
March 2020 £2.00

WITNESS
FREE CHURCH

Published by the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

N
E

C   T A M

E
N

C
O

N

S U M E B A

T
U

R

Inside this issue:

The Upward Way 3
Things to be Remembered 5
Free Church Distinctives: (3) Church Government 6
Maintaining our Inner Life 8
Friends Lost and Friends Gained 10
Obituary of James Macleod 11
Around the Church: Beauly 13
Henry Cooke 16



March 20202

Contents
EDITORIAL

The Upward Way 3
DEVOTIONAL

Things to be Remembered (Thomas Moor) 5
DOCTRINE

Free Church Distinctives: (3) Church Government 
(Rev. Trevor Kirkland)  6

PRACTICAL RELIGION
Maintaining our Inner Life (Rev. James Clark) 8
Profitable unto God? (Albert Barnes) 9

YOUTH FOCUS
Friends Lost and Friends Gained (Rev. Trevor Kirkland)      10

CHURCH NEWS 
Moderator-Designate 11
Obituary – Mr James Macleod  11
Southern Presbytery Colloquium 12

AROUND THE CHURCH
Beauly (Rev. Harry Woods) 13

MISSIONS
Our Part in the Church’s Warfare 14

COMMENT  
Evangelist Opposed 15
Blind Politicians 15

CHURCH HISTORY
Henry Cooke (Rev. Thomas Buchanan) 16

BOOK REVIEWS
The Beauty and Glory of the Last Things by Joel Beeke (ed.) 18
The History of Providence as manifested in Scripture 
by Alexander Carson 18
Ancient Greek Grammar for the Study of the New Testament 
by Heinrich von Siebenthal 18

COMMUNION DATES / CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES 19

Editor
Rev. David M. Blunt

17 Knockline, Isle of North Uist,
HS6 5DT
witness@fccontinuing.org
01876 510305

Assistant Editors
Rev. James Clark, Rev. Trevor Kirkland, 
Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod

Design & Layout
Donald Smith Graphic Design 

Correspondence & Copy
Correspondence relating to the 
magazine and copy for inclusion in 
the Church News section should be 
submitted to the Editor; the deadline 
for copy is the beginning of the month 
before publication.

Subscriptions
Annual subscription rates (including 
postage) for the Free Church Witness 
(which includes The Explorer for young 
people) mailed to one address are:

UK £27.50
Europe (Airmail) £30.00
Overseas (Airmail) £35.00

Subscriptions and orders, with cheques 
/ postal orders made out to ‘Free 
Church of Scotland (Continuing)’, 
should be sent to:

Mrs Isobel McQueer, The Manse, 
Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness IV2 6XF
subscriptions@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

We encourage churches to take out 
bulk subscriptions at the lower rate of 
£24.00. The Explorer may be ordered 
separately for Sabbath Schools for the 
cost of the postage.

Distribution
For matters relating to the distribution 
of the magazine please contact:

Mr Bill McQueer, The Manse, 
Tordarroch, Farr, Inverness IV2 6XF
distribution@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

Facebook:
facebook.com/fccscot

Twitter:
@fccscot

Magazine on Tape
The Free Church Witness is available on 
two audio tapes which can be ordered 
at no cost. Please order your tapes from:

Mr Murdo Campbell
19 Loganswell Road, Deaconsbank, 
Glasgow G46 8AY
tapes@fccontinuing.org
0141 638 1925

FC(C) Audio Ministry
Selected sermons by Free Church 
(Continuing) ministers are available on 
CD and a catalogue may be obtained. 
Each CD costs £1.00 (including 
postage). Cheques / postal orders 
should be made payable to ‘Free Church 
of Scotland (Continuing)’. Please order 
your catalogue and CDs from:

Mr Bill McQueer
The Manse, Tordarroch, Farr, 
Inverness IV2 6XF
audioministry@fccontinuing.org
01808 521474

Psalmody CDs
CDs of psalm-singing are available 
from the Psalmody Committee. Please 
contact:

Rev. Andrew R. Allan, 
23 Kingfisher Drive, 
Glasgow G13 4QA
psalmody@fccontinuing.org
0141 328 1707

or visit: sing-the-psalms.webs.com

Website: 
freechurchcontinuing.org

COVER IMAGE: The statue of Dr 
Henry Cooke in Belfast (copyright 
of Kenneth Allen). See page 16.



Free Church Witness 3

The book of Psalms gives us instruction on many 
matters, and especially on the most vital subject 
of all, the salvation of our souls. In Psalm 24, 

David asks the question: “Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?” (v.3) 
As a man who has been taught by God, and whose soul 
has been blessed by God, David has the answer ready: 
“He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart” (v.4).

At the time of the feasts, the Jews went up to 
Jerusalem, to worship in the temple on Mount Moriah, 
where God was pleased to dwell (Ps. 122:1). As 
believers in Jesus Christ, we have ‘ascended’ spiritually 
and have come “unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22), 
where we enjoy fellowship with the Lord. By the new 
birth, God brings His people into His kingdom in this 
world and prepares them for glory.

Holiness
God’s people have “clean hands”, which speaks of their 
innocency. How can we, who are guilty of so many sins, 
be viewed in this way by a holy and just God? Only 
through faith in Christ, and by being clothed with the 
Saviour’s perfect obedience in the act of justification, 
whereby God graciously acquits us and accepts us as 
righteous before Him. Where there are clean hands, 
there will also be a “pure heart”, which speaks of true 
holiness. Thomas Watson said that the Christian’s 
heart is “the presence-chamber of the blessed Trinity”: 
the Lord has desired it for His habitation, and will abide 
there forever (Ps. 132:13,14). The same Holy Spirit 
who regenerated us, giving us a new nature, works 
grace in our hearts for our sanctification, forming in us 
a Christlike character.

Paul tells the Christians at Ephesus that God “hath 
chosen us in [Christ]...that we should be holy” (Eph. 
1:4). If that is God’s design for His people, then we 
should be praying that He would fulfil His purpose in 
us, and since it has pleased God to appoint means for 
the accomplishing of this end, we should be making 
diligent use of them. Our sincere aim must be to 
“cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” (2 Cor. 
7:1) To make headway, we must have a conscience 
which bears witness to us: our sin must appear sin and 
become exceeding sinful in our eyes (Rom. 7:13). Only 
then will there be genuine, heartfelt repentance for 
what is wrong in our lives.

Covenant
That we might be made holy, God has given us abundant 
resources in His covenant, which is “ordered in all 
things, and sure” (2 Sam. 23:5) and of which Christ is 
the Mediator. The Scriptures make known the pattern 
of life which glorifies God, and by His perfect sacrifice, 
with the shedding of His precious blood, Christ has 
provided us with the grace we need to live that life. 
Live it we must, and because of the holy calling he has 
received from God in Christ, the believer, as Thomas 
Brooks said, “conflicts against sin universally, the least 
as well as the greatest, the most profitable and the 
most pleasing....though he cannot conquer one as he 
should, and as he would.”

The Christian often feels himself to be a failure, for 
he cannot see in himself what he thinks he ought to 
be seeing, in terms of godliness. While many within 
the church rest content with a form of godliness, the 
true child of God mourns over his or her shortcomings. 
We need to understand that regeneration, though 
it produces a profound change in the soul, renewing 
the whole man, is just the beginning of holiness. Our 
holiness will not be complete until the day when Christ 
makes up His jewels – which is the day of our death or 
His return. Between regeneration and glorification is 
the life of sanctification, with its striving and wrestling, 
sighing and groaning, backsliding and apparent defeats, 
yet also with its hope of final victory and of receiving 
“the crown of life” from the Lord (James 1:12).

Strength
In the Bible we are told, “The way of life is above to 
the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath.” (Prov. 
15:24) The believer in Christ has been delivered from 
the broad way of sin and unbelief, which takes men 
downward to eternal ruin. He is now on the narrow 
way of faith and obedience, which leads us upward and 
ends in everlasting life and bliss. To follow Christ is to 
be led continually Godwards. It means being holy, as 
God is holy (1 Pet. 1:15,16). This is not an easy path: 
we meet with difficulties throughout its length. We can 
only get further along this upward way when the Lord 
strengthens us with strength in our souls.

A newborn infant must be fed constantly to gain 
weight, and God’s children require a continual supply of 
grace from the Spirit of Jesus Christ if they are to “grow 
up into him in all things” (Eph. 4:15). This is where we 
must be practical. Do we have a healthy appetite for 
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the “sincere milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2)? It is good to 
see people listening attentively to sermons, and a well-
worn bible when visiting someone’s home. Do we cry 
to the Lord daily for deliverance from indwelling sin? 
Such petitions do not have to be lengthy, but they must 
be fervent. Our growth in holiness will be in proportion 
to our longing for it. 

Opposition
The believer’s greatest obstacle in the pursuit of 
holiness is himself. Wherever he goes and whatever 
he is doing, he has within him the “old man”, which 
is his sinful nature (Rom. 6:6). Judas Iscariot dealt 
treacherously with Christ, and our old man will do 
the same with us, if we do not keep our heart with 
all diligence and mortify (kill off) our “members 
which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence [desire], and 
covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col. 3:5). The conflict 
Paul had with his sinful “flesh” caused him much more 
grief and exercise than his experience of stoning, 
shipwreck, the whip and the prison cell. “O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” (Rom. 7:24)

The devil opposes all that is of God, and especially 
His people. It has been said that the devil is a more 
formidable foe for believers now than ever, and there 
is something in that. For six thousand years Satan and 
the other evil angels have been going “to and fro in 
the earth, and...walking up and down in it” (Job 1:7); 
we imagine that after such long activity, and with the 
knowledge of human nature gained by it, they have 
increased their skill in tempting the Lord’s people, 
and their ability to “devour” them (1 Pet. 5:8). The 
devil’s aim is the direct opposite of God’s: he aims to 
produce unholy Christians. He looks for the weak spots 
of believers, in an attempt to ensnare them in sin and 
destroy their testimony and usefulness for the Lord. 
Are we able to recognise his temptations and resist 
them?

A sinful world influences us more than we realise 
and more than we are prepared to admit. The sad thing 
is that, in an ungodly age like ours, the world is found 
within the church. There is still plenty of religion 
around, but how much of it is God-honouring, man-
abasing, Christ-exalting? Reverence in the house of God 
has been replaced by the flippant approach to serious 
things which is characteristic of today’s society, and 
the result is a casual attitude to worship and Christian 
living in general. Even preaching has been affected by 
the spirit of the age. The gospel way of reconciliation 
with God has been replaced by an easier way, which 
does not require mention of sin and repentance of it. 
In the present climate, it would be easy for us to be 
like Moab, “settled on his lees” with no change for the 
better (Jer. 48:11). Yet the love of God will not leave us 
like that.

Encouragement
It is a common saying that there are “no gains without 
pains”, and this is true regarding personal holiness. 
Yet in the throes of their most difficult experiences, 
Christians have encouragement as they pursue their 
great goal. We have an unbreakable union with Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 8:35), and from Him we receive a fulness 
of grace which enables us more and more to overcome 
our prevailing sins, that we may be conformed to Him. 
Christ is the vine, and His people are the branches. 
As the husbandman of the vineyard, the Father sees 
to it that every branch in the vine which is living and 
bearing fruit brings forth more fruit (John 15:1,2). 
And Jesus says that the Father is glorified when these 
branches bear much fruit (v.8).

Holiness is one fruit, yet it is a varied fruit: “the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22,23). 
If we are growing in one of these graces, then we must 
be growing in them all. And if we are growing in them, 
it is because Jesus Christ, as our great High Priest, is 
interceding for us on the basis of His cross, and His 
Spirit is working in our hearts to bring to maturity the 
new man in Christ, perfecting our holiness. Christ’s 
intercession will never fail (Heb. 7:25), and so our 
entrance into heaven, God’s holy dwelling place, is 
certain. 

The saints have a wonderful future. “Jesus is making 
us what he pleases...and he certainly cannot wish to 
make us otherwise than beautiful.” (George Burrowes) 
Are you making progress on the upward way?
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(Taken from Moor’s book ‘Counsels and Thoughts for 
the Spiritual Life of Believers’, published in 1882. This 
helpful book has recently been republished and will be 
reviewed in a future issue, D.V.)

The Apostle Paul speaks of “putting in mind”. The 
Apostle Peter also says, “I will not be negligent 
to put you always in remembrance of these 

things, though ye know them”; and again, “I think it 
meet...to stir you up, by putting you in remembrance”. 
It is as needful now as in the days of the apostles for 
believers to stir up one another by putting each other 
in remembrance of truths already known. Therefore:

Remember that your salvation is an accomplished 
fact which nothing can alter.

Remember that it was accomplished when the 
Lord Jesus died; for by that death was removed the 
condemnation which your sins deserved.

Remember that you have nothing whatever to do to 
make the death of Christ effectual for your salvation; 
for it was made effectual for you personally by God 
your Father, when, in covenant with His beloved Son, 
He laid all  your iniquities upon Him who bore them in 
His own body on the cross.

Remember it was because that death was effectual 
for your salvation you were brought by the Holy Spirit’s 
quickening influence (which quickening influence is 
one of the blessings resulting from salvation already 
provided) to see your need of this salvation, and your 
utter hopelessness without it.

Remember that your salvation was not accomplished 
because of any foreknowledge on God’s part that 
you would, as an awakened sinner, have a desire for 
reconciliation, and a desire after Christ; because this 
desire for reconciliation, and this desire after Christ, are 
also blessings resulting from salvation already provided, 
and cannot, therefore, be any conditions to procure it. 
They are God’s gracious gift; He foreknowing that you 
would never have any true desires after Christ, until He 
awakened those desires by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Remember that no tears of sorrow for sin, no prayers, 
no duties of any kind whatever, could have removed 
you from the position of a criminal before justice, and 
have left you simply in the position of a child before a 
loving Father; but that this has been solely the doing 
of the glorious Three in One – Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, in covenant – whereby Christ Himself took the 
criminal position as your substitute, that you might 
take your place as a child, and look up to God as your 
Father, seeking daily forgiveness for daily sins from 
Him as your loving and gracious Father.

Remember that your Father readily gives more 
abundantly the Holy Spirit to His reconciled children, 
that they may better understand what He has done 
for them, and what the Lord Jesus has done for them; 
and to enable them to look more and more to the Lord 
Jesus, now at the right hand of God, so that they may 
receive from Him that grace which will enable them 
better to love and serve Him.

Remember that the evidence that salvation is yours, 
and, consequently, that all the good things of the 
covenant of grace are yours, and that Christ Himself 
is yours, rests on God’s pledged word. That word is 
pledged on behalf of all sinners who are conscious of 
their guilt, and of their need of Christ, and who trust 
in Him for all their salvation. That word declares that 
they shall never perish, and that all the blessings of the 
covenant of grace are theirs (John 3:16; Rom. 8:32; 1 
Cor. 3:21-23; Phil. 1:6).

You know that through grace you have been made 
conscious of your guilt and of your need of Christ, and 
that you rest only in the precious blood of Christ for 
salvation. Therefore to you is God’s word pledged, and 
that word is unchangeable.

These are a few of the blessings which are yours; 
and if you have them in constant remembrance, you 
cannot fail to have much comfort thereby, through the 
gracious influence of the Holy Spirit; nor fail to render 
grateful praise, in heart and life, to the God of all grace, 
who has thus loaded you with benefits.

DEVOTIONAL

THINGS TO BE REMEMBERED
THOMAS MOOR



March 20206 March 20206

Another distinctive principle of the Free Church is 
its government. We are a Presbyterian Church – 
one of many such in the world. Presbyterianism 

is particularly associated with John Knox and the 
Scottish reformation of 1560; it means that we are 
governed by ministers and ruling elders.

Introduction
Despite our glorious reformation heritage, many who 
regard themselves as evangelicals have become very 
‘creative’ of late when it comes to offices in the Church. 
Not content with Ministers, Elders and Deacons, we 
now have such positions as Worship Leaders, Youth 
Pastors and Welcoming Committees. This sad state of 
affairs prompts questions such as:

– Is the manner in which the Church is governed 
irrelevant?

– Why did the reformer John Calvin devote a major 
part of his Institutes of the Christian Religion to the 
history, rise and government of the Church of Rome?

– Is there any connection between the way in which 
Romanism developed and the plethora of false offices 
in the Church today?

Rev. John Edgar Henry (1841-1911) was a minister 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and served 
as Professor of Church History at Magee College, 
Londonderry, from 1890 to 1911. In his work The Plan 
of the House: A Catechism of Church Government and 
Worship, published in 1874, he asks and answers the 
following question:

“May the form of Church Government be determined 
by the judgement or discretion of men?

No; (a) the Church is a heavenly kingdom and must 
have a heavenly constitution – to organise it is above 
human power (John 18:36; 1 Cor 2:2). (b) It is Christ’s 
kingdom and therefore its constitution can be settled 
only by His authority; it is a region into which human 
invention has no right to intrude (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 
22:29,30).”

We may speak of four ‘pillars’ of the Reformed Faith, 
namely Doctrine, Worship, Discipline and Government. 
The Westminster Divines laid down a biblical principle 
regarding the government of the Church. It is known in 
Latin as Jus Divinum, which means ‘Divine Right’. Our 

Presbyterian forefathers believed that the Lord has 
laid down a system of governance for His Church in the 
Scriptures. Let us consider this claim.

1. Is there a Divine Right of Church Government?
The Larger Catechism states: “Christ executeth the 
office of a king, in calling out of the world a people to 
himself and giving them officers, laws and censures, 
by which he visibly governs them” (LC 45). Here we 
see that Church Government and Christ’s Kingship are 
closely connected.

It was for the truth of His Kingship that Jesus 
Christ was put to death. From the biblical record of 
His examination by Pilate, we learn that Christ was 
challenged as to whether He was “the King of the Jews”, 
and that He openly acknowledged that He was (John 
18:33-37). It was for this claim that He was prosecuted 
(Luke 23:2,3).

Christ was accused of being a king, having a kingdom 
with its own laws. The Scottish theologian George 
Gillespie (1613-1648), in the preface to his work on 
church government entitled Aaron’s Rod Blossoming, 
said: “although, in reference to God and in respect of 
satisfaction made to the divine justice for our sins, his 
death was a price of Redemption, yet, in reference to 
men who did persecute, accuse, and condemn him, his 
death was a martyr’s testimony to seal such a truth” 
(the truth of Christ’s government of the Church).

Christ’s Kingship over His Church and people is 
increasingly opposed today by society, culture and the 
state. This should not surprise us when we consider 
such portions of Scripture as Psalm 2:1-6 and Acts 
4:1-30. Isaiah foretold of Christ as Mediator that “the 
government shall be upon his shoulder” (Isa. 9:6). Paul 
says that God has “set” this government in the church 
(1 Cor. 12:28), meaning that He has ordained it. The 
word ‘set’ is elsewhere translated “appoint” (e.g. Matt. 
24:51). This language is telling us that the form of 
church government is of divine right.

John Calvin made an interesting comment on Luke’s 
words, “after that [Christ] through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments” (Acts 1:2). Calvin says: “Luke 
showeth in these words, that Christ did not so depart 
out of the world that he did no longer care for us; for 

DOCTRINE
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Presbyterial Church-Government, which is bound with 
our Westminster Confession of Faith, states:

“As there were in the Jewish church elders of 
the people joined with the priests and Levites in 
the government of the church; so Christ, who hath 
instituted government, and governors ecclesiastical in 
the church, hath furnished some in his church, beside 
the ministers of the word, with gifts for government, 
and with commission to execute the same when called 
thereunto, who are to join with the minister in the 
government of the church. Which officers reformed 
churches commonly call Elders.”

This explains why the Reformed Church is 
Presbyterian. Wherever the Reformed faith went, 
so Presbyterianism became the system of church 
government.

3. The Divine Right of church government means 
rejecting the Papal, Episcopalian and Independent 
systems. Since church government is not an indifferent 
matter, and Christ has instituted the form of government 
in His Church, then all man-made alternatives must be 
refused.

Application
1. Your membership of the Church matters. It is 

your public testimony to the Kingship of Christ and His 
government over His Church. When parents present 
their children for Baptism, they promise to teach their 
children (or have them taught) these things too.

2. Preaching the Word must, at some point, deal 
with the government of the Church. The Scriptures 
require “all the counsel of God” to be taught (Acts 
20:27). That means that in your lifetime in church you 
will hear the Gospel, but not only the Gospel. You will 
hear about all the other subjects which are contained in 
the Bible, including such things as Covenants, Worship, 
and Church and State. And you will learn about Church 
Government.

3. The biblical answer to the ecclesiastical chaos 
which exists today is to recover the idea of Divine Right. 
John Edgar Henry asks and answers this question:

“May we modify the government of the Church in 
order to suit the times?

No; the Scripture plan of Church government 
is perfect and cannot be improved (1 Cor 1:25); 
permanent and cannot be superseded (Eph. 4:11-
13); Divine and must not be altered (Deut. 4:2; 12:3)...
everything essential has been revealed and is to be 
observed as laid down, without addition, omission or 
change.”

Samuel Rutherford wrote wisely: “Forget not Zion. 
She is the ship we sail in to Canaan. If she be broken 
on a rock, we shall be cast overboard to swim to land 
betwixt death and life.”

in that he hath ordained a perpetual government in 
his Church, he thereby declareth that he had a care to 
provide for our salvation; yea, he hath promised that 
he will be present with his to the end, (Matthew 28:20) 
like as, indeed, he is always present by his ministers.” 
Since Luke puts these words at the beginning of his 
account, it indicates that all that was said and done 
by the Apostles was according to the commandments 
given to them by Christ – and this includes the 
government of the Church.

2. The Nature of the Divine Right
What kind of government has Christ given to His 
Church? The Lord Jesus has set down in Scripture the 
specifics concerning the Church’s officers, ordinances 
and discipline. He has also detailed the circumstantials, 
under general rules of order, decency and edification. 
The result is that there is a divine right for all these 
things. We can sketch this out as follows:-

(i) Christ has given laws to His Church: “keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15).

(ii) Christ has constituted ordinances in His Church. 
He has specified that the regular elements of public 
worship are Prayer, Singing of Psalms, Reading the 
Scriptures, Preaching and the Benediction. Christ has 
also instituted the sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. It is a violation of Christ’s authority to 
introduce anything else into public worship.

(iii) Christ has appointed officers in His Church. 
There were temporary officers, namely Apostles, 
Prophets and Evangelists. There are permanent 
officers, namely Ministers, Elders and Deacons. 
Ministers and Elders are ‘presbyters’, and in addition 
to the local court, or Kirk Session, there is a wider 
court which is above it, called the Presbytery (1 Tim. 
4:14). Ministers are ordained and inducted by the 
Presbytery, to whom alone they are accountable.

(iv) All things are to be done in Christ’s Name. 
Ministers are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20); 
He sends them and it is by His authority that they 
preach and teach. Church discipline is carried out “in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” and “with the power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 5:4,5). The sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are given by Christ 
and dispensed in His Name (Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11:23).

3. The Consequences of the Divine Right
1. Church government is neither indifferent nor 

irrelevant. How a Church is governed reflects the view 
that is held of the relation between Christ and His 
Church.

2. Being Reformed also means having a position 
on church government: that position is that there 
is a Divine Right of church government. The Form of 
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“...exercise thyself rather unto godliness” 
(1 Timothy 4:7)

The tensions and pressures of the world, which 
we cannot entirely avoid, can, if unchecked, 
mould us into its way of thinking, so that we 

spend too much mental energy on the passing things 
of time. If the church and the individuals within it seek 
to gain the world, they are in danger of losing their 
own souls (Mark 8:36).

Nourishment
We expect the world to regard it as a waste of time 
to set aside and guard a portion of each day for the 
spiritual life to be nourished, but the practice of many 
church members seems to indicate that they share the 
world’s point of view here. But if the Christian fails to 
maintain his inner life, then soon he or she will not 
have an inner life, or at least not a spiritual one. We all 
have responsibilities in this world, but we are chiefly 
responsible to God. There needs to be a preparation 
of the mind for each day, particularly on a day of 
public worship and perhaps especially when we are 
approaching the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. For 
the body to go without a breakfast is unhealthy, and 
possibly dangerous, and no less can be said about the 
soul. Similarly, if you rush your food, just to get the meal 
over with, you will not break it down properly and the 
benefits will be superficial. Again, this can be applied 
to our morning devotions. If we are to grow spiritually, 
then we must ingest and digest the Word of God.

What thoughts are appropriate for our quiet times? 
We should dwell upon the Person of Christ, and His 
work in history and eternity. We should consider 
the vast unseen world and the things that are of 
importance to God. What is His eternal purpose? What 
is the love which led Christ to sacrifice Himself? Prayer 
for enlightenment by the Spirit is necessary: without 
the Spirit, reading the Bible is like reading a book in a 
badly lit room!

Reflection
We need quietness in order to examine ourselves 
spiritually. The world distracts us from this most 
sensitive and intimate of duties. An awareness and 
development of our spiritual needs does not occur in 
a noisy atmosphere. Even during a church service, a 
person can be distracted by a preacher shouting and 
gesticulating at them from the pulpit. When listening 

to the Word of God proclaimed in public, just as when 
we read it in our devotions at home, there should be 
pauses for reflection. The train of words must give 
way to a train of thought. A hearer of the nineteenth-
century Scottish minister Thomas Chalmers once 
responded to the eloquence of one of his sermons by 
praising him. Chalmers replied to the man, “But what 
did it do?” If we are truly profiting from the Word then 
there will be results. Sadly, if we are not profiting from 
it, then that will be apparent too.

Many say that they have busy lives, but are they really 
too busy for God? Do they make any appointments with 
Him? Everything needs maintenance in this world, and 
our souls are not exempt from this. The new car runs 
well, but how is it after it has travelled many miles? Has 
it been looked after? Paul had to write to the Galatian 
believers: “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye 
should not obey the truth?” (Gal. 5:7). Is not the main 
hindrance to our spiritual progress to be found within 
ourselves? When the apostle John wrote to Gaius, he 
was interested in how his soul was doing. “Beloved, I 
wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in 
health, even as thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, 
when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is 
in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.” (3 John 2,3) 
How interested are we in the welfare of our own souls?

Shallowness
The form of church meeting nowadays also militates 
against a spiritual frame of life and worship, and tends 
to promote spiritual shallowness. “The salesman 
type of evangelism, emphasis on personalities, trust 
in religious externals, the element of fun in gospel 
meetings. These kinds of things are symptoms of a 
deep and serious malady of the soul.” (A.W. Tozer, The 
Pursuit of God) The authority of God is ignored, and 
many things are done in the church irresponsibly, with 
a lack of awareness of our accountability to God.

“Exercise thyself rather unto godliness”, says Paul to 
Timothy. A lack of exercise prevails in this generation, 
and leads to shallow lives and hollow professions. A 
worldly outlook and methodology characterises the 
majority. Tozer also wrote: “Any man who by repentance 
and a sincere return to God will break himself out of 
the mould in which he has been held, and will go to the 
Bible itself for his spiritual standards, will be delighted 
with what he finds there.” The Word of God states the 
remedy for our shallowness. It takes effort to apply it. 
Who will attempt it?

PRACTICAL RELIGION

MAINTAINING OUR INNER LIFE
REV. JAMES CLARK
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(Barnes [1798-1870] was an American Presbyterian 
minister, best known as a Bible commentator. This 
section from the 1851 edition of his ‘Notes on the Book 
of Job’ explains verses which teach us that God does not 
depend upon men.)

“Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, Can 
a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may 
be profitable unto himself? Is it any pleasure to the 
Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him, 
that thou makest thy ways perfect?” (Job 22:1-3)

Can a man be profitable unto God?

Can a man confer any favour on God, so as to lay 
him under obligation? Eliphaz supposes that Job 
sets up a claim to the favour of God, because he 

was of service to him, or because God had something 
to fear if he was cut off. He maintains, therefore, that 
a man can confer no favour on God, so as to lay him 
under obligation. God is independent and supreme. He 
has nothing to gain if man is righteous – he has nothing 
to apprehend if he is punished. He is not dependent at 
all on man.

As he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?
The meaning of the passage is, a wise man may promote 
his own advantage, but he cannot be of advantage to 
God. All the result of his wisdom must terminate on 
himself, and not on God; compare Psalm 16:2. Of the 
correctness of this sentiment there can be no doubt. 
It accords with reason, and with all that is said in the 
Scriptures. God is too great to be benefited by man. 
He is infinite in all his perfections; he is the original 
fountain of blessedness; he is supremely wise; he has 
all resources in himself, and he cannot be dependent 
on his creatures. He cannot, therefore, be deterred 
from punishing them by any dread which he has of 
losing their favour – he cannot be induced to bless 
them because they have laid him under obligation.

Eliphaz meant this as a reply to what Job had said. 
He had maintained, that God did not treat people 
according to their character in this life, but that, in fact, 
the wicked were often prospered, and suffered to live 

long. Eliphaz at once infers that, if this were so, it must 
be because they could render themselves serviceable 
to God, or because he must have something to dread 
by punishing them. In the general sentiment, he was 
right; in the inference he was wrong – since Job had not 
affirmed that they are spared from any such cause, and 
since many other reasons may be assigned.

Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art 
righteous?
This is the same sentiment which was advanced in 
the previous verse. The meaning is, that it can be 
no advantage to God that a man is righteous. He is 
not dependent on man for happiness, and cannot be 
deterred from dealing justly with him because he is in 
danger of losing anything. In this sense, it is true. God has 
pleasure in holiness wherever it is, and is pleased when 
men are righteous; but it is not true that he is dependent 
on the character of his creatures for his own happiness, 
or that people can lay him under obligation by their own 
righteousness. Eliphaz applies this general truth to Job, 
probably, because he understood him as complaining 
of the dealings of God with him, as if he had laid God 
under obligation by his upright life. He supposes that it 
was implied in the remarks of Job that he had been so 
upright, and had been of so much consequence that God 
ought to have continued him in a state of prosperity.

This supposition, if Job ever had it, Eliphaz correctly 
meets, and shows him that he was not so profitable to 
God that he could not do without him. Yet do people 
not often feel thus? Do ministers of the gospel not 
sometimes feel thus? Do we not sometimes feel thus 
in relation to some man eminent for piety, wisdom, or 
learning? Do we not feel as if God could not do without 
him, and that there was a sort of necessity that he 
should keep him alive? Yet how often are such men cut 
down, in the very midst of their usefulness: (1) to show 
that God is not dependent on them; (2) to keep them 
from pride, as if they were necessary to the execution 
of the Divine plans; (3) to teach his people their 
dependence on Him, and not on frail, erring mortals. 
When the church places its reliance on a human arm, 
God very often suddenly knocks the prop away.

PRACTICAL RELIGION

PROFITABLE UNTO GOD?
ALBERT BARNES
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In Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, the character named 
Faithful, a sincere believer, had to walk in the Valley 
of Humility. The character named Christian asked 

him if he met anybody there? “Yes”, said Faithful, “I 
met with one Discontent, who would willingly have 
persuaded me to go back again with him: his reason 
was, because the valley was altogether without honour. 
He told me, moreover, that to go there was the way to 
disoblige [offend] all my friends, as Pride, Arrogancy, 
Self-Conceit, Worldly Glory, with others, who he knew, 
as he said, would be very much offended if I made such a 
fool of myself as to wade through this valley.”

Honour
Here then was a dilemma for Faithful: to continue in the 
valley would cost him his friends, but to return would 
cost him his pilgrimage. What was his response? We 
have it from his own lips: “I told him, that although all 
these that he named might claim a kindred to me, and 
that rightly (for indeed they were my relations, according 
to the flesh), yet since I became a pilgrim they have 
disowned me, and I also have rejected them; and therefore 
they were to me now no more than if they had never been 
of my lineage. I told him, moreover, that as to this valley, 
he had quite misrepresented the thing; for before honour 
is humility, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Therefore, 
said I, I had rather go through this valley to the honour 
that was so accounted by the wisest, than choose that 
which he esteemed most worthy of our affections.”

Choice
Faithful’s answer should be weighed by every professing 
Christian, especially the young. This choice between 
friends and pilgrimage must be made by us. It is not a 
new problem, for the Lord Jesus Christ had to say to the 
crowds accompanying Him, “If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26) Christ must have 
first place in our lives, and the first principle which 
Christ lays down for following Him is self-denial (Mark 
8:34). We must count the cost of discipleship.

The Apostle Paul faced the same choice. He 
could speak of his fellow Jews as his “brethren” and 
“kinsmen”, but it was “according to the flesh” (Rom. 
9:3), meaning that they shared the same ancestry. Paul 
having become a Christian, the Jews who opposed 
Christ were not his true brethren. Paul wrote: “They 
which are the children of the flesh, these are not the 

children of God: but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed.” (v.8)

Separation
The well-known minister and author Dr Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981), explaining the opening 
verses of Romans chapter 9, stressed that the gospel is 
something which divides and separates:

“Here is the apostle having to write like this about 
his own fellow countrymen, the Jews. Something 
has happened. The gospel has come in, and it has 
acted as a great dividing force....[Paul] was by nature 
an ardent Jew, a man who was usually proud of the 
fact that He was a Jew and that he belonged to this 
favourite race and nation. And yet here we find him 
in this position in which his fellow countrymen 
are antagonistic to him and he has to write in this 
particular way and manner. What is it that has 
produced this? It is the gospel. There is a loose, 
foolish notion about Christianity that it is something 
which abolishes all divisions and distinctions 
and brings everybody together in a nice, happy, 
cheerful feeling of fellowship, of brotherhood and of 
friendship, so that we are all nice to one another and 
everything is smoothed over. It is entirely wrong.” 
(God’s Sovereign Purpose, Banner of Truth Trust)

Gain
People forget these words of Christ: “Think not that 
I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to 
send peace, but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34) The Saviour 
continued: “For I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 
and the daughter in law against her mother in law.” 
(v.35) Christ has the name “The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 
9:6), because by His death on the cross, eternal peace 
was made between God and sinners. Salvation is only 
in Christ: therefore Paul was willing to lose everything 
for Christ if necessary (Phil. 3:7,8), including his Jewish 
countrymen. Yet in losing, Paul gained immeasurably! 
He gained the “friend that sticketh closer than a brother” 
(Prov. 18:24), and with Christ he gained brethren in the 
church, the Lord’s spiritual family (Eph. 3:8).

If you are a Christian, you will know something 
of this. Ask God for His grace, that you may be like 
Faithful. And have the same loving concern for your 
unconverted family and friends as Paul did: “Brethren, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.” (Rom. 10:1)

YOUTH FOCUS

FRIENDS LOST AND FRIENDS GAINED
REV. TREVOR KIRKLAND

March 202010
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Moderator-Designate (Rev. Graeme Craig)

The Moderator-designate for the 2020 General 
Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing) is Rev. John MacLeod, Minister of 

Tarbat Free Church (Continuing), Portmahomack, in 
Easter Ross.

Mr MacLeod hails from Fearn and after graduating 
from Aberdeen University worked for two years in 
the legal documentation department of an Edinburgh 
Insurance company, before commencing studies for 
the ministry.

Upon completion of his studies in the Free Church 
College, Edinburgh in 1974, Mr MacLeod worked 
among students in Aberdeen, before going on to spend 
two years preaching in North America. Inducted to his 
present charge in 1978 he has now been minister of 
the parish of Tarbat for over forty-one years. There he 
is widely respected in the community as he continues 
to bring the truth of God’s word before the people. 

His great desire is to set 
forth in simple language 
the glorious truths of 
God’s gracious offer of 
salvation to sinners.

While in North 
America he met and 
married Joy Morrison, a 
native of Prince Edward 
Island, whose forebears 
had left the Island of 
Handa, in NW Sutherland 
in the mid-nineteenth 
century. They have been 
blessed with 9 children 
and 14 grandchildren.

A keen singer, Mr MacLeod has always showed a great 
enthusiasm for teaching Psalm singing. He has also been 
involved in Broadcasting both in Canada and in Scotland. 
He is currently the Church’s Press Officer. Hobbies listed 
in Who’s Who in Scotland include squeezing quarts into 
pint pots and getting blood out of stones. As well as a 
general interest in traditional and folk music, Mr MacLeod 
has also in the past pursued electronics and woodwork 
as pastimes with a measure of success – a cradle he made 
for his first Scottish-born child being sturdy enough to 
have now been passed on to the next generation!

During his studies for the ministry, Mr MacLeod 
displayed a special interest in Church History and 
Church Principles and in Church law and practice. This 
has been recognised in the Church, by his appointment 
to various Clerkships including Clerk to the Training of 
the Ministry & Admissions Committee, Clerk to the Free 
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Presbytery of Ross and Principal Clerk of Assembly. 
His skills in precision for fine detail and the correct 
use of language, honed during his years drafting legal 
documentation for an insurance company, have been 
of great use in the administrative affairs of the Church; 
although he often covers draft documents with much 
red ink, it is not done out of pride or awkwardness, but 
out of a desire to ensure that what is done is right and 
for the good of Christ’s Church.

Mr MacLeod has served as Moderator of General 
Assembly on a previous occasion and will come to the 
Chair with a proven ability to guide the 2020 General 
Assembly in their discussions.

Obituary – Mr James Macleod, Scalpay (Rev. Greg 
MacDonald, former Interim Moderator of Scalpay)

It is with great sadness that the congregation of 
Scalpay record the passing into glory of their late 
beloved elder, Mr James Macleod, on date 31st July 

2018 at the age of 92.
Together with his late wife Jessie, the Macleod home 

was in every sense a place of spiritual nourishment and 
peace for the people of the Lord, who were welcomed 
in heartily, treated graciously, and always urged to 
return again soon. Green pastures for pilgrims indeed!

A native of Scalpay Mr Macleod was an active elder 
within the district, and sought out as a source of 
spiritual counsel. In his dear wife’s ill health he cared 
for her tenderly, and even in his own declining strength 
in Harris House, his winsome Christ-like character and 
smile remained a delight to visit.

Mr Macleod was never a man inclined to controversy, 
yet in the troubled period of the late 1990s he stood 
firmly in his convictions for the old Free Church, and 
unhesitatingly aligned himself with the reconstituted 
Free Church (Continuing). Even then the warmth of 
his Christian love never dimmed, and those of different 
views were treated with exactly the same generosity of 
spirit and affection as before.

Free Church Witness 11

Rev. John MacLeod

James MacLeod
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A much-loved father, father-in-law and grandfather, 
the prayers and sympathies of the congregation are 
extended to his children, Murdina, Alasdair, Norman, 
and Kenneth, and their respective families.

Southern Presbytery Colloquium 
(Rev. Andrew R. Allan)

The eighth Southern Presbytery Colloquium was 
held at Knightswood Free Church of Scotland 
(Continuing), Glasgow, recently. The numbers 

attending were up on last year’s event with at least 
seven people attending for the first time.

The first paper was delivered by Partick minister 
Rev. Andrew R. Allan who addressed the subject of 
‘Effectual Calling’. Citing the Westminster Standards 
and more modern authors and sources, along with 
appropriate biblical texts, Mr. Allan concluded that 
Effectual Calling is a mysterious and vitally important 
work of the triune God.

Following refreshments, the Knightswood minister 
Rev. William Macleod delivered his paper, ‘The 
Prosperous Future of the Church’. Those gathered were 
left in no doubt about Mr Macleod’s enthusiasm for the 
Post Millennium understanding of Revelation chapter 
20. This was to encourage the brethren to continue 
to press on and pray believing that there are better 
days for the gospel church in the future. As might 
be expected there followed a lively and stimulating 
question and answer session.

Following lunch, the final session was taken by 
Edinburgh minister Rev. James I. Gracie who preached 
a sermon from Job 19:25ff. Here the audience was 
reminded of the desperate position godly Job found 
himself in yet he had hope in his redeemer. An excellent 
and stimulating end to a profitable and edifying day.

It is expected there will be another colloquium 
around the same date next year.

Audio recordings of the papers are available on the 
Free Church (Continuing) website.

Thanks to Mr Macleod for organising the day and 
to the Knightswood Deacons’ Court for the use of the 
church. Thanks also to Mrs Sohana McKenzie, Partick, 
for overseeing the catering arrangements.

Dores Youth Conference (Mrs Flora Roberts)

Dores Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is 
holding another youth conference on Saturday 
21st March from 11.15am to 3.00pm (D.V.). Rev. 

Graeme Craig (Ayr) will speak about Geology and will 
explain what the rocks reveal about our Creator. More 
details will be found in this month’s Explorer.

Northern Ireland Reformation Tour 
(Mrs Isabel Campbell)

We have now obtained sufficient interest 
in the proposed Reformation Tour of 
Northern Ireland to be led by Rev. Trevor 

Kirkland (D.V.) and we have booked accommodation 
and a coach. The total price per person is £293 (this 
includes accommodation and breakfast and the coach 
hire). It is expected that everyone will arrange their 
own transport to Northern Ireland. If you would 
like to receive more information or a booking form 
for the tour please contact Miss Joan MacKintosh 
at joanmmackintosh@btinternet.com or telephone 
01463 790846.

Iran: As the Lord Shakes the Nation 
(Elizabeth Kendal, Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin)

Last November Iran experienced the most violent 
anti-regime protests in the Islamic Republic’s 
history. Some 1,500 protesters were shot dead by 

regime forces, 4,000 wounded and 12,000 arrested. The 
regime is cracking down and tightening its grip. Whilst 
parliamentary polls will go ahead on 21 February, the 
ruling clerics have purged the ‘Reformist’ candidates 
from the lists. ‘Principlists’ (hardliners) will dominate 
the next parliament, meaning persecution of Christians 
is destined to escalate. On 8 January Christian convert 
Ismaeil Maghrebinejad (65) was sentenced to three 
years’ jail for forwarding a text message deemed 
insulting to the ruling clerics. Also in early January, 
Fatemeh (Mary) Mohammadi (21), a Christian convert, 
was arrested amidst protests. In 2017 Fatemeh spent 
six months in prison for her faith. Her condition and 
whereabouts are unknown. Please pray.

Quote

“Neither meanest thou to be our Saviour only, 
but our Pattern too....If we can go down the 
steps of thine Humiliation, we shall rise up 

the stairs of thy Glory.”
Joseph Hall

CHURCH NEWS
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Attendees at the recent Southern Presbytery 
Colloquium (courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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The congregation of Kilmorack & Strathglass 
is located about eleven miles north-west of 
Inverness, in the village of Beauly, and is usually 

referred to by the latter name. Beauly has the remains 
of a Romanist Priory, where Mary Queen of Scots once 
stayed; she reputedly gave the place the name it now 
bears, when she described it as ‘beau lieu’ (French for 
‘beautiful place’). The village is a very popular tourist 
spot and is well served with a range of shops and other 
facilities.

History
The congregation was settled almost immediately 
after the Disruption of 1843, and there were only two 
ministries from 1843 until the division of 1900. The 
congregation continued after 1900, with an almost 
twenty-five year vacancy; the present minister is only 
the fourth whom the congregation has had since 1900. 
In 2000 the minister and almost all the congregation 
adhered to the Free Church (Continuing).

Congregation
Beauly has never been a large congregation, as the 
Session records show, and today it is made up mostly 
of professing members. We have two infants, for whom 
we are truly grateful to the Lord. We currently have two 
elders, and about twenty-five members and adherents, 
among whom are no less than three retired ministers. 
These men are regularly engaged in preaching, and 
when they are not away two of them are roped in to do 
the precenting.

We are thankful to the Lord for the blessings, 
fellowship and harmony in the congregation. We also 
enjoy the fact that we are visited throughout the year 

by folk from other areas where our denomination is 
represented, and also by tourists from further afield.

Services
Our Sabbath services are held at 12.00noon and 
6.30pm, with the Prayer Meeting on Wednesday at 
7.30pm. Communions are held on the second Sabbath 
in May and the first Sabbath in November.

Future
We are a small congregation, and we desire and pray 
that the Lord would be pleased to add to our numbers. 
The congregation and the Home Mission Worker have 
both conducted door-to-door visitation around the 
village, but we have seen little response, except the 
prevailing apathy. Yet the Lord can work, and he has 
brought into our number over the years some new 
folk, so that the congregation has retained its size, 
despite the loss of more than half the original people 
since 2004.

Prayer
We would covet the prayers of the saints, that the 
Lord would be pleased to bless us through his Word 
and add to our numbers. Pray that he would bless 
the children, so that they might grow up to know and 
love the Saviour, and also for the parents, that they 
may be enabled to bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.

AROUND THE CHURCH

BEAULY
REV. HARRY WOODS

Beauly Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)

Rev. Harry & Mrs Mairi Woods
(courtesy of Rev. Andrew Allan)
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MISSIONS

OUR PART IN THE CHURCH’S WARFARE

(Part of an article entitled ‘Glorious things Spoken of 
the Church’ which appeared in ‘The Home and Foreign 
Record of the Free Church of Scotland’ for September 
1852. The author is unknown. This piece, written at a 
time when the Free Church knew growth at home and 
abroad, reminds us how every believer ought to be 
involved in advancing Christ’s cause in the world.)

“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.” 
(Psalm 87:3)

Such as are regenerated by the Spirit that proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, and so become truly 
members of the Church of God, manifestly have 

important duties to perform with the view of promoting 
her interests, and the honour of her adorable Head. They 
are to spend their days in proclaiming the triumphs 
which she has already won, and the honours which 
she has already reached through grace, as well as the 
victories and glories that are still before her. But they 
do more than celebrate God’s praises for the blessings 
which he has already vouchsafed to the Church, and for 
those which are still in store for her; they take an active 
part in helping forward her interests and her triumphs.

Soldiers
This sacred city is surrounded by a hostile world, and 
has also many traitors within. She has, therefore, both to 
defend herself from these adversaries, and, at the same 
time, to make a loving but determined war upon them, 
for the purpose of bringing them into subjection to her 
heavenly king. These enemies must yield to Christ or 
perish. Her mission is, to proclaim to them that such as 
believe shall be saved, and such as believe not shall be 
damned. Her citizens are good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
engaged in this warfare with sin, and Satan, and the world. 
And all who would be faithful to Him must join in it. Even 
the women are not allowed merely to tarry at home and 
divide the spoil. None have a right to join in singing the 
Church’s victories but such as join in winning them.

Warfare
Some can war with the ignorance of the young. Others 
can war with the insensibility of old age. Some can 
contend with the mightiest adversaries, and others with 
feebler foes. Some can fight with traitors within, and 
others with enemies without. Some can struggle with the 
enemies of Christ in a single dwelling, and others with 
the enemies that fill a city, and others with the enemies 
that fill a land. Some can keep up the contest with all 

evil powers and agencies at home, and others can go 
forth to the high places of the field of battle in foreign 
lands, and there encounter Satan in his most formidable 
strongholds. All can maintain a struggle with indwelling 
corruption in their own hearts. All can assist in providing 
churches, and schools, and Bibles, and ministers, and 
missionaries, and teachers, and all the other means of 
carrying forward this defensive and offensive warfare in 
every part of the earth wherever there are sinners to be 
subdued to Christ and saved from ruin. And all can pray 
down that blessing of the Spirit from on high that alone 
can render this warfare successful, and crown it with a 
universal, a bloodless, and a most blessed triumph.

Traitors
Let no man presume to take the praises of the Church, 
or of her Lord, into his mouth, or pretend to celebrate 
her privileges, who is not thus actively employed in 
contributing to her progress. One man lives chiefly to 
secure his own temporal prosperity. Another sacrifices 
everything to his own sensual pleasures. The highest 
aim of another is to climb to a little worldly power. 
What care such men for the interests, the struggles, 
the triumphs of the Church? Nay, professed soldiers 
of Christ will stand by, on one miserable pretence 
or another, refusing to help in carrying forward the 
Church’s work and warfare in the land and in the world. 
Nay, some employ themselves in spreading discontent 
and division and strife, among those whose fewness and 
feebleness, as well as whose Lord’s command, require 
that they be united, if they would expect to vanquish, or 
even to stand before their multitudinous foes.

Triumph
Let all such traitors to Christ hold their peace, and 
presume not to speak of the Church’s privileges and 
hopes, until, repenting of their sins, their treachery, 
pride, vanity, malice, and fleshly lusts, they are found 
devoting themselves, soul and body, time and substance, 
to the service of Christ, and joining heart and hand 
with those who are fighting the good fight of faith, and 
hastening forward the triumphs of the cross over all the 
earth. And let such as are thus honourably employed, 
let such as, having been won to Christ themselves, are 
uniting in every endeavour to advance His kingdom in 
the land, and in the earth, however feeble may seem 
its progress, and however formidable may appear the 
obstacles that are in its way, remember that the Lord 
will, in his own time, and that speedily and gloriously, 
take to Him his strong power and reign.
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EVANGELIST OPPOSED

No tolerance for biblical morality

Franklin Graham, who continues the evangelistic 
work of his late father Billy Graham, is due to 
preach in eight UK cities this year. In January 

the Liverpool venue, owned by the city council, 
cancelled the booking, saying that Graham’s views 
were “incompatible with our values”. The Glasgow 
venue, under pressure from the city council, then did 
the same, and the other venues followed suit. Graham 
has threatened legal action for breach of contract, and 
vowed to find alternative venues.

We have concerns over these meetings, and the 
way the gospel is presented at them, but that is not 
the issue here. The cancellations stem from Franklin 
Graham’s opposition to homosexuality. He has stated: 
“As a Christian I believe the Bible which defines 
homosexuality as sin, something to be repentant of, 
not something to be flaunted, praised or politicized.” 
Susan Aitken, leader of Glasgow City Council, insisted 
it was not about free speech, but that how Graham 
expresses his views could “fundamentally breach 
the council’s statutory equalities duties.” There is a 
growing intolerance of the Christian faith.

The real difficulty many have is with the Bible itself. 
A Church of Scotland minister, Rev. Bryan Kerr, stated 
that Franklin Graham “does not represent mainstream 
Christianity”, yet Scripture clearly condemns 
homosexuality, and declares it to be God’s judgement 
upon man’s idolatry (Rom. 1:21-32). The residual Free 
Church issued an official statement condemning the 
cancellations, but not because Graham is preaching 
the Christian message; the concern was rather that the 
nation should honour its commitment to the universal 
human rights of freedom of speech and freedom of 
religion, “regardless of who is speaking or which 
particular religion is being commended.” But what of 
our national commitment to Protestant Christianity?

Our first response to the cancellations is that it is the 
duty of civil government to ensure that Christians can 
operate freely in the public square; infringements upon 
this are a denial of our national submission to Christ. 
Second, the religious and civil liberties we enjoy were 
purchased, not by the sacrifices of atheists, secularists or 
the followers of other religions, but by Christians. Third, 
when the political establishment turns persecutor, 
Christians must not adjust their beliefs to suit the 
new mood. Present events call for national prayer. The 
professing Church must repent for turning away from 
God’s Word, and those who insist on living and teaching 
contrary to the Bible should be removed from office.

BLIND POLITICIANS

A shameful inconsistency

On 6 February there was a debate in the House of 
Commons on ‘Historical Stillbirth Burials and 
Cremations’. It was secured by Carolyn Harris, 

who spoke movingly of the death of her sister, who was 
delivered full-term but never took her breath. It was 
only in the mid-1980s that parents of stillborn babies 
(and babies dying shortly after birth) began to be 
consulted about funeral arrangements for their child. 
Prior to that, hospitals generally took charge of the 
arrangements, with no parental involvement. Babies 
were sometimes buried in shared or communal graves 
and many parents were never told what was done with 
their baby’s remains.

It is a legal requirement in the UK that babies who 
are stillborn after 24 weeks of pregnancy, or who 
die shortly after birth, be registered, and formally 
buried or cremated, although an actual funeral is 
not required. There is no provision however for the 
registration of babies who are stillborn before 24 
weeks (generally known as a miscarriage). In 2014 
an MP sought to introduce a Private Member’s Bill to 
enable parents to register the death of a baby before 
the 24 weeks threshold. He cited the tragic case of a 
woman who had twins, one of whom was stillborn 
just before the threshold and the other just after it: 
in the eyes of the law she only had one baby. The Bill 
did not proceed.

The eight MPs who spoke in the recent debate told 
how bereavement care for the parents of stillborn 
babies has improved, there now being much more 
sensitivity and respect for their wishes. What is 
striking however is that in October 2018 five of 
these same MPs voted for a Bill which would have 
decriminalised abortion up until birth in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland (which thankfully did 
not succeed), and in July 2019 for a motion to do the 
same in Northern Ireland alone (which sadly was 
successful). Most remarkable of all, the MP who in 
2014 wanted parents to be able to register the death 
of their child who died before 24 weeks also voted for 
both of these measures!

Is there not a shameful inconsistency here? These 
politicians can have great compassion for parents 
whose child dies in the womb, but none for the baby 
who is killed in the womb. Until birth, a baby is a non-
person to them, dependent upon the mother’s choice 
for continued existence. May the Lord open the eyes 
of our representatives to the reality of abortion, and 
bring this evil to an end!

COMMENT
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It has pleased God throughout the ages of the Church 
to raise up particular men unto Himself; men who 
evidently stood head and shoulders above their 

counterparts and opponents, and who stood for the 
truth of God. While the knowledge of some may be 
restricted to the locality of their calling, others are 
known throughout the wider Church. We remember 
names such as Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Knox and 
Chalmers, who in their own time and place had to 
contend for biblical principles. To the list of these ‘Men 
of God’, we can unashamedly add the name of Henry 
Cooke (1788-1868).

As a Presbyterian minister in Ireland during the 
nineteenth century, Henry Cooke was raised up to be 
a champion of orthodoxy. He was a reformer, who in 
surveying the history of the Church was cognisant of 
the fact that with great reform came great conflict. 
As he once remarked: “Just so was the life of Knox, the 
apostle of Presbyterianism in Scotland. Controversy, oral 
and written – banishments and returnings – revilings, 
accusations, and imprisonments, mark the whole course 
of his pilgrimage.”(1) Many in Ulster drew an analogy 
between Knox and Cooke, and one was his biographer 
and son-in-law, Professor J.L. Porter, who wrote: “He was 
a true son of the Church of Scotland, firm in his allegiance 
to Throne and Constitution, as well as to the doctrines 
and ecclesiastical polity developed by Knox.”(2)

Early Life and Education
Cooke was born near the town of Maghera in County 
Londonderry, on 11th May 1788. He was a child of 
turbulent times, indeed some of the worst recorded 
in Ireland’s history. The pernicious principles of the 
French Revolution (1789) found a resting place in the 
hearts of some Irishmen, and this led in 1791 to the 
formation in Belfast and Dublin of the society known 
as the ‘United Irishmen’, with the aim of separating 
Ireland from the Crown to form it into a republic.

Henry Cooke’s family were themselves loyal to the 
Crown, being connected to the Presbyterian Church. 
His father was an ordinary man of little learning, 
yet industrious, descended from a family of English 
Puritans. His mother Jane Howe was descended from 
Scottish stock who had settled near Bellaghy. It was 
his mother’s influence from an early age that formed 
Cooke’s strong political and religious principles. Porter 
records of Cooke’s mother: “Proud of the struggles of 
her forefathers in defence of faith and freedom, she 
never forgot fact or legend connected with their history 

in Scotland and Ulster.”(3) Cooke himself once remarked: 
“I received my first instructions in theology, at my 
mother’s side. The Shorter Catechism was her text-book; 
the Confession of Faith was her Christian Institutes; the 
Bible was her final and sole standard of appeal.”(4)

After an excellent elementary education including 
training in the classics (Latin and Greek), Cooke 
entered the University of Glasgow in 1802, at the 
tender age of fourteen. The emphasis that Cooke placed 
upon education and learning in his own life is evident 
in the concern he displayed throughout his ministry for 
a good education for divinity students. In 1835 Cooke 
was appointed to lecture in Ethics and Natural Theology 
for the training of students for the gospel ministry. 
Alongside this position, from 1845 Cooke would hold 
the Presidency of Queen’s College Belfast, and the 
Professorship of Sacred Rhetoric, until his death.

Ministerial Life
In 1808, after completion of a full college curriculum, 
Cooke was licensed to preach the gospel by the 
Presbytery of Ballymena. During his ministry Cooke 
would faithfully serve four congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church. In 1808 the congregation at 
Duneane in County Antrim called him to be the 
assistant and successor of Rev. Robert Scott. This 
first charge would set the tone for Cooke’s life in the 
ministry. Although only twenty years old, Cooke was 
of the ‘Old Light’ (conservative) theology, while the 
minister and congregation at Duneane were ‘New 
Light’ (liberal) in their theology.

Cooke would also serve congregations at Donegore, 
Killyleagh and Belfast. In 1829 a new church was built 
for Cooke in May Street in Belfast city centre. The 
opening service of this church building was conducted 
by Cooke himself on 18th October 1829, and such was 
the demand that the service could only be conducted by 
ticketed entrance, with hundreds grouping themselves 
around the windows and doors. Cooke was installed as 
the minister of May Street on 24th November 1829, and 
would remain the minister of this congregation for nearly 
forty years, delivering three sermons each Lord’s Day.

Henry Cooke was a pastor with a heart for the 
people. He was of a gentle nature, having a tenderness 
in shepherding his flock. He was a man of self-denial; 
while many assailed him during his ministry, both 
publicly and privately, he bore such attacks in silence. 
It was only when the truth of God and public interests 
were affected that he thought it necessary to reply.

CHURCH HISTORY

HENRY COOKE
REV. THOMAS BUCHANAN
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Cooke was a successful advocate of principles we 
hold to as a denomination. An article in the February 
Witness showed how Cooke was influential in defending 
the Establishment Principle, when in the spring of 
1836 Dr Ritchie of Edinburgh brought the crusade 
for Voluntaryism to Belfast. Voluntaryism is the view 
that the State should give no help to the Church, 
but Cooke believed that Voluntaryism only leads to 
national atheism. After a number of public debates, 
Ritchie was defeated by Cooke – something which was 
received with delight by the Church of Scotland, which 
reported in its magazine: “We were previously aware 
of Dr Cooke’s pre-eminent powers as a controversialist 
and debater, but our perusal of this Report has 
increased our admiration an hundredfold.”(5) Cooke 
also advocated strongly for Exclusive Psalmody and an 
unqualified subscription to the Confession of Faith for 
all candidates for the ministry.

Champion of 
Orthodoxy
Henry Cooke’s 
greatest achievement 
was to oversee 
the eradication of 
Unitarianism in the 
Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. Unitarianism 
rejects the Trinity, 
and encourages a 
rationalist approach 
to belief. Cooke was 
involved in a combat 
with an ancient enemy 
of the Trinitarian 
doctrine, known as 

‘Arianism’. Arius (256-336) was a scholar who denied the 
divinity of Christ, but he was successfully opposed within 
the Church by a young theologian named Athanasius 
(c.296-373). The Council of Nicea in 325 declared Christ 
to be “the Son of God...begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father”.

Until the year 1702, the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland had shown a strict attachment to the system 
of Divine truth as set forth in its own standards and 
that of its mother church, the Church of Scotland. Arian 
sympathisers were present, however, and the formation 
in 1705 by a number of ministers, theological students 
and others of the ‘Belfast Society’, which came to argue 
against subscription to the Westminster Confession 
of Faith – or indeed any confession of faith prepared 
by man – showed that heterodoxy was alive and well 
within Irish Presbyterianism. In 1725 the Synod of 
Ulster placed the ‘non-subscribers’ in a presbytery of 

their own, the Presbytery of Antrim, and in 1726 the 
Presbytery was expelled from the Synod.

A second and related controversy occurred in the 
following century. In 1820, when Cooke was minister 
of Killyleagh, an advertisement appeared in all the 
Belfast newspapers informing of a “Unitarian Mission” 
to the Province. This mission would be carried out by 
a Rev. J. Smithurst, who had been appointed by the 
English Unitarian Fund to visit the Province. Cooke 
saw Smithurst as an invader into his parish, and 
after publicly defeating him, kept his word to follow 
Smithurst throughout the Province. The hopes of the 
Unitarian party for a revival of their cause were dashed, 
as their champion was chased away by the formidable 
champion of orthodoxy.

A Lesson for Us
This contending for orthodoxy proved to be a ten-year 
struggle for Henry Cooke, but the conflict was sealed at 
a meeting in Belfast on Tuesday 25th May 1830, when 
the Unitarians formed themselves into a distinct body 
under the name of ‘The Remonstrant Synod of Ulster’, 
which later became the ‘Non-Subscribing Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland’. The contribution of Rev. Henry Cooke 
to the eradication of Unitarianism from the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland cannot be underestimated; he was 
universally accredited as the chief agent in its demise. 
For his efforts during the Arian conflict in Ulster, Cooke 
was hailed as ‘the Presbyterian Athanasius’.(6)

The history of this controversy is both fascinating 
and voluminous. The blow which cleared the way for the 
victory was dealt at the Synod of Strabane (1827). After 
two days of fierce debating, Henry Cooke proposed a 
motion which was carried by an overwhelming majority. 
This motion was basic and yet brilliant: the members 
were simply being asked to publicly acknowledge the 
article of the Trinity, as set forth in question six of the 
Shorter Catechism. This motion cornered Arianism in 
the Synod of Ulster, by the use of a question familiar to 
the Presbyterian children of Ulster.

A simple lesson from the life of Henry Cooke would 
therefore be this: the catechising of our children today 
may just be the means of our victory tomorrow.

(1) Porter, J.L., Life and Times of Henry Cooke, D.D., LL.D. 
(Belfast: Marcus Ward & Co., 1875), p.182.
(2) Porter, p.91.
(3) Porter, p.2.
(4) Porter, p.13.
(5) Reported by Porter, p.270.
(6) Henry Cooke – an introduction
(Belfast, Ulster-Scots Community Network, n.d.), p.1.
Available at: www.ulster-scots.com/uploads/
17111265678439.PDF

Rev. Henry Cooke
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(Books for review should be sent to: Rev. Alasdair J. Macleod, 
25c Swordale, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0BP)

The Beauty and Glory of the Last Things
Joel Beeke (ed.), Reformation Heritage Books, 
hbk, 174pp, £20.00

The twelve chapters of this book are papers 
which were given at the 2019 Puritan Reformed 
Conference. As is the case in such symposiums, 

the contributions vary in quality. The subject, the 
end of the world, is an interesting and profitable one. 
The general position taken in this volume is that of 
amillennialism. David Murray’s treatment of Matthew 
24, “The Signs of the Times”, is, as we would expect, 
helpful. Joel Beeke’s “The Marriage of Christ and His 

Church” is rich and 
fresh. Derek Thomas’ 
arguments for an eternal 
hell of punishment 
are solid. However, his 
treatment of heaven, 
where he follows G.K. 
Beale’s idea of heaven 
as a renewed Eden 
with trees and birds 
and animals and work, 
is rather speculative. 
The focus of the book of 
Revelation is on heaven 
as worship. The living 
creatures rest not day 
nor night, crying, “Holy, 

holy, holy, Lord God Almighty”, and the church falls 
down and worships and casts their crowns before 
Him who sits on the throne. I was surprised to see 
Derek Thomas argue that angels are not created in the 
image of God. If the image is defined as “knowledge, 
righteousness and holiness”, following the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, then angels are obviously in God’s 
image, because they know God and are righteous and 
holy. Ministers will find some helpful insights.
Rev. William Macleod

The History of Providence as manifested in Scripture
Alexander Carson, Banner of Truth Trust, pbk, 
242pp, £7.50

The History of Providence is an enjoyable book to 
read. It consists of 139 short chapters, mostly 
just a page or two. It can thus be used as a daily 

reading. The actions of God in his providence are 

BOOK 
REVIEWS

traced in the lives of 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, 
David, etc. The question 
“Why?” is asked. What 
was the purpose of 
God behind a certain 
event? In some cases 
the hand of Providence 
is more obvious, e.g., 
in Abraham’s servant 
finding a wife for Isaac, 
but in other cases it is 
more hidden, as, for 
example, in Ishmael’s 
mocking of Isaac, leading 
to his expulsion from the 
covenant household. Why did Paul suffer shipwreck 
when sailing as a prisoner to Rome to appear before 
Caesar and why was the ship driven to Malta? It was 
God’s plan that Publius’ father would be healed and that 
the Maltese would hear the gospel. Why did Jesus heal 
the ear of the servant of the chief priest, while Paul did 
not heal his friend Trophimus (2 Tim. 4:20)?
Rev. William Macleod

Ancient Greek Grammar for the Study of the 
New Testament
Heinrich von Siebenthal, Peter Lang International 
Academic Publishers, hbk, 822pp, £45.00

This is a valuable addition to New Testament 
studies, especially for those interested in 
advanced Greek Grammar. However, every Pastor 

can use the New Testament references (to verses) at the 
back of the book profitably. Originally written in German, 
the book has been recently translated into English (the 
reviewer taking part 
in that process). This 
Grammar is as extensive 
as Beyond the Basics by 
D.B. Wallace (1996) and 
may be found easier to 
use and to comprehend, 
being more reader-
friendly. Professor 
Siebenthal taught New 
Testament for many 
years in a conservative 
Theological College 
in Germany and has 
recently retired.
Rev. James Clark



CONGREGATIONAL REMITTANCES
                 ORDINARY REMITTANCES 
    
    
Presbytery of Inverness        
Aberdeen   
Duthil-Dores   
Inverness    
Kilmorack & Strathglass  
Poolewe & Aultbea   
Total Inverness Presbytery  

Northern Presbytery       
Assynt & Scourie   
Brora    
Kiltearn    
Tarbat    
Total Northern Presbytery  

Southern Presbytery        
Arran
Ballyclare & Doagh    
Ayr    
Dumfries    
Edinburgh   
Glasgow - Knightswood  
Glasgow - Partick  
Glasgow - Shettleston  
Rothesay    
Total Southern Presbytery  

Outer Hebrides Presbytery        
Cross    
Harris - Leverburgh      
Knock & Point   
North Uist & Grimsay
Scalpay   
Stornoway   
Total Outer Hebrides Presbytery

Presbytery of Skye & Lochcarron        
Bracadale & Duirinish (Waternish)
Kilmuir & Stenscholl  
Lochalsh & Strath       
Portree    
Snizort    
Total Skye & Lochcarron Presbytery

Smiths Falls

Total From Congregations

Other Donations
Legacy 

TOTAL

Included in the above: Tax 
Recovered on Gift Aid Declarations

Gifts and Donations - Donations and gifts for the Church 
should be sent to the Financial Administrator:

Mrs Muriel Smith
Free Church (Continuing) Manse, Loch Mor, 
Struan, Isle of Skye IV56 8FB
financialadministrator@fccontinuing.org

Cheques / postal orders should be made payable to 
“Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)”. 

General Treasurer
Mr Murray Mackay
4E Millburn Avenue, Renfrew, 
Renfrewshire PA4 8UL
generaltreasurer@fccontinuing.org
(mobile) 07793 535227

The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) is a 
recognised Scottish Charity (SC 030976).

Total to Jan 2019
£

1,500
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3,000
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8,370

0
0
0

2,000
2,000

879
0
0
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0

2,000
1,600
1,500

0
6,079

3,495
1,400
1,900
1,050
1,800
6,076

15,721

1,500
0

150
1,500
1,500
4,650

990

37,810

2,072
0

39,882

0
39,882

CENTRAL BUILDING
FUND YTD 2020

£

0
814

0
0
0

814

0
600

0
0

600

0
0
0
0
0
0

849
0
0

849

0
0
0

320
0

545
865

518
0

50
0
0

568

0

3,696

0
0

3,696

0
3,696
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0
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0
0
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1,600
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0
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1,500
1,500

700
2,000
5,565
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0

1,650
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1,500
6,150
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39,911

1,996
0

41,907

0
41,907
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0

1,650
1,500
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0
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0
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COMMUNION DATES
Communions are held on the following Sabbaths. Visitors should contact local ministers for times of the main services and 
the preparatory and thanksgiving services. Contact details may be found on the Church website.
March    April     May
8    Cross, Portree   5    Ayr, Bracadale, Duthil-Dores  3    Arran, Edinburgh–St Columba’s
15  Glasgow–Knightswood  12  North Uist & Grimsay, St Louis  10  Glasgow–Shettleston, Kilmorack & Strathglass, 
22  Inverness–Greyfriars, Mebane 19  Ballyclare & Doagh, Greenville         Kilmuir & Stenscholl
29  Scalpay Harris   26  Aberdeen, Atlanta, Glasgow–Partick, 
           Knock & Point, Lochalsh & Strath



“Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it 
is pleasant; and praise is comely.”

Psalm 147:1
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