 
the likely impact of the Hate Crime and Public 
Order (Scotland) Bill on freedom of expression. 

The Bill would extend the law on ‘hate crime’ beyond 
the category of race, to include groups defined by age, 
disability, religion, sexual orientation, transgender 
identity and variations in sexual characteristics. The 
fear is that any new law will criminalise people for 
“stirring up hatred” against these groups, even if they 
have no intention of doing that, for all that is required 
is that their conduct was likely to do that. Potentially 
the public reading of everything from Shakespeare to 
the Bible could be criminalised, and open air preaching 
silenced.

An aspect of the Bill which has received little if 
any criticism is the proposal to abolish the common 
law offence of blasphemy, last prosecuted in Scotland 
in 1843. Some Churches and individual Christians 
have actually welcomed this. Their argument is that 
the Christian faith is so evidently true and inherently 
powerful that it does not require any legal protection 
from heretics, atheists, satirists and so on, and that 
a blasphemy law restricts freedom of speech and 
debate.

What does Scripture say? The third commandment 
reads: “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain.” (Exod. 20:7) The sin of 
blasphemy can only be committed against the true 
God – the God who has revealed Himself in the Bible as 
one God in three Persons. The duty of rulers to punish 
blasphemy is clearly implied in the answer to Question 
56 of the Shorter Catechism: “The reason annexed to 
the third commandment is, That however the breakers 
of this commandment may escape punishment from 
men, yet the Lord our God will not suffer them to 
escape his righteous judgment.”

A blasphemy law safeguards all that is sacred, 
including the Person of Jesus Christ, but it also 
protects men from themselves. To insult God is far 
worse than to insult our fellow men, and will incur a 
fearful penalty at the Day of Judgement. Blasphemy 
should be an offence in any civilised society, for 
God’s name is holy. If this offence was to be abolished 
then we would be saying as a nation that we do not 
care about God’s honour. Also, if men had more 
respect for God, they would have more respect for 
themselves and for each other, which would be good 
for everyone.

MARRIAGE IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Threat to ministers withdrawn

Following the passage in Westminster of ‘same-
sex marriage’ there were further legislative 
changes made for Northern Ireland. First came 

civil same-sex ‘marriages’, in January 2020. Then in July, 
Westminster imposed religious same-sex ‘marriage’ for 
Northern Ireland, to be enacted from 1 September 2020. 

The General Register Office in Belfast sent a letter 
to every minister of religion requiring registration for 
marriage, with a threat that failure to comply would 
automatically result in their deregistration and they 
would thus be no longer able to conduct any marriage 
ceremonies in Northern Ireland. The purpose of such 
was the updating of their database in advance of the 
regulations coming into effect on 1 September.

Three ‘opt in criteria’ were presented (namely, 
opposite-sex marriage, same-sex ‘marriage’, or both). 
In addition the letter, which was dated 17 July, was to 
be returned by 17 August, which period traditionally 
is a holiday season in Northern Ireland and effectively 
meant that ministers would not be in a position to 
complete the form.

The Christian Institute were called upon for help. 
They subsequently wrote to the General Register 
Office, asking for the legislation upon which their 
threat was based. Following that challenge, the GRO 
publicly withdrew their letter and promised to issue 
a further letter. On 28 July a new letter was issued, 
acknowledging that the first letter was inaccurate, 
and further, that currently all religious officiants are 
opted out of performing same-sex ‘marriage’ and will 
remain so unless they decide to opt in. However, all 
new churches will in the future be required to specify 
which sort of marriages they will perform. 

We are thankful for the Institute’s work. Questions 
have also been asked by a number of MPs, demanding 
who decided to issue the letter, what consultation was 
held regarding the issuing of it, and whether it was a 
mere tactic to see if it would pass without notice. 

The immediate lesson is clear. We can no longer 
simply accept everything which is thrown against the 
Church. Vigilance is required. The day may come when 
Churches may have to resort to the historic method 
of conducting their own marriages and keeping their 
own records, regardless of whether the State deems 
religious marriage lawful or unlawful. There is historic 
precedent for such a defence of religious marriage: 
from 1840 to 1844 Presbyterians had to engage in a 
legal struggle to legitimise Presbyterian marriages, 
which had been deemed unlawful by the Courts.

COMMENT
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On a private road within the grounds of 
Philiphaugh House (public access permitted), 
just off the A708 two miles west of the Borders 

town of Selkirk, stands an impressive 7-metre 
pyramidal stone cairn, swathed in varying degrees of 
foliage depending on which time of the year you might 
visit. At its base, near head height, lies a square stone 
block bearing the following inscription:

ERECTED BY SIR JOHN MURRAY BART. TO THE 
MEMORY OF THE COVENANTERS WHO FOUGHT 
AND GAINED THE BATTLE OF PHILIPHAUGH 
ON THE 13TH SEPTEMBER 1645.

John Digby Murray 
(1798-1881), 10th 
Baronet of Blackbarony, 
Peebles, erected the 
cairn in 1848, as a 
permanent reminder of 
those brave Covenanter 
soldiers whose sacrifice 
for the cause of Christ’s 
Crown Rights and 
Kingdom had, to his 
mind at least, been 
largely forgotten in the 
preceding two centuries. 
172 years after its 
construction, this 
monument still encourages the Lord’s people to once 
again remind themselves of the great things the Lord 
has done for this land and His people in times past.

The Background
In 1638 the National Covenant was signed in Scotland, 
defending the liberties of the Reformation Church 
against the unwelcome imposition of Episcopalian 
practices by King Charles I (1600-49). These were 
the ‘Covenanters’, or those who subscribed fully to 
the contents of that Covenant and the Reformation 

doctrines it upholds. From 1642 to 1651 Civil War 
raged in England between Royalists (supporters 
of the King’s Episcopalian impositions) and the 
Parliamentarians (aligned wholly to Reformation and 
Covenanting principles). In 1643, under the terms 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, the Covenanter 
government of Scotland allied itself with the English 
Parliament, entering the war in England in early 1644.

This marked a major favourable turning point in 
the war for the Covenanter forces, at the time when 
the war spread north into Scotland. In response, King 
Charles I appointed James Graham (1612-50), the 
5th Earl of Montrose, as his military commander in 
Scotland. This battle-hardened expert tactician, who 
had once fought for the Covenanting cause, regained 
the initiative for the Royalists, winning several key 
battles and routing many of the Covenanting forces 
in battles from Aberdeen to Kilsyth. It seemed as if 
the Covenanters were to be defeated and driven out 
of Scotland, giving the King free rein to episcopise 
the Church once again. In this darkest hour for the 
Covenanters, God was about to act!

The Armies
Montrose arrived in the Scottish Borders with the aim 
of disrupting activities aimed at raising money from 
Covenanter sympathisers to support the Covenanter 
Armies. After a crushing victory at Kilsyth on 15th 
August 1645 effectively left the Covenanter Army in 
Scotland in tatters, Montrose marched south with 
an air of invincibility. He arrived and camped on the 
outskirts of Selkirk at Philiphaugh on the evening of 
12th September 1645. He was wholly unaware that 
the Scottish Government had recalled thousands 
of experienced troops from England who were 
simultaneously marching north to engage Montrose. 
At their head was Major-General Sir David Leslie 
(c.1600-82), a capable and experienced commander 
who began his military career fighting for Gustavus 
Adolphus (King of Sweden) in the Thirty Years’ War 
(1618-48).

CHURCH HISTORY

THE BATTLE OF PHILIPHAUGH 1645
REV. MURDO MACIVER

The cairn at Philiphaugh
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Montrose had around 500 infantry, though these 
were highly experienced Irish troops, and just over 
1,000 cavalry. The Covenanter army consisted of 700 
foot, 400 dragoons, 2900 horse, mainly cavalry; many 
of whom had seen service in the war in England and 
had fought in several major battles there.

The Battle
Leslie advanced on the Royalist troops, on the morning 
of 13th September 1645 with contemporary reports 
recording that, being shrouded in the morning mist 
he remained undetected until only one mile away. 
The experienced Montrose, although somewhat taken 
by surprise, managed to quickly organise defensive 
positions to repel calvary attacks. Battle was engaged 
around 10am and raged for around two hours. This 
is regarded by historians as an overly long timeframe 
for a battle where cavalry so outnumbered infantry. 
However, the battle consisted largely of Covenanter 
cavalry assaults against experienced Royalist infantry, 
securely deployed in well defended enclosures.

This meant that the cavalry was at a disadvantage 
of terrain despite numerical superiority, leading to 
attack, repulsion; attack, repulsion; until finally two 
bold outflanking manoeuvres by Leslie ensured the 
upper hand was gained. This resulted in the total rout 
of Montrose’s troops. The death toll in the Royalist 
camp was high as the Covenanters showed their 
foes no quarter, with only 250 Royalists surviving. 
Covenanter casualties were reported to be around 30! 
This is not the first time in church history, that the Lord 
has demonstrated His sovereign power in the defeat of 
mighty men who thought themselves invincible in the 
face of His armies!

Montrose was encouraged by his generals to flee 
the field of battle to avoid capture, and made his way to 
Peebles (20 miles away) with the remnant of his army, 
in a forlorn attempt to bolster his forces and continue 
the armed struggle against the Covenanters. Those of 
his army who remained on the field at Philiphaugh 
were shown no mercy and were summarily executed 
by Leslie’s men.

The Aftermath
The Battle of Philiphaugh marked the end of Royalist 
hopes in Scotland in the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, 
involving Scotland, England and Ireland (1639-
51). While historical debate continues as to the full 
extent of the destruction of Montrose’s forces here, 
it is indisputable that after Philiphaugh, his previous 
aura of invincibility was left fatally shattered as a 

consequence of his first major defeat in battle. So much 
so, that Montrose now found it impossible to build 
another army capable of challenging the Covenanters 
in open battle.

For this reason, Philiphaugh is regarded as the 
decisive battle of the Covenanting campaigns in 
Scotland, in which the Covenanters sought to defend 
the Crown Rights of Jesus Christ with their very lives. 
It marked the end of any slim hope that Charles I still 
had in the autumn of 1645 of salvaging anything by 
force of arms in the Civil War, anywhere in his three 
kingdoms. In effect, it led directly to his surrender 
to the Covenanters in May 1646, thus ending his 
unwanted influence over the Church and State in 
Scotland.

Practical Lessons
Church History is not just some dusty and distant topic 
for old men and scholarly boffins! This battle, which 
took place some 375 years ago, mirrors many battles 
recorded in Scripture – those of Asa and Gideon, of 
Joshua and David. It reminds us that God is sovereign, 
unchanging and unchangeable, and that Jesus Christ 
remains King and Head of His Church.

The Church’s enemies today are mighty and deem 
themselves invincible, just as Montrose did in 1645. 
Yet Church History is littered with mighty men who 
were routed and left embarrassed through the power 
of the mighty Saviour who “spoiled principalities and 
powers” and “made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them” (Col. 2:15) upon the Cross. May the Lord 
be pleased to win such mighty victories in our own 
day and use His people, who might read this article, 
as humble instruments of victory, for His cause and 
kingdom.

A map of Philiphaugh
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

Some Pastors and Teachers: Reflecting a biblical 
vision of what every minister is called to be
Sinclair B. Ferguson, Banner of Truth Trust, 
hbk, 824pp, £18.00

This is a hefty volume but that should not put us 
off reading it. Much of what it contains is derived 
from a thorough study of the writings of three 

eminent theologians, John Calvin, John Owen and John 
Murray. The book begins with a brief account of the 
upbringing, conversion and ministries of these men. It 
divides into five parts and thirty-nine chapters, each 
chapter dealing with a completely different subject.

Ferguson is struck by 
the consistent godliness of 
Calvin, Owen and Murray. 
As he rightly says, “their 
aim was not merely to grow 
in knowledge of Scripture, 
but that it would impact the 
heart.” Ferguson brings this 
out on several occasions by 
using a quote of Calvin found 
at the beginning of the third 
chapter of his Institutes: “the 
benefits which Christ has 
procured by His death are of no use to us as long as 
Christ remains outside of us.” Ferguson places great 
importance on union with Christ.

Very important nowadays is the doctrine of Holy 
Scripture, which is dealt with in chapter 19. Ferguson 
identifies a number of things whereby Scripture bears 
witness to its own nature, including a recognition that 
what was received by the writers was given by God. 
The prophets were so confident of this that they often 
said, “Thus saith the Lord”. The New Testament writers 
often quote from the Old Testament, proving that they 
recognised the Old Testament as the inspired and 
authoritative Word of God and showing the organic 
unity between the two Testaments. This is important 
today, when many argue that the Scriptures contradict 
themselves.

Of particular help to the Minister of the Gospel is 
the chapter on exegetical preaching. The text is to be 
explained in its context and only then is application to 
be given. The centrality of Christ in the preaching of 
the Gospel, along with the doctrine of the Trinity and 
the need for prayer, are especially important subjects, 
as well as the chapter on the substitutionary death of 

BOOK 
REVIEWS

Christ. Ferguson gives good advice for reading men 
like John Owen, who may be ignored by the young 
pastor as too difficult, and encourages us ‘to stretch 
our minds’ by reading their works.

On the negative side, the Scripture quotes are from 
various modern versions. I would have liked to see 
more than an intellectual approval of the doctrines of 
grace, particularly with respect to justification by faith. 
I would also have liked to see more on the outworking 
of faith in the Christian life. The Reformers and Puritans 
were very careful to emphasise this. Ferguson is good on 
the doctrinal side in this book, but does not emphasise 
the practice of these great men with regard to purity of 
worship, the Sabbath, or separation from the world. The 
great danger at the present time is that we can learn all 
the doctrines but not have the practice.
Rev. Calum Smith

Daily Readings for the Perplexed
James Clark, booklet, 62pp, £3.25. Available 
from Peter Reynolds Books, James A. Dickson 
Books or direct from the author at Westhill Free 
Church (Continuing), Inverness.

This is the fourth in 
a six-volume series 
of Daily Readings. 

It is addressed to those 
who find much of daily life 
perplexing; people like Asaph 
(the author of Psalm 73) or 
the prophet Habakkuk as 
he struggled to make sense 
of God’s revelation to him. 
Who can deny that we live in 
days of peculiar providences. 
We know God is at work 
and trust that He does all things well, but at times 
God’s people wrestle with temptations to unbelief or 
discouragement in the face of what is happening. Mr 
Clark seeks to encourage those facing such difficulties 
to continue trusting, just as Job did when he said, 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15).

Mr Clark continues to provide a helpful aid for our 
daily devotions and we look forward to the completion 
of the series when there will be a reading for each day 
of the year. I commend this booklet to all Christians, 
whether perplexed or not at present events, as one who 
has used these readings from their first appearance. [A 
reading from this volume and one from volume 5 are 
found on page 9 of this issue.]
Rev. Harry Woods

Daily Readings for 
the Perplexed

James Clark



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to July 2019
£

10,500
15,375
19,833
13,119

6,440
65,266

999
8,452
1,944

14,125
25,520

5,731
2,000
3,476

375
15,550
18,883
12,900
13,537

2,130
74,581

13,007
13,579
13,574

8,402
15,769
54,869

119,200

13,044
7,367

15,920
14,438
13,220
63,987

990

349,544

25,998
31,837

407,379

68,465
338,914

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2020

£

0
8,776

20
0
0

8,796

60
4,011

53
0

4,124

160
0
0
0
0

20
5,946

0
0

6,126

0
0
0

2,613
255

1,253
4,121

3,986
0

465
0

513
4,964

0

28,130

0
0

28,130

3,519
24,611

Total to July 2020
£

10,500
15,316
20,022
13,862
6,650

66,350

15,996
11,234
3,815

14,785
45,829

8,918
10,392
4,533

893
13,394
20,368
14,000
14,900
8,130

95,527

16,017
13,835
11,610
8,302

17,592
47,274

114,630

13,157
5,810

13,744
16,009
16,253
64,972

990

388,299

22,776
0

411,075

76,194
334,881

July 2020
£

1,500
1,500
2,000
1,450

950
7,400

0
2,000

0
3,000
5,000

0
2,200

500
130

1,600
1,000
1,900
1,500
3,000

11,830

1,712
1,600
1,000
1,450
2,000
6,035

13,797

1,500
1,000
1,650
1,500
1,500
7,150

0

45,177

1,135
0

46,312

0
46,312

COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website. 
September     October           November
6    Portree     4    Ayr, Greenville, Snizort         1    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s, 
13  Duthil-Dores, North Uist & Grimsay  11  Cross, St Louis                 Kilmorack & Strathglass
20  Glasgow–Knightswood, Kilmuir & Stenscholl,  18  Ballyclare & Doagh         8    Aberdeen, Tarbat
       Scalpay Harris     25  Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick,          15  Brora, Glasgow–Shettleston
27  Inverness–Greyfriars, Lochalsh & Strath, Mebane        Knock & Point, Poolewe & Aultbea       29  Kiltearn

(All dates subject to change due to COVID-19)



“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:30-31
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